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lo  t!i8  Hoose  of  Represenlalives  of  llie  United  Stales, 

MARCH    3d,    1864. 


The  House  having  under  consideration  the  Joint  Kesolution> 
(H.  R.,  N"o.  37,)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  tc> 
sell  any  surplus  gold  in  the  Treasury, 

Mr.  Stebbiks,  of  New  York,  said : 

Me.  Speakee,  when  the  proposition  was  introduced  into  this 
Ilouse  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  sell  the 
surplus  gold  which  had  accumulated  and  which  was  accumulat- 
ing in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  beyond  the  amount 
demanded  by  the  Avants  of  the  Treasury  and  the  requirements 
of  the  law,  I  took  the  occasion  to  declare  that  I  could  not  regard 
the  question  from  any  other  point  of  view  than  its  bearing  upon 
the  great  interests  of  the  Government  and  of  the  people.  I  felt 
constrained  to  forget  my  hostility  to  a  paper-money  system,  and 
was  only  willing  to  remember  the  circumstances  supposed  to 
have  compelled  its  introduction  during  the  period  of  the  war. 
Great  wars  having  always,  been  carried  on  under  such  a  system, 
this  country  could  not  hope  to  be  an  exception  to  the  rule.  I  do 
not,  therefore,  now  propose  to  discuss  the  system  itself,  nor  at- 
tempt to  point  out  its  imperfections.  I  desire  to  see  nothing  but 
the  cardinal  facts  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  civil  war ;  that  men 
and  money  are  necessary  for  its  prosecution ;  that  the  national 
life  must  be  preserved,  the  honor  of  our  arms  sustained,  and  the 
integrity  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  vindicated.  A  finan, 
cial  system,  the  oiFspring  of  this  great  necessity,  has  grown  up. 
It  lias  been  in  operation  for  the  past  three  years*    It  is  inter- 


•woven  in  every  part  of  our  industrial  system.  We  cannot 
abolish  it  if  we  would ;  we  ought  not  to  do  so  if  we  could.  We 
must  wait  for  peace  to  prevail  before  we  imdertake  to  pull  down 
the  structure  and  build  up  another.  To  undermine  and  destroy 
it  now,  is  to  bury  the  nation  under  its  ruins. 

The  introduction  of  the  pending  legitimate  and  necessary  reso- 
lution, gave  rise  to  a  very  remarkable  debate.  The  resolution 
was  opposed,  because  it  conferred  fresh  and  enlarged  powers  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  injurious  effects  of  the  rapid 
accumulatio]!  of  gold  in  the  Treasury,  as  shown  in  its  advance 
and  price,  and  the  consequent  advance  in  the  prices  of  all  the 
necessaries  of  life,  were  not  denied ;  but  these  evils  were  not 
considered  so  important  as  the  consequences  which  might  flow 
from  increasing  the  Secretary's  powers.  The  Government  was 
actuall}^  the  unwilling  instrument  of  the  speculators  on  the  sea- 
board, and  was  in  the  position  of  the  capitalist  who  is  lending 
money  upon  gold  to  advance  its  value;  was  hoarding  gold 
beyond  its  requirements,  making  it  daily  more  and  more  scarce 
in  the  market,  was  itself  depreciating  the  currency,  and  feeding 
speculation ;  and  yet  this  House  was  disposed  to  consider  the 
passage  of  a  bill  directing  the  sale  of  the  surplus  on  hand  as  the 
greater  evil  of  the  two.  I  did  not  so  regard  the  subject.  I  felt 
that  the  national  credit  was  endangered  by  this  action  on  the 
gold  market,  and  I  was  in  favor  of  instructing  the  Secretary  to 
sell,  at  his  discretion,  all  the  surplus  he  had,  or  was  likely  to 
have,  over  and  above  the  requirements  of  his  Department.  I 
desired  him  to  be  so  instructed,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  his 
powers  in  the  direction  of  his  country's  necessities.  To  me,  his 
powers  lay  in  the  fact,  that  he  could  hold  the  gold  or  keep  it  out 
of  the  market.  To  direct  the  sale  of  any  surplus  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury,  was  to  limit  and  restrict  his  powers. 

I  desired  to  protect  the  people  against  further  expansion,  to 
restrain  the  madness  of  speculation  that  was  holding  the  nation 
by  the  throat,  and  to  which  the  Government  at  the  moment  was 
an  unwilling  party ;  and,  sir,  I  have  not  changed  my  opinion. 
Reflection  has  confinncd  my  previous  judgment.  But  I  pass 
jfrom  the  further  consideration  of  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Each  day  lias  added  to  the  testimony,  that  if  the  importations 
do  not  suddenly  diminish,  the  price  of  gold  will  advance  to 


mucli  liiglier  points ;  speculation  receive  a  new  impulse ;  prices 
of  the  necessaries  of  life  rise  in  a  corresponding  degree ;  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  whole  matter  rest  upon  Congress  for  declin- 
ing to  disembarras  or  relieve  the  Government  from  a  position 
that  no  one  in  his  senses  ever  supposed  it  would  occupy. 

The  question,  to  my  mind,  is  one  of  great  national  import- 
ance, second  to  none  now  influencing  our  action.  It  ought  not 
to  be  regarded  from  any  narrow  stand-point  of  any  political 
party.  It  shall  not  be,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned ;  but  purely 
and  entirely  with  reference  to  its  practical  bearing  upon  tlie 
interests  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  in  the  discussion  that  followed  the  introduction  of  this 
bill,  statements  were  made,  and  deductions  drawn  from  those 
statements,  which  have  passed  into  wide  circulation.  I  think 
them  calculated  to  swell  the  current  of  improvident  speculation, 
weaken  still  more  the  public  confidence,  depreciate  still  more 
the  public  credit,  advance  still  higher  the  price  of  the  precious 
metals,  increase  to  a  still  greater  degree  the  necessities  of  the 
Government,  and,  just  in  the  same  proportion,  add  to  the  bur- 
dens of  a  people  alread}'-  staggering  and  reeling  beneath  the 
weight  of  great  anxieties  and  expenses.  Dark  predictions  were 
uttered  of  speedy  national  bankruptcy,  and  solemn  warnings  of 
national  repudiation.  These  declarations  were  supported  by  ref- 
erences to  the  figures  of  our  public  debt.  The  currency  was 
declared  to  be  $1,000,000,000  !  In  my  judgment,  such  predic- 
tions and  statements  cannot  be  made,  in  this  House  or  anywhere 
else,  without  damage  to  the  public  credit  and  to  private  interests. 
Nor  can  they  be  without  their  efiect  upon  the  thousands  of 
soldiers  in  the  field,  far  away  from  their  homes,  in  an  enemy's 
country.  They  look  to  Congress  to  build  up  the  national  credit, 
to  strengthen  it  if  it  is  really  endangered,  to  fortify  it  where  it 
needs  a  breastwork,  that  they  may  feel  secure  ofsample  supplies 
of  men  and  money  until  the  war  is  successfully  and  honorably 
terminated.  Sir,  with  all  my  objections  to  the  financial  system 
of  the  country,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  support  that  sj'stem 
until  the  war  is  over.  I  think  it  the  duty  of  every  man  in  this 
House,  to  labor  with  industrious  zeal  to  inspire  the  public  with 
confidence,  and  so  enable  the  Government  to  negotiate  its  loans 
and  meet  with  promptitude  all  its  obligations. 


Ml*.  Speaker,  my  main  object  to-day  is  to  dissent  from  the 
statements  made  in  that  debate  as  to  the  facts  in  respect  to  tlie 
amount  and  condition  of  the  public  debt ;  to  protest  against  the 
deductions  drawn  from  them,  even  if  they  are  as  represented ; 
but  more  particularly  to  show  that  there  is  nothing  up  to  this 
date  in  the  condition  of  the  debt  or  the  currency  which  justifies 
a  depreciation  of  from  thirty-three  and  a  third  to  forty  per  cent. 
in  the  latter,  as  against  gold  and  silver ;  or  warrants  the  improv- 
ident and  wicked  speculations  in  merchandise  and  commodities 
now  prevailing  in  the  Atlantic  cities  to  so  fearful  an  extent. 

For  the  purpose  of  doing  what  I  can,  to  disabuse  the  public 
mind  on  these  most  important  points,  I  propose,  in  the  first 
place,  to  call  the  attention  of  this  House  to  the  late  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  On  i)age  17  of  the  report  to  this 
Congress  we  find  the  following; : 


o 


"The  limit  prescribed  by  law  to  the  issue  of  United  States 
notes  has  been  reached,  and  the  Secretary  thinks  it  clearly  inex- 
pedient to  increase  the  amount.  AVhen  circulation  exceeds  the 
legitimate  requirements  for  real  payments  and  exchanges,  no  ad- 
dition to  its  volume  will  increase  its  value.  On  the  contrary, 
such  addition  tends  inevitably  to  depreciation ;  and  depreciation, 
if  addition  bs  continued,  will  find  its  only  practical  limit  in  the 
utter  worthlessness  of  the  augmented  mass. 

"  When  Congress  authorized  the  creation  of  debt,  to  a  certain 
extent,  in  the  form  of  United  States  notes,  and  impressed  on 
these  notes  the  qualities  of  a  circulating  medium,  its  action  was 
justified  by  the  disappearance  of  coin  in  consequence  of  tlie  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments ;  by  the  necessity  of  providing  a 
medium  in  which  taxes  could  be  collected,  loans  received,  and 
payments  made ;  and  by  the  obvious  expediency  of  providing 
tliat  medium  in  the  form  of  national  issues  instead  of  resorting 
to  the  paper  of  banks.  Under  the  circumstances  its  action  was 
wise  and  necessary ;  but  it  was  equally  wise  and  necessary  to 
limit  the  extent  of  the  issues  by  the  necessity  which  demanded 
them.  They  were  wanted  to  fill  the  vacuum  caused  l)y  the 
disappearance  of  coin  and  to  supply  the  additional  demands 
created  by  the  increased  number  and  variety  of  money  jiay- 
ments.  Congress  believed  that  $400,000,000'  M'ould  suffice  for 
these  purposes,  and  therefore  limited  issues  to  that  sum, 

"  The  Secretary  proposes  no  change  of  this  limitation,  and 
places  no  reliance,  therefore,  on  any  increase  of  resources  from 
increase  of  cii'culation.    Additional  loans  in  this  mode  would, 


indeed,  almost  certainly  prove  illusory;  for  diminished  value 
could  hardly  fail  to  neutralize  increased  amount. 

"Sufficient  circulation  having  been  already  provided,  the 
Government  must  now  borrow  like  any  other  employer  of  capi- 
tal temporarily  requiring  more  than  income  will  supply,  and 
rely  for  the  credit  which  will  secure  advantageous  loans  upon 
good  faith,  industrial  activity,  accumulated  though  not  immedi- 
ately available  capital,  and  satisfactory  provision  for  punctual 
payment  of  accruing  interest  and  ultimate  reimbui'sement  of 
principaL" 

-  These  declarations  of  the  Secretary  are  conclusive  as  to  his 
opinions  and  designs.  His  opinions  are,  that  sufficient  circula- 
tion has  been  provided ;  that  it  cannot  be  increased  except  at 
the  hazard  of  swift  destruction  to  the  whole  system ;  that  no 
change  in  the  limitation  or  increase  of  the  circulating  medium, 
which  is  $400,000,000,  ought  to  be  considered  for  a  moment. 
Here  is  an  official  declaration  that  $400,000,000  of  currency 
have  been  supplied  and  are  the  outside  limit  to  which  the  Secre- 
tary will  consent,  although  the  law  allows  an  issue  of  $450,000,- 
000.  Ought  not  the  country  to  be  satisfied  with  this,  the  assur- 
ance of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  his  official  signature? 
Where  are  we  to  get  the  facts  if  not  from  this  high  officer,  acting 
under  the  responsibilities  of  his  official  oath  ?  These  plans  of 
the  Secretary  commend  themselves  to  my  judgment  as  the  cor- 
rect steps  toward  a  healthy  and  sound  state  of  things.  They 
are  all  that  any  Democrat,  considering  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  existence  of  a  fearful  civil  war,  should  expect  or  de- 
mand. The  Secretary  has  a  right  to  the  support  of  this  House 
in  his  effijrts  to  approach  a  more  solid  system  of  finance.  So 
long  as  he  seeks  to  carry  out  these  principles  I  shall  support 
them  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  because  by  this  course  I  support 
the  best  interests  of  commerce  and  of  all  classes  and  conditions 
of  men.  I  support  the  means  whereby  the  Government  hopes 
to  check  expansion,  reduce  exaggerated  prices,  restrict  specula- 
tion, restore  confidence  and  diminish  the  public  expenses.  Sir, 
holding  these  views,  nothing  could  justify  me  in  withholding 
my  aid  from  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  and  most  laudable 
effort  to  reduce  the  issue  of  paper  money  and  to  check  the  in- 
flation now  rushing  like  a  whii'lwind  over  the  country,  and 


8. 

tliat,  too,  mainly  throngli  ignorance  of  our  real  resources,  and 
of  tlie  exact  character  of  the  public  debt. 

On  page  8  of  the  Secretary's  report  we  find  the  estimated 
condition  of  the  public  finances  up  to  the  1st  of  July,  1864-,  and 
the  estimated  total  debt  up  to  the  1st  of  July,  1865.  On  the 
1st  of  July,  18 6 J-,  the  public  debt  will  be  $1,686,956,641,  of 
which  $400,000,000  is  currency.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1865,  it 
will  be  $2,231,935,190,  of  which  $400,000,000  is  still  to  be  cur- 
rency. It  follows,  then,  that  the  funded  or  merchantable  debt 
will,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1846,  be  $1,286,956,641,  and  on 
Istof  July,  1865,  $1,831,935,190,  without  the  $400,000,000  of. 
currency.  It  Avill  be  remarked  that  I  class  all  but  the  $400,000,- 
000  legal  tender  as  funded  debt ;  that  I  assume  that  the  extreme 
limit  of  this  kind  of  money  has  been  reached ;  and  that  it  will 
never  be  exceeded  ;  and  here  permit  me  to  repeat,  that  I  base 
this  emphatic  declaration  on  the  language  of  the  Secretary's  re- 
port, which  admits  of  no  other  interpretation. 

I  now  propose  to  make  this  clear  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country.  The  $400,000,000  legal  tender,  recently  issued,  draw- 
ing five  per  cent,  interest,  redeemable  in  one  or  two  years,  and 
now  being  paid  out  by  the  Secretary,  is,  like  the  rest  of  the 
funded  debt,  a  merchantable  article,  partaking  of  the  character 
of  the  English  exchequer  bill.  It  varies  in  price  according  to 
the  value  of  money.  It  increases  in  value  daily  by  the  augmen- 
tation of  interest.  It  may  float  as  currency  for  a  few  days  after 
it  is  issued,  but  presently  it  is  absorbed  ;  it  disappears  from  the 
market.  At  its  maturity  it  must  be  paid.  It  difiers  from  the 
currency  in  being  made  payable  at  a  given  date,  and  drawing 
interest  up  to  a  given  time.  The  debt  certificates  which  are 
paid  out  by  the  Secretary  are  also  merchantable.  They  are 
bought  and  sold  for  money.  They  occupy  the  same  relation  to 
the  capital  that  any  promissory  note  occupies.  They  are  made 
payable  at  specific  times,  and  di'aw  interest  at  six  per  cent. 
They  are  not  currency. 

The  long  loan  of  the  Government  is  like  any  other  funded 
debt ;  and  so,  Mr.  Speaker,  out  of  $1,600,000,000  of  debt  created 
thus  far,  but  $400,000,000  is  currency. 

The  national  bank  currency  act  for  the  creation  of  $300,000,000 
circulation  of  uniform  value  throughout  the  United  States  I  un- 
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derstand  as  being  designed  to  supersede  tlie  existing  local  State 
bank  currency  of  the  country ;  that  it  is  simply  the  substitution 
of  one  plan  for  another — a  plan  -which  is  regarded  by  the  Secre- 
tary as  the  most  suitable  in  time  of  war,  calculated  to  strengthen 
the  national  credit,  provide  a  means  for  the  sale  of  Government 
debt  in  considerable  quantities,  and  prepare  the  way  for  a  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  as  well  as  the  gradual  displacement  oi 
the  legal  tenders.  It  does  not  look  to  an  increase  of  the  currency. 
The  new  system  comes  into  existence  as  the  old  system  exj)ires. 
There  is  no  occasion,  therefore,  for  alarm  from  this  source. 
Congress  may  be  called  upon  to  modify  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion on  this  subject,  that  the  machine  may  work  with  j)6rfect 
smoothness,  but  I  think  it  will  be  demonstrated  that,  as  the 
currency  of  the  State  banks  shall  cease  to  exist,  the  banks 
themselves,  by  enabling  laws,  or  by  other  processes,  can  readily 
pass  under  the  new  system.  It  therefore  follows  that  no  new 
device  for  the  creation  of  more  paper  money  is  to  be  found  in 
this  bill.  Nor  am  I  prepared  to  say,  in  view  of  the  fact  of  the 
introduction  of  the  legal-tender  currency  during  the  Avar  as  an 
absolute  necessity,  and  of  its  necessary  existence  to  a  greater  or 
lesser  degree  for  a  time  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  that 
the  national  bank  cun-ency  act  will  not  prove  to  be  a  wise  and 
b.eneficent  measure,  calculated,  as  suggested  by  the  Secretary,  to 
insure  an  early  return  to  specie  payments,  without  the  disorders 
and  convulsions  that  have  heretofore  followed  directly  in  the 
wake  of  great  financial  changes,  and  especially  such  a  change  as 
the  substitiition  of  specie  payments  for  those  of  paper.  A  care- 
ful examination  of  this  great  question  is  certainly  demanded  by 
the  best  interests  of  the  people,  and  I  propose  to  give  it  the  best 
attention  of  which  I  am  capable  before  deciding  upon  my  future 
course  in  the  matter.  I  shall,  however,  examine  it  solely  on  its 
merits  in  connection  with  the  probable  wants  of  the  country 
growing  out  of  the  war,  and  broadly  as  a  question  of  finance, 
in  which  every  human  being  in  tlie  nation  is  directly  interested. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  buy  the  funded  debt  of  the  United 
States  for  income.  They  buy  it  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  is  created.  They  buy  it  on  the 
credit  of  the  nation,  on  its  resources,  on  the  present  and  pros- 
pective magnitude  of  its  population  and  its  productive  power. 
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Tliey  buy  on  the  past  history  of  the  ct51mtry,  on  its  rapid  growth, 
on  its  unsurpassed  prospects  for  the  future.  They  believe  in  the 
perpetuation  of  our  institutions  and  in  the  preservation  of  our 
national  unity.  They  believe  in  but  one  Government  over  our 
vast  domain.  They  believe  in  the  value  of  one  million  square 
miles  of  public  lands  west  of  the  Missouri ;  in  the  thousands  of 
millions  of  mineral  wealth  folded  in  its  vast  embrace.  They 
believe  in  the  construction  of  the  Pacific  railroad  ;  in  an  exodus 
of  millions  of  men  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  prepared  with  their 
machinery  to  grind  them  to  powder,  and  extract  from  their 
prolific  sides  huge  volumes  of  treasure.  They  believe  in  the 
iron,  the  coal,  the  copper,  the  lead,  the  silver,  the  cinnabar,  and 
all  the  valuable  minerals,  both  metallic  and  alkaline,  which  they 
know  to  exist  in  unlimited  quantities  within  that  vast  region  of 
seven  hundred  millions  of  acres ;  but  if  they  are  willing  and 
eager  to  buy  the  funded  debt  of  the  nation  on  this  security, 
how  can  we  explain  the  sale  of  $400,000,000  currency,  based  in 
reality  on  the  same  security,  at  thirty-three  and  a  third  to  forty 
per  cent,  discount  ?  "  There  is  more  in  this,  if  our  philosophy 
could  but  find  it  out." 

Let  us,  however,  examine  some  of  the  reasons  why  this  confi- 
dence should  exist.  I  find,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  very  remarkable 
and  highly  valuable  report  of  Hon.  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  made,  in 
September  of  last  year,  to  the  International  Statistical  Congress 
at  Berlin,  on  the  resources  of  the  United  States — a  paper  that 
should  be  circulated  all  over  the  country — the  following  valu. 
able  statistics  on  the  subject  of  the  increase  of  the  population 
of  the  United  States  when  compared  with  other  countries. 
The  population  of  France  increased  thirty-seven  per  cent,  in 
sixty  3'ears,  from  1801  to  18G1 ;  of  Prussia,  seventy-nine  per 
cent,  in  forty-five  years,  from  1816  to  1861 ;  of  England  and 
Wales  one  hundred  and  twcntj^-one  per  cent,  in  sixty  years ; 
against  an  increase  in  the  United  States  of  five  hundi'ed  and 
ninety-three  per  cent,  in  the  same  length  of  time. 

The  increase  of  the  national  wealth  within  the  last  ten  years 
is  thus  presented  in  the  same  report :  assessed  value  of  property 
actually  taxed  in  1850,  leaving  out  the  assessed  value  of  slaves, 
$6,174,780,000,  and  in  1860  $14,223,618,068;  leaving  an  in- 
crease in  the  decade  of  $8,048,825,840.     Mr.  Eiigglos  thus 
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distributes  this  vast  increase  of  the  natio-nai  wealth :  to  l^ew 
England  $735,754,244 ;  to  the  Middle  Atlantic  or  carrying  and 
commercial  States,  from  ISTew  York  to  Maryland,  inclusive, 
$1,834,911,579  ;  and  to  the  food-producing  interior  itself,  embra- 
cing the  eight  great  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Missouri,  $2,810,000,000. 

ISTow,  sir,  at  this  rate  of  increase,  in  1870,  six  years  hence,  we 
should  have  $35,000,000,000  of  national  wealth,  and  in  ISSO, 
in  only  sixteen  years,  $80,000,000,000. 

[In  view,  however,  of  the  unusual  anrl  exceptional  expenditure  of  the  existing  de- 
cade, embracing  a  period  of  war,  and  of  the  consequent  waste  of  L^bor  and  property 
it  might  be  safer  to  limit  the  actual  increase  of  assessed  property  to  the  rate  of 
increase  of  our  population,  now  reduced  by  experience  very  nearly  to  certainty 
That  rate,  as  established  by  Mr.  Ruggles'  report,  has  varied  very  little  from  33J- 
per  cent,  for  each  succeeding  decade  since  1790.  Reducing  the  increase  of  property 
to  that  rate  (and  excluding  slaves,  valued,  as  property,  in  1860  at  §1,935,000,000), 
the  residue  being  $14,300,000,000  in  1S60,  would  become,  $19,066,000,000  in  1870  ; 
and  in  1880  (one  year  before  our  funded  debt  begins  to  be  payable),  $25,421,000,000. 

The  completion,  howevei*,  within  the  present  decade,  of  railways  and  other  roads 
affording  adequate  and  speedy  access  to  our  gold-bearing  regions,  must  add  largely 
and  rapidly  to  the  increase  of  assessed  property.] 

Sir,  the  legal-tender  currency  of  $400,000,000,  if  divided 
equally  among  these  States,  to  be  paid  by  them  out  of  the  ac- 
tual increase  of  wealth  of  the  last  decade,  would  have  been  ex- 
tinguished in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  1860,  and  the  bal- 
ance remaining  on  hand  of  increase  for  the  ten  years  preceding, 
would  have  been  the  enormous  sum  of  $7,748,000,000. 

These  figm-es  are  presented,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  show 
how  utterly  unimportant  is  this  amount  of  currency,  when  re- 
garded or  examined  in  connection  with  the  nation's  ability  to  pay 
it.  And  yet  we  are  told  that  the  country  is  on  the  verge  of  hope- 
less ruin.  Iso,  sir.  Let  the  Secretary  only  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  to  the  language  of  his  report.  In  the  words  of  the 
poet,  the  nation 

"  Is  for  as  the  farthest  from  ruin ; 
The  fields  seem  to  know  what  their  master  is  doing; 
And  pasture  and  orchard  and  cornfield  and  lea 
All  catch  the  infection,  as  generous  as  he." 

In  this  connection,  or  in  connection  with  that  vast  section  of 
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this  conntiy  wliich  stretches  away  from  the  Missouri  to  the 
Pacific,  so  forcibly  exhibited  in  the  report  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, let  me  request  my  colleague  from  Kew  York,  who  is 
filled  with  apprehension  of  coming  woe  in  the  shape  of  national 
ruin  growing  out  of  the  creation  of  $^00,000,000  of  paper 
money,  to  pass  for  a  few  moments  from  this  Hall  to  the  foot  of 
the  great  marble  staircase  that  leads  to  the  upper  story  of  this 
building.  His  attention  will  be  arrested  at  the  foot  of  the  steps 
by  a  magnificent  work  of  art  illustrating  the  declaration  of  the 
distinguished  Bishop  Berkeley — for  I  believe  this  country  is  in- 
debted to  him  for  that  brief  but  expressive  sentence — "  West- 
ward the  course  of  empire  takes  its  way." 

Sir,  we  all  know  my  colleague  to  be  a  man  of  fine  imagina- 
tion and  of  quick  perceptions.  As  he  will  gaze  on  this  eftbrt 
of  the  gifted  artist,  he  will,  in  spite  of  himself,  find  his  heart 
swelling  under  the  inspirations  that  will  sweep  unbidden  over  his 
kinder  nature  and  his  gentler  judgment.  He  will  gladly  acknowl- 
edge that  in  the  truths  of  to-day,  the  prophetic  declarations  of 
the  writer  of  that  sentence  have  been  already  realized.  The 
com-se  of  empire  has  been  westward.  Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  men  have  surged  over  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  like  a  flood, 
and  now,  like  the  tidal  pulses  of  the  sea,  are  rolling  backward 
again  east  to  the  Pocky  mountains  to  meet  the  still  rolling  west- 
ern waves  at  the  same  point.  On  the  sides  of  those  mountains, 
and  in  the  basins  and  valleys  which  they  create,  an  empire  of 
millions  of  human  souls  are  destined  ere  long  to  concentrate 
their  mighty  energies,  struggling  with  the  seaboard  for  su- 
premacy in  material  wealth.  Sir,  they  will  be  indorsers  of 
this  $400,000,000.  Twenty-five  millions  of  people  living  to-day 
have  made  these  bonds  or  obligations.  Forty-two  millions  of 
people  will  guarantee  them  in  1870.  "VVhy,  sir,  that  is  only  six 
years  hence,  and  according  to  the  census  of  1860  fifty-six  millions 
will  look  after  the  debt  if  it  is  not  paid  in  1880,  only  sixteen 
years  hence,  backed  up  by  at  least  twent^^-five,  if  not  thirty  or 
forty  thousand  millions  of  dollars  of  capital  or  national  wealth. 
Sir,  no  comment  is  necessary  in  the  face  of  figures  like  these  ! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  for  the  sake  of  argument,  sup- 
pose, what  I  contend  is  hardly  supposable,  that  this  government 
sliould,  in  the  course  of  its  struggles,  overwhelmed  with  new 
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emban'assments,  find  itself  unable  to  pay  its  interest  on  its  fnnded 
debt  for  one  or  more  years.  What  would  be  the  result  ?  It 
miglit  and  probably  would  bring  national  concern  and  mortifica- 
tion, but  not  national  disgrace,  still  less  national  ruin.  It  Avonld 
not  retard  our  national  growth  for  a  single  hour.  The  soil  would 
still  produce  its  teeming  millions  of  grain  ;  the  Pacific  slope  its 
immense  treasures  of  gold  and  silver.  The  tide  of  population 
would  still  sweep  in  hundreds  of  thousands.  Our  industry  would 
still  flourish,  our  people  labor,  and  the  country,  in  all  its  great- 
ness and  its  glory,  still  remain.  Sir,  we  have  already  seen  in  our 
own  brief  history  that  which  will  illustrate  what  may  be  seen 
again  upon  a  larger  scale.  Our  record  already  presents  two 
memorable  instances  well  worthy  of  thoughtful  consideration, 
not  only  by  ourselves,  but  especially  by  the  European  world. 

More  than  twenty  years  ago,  our  western  Statcis,  led  on  by  a 
spirit  of  enterprise  far  in  advance  of  their  actual  development 
in  material  wealth  and  in  population,  contracted  debts  for  their 
internal  improvements.  In  a  dark  financial  hour  they  fiiiled  to 
pay  the  interest,  and  their  obligations  declined  from  a  premium 
of  twenty  per  cent,  down  to  eighty  per  cent,  below  par.  The 
great  State  of  Ohio  trembled  to  her  center  at  the  time  from  ap- 
prehension and  fear ;  while  powerful  Pennsylvania,  vrith  all 
her  wealth,  saw  her  securities  sixty  per  cent,  below  par.  Some 
years  elapsed  before  the  western  States  responded.  But,  sir, 
they  did  respond,  nobly  responded,  paid  every  dollar,  and  tri- 
umphantly vindicated  the  judgment  of  the  pioneers  who  marked 
out  the  system  of  internal  improvements.  They  vindicated  also 
the  judgment  of  the  purchasers  of  their  securities,  botli  at  home 
and  abroad,  who  bought  as  men  now  buy  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States  on  vdiat  they  sec  and  believe  in  the  future  of  this 
rapidly  expanding  country. 

Hence,  I  would  urge  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
great  importance  of  acting  with  promptitude  upon  the  clear  and 
comprehensive  language  contained  in  his  report ;  to  borrow  in 
the  open  money  market,  and  at  the  market  price,  every  dollar 
hereafter  demanded  by  the  wants  of  the  Government.  I  would 
advise  a  sale  of  the  funded  debt  to  any  extent  necessary  ;  and  I 
would  especially  urge  upon  this  House  and  all  its  members,  to 
exert  their  best  and  highest  powers  to  show  the  magnitude  of 
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tlie  security  offered  by  the  nation,  and  tlie  great  and  growing 
power  of  the  Eepublic,  and  thus  to  facilitate  the  Secretary  in 
the  most  effective  manner  in  all  his  future  negotiations. 

The  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  are  worthy  of  especial  men- 
tion as  affording  evidence  of  the  wonderful  recuperation  of  our 
people  from  heavy  embarrassments.  It  is  within  the  recollection 
of  many  members  of  this  House,  if  not  all  of  them,  hov.' 
the  linancial  disasters  that  broke  over  those  young  States  of 
the  West,  affected  the  financial  sensibilities  of  both  hemi- 
spheres. Europe  was  largely  interested  in  these  obligations,  and 
very  large  amounts  of  them  were  held  in  tins  country.  These 
States  were  covered  with  ignominy  and  reproach,  and  they  were 
compelled  to  endure  the  base  charges  of  repudiation  and  bank- 
ruptcy. Sir,  they  were  never  for  one  moment  bankrupt,  nor 
did  they  even  for  one  moment  falter  in  the  resolution  to  repair 
the  disasters  of  that  fearful  period  by  an  early  liquidation  of  all 
their  indebtedness.  Sir,  the  example  of  these  States  to  their 
brethren  of  this  country  will  live  in  all  coming  time,  and  it 
stands  out,  and  will  ever  stand  out,  as  the  most  incontrovertible 
testimony  that  the  nation  of  Vvdiich  they  form  so  vital  and  com- 
manding, and  so  patriotic  a  portion,  will  pay  every  dollar, 
both  principal  and  interest,  be  it  funded  debt  or  legal  tender — 
every  dollar  expended  to  perpetuate  the  structure  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  all  its  splendid  proportions,  in  all  its  majestic  outlines. 

The  other  historical  instance  was  furnished  by  our  railroad 
crisis.  Hailroad  ctocks  and  bonds  descended  in  public  estima- 
tion from  a  high  premium  almost  to  zero.  Thirty-three  thou- 
sand miles  had  been  built,  costing  $1,300,000,000,  or  an  amount 
equal  to  the  present  national  debt ;  built  by  the  enterprise  of 
our  people,  and  exceeding  in  lineal  extent,  all  the  railways  of 
Europe.  Sir,  when  the  hour  came,  and  these  securities  were 
unsaleable  ;  when  these  corporations  did  not  pay  their  interest, 
and  when  men  who  held  them  seemed  in  def^pair,  what  did 
the  crisis  destroy  ?  It  did  not  destroy  the  railways ;  it  did 
not  diminish  traffic;  it  did  not  stay  the  strong  arni  of  tlio 
agriculturist;  it  did  not  retard  the  groAvth  of  our  population. 
No,  sir  ;  the  system  was  "  bound  "  to  live ;  it  belonged  to  this, 
the  nineteenth  century ;  it  was  conceived  in  great  foresight  and 
wisdom,  and  it  survived  through  new  economies  and  the  intro- 
duction of  wiser  and  more  prudent  counsels  in  its  management. 
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Who  suffered  by  tliis  remai-kable  crisis  ?  Kot  tlie  owners  of 
the  property,  for  tliey  saved  tlieir  money  in  the  revival  of  the 
prices  of  both  bonds  and  stock  ;  not  the  country,  for  it  remained, 
and  yet  remains,  teeming  with  prosperity,  productiveness  and 
power,  stimulated  and  strengthened  by  this  gigantic  system  of 
international  commimication. 

ITow,  sir,  where  is  the  difference  between  the  funded  debt  of 
a  great  community  and  the  funded  debt  of  a  smaller  community, 
or  the  debt  and  obligations  of  incorporated  companies  ?  Show 
me  the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  calamity  that  would 
befall  the  Government  if  we  should  fail  to  pay  interest  for  a 
single  year,  and  the  calamity  that  befell  the  States  of  Indiana 
and  Ilhnois  under  the  like  circumstances,  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  might  sum  up  all  I  have  to  say  in  the  simple 
statement,  that  the  only  thing  which  the  country  has  to  fear 
is  the  continued  depreciation  of  the  $400,000,000  of  legal  tender, 
which  the  peojDle  sell  at  thirty- three  to  forty  per  cent,  discount, 
imder  the  influence  of  the  marvelous  fears  generated  and  en- 
couraged by  those  who  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  power  and 
resources  .of  the  nation.  To  my  understanding  all  om*  trouble 
lies  with  the  legal  tender.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  to 
the  people  of  the  country  as  a  nation,  as  to  what  the  funded  debt 
may  sell  at  in  the  mutations  of  the  future.  The  Government 
has  only  to  look  after  the  interest  upon  the  debt  and  the  princi- 
pal at  its  maturity.  "With  the  currency,  whicli  every  man  is 
bound  by  law  to  receive  for  his  property,  it  is  anotlier  affair. 
There  is  no  time  fixed  for  its  final  extinguishment,  and  our 
enemies  seek  to  discredit  and  destroy  it  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
People  who  take  it  hasten  to  invest  it  in  real  property,  while 
speculation  lives  and  flom-ishes  by  holding  it  up  to  public  odium 
and  contempt.  The  more  speculation  can  discredit  it,  the  more 
speculation  thrives. 

Speculation  is  sleepless  in  its  efforts  to  discredit  it ;  and  yet, 
sir,  there  is  a  way  to  remedy  the  difliculty.  It  is  by  familiar- 
izing the  people  with  the  power,  resources  and  wealth  of  the 
nation ;  and  this,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  duty  of  every  Eeprc- 
sentative  in  this  House,  and  of  every  intelligent  and  reflecting 
citizen  out  of  it.    If  this  $100,000,000  of  currency  were  se- 
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enrcd  to  be  paid  to-morrow,  if  the  nation  could  see  it  begin  to 
expire  by  the  establishment  of  a  sinking  fund  of  ten  per  cent, 
per  annum,  which  would  destroy  it  all  in  ten  years,  or  if,  by  legia- 
lation,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  burn  $100,000  of  it  per  day, 
until  the  whole  )^400,000,000  were  destroyed,  do  you  imagino 
that  you  would  hear  anything  more  of  a  rise  in  gold  ?  Sir,  it 
■would  be  the  death  of  the  speculators  on  the  sea-board,  and  the 
nation  would  rise  from  its  fears  and  apprehensions  full  of  fresh 
power  and  energy.  So  small  an  effort  as  this,  in  my  opinion, 
would  reduce  the  expenses  of  this  Government  thirty-three  and 
one  third  per  cent,  per  annum.  lt\  sir,  I  am  right  in  this  con- 
clu-ion,  why  should  the  people  be  inflamed  or  terrified  by 
these  dark  predictions  of  impending  bankruptcy  and  ruin  ?  And 
why  are  we  not  bound  to  present,  in  contradiction  to  statements 
such  as  I  have  referred  to,  facts  that  lead  the  mind  to  an  entirely 
different  judgment  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  my  deep  conviction,  and  I  would  re- 
peat, with  all  the  emphasis  I  am  capable  of  expressing,  that 
in  advocating  every  legitimate  measure  for  strengthening  our 
financial  system  ;  by  encouraging  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  persGvere  in  carrying  out  the  ideas  so  distinctly  presented  in 
his  annual  report ;  by  pointing  out,  to  the  extent  of  my  humble 
aliility,  the  way  to  roll  back  the  current  that  has  set  in  such 
fearful  force  against  the  public  credit ;  by  exhibiting  in  even 
so  feeble  a  manner,  the  vast  resources  of  our  country,  and 
showing  that  an  issue  of  $400,000,000  of  currency,  is  after  all 
only  a  substitute  for  the  gold  and  bank  circulation  it  has  dis- 
placed, I  best  fulfil  my  duty  as  a  Representative  in  this  trying 
peiiod.  I  feel  that  the  people,  who  are  to  be  ingulfed  in  case  of 
a  calamity  so  fearful  as  national  bankruptcy,  will  surely  sustain 
me  in  my  efforts,  and  will  sustain  all  who  take  a  similar  course 
in  the  midst  of  the  emergencies  of  this  eventful  contest. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  who  advocated  the  proposition  to 
empower  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  tlie  inter 
est  on  the  public  debt,  and  so  dispose  of  the  surplus  gold  in  the 
Treasury,  and  avoid  its  accumulation  hereafter  by  tiie  same 
means,  declared  that,  disguise  or  conceal  it  as  we  might,  the  cur 
reucy  had  depreciated  to  the  extent  indicated  by  the  price  of 
gold. 
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Sir,  the  quotation  daily  made  for  gold  in  the  New  York  mar- 
ket, is  certainly  an  indication  for  the  da}^,  of  the  positive  depreci- 
ation of  the  currency.  Any  one  ^vho  owns  gold  can  certainly ' 
sell  it  at  the  Kew  York  quotation  for  paper.  No  one  can  deny 
the  truth  of  this  proposition  ;  but  I  submit  to  that  gentle- 
man, and  to  those  who  concur  with  him  in  opinion,  whether 
there  are  not  many  good  grounds  for  the  belief  that  there  are 
causes  operating  to  produce  this  depreciation  unknown  before  in 
the  history  of  paper  money,  and  whether  some  of  them  may 
not  be  regarded  as  wholly  artificial,  and  capable  of  being  easily 
exposed  and  dispelled.  Sir,  I  think  there  are  artificial  means 
constantly  being  used  to  influence  the  price  of  gold.  These 
means  have  been  employed  since  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. They  have  increased  from  month  to  month  for  the  past 
year,  just  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  speculation,  which  to- 
day exceeds  m  volume  anything  ever  known  before  in  the  history 
of  our  country.  It  has  become  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  this 
monstrous  structure  of  illegitimate  traffic,  that  the  price  of  gold 
should  continue  to  rise  in  respect  to  the  currency ;  and,  sir,  it 
will  not  be  permitted  to  decline,  if  human  ingenuity  and  human 
efibrt  can  prevent  it.  Such  a  state  of  things  must  give  birth  to 
every  species  of  device,  and  to  every  kind  of  artificial  process. 
They  will  como  in  the  form  of  misrepresentations  of  the  military 
situation  of  the  country,  and  exaggerated  statements  of  any  de- 
feats in  the  field ;  they  will  appear  in  the  shape  of  extensive  com- 
binations for  the  temporary  purchase  of  the  floating  gold  in  the 
market ,  in  the  false  statements  as  to  the  character  and  condition 
of  the  public  debt,  and  in  the  objects  and  designs  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  all  this  rendered  more  easily  available  by  the 
ignorance  that  is  permitted  to  prevail  as  to  the  resources  and 
power  of  the  nation. 

To  illustrate  my  views  more  fully  as  to  "  causes  hitherto  un- 
known "  now  operating  to  the  prejudice  of  the  currency,  I 
would  ask  the  House  to  regard  New  York  city,  the  great  com- 
mercial and  financial  center,  connected  by  the  electric  wires  with 
every  city  and  every  town  of  any  importance  in  every  State  not 
in  rebellion,  away  to  the  far-off  Pacific.  The  opinions  of  rep- 
resentative men  are  solemnly  uttered  in  this  House  that  national 
bankruptcy  and  repudiation  arj  surging  at  our  feet  to  ingulf  us 
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in  tlieir  formidable  waves.  The  llglitning  tliat  carries  this  fearful 
verdict  to  tlie  people  of  tlie  country,  flashes  the  tidings  to  the 
city  of  New  York  almost  instantly  from  innumerable  points  in 
the  shape  of  positive  orders  to  buy  gold,  to  buy  merchandise,  to 
buy  commodities.  Thousands  of  orders  reach  that  great  mart 
in  an  hour,  and  through  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  hence  a  traffic, 
boundless  in  extent,  and  all  in  one  direction,  all  to  purchase 
property  at  the  market  prices,  without  limit,  is  carried  on  in  that 
city  by  a  frightened  and  frenzied  population.  Has  the  currency 
really  depreciated  because  of  these  transactions?  Is  national 
bankruptcy  really  here  because  of  such  declarations  ?  I  cannot  so 
regard  it.  The  truth  is,  that  this  modern  instrument,  electricity, 
is  playing  a  new  and  most  important  part  in  the  affairs  of  men, 
and  for  the  first  time  in  the  greatest  drama  in  the  history  of 
civilization.  It  so  concentrates  and  so  intensifies  the  incidents 
of  human  life,  so  entirely  controls  and  governs  them,  that  those 
who  measure  the  present  by  the  past,  utterly  fail  of  arriving  at 
proper  or  just  conclusions.  Sir,  I  look  for  the  moment  when  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  moved  by  different  impulses,  in- 
fluenced by  calmer  counsels,  led  by  wiser  judgments,  and  en- 
lightened by  the  spirit  of  truth,  will  see  with  a  clearer  vision  the 
actual  condition  of  their  country,  and  be  overwhelmed  with 
Bhame  and  mortification  at  their  own  weakness  and  folly. 

Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  existence  of  some  vast  building  or 
theatre,  crowded  with  thousands  of  human  beings,  all  intent 
upon  the  enjoyment  of  some  great  dramatic  spectacle  ;  and  sup- 
pose that,  in  the  midst  of  their  engrossment  in  the  play,  in 
obedience  to  a  concerted  signal,  a  few  voices  should  raise  the  ap- 
palling cry  of  fire,  and  rush  through  the  narrow  outlets  toward 
the  street.  Need  we  foretell^ the  fearful  disasters  that  would 
follow  the  efforts  of  that  frenzied  multitude,  in  their  attempts  to 
escape  through  the  contracted  and  crowded  corridors  ?  Sir, 
hundreds  might  be  crushed  to  death,  while  thousands  were  being 
robbed  by  those  who  had  precipitated  the  calamity.  But  must 
,-we  assume  that  the  building  is  really  on  fire  merely  because  of 
the  infuriated  cry  of  fire?  I  think  not,  sir ;  and  yet  such  is  the 
actual  condition  of  the  people  of  this  country  on  the  great 
question  of  the  national  currency.  Hundreds  have  been  crying 
fire  for  the  past  tliree  years,  while  multitudes  have  been  en- 
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deavoring  to  escape  tlie  fearful  calamity  wliicli  is  said  to  tlireaten 
the  paper  system.  It  is  to  be  entirely- demolislied,  say  our 
enemies;  and  while  the  cry  continues,  and  every  imaginable 
auxiliary  is  being  used  to  magnetize  the  nation  into  such  a  belief, 
and  while  the  people  are  rushing  out  of  the  building  in  mad 
disorder,  a  system  of  pillage  is  going  forward  that  defies  descrip- 
tion, and  human  ingenuity  is  taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity  to 
keep  up  the  alarm,  that  the  spoils  of  the  enterprise  may  aug- 
ment, and  the  opportunities  for  plunder  survive  a  little  longer. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  regard  the  present  depreciation  of  the  currency 
of  the  United  States  from  thirty-three  to  forty  per  cent,  discount 
for  gold,  as  a  monstrous  crime  or  a  fearful  delusion ;  I  regard  every 
man  as  guilty  of  heinous  crime  who  does  anything  to  promote 
that  depreciation.  While  the  few  are  benefiting  by  it,  while  the 
capitalists  are  rejoicing  over  their  advantages,  the  masses  of  our 
countrymen  are  suffering  fearfully,  and  must  continue  to  suffer 
still  more,  unless  we  awake  to  the  magnitude  of  the  crisis,  and 
use  the  mighty,  national  facts  with  which  God  has  providentially 
furnished  us,  to  countei;act  the  evil  and  restore  public  con- 
fidence in  all  classes  of  our  securities. 

Sir,  it  may  be  urged  that  the  most  gifted  intellects  and  the 
most  profound  wisdom  have  been  exerted  on  the  side  of  truth 
for  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  and  that  no  good  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  the  declaration  that  the  truth  has  been  obscured, 
and  that  only  the  false  has  been  extensively  circulated  tlu'ough 
the  modern  machinery  of  the  telegraph.  To  that  I  must  answer, 
that  during  the  whole  of  this  war,  certainly  during  the  existence 
of  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  talent 
of  the  House  has  not  been  actively  exerted  in  exhibiting  the 
giant  resom'ces  and  the  vast  causes  which  are  silently  but  so  power- 
fully operating  in  upholding  the  great  and  lasting  interests  of  the 
people,  during  the  present  tremendous  conflict.  The  war  itself, 
the  measures  for  its  prosecution  and  final  settlement,  have  en- 
grossed our  entire  attention,  while  for  want  of  practical  legis- 
lation, the  solid  industry  of  the  country  is  being  subordinated 
to  wild  speculation,  and  the  currency  rotting  away  daily,  to  the 
almost  Irreparable  damage  of  the  national  interests. 

But,  sir,  I  look  hopefully  into  the  future.  I  cannot  but  be- 
lieve that  there  is  a  great  change  approacliing.    The  Secretary  • 


of  the  Treasury  has  indicated  the  policy  which  he  designs  here- 
after to  pursue.  He  asks  uo  more  legal-tender  money  from  this 
Congress.  He  marks  out  for  himself  a  well-defined  line  in  the 
direction  of  a  sound  and  stable  state  of  things,  which  he  is  reso- 
lutely determined  to  occupy.  A  man  reads  with  no  understand- 
ing, who  does  not  perceive  such  a  resolution  in  his  report  to  Con- 
gress. Sir,  this  wholesome  policy  must  have  the  effect  to  check 
the  speculative  madness  of  the  present  hour;  it  will  have, the 
effect  to  re-establish  public  confidence  in  the  power  of  the  nation, 
and  in  the  soundness  of  its  obligations ;  it  will  restore  to  sanity 
those  who  are  mad,  and  bring  about  a  reaction  of  public  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  the  currency  which  so  many  have  been  dis- 
honoring, and  which,  for  a  time,  is  so  indispensable  to  the  safety 
and  the  life  of  the  nation. 

"When  this  moment  arrives,  as  arrive  it  assuredly  will,  we  shall 
again  realize  the  influence  of  electricity.  The  current  of  dis- 
order will  as  suddenly  subside  ;  it  will  be  rolled  backward  to  its 
source  with  an  impetuosity  of  terrible  strength.  The  wires  will 
again  be  in  requisition,  and  flash  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  to  the  great  center  of  traffic,  but  conveying  tidings  very 
different  from  what  they  have  so  long  been  used  to  carry.  Sir, 
on  that  day  I  commend  New  York  to  the  especial  notice  of  this 
House.  "With  the  decline  in  gold,  the  present  exaggerated  values 
will  shrink  and  dwindle  from  thirty-three  and  one-third  to  fifty 
per  cent,  in  a  single  day,  and  the  masses  of  our  people  again 
begin  to  find  the  proceeds  of  their  labor  equal  to  their  neces- 
sities. 

Sir,  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  use  every  effort  to  bring  about 
such  a  state  of  things.  The  first  step  we  are  bound  to  take  is, 
to  relieve  the  Government  from  the  mischievous  position  of  being 
a  hoarder  of  gold.  It  cannot  afford  to  be  an  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  its  enemies,  a  participator  in  the  depreciation  of  its 
currency,  a  party  to  the  speculations  of  the  sea-board.  It  can- 
not be  auxiliary  to  that  without  precipitating  its  own  ruin. 

The  second  step  should  be  to  allay  the  public  fears  as  to  the 
value  and  extent  of  the  legal-tender  issue.  The  amoimt  is  but 
$400,000,000,  not  $1,000,000,000.  Instead  of  an  imlimited  issue 
hereafter,  not  one  dollar  more  should  be  added ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  amount  in  circulation  should  be  reduced,  and  a  more 
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enlarged  system  of  taxation  established.  Such,  from  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Secretary's  report,  is  to  be  the  future  policy  of  the 
Government. 

The  third  should  be,  to  exhibit  and  keep  before  the  people  the 
immense  resources  and  power  of  the  nation ;  to  show  the  dif- 
ference between  its  ability  to  meet  the  formidable  emergencies 
of  the  present  war,  and  the  ability  of  other  nations  at  otlier 
periods  to  meet  the  emergencies  of  their  revolutionary  and  other 
contests ;  and  to  point  out  how  far  any  parallel  exists  between 
the  struggle  on  this  continent  and  the  past  struggles  of  nations 
in  the  Old  World.  In  respect  to  the  comparisons  so  pei*sever- 
ingly  and  so  strangely  urged  between  the  condition  of  the  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States  and  that  of  the  French  assign  ats 
during  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  we  need  only  state,  that 
France  issued  $9,000,000,000  of  that  kind  of  paper  within 
about  the  same  time  that  we  have  issued  $d  00,000,000,  or  less 
than  five  per  cent,  of  that  of  France.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  as 
absurd  as  it  is  unpatriotic,  to  draw  any  parallel  between  tlie 
cases,  and  certainly  when  we  regard  the  question  in  connection 
with  the  resources  of  the  two  Powers.  The  rate  of  increase 
of  the  population  of  this  country  over  that  of  France  for  the 
past  seven  decades,  is  enough  of  itself  to  settle  the  question. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  above  all,  the  people  must  be 
made  to  see  the  difference  between  currency  and  funded  debt, 
a  thing  that  seems  to  be  so  little  understood ;  and  the  civilized 
world  must  be  made  to  see  the  vast  security  afforded  for  the 
final  extinguishment  of  our  debt,  and  our  abundant  resources 
to  meet  the  continued  demands  of  the  war,  if  necessary,  for 
many  years  to  come,  and  that  in  no  conceivable  event  the 
national  life  will  be  lost,  or  the  national  credit  tarnished  even  for 
a  moment,  by  bankruptcy  or  repudiation. 

I  now  move  the  previous  question  upon  the  pending  amend- 
ment, and  which  I  offer  with  the  consent  of  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means.    I  ask  that  the  substitute  be  read. 

The  proposed  substitute  was  read,  as  follows : 
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Joint  Eesolution  to  antliorize  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasmy 
to  sell  any  surplus  gold. 

Be  U  resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reiwesentatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America^  in  Congress  assemhled^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  first, 
reserving  in  the  Treasury  an  amount  sufficient  to  meet  the  pay- 
ments in  gold  required  by  law,  to  sell  from  time  to  time  at  public 
auction,  after  having  given  five  days'  notice  in  the  daily  papers 
of  New  York,  any  portion  of  the  surplus  of  gold  in  the  Treasui-y 
of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may,  instead  of  such  sale,  apply  the  gold  in  the  Trea- 
sm-y  to  the  redemption  in  advance  of  the  interest  coupons  of 
tlie  United  States,  which  by  law  are  required  to  be  paid  in  gold, 
whenever  the  amount  on  hand  shall  be  sufficient  to  discharge 
the  entire  amount  maturing  and  on  the  same  day. 


Note. — ^The  measure  above  proposed,  after  much  debate  in  both  Houses  of  Coa 
gresa,  was  finally  passed  in  the  following  form,  and  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

JoixT  Resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  Hesolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized 
to  anticipate  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt  by  a  period  not  exceed* 
iiig  one  year,  from  time  to  time,  either  with  or  without  a  rebate  of  interest  on  tho- 
coupons,  as  to  him  may  seem  expedient ;  and  be  is  hereby  authorized  to  dispose  oi 
any  gold  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  necessary  for  the  payment  oJ 
nterest  of  the  public  debt ;  provided  that  the  obligation  to  create  the  Sinking 
Fond,  according  to  the  act  of  February  25tb,  1862,  shall  not  be  impaired  thereby 

Approved  March  l'7tb,  1864. 
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bnfl  yjHOW  THE  WAR  WAS  COMMENCED. 

It  is  a  favorite  game  of  the  Copperheads  to  cliargo  that  the 
M-ar  in  wliich  we  are  involved  \vas  got  up  bj  the  "  Abolition- 
ists." But  the  subject  needs  no  discussion.  These  few  plain 
facts  s-ettlc  it,  all  of  them  having  talv.eQ.piacG  ujijJ^iVjtJie.-A^'i^ifJ- 
'istriatioh  of  James  BuchaDan  :'   ' <'--'-—'•-     -^^-  -  ^    -     _ 

■  ,;■..■■   .... -or;',.    .  ;:,  O:.^  .  :   .  Mi;.  ,'■  ^ 

December  10,  180O— South  Carolina  seceded.  ,! 

Janilarv  8,  ISO  1— Mississippi  seceded. 

January  16,  1861 — Florida  seceded.  ' 

January  19,  lS61— Georgia  seceded. 
January  3'IV1861!-^Louisiana  I'evblted'^^'''^'-''^'  •      ' 
February  1,  1861— Texas  revolted.  '  sml  il 

February  5,  1S61 — Arkansas  revolted.  -  •>•<»' -r-. 

February  9,  1801 — Jefferson  Davis   was  .inaugurated  Pres- 
ident of  the  Southern  Confedera 
Now,  who  got  up  the  rebellion ?     Under  which  king? 

AK  APPEAL  TO  THE  DOCUMENTS. 

There  was  a  time  when  few  persons  in  the  North  held,  or 
expressed  any  other  opinion,  than  that  the  secessionists  were 
wholly  to  blame  for  the  war  that  is  upon  the  country.  It  was 
almost  universally  acknowledged,  even  by  the  enemies  of  the 
Administration,  that  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
Government,  was  simply  one  of  self-defence  and  absolutely  un- 
avoidable. The  Cincinnati  Miquirer,  after  the  bombardment 
of  Fort  Sumter,"  said  "the  onus  of  the  fault  rests  wjth  the 
rebels,"  and  could  not  be  shaken  from  them.  It  afterward,  iii 
stirring  language,  denounced  suggestions  of  conciliation  and 
compromise  as  untimely  and  imbecile,  and  told'  its  readers  that 
in  the  work  of  restoration  of  the  Union,  they  must  "  rely 
wholly  upon  the  sword," — that  tufts  of  grass  had  failed,  and 
now  the  time  had  come  to  try  stones.    We  have  repeatedly  re- 


produced  tlieso  articles  from  the  Enquirer,  giving  dates  of  pub- 
lication, and  their  authenticity  is  unquestioned  and  unquestion- 
able. Party  spirit  has  changed  all  this.  The  war  is  daily  and 
hourly  declared,  by  men  who  do  not  conceive  themselves  to  be 
traitors,  or  unfriendly  to  their  country  in  any  respect,  to  have 
been  commenced  by  Abolitionists,,  and  to  have  been  unconsti- 
tutional in  its  character  from  the  first,  and  to  have  been  per- 
verted into  a  war  for  the  negro.  Even  ex-Senator  Allen  goes 
about  asking  whether  there  would  have  been  any  war  if  there 
had  been  no  Abolitionists,  and  the  thick-pated  butternuts  clamor 
joyfully  at  the  interrogatory,  and  repeat  it  as  if  it  was  the  ker- 
nel of  the  whole  matter,  unanswerable,  and  the  end  of  con- 
troversy. It  is  a  good  time  to  recur  to  the  facts  in  the  case — to 
the  documents. 


«  CONCERNING   ANTI  SLAVERY   AGirATION". 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  anti-slavery  agitation  in  this 
country  was  injurious  to  the  South,  injured  slave  property,  and 
provoked  the  Southern  people  into  an  ungovernable  rage.  What 
is  Southern  testimony  on  this  poiiltt''  *  i."i,.jw.,  ...,.,        '_' 

M[  -vft  frri  .1«w  OtIv/'>'.WO/L 

[From  the  Speech  of  Senator  Hammond,  of  South  Carolina^ 
Octoher  24,  185S.1 

"And  what  then  [1833]  was  the  state  of  opinion  in  the 
South  ?  Wasliini^ton  had  emancipated  his  slaves.  Jefferson 
had  bitterly  denounced  the  system,  and  had  done  all  that  he 
could  to  destroy  it.  Our  Clays,  Marsha  lis,  Crawfords,  and 
many  other  prominent  Southern  men,  led  off  in  the  colonization 
scheme.  The  inevitable  effect  in  the  South  was  that  she  be- 
lieved slavery  to  be  an  evil,  weakness,  disgraceful — nay,  a  sin 
the  shrank  from  the  discussion  on  it.  She  cowered  under 
every  threat.  She  attempted  to  apologize  and  excuse  herself 
under  the  plea,  which  was  Iruo,  that  England  had  forced  jt 
upon  her  ;  and,  in  fear  and  trembling,  she  awaited  a  doom  that 
she  believed  to  be  inevitable.  *         *         *         w         * 

"  Why,  it  would  bedlflicult  to  find,  now,  a  Southern  man  who 
Seels  the  system  to  be  the  slightest  burden  to  his  conscience  ; 
twho  does  not,  in  fact,  regard  it  as  an  equal  advantage  to  tho 
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mafster  and  the  slave,  elevating*  both  ;  as  wealth,  strength,  and 
power  ;  and,  as  one  of  the  main  pillars  and  coutrolling  influ- 
ences of  modern  civilization,  and  who  is  not  now  prepared  to 
maintain  it  at  every  hazard.  Such  have  been  the  happy  re- 
sults of  this  abolition  discussion.         *         *         *         •» 

"For  a  quarter  of  a  century  it  [slavery]  has  borne  the  brunt 
of  a  hurricane  as  fierce  and  pitiless  as  ever  raged.  At  the 
!North  and  in  Europe  they  could  have  even  let  loose  upon  ns 
all  the  dogs  of  war.  And  how  stands  it  now  ?  'Why,  in  this 
very  quarter  of  a  century  our  slaves  have  doubled  in  nuniberSj 
and  each  slave  has  more  than  doubled  in  valueP 

[From  a  speech  by  A.  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,,  July,lS59,  on 
retiring  {as  he  then  supposed  himself  to  be  doing)  from  public 

life.-] 

"  Kor  am  I  of  the  number  of  those  who  believe  that  we  have 
sustained  any  injury  by  those  agitations.  It  is  true,  we  were 
not  responsible  for  them.  We  were  not  the  aggressors.  "We 
acted  on  the  defensive.  We  repelled  assault,  calumny,  and 
aspersion,  by  argument,  by  reason  and  trnth.  But  so  far  from 
the  institution  of  African  slavery  in  onr  section  being  weakened 
or  rendered  less  secure  by  the  discussion,  my  deliberate  judg- 
ment is,  that  it  has  been  greatly  strengthened  and  fortified— - 
strengthened  and  fortified  not  only  to  the  opinions,  convictions, 
and  consciences  of  men,  but  by  the  action  of  the  Government." 


COKCERNINQ   THE    PROPOSED   COSfPROMISE  AFTER   THE   ELECTION    01" 

LINCOLN. 

[Froin  the  speech  of  Mr,  Iverson,  Senator  from  Georgia,  Decern- 
ber  5,  18  jO.  Congressional  Globe,  Session  1860-61,  part  1, 
commencing  on  page  10.] 

"Sir,  before  the  4th  of  March,  before  you  inaugurate  your 
President,  there  will  be  certainly  five  States,  if  not  eight  of 
them,  that  will  be  out  of  the  Union  and  have  framed  a  Consti- 
tution and  form  of  Government  for  themselves.  *  *  * 
You  talk  about  concessions.  You  talk  about  repealing  the  Per- 
sonal Liberty  Bills  as  a  concession  to  the  South.  Bepeal  them 
all  tomorrow,  sir,  and  it  loould  not  stop  this  revolution.  *  * 
Kor  do  we  suppose  there  will  be  any  overt  acts  on  the  part  of^ 


Mr.  Lincoln.     For  one,  I  do  not  dread  these  overt  acts.    I  dO' 
not  propose  to  wait  for  them."         *         *         *         *  ! 

[J^ro7n  the  ^speech  of  Robert  Toonibs^  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 

StaicsY<J^cifiuary  7,  1861.     Congressional  Globe^ixirt  1,  second 

session.     Thirty-sixth  Congress.,  pay-e  2G7,  ihircl  column  of 

the^age.'l 

ot;'-;  .  ..'■'■ 

^\T\\Q  Union,  sir,  is  dissolved.     That  is  nn  accnmph'shcd  fact 

in  tlie  path  of  this -discussion  that  men  may  as  well  heed.  One 
of  your  confederates  has  already  wisely,  boldly,  bravely  con- 
fronted public  danger,  and  she  is  only  ahead  of  many  of  her 
sisters  because  of  her  greater  facility  for  speedy  action.  The 
greater  majority  of  those  sister  States,  under  like  circumstances, 
consider  her  cause  as  their  cause,  and  I  chaige  you  in  their 
name  to  day,  'Touch  not  Saguntuin!'  It  is  not  only  their 
cause,  but  it  is  a  cause  w^hicli  receives  the  sympathy,  and  will 
receive  the  support,  of  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands,;  o|..; 
honest,  patriotic  men  in.the  non-slaveholding  States. f;;---^. .^-.i  f.Mi 

"I  shall  not  spend  much  time  on  the  question  that,scems  to 
give  my  honorable  fiieud  [Mr.  Crittenden]  so  much  concern — 
the  constitutional  right  of  a  State  to  secede  from  this  Union. 
Perhaps  he  will  find  out  after  awhile  that  it  is  a  fact  accom- 
plislied.  You  have  got  it  in  the  South  pretty  much  in  both 
ways.  South  Carolina  has  given  it  to  you  regularly,  according 
totlie  approved  plan.  You  are  getting  it  just  below  there  [in 
Geoi"gia],  I  believe,  irregularly,  outside  of  law,  without  regular 
action.  You  can  take  it  either  way.  You  will  find  armed  men 
to  defend  both."  .-"■■-=.'• 

,'/r..TO'' 

THE   AM-EKICAN    FLAG   FOTJR   TIMES    FIRED    UPON    BEFOftE    THE    BOM-^J 
jf    VUj(,\  BARDMENTOF  FOKT  SUMTKR. 

The  first  time  a  hostile  gun  was  fired  at  a  vessel  covered  by 
the  flag  of  the  Union,  in  American  waters,  by  American  rebels, 
was  on  the  9th  of  January,  ISGl,  wlien  the  Star  of  the  West  was 
fired  upon  from  Mori  is  Island.     The  spirit  in  which  this  waM* 
done  may  be  learned  from  the  following  :  *'■ ' 

iMvm  the  leading  editorial,  Charleston  Ifereu^^,  January  10, 

"She  fSVbuth  Catolitla]'  has  not  hesita'te-d'to  strike  the  jirst   \ 
libjvi  i\A\  in  the  luce  of  her  insulter.     Let  the   United  States 


GorcfnTnent  be^r  or  return,  at  their  0:006.  will,  the  blow  still 
tinglini^  about  their  ears — the  fruit  of  their  own  bandit  tenieri-' 
tj.  jye  loould  not  exchange  or  recall  that  hloiofor  millions  I  It 
has  ibiped  out  half  a  century  of  scorn  and  outrage  I  Again^ 
Sonth  Carolina  may  be  proud  of  her  historic  fame  and  ancestry, 
without  a  blush  npon  her  c'.ieok  for  her  own  present  lionor.  The 
haughty  echo  of  her  cannon  has,  ere  this,  reverberated  from 
Maine  to  Texas,  through  every  hamlet  in  the  JS'orth,  and  down 
al.yugrthe  great  waters  of  the  South  west."      ^ 

''  The  effect  of  displaying  the  American  .flag  on  the  Star  of  the 
"Westy  is  thus  related  by  the  Charleston  Courier  of  Ja«uary  10 : 

^"  A  ball  was  fired  athwart  the  bows  of  the  steamer.  The 
Star  of  the  West  displayed  the  stars  and  stripes.  As  soon  as 
the  flag  loas  unfurled  the  fortijiGatipn  fired  a  succession,  of 
shots.''^  '  ^■'  ■  >     •  ; 

-.  ■  ' ' 

,  Tlie  next  case  of  artillery  practice  on  American  vessels  was 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  at  Vicksburg,  the  night  of  Sunday;" 
January  13,  13G1.  The  boat  was  the  A.  0.  Tylor^  of  this  city, 
Captain  Collier.  Tlie  artillery  engaged  was  the  Quitman  Bat- 
tery, from  Jackson.  The  fact  that  they  were  ordered  tp  Yicks- 
burg,  appeared  in  the  following  Associated  Press  dispatch  :  i'  -i 

"  Jacksox,  Miss.,    January  12,  ISGl. — Artillery  was  ordered 
to  Ticksburg  early  this  morning  by  the  Governor  to  hail  and 

question  all  passing  bouts."  ^^^^  ^.^^^  i;i^i;>.^^^^  o.\,  h^iv^::.^ 

<  The  full  particulars  of  the  firing  and  attempted  firing  npon 
the  Tylor^  were  given  in  the  Yicksburg  papers  with  immense 
braggadocia  at  the  time.  They  imagined  they  had  just  got  out 
of  the  Union,  having  adopted  the  or»inanceof  secession  on  the 
9th.  The  night  of  January  l^th,  18G1,  was,  in  the  latitude  of 
Yicksburg,  dark  and  rainy.^  The  Quitman  battery  was  planted 
300  yards  alove  tlie  wharf-boat  I  As  the  Tylor  came  along,  un- 
suspecting evil,  a  shot  was  fired  across  her  bows.  The  captain  did'' 
not  know  what  it  meant ;  supposed  it  was  some  political  cele-'* 
bration.  The  Jackson  artillerists  had  a  twenty-four  pounder 
ready,  and  when  the  Tylor  did  not  heave  to  at  the  summons  she 
did  not  understand,  the  Yicksburg  Sail  says : 

"The  command  was  given  to  fire  into  lier.  Tfie  match  was 
applied — the  upper  portion  of  the  priming  powder  (which  wo 
eArn  had  just  been  put  on)  flashed,  but  thepowderin  the  touch- 


hole  failed  to  burn,  it  having  become  moist  or  wet  from  the 
rain." 

■  That  was  the  reason  the  boat  was  not  fired  into,  and 
among  her  passengers  were  seven  ladies.  The  artillerists  primed 
again,  but  before  they  could  train  the  gun  on  the  boat,  the 
Zouisiana  passed  between  the  Tylor  and  the  shore,  and  by  the 
time  she  was  out  of  the  way,  the  Tylor  was  landing  at  the 
wharf-boat,  as  she  had  intended  to  do  all  along,  and  all  on  board 
were  unconscious  of  danger  until  the  landing  was  made,  and  the 
boat  was  boarded  by  the  Mississippi  soldiers.  *''■    '  '  '    ,  '  '. 

This  was  the  amiable  style  in  which  the  secessiohists  op'ehed 
business  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  They  haven't  any  battery  at 
Vicksburg  now  to  hail  and  question  passing  boats!      „"/  ^^'i;<^   ^^\^\ 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  organization  of  the  Confederate 
Government,  at  Montgomery,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Mr.  Memminger,  issued  circulars  ordering  the  establishment  of 
a  Custom-house  at  Nelras'  Landing,  on  the  Mississippi,  tlie  first 
landing  below  the  Tennessee  line,  the  State  of  Tennessee  not 
then  having  seceded.  Memminger's  circulars  were  dated 
'•Confederate  States  of  America,  Treasury  Department,  Mont* 
gomery,  Alabama,  February  6,  1861,"  and  entitled : 

"  Circular  of  Instructions  andRegulations  relative  to  importa- 
tions from  places  above  the  Cenfederaie  States^  hy  vessels  navi- 
gating the  Mississi_ppi  and  other  rivers." 

These  circulars,  which  are  lengthy,  were  published  complete 
on  the  first  page  of  the  Daily  Commercial,  of  March  22,  1861. 
They  fill  over  two  columns.  The  amount  of  it  is  the  hot  haste 
displayed  by  the  rebels  to  levy  tribute  upon  our  commerce  on 
the  Mississippi  River,  or,  as  Mi'.  ]\l,emminger  calls  it  ofiiciully  in 
the  body  of  his  circulars,  "  The  liiver  Mississippi." 

The  third  case  of  firing  on  our  vessels  is  recorded  in  the 
Savannah  Jiej>uUica7i  of  the  2d  April,  1861.  On  the  Satur- 
day night  previous  to  that  date,  the  steamer  George^s  CrceJc^ 
Captain  Willits,  from  Baltimore,  was  brought  to  below  the  city 
of  Savannah.    The  Itepublican  says : 

"  Two  balls  were  fired  at  her,  one  of  which  passed  over  her 
bow  and  the  other  over  her  stern." 

During  the  first  week  in  April,  1861,  a  schooner  wa?  fired 


into  fri  Cliavleston  IjaTbor.    The  following  is  a  full  accdiint  of  tlie 
transaction:  '''^  iyjaijn/-  hjiIj  mh/iv.  ovdiIo?^  -;  ^hmiodi' 

[I^romihe  Sdvanridh'Be2?uh!ioan,  April  &,1SQI.'\  i 

"Thovc??el  fired  into  from  the  fort  on  Morn's  Island,  Las' 
arrived  at  Savannah.  The  schooner  is  the  Ji.  U.  Shannon, 
Capt.  Monfz,  of  Boston,  and  she  -^'as  bound  for  this  city,  with  a 
cargo  of  ice,  consigned  to  A.  Hajwood.  On  Wednesday  she 
was  shrouded  for  many  hours  in  a  dense  fog,  during  which  she 
drifted,  through  mistake,  over  tlie  Cliarleston  bar.  Soon  after, 
tlie  fog  lilted.  The  Captain  not  knowing  liis  whereabouts,  found 
himself  nearly  abreast  the  fort  on  Morris  Island,  and  wliile  cogi- 
tating over  his  latitude  and  longitude,  was  greeted  with  a  salute 
from  the  fort.  lie  immediaiely  ran  up  his  colors — the  stars  and 
stripes — hut  that  demonstration  seemed  an  unsatisfactory  answer 
to  their  summons.  Several  shot  (32's)  loere  fired  into  his  rig- 
ging^ one  of  which  passed  through  his  mainsail  and  one  through 
his  topsail.  *  *  *  The  crew  suttered  no  material  damage 
from  tlie  shots,  though  one  of  them  came  most  un comfortably; 
near  the  heads  of  the  crew."  ■■■   ■- 


,HOW   ANXIOUS  THE   S0UTHEK5I   EE33BLS    WERE   FOB  CONCILTXTlOJir.  .  ^' 

We  select  an  article,  a  specimen  of  hundreds  that  appeared 
in  the  Southern  papers  at  the  time  when  the  evacuation  of  For-t 
Sumter  was  being  discussed  in  the  ITorth,  and  wdien  the  im* 
pression  prevailed,  ISTorth  and  South,  tlmt  it  would  "be  evacu- 
ated, as  a  "  military  necessity."  '■  '   • 

•    ,  ,  ..{From  the  £[ouston  {Texas)  Patriot^  April  5,  IS 61. J 

»  ",^l^.jjCHiTAiBX,'fj3Br4.3..T|IID'MPHKD,     AND      THE     NORTH    :' EAT^ 


DIET.'  ■  .  t  ir     - 


"Thny  have  been  forcc.l  to  cat  dirt,  and  bow  down  to  the 
dominent  Southern  race,  and  their  shrieks  of  rage  are  the  only 
sounds  heard  from  the  North.  Through  the  piess  ;.  from  the 
workshop,  from  the  starving  masses ;  from  merchants  ruined, 
from  every  tradi3  and  condition  comes  the  cry,  give  up  the, 
forts ;  let  us  eat  dirt  and  live;  let  us  again  bow  to  the  superior 
race  South  ;  let  us  live.  The  cowardly  eighteen  millions  North 
told  us  we  should  not  leave  the  Union.  We  did  it  openly  and 
bold]}',  and  they  humbly  acknowledged  our  Government  as  a 
necessity.  They  shouted  the  praises  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes, 
and  daied  the  chivahy  to  tuuch  tlie  sacred  embjem.  We  liave 
torn  it  down.     Wc  have  placed  in  its  stead  the  flag  of  the  Con- 
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federate  States-'  lYeliave  dared  tlierato  coerce  ns,  and  resent 
the  insult ;  wo  have  invited  their  vaunted  nun)l)ers  to  the  field, 
but  the  only  cry  that  comes  from  the  craven  dor^s  is,  military' 
necessity,  give  up  the  forts,  withdraw  the  troops,  let  us  eat  dirt 
and  live,  It  is  sickening  to  think  of  ever  having  lived  iu  the 
same  Government  with  such  a  people,  but  let  ns  rejoice  at  our 
separation,  and  look  Southward.  The  game  Nortli  is  beneath; 
contempt,  while  Mexico  invites  us,  by  invasion  of  Texas/to  re- 
enact  our  former  achievements."  ■'  w,^.no 

-]*ino  'A'idwr  Jxin  .bn/^f;!  sji-rfsl/i  no  I'kVI  odi -i  "■■■>':  ibgrnii.I 

fiinfr;>:    ■.  riliv  '  THE  STTMTEB  ATTAIR.  ,  ,,,,{]f.j 

'^^Th^^dl^'ai-ieston  Coiirier,  of  April  4,  1861,  has  a  report' 6P# 
speech  delivered  by  Senator  "Wigfall,  of  Texas,  to   a  sercnad-^' 
ing  party.     GeneralBeauregard,  Governor  Pickens,  and  other 
personages  of  the  sort,  were  present.     The  following  is  a  sen- ' 
tence  of  Wigfall's  speech,  as  reported  by  the  Courier,  and  it  is 
full  of  the  spirit  which  was  master  in  Charleston  then  :    lU  '^^•^^, 

"Whether  Major  Anderson  shall  be  shelled  out  or  starved 
out,  is  a  question  merely  of  expediency.  The  honor  of  South 
Carolina  was  vindicated  when  the  flng  of  the  United  States  wa3 
jSred  at,  and  it  has  remained  vindigsited,  because  they  never 
have  reseated  that  shot." 

•iiJ/et  ihOffeiader  mark  every  one  of  these  words,  for  they  nee4: 
to  be  memorable  !  "Wigfall  told  the  truth  a^  to  Major  Ander- 
son's situation.  It  was,  with  the  Southern  Confederates,  "A 
QUESTION  OF  EXPEDIENCY,"  whether  they  would  starve 
or  shell  out  Major  Andeeson,  and  they  deliberately  chose  to 
shell  him  out;  and  the  intent  of  the  shelling  was  to  precipitate, 
the  border  slave  States  into  the  Southern  Confederacy.  The 
border  States  were  tardy  about  going  in.  Yirginia  especially 
hung  back.  Her  Convention  contained  a  Union  majoritj'-,  and 
the  Union  men  held  their  ground  firmly,  notwithstanding  the' 
b|0wling  mob  that  raved  around. the  capitol  df  Yirginia,  led  by 
Buch  bloods  as  O.  Jennings  Wise  and  Roger  A.  Pryor, 
threatening  to  punish  the  friends  of  the  Union  with  sudden 
dfeart^.J»''Pryor  then  represented  the  Petersburg  (Va.)  District 
in  Cbiigf-ess.  lie  proceeded  to  Charleston  on  a  mission  from  the- 
eecubsionists  of  Virginia  to  the  South  Carolinians,  then  inarms. 


Ill 

He  arrived  in  Charleston  on  Wednesday,  the  lOth  of  April,: ' 
1861,  and  stopped  at  the  Charleston  Hotel,  where  he  was  sere- 
naded in  the  evening,  and  made  a  speech,  of  which  a  verbatim 
report  was  published  in  the  Charleston  Mercury.  He  said  he 
had  come  to  tender  to  South  Carolina  "  the  tribute  of  his  infinite 
admiration."  He  had  never  before,  highly  as  he  had  estimated 
it,  "appreciated  the  character  of  South  Carolina  in  all  its 
grandeur."  There  was  no  exhibition  in  history  so  niorally  sub- 
lime as  that  which  she  then  presented.' >  Wei/^apte  ifrom  the 
Mercury^s  verbatim  report :  ,  ■,    iv.-;-  ~  't  ; 

"Gentlemen,  I  thank  you,  especially  that  you  have  at  last 
annihilated  this  accursed  Union  [applause],  reeking  with  cor- 
ruption, and  insolent  with  excess  of  tyranny.  Thank  God,  it  is 
at  last  blasted  and  riven  by  the  lightning  wrath  of  an  outrnged 
and  indignant  people.  [Loud  applause.f  Not  only  is  it  gone, 
hut  gone  forever.  [Cries  of  '  You're  right,' and  applause.]  In 
the  expressive  language  of  scripture,  it  is  water  spilt  upon  the 
ground,  which  cannot  be  gathered  up.  [Applause.]  Like 
Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning,  it  has  ftillen,  never  to  rise  again. 
[Continued  api>lause.]  For  my 2xn%  gentlemen,  if  Alraham 
Lincoln  arid  Hannibal  Hamlin  to-morrow  were  to  abdicate  their 
ojjices  and  were  to  give  me  a  hlanh  sheet  of  fjajyer  to  write  the 
condition  of  rean7iexation  to  the  defunct  Union,  I  would  scorn- 
fxdly  spurn  the  omrture.  *  *  *  *  * 

I  invoke  you,  and  I  make  it  in  some  sort  a  personal  ap- 
peal—personal so  far  as  it  tends  to  our  assistance  in  Virginia-^ 
I  do  invoke  you,  in  your  demonstrations  of  popular  opinion,  in 
your  exhibitions  of  ofHcial  intent,  to  give  no  countenance  to 
this  idea  of  reconstruction.  [Many  voices,  emphatically, '  Never,' 
and  applause.]  In  Virginia  they  all  say,  if  reduced  to  the 
dread  dilemma  of  this  memorable  alternative,  they  will  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  South  as  against  the  interest  of  the  Northern 
C^)nfederacy,  but  tliey  whisper  of  reconstruction,  and  they  say 
Virginia  must  abide  in  the  Union,  with  the  idea  of  reconstruct- 
ing the  tJnion  which  3'ou  have  annihilated.  I i^ray  you,  gen- 
tlemen, rob  them  of  that  idea.  Proclaim  to  the  worki  that  iipon 
no  condition,  and  under  no  circumstance,  will  South  Carolina 
ever  again  enter  into  political  associatioji  with  the  Abolitionists  . 
of  New  England.  [Cries  of  '  Never,' 'and  applause.] 
^  "  Do  not  distrust  Virginia.  As  eure  as  to-morrow's  sun  wilt '' 
rise  upon  us,  just  so  sure  will.  Virginia  be  a  member  of  this 
Southern  Confederation.  [Applause.]  And  1  will  id  I  you, 
gentlemen,  what  will  put  her  in  the  Southern.' Gnfetleraiion  in 
Lcsst/ian  an  hour  by  Shrewsbury  t^c/j— STRIKE  A  BLOWf^^ 
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[Tremendous  applansc]  The  very  moment  that  Mood  is  shed, 
old  Yi/gljiia  will  7nahe  common  cause  with  her  sisters  of  the 
South.     [Applause.]    It  is  impossible  she  sliould  do  otherwise.''' 

And  so  Prjor  discharged  his  mission.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  Wigfall,  who,  on  the  4th,  proclaimed  the  question  of  ex- 
pediency, and  Pryor,  who  called  for  a  blow,  and  begged  for 
blood,  figured  as  aids  of  General  Beauregard  iu  the  attack  upon 
Fort  Sumter. 

Having  determined  that  e5:pediency  demanded  the  shelling 
instead  of  the  starving  of  Major  Anderson  out  of  Fort  Sumter, 
that  there  must  be  a  blow  struck  in  order  to  take  old  Yirginia 
out  of  the  Union  in  an  hour  by  Shrewsbury  clock — that  blood 
was  needed — Major  Anderson  was  ordered  to  surrender  Fort 
Sumter.  He  declined.  A  curious  correspondence  of  great 
significance  followed.  The  following  communication — dated 
"  Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.  A.,  April  11,  1861,  11 
"  P.  M."— was  sent  by  General  Beauregard  to  Major  Anderson ; 

"  Major, — In  consequence  of  the  verbal  communication  made 
by  you  to  my  aids,  Messrs.  Chestnut  and  Lee,  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  your  supplies,  and  that  you  w^ould,  in  a  few  days^ 
be  starved  out  if  our  guns  did  not  batter  you  to  pieces"— 


iV 


Therefore,  General  Beauregard  proposed  that  Anderson 
should  state  when  his  supplies  would  be  exhausted  j  and  pre- 
tended to  desire  to  spare  th^  effusion  of  blood. 

Major  Anderson  replied  under  date  of  Fort  Sumter,  2:30. 
A.  M.,  April  12,  18G1 ; 

"I  will,  if  provided  with  the  proper  and  necessary  means  of  . 
transportation,  evacuate  Fort  Sumter  by  noon  of  tiie  15th  in-  '' 
stant,  should  I  not  receive,  prior  to  that  time,  controlling  in-  , 
Btructions  from  my  Government  or  additional  supplies." 

The  following  is  the  reply  that  Major  Anderson  received  to 
this  statement  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  starvation,  and  must 
within  three  days  yield  the  fort : 

;  :  '  "  April  12, 1861,  3:20  A.  M. 

**Sir,— By  authority  of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard,  com- 
manding the  provisional  forces  of  the  Confederate  States,  we 
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have  tho  honor  to  notify  you  that  he  will  open  the  fire  of  his 
batteries  upon  Fort  Sumter  in  one  hciur  from  this  time. 
./  "  We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servants, 

*'  James  Chestnut,  Jr., 
-pJ  .01  rfifuj.oiii  *!!. Stephen  D.  Lee, 

;"'^'^''  «  Capts.  S.  'C;  AVmy,  and  Aids-de-Camp.» 

ban  E'  ^  •"  ^ 

'1-  ■  And  the  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries  was  opened  accordingly. 


i.iS  Vi'lv\'  AFTEE  THE   SUMTER  BOMBARDMENT—vm A  Vj 

The  night  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter,' Jeff/ Davis 
and  his  cabinet  were  serenaded  at  Montgomery,  and  the  Secre- 
;) Itd,ry  of  War,  L.  P.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  uttered   these  well- 
known  words:'';,  -u.^.r  ■/    (_:;;:,yij;. :.   Ju   ;;;,;. ^,v  jiii  ij.:y.^.  ii^y;;;,..- 

"1^0  man  could  tell' where  the  war  commenced  this  day 
would  end,  but  he  would  propliesy  that  the  flag  which  now 
flaunts  the  breeze  here,  would  float  over  the  dome  of  the  old 
Capitol  at  Washington  before  the  first  of  May." 

These  words  were  uttered  before  any  action  had  been  taken 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  It  was  a  direct  and 
-oflicial  threat  that  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States  would  be 
taken  by  the  rebels.  In  what  spirit  this  was  received  in  rebel- 
dom,  will  be  seen  in  the  following  extracts  of  papers  of  the 
day: 

"  \_I^rom  the  lUchnond  Enq^drer,  April  13, 1861.] 

"  Attention,  Volunteers  ! — Nothing  is  more  probable  than 
tliat  ['resident  Davis  will  s<~>on  march  an  army  through  jSTorth 
Carolina  and  Virginia  to  Washington.  Those  of  our  vohmteers 
who  decide  to  join  the  Southern  army  as  it  shall  pass  thnjugh 
our  borders,  had  better  organize  at  oncu  for  that  purpose,  and 
keep  their  arms,  accoutreojents,  unilorms,  ammunition,  and 
knapsacks  in  constant  readiness." 


We  remember  the  above  paragraph  well,  as  it  appeared  at 
le  hei 
quirer. 


the  head  of  the  leading  editprial  column  of  the  Richmond  Mi- 
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^W  y.]\.--iFrom  the  JS'ew  Odea^is  Picayune,  April  IS.]   - 

"  The  first  fruits  of  a  Yirginla  secession  will  bo  the  removal 
of  Lincoln  and  bis  cabinet,  and  whatever  he  can  carry  away  to 
th.e  safer  nei^rliborliood  of  Harrisburg-  or  Cincinnati — ^perhaps  to 
Buffalo  or  Cleveland."-    -    r^-    . 
.;9(lo  liJCiY  ** 
[From  the  Hichmond  Examiner,  Ajyril  28.] 
"There  never  was  half  the  unanimity  among  the  people  be- 
fore, nor  a  tithe  of  the  zeal  upon  any  subject,  that  is  now  mani- 
fested  to  take  Washington.     From   the    mountain    tops   and 
valleys   to  the  shorts  of  the   sea,  there  is  one  wild  shout  of 
fierce    resolve  to  capture    Washington  City  at  all  and  every 
human  hazard." 

[From  the  GoUsboro  {N.  C.)  Trihme,  April  24.] 
^,f^  We  understand  that  Duncan  K.  McEae,  Esq.,  who  came 
bere  last  night,  bears  a  special  order  for  one  regiment  of  North 
Carolina  troops  to  marcb  to  the  city  of  Washington.  They  are 
to  1)0  ready  in  forty-eight  hours  from  the  notice.  *  *  *  It 
makes  good  the  words  of  Secretary  Walker  at  Montgomery  in 
leii'ard  to  the  Federal  metropolis.  It  transfers  the  lines  of 
battle  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Pennsylvania  border." 

ijj.jov/    - 

[From  the  BaleighiFf.  C).  Standard,  April  24.]  >  'rSi 
"  North  Carolina  could  send  her  full  quota  of  troops  to  unito 
in  the  attack  on  Waslnngton  City.  Our  streets  are  alive  witii 
soldiers  and  officers,  many  of  the  latter  being  here  to  tender 
tlieir  companies  to  the  Governor.  Washington  City  will  soon 
be  too  hot  to  hold  Abraham  Lincohi  and  ins  Government.  North 
Carolina  has  said  it,  and  she  will  do  all  she  can  to  make  good 
her  declaration."  ,     .  , 

[From.,  the  Eufala{AJalam.a)  Express,  April  25.]  •  ''.'''' 
"  With  independent  Virginia  on  one  side,  and  the  sccossion- 
ic-ts  of  Maryland  (who  are  doubtless  in  the  majority)  on  t!ie 
other,  our  policy  at  this  time  should  be  to  seize  the  old  Federal 
capital,  and  take  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet  prisoners  of  war. 
Once  get  the  heads  of  tiie  Government  in  our  power,  and  we 
can  demnnd  any  terms  we  see  fit,  and  thus  perhaps  avoid  a 
long  and  bloody  content." 


HOW    VIRGINIA    WAS    PUT    OUT    OF   THE   UNION. 

It  will  be  remembered    tliat  after   Pryor's  blow   had  been 
struck  at  Charleston— the  blow  that  was  to  take  old  Virginia 


out  of  the  Union  in  an  hour — the  Convention  of  Yirtrinia.  in- 
tiinidated  bj  the  mob,  adopted  an  ordinance  of  secession,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  people  at  tiie  polls.  Then  it  was  in- 
,  stantly  the  gaine  of  the  secessionists  to  prevent  a  fair  expression 
i,pf  the  popular  will.  A  letter  from  Senator  Mason— J.  M. 
Mason,  now  in  England— dated  Winchester,  Virginia,  May  16, 
1  SGI,. and  published  in  the  "Winchester  Virginian  of  May  22, 
■1S61,  is  a  complete  exposure  of  the  whole  plot.  The  letter  was 
in  answer  to  the  question,  which,  he  sa^dyhjadbucIiia-epQatedly 
put  to  hitn-T- 

,,    "What  position  will  Virginia  occupy  should  the   Ordinance 
'i, of  Secession  be- rejected  by  the  people  at  the  approaching  elec- 

.■     He  said.:  .•  r,   .,,,  .,,,,;,  fun- 

-     "The  Ordinance  of  Secession  withdrew  tlio  Stafe'fi'om'-'ttTe 
f  Union,    witli   all  the' consequences  resulting  from  separation. 
V*     *     *     Yor  mutual  defence,  immediately  after  the  ordinance 
of  secession  passed,  a  treaty  or  military  league  M'as  formed  by 
the  Convention,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  with 
■'the  Confederate  States  of  the  South,  by  wliich  the  latter  were 
bound,  to  march  to  the  aid  of  our  State,  against  the  invasion  of 
^'the   Pedei'al  government,  and    we   have  now  in  Virginia,  at 
'^Harper's  Ferry',  and  at  JS'orfolk,  in   face   of  the  common  foe, 
•  several  thousand  of  the  gallant  sons  of  South  Carolina,  of  Ala- 
bama, of  Louisiana,  of  Georgia,  and  Mississippi."      ;!  i.'.,.'ji;j» 

He  proceeded  to  argue  that  if  the  State  remained  in  the 
Union,  tlie  troops  from  other  States  must  be  surrendered  to 'the 
United    States  authorities.     And,  in  conclusion,  he   put   inia 
;  brief  paragraph  a  full  exposure  of  the  modus  operandi  of  se- 
cession.    Thus:  '  '  '      ■ 

_"  If  it  be  asted,  What  are  those  to  do  who,  in  their  con- 
Bciences,   cannot  vote  to  separate    Virginia,  from  tlie    United 

'States,  the  answer  is  simple  and  plain  :  Upuor  and  duty  alike 
require  that  tiiey  should  not  vote    on  tlie  question;  if  they  re- 

iiain  suoh  opinions^  they  must  leave  the  State." 

^'  So  the  pretended  submission  of  the  Ordinance  of  Secession 
^to  tbfef ' 'people  \Vas  a  faf'ce.  The  Eidhniond  mob,  an5  the  other 
%ob3,'J5ut  the  "Sovereign  People"  of  the  "Sovereign  State," 
■\uuder  their  feet.  If  a  citizen  did  not  want  secession,  he  must 
leave  the  Stale.     lU  had  no  business  to  rdCdc'igalust  it.  '^'**^*^ 


Ofi 


-ni     .'.THE  ALr.'EGEP  "CHANGifi   IN   *riIB   CHiAkACTEK   OF  THE   WAR.     'O 

'•  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  change  in  the  cliaracter  of 
-the  war.  The  following  General  Order  of  General  Beauregard, 
.  issued  more-than  a  month  before  the  battle  of  Bull  Knn,  seems 
to  he  about' as  vehement  a  statement  of  the  bad  charadter  of 
.the  war  as  has  ever  been  made  since  :  •     '      ' 

,^2    ■^'^■'"''^    "i''  ^'-^   "^    '.'.^"toADQ'ES    B'KPAT^T!itRNr  OF  AlvKXAtoTRTA,  ■) 

;  '   ;  '"     -    •       '  Camp  Pickens,  June  5,  18G1.      ) 

.  "  A  reclx'less  and  unprincipled  enemy  has  invaded  your  soil. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  regardless  of  all  moral,  legal  and  constitu- 
tional I'estraint,  has  thrown  his  abolition  hosts  among  you,  who 
are  murdering  and  imprisoning  your  citizens,  and  contiscating 

-and  destroying-  j'our  property,  committing  other  acts  of 
violence  and  outrage  too  shocking  and  revolting  to  humanity  to 
be  enumerated.  All  rules  of  civilized  warefare  are  abandoned, 
and  they  proclaim  by  their  acts,  if  not  by  their  banners,  that 
their  war-cry  is  booty  and  beauty.  All  that  is  dear  to  man — 
your  honor  and  that  of  your  wives  and  daughters — your  fortunes 
and  your  lives— are  involved  an  this  momentous  contest      *     * 

V;.   l-iLivuii  '?wf  ■jn;ii;o':' ^•.  T.  Beauregard,      .  :  . 

iWiv  .n\  '.\-<!:nJ-  to  oI'io-kJ    "  Brigadier' General  Comraanding.lt 

,"  Official :  Tnogi  Jordan,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General." 

The  Democratic  party,  we  are  told,  are  now  opposing  the 
war  in  consequence  of  "  the  cliange  in   its  character."     The 
.following  paragraph  was  published  some  time  before  the  Crit- 
tenden Kesolutions  were  heard  of: 

[From  the  Dwjton  Einpire,  Saturday^  April  15,  1801.] 
"The  Cincinnctti  Commercial  wants  Ohio  to  furnish  teri 
thousand  men  at  once.  It  says  that  this  is  not  now  a  question 
of  party.  Of  course  not;, this  is  the  old  cry  whenever  the 
Demociacy  is  to  be  sold  out.  The  Commei'cial  will  have  a  good 
time  (jdting  these  ten  thousand  men.  We  hope  every  Democrat 
in  the  Legislature  roill  vote  steadily  against  a  dollar  or  a  man. 
Wo  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing  oii  the  eivil  W£U', 
and  we  don't  mean  to  do  the  fighting."  '""^''--  ^,"^  •'?'^^''^ 

The  Dayton  Empire  was,  at  the  date  of  this  para^^raph,  tho 
home  organ  of  Mn  Vallandigham.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  he 
wrote  tho  article.  So  it.  would  appear  the  Vallandigham 
Democrats  iii  Oliio  comni'eiiced,  precisely  at.  th|0  ppiut  "not 
a  man  or  a  dolh^r" — recently  the  platform  of  the  sneaking 
traiiora  in  Kentucky. 
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EESULTS   OF  THE  SERF   EMANCIPATION 
IN   RUSSIA. 


Rev.  J.  Lang,  an  English  missionary,  who  visited  Russia  last 
summer,  has  published  the  follo^ving  interesting  account  of 
the  effects  of  the  emancipation  of  the  serfs  in  that  country  : 

I  recently  spent  five  months  in  Russia,  mainly  in  order  to 
gain  information  from  the  best  sources  on  the  facts  connected 
with  the  serf  emancipation  movement ;  and  I  have  consulted 
the  enemies  as  well  as  the  friends  of  the  measure,  English  and 
German  residents  as  well  as  Russians.  The  loaders  afforded 
me  every  facility  of  access  to  official  documents,  and  I  visited 
estates  in  various  parts  of  Russia  to  make  further  inquiries  into 
the  local  working  of  the  measure. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  conduct  of  Russia  towards 
Poland  in  carrying  on  the  present  war,  I  trust  that  due  credit 
may  be  given  to  the  present  Emperor  and  the  Russian  liberals 
for  this  noble  act  of  serf  emancipation.  They  had  a  hard  battle 
to  fight  against  the  reactionary  party,  who  denounced  emanci- 
pation as  socialism,  for  they  knew  that  it  must  gradually  intro- 
duce in  its  train  a  host  of  other  reforms.  They  prophesied  that 
anarchy  and  bloodshed  must  ensue  ;  but  the  Emperor  gave  no 
heed,  and  was  prepared  to  risk  his  crown  and  his  life  in  order 
to  free  the  peasant. 

Serf  emancipation  is  an  accomplished  fact.  Twenty-three 
millions  of  an  intelligent,  active  peasantry  have  been  by  it 
raised  from  the  degradation  of  being  mere  chattels,  things  for 
sale  ;  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  serfdom  was  not  so  de- 
grading as  slavery  is.  The  intellect  and  social  energies  of  the 
serfs,  which  have  been  frozen  up  for  centuries,  are  now  set  free; 
and  this  great  social  change  has  been  effected  within  two  years, 


in  spite  of  the  formidable  opposition  of  the  Russian  nobility. 
The  fiat  of  one  man,  supported  by  a  few  choice  spirits,  has  ac- 
complished all  this.  The  revolution  has  been  a  bloodless  one ; 
no  social  disorganization  has  resulted  ;  and  even  some  of  its 
bitterest  opponents  begin  now  to  admit  that,  as  the  operation 
had  to  be  performed  some  time,  it  was  as  well  to  do  it  at  once. 
TJiey  are  now  learning  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  new  order  of 
things. 

Serf  emancipation  is  of  deep  interest,  for  the  following 
considerations : 

1.  The  anti-slavery  cause  receives  powerful  encourageraenfc 
from  it.  It  took  many  years'  agitation,  and  the  expenditure  of 
£20,000,000  sterling,  to  emancipate  800,000  slaves  in  the  West 
Indies.  American  slavery  has  lasted  a  long  time,  and  is  still  a 
fearful  blot ;  but  in  Russia  we  have,  in  the  short  space  of  two 
years,  the  emancipation  of  23,000,000  of  a  fine  rao  of  peasants, 
who  are,  physically  and  mentally,  superior  to  the  negro  race. 
The  influence  and  example  of  these  emancipated  serfs  will 
operate  on  the  world,  and  will  show  that,  while  so  beneficial  a 
revolution  has  taken  place  successfully  in  Russia,  other  coun- 
tries may  learn  to  '  go  and  do  likewise.'  The  serfs  have  shown, 
by  their  peaceful  demeanor,  and  by  avoiding  any  violent 
excess,  that  they  know  how  to  appreciate  their  newly-acquired 
liberty. 

2.  The  friends  of  constitutional  government  have  reason  to 
rejoice  in  serf  emancipation,  as  forming  the  first  instalment  of 
liberal  institutions  in  Russia.  Even  the  late  Emperor  Nicholas 
was  convinced  that  emancipation  was  necessary,  but  he  wonld 
not  give  it,  knowing  that  it  would  involve  reform  in  all  otlier 
departments  of  the  state;  that  the  upheaving  of  the  masses 
would  affect  every  institution  in  Russia.  As  serf  emancipation 
included  municipal  institutions  for  the  peasantry,  a  constitntion, 
therefore,  for  all  Russia  follows  as  a  corollary ;  and  I  found, 
among  all  intelligent  Russians,  the  fall  conviction  that  a  consti- 
tution mnst  naturally  come  in  a  few  years ;  that  as  municipal 
constitutions  grow  out  of  emancipation,  so  provincial  assemblies 
are  the  result  of  municipal  freedom,  and  a  constitution  will  bo 
the  fruit  of  provincial  assemblies.  These  steps  are  now  being 
taken. 


3.  Municipal  institutions  for  all  Russia  are  the  certain 
result.  I  have  been  delighted  to  see  how  the  peasantry,  by 
means  of  the  commune  or  village  elective  council,  regulate 
their  own  affairs,  elect  the  chief  of  each  village,  have  their 
regular  village  meetings.  I  will  explain  this  more  at  large  in 
a  subsequent  letter.  But  this  municipal  liberty  granted  to 
peasants  cannot  be  limited  to  them  ;  there  will  soon  be  munici- 
pal bodies  in  every  town  in  Eussia.  Moscow  and  Petersburg, 
since  the  last  two  years,  have  been  granted  Mayors,  elected  by 
the  citizens,  without  the  control  of  government,  and  also  pro- 
vincial assemblies.  As  the  next  step,  what  has  been  conceded 
to  the  peasants  cannot  be  denied  to  the  merchant  and  noble. 
These  municipal  institutions  are  training  schools  for  the 
peasantry;  they  enable  them  to  resist  the  oppression  of  the 
noble  and  the  government  employees  ;  they  also  break  the  force 
of  that  centralization  which  has  been  such  a  curse  to  Russia ; 
and  they  are  nuclei  to  protect  the  weak  against  the  venal  police 
of  Russia;  for  in  the  peasants'  court,  oral  evidence,  summary 
decision,  and  publicity,  form  the  rules  of  proceeding,  while  a 
simple  and  cheap  code  of  law  is  administered. 

4.  An  honorary  magistracy  and  municipal  institutions  serve 
as  training  schools  for  justices  of  the  peace,  a  class  who  may 
exercise  an  important  influence  in  diminishing  what  has  been 
admitted  to  be  the  great  curse  of  Russia,  viz.,  the  venality  of 
ill-paid  employees  and  bribery.  To  carry  out  the  Emancipa- 
tion act,  fifteen  hundred  unpaid  justices  of  the  peace  were 
nominated  by  Government.  The  administration  of  these  men, 
who  were  selected  for  their  character  and  public  spirit,  has 
generally  given  satisfaction,  and  it  is  intended  that  they  shall 
be  continued,  to  discharge  similar  duties  to  those  of  county 
magistrates  in  England.  I  attended  several  of  their  monthly 
sessions  in  the  interior  of  Russia,  and  they  are  well  spoken  of; 
their  labors  are  as  successful  as  those  of  a  similar  class  of  honor- 
ary magistrates  in  India. 

5.  The  cause  of  education  is  identified  with  emancipation. 
Already,  within  two  years,  more  than  8,000  new  schools  have 
sprung  into  existence  through  individual  efforts  among  the  peas- 
antry,, and  they  are  rapidly  on  the  increase.    The  peasant  is 


anxious  to  be  able  to  read  the  laws  by  whicli  he  is  governed  ; 
besides,  the  elevation  of  his  social  position  through  emancipa- 
tion gives  hira  the  means  as  well  as  the  inclination  to  learn  to 
read.  The  example  of  peasant  elevation  in  other  parts  of  En- 
rope  confirms  this.  In  Russia,  before  emancipation,  there  was 
scarcely  a  day  school  among  the  peasantry  ;  but  these  8,000 
schools  have  arisen  spontaneously  from  the  wish  of  the  peasants, 
aided  by  tlie  clergy  and  gentry.  The  government  has  spent 
nothing  on  them.  The  Emperor  Nicholas  allowed  only  colleges 
and  universities,  and  that  to  a  very  limited  degree ;  serf  emanci- 
pation inaugurates  the  education  of  the  masses. 

6.  Religious  progress  is  deeply  connected  v;ith  an  enlight- 
ened and  independent  peasantry,  who  will  not  be  the  victims 
of  superstition  or  priestcraft.  Religion  follows  in  the  train  of 
civil  liberty.  With  the  fall  of  feudal  tyranny'',  priestly  exac- 
tions and  domination  must  cease.  Many  Russians  have  assured 
me,  that,  since  emancipation,  a  great  desire  has  sprung  up  in 
various  quarters  among  the  peasantry  to  read  the  scriptures,  and 
they  show  their  interest  by  purchasing  copies,  while,  to  meet 
the  new  state  of  things,  the  Greek  Church — highly  to  its  credit 
— is  publishing  the  Russian  New  Testament  at  the  low  price  of 
6d  a  copy. 

7.  The  cause  of  peace  is  likely  to  be  served.  Under  serf- 
dom  the  military  life  benefited  the  peasants,  as  becoming  a 
soldier  conferred  freedom  on  them ;  but  the  peasant  now  has  a 
status  and  a  stake  in  the  country,  and  is  therefore  not  so  in- 
clined to  become  *food  for  powder.'  Serf  emancipation,  by 
pushing  on  internal  reform,  is  calculated  to  withdraw  the  at- 
tention from  objects  of  aggression,  and  to  point  out  to  Russia 
that  internal  development,  and  not  foreign  conquest,  is  her  true 
strength.  The  Russian  peasant  sympathises  with  this,  as  he 
has  secured  to  hira  by  emancipation  the  possession  of  land,  the 
great  desideratum  with  the  masses  in  Russia.  The  grand  scope 
of  her  ambition,  vl  proletariat  peasantry,  supplies  ample  ma- 
terial for  war.  The  Russian  peasant,  therefore,  will  naturally 
prefer  agriculture  to  war,  while  the  elevation  of  his  social  posi- 
tion, in  creating  new  wants,  will  give  afresh  impulse  to  trade — 
one  of  the  great  antagonists  of  war. 


8.  The  effects  in  Asia  are  likely  to  be  great.  Already, 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  India,  has  this  great  measure 
received  the  warmest  sympathy  from  natives  of  all  clases,  who 
view  it  as  a  sign  of  great  good  to  them  that  Russian  influence 
in  Central  and  Northern  Asia  will  be  on  the  side  of  an  emanci- 
pation policy,  as  English  influence  has  been  in  India.  The 
Sclavonic  and  Anglo-Saxon  races  will  thus  co-operate  as  anti- 
slavery  advocates  through  Asia. 

9.  The  Eussian  noblility  have  long  been  noted  for  absentee- 
ism, extravagant  luxury  and  false  varnish.  Serfdom  tempted 
them  to  be  tyrants  and  afforded  full  scope  for  all  depraved  pro- 
pensities ;  the  troops  of  servants  kept  in  idleness  enervated  the 
master,  while  the  power  he  had  of  deporting  them  to  Siberia  or 
inflicting  torture  produced  a  hardening  effect  on  his  heart.  To 
keep  up  a  life  of  luxury  he  had  to  peculate  in  the  public  offices. 
There  are  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  nobles  in  Eussia. 
Emancipation  is  already  leading  many  of  them  to  reside  on  their 
estates,  consequently  to  lead  simple  lives,  and  identify  them- 
selves more  with  the  welfare  of  the  country. 

10.  The  social  condition  of  the  peasant  is  being  improved. 
The  anxiety  of  the  peasant  to  purchase  land,  so  strongly  marked 
in  France,  is  showing  itself  also  in  Eussia,  thus  leading  to  habits 
of  industry,  in  order  to  procure  the  means  of  making  the  pur- 
chase. Indolence,  the  natural  fruit  of  serfdom,  is  giving  way  to 
the  encouragement  of  industry.  One  million  peasants  have 
bought  up  the  land  on  which  they  were  formerly  located,  bor- 
rowing the  money  from  government.  The  price  of  land  is 
rising  all  through  Eussia,  owing  to  the  peasants  renting  or  hir- 
ing it  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  formerly,  though  the  enemies 
of  emancipation  said  the  peasants  would  be  too  indolent  to  culti- 
vate the  land.  Money  is  no  longer  hidden  in  earthen  pots  in 
the  ground,  or  in  the  wall,  through  fear  of  the  steward.  The 
peasants'  houses  in  some  quarters  are  exhibiting  a  greater  ap- 
pearance of  comfort,  and  providing  mere  rooms,  instead  of — 
after  the  old  fashion — crowding  twenty-five  into  a  room.  More 
houses  have  been  built  within  the  last  two  years  than  during 
the  previous  six. 

In  conclusion,  peace  has  been  generally  maintained.    Dur- 
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ing  the  carrying  ont  of  this  measure,  there  were  only  two  cases  of 
revolt,  caused  by  a  rumor  spread  among  ten  thousand  peasants 
in  the  governments  of  Kazan  and  Panjathat  the  Emperor  had 
ordered  no  more  money  to  be  paid.  I  myself  resided  for  a  time 
in  the  centre  of  a  district  one  hundred  miles  south  of  Moscow, 
and  the  proprietor  never  locked  his  door  at  nigbt.  Nowhere 
in  Russia  did  I  hear  any  expressions  uttered  of  apprehensions 
of  social  disorganization  or  riot. 
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REPORT. 


Department  of  State,         ] 
"Washington,  January  18,  1864.  ) 

I  transmit  to  tlie  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resohition  of  the 
14t]i  instant,  a  copy  of  the  report  on  the  resoiu'ces  of  the  United 
States,  i^resented  to  the  International  Statistical  Congress  at 
Berlin,  in  September  last,  bj  the  Hon.  Samuel  B;  Kuggles,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Department  of  State, 
transmitting  the  report. 

William  H.  Sewakd. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


Jfr.  Ruggles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Berlin,  September  14,  18G3. 

Sir, — In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  accompanying  the 
appointment  of  the  undersigned  as  representative  of  the  United 
States  of  America  at  the  International  Statistical  Congress  at 
Berlin,  in  September  instant,  he  embarked  for  Europe  in  the 
first  German  steamer  after  recei\^ng  his  commission,  and  reached 
Berlin,  after  some  detention  on  the  Atlantic,  on  tlie  afternoon 
of  the  6th  of  September.  Ko  business  of  importance  had  been 
transacted  in  the  Congress  up  to  that  time,  except  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  credentials  of  the  delegates. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  tus  credentials  of  the  undersigned 
were  presented  and  approyed,  at  which  tima  representatives 


from  the  following  countries,  stated  in  alphabetical  order,  had 
been  duly  admitted,  viz : 

The  United  States  of  America ;  Anhalt-Dessau ;  Austria ; 
Baden ;  Bavaria ;  Belgium ;  the  Danubiau  Provinces ;  Den- 
mark; France;  Frankfort;  Great  Britain;  Hamburg;  Han- 
over ;  Holland  ;  Holstein  ;  Hesse-Cassel ;  Hesse-Darmstadt ; 
Italy  ;  Lubeck ;  Mecklenburg-Schwerin  ;  Norway  ;  Oldenburg ; 
Portugal ;  Prussia  ;  Russia  ;  Saxe-Coburg  ;  Saxe-Weimar  ;  Sax- 
ony ;  Spain ;  Sweden  ;  Switzerland ;  Turkey ;  and  Wurten- 
berg. 

The  respresentatives  of  most  of  the  nations  above  specified 
made  reports  to  the  Congress  on  the  statistics  of  their  respective 
countries,  whjch  will  be  duly  published  in  German  and  in 
French,  in  the  official  proceedings  or  "  Comi)te  HendiC  of  the 
Congress.  In  general,  tlie  proceedings  and  debates  were  in  the 
German  language,  but  to  some  extent  in  French  and  English. 

Through  some  accidental  and  unintentional  omission,  none  of 
the  States  of  South  America,  or  of  Central  America,  sent  dele- 
gates to  the  Congress,  although  Brazil,  especially,  had  been 
represented  in  preceding  sessions  of  the  Congress.  The  name  of 
the  undersigned  was  eiToneously  entered  in  the  printed  and 
published  lists  as  delegate  from  "  North  America^''  but  on  hia 
application  the  error  will  be  corrected  in  the  official  rej^ort  of 
the  proceedings. 

On  Friday,  the  11th  of  September,  being  the  sixth  day  of  the 
session,  a  statistical  report  was  presented  to  the  Congress  by  tlie 
undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of  which 
a  copy  is  herewitli  transmitted. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  tlie  composition  and  character  of  the 
Congress,  as  shown  by  its  proceedings  and  published  report^  at 
the  preceding  sessions,  were  merely  "  statistical,"  and  in  no  re- 
spect economical  or  political,  rendering  it  proper  and  necessary 
to  refrain  in  the  report  from  any  specolationB  or  deductions  as 
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to  the  practical  use  or  employment  of  the  resources  to  be  statis- 
tically exhibited,  or  any  political  discussion  of  the  character, 
conduct  or  possible  result  of  the  pending  insurrection  against 
the  Government  of  the  American  Union  ;  but  rather  to  present 
the  cardinal  elements  of  its  material  strength  and  resources,  past 
and  present,  in  such  arithmetical  and  statistical  form  as  should 
furnish,  of  itself,  to  the  Congress  and  the  countries  therein  rep- 
resetcd,  sufficient  elements  for  any  necessary  conclusions. 

Again,  it  was  desirable  and  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  publication  and  circulation,  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent, of  such  a  statement,  to  condense  the  facts  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, to  select  only  the  most  prominent,  and  to  seek,  by  a 
well-deiined  outline,  to  present  the  subject  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly. 

Keeping  these  considerations  in  view,  the  report  was  there- 
fore confined  mainly  to  the  four  cardinal  elements  of  our  na- 
tional strength,  embraced  under  the  heads — Territory ;  Popula- 
tion ;  Agricultural  Production  ;  and  Precious  Metals.  It  is  not 
denied  that  other  branches,  though  comparatively  less  important, 
might  have  been  added ;  but  under  the  circumstances,  those 
presented  were  thought  sufficient  for  the  pui*pose. 

In  view  of  the  insurrection  still  affecting  the  industry  and 
products  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  Union,  and  rendering  it 
difficult  to  state  or  estimate  their  present  value  with  any  statis- 
tical accuracy,  they  were  not  embraced  in  the  report  to  the 
present  Congress,  under  the  belief  that  the  full  restoration  of 
tranquillity  before  the  next  session,  in  IS 65,  will  then  enable 
the  representative  of  the  United  States  to  fully  supply  the 
deficiency. 

The  present  session  has  been  signalized  by  the  adoption  of 
important  resolutions  in  respect  to  a  uniform  system  of  weights, 
measm'cs  and  coins,  for  the  use  of  the  civilized  world,  and  ma- 
terially affecting  the  United  States  of  America.    A  large  Com- 
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mission,  embracing  representatives  of  high  attainments,  from 
fom'teen  different  nations  and  countries,  was  instituted  at  the 
Congress  of  1860,  held  in  London,  to  report  a  system  for  con- 
sideration at  the  present  session.  The  undersigned,  on  taking 
his  seat  in  the  body,  was  invited,  in  behalf  the  United  States,  to 
confer  and  unite  with  that  Commission  in  its  proposed  and  forth- 
coming report.  A  draft  of  that  report  had  been  printed,  pre- 
senting, in  review,  the  different  nations  which  had  adopted,  or 
were  disposed  to  adopt,  tlie  metric  system  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures, but  in  which  it  was  stated  that  "  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  have  expressed  a  desire  to  introduce  the  metric  sj'stem 
of  weights  and  measures."  The  undersigned,  on  perceiving  tlio 
statement,  protested  at  once  against  its  propriety,  or  its  admis- 
sion into  the  report,  on  the  ground  that  the  "  Confederate 
States,"  so  called,  had  no  separate,  national  lawful  existence, 
but  still  formed  integral  portions  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica. Tlie  objection  was  acquiesced  in,  and  the  words  in  ques- 
tion were  modified  so  as  to  read,  "  Somebf  the  States  of  America 
have  expressed  a  desire,"  tfec,  ifec.  The  statement  is  known  to 
be  true  in  res2)ect  to  some  of  the  States  of  South  America,  and 
possibly  as  to  some  of  the  States  of  our  American  Union. 

Tlic  propositions  presented  by  that  Commission  to  the  Con- 
gress in  respect  to  weights,  measures  and  coins,  looking  to  an 
eventual  change  in  the  weight  of  the  British  sovereign  and  of 
the  American  dollar  to  reduce  them  to  even  multiples  of  the 
franc,  Vv'ith  the  modifications  which  these  propositions  underwent 
in  the  Congress,  are  of  so  much  importaiicc  and  gravity,  that 
the  undersigned  will  require  some  little  time  for  reporting  them 
fully,  with  the  necessary  accomj^anying  documents,  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  He  will  seek  to  do  so,  with  all 
practicable  despatch,  after  his  return  to  America.  The  subject 
necesSlrily  embraces  the  grave  and  difficult  question  of  the  rel- 
ative value  of  gold  and  of  silver,  present  and  prospective,  and 


the  proper  adjustment  of  the  coins  of  hoth  metals,  to  keep  pace 
with  the  fluctuations  in  their  production  and  supply.  For  this 
purpose,  the  undersigned  thought  it  necessary  to  propose,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  report  on  the  metalliferous  regions  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  subject  of  the  production  of  gold  and 
silver  should  be  investigated  by  a  Commission  to  be  instituted 
by  the  International  Statistical  Congress  ;  but  on  full  consider- 
ation by  the  Section  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  it  was 
decided,  and  perhaps  properly,  that  the  investigation  could  not 
be  properly  made  by  the  Congress,  which  was  statistical  and  not 
economical  in  its  aims,  and  that  the  necessary  inquiry  might 
better  be  left  to  the  governments  of  the  three  great  gold-producing 
countries,  being  the  United  States  ;  Great  Britain  in  respect  to 
Australia,  Kew  Zealand  and  British  America ;  and  Russia ;  and 
more  especially  as  the  inquiry,  to  be  of  any  practical  value, 
must  be  conducted  under  the  authority  and  direction  of  those 
respective  governments.  Meanwhile,  the  decided  opinion  has 
been  expressed  by  the  delegates  in  the  present  Congress  from 
Great  Britain  and  from  Russia,  that  the  necessary  inquiries  on 
a  subject  so  important  to  the  currency  of  the  world,  will  be  pros- 
ecuted by  those  governments  with  all  proper  eificiency  and 
despatch. 

During  the  session  of  the  present  Congress  a  resolution  was 
passed,  on  motion  of  Professor  Schubert,  of  the  University  of 
Konigsburgh,  that  it  was  "  advisable,  and  very  useful  to  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  statistical  science,  tliat  of  all  official  works 
and  communications  published  by  statistical  bureaus,  one  copy 
shall  be  given  to  all  the  universities  and  high  academies  of  the 
states  of  Europe,  to  be  preserved  in  their  hbraries."  A  motion 
made  by  the  undersigned,  at  a  subsequent  day,  and  seconded  by 
Professor  Schubert,  was  unanimously  passed  by  the  Congress, 
that  the  resolution  be  modified  and  enlarged  "so  as  to  include 
the  public  librai'ies  in  six  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  United 
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States  of  America,  to  be  designated  by  the  State  Department 
at  Washington." 

The  Congress  adjourned  on  the  11th  of  September,  after  hav- 
ing received  the  marked  hospitality  and  consideration  of  tlie 
government  of  Prussia,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  Berlin. 

Of  the  period  of  thirty  Says  after  the  adjournment  allowed  to 
the  undersigned  for  returning  to  the  United  States,  he  will  em- 
ploy the  first  two  weeks  in  visiting  Russia,  to  collect  the  statis- 
tics of  the  product  of  gold  in  that  country  ; — for  which  purpose 
the  representatives  of  that  government  in  the  Congress,  and 
also  the  Eussian  Minister  at  Berlin,  have  courteously  afforded 
him  important  facilities.  • 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  B.  Ruggles. 
His  Excellency  WiLLiAit  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  &Cy  &G.^  &G*.  '    • 


Note. 

Tlie  undersized,  on  the  21st  of  December,  1SG3,  transmitted  to  the  State 
Department  the  Supplemental  Report  referred  to  in  the  preceding  comn)uni- 
cation,  in  respect  to  4ho  proceedings  of  the  International  Statistical  Congress, 
at  Berlin,  on  the  subject  of  "  Uniform  Weights,  MEASURua  and  Coins."  Tliat 
Keport,  when  printed,  will  be  published  sepai-iitely, 

S.  B.   KCQGLES. 


Iiitcni'dtioual  Statistiral  €m^xm  at  ^eiiitt. 

'  YL  SESSIOK 


SIXTH  DAY'S  SESSION. 

September  lltb,  1863. 

I  ffom  itie  Uniled  States  of  Amefica.  ■ 

Mr.  Samuel  B.  Euggles,  Delegate  from  tlie  United  States  of 
America,  presented  the  following  Eeport : 

JLTa  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the 

International  Statistical  Congress  : 
The  Government  of  Prussia  having  specially  requested,  through 
its  Minister  at  Washington,  his  Excellency  the  Baron  Gerolt, 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  should 
send  a  representative  to  the  International  Statistical  Congress 
to  convene  at  Berlin  on  the  6th  of  September,  1863,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  the  14th  of  August,  appointed  the 
undersigned  to  that  office.  The  session  of  the  Congress  being  so 
near  at  hand,  the  undersigned  was  necessarily  obliged  to  embark 
for  Europe  without  delay,  and  was  thus  prevented  from  collect- 
ing, in  due  season,  as  large  a  portion  as  could  have  been  desired, 
of  the  numerous  documents  and  publications  illustrating  the 
statistics  of  the  United  States.  Much  important  information, 
thou2;h  often  wantins;  in  classification  and  arranirement,  is  em- 
braced  in  various  official  papers  issued  under  public  authority, 
both  National  and  State,  and  also  by  Boards  of  Trade  and  other 
voluntary  societies  whose  labors  are  more  or  less  statistical. 
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Attempts  have  been  made  to  impart  to   American  statistics, 
more  of  an   analytical  and  scientific  character,  by  means   oi 
official  Bm'eaux  to  be  specially  organized  for  the  pm'pose.     The 
State  of  Ohio,  some  years  since,  under  the  administration  oi 
Governor  Chase,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  established  a  Bureau  of  Statistics,  as  one  of  the 
organs  of  the  State  government,  which  was  committed  to  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Mansfield,  whose  copious  and  instructive  Annual 
Reports,  fully  justify  the  selection :  while  far  awaj^,  in  tlie  re- 
mote interior,  beyond  the  great  chain  of  Lakes,  the  infant  State 
of  Minnesota,  with  a  single  exception   the  youngest  in   the 
American  Union,  containing  by  the  census  of  1860  but  173,000 
inhabitants  clustered  around  the  head  waters  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, and  more  than  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  the  Atlantic, 
establislied  almost  at  the  moment  of  its  birth,  a  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics.    Two  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  its  able  Commissioner  of 
Statistics,  Mr.  Wheelock,  are  now  submitted  to  the  inspection  of 
the  International  Statistical  Congress,  as  aifording  reasonable 
ground  of  hope  that,  in  due  time,  America  may  at  least  approach 
in  scientific  accuracy  and  philosophical  arrangement,  the  more 
mature  and  perfect  performances  of  the  statisticians  of  Europe. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  not  yet  established  a 
distinct  Bureau  of  Statistics,  although  repeatedly  recommended 
and  urged  to  do  so ;  but  in  taking  the  census  rf  inhabitants,  re- 
quired by  the  Kational  Constitution  at  intervals  not  exceeding 
ten  years,  the  practice  has  been  gradually  introduced  of  super- 
adding, by  special  direction  of  Congress,  inquiries,  more  or  less 
extensive,  in  regard  to  various  branches  of  industry  and  produc- 
tion, and  recently  embracing  social  statistics  to  a  moderate  extent 
— so  that  the  compend  of  the  census  of  1860,  herewith  submitted 
to  the  International  Statistical  Congress,  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain a  considerable  mass  of  statistical  information  illustrating 
the  material  and,  to  some  extent,  the  social  and  moral  condition 


11 


of  the  nation.  Under  the  limited  powers  conferred  hj  Congress, 
the  active  and  intelligent  officers  who  have  successively  filled 
the  office  of  Superintendent,  and  particularly  Mr.  Kennedy,  who 
participated  in  one  or  more  of  the  previous  sessions  of  the  Inter- 
national Statistical  Congress,  have  earnestly  exerted  their  best 
efforts  to  render  the  inquiries  authorized  by  law,  useful  not  only 
to  the  country,  but  to  the  cause  of  statistical  science.  It  is  con- 
fidently believed  that  the  enlightened  labors  of  the  present  body, 
may  do  much  to  induce  the^legislative  authorities  of  the  United 
State  to  recognise  a  competent  Bm'eau  of  Statistics  as  a  national 
necessity,  and  thereby  place  their  country  on  an  equality,  in 
that  respect,  with  the  most  intelligent  nations  of  tlic  world. 

Even  then,  some  time  must  elapse,  before  it  will  fully  attain 
that  power  of  acute,  comprehensive  and  thorongh  analysis  in 
the  various  branches  of  statistical  inqniry,  which  has  so  distin- 
gliislied  the  eminent  European  statisticians,  in  tlioir  valuable 
labors  in  the  International  Statistical  Congress  during  the  pres- 
ent and  the  preceding  sessions. 

It  is  cause  for  general  congratulation  that  those  who  conduct 
the  public  affairs  of  nations  liave  become  generally  convinced, 
that  a  State  cannot  be  wisely  or  safely  governed,  witliout  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  quantities.  Abstract  theories  and  his- 
torical traditions  doubtless  have  their  use  and  their  proper 
place,  but  statistics  are  the  very  eyes  of  the  statesman,  enabling 
him  to  survey  and  scan  with  clear  but  comprehensive  vision, 
the  whole  structure  and  economy  of  the  body  politic — to  adjust,' 
in  finest  harmony  all  its  varied  functions — to  regnlate  and 
invigorate  the  healthful  circulation  of  every  artery  and  vein, 
from  the  central,  vital  trunk  to  the  most  remote  and  delicate 
articulation. 

Xot  only  so.  In  this  modern  world  where  steam  has  abol- 
ished space,  the  statesman,  to  deserve  the  name,  must  carefully 
Bm'vey  the  statistics  of  all  the  nations  that  commerce  can  ap- 


proacli,  so  that  with  nice  and  skillful  hand,  he  may  adapt  the 
administration  of  his  particular  government  to  the  due  measure 
of  its  comparative  capacities  and  powers. 

It  is  under  the  conviction,  that  this  new-born,  modern  "  solid- 
arity of  nations"  renders  the  statistics  of  each  important  to  all, 
that  the  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
now  ventures  briefly  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  International 
Statistical  Congress,  to  some  of  the  most  prominent  features  ex- 
hibited by  the  compend  of  the  census  of  18G0,  now  before  this 
body,  and  especially  to  the  evidence  w^hich  it  furnishes,  of  the 
rate  and  extent  of  material  progress  of  the  human  race  in  that 
portion  of  the  !New  "World,  committed  by  Providence  to  the 
care  of  the  American  Union.  The  exhibition  will  certainly  fur- 
nish to  some  extent  the  means  of  statistical  comparison  with 
other  portions  of  the  world,  and  thereby  enable  the  International 
Statistical  Congress,  in  due  time,  to  discharge  what  may  become 
a  very  important  and  world-wide  duty,  in  classifying  the  results 
from  the  reports  of  individual  countries,  and  thus  to  present  in 
scientific  form  the  prominent  and  distinctive  features  of  the 
comparative  anatomy  of  nations. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  feared  that  such  a  classification  or  comparison 
could  ever  be  deemed  useless  or  invidious.  On  this  point  the 
present  body  fortunately  is  able  to  refer  to  the  highest  authority. 
The  impressive  words,  in  the  opening  address  of  the  late  Prince 
Albert,' — who  deemed  it  no  derogation  from  his  eminent  rank  as 
the  royal  consort  of  the  British  Sovereign,  to  preside  personally 
over  your  deliberations,  and  whose  untimely  death  is  mourned 
in  both  hemispheres  as  a  loss  to  the  human  race, — now  come  to 
us  with  solemn  earnestness. 

In  the  noble  language  of  that  truly  exalted  Prince,  such  com- 
parisons will  only  "  prove  to  us  afresh  in  figures,  what  we  know 
"  already  from  feeling  and  experience — how  dependent  the 
*'  different  nations  are  upon  each  other,  for  their  progress — for 
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"  their  moral  and  material  prosperity — and  that  the  essential 
"  condition  of  their  mutual  happiness,  is  the  maintenance  of 
"  peace  and  good  will  among  each  other.  Let  them  then  be 
"  rivals,  but  rivals  in  the  noble  race  of  social  improvement,  in 
"  which,  although  it  may  be  the  lot  of  one  to  arrive  first  at  the 
"  goal,  yet  all  will  equally  share  the  prize — all  feeling  their  own 
"  powers  and  strength  increase  in  the  healthy  competition." 

The  compend  of  the  census  of  1860,  and  other  official  docu- 
ments now  submitted  to  the  International  Statistical  Congress, 
will  establish  the  following  cardinal  facts,  in  respect  to  the  terri- 
tory, population,  and  progress  in  material  wealth  of  the  United 
States  of  America : 

I.  The  territorial  area  of  the  United  States,  at  the  peace  of 
1783,  then  bounded  west  by  the  Mississippi  river,  was  820,680 
square  miles,  about  four  times  that  of  France,  which  is  stated  to 
be  207,145  exclusive  of  Algeria.  The  purchase  from  France  of 
Louisiana,  in  1804,  added  to  this  area  899,680  square  miles. 
Purchases  from  Spain  and  from  Mexico,  and  the  Oregon  treaty 
with  England,  added  the  further  quantity  of  1,215,907  square 
miles ;  making  the  total  present  territory  2,936,166  square  miles, 
or  1,879,146,240  acres. 

Of  this  immense  area,  possessing  a  great  variety  of  climate 
and  culture  so  large  a  portion  is  fertile,  that  it  has  been  steadily 
absorbed  by  the  rapidly  increasing  population.  In  May  last, 
there  remained  undisposed  of  and  belonging  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  964,901,625  acres. 

To  prevent  any  confusion  of  boundaries,  the  lands  are  care- 
fully surveyed  and  allotted  by  the  Government,  and  are  then 
granted  gratuitously  to  actual  settlers,  or  sold  for  prices  not  ex- 
ceeding a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  to  purchasers  other  than 
settlers.  It  appears  by  the  Eeport  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Ofiice,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  furnished, 
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that  the  quantity  surveyed  and  ready  for  sale,  in  September, 
1862,  was  135,142,999  acres.  The  Report  also  states,  that  the 
recent  discoveries  of  rich  and  extensive  gold  fields  in  some  of  the 
unsurveyed  portions,  are  rapidly  filling  the  interior  with  a  popu- 
lation whose  necessities  require  the  speedy  survey  and  disposi- 
tion of  large  additional  tracts.  The  immediate  survey  is  not 
however,  of  vital  importance,  as  the  first  occupant  j^ractically 
gains  the  pre-emptive  claim  to  the  land  after  the  survey  is  com- 
pleted. The  cardinal,  the  great  continental  fiict,  so  to  speak,  is 
this,  that  the  whole  of  this  vast  body  of  land  is  freely  open  to- 
gratuitous  occupation,  without  delay  or  difficulty  of  any  kind. 

II.  The  population  of  the  United  States,  as  shown  by  thb 
Census  of  ISOO,  was  31,445,080,  of  which  number  26,975,575 
were  white,  and  4,441,706  black,  of  various  degrees  of  color — oi 
the  blacks  3,953,760  being  returned  as  slaves.  Whether  any,  oi 
what  proportion,  of  the  number  are  hereafter  to  be  statistically 
considered  as  "  Slaves  "  depends  upon  contingencies,  which  it 
would  be  premature  at  the  present  time  to  discuss. 

The  increase  of  population  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Government,  has  been  as  follows  : 

1790,  3,929,827  -;  , 

■        3  800,  5,305,937  increase  35.02  per  cent. 

1810,  7,239,814  "  30.45  " 

1820,  9,038,191  "  33.13  " 

1830,  12,800,020  "  33.49  " 

1840,  17,009,453  "  32.07  " 

1850,  23,191,870  "  35.87  " 

1800,  31,445,080  "  35.59  " 

This  rate  of  progress,  especially  since  1820,  is  owing,  in  part, 
to  immigration  from  foreign  countries 
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Tlicrc  arrived  in  the  10  years : 

From  1820  to  1830     244,490 

"     1830  to  1840     552,000 

"      1840  to  1850     1,558,300 

"     1850  to  1860     2,707,624 


Total 5,062,414 

being  a  yearly  average  of  126,560  for  the  forty  years,  and 
270,762  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  disturbances  in  the  United  States,  caused  by  the  existing 
insurrection,  and  commencing  in  April,  1861,  have  temporarily 
and  partially  checked  this  cnn-ent  of  immigration,  but  dm'ing 
the  present  year  it  is  again  increasing. 

The  records  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  of  New 
York  show  that  the  arrivals  at  that  port  alone  have  been — 

From  Ireland.    From  Germany,    Totfil  including  all 

other  countries. 

1861  27,754     27,159       65,529 

1862  32,217     27,740       76,306 

1863  64,465     18,724  about  98,000 

(up  to  August  20tb,  Tj  months.) 

The  proportions  of  the  whole  number  of  5,062,414  arriving 
from  foreign  countries,  in  the  forty  years  from  1820  to  1860, 
were  as  follows : 

From  Ireland 067,366 

England 302,665 

Scotland 47,800 

Wales 7,935 

Great-Britain  and  Ireland  1,425,018 

2,750,784 

1,588,145 


From  Germany 1,546,976 

Sweden 36,129 

Denmark  and  !Norway  , , ,        5,540 


From  France 208,063 

Italy , 11,302 

Switzerland 37,732 

Spain 10,245 

British  America 117,14.2 

Cbina  (in  California  almost 

exclusively) 41,443 

All  other  countries,  or  un- 
known   291,558 


723,485 
5,002,414 


It  is  not  ascertainable  how  many  have  returned  to  foreign 
countries,  but  they  probably  do  not  exceed  a  million. 

If  the  present  partial  check  to  imniigration  should  continue, 
though  it  is  hardly  probable,  the  number  of  immigrants  for  the 
decade  ending  in  1870,  may  possibly  be  reduced  from  2,707,624 
to  1,500,000. 

The  ascertained  average  of  increase  of  the  whole  population 
in  the  seven  decades  from  1790  to  1860,  ■which  is  very  nearly 
33^  per  cent,  or  one-third  for  each  decade,  would  carry  the 

present  numbers 31,445,080 

by  the  year  1870  to 41,926,750 

From  which  deduct  for  the  possible  diminution  of 
immigrants  as  above 1,207,624 

there  would  remain 40,719,126 

Mr.  Kennedy,  the  experienced  Superintendent  of  the  Census, 
in  the  ComY)end,  published  in  1862,  at  page  7,  estimates  the 
population  of  1870  at  42,318,432,  and  of  1880,  at  56,450,241. 

The  rate  of  progress  of  the  population  of  the  United  States 
has  much  exceeded  that  of  any  of  the  European  nations.  The 
experienced  statisticians  in  the  present  Congress  can  readily 
furnish  the  figures  precisely  ehowing  the  comparative  rate. 


The  population  of  France  in 


1801  was    27,349,003 


1821 
1831 
1841 
1851 

1861 


30,461 ,875 

32,569,223        ' 

34,230,178       •' 

35,283,170 

37,472,132 

being  about  37  per  cent,  in  the  sixty  years.    It  does  not  include 
Algeria,  which  has  a  European  population  of  192,746. 


The  population  of  Prussia  has  increased,  since  1816,  as  fol- 
lows: ;    .V   _■:-;,      ^   ,..;'•-■■:'':-     •  ;■ 

1816  10,319,993       ,. 

1822  11,664,133 

1834  13,038,970 

1840  14,928,503       • 

1849  16,296,483 

1858  17,672,609 

1861 18,4.91,220 

being  at  the  rate  of  79  per  cent,  in  forty-five  years. 

The  population  of  England  and  "Wales  was,  in 

1801 9,156,171 

1811  10,454,529 

1821  12,172,664 

1831  14,051,986 

1841  16,035,198 

1851  18,054,170 

1861  20,227,746 

Showing  an  increase  of  121  per  cent,  in  the  sixty  years, 
against  an  increase  in  the  United  States,  in  sixty  years,  of  593 
per  cent. 

III.  The  natural  and  inevitable  result  of  this  great  increaes 
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of  population,  enjoying  an  ample  supply  of  fertile  land,  is  seen 
in  a  corresponding  advance  in  the  material  wealth  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  For  the  purpose  of  State  taxation,  tlie 
values  of  their  real  and  personal  property  are  yearly  assessed  by 
officers  appointed  by  the  States.  The  assessment  does  not  in- 
clude large  amounts  of  property  held  by  religious,  educational, 
charitable  and  other  associations  exempted  by  law  from  taxa- 
tion, nor  any  public  property  of  any  description.  In  actual 
practice,  the  real  property  is  rarely  assessed  for  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  its  cash  value,  while  large  amounts  of  personal  prop- 
erty, being  easily  concealed,  escape  assessment  altogether. 

The  assessed  value  of  that  portion  of  property  which  is  thua 
actually  taxed,  increased  as  follows :  .■'■'■ 

■    In  1791  (estimated) $750,000,000 

1816  (estimated) 1,800,000,000 

1850  official  valuation 7,135,780^228 

'    1860  do  16,159,616,063 

showing  an  increase  in  the  last  decade  alone  of  $9,023,835,840. 

A  question  has  been  raised,  in  some  quarters,  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  these  valuations  of  1850  and  1860,  in  embracing  in 
the  valuation  of  1850  $961,000,000,  and  in  the  valuation  of 
1860  $1,936,000,000,  as  the  assessed  value  of  slaves,  insisting 
that  black  men  are  persons  and  not  property,  and  should  be 
regarded,  like  other  men,  only  as  producers  and  consumers.  If 
this  view  of  the  subject  should  be  admitted,  the  valuation  of 

1850  would  be  reduced  to $6,174,780,000 

and  that  of  1860  to 14,223,618,068 

leaving  the  increase  in  the  decade $8,048,825,840 

The  advance,  even  if  reduced  to  $8,048,825,840,  is  sufficiently 
large  to  require  the  most  attentive  examination.    It  is  an  in- 
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crease  of  property  over  tlie  valuation  of  1850  of  130  per  cent, 
while  tlie  increase  of  population  in  the  same  decade  was  but 
35.59  per  cent.  In  seeking  for  tlie  cause  of  this  discrepancy,  wo 
shall  reach  a  fundamental  and  all  important  fact  which  will 
furnish  the  key  to  the  past  and  to  the  future  progress  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  the  power  they  possess,  by  means  of  canals 
and  railways,  to  practically  abolish  the  distance  between  the 
sea-board  and  the  wide-spread  and  fertile  regions  of  the  interior, 
thereby  removing  the  clog  on  their  agricultural  industry,  and 
virtually  placing  them  side  by  side  with  the  communities  on 
the  Atlantic.  During  the  decade  ending  in  1S60,  the  sum  of 
$413,541,510  was  expended  within  the  limits  of  the  interior 
central  group  known  as  the  "food-exporting  States,"  in  con- 
structing 11,212  miles  of  railway,  to  connect  them  with  the  sea- 
board.    The  traffic  receipts  li'om  those  roads  were : 

In  1860     $31,335,031 

"  1861     35,305,509 

"1862     44,908,405 

The  saving  to  the  communities  themselves  in  the  transporta- 
tion, for  which  they  thus  paid  $44,908,405,  was  at  least  five 
times  that  amount,  while  the  increase  in  the  exports  from  that 
portion  of  the  Union,  greatly  animated  not  only  the  commerce 
of  the  Atlantic  States  carrying  those  exports  over  their  railways 
to  the  sea-board,  but  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  Eastern 
States,  that  exchange  the  fabrics  of  their  work-shops  for  the 
food  of  the  interior. 

By  carefully  analyzing  the  $8,048,825,840,  in  question,  we 
find  that  the  six  manufactm-ing  States  of  'New  England  received 
$735,754,244  of  the  amount :  that  the  middle  Atlantic  or  carry- 
ing and  commercial  States,  from  New  York  to  Maryland  inclu- 
sive, received  $1,834,911,579 ;  and  that  the  food-producing 
interior  itself,  embracing  the  eight  great  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
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ana,  Illinois,  Micliigan,  "Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Mis- 
Bouri,  received  $2,810,000,000.  This  very  large  accession  of 
wealth  to  this  single  group  of  States  is  sufRcientlj  important  to 
be  stated  more  in  detail.  The  group,  taken  as  a  whole,  extends 
from  the  western  boundaries  of  Isew  York  and  Pennsylvania  to 
the  Missouri  river,  through  fourteen  degrees  of  longitude,  and 
from  the  Ohio  river  north  to  the  British  dominions,  through 
twelve  degrees  of  latitude.  It  embraces  an  area  of  4^1,107 
square  miles,  or  2S2,134:,6S8  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  arable 
and  exceedingly  fertile,  much  of  it  in  prairie  and  ready  at  once 
for  the  plough.  There  may  be  a  small  portion  adjacent  to  Lake 
Superior  unfit  for  cultivation,  but  it  is  abundantly  compensated 
hj  its  rich  deposits  of  copper  and  of  iron  of  the  best  quality. 

Into  this  immense  natural  garden  in  a  salubrious  and  desir- 
able portion  of  the  temperate  zone,  the  swelling  stream  of  popu- 
lation, from  the  older  Atlantic  States  and  from  Euroj^e,  has 
steadily  flowed  during  the  last  decade,  increasing  its  previous 
population  from  5,403,595  to  8,957,690,  an  accession  of  3,554,095 
inhabitants  gained  by  the  peaceful  conquest  of  I^ature,  fully 
equal  to  the  population  of  Silesia  which  cost  Frederick  the 
Great  the  Seven  Years  War,  and  exceeding  that  of  Scotland,  the 
sul)ject  of  struggle  for  centuries. 

The  rapid  influx  of  population  into  this  group  of  States  in- 
creased the  quantity  of  the  "  improved"  land,  thereby  meaning 
ferras  more  or  less  cultivated,  within  then*  limits,  from  20,680,361 
acres  in  1850  to  61,826,395  acres  in  1860,  but  leaving  a  residue 
yet  to  be  improved  of  230,308,293  acres.  The  area  of  25,146,054 
acres  thus  taken  in  ten  years  from  the  prairie  and  the  forest,  is 
eqiial  to  seven-eighths  of  the  arable  area  of  England,  stated  by 
its  political  economists  to  be  28,000,000  of  acres. 

The  area  embraced  in  the  residue  will  permit  a  similar  opera- 
tion to  be  repeated  eight  times  successively,  plainly  demonstrat- 
ing the  capacity  of  this  group  of  States  to  expand  their  present 
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population  of  8,957,690  to  at  least  thirty,  if  not  lorty  millions 
of  inliabifents,  ■without  inconverience. 

The  effects  of  tliis  influx  of  population  in  increasing  the 
pecuniary  wealth,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  products  of  the 
States  in  question,  are  signally  manifest  in  the  census.  The 
assessed  value  of  their  real  and  personal  property,  ascended  fi-om 
$1,116,000,000  in  1850,  to  $3,926,000,000  in  1860,  showing  a 
clear  increase  of  $2,810,000,000.  "We  can  best  measure  this 
rapid  and  enormous  accession  of  wealth,  by  comparing  it  with 
an  object  which  all  nations  value — the  commercial  marine.  The 
commercial  tonnage  of  the  United  States, 

In  1840,  was  2,180,764  tons. 
"  1850,     "   3,535,454     « 
"  1860,     "   5,358,808     « 

At  $50  per  ton,  which  is  a  full  estimate,  the  whole  pecuniary 
value  of  the  5,358,808  tons,  embracing  all  our  commercial  fleets 
on  the  oceans  and  the  lakes  and  the  rivers,  and  numbering 
nearly  thirty  thousand  vessels,  would  be  but  $207,940,000 ; 
whereas  the  increase  in  the  pecmiiary  value  of  the  States  under 
consideration,  in  each  year  of  the  last  decade,  was  $281,000,000. 
Five  years  increase  would  purchase  every  commercial  vessel  in 
the  Christian  world. 

But  the  census  discloses  another  very  important  feature  in 
respect  to  these  interior  States,  of  far  higher  interest  to  the 
statisticians,  and  especially  to  the  statesmen  of  Europe,  than 
any  which  has  yet  been  noticed,  in  tlieir  vast  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing capacity  to  supply  food,  both  vegetable  and  animal, 
cheaply  and  abundantly,  to  the  increasing  millions  of  the  Old 
"World.  In  the  last  decade,  their  cereal  products  increased 
from  309,950,295  bushels  to  558,160,323  bushels,  considerably 
exceeding  the  whole  cereal  product  of  England,  and  nearly,  if 
not  quite  equal,  to  that  of  France.     In  the  same  period  the 
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swine,  who  play  a  very  important  part  in  consuming  the  large 
surplus  of  Indian  corn,  increased  in  number  from  8,536,182  to 
11,039,352,  and  the  cattle  from  4,373,712  to  7,204,810.  Thanka 
to  steam  and  the  railway,  the  herds  of  cattle  who  feed  on  the 
meadows  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  are  now  carried  in  four  days, 
through  eighteen  degrees  of  longitude,  to  the  slaughter-houses 
on  the  Atlantic. 

It  is  difficult  to  furnish  any  visible  or  adequate  measure  for  a 
mass  of  cereals  so  enormous  as  558  millions  of  bushels.  About 
one-fifth  of  the  whole  descends  the  chain  of  lakes  on  which 
1,300  vessels  are  constantly  employed  in  the  season  of  naviga- 
tion. About  one-seventh  of  the  whole  finds  its  way  to  the 
ocean,  through  the  Erie  Canal,  which  has  already  been  once 
enlarged  for  the  purpose  of  passing  vessels  of  two  hundred  tons, 
and  is  now  under  survey  by  the  State  of  New  York,  for  a  second 
enlargement  to  pass  vessels  of  five  hundred  tons.  The  vessels, 
called  "  c^nal-boats,"  now  navigating  the  canal,  exceed  five 
thousand  in  number,  and  if  placed  in  line,  would  be  more  than 
eighty  miles  in  length. 

The  barrels  of  wheat  and  flour  alone,  carried  by  the  canal  to 
the  Hudson  river,  were  in 

1842   1,140,292 

1852  3,937,306 

18.2  7,510,397 

A  similar  enlargement  is  also  proposed  for  the  canal  connect- 
Lake  Michigan  with  the  Mississippi  river.  When  botli  the 
works  are  completed,  a  barrel  of  flour  can  be  carried  from  St. 
Louis  to  New  York,  nearly  half  across  the  Continent,  for  fifty 
cents,  or  a  ton  from  the  Iron  Mountain  of  Missouri  for  five 
dollars.*  The  moderate  portion  of  the  cereals  that  descends  the 
Lakes,  if  placed  in  barrels  of  five  bushels  each,  and  side  by  side, 
would  form  a  line  five  thousand  miles  long.    The  whole  crop, 
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if  placed  in  barrels,  would  encircle  the  globe.  Such  is  its  pres- 
ent magnitude.  We  leave  it  to  statistical  science  to  discern 
and  truly  estimate  the  future.  One  result  is,  at  all  events,  ap- 
parent. A  general  famine  is  now  impossible ;  for  America,  it 
necessary,  can  feed  Europe  for  centuriee  to  come.  Let  the 
statesman  and  the  philanthropist  ponder  well  the  magnitude  ol 
the  fact  and  all  its  far-reaching  consequences,  political,  social, 
and  moral,  in  the  increased  industry,  the  increased  happiness, 
and  the  assured  peace  of  the  world. 

IV.  The  great  metalliferous  region  of  the  American  Union, 
is  found  between  the  Missouri  river  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
This  grand  division  of  the  Republic  embraces  a  little  more  than 
half  of  its  whole  continental  breadth.  Portland,  in  Maine,  is  in 
the  meridian  70''  west  from  Greenwich ;  Leavenworth,  on  the 
Missouri  river,  in  95°  ;  and  San  Francisco,  on  the  Pacific,  in 
123°.  By  these  continental  landmarks  the  "Western  or  metal- 
liferous section  is  found  to  embrace  28°,  and  the  Eastern  division 
between  the  Missouri  and  the  Atlantic  at  Portland,  26°  of  our 
total  territorial  breadth  of  53°  of  longitude. 

It  has  been  the  principal  work  and  office  of  the  American 
people,  since  the  foundation  of  their  Government,  to  carry  the 
machinery  of  civilization  westward  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Missouri,  the  great  confluent  of  the  Mississippi.  So  far  as  the 
means  of  rapid  inter-communication  are  concerned,  the  work 
may  be  said  to  be  accomplished,  for  a  locomotive  engine  can 
now  run  without  interruption,  from  Portland  to  the  Missouri, 
striking  it  at  St.  Joseph  just  below  the  4:0th  parallel  of  latitude. 
In  the  twenty  years  preceding  18G0,  a  net-work  of  railways, 
31,19  J  miles  in  length,  was  constructed,  having  the  terminus  of 
the  most  western  link  on  the  Missouri  river.  The  total  cost  was 
$1,151,560,829,  of  which  $850,000,681  was  expended  in  the 
decade  between  1850  and  IbOO. 
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The  American  Government  and  people  had  become  aware  of 
the  great  pecuniary,  commercial  and  political  results  of  connect- 
ing the  ocean  with  the  food-producing  interior,  by  adequate 
steam  communications.  But  the  higlier  and  more  diiiicult 
problem  was  then  presented,  of  repeating  the  effort  on  a  scale 
still  more  grand  and  continental ;  of  winning  victories  still  more 
arduous  over  Nature ;  of  encountering  and  subduing  the  massive, 
mountain  ranges  interposed  by  the  prolongation  of  the  Cor- 
dilleras of  our  sister  continent  through  the  centre  of  North 
America,  rising,  even  at  their  lowest  points  of  depression,  far 
above  the  highest  peaks  of  the  Atlantic  States. 

The  Government,  feeling  the  vital  national  importance  of 
closely  connecting  the  States  of  the  Atlantic  and  of  the  Missis- 
sippi with  the  Pacific  with  all  practicable  despatch,  has  vigor- 
ously exerted  its  power.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1862,  nearly  fifteen 
months  after  the  outbreak  of  the  existing  insurrection,  and  not- 
withstanding the  necessity  of  calling  into  the  field  more  T^an 
half  a  million  of  men  to  enforce  the  natioiial  authority,  Congress 
passed  the  act  for  incorporating  "  the  Union  Pacihc  Eaihvay 
Company,"  and  appropriated  $06,000,000  in  thj  bonds  of  the 
United  States,  with  large  grants  of  land,  to  aid  the  work,  direct- 
ing it  to  be  commenced  at  the  lOOtli  meridian  of  longitude, 
but  with  four  brandies  extending  eastward  to  the  Missouri  river. 
Tlie  necessary  surveys  across  the  mountain  ranges,  are  no^\'  in 
active  progress,  and  the  construction  of  the  Eastern  Di\ision 
leading  westward  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ivansas  river  on  the 
Missouri,  has  actually  commenced.  The  whole  of  that  division, 
including  that  part  of  the  line  west  of  the  100th  meridian  to  the 
foot  of  the  "Kocky  Mountains,"  is  en  a  nearly  level  plain,  and 
is  singularly  easy  of  construction.  Its  western  end  will  strike 
the  most  prominent  point  of  the  auriferous  regions  in  tlie  terri- 
tory of  Colorado,  wliere  the  annual  product  of  gohl,  as  stated  in 
the  official  message  of  the  territorial  Governor,  is  from  live  to 
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ten  millions  of  dollars.  The  gold  is  there  extracted,  by  crushing 
machines,  from  the  quartz,  in  which  it  is  found  extensively  dis- 
tributed, needing  only  the  railway  from  the  Missouri  to  cheaply 
carry  the  necessary  miners  with  their  machinery  and  supplies. 
The  distance  to  that  point  will  be  about  six  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  which  will  be  passed  in  twenty-eight  hours.  When  com- 
pleted, as  it  easily  may  be,  within  the  next  three  years,  it  will 
open  the  way  for  such  an  exodus  of  miners  as  the  country  has 
not  seen  since  the  first  discoveries  in  California,  to  which  the 
American  people  rushed  with  such  avidity,  many  of  them  cir- 
cumnavigating Cape  Horn  to  reach  the  scene  of  attraction. 

Meanwhile,  a  corresponding  movement  has  commenced  on 
the  Pacific,  in  vigorously  prosecuting  the  construction  of  the 
railway  eastward  from  the  coast  at  or  near  San  Francisco,  whicli 
will  cross  the  Sierra  Nevada  at  an  elevation  of  about  7,000  feet, 
on  the  Eastern  line  of  California,  in  the  120th  parallel  of  longi- 
tude, and  there  descend  into  the  territory  of  Nevada  at  the  rich 
silver  mines  of  Washoe. 

It  is  not  yet  possible  to  estimate  with  any  accuracy  the  extent 

of  these  deposits  of  gold  and  silver,  but  they  are  already  known 

to  exist  at  very  numerous  localities  in  and  between  the  Eocky 

Mountains   and  the   Sierra  Nevada,  not  to  mention  the  rich 

quartz  mining  regions  in  California  itself,  wliich  continue  to 

pour  out  their  volumes  of  gold  to  affect,  whether  for  good  or  ill, 

the  financial  condition  of  the  civilized  world.     During  the  last 

six  months  gold  has  been  obtained  in  such  quantities,  from  the 

sands  of  the  Snake  E-iver  and  other  confluents  of  the  Columbia 

Hiver,  as  to  attract  more  than  twenty  thousand  persons  to  that 

remote  portion  of  our  metalliferous  interior.     The  products  of 

those  streams  alone  for  the  present  year,  are  estimated  at  twenty 
millions  of  dollars. 
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The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  his  official 
Report  of  the  29th  December,  1862,  states  as  follows ; 

"  The  great  auriferous  region  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
western  portion  of  the  Continent,  stretches  from  the  49tli  degree 
of  north  latitude,  and  Puget  Sound,  to  the  30'='  80'  parallel,  and 
from  the  102d  degree  of  longitude  west  of  Greenwich,  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  embracing  portions  of  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Colo- 
rado, all  of  Kew  Mexico,  with  Arizona,  Utah,  Nevada,  Califor- 
nia, Oregon  and  "Washington  Territories.  It  may  be  designated 
as  comprising  17  degrees  of  latitude,  or  a  breadth  of  eleven  hun- 
dred miles,  from  North  to  South,  and  of  nearly  equal  longitu- 
dinal extension,  making  an  area  of  more  than  a  million  of  square 
miles. 

*'  This  vast  region  is  traversed  from  North  to  South,  first,  on 
the  Pacific  side,  by  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  Cascade  Mountains, 
then  by  the  Blue  and  Humboldt ;  on  the  East,  by  the  double 
ranges  of  the  Kocky  Mountains,  embracing  the  Wasatch  and 
Wind  River  Chain,  and  the  Sierra  Madre,  stretching  longi- 
tudinally and  in  lateral  spurs,  crossed  and  linked  together  by 
intervening  ridges,  connecting  the  whole  system  by  five  principal 
ranges,  dividing  the  country  into  an  equal  number  of  basins, 
each  being  nearly  surrounded  by  mountains,  and  watered  by 
mountain  streams  and  snows,  thereby  interspersing  this  immense 
territory  with  bodies  of  agricultural  lands,  equal  to  the  support 
not  only  of  miners,  but  of  a  dense  population." 

"  These  mountains,"  he  continues,  "  are  literally  stocked  with 
minerals  ;  gold  and  silver  being  interspersed  in  profusion  over 
this  immense  smface,  and  daily  brought  to  light  by  new  dis- 
coveries." 

*'  In  addition  to  the  deposits  of  gold  and  silver,  various  sec- 
tions of  the  whole  region  are  rich  in  precious  stones,  marble, 


27 


gjpsnni,  salt,  tin,  qTiieksilver,  asplialtum,  coal,  iron,  copper, 
lead,  mineral  and  medicinal,  thermal  and  cold  springs  and 
streams." 

"  Tlie  yield  of  tlie  precious  metals  alone  of  this  region  will  not 
fall  below  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  the  present  year,  and 
it  will  augment  with  the  increase  of  population  for  centuries  to 
come."  '    • 

"  Within  ten  years  the  annual  product  of  these  mines  will 
reach  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  the  precious  metals, 
and  in  coal,  iron,  tin,  lead,  quicksilver  and  copper,  half  that 
Bum." 

He  proposes  to  subject  these  minerals  to  a  Government  tax  of 
eight  per  cent.,  and  counts  upon  a  revenue  from  this  source  of 
twenty-five  millions  per  annum,  almost  immediately,  and  upon 
a  proportionate  increase  in  the  future.  He  adds  that,  "  with  an 
amount  of  labor  relatively  equal  to  that  expended  in  California, 
applied  to  the  gold  fields  already  known  to  exist  outside  of  that 
State,  the  production  of  this  year,  including  that  of  California, 
would  exceed  four  hundred  millions."  "  In  a  word,"  says  he, 
"  the  value  of  these  mines  is  absolutely  incalculable.'* 

From  the  documents  and  other  evidences  now  before  the 
International  Statistical  Congress,  it  must  be  appai'cnt  that  the 
metalliferous  regions  of  the  United  States  of  America  are  des- 
tined, sooner  or  later,  to  add  materially  to  the  supply  of  the 
precious  metals,  and  thereby  to  afiect  the  currency  of  the  world, 
especially  if  taken  in  connection  with  the  capacity  of  the 
auriferous  regions  of  Russia,  Australia,  and  British  America, 
and  the  possibility  of  increased  activity  in  the  mines  of  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  would,  therefore,  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
conclude  the  present  Report  with  the  suggestion,  that  a  Com- 
mission be  instituted  by  the  body  now  assembled,  with  autho- 
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rity  to  collect  sucli  facts  as  may  be  gathered  from  authentic 
sources,  in  respect  to  the  probable  future  production  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  to  present  them  for  consideration  to  the  International 
Statistical  Congress  at  the  next  or  some  future  session. 

9 

Berlin,  September  11th,  1863. 

S.  B.   RUGGLES. 


NOTE. 

Shortly  before  tlie  adjournment,  at  Berlin,  of  tlie  International 
Statistical  Congress,  a  question  arose  of  considerable  interest  in 
respect  to  tbeir  next  place  of  meeting,  in  the  year  1865  or  1866. 
Several  of  tbe  Delegates,  and  especially  from  Southern  Europe, 
urged  the  claims  of  Turin,  in  Italy,  while  others  advocated 
Berne,  in  Switzerland.  In  participating  in  this  debate,  the  under- 
Bigned  adverted  to  the  fact,  that  the  preceding  sessions  had  been 
held  at  Brussels,  at  Paris,  at  Vienna,  and  at  London,  and  the 
then  present  session  at  Berlin ;  aU  in  the  capitals  of  the  older 
nations  of  Europe,  of  mature  growth,  within  fixed  and  definite 
limits,  and  presenting  statistical  features  correspondingly  fixed 
and  definite ;  and  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  Statistical  Con- 
gress to  convene  in  one  of  the  new  and  more  progressive  nations. 
In  that  view,  he  supported  the  claim  of  Kussia,  as  being  a  na- 
tion at  once  old  and  new,  furnishing  the  statistics  not  only  of 
an  established  Power,  but  of  a  rapidly  expanding  Continental 
Empire,  rendered  still  more  interesting  by  its  recent  compre- 
hensive and  truly  imperial  measure  of  emancipating,  at  a  single 
stroke,  and  raising  to  the  dignity  of  fi-eemen  and  landholders, 
many  millions  of  its  people. 

According  to  usage  in  preceding  Congresses,  the  selection  of 
the  next  place  of  meeting,  devolves  on  a  local  committee  at 
Berlin,  after  generally  gathering  the  opinions  of  members  ;  but 
fi'om  the  feeling  manifested  in  behalf  of  Russia,  it  is  believed 
that  the  next  Congress  will  convene  at  St.  Petersburg. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Congress  at  Berlin,  the 
tmdersigned  proceeded  to  Russia,  for  the  purpose,  as  stated  in  his 
communication  of  the  14th  of  September,  of  obtaining  trust- 


30 


worthy  statistics  of  its  past  and  present  product  of  gold  and 
Bilver.     Tlirougli  the  courtesy  of  eminent  individuals,  officially 
connected  with  the  Imperial  Government,  he  was  enabled  to 
collect  very  full  and  satisfactory  details  of  the  products  of  those 
metals,  and  especially  in  the  Asiatic  portions  of  the  Empire, 
Through  the  same  facilities,  he  also  obtained  statistical  infor- 
mation of  peculiar  interest  to  the  United  States,  in  respect  to 
the  export  of  cereals  from  the  great,  central,  agricultural  interior 
of  Russia,  so  strikingly  resembling  in  geographical  development 
and  relative  position,  the  central,  food-producing  interior  of  the 
American  Union.     On  his  way  homeward,  through  Germany 
and  Holland,  he  was  also  enabled  to  collect  accurate  information 
in  respect  to  the  commerce  of  those  countries  in  food,  both  vege- 
table and  animal ;  as  a  branch  of  a  general  inquiry  to  ascertain 
statistically   the  comparative    condition  of  the  "  feeding "  and 
of  the  "  fed  "  nations  of  Europe  and  America,     lie  has  also 
taken  measures   for  prosecuting   inquiries  in  London,  not  yet 
fully  completed,  in  respect  to  the  product  of  gold  and  silver 
in  Australia,  New-Zealand  and  British  America.     The  results, 
properly  collated  and  condensed,  will  be  duly  transmitted  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 
Feb.  24,  18G4.  '    S.  B.  Pwuggles. 


1^^^  Loyal  Leagues,  CUibs.  or  individuals  may  oJjtain  any 
of  our  P'uljlications  ai  the  cost  price,  hy  ajij^licaiion  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  or  hy  calling  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Society, 
Ho.  8G3  Broadway,  where  all  information  may  he  ohtaiiied 
relating  to  the  Society. 
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THE  TWELFTH   OF  APRIL,  A.D.    186L 

BY  EDMUND  C.  8TF.DMAN. 

Came  the  morning  of  that  day, 
When  the  God,  to  whom  we  pray, 
Gave  the  soul  of  Henry  Clay 

To  the  land ; 
How  we  loved  him — living,  dying  ! 
But  hia  birthday  bannei-s  flying, 
Saw  us  asking  and  replying, 

Hand  to  hand. 

For  we  knew  that  far  away, 
Kound  the  fort  in  Charleston  bay, 
Hung  the  darlj  impending  fray. 

Soon  to  fall ; 
And  that  Sumter's  brave  defender 
Had  the  summons  to  surrender 
Seventy  loyal  hearts  and  tender — 

Tliat  was  all. 

And  we  knew  the  April  sun 
Lit  the  length  of  many  a  gun — 
Hosts  of  batteries  to  the  one 

Island  crag; 
Guns  and  mortars  grimly  frowning, 
Johnson,  Moultrie,  Pinckney,  crowning. 
And  ten  thousand  men  disowning 

The  old  flag. 

Oh  !  the  fury  of  the  fight 

Even  then  was  at  its  height ! 

Yet  no  breath,  from  noon  till  night, 

Reaclicd  us  here ; 
We  had  almost  ceased  to  wonder, 
And  the  day  had  faded  under, 
When — the  echo  of  the  thunder 

Filled  each  ear ! 

Then  our  hearts  more  fiercely  beat. 
As  we  crowded  on  the  street. 
Hot  to  gather  and  repeat 

All  the  tale ; 
All  the  doubtful  chances  turning. 
Till  our  souls  with  shame  were  burning, 
Aa  if  twice  our  bitter  yearning 

Could  avail ! 


Who  had  fired  the  earliest  gun  ? 

Was  the  fort  by  traitors  won  ? 

Was  there  succor  ?     What  was  done 

Who  could  know '? 
And  once  more  our  thoughts  would  wander 
To  the  gallant,  lone  commander, 
On  his  battered  ramparts,  grander 

Than  the  foe. 

Not  too  long  the  brave  shall  wait : 
On  their  own  heads  be  their  fate. 
Who  against  the  hallowed  State 

Dare  begin  ; 
Flag  defied,  and  compact  riven  ! 
In  the  record  of  high  Heaven, 
How  shall  Southern  men  be  shriven 

For  the  sin  ? 


OUR  COUNTRY'S  CALL. 

BY     WILLIAM     CTJLLEN      BRYANT, 

Lay  down  the  axe,  fling  by  the  spade ; 

Leave  in  its  track  the  toiling  plough  •, 
The  rifle  and  the  bayonet-blade 

For  arms  like  yours  were  fitter  now: 
And  let  the  hands  that  ply  the  pen 

Quit  the  light  task,  and  learn  to  wield 
The  horseman's  crooked  brand,  and  rein 

The  charger  on  the  battlefield. 

Our  country  calls  :  away  !  away ! 

To  where  the  blood-stream  blots  the  green. 
Strike  to  defend  the  gentlest  sway 

That  Time  in  all  his  course  has  seen. 
See,  from  a  thousand  coverts — see 

Spring  the  armed  foes  that  haunt  her  track  i 
They  rush  to  smite  her  down,  and  we 

Must  beat  the  banded  traitors  back. 

IIo  !  sturdy  as  the  oaks  ye  cleave. 

And  moved  as  soon  to  fear  and  flight, 

Men  of  the  glade  and  forest  1  leave 
Your  Woodcraft  for  the  field  of  fight. 

The  arms  that  wield  the  axe  must  pour 
An  iron  tempest  on  the  foe ; 


*  Selected  by  permission  from  the  "  Lyrica  of  Loyalty,"  and  "  Songs  of  the  Soldiers,"  edited  by  Prank  Hoore. 
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His  Berried  ranks  shall  reel  before 
The  arm  that  lays  the  panther  low. 

And  ye  who  breast  the  mountain  storm 

By  grassy  steep  or  highland  lake, 
Come,  for  the  land  ye  love,  to  form 

A  bulwark  that  no  foe  can  break. 
Stand,  like  your  own  gray  cliffs  that  mock 

The  whirlwind ;  stand  in  her  defence  : 
The  blast  as  soon  shall  move  the  rock 

As  rushing  squadrons  bear  ye  thence. 

And  ye,  whose  homes  are  by  her  grand 

Swiftrivers,  rising  faraway, 
Come  from  the  depth  of  her  green  land 

As  ruighty  in  your  march  as  they; 
•As  terrible  as  when  the  rains 

Have  swelled  them  over  hank  and  borne, 
With  sudden  tlooJs  to  drown  the  plains 

And  sweep  along  the  woods  uptorn. 

And  ye  who  throng,  beside  the  deep, 

Her  ports  and  hamlets  of  the  strand, 
In  number  like  the  waves  that  leap 

On  his  long  murmuring  marge  of  sand, 
Come,  like  that  deep,  when,  o'er  his  brim 

He  rises  all  his  floods  to  pour. 
And  flings  the  proudest  barks  that  swim, 

A  helpless  wreck,  against  his  shore. 

Few,  few  were  they  whose  swords,  of  old. 

Won  the  fair  land  in  which  we  u  ""oU  ; 
But  we  are  many,  we  who  hold 

The  grim  resolve  to  guard  it  well. 
Strike  for  that  broad  and  goodly  land. 

Blow  after  blow,  till  men  shiill  see 
That  Might  and  Right  move  hand  in  hand 

And  glorious  must  their  triumph  be. 


Xot   to   Elysian  fields,  by   the   still,  oblivious 
river  ; 
Not  to  the  isles  of  the  blest,  over  the  blue, 
rolling  sea ; 
But  on  Olympian  heights  shall  dwell  the  devot- 
ed for  ever ; 
There  shall  assemble  the  good,  thei-e  the  wise, 
valiant,  and  free. 

Oh  I  then  how  great  for  our  country  to  die — in 
the  front  rank  to  perish, 
Firm,  with  our  breast   to   the  fie,  Victory's 
shout  in  our  ear  ! 
Long  they  our  statues  shall  crown,  in  songs  our 
memory  cherish  ; 
We  shall  look  forth  from  our  heaven,  pleas.d 
the  sweet  music  to  hear. 


/THROUGH  BALTIMORE. 

THE   VOICE   OF  THE  PENS3YLV.iKIA   VOLCSTEEBS. 
BY  BAYARD    TAYLOR. 


'TwAS  Friday  mom,  the  train  arew  near 

The  city  and  the  shore: 
Far  through  the  sunshine,  soft  and  clear 
We  saw  the  dear  old  flag  appear. 
And  in  our  hearts  arose  a  cheer 

For  Baltimoro 


Across  the  broad  Patapsco's  wave, 

ttld  F  ;rt  McHenry  bore 
The  stariy  banner  of  the  brave, 
As  when  our  fathers  went  to  save. 
Or  in  the  trendies  find  a  grave. 

At  Baltimore. 


IT  IS  GREAT  FOR  OUR  COUNTRY  TO  DIE. 

BY  JAMES  G.  PERCIVAL. 

Oh  !   it  is  great  for  our  country  to  die,  where 
ranks  are  contending ; 
Bright    is   the  wreath    of  our   fame ;    glory 
awaits  us  for  aye — 
Glory  that  never  is  dim,  shining  on  with  light 
never  ending — 
Glory  that  never  shall  fade,  never,  oh  I  never, 
away  ! 

Oh  !  i;  is  sweet  for  our  country  to  die  !     IIow 
softly  reposes 
Warrior  youth  on  his  bier,  wet  by  the  tears 
of  his  love. 
Wet  by  a  mother's  warm  tears;  they  crown  him 
with  garlands  of  roses. 
Weep,  and  then  joyor.sly  turn  bright   where 
he  triumphs  above. 

Not  to  the  shades  shall  the  youth  descend  who 
for  country  hath  perished  ; 
Hebe  awaits  him  in   heaven,  welcomes  him 
the:-^  with  her  smile  ; 
Tnere,  at  the  banquet  divine,  the  patriot-spirit 
is  cherished ; 
God  loves  the  young  who  ascend  pure  from 
the  funeral  pile. 


Before  us,  pillared  in  the  sky, 

We  saw  the  statue  soar 
Of  Washington,  serene  and  high — 
Could  traitors  view  that  form,  nor  fly  ? 
Could  patriots  see,  nor  gladly  die 

For  Baltimore  ? 


■  0  city  of  our  country's  song, 
By  that  swift  aid  we  bore 
When  sorely  pressed,  receive  the  throng, 
Who  go  to  shield  our  flag  from  wrong, 
And  give  us  welcome,  warm  and  strong, 

In  Baltimore ! " 


We  had  no  arms ;  as  friends  we  came, 

A  ~  b'"others  evermore. 
To  rally  round  one  sacred  name, 
The  charter  of  our  power  and  fame  : 
We  never  dreamed  of  guilt  and  shame 

In  Baltimore, 


The  coward  mob  upon  us  fell : 

McITf^nrv's  flag  they  tore  : 
SurprlsLd.  borne  backward  by  the  swell, 
Beat  down  w''h  mad,  inbumaa  yell, 
Before  liS  yawned  a  traitorous  hell 

In  Baltimore  t 
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The  streets  our  soldier-fulhers  trod 

Blushed  with  theh-  children's  gore  ; 
We  saw  the  craven  rulers  nod, 
And  dip  in  blood  the  civic  rod  — 
Shall  such  things  be,  0  righteous  God  ! 
In  Baltiuaore 


No,  never!     By  that  outrage  black, 

A  solemn  oath  we  swore, 
To  bring  the  Keystone's  thousands  back, 
Strike  down  the  dastards  who  attack. 
And  leave  a  red  and  fiery  track 

Through  Baltimore ! 


Bow  down,  in  haste,  thy  guilty  head  ! 

God's  wrath  is  swift  and  sore : 
The  sky  with  gathering  bolts  is  red  — 
Cleanse  from  thy  skirts  the  slaughter  shed, 
Or  make  thyself  an  ashen  lied  — 

Q  Baltimore ! 


NOT  YET. 

BY   WILLIAM    CULLEN    BRYANT. 

0  Country,  marvel  of  the  earth ! 

0  realm  to  sudden  greatness  grown  ! 
The  age  that  gloried  in  thy  birth. 

Shall  it  behold  thee  overthrown  ? 
Shall  traitors  lay  that  greatness  low? 
No,  Land  of  Hope  and  Blessing,  No ! 

And  we  who  wear  thy  glorious  name, 
Shall  we,  like  cravens,  stand  apart, 

V/hen  those  whom  thou  hast  trusted  aim 
The  death-blow  at  thy  generous  heart  y 

Forth  goes  the  battle-cry,  and  lo ! 

Hosts  rise  in  harness,  shouting,  No  ! 

And  they  who  founded,  in  our  land. 
The  power  that  rules  from  sea  to  sea. 

Bled  they  in  vain,  or  vainly  planned 
To  leave  their  country  great  and  free? 

Their  Bleeping  ashes,  from  belovr, 

Send  up  the  thrilling  murmur.  No  ! 

Knit  they  the  gentle  ties  which  long 
These  sister  States  were  proud  to  wear, 

And  forged  the  kindly  links  so  strong 
For  idle  hands  in  sport  to  tear  — 

For  scornful  hands  aside  to  throw  ? 

No,  by  our  fathei-s'  memory.  No ! 

Our  humming  marts,  our  iron  ways. 

Our  wind-toBsed  woods  on  mountain  crest. 

The  hoarse  Atlantic,  with  his  bays, 
The  calm,  broad  Oceai^  of  the  West, 

And  Mississippi's  toi'rent  flow, 

And  loud  Niagara,  answer.  No ! 

Not  yet  the  hour  is  nigh,  when  they 
Who  deep  in  Eld's  dim  twilight  sit. 

Earth's  ancient  kings,  shall  rise  and  say, 
"  Proud  country,  welcome  to  the  pit ! 

So  soon  art  thou,  like  us,  brought  low?" 

No,  sullen  grotips  of  shadows,  No  1 


For  now,  behold  the  arm  that  gave 
The  victory  in  our  fathers'  day,    ■ 
Strong,  as  of  old,  to  guard  and  save- 
That  mighty  arm  which  none  can  stay- 
On  clouds  above  and  fields  below. 
Writes,  in  men's  sight,  the  answer,  No ! 


THE  VOLUNTEER'S  WITE  TO  HER 
HUSBAND. 

Don't  stop  a  moment  to  think,  Joljn, 

Your  country  calls  —  then  go  ; 
Don't  think  of  me  or  tiie  children,  John, 

ril  care  for  them,  you  know. 
Leave  the  corn  upon  the  stalks,  John, 

Potatoes  on  tire  hill, 
And  the  yjumpkins  on  the  vines,  John — 

ril  gather  them  with  a  will. 
But  take  your  gun  and  go,  John, 

Take  your  gun  and  go. 
For  Ruth  can  drive  the  oxen,  John, 

And  I  can  use  the  hoe. 

I've  heard  ray  grandsire  tell,  John, 

(He  fought  at  Bunker  Hill,) 
■  How  he  counted  all  his  life  and  wealth 

His  country's  offering  still. 
Shall  we  shame  the  brave  oldhlood,  John, 

That  flowed  on  Monmouth  Plain  ? 
No  !  take  your  gun  and  go,  John, 

If  you  ne'er  return  again. 
Then  take  your  gun  and  go,  etc. 

Our  army's  short  of  blankets,  John, 

Then  take  this  heavy  pair ; 
I  spun  and  wove  them  when  a  girl. 

And  worked  them  with  great  care. 
There's  a  rose  in  every  corner,  John, 

And  there's  my  name,  you  see ; 
On  the  cold  ground  they'll  warmer  feel 

That  they  were  made  by  me. 
Then  take  your  gun  and  go,  etc. 

And  if  it  be  God's  will,  John, 

You  ne'er  oome  back  again, 
I'll  do  my  best  for  the  children,  John, 

In  sorrow,  want,  and  pain. 
In  winter  nights  I'll  teach  them  all 

That  I  have  learned  at  school, 
To  love  the  country,  keep  the  laws, 

Obey  the  Saviour's  rule. 
Then  take  your  gun  and  go,  etc. 

And  in  the  village  church,  John, 

And  at  our  humble  board. 
We'll  pray  that  God  will  keep  you,  John, 

And  heavenly  aid  afford  ; 
And  all  who  love  their  country's  cause 

Will  love  and  bless  you  too, 
And  nights  and  mornings  they  will  pray 

For  Freedom  and  for  you. 
Then  take  your  gun  and  go,  etc. 

And  now  good-by  to  you,  John  — 

1  cannot  say  farewell ; 
We'll  hope  and  pray  for  the  best,  John ; 

God's  goodness  none  can  telL 
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Be  His  great  arm  around  you,  John, 
To  guard  yon  night  and  day ; 

Be  our  beloved  country's  shield, 
Till  the  war  has  parsed  away. 

Then  take  your  guu  and  go,  etc. 


•  ONLY  NL\E  MILES  TO  THE  JUNCTION"." 

ITRITTEN    BT   H.    MILLARD, 
CXIMPANY   i,   SEVENTY-FIRST   REGIMENT,   X.    T.    S.    M. 

Tune  —  27i.6  other  Side  of  Jordan.  * 

f  ;iE  troops  of  Khode  Island  were  posted  along 

On  the  road  from  Annapolis  Station, 
As  the  Seveuty-first  Kegiment,    one    thousand 
strong, 
Went  on  in  defence  of  the  nation. 
We'd  been  marching  all  day  in  the  sun's  scorch- 
ing ray, 
"With  two  biscuits  each  as  a  ration, 
'When  we  asked  Gov.  Sprague  to  show  us  the 
way, 
And  "  How  many  miles  to  the  Junction  ?" 
Chorus — How  many  miles,  how  many  miles. 
How  many  miles  to  the  Junction  ? 
'   When  we  asked  Gov.  Sprague  to  show 
us  the  way, 
And  "  How  many  miles  to  the  Junc- 
tion ?" 

The  Rhode  Island  boys  cheered  us  on  out  of 
sight, 
After  giving  the  following  injunction  : 
"  Just  keep  up  your  courage — you'll  get  there 
to-night. 
For  'tis  only  nine  miles  to  the  Junction." 

They  gave  us  hot  coffee,  a  grasp  of  the  hand. 

Which  cheered  and  refreshed  our  exhaustion. 
We  reached    in   six   hours   the    long-promised 
land. 
For  'twas  "  only  nine  miles  to  the  Junction." 
Only  nine  miles,  etc. 

And  now  as  we  meet  them  on  Washington's 
streets, 
They  always  do  hail  us  with  unction. 
And  still  the  old  cry  some  one  surely  repeats, 
"  'Twas  only  nine  miles  to  the  Junction  !" 
Three  cheers  for  the  warm-hearted  Rhode  Island 
boys, 
May  each  one  be  true  to  his  function. 
And  whene'er  we  meet,  let  us  each  other  greet. 
With  "  only  nine  miles  from  the  Junction." 
Only  nine  miles,  etc. 

Nine  cheers  for  the  flag  under  which  we   will 
fight. 
If  the  traitors  should  dare  to  assail  it ; 
One  cheer  for  each  mile  we  made  on  that  night. 
When  'twas  "  only  nine  miles  to  the  Junc- 
tion." 
With  hearts  thus  united  —  our  breasts  to  the 
foe  — 
Once  again  with  delight  we  will  hail  it ; 
If  duty  should  call  us,  still  onward  we'll  go, 
If  even  "  nine  miles  to  the  Junction." 
Only  nine  miles,  etc. 


NORTHMEN,  COME  OUT! 

DEDICATKII    TO  THE    MASSACHCSETTS   RKGIME.«JT8. 

BT    Cn.iULES     GonrRKY    LELAND. 

(Air — Bursch^n   heraus  1) 

NoRTH.v(EN,  come  out ! 
Forth  unto  battle  with  storm  and  shout! 
Freedom  calls  you  once  again, 
To  flag  and  i'ort  and  tented  plain  ; 
Then  come  with  dium  and  trump  and  amg. 
And  raise  the  war-cry  wild  and  strong: 

Northmen,  come  out ! 

Northmen,  come  out ! 
The  foe  is  waiting  round  about. 
With  paixhau,  mortar,  and  petai-d. 
To  tender  us  their  Beau-regard  ; 
With  shot  and  shrapnel,  grape  and  shell, 
We'll  give  them  back  the  fire  of  hell : 

Northmen,  come  out ! 

Northmen,  come  out  ! 
Give  the  pirates  a  roaring  rout ; 
Out  in  your  strength  and  let  them  know 
How  Working  Men  to  Work  can  go. 
Out  in  your  might  and  let  them  feel 
How  Mudsills  strike  when  edged  with  steel; 

Northmen,  come  out ! 

Northmen,  come  out ! 
Come  like  your  grandsires  stern  and  stout ; 
Though  Cotton  be  of  kingly  stock, 
Yet  royal  heads  may  reach  the  block; 
The  Puritan  taught  it  once  in  pain. 
His  sons  shall  teach  it  once  again  : 

Northmen,  come  out ! 

Northmen,  come  out  I 
Forth  into  battle  with  storm  and  shout ! 
He  who  lives  with  victory's  blest, 
He  who  dies  gains  peaceful  rest. 
Living  or  dying,  let  us  be 
Still  vowed  to  God  and  Liberty  ! 

Northmen,  come  out ! 


PRO     PATRIA. 

INSCRrBED   TO  THE  SECOKD   NEW-HAMPSIIIRB   REGIHEK7. 

BY   THOMAS    BAILEY   ALDRICH. 

I. 

The  grand  old  earth  shakes  at  the  tread  of  the 

Norsemen, 

Who  meet,  as  of  old,  in  defence  of  the  tree  ; 

All  hail  to  the  stars  that  are  set  in  their  banner  ! 

All  hail  to  the  red,  and  the  white,  and  the 

blue! 

As  each  column  wheels  by. 
Hear  their  hearts'  battle-cry  — 
It  was  Warren's  —  ^Tis  s^weet  for  our  cowUrt/ 
to  die  ! 

II. 
Lancaster  and  Coos,  Laconia  and  Concord, 
Old  Portsmouth  and  Keene,  send  their  stal- 
wart voung  men  ; 
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They  come  from  the  plough,  and  the  loom,  and 
the  anvil, 
From  the  marge  of  the  sea,  from  the  hill-top 
and  glen. 

As  each  column  wheels  by, 
Hear  their  hearts'  battle-cry  — 
It  was  Warren's  —  ^Tis  sweet  for  our  country 
to  die ! 


The   prayers    of  fair   women,    like    legions   of 
angels. 
Watch    over    oar    soldiers   by    day    and    by 
night ; 
And  the  King  of  all  glory,  the  Chief  of  all  ar- 
mies. 
Shall  love  them  and  lead  them  who  dare  to 
be  right ! 

As  each  column  wheels  by, 
Hear  their  hearts'  battle-cry  — 
It  was  Warren's — '"Tls  sum-t  for  our  country 
to  die  1 


MARCH  ! 


BY    BAYARD    TAYLOR. 


With  rushing  winds  and  gloomy  skies 
The  dark  and  stubborn  Winter  dies; 
Far-otf,  unseen,  Spring  faintly  cries, 
Bidding  her  earliest  child  arise  : 

March  ! 

By  streams  still  held  in  icy  snare. 
On  Southern  hill-sides,  melting  bare, 
O'er  fields  that  motley  colors  wear. 
That  summons  fills  tlie  changeful  air  : 
March  ! 

What  though  conflicting  seasons  make 
Thy  days  tlieir  field,  they  woo  or  shake 
The  sleeping  lids  of  Life  awake. 
And  Hope  is  stronger  for  thy  sake  ; 

March ! 

Then  from   thy  mountains,  ribbed  with  snow, 
Once  more  thy  rousing  bugle  blow. 
And  East  and  West,  and  to  and  i'ro. 
Proclaim  thy  coining  to  the  foe  : 

March  ! 

Say  to  the  picket,  chilled  and  numb, 
Say  to  the  camp's  impatient  hum. 
Say  to  the  trumpet  and  tlie  drum : 
Lift  up  your  hearts,  I  come,  I  ^oine  ! 
March  ! 

Cry  to  the  waiting  hosts  that  stray 
On  sandy  sea-sides  far  away. 
By  marshy  isle  and  gleaming  bay, 
Where  Southern  March  is  Northern  May, 
March  ! 

Announce  thyself  with  welcome  noise, 
'Wliere  Glory's  victor-eagles  poise 
Above  the  proud,  heroic  boys 
Of  Iowa  and  Illinois: 

March  1 


Then  down  the  long  Potomac's  line 
Shout  like  a  storm  on  hills  of  pine. 
Till  ramrods  ring  and  bayonets  shine  — 
"  Advance  !  the  Chieftain's  call  is  mine : 
"  March  '" 


KISS  ME,  MOTHER,  AND  LET  ME  GO. 

BY    MISS    NANCY    A.    W.    PRIKST. 

Have  you  heard  the  news  that  I  heard  to-day? 

The  news  that  trembles  on  every  lip  ? 
Uhe  sky  is  darker  again,  they  say. 

And  breakers  threaten  the  good  old  ship. 
Our  country  calls  on  her  sons  again. 

To  strike,  in  her  name,  at  a  dastard  foe  ; 
She  asks  for  six  hundred  thousand  men ; 

I  would  be  one,  mother.     Let  me  go. 

The  love  of  country  was  born  with  me  ; 

1  remember  how  my  young  heart  would  tliriU 
Wlien  I  used  to  sit  on  my  graudame's  knee 

And  list  to  the  story  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Life  gushed  out  there  in  a  rich  red  flood  ; 

My  grandsirc  fell  in  that  light,  you  know; 
Would  you  have  me  sliame  the  brave  old  blood  ? 

Nay,  kiss  me,  mother,  and  let  me  go. 

Our  flag,  the  flag  of  our  hope  and  pride, 

'VVith   its  stars  and  stripes,  and   its  field  of 
blue. 
Is  mocked,  insulted,  torn  down,  defied. 

And  trampled  upon  by  the  rebel  crew. 
And  England  and  France  look  on  and  sneer, 
"  Ha  1   queen  of  the  earth,  thou  art  fallen  low  ;' 
Earth's  down-trod  millions  weep  and  fear  ; 
So  kiss  me,  mother,  and  let  me  go. 

I  Under  the  burning  Southern  skies, 

Our  brolhers  languish  in  heart-sick  pain, 
They  turn  to  us  witli  their  pleading  eyes; 

0  mother  !  say,  shall  they  turn  in  vain  ? 
Their  ranks  are  thinning  from  sun  to  sun, 

Yet  bravely  they  hold  at  bay  the  foe  ; 
Shall  we  let  them  die  there,  one  by  one  ? 

So  kiss  me,  mother,  and  let  me  go. 

Can  you  selfishly  cling  to  your  houseliold  joys, 

Refusing  this  smallest  tithe  to  yield, 
While  thousands  of  mothers  are  sending  boys 

Beloved  as  yours  to  the  battle-field  V 
Can  you  see  my  country  call  in  vain. 

And  restrain  my  arm  from  the  needful  blow  ? 
Not  so,  though  your  heart  should  break   with 
pain, 

You  will  kiss  me,  mother,  and  let  me  go. 


A  MOTHER'S  ANSWER. 

"l    HAVE    KISSED   HIM,    AND    LET    HIM     GO." 

He's  my  own  boy,  and  this  is  my  plea: 

Pei'haps  it  is  foolish  and  weak  ; 
But  mothers  I'm  sure  will  have  pity  on  me, 

And  some  word  will  tenderly  speak. 
The    light   of  my   home  —  my   tears   fall   like 
rain  — 

Is  it  vronder  I  shrink  from  the  blow  — 
That  my  heart  is  crushed  by  its  weight  of  pain  ? 

But  I've  kissed  him,  and  let  him  go. 
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There  are  some,  I  know,  who  feel  a  strange  pride 

In  giving  their  country  their  all  — 
Who  count  it  a  glory  that  boys  from  their  side, 

In  the  strife  are  ready  to  fall. 
But  I,  sitting  here,  have  no  pride  in  my  heart ; 

(God  forgive  me  that  this  should  be  so  !) 
For  the  boy  that  I  love  the  tears  still  start, 

Yet  I've  kissed  him,  and  let  him  go. 

Last  night,  with  soft  steps,  I  stole  to  his  bed 

As  oft  in  childhood  I'd  done ; 
On  his  pillow  I  bowed  my  poor,  stricken  head 

Till  out  of  the  east  rose  the  sun. 
Hia   dreams  were  of  me ;  for  he  turned  in  his 
sleep, 

And  murmured,  "  Dear  mother  !"  so  low, 
I  bit  my  pale  lips  lest  they'd  cowardly  speak  ; 
"  0  my  darling !  /  caiVi  let  you  go  f 

This  morning  I  blessed  him ;  I  stifled  my  pain  ; 

I  bade  him  be  true  to  his  trust ; 
To  stand  by  the  flag  till  his  country  again 

Should  raise  it^s  proud  head  from  the  dust. 
I  knew  by  the  light  in  his  beautiful  eyes,  — 

By  his  face  with  true  courage  aglow  — 
He'd  fight  to  the  last.     I  choked  back  my  sighs, 

While  I  kissed  him,  and  let  him  go. 

But  oh !  sitting  here,  this  desolate  day, 

Still  there  comes  no  feeling  of  pride  ; 
But  one  knows  my  need,  and   to  Him  will  I 
pray  — 

I  can  trust  Him  whatever  betide. 
And  if  he  shall  fall  —  (0  faint  heart !  be  still !) 

I  know  he  will  soften  the  blow, 
And  I  yet  may  feel  a  patriot's  thrill 

That  I  kissed  him,  and  let  him  go. 


SECESSION. 

KESPECTFl'LI.Y   DEDICATED    TO   GEX.   BEAnREGARD. 

The  sun's  hot  rays  were  falling  fast. 
As  through  a  Southern  city  passed 
A  man  who  bore  'midst  rowdies  low, 
A  banner  with  the  strange  motto — 
Secession ! 

His  brow  was  sad  ;  his  mouth  beneath 
Smelt  strong  of  fire  at  every  breath  : 
And  like  a  furious  madman  sung 
The  acx;ents  of  that  unknown  tongue — 
Secession ! 

In  happy  homes  he  saw  the  light 
Of  household  fires  gleam  warm  and  bright ; 
Above,  the  spectral  gallows  shone. 
And  from  his  lips  esc;>ped  a  groan — 
Secession ! 

"Try  not  that  game  !"'  Abe  Lincoln  said, 
"  Dark  lower  the  thunders  overhead  ; 
The  mighty  North  has  been  defied." 
But  still  that  drunken  voice  replied — 
Secession ! 

"Oh!  pause!"   the  Quaker  said,  "and  think 
Before  thee  leaps  froTn  off  the  brink  !" 
Contempt  was  in  his  drunken  leer  ; 
And  still  he  answered  with  a  sneer — 
Secession ! 


'Beware  the  pine-tree's  bristling  branch ! 
Beware  the  Northern  avalanche  !" 
And  that  was  Scott's  restraining  voice  ; 
But  still  this  was  the  traitor's  choice — 
Secession ! 

At  close  of  war,  as  toward  their  homes 
Our  troops  as  victors  hurried  on. 
And  turned  to  God  a  thankful  prayer, 
A  voice  whined  through  the  startled  air- 
Secession  ! 

A  traitor  by  a  soldier  keen, 
Suspended  by  the  neck  was  seen, 
Still  grasping  in  his  hand  of  ice 
That  banner  with  this  strange  device — 
Secession  1 

There  to  the  mournful  gibbet  strung. 
Lifeless  and  horrible  he  hung  ; 
And  from  the  sky  there  seemed  to  float 
A  voice  like  angel's  warning  note — 
Secession ! 


THE  ZOUAVES'  BATTLE-SONG. 

BY    J.    HOWARD     WAINWRIGHT. 

Onward,  Zouaves,  Ellsworth's  spirit  still  leada 

us; 
Onward,  Zouaves,  for  our  country  still  needs  us  ; 
Onward,  Zouaves,  for  our  banner  floats  o'ev  us; 
Onward,  Zouaves,  for  the  foe  i.s  before  us. 
Chorus — Onward,  Zouaves, 

Do  nothing  by  halves, 
Home  to  the  hilt  with  the  bay'net. 
Zouaves. 

I  Onward,  Zouaves,  for  the  foe  hath  defied  us ; 
Onward,  Zouaves,  we  have  brave  men  to  guide 

us  ; 
I  Let  the  sunlight  and  moonlight,  from  bayonets 

glancing, 
!  Tell  the  foe  the  vanguard  of  the  North  is  ad- 
I  vancing. 

Onward,  etc. 

Onward,  Zouaves,  till  we  break  down  oppression ; 
Onward,  Zouaves,  till  we  crush  out  secession ; 
We've  shown  them  our  friendship  is  honest  and 

true. 
We'll  show  them  our  wrath  can  be  terrible  too. 
Onward,  etc. 

Onward,  Zouaves,  for  our  bugles  are  clanging ; 
Onward,  Zouaves,  the  assassins  need  hanging ; 
No  longer  we'll  bear  with  their  rapine  and  wrong, 
Their  guilt  makes  them  weak  while  our  cause, 
makes  us  strong. 

Onward,  etc. 

Onward,  Zouaves — when  the  struggle  is  ended, 

Homeward  we'll  carry  the  flag  we've  defended  ; 

Home,  where  our  dear  ones  will  greet  with  ca- 
ressings ; 

Home  where  our  country  will  greet  us  with  bless- 
ings. 

Onward,  etc. 
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Onward,  Zouaves,  till  the  traitors  are  punished  ; 
Onward,  Zouaves,  till  the  treason  hath  vanished; 
On-.vard,  Zouaves,  till  once  more  in  communion. 
O'er  the  North  and  the  South  floats  the  flag  of 
our  Union. 

Onward,  etc. 


SKEDADDLE. 

BY  T.  B.  ALDRICIl. 

Thk  shades  of  night  were  falling  fast, 
As  through  a  Southern  village  passed, 
A  chap  who  bore,  not  over-nice, 
A  banner  with  the  odd  device, 
Skedaddle  ! 

His  hair  was  red  ;  his  toes  beneath 
Peeped,  like  an  acorn  from  its  sheath, 
While  with  a  frightened  voice  he  sung 
A  burden  strange  to  Yankee  tongue 
Skedaddle  ! 

He  saw  no  household  fire,  where  he 
Might  warm  his  tod  or  hominy : 
Beyond  the  Cordilleras  shone, 
And  from  his  lips  escaped  a  groan, 
Skedaddle ! 

"  Oh !  stay,"  a  cullured  pusson  said, 

*'  An'  on  dis  bosom  res'  your  hed  !" 

The  Octoroon  she  winked  her  eye. 

But  still  he  answered,  with  a  sigh, 

Skedaddle  ! 

*'  Beware  McClellan,  Buell,  and  Banks, 
Beware  of  Halleck's  deadly  ranks  !" 
This  was  the  planter's  last  good-night ; 
The  chap  replied,  far  out  of  sight. 
Skedaddle  ! 

At  break  of  day,  as  sevei-al  boys. 
From  Maine,  New- York,  and  Illinois, 
Were  moving  southward,  in  the  air 
They  heard  these  accents  of  despair. 
Skedaddle  ! 

A  chap  was  found,  and  at  his  side 
A  bottle,  showing  how  he  died. 
Still  grasping  in  his  hand  of  ice, 
That  banner  with  the  odd  device. 
Skedaddle  ! 

Tliere  in  the  twilight,  thick  and  gray. 
Considerably  played  out  he  lay  ; 
And  through  the  vapor,  gray  and  thick, 
A  voice  fell,  like  a  rocket-stick, 

Skedaddle !  * 


UP  AND  AT  THEM. 

BY     ALFRED     B.     STREET. 

Up  and  at  them 
Once  again  ! 
Freemen,  up  !  the  way  is  plain, 
At  the  traitors  once  again  ! 
Let  not  brief  revei-sus  daunt  us  ; 
Let  no  craven  fc«u3  assail ; 


Treason's  banner  now  may  taunt  us 
In  the  fierce  but  fleeting  gale ; 

But  the  time  again  will  come. 
When  again  that  flag  shall  cower 

And  the  boasting  voice  be  dumb. 

Shouting  now  its  little  hour  ! 

Up  and  at  them. 

Freemen,  then,  the  way  is  plain  1 

At  the  traitors  once  again  ! 

Up  and  at  them 
Once  again ! 
Madmen  !  fiercely  though  ye  drain 
War's  red  chalice,  it  is  vain  ! 
Never  shall  ye  rend  asunder 

Freedom's  flag  of  stripes  and  stars ; 
Freedom  guards  it  with  her  thunder; 

Down  will  smite  your  thing  of  bars, 
Down  your  wretched  counterfeit ; 

In  her  roused  and  sacred  rage, 
She  will  tear  and  trample  it ! 

Holy  is  the  war  ye  wage  ! 
Up  and  at  them ! 
Freemen,  then,  the  way  is  plain ; 
At  the  traitors  once  again  ! 

Up  and  at  them 
Once  again  ! 
Though  we  bleed  in  every  vein, 
At  the  traitors  once  again  ! 
By  the  nation's  ancient  story. 

By  the  deeds  of  other  days, 
By  our  hopes  of  future  glory 

By  the  deep  disdain  or  praise. 
That  our  action  now  awaits. 

As  we  yield  or  dare  the  strife  ; 
Let  us,  through  all  adverse  fates, 

Swear  to  guard  the  nation's  life! 
Up  and  at  them  ! 
Freemen,  then,  the  way  is  plain ; 
At  the  traitors  once  again  ! 


THE    UNION! 

A   NATIONAL   SONG. 

BY    FRANCIS    DE    HAES    JANVIER. 

"  Liberty  and  Union,  now  and  for  ever,  one  and  insepar- 
able !"  Wkbstbb. 

I. 
The  Union!      The  Union!     The  hope  of  the 

fi'ee  ! 
Howsoe'er  we  may  differ,  in  this  we  agree : 
Our  glorious  banner  no  traitor  shall  mar. 
By  effacing  a  stripe,  or  destroying  a  star  ! 
Division  !     No,  never  !     The  Union  forever  ! 
And  cursed  be  the  hand  that  our  country  would 

sever  ! 

II. 

The   Union !     The   Union !     'Twas    purchased 

with  blood  ! 
Side  by  side,  to  secure  it,  our  forefathers  stood  : 
From    the    North    to"  the   South,    through   the 

length  of  the  land, 
Ran  the  war-cry  which  summoned  that  patriot 

band! 
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Division !     No,  never !     The  Union  for  ever  ! 
And  cursed  be  the  hand  that  our  country  would 
sever ! 

III. 
The  Union  !     The  Union  !     At  Lexington  first, 
Through  the  clouds  of  oppression,  its  radiance 

hurst : 
But  at  Yorktown  rolled  back  the  last  vapory 

crest, 
And,  a  bright    constellation,   it  blazed    in   the 

West ! 
Division  !     No,  never  !     The  Union  for  ever  ! 
And  cursed  be  the  hand  that  our  country  would 

sever ! 

IV.. 

The  Union  !     The  Union !     Its  heavenly  light 
Cheers  the  hearts  of  the  nations  who  grope  in 

the  night  — 
And,  athwart  the  wide  ocean,  falls,  gilding  the 

tides, 
A  path  to  the  country  where  Freedom  abides ! 
Division  !     No,  never  !     The  Union  for  ever  ! 
And  cursed  be  the  hand  that  our  country  would 

sever ! 

V. 

The  Union !      The  Union  !     In  God  we  repose  ! 
We  confide  in  the  power  that  vanquished  our 

foes ! 
The  God  of  our  fathers — oh !  still  may  He  be 
The  strength  of  the  Union,  the  hope  of   the 

free  ! 
Division!     No,  never!     The  Union  for  ever  ! 
And  cursed  be  the  hand  that  our  country  would 

sever ! 


BATTLE-SO>fG    OF    THE    FIFTY-FIRST. 

The  following  is  tlie  Battle-Song  of  the  Fifty-first  Regi- 
ment of  New-York,  sung  by  them  as  they  approached  the 
ixiust  of  North-Carolina. 

Say,  Rebels,  will  you  meet  us. 
Say,  Rebels,  will  you  greet  us. 
Say,  Rebels,  will  you  beat  us, 

On  North-Carolina  shore  ? 

In  the  name  of  God  we'll  meet  you, 

Witli  the  sword  of  God  we'll  greet  you, 

By  the  grace  of  God  we'll  beat  you. 

And  treason  punish  ever, 

On  North-Carolina  shore ; 

Singing  glory,  hallelujah. 
Singing  glory,  hallelujah. 
Singing  glory,  hallelujah, 

To  God  for  evermore  ! 

With  the  sword  of  "Jeff"  you  meet  us, 
In  the  name  of  "Jeff"  you  greet  uS, 
In  Treason's  cause  to  beat  us. 

On  North-Carolina  shore : 
But  our  flag  shall  float  for  ever. 
And  our  Union  none  shall  sever, 
And  treason  punish  ever, 

Ou  North-Carolina  shore. 

Oh  !  then,  glory,  hallelujah, 

Oh  !  then,  glory,  hallelujah. 

Oh  !  then,  glory,  hallelujah, 

To  God  for  evermore  ! 


THE   STARS  AND   STRIPES. 

BY   JAMES   T.    FIELDS. 

Rally  round  the  flag,  boys — 
Give  it  to  the  breeze  ! 

That's  the  banner  we  love 
On  the  land  and  seas. 

Brave  hearts  are  under  it ; 

Let  the  traitors  brag  ; 
Gallant  lads,  fire  away  ! 

And  fight  for  the  flag. 

Their  flag  is  but  a  rag — 

Ours  is  the  true  one  ; 
Up  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes — 

Down  with  the  new  one  ! 

Let  our  colors  fly,  boys — 
Guard  them  day  and  night ; 

For  victory  is  liberty. 

And  God  will  bless  the  right. 


ON  !     BROTHERS,  ON  ! 

BY    SAEAII     WARNER    BROOKS. 

AXB.—Hail  to  the  Chief. 

On  !  brothers,  on  !  for  the  flag  that  is  peerless  • 
Striped  from  the  rainbow,  and  starred  from 
the  sky. 
On,  with  a  sturdy  step  !  dauntless  and  fearless ! 
On,  to  unfurl  it  in  triumph,  or  die  ! 
Honored  in  all  the  lands, 
Now  shall  iinholy  hands 
Trail  it,  defiled  and  despised,  in  the  dust? 
Down  with  the  "  traitor's  raf  !  " 
Up  with  the  starry  flag ! 
Death  for  our  banner !  and  God  for  the  just ! 

Fiercely  at  Sumter  have  thundered  their  cannon  1 

Bravely  the  guns  of  our  hero  replied ! — 
On  !  for  the  ashes  that  slumber  at  Vernon  ! 
On  !  for  the  city  whose  name  is  our  pride ! 

Now  let  our  country's  guns 

Sweep  down  the  bastard  sons  ! 
Woe  for  her  chivalry's  flower  in  the  dust ! 

Down  with  the  "  traitor's  rag !  " 

Up  with  the  starry  flag  ! 
Death  for  our  banner  !  and  God  for  the  just ! 

On,  with  a  prayer  !  there  is  peril  before  us  ! 

On,  in  the  fiice  of  death,  fearless  and  proud  ! 
Life !  with  the  flag  that  our  fathers  waved  over 
us  ! 
Death !   with  its  crimson-stained  folds  for  a 
shroud  ! 

Now  for  our  "fatherland," 
Strike  with  true  heart  and  hand ! 
Loyal   our    venture  —  and    heavenward    our 
trust ! 
Down  with  the  "  traitor's  rag  !" 
Up  with  the  starry  flag  ! 
Death  for  our  banner !  and  God  for  the  just 


"  I  FIGHTS  MIT   SIGEL !" 

BY  GRANT    P.  ROBINSON. 

I  MKT  him  again,  he  was  trudging  along. 
His  knapsack  with  chickens  was  swelling; 
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He'd  "Blenkered"  these  dainties,  and  thought 
it  no  wrong, 
From  some  secessionist's  dwelling. 
"What  regiment's  yours?  and  under  whose  flag 
Do  you  figlit?"  said  I,  touching  his  shoulder; 
Turning  slowly  around,  he  smilingly  said, 
For  the  thought  made  him  stronger  and  bolder, 
"  /  fi(jhtii  mit  Sigel !" 

The  next  time  I  saw  him  his  knapsack  was  gone, 

His  cap  and  canteen  were  missing, 
Shell,  s!u-apuel,  and  grape,  and  the  swift  rifle- 
ball 
Around  him,  and  o'er  liim,  were  hissing. 
"  How  are  you,  my  friend,  and  where  have  you 
been, 
And  for  what,  and  for  whom  are  you  fighting  ?" 
He  said,  as  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  gun 
Sent  his  arm  and  his  musket  a  "  kiting :" 
"  I  fic)hts  mit  Sigel  P'' 

And  once  more  I  saw  him  and  knelt  by  his  side  ; 

His  life-blood  was  rapidly  flowing  ; 
I  whispered  of  home,  wife,  children,  and  friends, 

The  bright  land  to  which  he  was  going ; 
"And  have  you  no  word  for  the  dear  ones  at 
home. 
The  '  wee  one,'  the  father  or  mother  ?" 
"  Yaw  !  yaw  !"  said  he,  "  tell  them !  oh,  tell  them 
I  fights  !"— 
Poor  fellow  !  he  thought  of  no  other — 
"  I  fights  7nit  Sigel .'" 

We  scraped  out  a  grave,  and  he  dreamlessly 
Heaps 
On  the  banks  of  the  Shenandoah  River  ; 
His  home  or  his  kindred  alike  are  unknown. 

His  reward  in  the  hands  of  the  Giver. 
We   placed   a  rough  board   at  the  head  of  his 
grave, 
"And  we  lefthira  alone  in  his  glory." 
But  on  it  we  marked,  ere  we  turned  from  the 
spot. 
The  little  we  knew  of  his  story  : 

"  /  fights  mit  Sigel  /" 


ON  GUARD. 

BT    JOHN    G.    NICOLAT. 

In  the  black  terror-night. 

On  yon  mist-shrouded  hill. 
Slowly,  with  footsteps  light, 

Stealthy  and  grim  and  still, 
Like  ghost  in  winding  sheet 

Risen  at  midnight  bell, 
Over  his  lonely  beat 

Marches  the  sentinel ! 

la  storm-defylhg  cloak — 

Hand  on  his  trusty  gun- 
Heart,  like  a  heart  of  oak — 

Eve,  never-setting  sun ; 
Speaks  but  the  challenge-shout, 

All  foes  without  the  line, 
Heeds  but  to  solve  the  doubt, 

Watcliword  and  countersign. 


Campward  the  watchfiree  gleam 

Beacon-like  in  the  gloom  ; 
Round  them  his  comrades  dream 

Pictures  of  youth  and  home. 
While  in  his  heart  the  bright 

Hope-fires  shine  everywhere, 
In  love's  enchanting  light  / 

Memory  lies  dreaming  there. 

i-aint,  through  the  silence  come 

From  the  foe's  grim  array. 
Growl  of  impatient  drum 

Eager  for  morrow's  fray  • 
Echo  of  song  and  shout, 

Curse  and  carousal  glee, 
As  in  a  fiendish  rout 

Demons  at  revelry. 

Close,  in  the  gloomy  shade 

Danger  lurks  ever  nigh — 
Grasping  his  dagger-blade 

Crouches  the  assassin  spy  , 
Slirinks  at  the  guardsman's  tread, 

Quails  'fore  his  gleaming  eyes, 
Creeps  back  with  baffled  hate. 

Cursing  his  cowardice. 

Naught  can  beguile  his  bold. 

Unsleeping  vigilance ; 
E'en  in  the  fire-flame,  old 

Visions  unheeded  dance. 
Fearless  of  lurking  spy. 

Scornful  of  wassail-swell, 
With  an  undaunted  eye 

Marches  the  sentinel. 

Low,  to  his  trusty  gun 

Eagerly  whispers  he, 
"  Wait,  with  the  morning  sun 

March  we  to  victory.    ^ 
Fools,  into  Satan's  clutch 

Leaping  ere  dawn  of  day  : 
He  who  would  fight  must  "watch. 

He  who  would  win  must  pray." 

Pray  !  for  the  night  hath  wings. 

Watch  !  for  the  foe  is  near  ; 
March !  till  the  morning  brings 

Fame-wreath  or  soldier's  bier. 
So  shall  the  poet  write. 

When  all  hath  ended  well, 
"  Thus  through  the  nation's  night 

Marched  Freedom's  sentinel." 


OUR  COUNTRY  AND  HER  FLAG. 

BY    FRANCIS    LIEBKR. 

TcNB — Gaudeamus  igitpr ;  or, Einfreiet  Leben 
/afire ft  wir. 


We  do  not  hate  our  enemy — 
May  God  deal  gently  with  us  all ; 

We  love  our  land,  we  fight  her  foe. 
We  hate  his  cause,  and  that  must  fall. 


Our  country  is  a  goodly  land. 

We'll  keep  her  alway  whole  and  hale ; 
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We'll  love  her,  live  for  ber,  or  die  ; 
To  fall  for  her  is  not  to  fail. 


Our  Flag!     The  Red  shall  mean  the  blood 
We  gladly  pledge ;  and  let  the  White 

Mean  purity  and  solemn  truth, 
UnsuUied  justice,  sacred  right. 


Its  Blue,  the  sea  we  love  to  plough, 
That  laves  the  heaven-united  land 

Between  the  Old  and  Older  World, 

From  strand,  o'er  mount  and  stream,  to 
strand. 


The  Blue  reflects  the  crowding  stars. 
Bright  union-emblem  of  the  free; 

Come,  all  of  ye,  and  let  it  wave — 
That  floating  piece  of  poetry. 


Our  fathers  came  and  planted  fields, 
And  manly  law,  and  schools  and  truth  : 

They  planted  self-rule,  which  we'll  guard 
By  word  and  sword,  in  age,  in  youth. 


Broad  freedom  came  a-ong  with  them 
On  history's  ever-widening  wings  ; 

Our  blessing  this,  our  task  and  toil ; 
For  "  arduous  are  all  noble  things." 


Let  Emp'ror  never  rule  this  land. 
Nor  fitful  crowd,  nor  senseless  pride  ; 

Our  master  is  our  self-made  law. 
To  him  we  bow,  and  none  besi^jle 


Then  sing  and  shout  for  our  free  land, 
For  glorious  Freeland's  victory  ; 

Pray  that  in  turmoil  and  in  peace 
Freeland  our  land  may  ever  be. 


That  faithful  we  be  found  and  strong 
When  History  builds  as  corals  build  ; 

Or  when  she  rears  her  granite  walls — 
Iler  moles  with  crimson  mortai-  filled 


THE   MASSACHUSETTS  LINE. 

jSt    ROBERT   LOWELL. 

Air — Yankee  Doodle. 

I. 
Still  first,  as  long  and  long  ago. 

Let  Massachusetts  muster  ; 
Give  her  the  post  right  next  the  foe. 

Be  sure  that  you  may  trust  her. 
She  was  the  first  to  give  her  blood 

For  Freedom  and  for  Honor  ; 
She  trod  her  soil  to  crimson  mud, 

God's  blessing  be  upon  her  ! 


She  never  faltered  for  the  Right, 

Nor  ever  will  hereafter  ; 
Fling  up  her  name  with  all  your  might, 

Shake  roof-tree  and  shake  rafter. 
But  of  old  deeds  she  need  not  brag, 

How  she  broke  sword  and  fetter ; 
Fling  out  again  th.e  old  striped  flag, 

She'll  do  yet  more  and  better. 


In  peace  her  sails  fleck  all  the  seas, 

Her  mills  shake  every  river; 
And  where  are  scenes  so  fair  as  these, 

God  and  her  true  hands  give  her  ? 
Her  claim  in  war  who  seek  to  rob  ? 

All  others  come  in  later — 
Hers  first  it  is  to  front  the  mob. 

The  tyrant  and  the  traitor. 


God  bless,  God  bless  the  glorious  State, 

Let  her  have  way  to  battle  ! 
She'll  go  where  batteries  crash  with  fate. 

Or  where  thick  rifles  rattle. 
Give  her  the  right,  and  let  her  try. 

And  then,  who  can,  may  press  her ; 
She'll  go  straight  on,  or  she  will  die, 

God  bless  her  !  and  God  bless  her  1 
Ddanesbubgh,  May  7,  1861. 


THE  SWORD,   FLAG,  AND   PLOUGH. 
Air — Bed,  White,  and  Blue. 

1. 

Unsheathed  is  the  sword  of  the  nation  1 

Baptized  in  the  blood  of  the  brave, 
The  blade  shall  be  Freedom's  salvation 
To  break  the  last  bond  of  the  slave. 
From  river  and  mountain  and  valley. 

Goes  upward  the  patriot's  vow. 
And  the  legions  of  Libertv  rally. 

To  follow  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough. 
Cho. — To  follow  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough, 
To  follow  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough ; 

And  the  legions  of  Liberty  rally 
To  follow  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough  ! 


Unfurl  the  Free  Banner  wherever 

The  dawnings  of  victory  gleam, 

And  perish  the  traitor's  endeavor 

To  darken  fair  Liberty's  dream  ! 

The  echoes  of  triumph  are  ringing 

Where  heroes  are  conquering  now. 
And  the  valor  of  Freedmen  is  bringing 
Success  to  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough ! 
Success  to  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough, 
Success  to  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough  ; 
And  the  valor  of  Freedmen  is  bringing 
Success  to  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough  ! 

III. 
The  Sword  is  the  last  liberator 

The  Angel  of  Justice  has  sent, 
And  freemen  were  false  to  their  nature 

To  rivet  a  chain  that  is  rent  1 
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The  heart  of  a  people  rejoices, 

The  symbol  of  treason  must  bow, 
And  a  chorus  of  jubilant  voices 

Hurrah  for  the  Sword,  Flair,  and  Plough  ! 
Hurrah  for  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough  ! 
Hurrah  for  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough  ! 

And  a  chorus  of  jubilant  voices 
Hurrah  for  the  Sword,  Flag,  and  Plough  ! 


BANNER-SONG    OF    THE 
ELEVENTH. 


INDIAXA 


BY   MRS.    S.    K.    WALLACE. 
Air  —  I'lag   of    Oxi/r    Uiiicyn,. 

A  SONG  for  our  flag, 

A  song  for  our  band, 
A  song  for  the  brave  and  the  free ! 

The  motto  we  wear. 

United  we  stand, 
Tried  and  true  comrades  are  we. 

United  in  heart. 

United  in  hand, 
A  Union  that  time  cannot  sever. 

Chorus — A  shout  for  our  flag, 
A  shout  for  pur  band, 
Honor  and  Freedom  for  ever. 

Unfurl  the  old  flag. 

Let  it  float  far  on  high  ; 
The  chorus  exulting  ascend  ; 

While  one  star  remains 

We  conquer  or  die. 
By  the  banner  we  dare  to  defend. 

No  cowardly  heart. 

No  traitorous  hand, 
Mars  the  Union  that  Time  cannot  sever. 
A  shout  for  our  flag,  etc. 

Where'er  it  may  wave. 

Our  own  standard-sheet, 
By  mountain,  or  river,  or  sea, 

We  press  on  the  march 

With  unwearied  feet, 
While  the  gleam  of  its  starlight  we  see. 

Here's  to  our  frieiid.s, 

A  health  and  a  hand, 
Remembrance  that  time  cannot  sever. 
A  shout  for  our  flag,  etc. 

We're  all  for  the  Xorth, 

For  the  South,  too,  we  are. 
United,  unchanged,  evermore ; 

No  Palmetto  flag 

For  us — no  lone  star. 
But  the  Stripes  and  the  old  thirty-four. 

Keep  step  to  the  song. 

Be  it  right,  be  it  wrong. 
No  State  can  the  Union  di.-;sever  ; 

Hurrah  for  the  Stripes  ! 

Hurrah  for  the  Stars ! 
The  Union,  the  Union  for  ever  ! 


HARVARD    STUDENT'S    SONG. 

BY    JULIA    WARD    HOWE. 

(Denkst  du  daran.) 

Remember  ye  the  fateful  gun  that  sounded 
To  Sumter's  walls  from  Charleston's  troacher- 
OMS  shore  V 
Remember  ye  how  hearts  indignant  bounded 
When  our  first  dead  came  back  from  Balti- 
more ? 
The  banner  fell  that  eveiy  breeze  had  flattered. 
The  hum  of  thrift  was  hushed  with  sudden 
woe ; 
We  raised  anew  the  emblems  shamed  and  shat- 
tered. 
And   turned    a   front    resolved    to   meet   the 
foe. 

Remember  ye,  how  forth  to  battle  faring. 

Our    valiant   ranks    the   fierce    attack  iwith- 
stood, 
In  all  the  terrors  of  the  tumult  bearing 

The  people's  heart  of  dauntless  lionhood  ? 
IIow  many  a  hand  forsook  its  wonted  labor. 

Forsook  its  gains,  as  prizes  fallen  in  worth, 
To  wield  with  pain  the  warlike  lance  and  sal)re, 

To  conquer  Peace  with  God,  for  all  on  earth  ? 

Remember  ye,  how,  out  of  boyhood  leaping, 

Our  gallant  mates  stood  ready  for  the  fray  ; 
As  new-fledged  eaglets  rise,  with  sudden  sweep- 
ing, 
And   meet    unscared    the    dazzling    front    of 
day  ? 
Our  classic  toil  became  inglorious  leisure, 

We  praised  the  calm  Horatian  ode  no  more 
But    answered    back    with    song    the    martia. 
measure 
That  held  its  throb  above  the  cannon's  roar. 

Remember  ye  the  pageants  dim  and  solemn. 
Where  Love  and  Grief  have  borne  the  funeral 
pall  ? 
The  joyless  marching  of  the  mustered  column, 
Witli    arms    reversed  to  Him  who  conquers 
all? 
Oh  !   give    them    back,   thou   bloody   breast   of 
Treason, 
They    were   our   own,    the   darlings    of    ou 
hearts, 
They  come  benumbed  and  frosted  out  of  sea- 
son, 
With  whom    the    summer  of  our  youth  de- 
parts. 

Look  back  no  more !  our  time  has  come,  my 
brothers  ! 
In   Fate's   high   roll  our  names  are  written 
too; 
We  fill  the  mournful  gaps  left  bare  by  others, 
The   ranks    where    Fear    has    never    broken 
through. 
Look,  ancient  walls,  upon  our  stern  election  ! 
Keep,   echoes    dear,    remembrance    of     our 
breath. 
And  gentle  eyes  and  hearts  of  pure  affection, 
Light  us,  resolved  to  Victory  or  Death  I 
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TRUMPET    SONG. 

BY    OLIVER   WESDELL    HOLMES. 

The  battle-drum's  loud   rattle  is   rending    the 

air, 
The  troopers  aU  are  mounted,  their  sabres  are 

bare ; 
The  guns  are  unlimbered,  the  bayonets  shine, 
Hark  !  hark  !  'tis  the  trumpet-call !  wheel  iuto 
line ! 

Ta  ra !  ta  ta  ta  ! 
Trum  trum,  tra  ra  ra  ra  ! 
Beat  drums  and  blow  trumpets  ! 
Hurrah,  boys,  hurrah  ! 

March   onward,  soldiers,  onward,  the  strife  is 
begun. 

Loud  bellowing  rolls  the  boom  of  the  black- 
throated  gun ; 

The  rifles  are  cracking,  the  torn  banners  toss, 

The.sabres  ave  clashing,  the  bayonets  cross. 
'  Ta  ra,  etc. 

Down  with  the  leaguing  liars,  the  traitors  to 

their  trust. 
Who  trampled  the  fair  charter  of  Freedom  in 

dust! 
They  falter  —  they  waver  —  they  scatter  —  they 

run — 
The  field  is  our  own,  and  the  battle  is  won ! 
Ta  ra,  etc. 

God  save  our  mighty  people  and  prosper  our 

cause ! 
We're  fighting  for  our  nation,  our  land,  and  our 

laws ! 
Though  tyrants  may  hate  us,  their  threats  we 

defy, 
And  drum-beat  and  tnraipet  shall  peal  our  reply ! 
Ta  ra  !  ta  ta  ta  ! 
Beat  drums  and  blow  trumpets  ! 
Trum  trum,  tra  ra  ra  ra  ! 
Hurrah,  bovs,  hurrah  ! 


PUT    n    THROUGH. 

Come  Freemen  of  the  land. 
Come  meet  the  last  demand  ! 
Here's  a  piece  of  work  in  hand  ; 
Put  it  through. 

Here's  a  log  across  the  wav, 
We  have  stumbled  on  all  day. 
Here's  a  ploughshare  in  the  clay : 
Put  it  through ! 

Here's  a  country  that's  half  free, 
And  it  waits  for  you  and  me. 
To  say  what  its  fate  shall  be: 
Put  it  through  ! 

While  one  traitor  thought  remains, 
While  one  spot  its  banner  stains, 
One  link  of  all  its  chains  : 
Put  it  through  ! 


Hear  our  brothers  in  the  field. 
Steel  your  swords  as  theirs  are  steeled, 
Learn  to  wield  the  arms  they  wield : 
Put  it  through  ! 

Lock  the  shop  and  lock  the  store, 
Chalk  this  upon  the  door, 
'  We've  eulislfd  for  the  War  !" 
Put  it  through ! 

For  the  birthrights  yet  unsold. 
For  the  history  yet  untold, 
For  the  future  yet  unrolled. 
Put  it  through ! 

Lest  our  children  point  with  shajne, 
On  the  father's  dastard  fame, 
Who  gave  up  a  nation's  name, 
Put  it  through ! 

Father  Abraham,  hear  us  cry, 
'We  can  follow,  we  can  die." 
Lead  your  children  then,  and  try. 
Put  it  through  ! 

Here's  a  work  of  God  half  done. 
Here's  the  kingdom  of  his  Son, 
With  its  triumphs  just  begun  : 
Put  it  through ! 

Father  Abraham,  that  man  thrives 
Who  with  every  weapon  strives  ; 
L'se  our  twenty  million  lives  ! 
Put  it  through  ! 

'Tis  to  you  the  trust  is  given ! 
'Tis  by  you  the  bolt  is  driven ! 
By  the  very  God  of  Heaven, 
Drive  it  through  ! 


SOUTH-CAROLINA    GENTLEMAN. 
Air — The  Fine  Old  English  Gentleman,. 

Down  in  a  small  Palmetto  State  the  curious 
ones  may  find, 

A  ripping,  tearing  gentleman,  of  an  uncommon 
kind, 

A  staggering,  swaggering  sort  of  chap,  who 
t^kes  his  whiskey  straight. 

And  frequently  condemns  his  eyes  to  that  ulti- 
mate vengeance  which  a  clergyman  of 
high  standing  has  assured  must  be  a 
sinner's  fate. 

This  South-Carolina  gentleman,  one  of  the  pre- 
sent time. 

You  trace  his  genealogy,  and  not  far  back  you'll 
see, 

A  most  undoubted  octoroon,  or  mayhap  a  mus- 
tee, 

And  if  you  note  the  shaggy  locks  that  cluster 
.  on  his  brow. 

You'll  find  that  every  other  hair  is  varied  with 
a  kink  that  seldom  denotes  pure  Cauca- 
sian blood,  but  on  the  contrary,  betrays 
an  admixture  with  a  race  not  particu- 
larly popular  now. 

This  South-Carolina  Gentleman,  one  of  the  pre- 
sent time. 
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He  always  wears  a  full-dress  coat,  pre- Adamite 
in  c-.#, 

With  waistcoat  of  the  loudest  style,  through 
which  his  ruffles  jut. 

Six  breastpins  deck  his  horrid  front,  and  on  his 
fingers  shine 

Whole  invoices  of  diamond  rings  which  would 
hardly  pass  muster  with  the  Original 
Jacobs  in  Chatham  street  for  jewels  gen- 
u-ine. 

This  South-Carolina  gentleman,  one  of  the  pre- 
sent time. 

He  chews  tobacco  by  the  pound,  and  spits  upon 
the  floor. 

If  there  is  not  a  box  of  sand  behind  the  near- 
est door, 

A.nd  when  he  takes  his  weekly  spree  he  clears 
a  mighty  track. 

Of  every  thing  that  bears  the  shape  of  whiskey- 
skin,  gin  and  sugar,  brandy  sour,  peach 
and  honey,  irrepressible  cock-tail  rum, 
and  gum,  and  luscious  apple-jack. 

This  South-Carolina  gentleman,  one  of  the  pre- 
sent time. 

He  takes  to  euchre  kindly,  too,  and  plays  an 
awful  hand, 

Especially  when  those  he  tricks  his  style  don't 
understand. 

And  if  he  wins,  why  then  he  stoops  to  pocket 
all  the  stakes, 

But  if  he  loses,  then  he  says  to  the  unfortunate 
stranger  who  had  chanced  to  win  :  "  It's 
my  opinion  you  are  a  cursed  Abolitionist, 
and  if  you  don't  leave  South-Carolina  in 
one  hour  you  will  be  hung  like  a  dog." 
But  no  oft'er  to  pay  his  loss  he  makes. 

This  South-Carolina  gentleman,  one  of  the  pre- 
sent time: 

Of  course  he's  all  the  time  in  debt  to  those  who 
credit  give, 

Yet  manages  upon  the  best  the  market  yields 
to  live, 

But  if  a  Northern  creditor  asks  him  his  bill  to 
heed, 

This  honorable  gentleman  instantly  draws  two 
bowie-knives  and  a  pistol,  dona  a  blue 
cockade,  and  declares  that  in  conse- 
q\ience  of  the  repeated  aggressions  of 
the  North,  and  its  gro.^s  violations  of  the 
Constitution,  ho  feels  that  it  would  ut- 
terly degrade  him  to  pay  any  debt  what- 
ever, and  that  in  fact  he  has  at  last  de- 
termined to  SECEIiE. 

This  South-Carolina  gentleman,  one  of  the  pre- 
sent time. 


THE  SOLDIER'S  DREAM  OF  HOME. 

BY    CAROMNE    A.    MASON. 

Yon  have  put  the  children  to  bed,  Alice — 

Maud  and  Willie  and  Rose  ; 
They  have  lisped  their  sweet  "  Our  Father," 

And  sunk  to  their  night's  njpooe. 


Did  they  think  of  me,  dear  Alice  ? 
Did  they  think  of  me,  and  say  : 
'  God  bless  him,  and  God  bless  him  ! 
Dear  father,  far  away  ?" 

Oh  !  my  very  heart  grows  sick,  Alice, 

I  long  so  to  behold 
Rose,  with  her  pure,  white  forehead, 

And  Maud,  with  her  curls  of  gold  ; 
And  Willie,  so  gay  and  sprightly, 

So  merry  and  full  of  glee ; 
Oh,  my  heart  year7is  to  enfold  ye. 

My  "  smiling  group  of  three  !" 

I  can  bear  the  noisy  day,  Alice  ; 

The  camp  life,  gay  and  wild, 
Shuts  from  my  yearning  bosom 

The  thoughts  of  wife  and  child  ; 
But  when  the  night  is  round  me, 

And  under  its  strong  beams 
I  gatlier  my  cloak  about  me, 

I  dream  such  long,  sad  dreams  ! 

I  think  of  the  pale  young  wife,  Alice, 

Who  looked  up  in  my  face 
When  the  drum  beat  at  evening. 

And  called  me  to  my  place. 
I  think  of  the  three  sweet  birdlings 

Left  in  the  dear  home-nest, 
And  my  soul  is  sick  with  longings 

That  will  not  be  at  rest. 

Oh !  when  will  the  war  be  over,  Alice  ! 

Oh  !  when  shall  I  behold 
Rose,  with  her  pure,  white  forehead. 

And  Maud,  with  her  curls  of  gold  ; 
And  Will,  so  gay  and  sprightly. 

So  merry  and  full  of  glee. 
And,  more  than  all,  the  dear  wife 

Who  bore  my  babes  to  me  ''' 

God  guard  and  keep  you  al'.,  Alice; 

God  guard  and  keep  me,  too  ; 
For  if  only  one  were  missing, 

What  would  the  other  do  ? 
Oh  1  when  will  the  war  be  over, 

And  when  shall  I  behold 
Those  whom  I  love  sc  'ienrly, 

Safe  in  the  dear  Li-n  ■.•-fold  ? 


THE   RESPONSE. 

I  HAVK  put  the  children  to  bed,  Harry — 

Rose  and  Willie  and  Maud  ; 
They  have  sung  their  hymns  together, 

And  whispered  their  prayer  to  God. 
Then  Rose  ^aid,  gently  smiling, 
•  "Come,  WilHe  and  Maud,  now  say, 
God  bless  the  dear,  sweet  father — 

Father  so  far  away  !" 

And  such  a  glad  trust  arose,  Harry 

In  this  sad  heart  of  mine  ; 
For  I  felt  that  God  would  keep  you 

Safe  in  his  hand  divine. 
And  I  kissed  their  pure,  young  foreheads, 

And  said  •  "  He  is  over  all  ! 
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He  counteth  the  hair  of  your  heads,  darling 
And  noteth  the  sparrow's  fall." 

Then  I  sung  them  to  their  sleep,  Harry,      « 

With  hymns  all  trust  and  love, 
And-I  knew  that  God  was  listening 

From  his  gracious  throne  above. 
And  since  that  calm,  sweet  evening, 

I  have  felt  so  happy,  dear  ! 
And  so  have  the  children,  Harry ; 

They  seem  to  know  no  fear. 

They  talk  of  your  coming  home,  Harry, 

As  something  sure  to  be ; 
I  list  to  their  childish  pratings, 

Nor  care  to  check  their  glee. 
For  oh  !  'tis  a  cause  so  noble. 

And  you  so  brave  and  true  ; 
And  God  protects  his  own,  Harry, 

And  surely  will  watch  o'er  you. 

So  keep  up  a  brave  good  heart,  Harry  I 

God  willing — and  he  knows  best — 
We'll  welcome  you,  safe  and  happy, 

Back  to  the  dear  home-ne^t. 
And  Maud  and  Rose  and  Willie 

Shall  yet,  with  a  moistened  eye, 
Give  thanks  to  the  dear,  good  Father, 

While  you  stand  tearful  by. 


THE   fclTTLE   DRUMMER. 

A   SOLPIER'3    STORT. 
BY    R.    H.    STODDARD. 


'Tis  of  a  little  drummer 

The  story  I  shall  tell ; 
Of  how  he  marched  to  battle. 

And  all  that  there  befell. 
Out  in  the  West  with  Lyon, 

(For  once  the  name  was  true,) 
For  whom  the  little  drummer  beat 

His  rat-tat-too. 


Our  army  rose  at  midnight, 

Ten  thousand  men  as  one. 
Each  slinging  on  his  knapsack, 

And  snatching  up  his  gun  : 
*'7^o>-!/'a?-(f .'"  and  off  they  started, 

As  all  good  soldiers  do. 
When  the  little  drummer  beats  for  them 

His  rai-tat-too. 


Across  a  rolling  country. 

Where  the  mist  began  to  rise  ; 
Past  many  a  blackened  farm-house, 

Till  the  sun  was  in  the  skies  : 
Then  we  met  the  rebel  pickets, 

Who  skirmished  and  withdrew. 
While  the  little  drummer  beat  and  beat 

The  rat-tat-too. 


Along  the  wooded  hollows 
The  line  of  battle  ran, 


Our  centre  poured  a  volley, 
And  the  tight  at  once  began  ; 

For  the  rebels  answered  shouting, 
And  a  shower  of  bullets  flew  ,• 

But  still  the  little  drummer  beat 
His  rat-tat-too. 


He  stood  among  his  comrades, 

As  they  t(uickly  formed  the  line, 
And  when  they  raised  their  muskets 

He  watched  the  barrels  shine  ! 
When  the  volley  rang,  he  started  ! 

For  war  to  him  wai:  new  ; 
But  still  the  little  drummer  beat 

His  rat-iat-too. 


It  was  a  sight  to  see  them 

That  early  autumn  day. 
Our  soldiers  in  their  blue  coats, 

And  the  rebel  ranks  in  gray  : 
The  smoke  that  rolled  between  thei: 

The  balls  that  whistled  through, 
And  the  little  drummer  as  he  beat 

His  rat  tat-too  ! 


His  comrades  dropped  around  him — 

By  fives  and  tens  they  fell, 
Some  pierced  by  Minie  bullets, 

Some  torn  by  shot  and  shell ; 
They  played  against  our  cannon. 

And  a  caisson's  splinters  flew ; 
But  still  the  little  drummer  beat 

His  rat-tat-too .' 


The  right,  the  left,  the  centre — 

The  fight  was  everywhere  ; 
They  pushed  us  here — we  wavered — - 

We  drove  and  broke  them  there. 
The  gray-backs  fixed  their  bayonets. 

And  charged  the  coats  of  blue  ; 
But  still  the  little  drummer  beat 

His  rai-tat-too  ! 


"  Where  is  onr  little  drummer  ?" 

His  nearest  cnmrados  .=ay. 
When  the  dreadful  fight  is  over, 

And  the  smoke  has  cleared  away. 
As  the  rebel  corps  was  scattering 

He  urged  them  to  pursue. 
So  furiously  he  beat  and  beat 

The  rot-tat-too  ! 

X. 

He  stood  no  more  among  them, 

For  a  bullet  as  it  sped. 
Had  glanced  and  struck  his  ankle. 

And  stretched  him  with  the  dead  I 
He  crawled  behind  a  cannon. 

And  pale  and  paler  grew  : 
But  still  the  little  drummer  beat 

His  rat-tat-too  1 
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They  bore  him  to  the  surgeon, 

A  busy  man  was  he  ; 
"  A  drummer-boy — what  ails  him  ?" 

His  comrades  answered,  ''See!" 
As  they  took  him  from  the  stretcher, 

A  heavy  breath  he  drew, 
And  his  little  fingers  strove  to  beat 

The  rat-tat-too  ! 


The  ball  had  spent  its  fury : 

"  A  scratch,"  the  surgeon  said, 
As  he  wound  the  snowy  bandage 

Which  the  lint  was  staining  red  ! 
'  I  must  leave  you  now,  old  fellow." 

"  Oh  !  take  me  back  with  you. 
For  I  know  the  men  are  missing  me, 

And  the  rat-tat-too P'' 


Upon  his  comrade's  shoulder 

They  lifted  him  so  grand. 
With  his  dusty  drum  before  him. 

And  his  drum-sticks  in  his  hand  ! 
To  the  fiery  front  of  battle, 

That  nearer,  nearer  drew — 
And  evermore  he  beat,  and  beat, 

His  rat-tat-loo  ! 

xiy. 

The  wounded,  as  he  passed  them, 

Looked  up  and  gave  a  cheer ; 
And  one  in  dying  blessed  him. 

Between  a  smile  and  tear ! 
And  the  gray-backs — they  are  flying 

Before  the  coats  of  blue. 
For  whom  the  little  drummer  beats 

His  rat-tat-toQ. 


When  the  west  was  red  with  sunset, 
The  last  pursuit  was  o'er ; 

Brave  Lyon  rode  the  foremost. 
And  looked  the  name  he  bore  ! 

And  before  him  on  his  saddle, 
As  a  weary  child  would  do. 

Sat  the  little  drummer  fast  asleep, 
/With  his  rai-tat-too. 


FLAG-SONG  OF  THE  MICHIGAN  VOLUN- 
TEERS. 

BY  D.  BETUUNE  DUFFIELD. 

Adapted  to  the  Anvil  Chorus  from  Trovatore. 
I. 
Trumpet,  and  ensign,  and  drum-beat  are  calling. 
From  hill-side  and  valley,  from  mountain  and 
river, 
"Forward  the  flag !"^ e'en  though  heroes  are 
falling, 
Our  God  will  his  own  chosen  standard  deliver. 


Choi~us. 
Star-Spangled  Banner  !  our  hopes  to  thee  are 

*        clinging. 
Lead  us  to  victory,  or  wrap  us  in  death — 
To  thee  stanch  are  we,  while  yet  a  breath 
Remains  to  sing  thee  : 
Or  arm  to  fling  thee. 
O'er  this  fair  land,  wide  and  free. 


Union  and  Freedom  !"  our  war-cry  is  rolling. 
Now  over  the  prairie,  now  wide  o'er  the 
billow. 
Hark,  'tis  the  battle,  and  soon  will  be  tolling 
The  knell  of  the  soldier,  who  rests  'neath 
the  willow. 

Star-Spangled  Banner,  etc. 


Banner  triumphant !  though  grand  is  thy  story. 
We'll  stamp  on  thy  folds,  in  this  struggle  to- 
day, 
Deeds  of  our  armies,  transcending  in  glory 
The  bravest  yet  chanted  in  Poesy's  lay. 
Star-Spangled  Banner,  etc. 


Wise  were  our  fathers,  and  brave  in  the  battle. 
But  treason  uprises  their  Union  to  sever, 

Rouse  for  the  fight !  shout  aloud  'mid  War's 
rattle. 
The  Union  must  triumph,  riiust  triumph  for 


Star-Spangled  Banner,  etc. 


Trumpet,  and  ensign,  and  drum-beat  are  calling. 

From  hill-side  and  valley,  from  mountain  and 

river, 

"Forward  the  flag!"  e'en  though  heroes  are 

falling, 

Our  God  will  his  own  chosen  standard  deliver. 

Chorus. 
Star-Spangled  Banner  I  our  hopes  to  thee  are 

cHnging, 
Lead  us  to  victory,  or  Wrap  us  in  death. 
Detroit,  April  29, 1861. 
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THE  VAEUNA. 

SD;IK    iPRIL  TWESTT-FIFTH,  1802, 
BY    GEORGE    H.    BOKEU. 

"Who  has  not  heard  of  the  dauntless  Vanina.? 
Who  has  not  heard  of  the  deeds  she  has 
done  ? 
Who  shall  not  hear,  -while  the  ht-'own  Mississippi 
'  Rushes  along  from  tke  snow  to  the  sun  ? 

Crippled  and  leaking  she  entered  the  battle,  ' 
Sinking  and  burning  she  fought  through  tjie 
'fray. 
Crushed  were  her  sides  and  the  waves  ran  acrOss 
her, 
Ere,  like  a  death-wounded  lion  at  bay,     . 
SternlJ^slie  closed  in  the  last  fatal  grapple, 
Then  in  her  triumph  moved  grandly  away. 

Five  of  the  rebels,  like  satellites,  roifnd  her, 
-     Burned  in  her  orbit  of  splendor  and  fear ; 
One,  like  the  pleiad  of  mystical  story, 

Shot,  terror  stricken,  beyond  her  dread  sph^^e. 

We  who  are  waiting  with  crowns  for  the  victors, 
Though  we  should  offer  the  wealth  of   our 
store, 
Load  the  Varuna  from  deck  down  to  kelson. 

Still  would  be  niggard,  such  tribute  to  pour 
On  courage  so  boundless.    It  beggars  posses- 
sion, 
It  knocks  for  just  payment  at  heaven's  bright 
door !  , 

Cherish  the  heroes  who  fgught  the  Yaruna ; 

Treat  them  as  kings  if  they  honor  your  way  ; 
Succor  and  comfort  the  sick  and  the  wounded  ; 

Oh  1  for  the  dead,  let  us  all  kneel  to  pray. 

THE  STARS  AlfD  STRIPES. 

n 

BY   THQl^AS   WILLlAMa,    OF    ALLEGHANY,    PENK. 

Air  —  Irish   Jaunting  Car. 

Brothers  of  free  descent  were  we,  and  native 

to  the  soil. 
Knit  soul  to  soul,  in  one  great  whole,  fruit  of 

our  fathers'  toil : 
But  when  that  bond  of  love  was  rent,  the  cry 

rose  near  and  far. 
To  arms  !    to  arms !    long  live  the  stripes  !    we 

know  no  "single  star." 
CAoru5  — Hurrah!  Hurrah!  for  the  Union  Flag, 
hurrah  ! 
Hurrah   for    the    Union    Flag,   that 
knows  no  "  single  star." 


So    long    as  Southern    arrogance  !  forbore   to 

touch  that  flag. 
Full  inany  a  taunt  we  meekly  bore,  and  many 

an  idle  brag : 
Bnt  when  on  Sumter's  battlements,  the  traitors 

did  it  mar, 
We  flung  ab?oad  that  Union  Flag,  that  ne'er 
shall  lose  a  star. 

Hurrah  !  hurrah  !  for  the  Union  flag, 

hurrah  ! 
Hurrah  for  the  Union  flag,  that  ne'er 
shall  lose  a  star. 

And  first  the  gallant  Keystone  State,  from  every 

mountain-glen. 
From  bill  and  valley,  lake  and  town,  sent  down 

her  stalwart  men ; 
And  all  New-England  rose  amain,  as  blew  the 

trump  of  war, 
And    raised    on   high    their   fathers'    flag   that 

knows  no  siugle  star. 
Hurrah  !  etc. 

From    Saratoga's    tree-cro-vfoned   heights,   from 

Monmouth's  bloody  plain, 
The  men  of  York  and  Jeraey,  too,  both  swelled 

the  mustering  train, 
As  onward  —  onward  —  fierce  it  rushed  o'er  ell 

opposing  bars. 
To  punish  those  who  dared  insult  our  glorious 
Stripes  and  Stars, 

HuiTah  !  hurrah  !  for  the  Union  flag, 

hurrah ! 
Hurrah  for  the  Union  fla^,  with  all  its 
Stripes  and  Stars ! 

And  nest   the   hardy  pioneers,  the   dauntless 

and  the  brave. 
From   those   domains    by  Freedom  won,  that 

never  knew  a  slave,  \^> 

Their  trusty  rifles  all  in  hand,  with  eye  and  port 

like  Mars, 
Grasped  once  again  with  iron  hand,  the  staff 
that  bears  our  stars  ! 

Hurrah  I    hurrah !    for    the    Union 

flag,  hurrah ! 
Hurrah  for  the  Union  flag,  thatbear3 
our  Stripes  artid  Stai-s  ! 

And  from  the  bison's  prairie-haunts,  o'er.  Mis- 
sissippi's flood. 

From  Minnehaha's  sparkling  falls,   from    Kau-.^. 
sas'  land  of  blood. 
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New-England's    youngest    scions     there     have 

heard  the  din  of  wars, 
And  grasped  their  fathers'  ancient  brand,  and 

.     reared  their  stripes  and  stars, 
And  belted  on  their  fathers'  brand  and  reared 
their  fathers'  stars. 
Hun-ah  !  etc. 

And  farther  still,  where  sunset-seas  bathe  Cali- 
fornia's shore, 

And  grim  Sierras  darkly  frown  its  golden  treas- 
ures o'er, 

Our  Western  Twins  have  heard  the  call,  and  an- 
swered from  afar, 

We  come  !  we  come !     Rear  high  the  flag,  that 
knows  no  single  star. 
:  Hurrah !  etc. 

Missouri,  too,  her  garments  red,  and  little  Dela- 
ware, 

With  heart  as  big  as  when  of  old  she  bore  a 
lion's  share, 

Have  burst  the  cliain  which  cramps  the  soul, 
and  all  that's  noble  mars. 

And  wheeled  in  line,  come  weal  or  woe,  be- 
neath the  Stripes  and  Stars. 
Hurrah  !  etc. 

And  "Maryland,  our  Maryland,"  though  called 

with  "life  and  drum," 
And  "  old-line  bugle,"  too,  to  fight  against  the 

"  Northern  scum," 
Has  thought   of    Camden's    bloody  field    and 

Eutaw' 3  iron  soars, 
And  lo  !  she  stands,  where  erst  she   stood,  be- 

nea,th  the  Stripes  and  Stars. 
"Hurrah!  etc. 

Would  we  could  say  the  same  of  theo,  thou 

dark  and  bloody  ground  ! 
Whose  sexless  sages,  false  of  heart,  a  way  of 

■        peace  have  found  ! 
Shame  on  you  !     No  half  faith  would  we !     Up, 

;'t     gird  ye  for  the  war.s. 
And  take  your  place  as  men  once  more,  beneath 
the  Stripes  and  Stars. 
Hurrah  !   etc. 

Frbm  tUy  Medusa  glance  we  turn,  with  hearts 

of  cheer  and  pride. 
To  West-Virnfinia,    virgin  rib,  torn   from  false 

mother's  side. 
Daughter   of    Strife  !      Fair   Freedom's   child  I 

Thy  mountains  ring  afar, 
Withi  c.choing  shouts  for  that  best   flag   that 

counts  ai  other  ^tar. 
ji    1  '^,      Huri-iih!  etc. 

And  more,  'twill(  count,  no  Pleiad  lost,  of  all 

that  shining  ho.st, 
Though  dim  eclipse  have  veiled  their  fires,  and 

traitors  loudly  boast; 
But  one  by  one  those  waud'ring  lights  shall  gem 

our  heavens,  like  Mars, 
And   all   the    nations    bless    our    stripes    and 

cotonct  of  stars  !    ;        ' 
Hurrah !  etc. 

No  other  flag  shall  ever  float  above  our  homes 

or  graves, 
Save   yonder   blazing  oriflammc,   that   flutters 

o'er  our  braves ; 


Its  rainbow-stripes,  our  Northern  lights — with 

no  sinister  bars; 
Our  ancient  flag  !   our  fathers'  flag  ;  our  glori 

ous  Stripes  and  Stars  ! 
Hurrah !   etc. 

Then  bear  that  banner  proudly  up,  young  war- 
riors of  our  land. 

With  hearts  of  love,  and  arms  of  faith,  and  more 
than  iron  hand  ! 

Down  with   the  Northern  renegade  !  and  join 
our  gallant  tars. 

In  rearing  high,  in  victory,  our  deathless  Stripes 
and  Stars ! 

Hurrah !  etc. 


A    NATIONAL    HYMN. 

BY    PARK   BENJAMIN. 

Great  God  !  to  whom  our  nation's  woes,  , 
Our  dire  distress,  our  angry  foes, 
In  all  their  awful  gloom  are  known, 
We  bow  to  thee  and  thee  alone. 

We  pray  thee  mitigate  the  strife, 
Attended  by  such  waste  of  life. 
Such  wounds  and  anguish,  groans  and  tears. 
That  fill  our  inmost  hearts  with  fears. 

Oh  !   darkly  now  the  tempest  rolls, 
Wide  o'er  our  desolated  souls  ; 
Yet,  beaten  downward  to  the  dust, 
In  thy  forgiveness  still  we  trust. 

We  trust  to  thy  protecting  power 
In  this,  our  country's  saddest  hour. 
And  pray  that  thou  wilt  spread  thy  shield 
Above  us  in  the  camp  and  field. 

0  God  of  battles !  let  thy  might 
Protect  our  armies  in  the  fight — 
Till  they  shall  win  the  victory. 
And  set  the  hapless  bondmen  free. 

Till,  guided  by  thy  g:lorious  hand, 
Those  armies  reiinite  the  land. 
And  North  and  South  alike  shall  raise 
To  God  their  peaceful  hynms  of  praise. 
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A  BATTLE   HYMN. 

BT      GEORGE      H.     BOKER. 

God,  to  thee  we  humbly  bow. 

With  hand  unarmed  and  naked  brow  ; 

Musket,  lance,  and  sheathed  sword 

At  thy  feet  we  lay,  0  Lord  ! 

Gone  is  all  the  soldier's  boast 

In  the  valor  of  the  host :  • 

Kneeling  here,  we  do  our  most. 

Of  ourselves  we  nothing  know  : 
Thou,  and  thou  alone  canst  show, 
By  the  fa v<jr  of  thy  hand,  i'jr.i.jc'! 

Who  has  drawn  the  guilty  brancLo.ii 
If  our  foemen  have  the  right,  "•       "' 

Show  thy  judgment  in  our  sight 
,  Through  the,  fortunes  of  the  fight  I 
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If  our  cause  be  pure  ami  just, 
Nerve  our  courage  with  thy  trust : 
Scatter,  in  thy  bitter  wrath, 
All  who  cross  the  natiou's  path : 
May  the  baffled  traitors  fly. 
As  the  vapors  from  the  sky 
When  thy  raging  winds  are  high  ! 

God  of  mercy,  some  must  fall 
In  thy  holy  cause.     Not  all 
Hope  to  sing  the  victor's  lay 
When  the  sword  is  laid  away. 
Brief  will  be  the  prayers  then  said  ; 
Fulling  at  thy  altar  dead, 
Take  the  sacrifice,  insteiii^. 

Now,  0  God!  once  more  we  rise, 
Marching  on  beneath  thy  eyes  ; 
And  we  draw  the  sacred  sword 
Iti  thy  name  and  at  thy  word. 
May  our  spirits  clearly  see 
Thee,  through  all  that  is  to  be. 
In  defeat  or  victory. 


./>n:     ^   PARTING    HYMN. 

BY    OLIVER    WENDELL    HOLMES. 

^Am — I>itn,ds6. 

Father  of  Mercies,  Heavenly  Friend, 
We  seek  thy  gracious  throne  ; 

To  thee  our  faltering  prayers  ascend. 
Our  fainting  hearts  are  known  !• 

From  blasts  that  chill,  from  suns  that  smite, 
From  every  plague  that  harms  ; 

In  camp  and  march,  in  siege  and  fight. 
Protect  ouv  men-at-avms  ! 

Though  from  our  darkened  lives  they  take 
What  makes  our  life  most  dear, 

We  yield  them  for  their  country's  sake 
With  no  relenting  tear. 

Our  blood  their  flowing  veins  will  shed. 
Their  wounds  our  breast  will  share ; 

Oh  !  save  113  from  the  woe.s  we  dread. 
Or  grant  us  strength  to  bear  ! 

Let  each  unhallowed  cause,  that  brings 

The  stern  destroyer,  cease, 
Tiiy  flaming  angel  fold  his  wings. 

And  seraphs  whisper  Peace  ! 

'Thine  are  the  sceptre  and  the  sword. 
Stretch  forth  thy  mighty  hand — 

Reign  thou  our  kinglcss  nation's  Lord, 
Rule  thou  our  throneless  laTid  ! 


HYMN  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  TWELFTH. 

Tone — America. 

Be  Thou  our  country's  Chief, 
In  this  our  year  of  grief. 

All  Father  great ; 
Go  forth  with  awful  tread. 
Crush  Treason's  serpent  head, 
Bring  back  our  sons  misled, 

And  save  our  State. 


Fphold  our  Stripes  and  Stars 
Through  war's  destroying  jars 

With  thy  right  hand  ; 
0  God  of  battles !  lead 
Where  our  swift  squadrons  speed, 
Where  our  brave  brotliers  bleed 

For  Fatherland. 

Break  every  yoke  and  chain, 
Let  tnith  and  justice  reign 

From  deep  to  deep  ; 
Make  all  our  statues  right 
In  thy  most  holy  sight ; 
Light  us,  0  Lord  of  Light, 

Thy  ways  to  keep. 

God  bless  our  Fatherland, 
God  make  it  strong  and  grand 

On  sea  and  shore  ; 
Ages  its  glory  swell, 
Peace  in  its  borders  dwell, 
God  stand  its  sentinel 

For  evermore. 


BATTLE-HYMN    OF    THE    REPUBLIC. 

BT    MRS.    JCLIA    WARD    HOWE. 

Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming 

of  the  Lord ; 
He   is   trampling   out    the  vintage   where   the 

grapes  of  wrath  are  stored  ; 
He    hath  loosed  the  fateful   lightning   of   his 

terrible  swift  sword  : 

His  truth  is  marching  on. 

I  have  seen  him  in  the  watchfires  of  a  hundred 

circling  camps  ; 
They  have  builded  him  an  altar  in  the  evening 

dews  and  damps  ; 
I  have  read  his  righteous  sentence  by  the  dim 

and  flaring  lamps : 

His  day  is  marching  on. 

I  have  read  a  fiery  gospel  writ  in  burnished 

rows  of  steel ; 
"  As  ye  deal  with  my  contemners,  so  with  you 

my  grace  shall  deal ; 
Let  the  Hero,  born  of  woman,  crush  the  serpent 

with  his  heel. 

Since  God  is  marching  on." 

He  has  sounded  forth  the  trumpet  that  shall 
never  call  retreat ; 

He  is  sifting  out  the  hearts  of  men  before  his 
judgment-seat ; 

Oh  !  be  swift,  my  soul,  to  answer  him  !  be  jubi- 
lant, my  feet ! 

Our  God  is  marching  on. 

In   the   beauty  of  the  lilies  Christ  was  borne 

across  the  sea, 
With  a  glory  in   his   bosom  that  transfigures 

you  and  me  ; 
As  he  died  to  make  men  holy,  let  us  die  to 

make  men  free. 

While  God  is  march Jhg. on. 


BATTLE-HYMN  OF   THE   REPUBLIC. 


BY    MRS.    JULIA    WARD    HOWE. 
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I  have  seen  him  in  the  watcli-fires  of  a  hundred 

circling  camps  ; 
They  have  buildcd  him  an  altar  in  the   evening 

dews  and  damps  ; 
I  have  read  his  righteous  sentence  by  the  dim 

and  flaring  lamps  : 

His  day  is  marching  on. 

1  have  read  a  fiery  gospel  writ  in  burnished  rows 

of  steel : 
"As  ye  deal  with   my  contemners,  so  with  yon 

my  grace  shall  deal  ; 
Let  the  hero,  born  of  women,  crush  the  serpent 

with  his  heel, 


Since  God  is  marching  on, 
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He  has  sounded  forth  the   trumpet   tha.t   shall 
never  call  retreat ; 

He  is  sifting  out  the  hearts  of  men   before   his 
judjraent-seat : 

Oh  !  be  swift,  my  soul,  to  answer  him  !  be  jubi- 
lant, fny  feet ! 

Our  God  is  marching  on. 

In    the   beauty  of  the    lilies    Christ  was   borne 

across  the  sea. 
With  a  glory  in  his  bosom  that  transfigures  you 

and  me  : 
As  he  died  to  make  men  holy,  let  us  die  to  niaka 

men  free, 

While  God  is  marching  on. 
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On  the  shore,  dimly  seen  through   the  mist  of 
the  deep, 
Where  the  foe's  haughty  host  in  dread  silence 
reposes, 
What  is  that  which  the  breeze  o'er  the  towering 
i  steep, 

I  As  itfitfully  blows,  half  conceals,  half  discloses  ? 
1  Now  it  catches  the  gleam  of  the  morning's  first 
\  beam, 

'  In  full  glory  reflected  now  shines  on  the  stream — 
Tis  the  star-spangled  banner,  oh!  lonig  may  it 
wave 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free,  and  the  home  of  the 
brave. 

And  where  is  that  band  who  so  vauntingly  swore, 

That  the  havoc  of  war,'  and  the  battle's  copfu- 

sion, 

A  home  and  a  country  should  leave  us  no  rnore  ? 

Their  blood  has  washed  out  their  foul   foot- 
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No  refuge  could  save  the  hireling  and  slave 
From  the  terror  of  flight,  or  the  gloom  of  the 

grave. 
And  the  star-spangled  banner  in  triumph  doth 

wave 
O'er  the  land  of  tlie  free,  and  the  home  of  the'' 

brave.  ] 

Oh !  thus  be  it  ever,  when  freemen  shall  stand    1 
Between  their  loved  homes  and  the  war's  dc-J 
solation  I      i  '*"    _  'i 

Blesged  with  victory  and  peace,  may  the  heaven-| 
rescued  land 
Praise  the  Power  that  hath  made  and  preserved 
us  a  nation. 
Then  conquer  we  must,  when 'our  cause  it  is  just. 
And  this  be  our  motto — "/;i  God  is  our  trmt  /" 
And  the  star-spangled  banner  in  triumph  shall 

wave 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free,  and  the  home  of  the 
.(    .brave. _ 
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1.  My  country, 'tis       of  tiiee,S\veetland  of    lib  -  er  -  ty,      Of  thee  I  sing ;  Land  where  my 
^     ^    -m-     ^     -^  j«-     -^-   -^   '^'-   -^-.  -»-    _     -«-    _  ^       -«-  -«-  -«- 


Eg 


t:: 


-^- 


:a— !i 


-i — r 


gSgiEg 


•^  .     .          .  ' 

fa-thers  died ;  Land  of  the  pilgrim's  pride  ;  From  ev  -ery     mountain  side  Let     freedom  ring. 


1i2=t=: 


:t 


a— y— y- 


t: 


H 


-ij*^— r— 


:± 


i 


My  native  country,  thee, 
Land  of  the  noble  free, 

Thy  name  I  love  ; 
I  love  thy  rocks  and  rills. 
Thy  woods  and  templed  hills. 
My  heart  with  rapture  thrills, 

Like  that  above. 

Let  music  swell  the  breeze, 
And  ring  from  all  the  trees 

Sweet  fi'eedom's  song ; 
Let  mortal  tongues  awake, 
Let  all  that  breathe,  partake, 
Let  rocks  their  silence  break, 

The  sound  prolong. 

Our  fathers'  God,  to  thee, 
Author  of  liberty, 

To  thee  we  sing ; 
Long  may  our  land  be  bright 
With  freedom's  holy  light, 
Protect  us  by  thy  might. 

Great  God,  our  King. 


GOD   SAVE   OUR  NATIVE   LAND. 

BY    JAMES   WALDEN. 

God  save  our  native  land 
From  the  invader's  hand — 

Home  of  the  free  ! 
Though  ruthless  traitors  aim 
To  crush  our  nation's  fame. 
Yet  still  in  Freedom's  name, 

We  cling  to  thee ! 

0  Lord !  we  humbly  pray, 
Far  distant  be  the  day 

Ere  that  shall  be ; 
Though  lawless  bands  combine 
To  shatter  Freedom's  shrine 
With  faith  and  hope  divine 

We  clins;  to  thee  I 


0  Lord !  when  hand  to  hand. 
Brothers  as  foes  shall  stand, 

Shield  thou  the  right ! 
Stay  these  unhappy  wars, 
Join  us  in  our  great  cause, 
To  guard  our  nation's  laws, 

With  freemen's  might ! 

Lord !  may  this  strife  soon  cease : 
Grant  us  a  lasting  peace — 

Parted  we  fall ! 
Long  may  our  banner  wave 
Over  the  free  and  brave — 
0  Lord  !  our  country  save — 

God  save  us  all ! 


GOD    PROTECT    US. 

BY    GEORGE     G.    W.    MOKGAX, 

0  Lord  !  we  humbly  pray. 
Thy  blessing  here  to-day 

On  us  may  fall ; 
Grant  us  our  earnest  p7'ayer. 
Shield  those  who  need  our  care, 
Let  them  thy  blessings  share — 

God  save  us  all ! 

0  Lord  !  we'd  lead  the  van, 
E'er  in  behalf  of  man, 

When  held  in  thrall ; 
Be  with  us  in  the  fight, 
Now  in  the  cause  of  right ; 
Cursed  be  the  slaver's  might — 

God  save  us  all ! 

0  Lord  !  we  fain  would  pray, 
Thy  grace  for  ever  may 

Direct  this  war  ; 
And  where  our  flag's  unfurled, 
Be  Freedom's  gauntlet  hurled. 
Bid  Justice  rule  the  world 

For-  evermore. 


ARMY     HYMN 


BY    OLIVER    WENDELL    HOLMES 
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ARMY    HYMN. 

0  Lord  of  hosts  !  x\.lmighty  King  ! 
Behold  the  sacrifice  we  bring  ! 
To  every  arm  thy  strength  impart, 
Thy  Spirit  slied  through  every  heart ! 

Wake  in  our  breasts  the  living  fires, 
The  holy  faith  that  warmed  our  sires  : 
Thy  hand  hath  made  our  nation  free  ; 
To  die  for  her,  is  serving  thee. 

Be  thou  a  pillared  flame,  to  show 
The  midnight  snare,  the  silent  foe  ; 
And  when  the  battle  thunders  loud, 
Still  guide  us  in  its  moving  cloud. 

God  of  all  nations  !  Sovereign  Lord  ! 
In  thy  dread  name  we  draw  the  sword ; 
We  lift  the  starry  flag  on  high. 
That  fills  with  light  our  stormy  sky. 

From  treason's  rent,  from  murder's  stain, 
Guard  thou  its  folds  till  peace  shall  roign  ; 
Till  fort  and  field,  till  shore  and  sea. 
Join  our  loud  anthem,  Prafse  to  Thke  ! 


THE    SOLDIER'S    HYMN. 

0  God  of  our  fathers,  on  the  earth. 
Girt  for  the  fight,  thy  servants  stand  ; 

0  bless  us  ere  the  trumpet  sound, 

With  strength  from  thy  almighty  hand. 

The  cloud  of  war  comes  from  the  South  ; 

The  battle-storm  bursts  o'er  our  heads  ; 
Our  starrj^  flag  a  rainbow  bright, 

A  glory  round  our  pathway  sheds. 

Our  fathers'  spirits  watch  that  flag 
They  left  to  us  without  a  stain  ; 

We  take  their  motto  in  our  hearts — 
"  To  die  for  liberty  is  gain." 

And  when  victorious  we  return, 

Oh  !  may  those  folds  be  pure  and  free 

As  when  our  father  AYashington 
Gave  us  our  flag  and  liberty. 

Thou  God  of  battles,  hoar  our  prayer  ! 

From  western  plains  to  eastern  coasts, 
Strong  in  thy  blessing  forth  wo  march — 

Our  trust  is  in  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
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LOYAL    PUBLICATION   SOCIETY, 

THE   CONSTITUTION  VIIDICATLu. 
lutionaliti),  Stccssioii;  §Iaberi)» 


BY     JAMES     A.     HAMILTON. 

The  Government  of  tlie  United  States,  the  result  of  the  earnest 
and  patriotic  labor  of  the  most  illustrious  body  of  practical  states- 
men ever  assembled  for  any  ]3olitical  purpose,  is  perseveringly 
represented,  not  only  by  its  enemies  now  in  rebellion,  but  by 
leading  partisans  and  influential  men  in  public  stations,  who 
syrapatliize  with  treason,  as  a  mere  compact  between  sovereign 
and  independent  States.  Thej'-  dare  to  say,  "  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  is  the  agent  through  whom  the  States  com- 
municate Avith  foreign  nations,"  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper,  of  South 
Carolina,  taught  the  people  of  that  State,  thirty  years  past,  to 
believe  that,  "  The  citizens  of  the  various  States  owe  their  obe- 
dience to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  because  their 
own  State,  as  part  of  the  Confederation,  enjoins  it ;  but  alle- 
giance is  a  terra  applicable  only  to  that  submission  wjiich  we  owe 
to  our  own  sovereign  State."  "  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  was  created  b}-  the  existing  separate  States."  Jeff.  Davis 
said,  ^^ State  sovereignty  leads  legitimately  to  secession.,  and  thus 
the  right  of  a  Steele  to  secede  from  the  Unio7i  is  an  essential  attri- 
hute  of  State  sovereignty.-''  Let  the  States'  Eights  party  take  the 
legitimate  consequences  of  the  dogmas  tliey  teach,  and  avow 
that  they  are  secessionists.  Tlius  we  find  that  by  the  apostles  of 
secession  we  are  thrown  bach  to  the  political  condition  in  which 
we  were  before  the  existing  Constitution  was  established. 

The  Government  thus  described  was  that  formed  by  "  The 
Articles  of  Confederation,"  and  no  other.  It  was  an  imprac- 
ticable absm-dity.      That  disastrous    experiment   brought  the 


country  in  less  than  seven  years  "z'o  a  condition  almost  of 
anarchy r  Mr.  Madison,  speaking  of  the  situation  of  the 
Nation  under  the  Confederation,  says,  "  She  finds  she  is  held  in 
no  respect  by  her  friends  ;  that  she  is  the  derision  of  her  ene- 
mies ;  and  that  she  is  a  prey  to  every  nation  which  has  an  in- 
terest in  her  fluctuating  councils  and  embarrassed  afi'airs." 

The  Federalist,  Xo.  15. — "  TVe  may,  indeed,  with  propriety  be 
said  to  have  reached  the  lowest  stage  of  national  humiliation," 
&c.  Again,  speaking  of  the  States'  Hights  democrats  who  op- 
posed the  adoption  of  the  now  existing  Constitution,  said,  "  They 
aim  at  sovereignty  in  the  Union,  and  complete  independence  in 
the  members ;  they  cherish  with  blind  devotion  the  political 
monster  of  an  Imperkmi  in  ini])erioP  Again,  "  The  great  and 
"radical  vice  in  the  construction  of  the  confederacy  is  the  prin- 
"  ciple  of  legislation  for  States  or  Governments  in  their  corpor- 
"  ate  or  collective  capacities,  and  as  contradistinguished  from  the 
"  individuals  of  whom  they  consist.  This  was  the  bane  of  that 
"  Government,  and  is  entirely  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  a 
"  government."  "  A  principle,  in  short,  which,  if  executed  at 
"  all,  must  substitute  the  violent  and  sanguinary  agency  of  the 
"  sword  for  the  mild  influence  of  the  Magistracy.^ 

Hamilton :  "  Experience  is  the  oracle  of  truth,  and  when  its 
"responses  are  unequivocal,  they  ought  to  be  conclusive  and 
"  sacred." 

The  important  truth  which  is  unequivocally  produced  in 
the  present  case,  is,  that  a  sovereignty  over  sovereigns  ',  a  gov- 
ernment over  governments  j  a  legislation  for  communities,  as 
contradistinguished  from  individuals  ',  as  it  is  a  solecism  in 
theory,  so  in  practice  it  is  subversive  of  the  order  and  ends  of 
civil  polity ;  by  substituting  violence  in  place  of  law,  or  the  de- 
structive coercion  of  the  sword  in  place  of  the  mild  and  salutary 
coercion  of  the  Magistracy.  Such  was  the  government  estab- 
lished by  the  Ai'ticles  of  Confederation,  a  league  between  sove- 
reign and  independent  States.     (See  Articles  2d  and  3d.) 

The  following  statement  of  facts  will  prove  how  comj)letely  it 
had  run  down,  and  that  the  country  was  only  saved  from 
anarchy  by  the  establishment  of  ct  National  Government. 

The  former  Government  had  power  only  to  make  requisitions 
for  men  and  money  upon  the  sovereign  States.     During  the  last 


jione  years  of  that  Government,  a  period  of  peace,  the  States  of 
Georgia,  South  Carolina  and  North  Carolina^  did  not  contribute 
one  dollar  to  the  National  Treasury ;  and  only  one  State  (New 
York)  contributed  her  full  quota.  In  the  year  1786  the  amount 
contributed  was  onl}^  $200,000,  and  that  by  two  States  only. 
During  the  war  the  delinquency  of  the  States  was  universal. 

Such  was  the  fatal  result  of  that  political  monster  called  a 
Gorernment.  To  destroy  it,  the  Convention  of  1787  was  called, 
and  they  formed,  in  the  name  of  The  People  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  a  Constitution  of  Government,  which  The 
People  adopted  by  conventions,  whose  members  were  elected  by 
the  people  of  the  different  States. 

Mr.  Madison  says :  "  The  characteristic  distinction  between 
free  Governments  and  Governments  not  free,  is  that  the  former 
are  founded  on  compact,  not  between  the  Government  and  those 
for  whom  it  acts,  but  among  the  parties  creating  the  Government. 
Each  of  these  being  equal,  neither  can  have  more  right  to  say 
tliat  the  compact  lias  been  violated,  than  every  other  has  to  deny 
the  fact,  and  to  insist  on  the  execution  of  the  bargain.  An  in- 
ference from  the  doctrine  that  a  single  State  has  a  right  to  secede 
at  will  from  the  rest,  is  that  the  rest  would  have  an  equal  right 
to  secede  from  it ;  in  other  words,  to  turn  it  out."  "  In  the  case 
of  a  State  seceding  from  the  Union,  its  domain  would  be  dis- 
membered." 

To  insist  that  the  Convention  of  1787  formed  a  Government 
with  the  inherent  vice  of  independent  State  sovereignties  not 
only  violates  the  truth  of  history,  but  imputes  to  its  members 
the  folly  of  proposing  for  the  adoption  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  a  system  of  government  which  had  been  proved 
to  be  a  palpable  failure.  But,  when  proposed  by  Mr.  Patterson, 
and  known  as  the  Jersey  plan, -^^js,  rejected — thus  "Mr.  King 
moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  that  the  Jersey  plan 
was  inadmissible."  '^  ''^  *  "  This  motion  was  carried  by  screen 
States  for  the  motion,  three  against,  and  one  divided."  Thus 
the  plan  of  a  confederacy  of  sovereign  and  independent  States 
was  rejected  and  never  taken  up  again.  Mr.  Madison,  in  de- 
bate, said :  "  It  is  impossible  that  the  articles  of  confederation 
"  can  be  amended ;  they  are  too  tottering  to  be  invigorated ; 
"  nothing  but  the  present  system  (the  Yirginia  plan)  or  some- 
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"  tiling  like  it,  can  restore  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  conn- 
'^  try." 

Luther  Martin,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  objected  to  the 
Virginia  plan,  sajing  :  "  It  is  in  its  very  introduction  declared  to 
be  a  compact  of  the  Peoi^le  of  the  United  States  as  indimduals, 
and  is  to  be  ratified  by  the  Peo])le  at  large  in  their  capacity  of 
individuals."  He  insisted,  as  an  objection  to  the  Constitution, 
"  that  the  representatives,  instead  of  being  drawn  from  the  peo- 
ple at  large  as  individuals,  ought  to  be  drawn  from  the  States,  as 
States,  in  their  sovereign  capacity ;  that  the  system  of  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  ratifi.ed  hy  the  States,  and  not  by  the  people  as 
individuals.'''' 

Tiiat  in  denial  of  these  historical  truths,  the  Secessionists,  or 
the  State  Rights  Democrats  who  sympathise  with  treason,  should 
aver  that  our  Government  is  a  compact  between  sovereign 
States — that  its  whole  power  is  derived  from  the  State  Govern- 
ments, and  consequently  that,  as  sovereigns,  the  States  have  a 
right  to  secede,  is  so  like  "  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,"  as 
justly  to  be  denounced  a  lase  imposture. 

In  the  preamble  to  that  Constitution  which  constituted  a 
sovereign  power,  it  was  declared :  "  We  the  People  of  the  United 
"  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice, 
'•  ensure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
"promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
"  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Con- 
"  stitution  for  the  United  States  of  America." 

It  is  worthy  of  note  in  regard  to  this  glorious  preamble,  that, 
as  the  Article  of  Confederation  had  declared  "  the  Union  shall 
le  p)<^rpetual,'''  it  was  only  necessary  to  make  that  which  was 
decreed  to  be  a  "  perpetual,"  "  a  more  perfect  union^''  by  de- 
stroying those  powers  in  the  respective  State  governments  which 
could  endanger  the  Union ;  and  above  all,  by  changing  their 
character  of  "  sovereign  and  independent  states."  Their  State 
Legislatures  were  not  made  parties  to  it  by  being  called  to  ratify 
the  proposed  constitution,  but,  the  people  were.  Although  this 
preamble  may  not  be  considered  as  a  source  of  power,  it  must 
unquestionably  be  an  index  to  the  objects  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  formed,  and  a  guide,  in  the  examination  of  its  powers. 
These  objects  having  been  declared,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  the 


powers  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  them  out,  would  "be  found, 
as  tliey  are,  in  the  Constitution  /  thus  ordained  and  established. 

We  hold  that  '■^  sovereignty  is  the  siq^reme  ultimate  authority 
in  a  country r  In  om*  country,  such  authority  was  in  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  they  having  "  been  made  one  ^yco^ple  by  a 
federal  act." — Hamilton.  The  Declaration  of  Independence; 
and  when  they  formed  the  existing  constitution  of  government, 
they  conferred  that  supreme  ultimate  authority  upon  the  Nation- 
al Govermnent,  making  the  State  Governments  constituent 
parts  of  the  Government,  and  leaving  with  them  those  residuary 
authorities  requu-ed  to  be  exercised  for  local  purposes. 

W]ien  the  people  of  the  several  States,  by  their  delegates  in 
convention,  adopted  the  National  Constitution^  they,  by  that 
act  necessarily  eliminated  from  their  respective  State  constitu- 
tions all  such  powers  as  were  inconsistent  with,  or  repugnant  \.q>^ 
the  powers  conferred  by  them  on  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  by  that  Constit^dion,  and  this  was  as  effectually  done  as 
if  they  had  declared  seriatim  that  such  and  such  powers  before 
conferred  by  them  on  their  State  Governments  should  no  longer 
exist.  For  instance  :  therefore  the  State  constitution  and  laws 
were  the  supreme  authority  over  the  people  within  the  limits  of 
the  respective  States,  but  when,  by  the  adoption  of  the  iN'ational 
Constitution,  The  People  declared,  as  they  did  in  the  most  em- 
phatic manner,  "  This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
"  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,"  &c.,  "  shall 
"  he  the  sitjjreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  Judges  in  every  State 
"  shall  be  bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
"  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  They  necessarily 
decreed  that  their  State  Governments  should  no  longer  possess 
"  the  supreme  ultimate  authority"  over  the  people  of  such 
States,  and  thus  the  people  deprived  their  State  Governments  of 
that  sovereign  and  indajpcndent  character  before  asserted. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  were  not  ratified  by  the  people 
of  any  State,  or  of  the  Xation,  whereas  the  existing  Constitution 
having  been  so  ratified,  "  The  fabric  of  American  emjnrc  Quested 
"  upon  the  solid  basis  of '  The  consent  of  the  American  Peojyle  /' 
^Hhe  pure  original  fountain  of  all  legitimate  authority y — 

HAiKLTOI^. 

We  now  ask  the  judicious  reader  what  ground  can  there  be 


for  tlie  dogma,  "  That  the  States  are  sovereign  and  independent 
powers,  when  the  source  of  all  powers — The  People  of  the 
United  States — have  declared,  that  the  people  of  the  States 
shall  be  governed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  another  Gov- 
ernment ?  "  Supreme  is  sovereign  jpowerP  The  sovereign 
power  to  make  all  laws,  pursuant  to  the  National  Constitution, 
the  rule  of  action  of  the  people  of  the  States,  deprived  the  State 
governments  of  sovereign  power  over  all  those  siibjects  wliich 
were  committed  to  the  United  States  Government. 

This  brings  us  to  the  examination  of  those  powers,  and  we 
here  assert,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  they  Avill  be 
found  to  embrace  all  the  essential  attributes  of  sovereignty. 

Article  1,  sec.  8,  declares  : 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  : 

To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im  posts,  and  excises  ;  to 
pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States, 

To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States, 

To  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States. 

To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign 
coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures. 

To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securities 
of,  and  current  coin  of  the  United  States. 

To  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 

To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  &c. 

To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court ;  to  de- 
fine and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas, 
and  offences  against  the  laws  of  nations. 

To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  make 
rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water. 

To  raise  and  support  armies,  &c. 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy. 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces. 


To  provide  for  calling  fortli  the  militia  to  execute  the  la^V3  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions. 

To  provide  for  organizing  the  armies,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  &c. 

To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  "whatever  over  such 
"  district," — the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States — "  and 
over  forts,"  &c. 

To  Tnake  all  Imos  which  shall  he  necessai'y  and  j^foper  for  car- 
rying into  execution  the  foregoing  ijoicers^  and  all  other  j>ov:ers 
vested  l>y  this  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

The  above  powers  speak  for  themselves,  and  now  we  call  upon 
the  advocates  of  State  sovereignty  and  independence  to  make 
the  ex|3eriment  theoreticallj,  how  could  their  State  governments 
get  along  as  independent  or  sovereign  States  without  the  forego- 
ing powers  ?  Thev  are,  with  one  exception,  (the  collection  of 
taxes,)  exclusive  powers. 

In  addition,  the  power  of  making  treaties,  and  of  admitting 
new  States,  is  given  exclusively  to  the  United  States.  Here, 
again,  we  iind  these  vastly  important  powers  are  expressly  denied 
to  the  States. 

We  forbear  to  go  further  on  this  point,  and  proceed  to  exam- 
ine the  powers  conferred  by  the  seventeenth  clause,  wliich  we 
have  underlined,  and  to  show,  as  we  hope  to  do,  beyond  all  con- 
troversy, that  tlie  Congress  has  power  to  aholish  Slavery  throvgh- 
out  the   United  States. 

All  persons  who  have  read  the  debates  well  know  that  tlie 
convention  persistently  rejected  details  of  means  to  an  end,  as 
the  illustrious  "Webster  said :  "  It  was  not  their  intention  in 
"  those  cases  to  enumerate  particulars,"  It  may  be  truly  said, 
that  of  all  parts  of  the  Constitution,  this  seventeenth  clause  is 
the  part  which  manifests  the  most  skill  and  dexterity  on  the  part 
of  the  distinguished  statesmen  who  formed  that  great  charter  of 
the  temple  of  human  liberty. 

It  not  only  gives  power  to  Congress  to  make  all  laws  neces- 
sary and  proper,  (which  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  decided  to  mean  "  appropriate^'')  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  foregoing  powers,  and  among  them  the  power  to  do 
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wliat?  "  To  pay  the  elects,"  yes — and  in  addition  thereto,  and 
above  all,  "  to  j)rovide  for  the  common  defence  and  the  general 
'welfare  of  the  United  States^ 

That  is,  as  to  defence^  to  employ  the  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  raise,  ecpiip,  and  sustain  armies,  and  a  navy,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  common  defence  of  the  nation,  or  in  doing  vv'hat- 
ever  else  is  appropriate  to  that  great  and  vital  national  end  and 
purpose ;  and  also,  to  employ  the  money  so  obtained  in  all  other 
ways  which  will  promote  the  "  gerieral  loeJfareP  It  is  absin-d 
to  say  that  tliis  power  to  obtain  money  by  taxation  is  confined 
to  the  payment  of  debts,  and  that  it  does  not  extend  to  the  two 
other  important  purposes  expressed.  "Why  should  the  great 
power  of  taxation  be  thus  confined  to  the  debts ;  and  the  otiier 
two  great  national  objects  enumerated  be  considered  as  obsolete 
or  expunged  ?  On  the  contrary,  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
clause  must  be,  that  "  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare" 
should  be  secured  and  provided  for  by  the  employment  of  money, 
and  by  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  Congress  to  make  necessary 
and  j^roper  laAvs. 

One,  and  a  most  important,  mode  of  using  the  money  ob- 
tained by  taxes  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare,  would  be,  by 
opening  channels  of  communication  of  a  national  character  to 
facilitate  commerce  between  the  States,  and  thus  provide,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

This,  the  first  clause,  is  of  vast  importance  ;  it  clearly  imports 
that  among  the  foregoing  powers,  the  Congress  is  to  make  laws 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  debts,  the  common  defence,  and 
the  general  welfare.  To  give  this  clause  that  narrow  interi^re- 
tation  which  confines  it  to  the  appropriation  of  money  to  pay 
the  debts  ouly,  would  be  to  expunge  the  two  other  equally  im- 
portant objects. 

The  great  rule  by  which  the  Constitution  is  to  be  construed, 
is  Avell  laid  down  by  Mr.  Madison,  thus  :  "  The  different  parts  of 
"  the  same  instrument  ought  to  be  so  exj)0unded  as  to  give  mean- 
"  ing  to  every  part  which  will  bear  it ;  shall  one  part  of  the  tamo 
"  sentence  be  excluded  altogether  from  a  share  of  the  meaning; 
"Vnd  shall  the  more  doubtful  and  indefinite  terms  be  rctaiiied 
"  in  their  full  extent,  and  their  clear  and  precise  expressioiis  he 
"  denied  any  signification  whatever." 


This  rule  was  laid  down  in  reply  to  oLjections  made  to  this 
clause :  "  To  raise  money  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare." 
Let  us  test  this  very  important  clause  by  this  rule  :  "  The  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,"  &c.,  "  to  jpay 
the  debts.''''  That  is  one  part  which  is  not  denied.  Another  part 
is,  "  <md  to  provide  for  the  common  defenceP  This  is  not  de- 
nied. Indeed,  there  are  powers  which  have  been  exercised  with- 
out question  through  the  whole  course  of  our  Government.  The 
other  part  is,  and  to  lyrovide  '"''for  the  fjeneral  welfare  of  the 
United  States^  This  last  part  of  the  instrument  is  as  clearly 
and  precisely  expressed  as  the  two  other  parts ;  and  by  strict 
constructionists  it  is  denied  any  significance  whatever." 

It  was  objected,  says  Mr.  Madison,  that  "  the  above  clause 
"  amounted  to  an  unlimited  commission  to  exercise  every  power 
"  which  may  be  alleged  to  be  necessary  for  the  common  defence 
"  and  general  welfare."  He  adds  :  "  A  power  to  destroy  the 
"  freedom  of  the  press,  the  trial  by  jury,  or  even  to  regulate  the 
"  course  of  descents,  or  the  forms  of  conveyance,  must  be  very 
"  singularly  expressed  by  the  terms :  To  raise  money  for  the 
*'  general  warfare."  He  further  says :  "  The  objection  here  is 
"  the  more  extraordinary  as  it  appears  the  language  used  by  the 
"  Convention  is  a  copy  from  the  articles  of  the  Confederation. 
"  TJie  objects  of  the  union  among  the  States,  as  described  in  Ar- 
"  tide  3d,  are  their  common  defence  and  general  welfare."  And 
here  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  old  Congress  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, in  order  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare  in  ITS 7,  passed 
tliat  ordinance  wliich  excluded  slaverytfrom  all  tlie  territory  then 
held  by  the  United  States.  Tims  was  this  grant  of  power  to- 
provide  for  the  general  welfare^  wisely  carried  out  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederacy." 

As  to  the  objection  that  giving  power  to  Congress  to  provide 
ibr  the  general  welfare,  was  a  grant  of  unlimited  power ;  the 
answer  is,  that,  as  we  iind  tlie  grant  in  the  Constitution  it  must 
be  deemed  authoritative,  and  to  be  expounded  in  order  to  give 
meaning  to  every  part  of  that  instrument,  to  give  effect  to  the 
two  otlier  objects  of  the  clause  ;  and  to  pretend  to  deny  any  sig- 
nification to  this  one  would  be  absurd.  There  it  stands  in  the 
Constitution  a  clear  and  precise  expression  of  jpoiuer,  and  duty, 
and  one  of  the  purposes  indicated  b}''  the  preamble,  whatever 
eifect,  as  to  the  character  of  the  instrument  may  be  attributed  to 
it.     It  cannot,  tlierefore,  be  expunged  or  ignored. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  in  relation  to  this  clause,  wrote  : 
2 
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"  To  pay  tlie  debts  of  tlie  United  States  was  the  first  object 
"  for  which  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — the  power 
"  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  was  con- 
"  ferred  npon  Congress.  To  provide  for  the  common  defence 
"  and  general  welfare  was  the  second  object ;  and  these  expres- 
"  sions,  broad  and  comprehensive  in  their  import,  far  from  be- 
*'  ing  without  meaning  in  the  intention  of  the  founders  of  the 
"  Constitution,  embraced  the  great  purpose  for  which  the  Con- 
"  stitution  was  formed.  They  are  introduced  in  the  solemn  pre- 
'■  amble  in  which  the  i^eople  of  the  United  States,  speaking  in 
"  the  first  person — '  We  the  peoi'>le  of  the  United  States,'  an- 
"  nounce  the  great  purpose  for  which  they  ordain  and  establish 
"  this  Constitution.  They  are  emphatically  repeated  in  the  Stli 
"section  of  the  1st  article  containing  the  grants  to  Congress  of 
'"  power  and  they  are  not  only  grants  of  fower  hut  trusts  to  he 
"  executed,  duties  to  he  discJia.rged,  for  the  common  defence  and 
"  general  welfare  of  the  TJnionP 

By  the  17th  clause  of  Section  8,  Art  1,  it  is  declared  that 
"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall 
be  necessary  and  proper  ^v^r  carrying  irdo  execution  the  forego- 
ing powers  and  all  other  powers  vested  hy  this  Constitution  in 
the  brovernment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
officer  thereof. 

"  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Mc- 
Culloch  vs.  State  of  Maryland,  4  Wheaton,  have  said :  "  We 
think  the  sound  construction  of  the  Constitution  must  allow  to 
the  National  Legislature  that  discretion  with  respect  to  the 
means  by  which  the  powers  it  confers  are  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, which  will  enable  that  body  to  perform  the  high  duties 
assigned  to  it  in  the  manner  most  beneficial  to  the  peoi)le.  Lbt 
the  end  he  legitimate  /  let*It  be  within  the  scope  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  all  means  lohich  are  a.jyprojyriatc.,  which  are  plainly 
adapted  to  that  end  /  which  are  not  prohihited,  but  consistent 
with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  are  constitu- 
tional." 

It  is  incontrovertible,  that  under  the  first  clause,  Sth  Sec, 
Art.  1,  the  power  to  pay  the  debts,  to  provide  for  the  common 
desfence  and  general  welfare,  are  "  jiowers  "  vested  hy  this  Con- 
stitution in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  Con- 
gress has  power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  in  their  discre- 
tion and  in  obedience  to  the  high  duty  of  the  Government,  to 
provide  for  the  genercd  welfare  ;  to  make  all  such  laws  as  shall 
be  necessary  or  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all  ]x-)wer3 
vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  among  other  laws  to  abolish  slavery  and  to  enlist  or 
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draft  all  sucli  male  persons  as  are  held  to  service  and  labor  in 
any  States  by  the  laws  thereof,  who  are  competent  to  perform 
the  duties  of  soldiers,  and  thus  by  both  these  measures  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  welfare,  if  such  measm-es  are  deemed 
proper  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare. 

It  has  been  wisely  said,  and  with  axiomatic  truth  by  the 
judicious  and  well  informed  in  our  country :  "  Tliat  a  Govern- 
"  ment  ought  to  contain  in  itself  every  power  requisite  to  the 
"  full  accomplishment  of  the  objects  committed  to  its  care,  and 
"  the  complete  execution  of  the  trusts  for  which  it  is  responsi- 
"  ble,  free  from  every  other  control,  but  a  regard  to  the 
"  public  good,  and  to  the  sense  of  the  people."  (Hamilton  Ko. 
31  Federalist). 

The  highest  object  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Government 
is  to  'preserve  the  life  of  the  Ifation,  and  next  to  that  is,  "  To 
provide  for  the  general  welfare^  These  high  trusts  are  vested 
by  the  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  power  for  the  complete  execution  of  these  powers  free 
from  every  other  control  is  given  to  Congress  in  the  section 
quoted. 

The  National  life  is  to  be  preserved  by  all  the  accustomed 
means  of  war.  The  general  welfare  is  to  be  provided  for  by 
facilitating  and  regulating  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States  ;  by  providing  a  sound  currency  ;  by 
regulating  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  States  ; 
by  establishing  Post-offices  and  post-roads ;  by  promoting  the  pro- 
gress of  science  and  the  useful  arts ;  by  securing  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States ;  by  guaranteeing  to  every  State  in  the  Union 
a  Republican  form  of  Government, 

It  is  made  by  the  Constitution  the  express  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent, "  To  preserve,  2^'i'otect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States^ 

This  is  a  power  vested  in  him  by  the  Constitution,  and  there- 
fore Congress  has  the  power,  which  they  are  bound  to  exercise,  to 
pass  all  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  enable 
hun  to  perform  that  duty. 

The  people  of  several  of  the  States  are  in  rebellion ;  their 
purpose  is  to  destroy  the  Union  and  the  powers  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  as  a  rule  of  action  for  them.  The  President 
has  declared  by  his  Proclamation  that  slavery  gives  these  peo- 
ple a  vast  power  in  conducting  that  war.  The  Congress  has 
passed  acts  of  like  import.  Can  it  be  denied  that  the  Congress 
has  the  power  to  pass  a  law  abolishing  slavery  in  order  to  de- 
prive their  enemy  of  a  vast  power  used  by  them  in  sustaining 
this  atrocious  war  ?  Hamilton  says,  "  The  right  of  war  is  to 
"  take  life  and  to  attack  and  seize  all  property,  in  order  to  ob- 
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''  tain  indemnification  for  any  injury  received  ;  to  disable  our 
'^' enemy  from  doing  tis  any  further  harm  ^  to  force  him^  to 
''  siibmisHion  to  the  laios  /   to  KErEEss  an  overbeaeing  ajibi- 

"  TION." 

By  tlie  preamble  to  tlie  Constitution,  the  people  of  tlie  United 
States  of  America  declared  to  the  world  that  they  ordained  and 
established  a  Government  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
among  other  things,  m  order  "  to  secure  the  Hessings  ofliheriy  " 
for  themselves  and  their  posterity.  Thns  are  we  assured  that 
the  great  democratic  principle  of  imiversal  liberty  is  the  founda- 
tion of  our  political  structure. 

It  is  absurd  to  attempt  to  confine  this  sublime  declaration  to 
any  j^articular  race  or  class  of  men,  or  to  exclude  any  persons 
from  its  blessings.  It  was  practically  carrying  out  the  great 
trutlis  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  "All  men  are  created 
equal,  and  arc  endowed  by  their  C^-eator  with  the  inalienable 
right   to  Ife,  liberty^  and  the ])ur suit  of  hapj)iness.^'^ 

This  declaration  has  been  subjected  to  illiberal  criticism.  It 
does  not  mean  to  assert  that  all  men  are  equal  in  their  physical, 
mental,  or  moral  qualities ;  but  that  all  are  ecpial  before  the 
law,  and  equally  entitled  to  protection  for  their  lives,  their 
liberty,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  It  declared  that  great 
Christian  truth,  "  The  brotherhood  of  man  in  fellowship  with 
Christ." 

If  freedom  to  all  is  the  basis  of  our  Constitution  ;  and  if  to 
secure  its  blessings  to  all  men  was  one  of  the  purposes  of  the 
people  in  ordaining  and  establishing  that  Constitution,  does  it 
not  necessarily  follow,  as  efiect  from  cause,  that  all  the  laAvs  of 
States  holding  persons  as  slaves  are  in  direct  and  palpable  viola- 
tion of,  and  antagonistic  to,  that  Constitution?  That  such  laws 
should  have  been  recognized  as  existing  in  some  of  the  States 
was  a  grievous  violation  of  duty,  for  which  we  are  now  tasting 
the  bitter  fruits.  This  war  to  protect  and  extend  slavery  gives 
to  Congress  tlie 2^oioer  and  the  ojij^ortnnity  to  suppress  this  bar- 
barism. The  civilized  world  calls  upon  us  vigorously  and 
sternly  to  perform  that  sacred  duty.  By  promptly  doing  so, 
some  atonement  vrill  be  made  for  tlie  past ;  the  Union  will  be 
restored,  reinvigorated ;  the  general  welfare  will  be  promoted 
and  secured,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  future  generations. 
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"  May  not  Congress  pi'onoiance  all  slaves  free?  The  Constitution  xpeaks  to  the 
point.  They  have  the  power  in  clear  and  xmequicocal  terms,  and  will  clearly  and  certainly 
exercise  it. — Patrick  Henry. 


Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  if  an  angel  from  the  skies  or 
a  stranger  from  another  planet  were  permitted  to  visit  this  earth 
and  to  examine  its  surface,  who  can  doubt  that  his  e3'es  would  rest 
with  astonishment  upon  the  outstretched  extent  and  exhaustless 
resources  of  this  Republic  of  the  New  World,  young  in  years  but 
already  rooted  beyoud  any  dynasty  in  history?  In  proportion  as 
he  considered  and  understood  all  those  things  among  us  which 
enter  into  and  constitute  the  national  life,  his  astonishment  would 
increase,  for  he  would  find  a  numerous  people,  powerful  beyond 
precedent,  without  a  king  or  a  noble,  but  with  the  scjioolmaster 
instead.  And  yet  the  a?tonishment  which  he  confessed,  as  all 
these  things  appeared  before  him,  would  swell  into  marvel  as  he 
learned  that  in  this  Republic,  which  had  arrested  his  admiration, 
where  there  was  neither  king  nor  noble,  but  the  schoolmaster  in- 
stead, there  were  four  million  human  beings  in  abject  bondage, 
degraded  to  be  chattels,  under  the  pretense  of  'property  in  man, 
driven  by  the  lash  like  beasts,  despoiled  of  all  rights,  even  the 


right  to  knowledge  and  the  sacred  right  of  family  ;  so  that  the 
relation  of  husband  and  wife  was  impossible  and  no  parent  could 
claim  his  own  child;  while  all  were  condemned  to  brutish  igno- 
rance. Startled  by  what  he  beheld,  the  stranger  would  naturally 
inquire  by  what  authority,  under  what  sanction,  and  through  what 
terms  of  law  or  Constitution,  this  fearful  inconsistency,  so  shock- 
ing to  human  nature  itself,  continued  to  be  upheld.  But  his 
growing  astonishment  would  know  no  bounds,  when  he  was  pointed 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  the  final  guardian  an.d 
conservator  of  this  peculiar  and  many-headed  wickedness. 

"And  is  it  true,"  the  stranger  would  exclaim,  "that  in  laying 
the  foundations  of  this  Republic,  dedicated  to  human  rights,  all 
these  wrongs  have  been  positively  established  ?"  He  would  ask 
to  see  that  Constitution  and  to  know  the  fatal  words  by  which 
the  sacrifice  was  commanded.  The  trembling  with  which  he  be- 
gan its  perusal  would  be  succeeded  by  joy  as  he  finished  it ;  for 
he  would  find  nothing  in  that  golden  text,  not  a  single  sentence, 
phrase,  or  word  even,  to  serve  as  origin,  authority,  or  apology, 
for  the  outrage.  And  then  his  astonishment,  already  knowing  no 
bounds,  would  break  forth  anew,  as  he  exclaimed,  "  Shameful  and 
irrational  as  is  slavery,  it  is  not  more  shameful  or  irrational  than 
that  unsupported  interpretation  which  undertakes  to  make  your 
Constitution  the  final  guardian  and  conservator  of  this  terrible 
and  unpardonable  denial  of  human  rights." 

Such  a  stranger  as  I  have  described,  coming  from  afar,  with 
eyes  which  no  local  bias  had  distorted,  and  with  understanding 
which  no  local  custom  had  disturbed,  would  naturally  see  the 
Constitution  precisely  as  it  is  in  its  actual  text,  and  he  would  in- 
terpret it  in  its  true  sense,  without  prepossession  or  prejudice. — 
Of  course  he  would  know,  what  all  jurisprudence  teaches  and 
what  all  reason  confirms,  that  human  rights  cannot  be  taken  away 
by  any  indirection  or  by  any  vain  imagining  of  something  that 
was  intended  but  was  not  said,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  that 
slavery  can  exist — if  exist  it  can  at  all — only  by  virtue  of  a  posi- 
tive text,  and  that  what  is  true  of  slavery  is  true  also  of  all  its 
incidents  ;  and  the  enlightened  stranger  would  insist  that  in  all 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  that  cardinal  principal  must 
never  for  a  moment  be  out  of  mind,  but  must  be  kept  ever  forward 
as  guide  and  master,  that  slavery  cannot  stand  on  inference,  nor  can 
any  support  of  slavery  stand  on  inference.  Thus  informed,  and 
in  the  light  of  a  pervasive  principle, 

"  How  far  that  little  candle  throws  its  beams  !" 

he  would  peruse  the  Constitution  from  beginning  to  end,  from  its 
opening  prcifmble  to  its  final  amendment,  and  then  the  joyful 
opinion  would  be  given. 


There  are  three  things  which  he  would  observe:  first  and  fore 
most,  that  the  dismal  words  "slave "-and  "slavery"  do  not  ap- 
pear in  the  Constitution :  so  that  if  the  unnatural  pretension  of 
property  in  man  lurk  anywhere  in  that  text,  it  is  under  a  feigned 
name  or  an  alias,  which  of  itself  is  cause  of  suspicion,  while  an 
imperative  rule  renders  its  recognition  impossible.  Next,  he 
would  consider  the  preamble,  which  is  the  key  to  open  the  whole 
succeeding  instrument;  but  here  no  single  word  can  be  found 
which  docs  not  open  the  Constitution  to  freedom  and  close  it  to 
slavery.  Tlie  object  of  the  Constitution  is  announced  to  be  "in 
order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  do- 
mestic tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity;"  all  of  which,  in  every  particular,  is  absolutely 
inconsistent  with  slavery.  And  thirdly,  he  would  observe  those 
time-honored,  most  efficacious,  chain-breaking  words  in  the  Aniend- 
nients:  ^'^  No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  W^e,  liberty,  or  property, 
without  due  process  of  laio.''  Scorning  all  false  interpretations 
aad  glosses  which  may  have  been  fastened  upon  the  Constitution 
as;  a  support  of  slavery,  and  with  these  three  things  before  him, 
he  would  naturally  declare  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  original 
text  on  wliich  this  hideous  wrong  conld  be  founded  anywhere 
within  the  sphere  of  its  operation.  With  astonishment  he  would 
ask  again  by  what  strange  delusion  or  hallucination  the  reason 
had  been  so  far  overcome  as  to  recognize  slavery  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, when  plainly  it  is  not  there,  and  cannot  be  there  ?  The 
answer  is  humiliating,  but  it  is  easy. 

People  naturally  find  in  texts  of  Scripture  the  support  of  their 
own  religious  opinions  or  prejudices ;  and,  in  the  same  way,  they 
naturally  find  in  texts  of  the  Constitution  the  support  of  their 
own  political  opinions  or  prejudices.  And  this  may  not  be  in 
either  case  because  Scripture  or  Constitution,  when  truly  interpre- 
ted, support  these  opinions  or  prejudices ;  but  because  people  are 
apt  to  find  in  texts  simply  a  rcfiection  of  themselves.  Most 
clearly  and  indubitably,  whoever  finds  any  support  of  slavery  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  first  found  such  support 
in  himself;  not  that  he  will  hesitate,  perhaps,  to  condemn  slavery 
in  words  of  approved  gentleness,  but  because  from  unhappy  edu- 
cation or  more  unhappy  insensibility  to  this  wrong,  he  has  already 
conceded  to  it  a  certain  traditional  foothold  of  immunit)',  which 
,he  straightway  transfers  from  himself  to  the  Constitution.  In 
dealing  with  this  subject,  it  is  not  the  Constitution,  so  much  as 
human  nature  itself,  which  has  been  at  fault.  Let  the  people 
change,  and  the  Constitution  will  change  also ;  for  the  Constitu- 
tion is  but  the  shadow,  while  the  people  are  the  substance. 


But  under  the  influence  of  the  present  struggle  for  national 
life,  and  in  obedience  to  it&  incessant  exigencies,  the  people  have 
already  changed,  and  in  nothing  so  much  as  slavery.  Old  opin- 
ions and  prejudices  have  dissolved,  and  that  traditional  foothold 
which  slavery  once  possessed  has  been  gradually  weakened  until 
now  it  scarcely  exists.  Naturally  this  change  must  sooner  or 
later  show  itself  in  the  interpretation  of  the  Constitution.  But 
it  is  already  visible  even  there,  in  the  concession  of  powers  over 
slavery  which  were  formerly  denied.  The  time,  then,  has  come 
when  the  Constitution,  which  has  been  so  long  interpreted  for 
slavery,  may  be  interpreted  for  freedom.  This  is  one  stage  of  tri- 
umph. Universal  emancipation,  which  is  at  hand,  can  be  won 
only  by  complete  emancipation  of  the  Constitution  itself,  which 
has  been  degraded  to  wear  chains  so  long  that  its  real  character 
is  scarcely  known. 

Sometimes  the  concession  is  made  on  the  ground  of  military 
necessity.  The  capacious  war  powers  of  the  Constitution  are  in- 
voked, and  it  is  said  that  in  their  legitimate  exercise  slavery  may 
be  destroyed.  There  is  much  in  this  concession;  more  even  than 
is  imagined  by  many  from  whom  it  proceeds.  It  is  war,  say  they, 
which  puts  these  powers  in  motion ;  for  they  forget  that  wherever 
slavery  exists  there  is  perpetual  war — that  slavery  itself  is  a  state 
of  war  between  two  races,  where  one  is  for  the  moment  victor — 
pictured  accurately  by  Jefferson  when  he  described  it  as  "permit- 
ting one  half  of  the  citizens  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  other, 
transforming  those  into  enemies,  and  these  into  despots."  There- 
fore, wherever  slavery  exists,  even  in  seeming  peace,  the  war  pow- 
ers may  be  invoked  to  put  an  end  to  a  condition  which  is  interne- 
cine, and  to  overthrow  pretensions  which  are  hostile  to  every  at- 
tribute of  the  Almighty. 

But  it  is  not  on  military  necessity  alone  that  the  concession  is 
made.  There  are  many  who,  as  they  read  the  Constitution  now, 
see  its  powers  over  slavery  more  clearly  than  before.  The  old 
superstition  is  abandoned;  and  they  join  with  Patrick  Henry 
when,  in  the  Virginia  convention,  he  declared  the  power  of  manu- 
mission was  given  to  Congress.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  argue 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  because  it  gave  this 
power.  And  shall  we  be  less  perspicacious  for  freedom  than  this 
Virginia  statesman  was  for  slavery?  Discerning  this  power  he 
confessed  his  dismay ;  but  let  us  confess  our  joy. 

We  have  already  seen  that  slavery  can  find  no  support  in  the 
Constitution.  Glance  now  at  the  positive  provisions  by  which  i1j» 
is  brought  completely  under  the  control  of  Congress. 

1.  First  among  the  powers  of  Congress  and  associated  with 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  is  that  "  to  provide  for  the 


common  defence  and  general  welfare."  It  has  been  questioned 
whether  this  is  a  substantive  power,  or  simply  incident  to  that  with 
which  it  is  associated.  But  it  seems  difficult,  if  not  absurd,  to 
insist  that  Congress  has  not  this  substantive  power.  Shall  it  not 
provide  for  the  common  defence?  Shall  it  not  provide  for  the 
general  welfare  ?  If  it  cannot  do  these  things  in  a  great  crisis 
it  had  better  abdicate.  In  the  discussions  on  the  Constitution  in 
the  Virginia  convention,  Mr.  George  Mason,  one  of  its  most  de- 
cided opponents,  said  :  "  That  Congress  should  have  power  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union,  I  grant."  (2  Eliot's 
Debates,  327.)  But  the  language  of  Patrick  Henry,  to  which 
allusion  has  been  already  made,  was  still  more  explicit.  He  fore- 
saw that  this  power  would  naturally  be  directed  against  slavery, 
and  he  said : 

"  Slavery  is  detested.  We  feel  its  fatal  effects.  We  deplore 
it  with  all  the  pity  of  humanity.  Let  all  these  considerations, 
at  some  future  period,  press  with  full  force  on  the  minds  of  Con- 
gress. Let  that  urbanity  which,  I  trust,  will  distinguish  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  necessity  of  national  defence — let  all  these  things 
operate  on  their  minds;  they  will  search  that  paper  [the  Constitu- 
tion] and  see  if  they  have  the  power  of  manumission.  And  have 
they  not,  sir  ?  Have  they  not  the  power  to  provide  for  the  general 
defence  and  welfare  ?  May  they  not  think  that  they  call  lor  the 
abolition  of  slavery  ?  May  they  not  pronounce  all  the  slaves  free  ? 
And  will  they  not  be  warranted  by  that  power  ?  This  is  no  am- 
biguous implication  or  logical  deduction.  The  paper  speaks  to  the 
point.  They  have  the  power  in  clear  and  unequivocal  terms,  and  will 
clearly  and  certainly  exercise  it." — Eliofs  Debates,  vol.  3.  p.  590. 

Language  could  not  be  more  positive.  To  all  who  ask  for  the 
power  of  Congress  over  slavery,  here  is  a  sufficient  answer;  and 
remember  that  this  is  not  my  speech,  but  the  speech  of  Patrick 
Henry,  who  says  that  the  Constitution  "  speaks  to  the  point." 

2.  Next  comes  the  clause,  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  de- 
clare war ;  to  raise  and  support  armies  ;  to  provide  and  maintain 
a  navy."  A  power  like  this  is  from  its  very  nature  unlimited. — ■ 
In  raising  and  supporting  an  army,  in  providing  and  maintaining 
a  navy,  Congress  is  not  restrained  to  any  particular  class  or  color. 
It  may  call  upon  all  and  authorize  that  contract  which  the  Govern- 
ment makes  Avith  an  enlisted  soldier.  But  such  a  contract  would 
be  in  itself  an  act  of  manumission ;  for  a  slave  cannot  make  a 
contract.  And  if  the  contract  be  followed  by  actual  service,  who 
can  deny  its  completest  efficiency  in  enfranchising  the  soldier- 
slave  and  his  whole  family  ?  Shakspeare,  immortal  teacher,  gives 
expression  to  an  instinctive  sentiment  when  he  makes  Henry  V, 
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on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  A gincourt,  encourages  his  men  by  pro- 
mising, 

"  For  he  to-day  th^t  sheds  his  blood  with  me, 
Shall  be  my  brother  ;  bp  he  ne'er  so  vile, 
This  day  shall  gentle  his  cuiidilion." 

3.  There  is  still  another  clause:  "The  United  States  shall 
guaranty  to  every  state  in  this  Uuion  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment." There  again  is  a  plain  duty.  But  the  question  recurs, 
what  is  a  republican  form  of  government  ?  John  Adams,  in  the 
correspondence  of  his  old  age,  says  : 

"  The  customary  meanings  of  the  words  republic  and  common- 
wealth have  been  infinite.  They  have  been  applied  to  every  Gov- 
ernment under  heaven ;  that  of  Turkey  and  that  of  Spain,  as  well 
as  that  of  Athens  and  of  Rome,  of  Geneva  and  San  Marino." — 
John  Adam's  Works,  volume  10,  page  378.  * 

But  the  guarantee  of  a  republican  form  of  government  must 
have  a  meaning  congenial  with  the  purposes  of  the  Constitution. 
If  a  Government  like  that  of  Turkey,  or  even  like  that  of  Venice, 
could  come  within  tlie  scope  of  this  guarantee,  it  would  be  of  little 
value.  It  would  be  words  and  nothing  more.  Evidently  it  must 
be  construed  so  as  to  uphold  the  Constitution  according  to  all  the 
promises  of  its  preamble,  and  Mr.  Madison  has  left  a  record,  first 
published  to  the  Senate  by  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  CoLLAMER,]  the  chairman  of' the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  showing  that  it  was  originally  suggested  in  part  by  the 
fear  of  slavery,  so  that  in  construing  it  we  must  not  forget  slavery. 
The  preamble  and  the  record  are  important,  disclosing  the  real 
intention  of  this  guarantee.  But  no  American  need  be  at  a  loss 
to  designate  some  of  the  distinctive  elements  of  a  republic  ac- 
cording to  the  idea  of  American  institutions.  These  will  be 
found,  first,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  by  which  it  is 
solemnly  announced  "  that  all  men  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  thc^.e  are  life,  liberty. 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  And  they  will  be  found,  secondly, 
in  that  other  guarantee  and  prohibition  of  the  Constitution,  in 
harmony  with  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  "iVb|je?-5on  shall 
be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  loitJimd  due  process  of  law y 
Such  are  some  of  the  essential  elements  of  a  "  republican  form  of 
government,"  which  cannot  be  disowned  by  us  without  disowning 
the  very  muniments  of  our  liberties  ;  and  it  is  these  which  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  guaranty.  But  all  these  make 
slavery  impossible.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  this  result  was  not  an- 
ticipated. It  would  be,  then,  only  anotlier  illustration  that  our 
lathers  "builded  wiser  than  they  knew." 

4.  But,  independent  of  the  clause  of  guarantee,  there  is  the 
clause  just  quoted,  which  in  itself  is  a  source  of  power  :  "No  jicr- 
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son  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  withvut  due  pro- 
ce.-is  of  laic."  This  was  a  part  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion proposed  by  the  First  Congress,  under  the  popular  demand 
for  a  Bill  of  Rights.  Though- brief,  it  is  in  itself  alone  a  whole 
Bill  of  Rights.  Liberty  can  be  lost  only  by  "  due  process  of  law," 
words  borrowed  from  the  old  liberty-loving  common  law,  illustra- 
ted by  our  master  in  law,  Lord  Coke,  but  best  explained  by  the 
late  Mr.  Justice  Bronson,  of  New  York,  in  a  judicial  opinion 
where  he  says : 

"  The  meaning  of  the  section  then  seems  to  be,  that  no  member 
of  the  State  shall  be  disfranchised  or  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights  or 
privileges  unless  the  matter  shall  be  adjudged  against  him  upon 
trial  had  according  to  the  course  of  common  law.  The  words 
'due  process  of  law '  in  this  place  cannot  mean  less  than  a  prose- 
cution or  suit  instituted  and  conducted  according  to  the  prescribed 
forms  and  solemnities  for  ascertaining  guilt  or  detei  mining  the 
title  to  property." — 4  Hiirs  Reports,  146. 

Such  is  the  protection  which  is  thrown  by  the  Constitution  over 
every  "person,"  without  distinction  of  race  or  color,  class  or 
condition.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  universality  of  this 
protection.  All,  without  exception,  come  within  its  scope.  Its 
natural  meaning  is  plain;  but  there  is  an  incident  of  history 
which  makes  it  plainer  still,  excluding  all  possibility  of  misconcep- 
tion. A  clause  of  this  character  was  originally  recommended  as 
an  amendment  by  two  slave  States,  North  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
but  it  was  restrained  by  them  to  freemen,  thus :  "  No  freemen 
ought  to  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property  but  by  the 
lav  of  the  land.''''  But,  when  the  recommendation  came  before 
Congress,  the  word  "  person  "  was  substituted  for  "  freemen,"  and 
the  more  searching  phrase  "due  process  of  law"  was  substituted 
for  "  the  law  of  the  land."  In  making  this  change,  rejecting  the 
recommendation  of  two  slave  States,  the  authors  of  this  amend- 
ment revealed  their  purpose,  that  no  person  wearing  the  human 
form  should  be  deprived  of  liberty  without  due  process  of  law ; 
and  the  proposition  was  adopted  by  the  votes  of  Congress  and 
then  of  the  States  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  Clearly  on  its 
face  it  is  an  express  guarantee  of  personal  liberty  and  an  express 
prohibition  against  its  invasion  anywhere. 

In  the  iace  of  this  guarantee  and  prohibition — for  it  is  both — 
how  can  any  "  person  "  be  held  as  a  slave?  But  it  is  sometimes 
said  that  this  provision  must  be  restrained  to  places  within  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  national  Government.  Let  me  say 
frankly  that  such  formerly  was  my  own  impression,  often  avowed 
in  this  Chamber :  but  I  never  doubted  its  complete  ef&cacy  to  ren- 
der slavery  unconstitutional  in  all  such  places,  so  that  "  no  per- 
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son"  oonld  be  held  as  a  slave  at  the  national  Capitol  or  in  anj 
national  territory.  Constitutionally  slavery  has  always  been  an 
outlaw  wherever  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  was  applica- 
ble. Nobody  doubted  that  it  was  binding  on  the  national  courts, 
and  yet  it  was  left  unexecuted — a  dead  letter,  killed  by  the  pre- 
dominant influence  of  slavery,  until  at  last  Congress  was  obliged 
by  legislative  act  to  do  what  the  courts  had  failed  to  do,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  slavery  in  the  national  Capitol  and  national  terri- 
tories. 

But  there  are  no  words  in  this  guarantee  and  prohibition  by 
which  they  are  restrained  to  any  exclusive  jurisdiction.     They 
are  broad  and  general  as  the  Constitution  itself;  and  since  they 
are  in  support  of  human  rights  they  cannot  be  restrained  by  any 
interpretation.    There  is  no  limitation  in  them,  and  nobody  can  sup- 
ply any  such  limitation,  without  encountering  the  venerable  max- 
im of  law,  Impins  ct  crudelis  qui  libertati  non  favet — "Impious 
and  cruel  is  he  who  does  not  favor  liberty."     Long  enough  courts 
and    Congress   have  merited  this    condemnation.     The  time  has 
come  when  they  should  merit  it  no  longer.     The  Constitution 
should  become  a  living  letter  under  the  predominant  influence  of 
freedom.     It  is  this  conviction  which  has  brought  petitioners  to 
Congress,  during  the  present  session,  asking  that  the  Constitution 
shall  be  simply  executed  against  slavery  and  not  altered.     Ah  ! 
sir,  it  would  be  a  glad  sight  to  see  that  Constitution,  which  we 
have  all  sworn  to  support,  interpreted  generously,  nobly,  glorious- 
ly for  freedom,  so  tliat  everywhere  within  its  influence  the  chains 
should  drop  from  the  slave.     If  it  be  said  that  this  was  not  anti- 
cipated at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  I  remind 
you  of  the  words  of  Patrick   Henry  at  the   time  when  he  said, 
"  the  paper  speaks  to  the  point."     No  doubt.     It  does  speak  to 
the    point,    especially    since    the   adoption    of  the    amendments. 
Cicero  preferred  to  err  with  Plato  rather  than  to  think  right  with 
other  men.     And  pardon  me  if  on  this  occasion,  when  my  country 
is  in  peril  from  slavery,  and  when  human  rights  are  to  be  rescued, 
I  prefer  to  err  with  Patrick  Henry,  in  assuming  power  for  free- 
dom, rather  than  to  think  right   with  Senators  who  hesitate  in 
such  a  cause. 

Mr.  President,  thus  stands  the  case.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Constiiution  on  which  slavery  can  rest,  or  find  any  the  least  sup- 
port. Even  on  the  face  of  that  instrument  it  is  an  outlaw;  but  if 
we  look  further  into  its  provisions  we  find  at  least  four  distinct 
sources  of  power,  which,  if  executed,  must  render  slavery  impos- 
sible, while  the  preamble  makes  them  all  vital  for  freedom :  first, 
the  power  to  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  general  welfare; 
secondly,  the  power  to  raise  armies  and  maintain  navies;  thirdly, 
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the  power  to  guaranty  to  every  State  a  republican  form -of  gov- 
erament;  and  fourthly,  the  power  to  secure  liberty  to  every  per- 
son restrained  without  due  process  of  law.  But  all  these  provis- 
ions are  something  more  than  powers ;  they  are  duties  also.  And 
yet  we  are  constantly  and  painfully  reminded  in  this  Chamber 
that  pending  measures  against  slavery  are  unconstitutional.  Sir, 
this  is  an  immense  mistake.  Nothing  against  slavery  can  be  uncon- 
stitutional.    It  is  only  hesitation  which  is  unconstitutional. 

And  yet  slavery  still  exists — in  defiance  of  all  these  requirements 
of  the  Constitution;  nay,  more,  in  defiance  of  reason  and  justice, 
which  can  never  be  disobeyed  with  impunity • — it  exists,  the  per- 
petual spoiler  of  human  rights  and  disturber  of  the  public  peace, 
degrading  master  as  well  as  slave,  corrupting  society,  weakening 
C  overnment,  impoverishing  the  very  soil  itself,  and  impairing  the 
nii-tural  resources  of  the  country.  Such  an  outrage,  so  offensive  in 
e^very  respect,  not  only  to  the  Constitution,  but  also  to  the  whole 
syijtem  of  order  by  which  the  universe  is  governed,  is  plainly  a 
national  nuisance,  which,  for  the  general  welfare,  and  In  the  name  of 
ju'.'.tice,  ought  to  be  abated.  But  at  this  moment,  when  it  menaces 
the  national  life,  it  will  not  be  enough  to  treat  slavery  merely  as 
a  nuisance,  for  it  is  much  more.  It  is  a  public  enemy  and  traitor 
wlierever  it  shows  itself,  to  be  subdued,  in  the  discharge  of  solemn 
guarantees  of  Government  and  of  personal  rights,  and  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  unquestionable  and  indefeasable  rights  of  self-defense. 
AH  now  admit  that  in  the  rebel  States  it  is  a  jmblic  enemy  and 
traitor,  so  that  the  rebellion  may  be  seen  in  slavery,  and  slavery 
may  be  seen  in  the  rebellion.  But  slavery  throughout  the  coun- 
try, everywhere  within  the  national  limits,  is  a  living  unit,  one  and 
indivisible — so  that  even  outside  the  rebel  States  it  is  the  same 
public  enemy  and  traitor,  lending  succor  to  the  rebellion,  and 
holding  out  "blue  lights"  to  encourage  and  direct  its  operations. 
But  whether  regarded  as  national  nuisance  or  as  public  enemy 
and  traitor,  it  is  obnoxious  to  the  same  judgment  and  must  be 
abolished. 

If,  in  abolishing  slavery,  any  injury  were  done  to  the  just 
interests  of  any  human  being,  or  to  any  rights  of  any  kind,  there 
might  be  something  •«  to  give  us  pause,"  even  against  these  iri'e- 
sistible  requirements.  But  nothing  of  the  kind  can  ensue.  No 
just  interests  and  no  rights  can  suffer.  It  is  the  rare  felicity  of 
such  an  act,  as  well  outside  as  inside  the  rebel  States,  that,  while 
striking  a  blow  at  the  rebellion,  and  assuring  future  tranquility, 
so  that  the  Republic  shall  no  longer  be  a  house  divided  against 
itself,  it  will  add  at  once  to  the  value  of  the  whole  fee  simple 
wherever  slavery  exists,  will  secure  individual  rights,  and  will 
advance  civilization  itself. 
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There  is  another  motive  to  abolish  slavery  at  this  time.  Em- 
battled armies  now  stand  face  to  lace,  on  the  one  side  fighting  for 
slavery.  The  gauntlet  that  has  been  flung  down  we  have  yet 
taken  up  only  in  part.  In  abolishing  slavery  entirely  we  take  up 
the  gauntlet  entirely.  Then  we  can  look  with  confidence  to  the 
blessings  of  Almighty  God  apon  our  arms.  "  'Till  America  comes 
into  this  measure,"  said  John  Jay  during  the  Revolution,  "her 
prayers  to  Heaven  will  be  impious."  So  long  as  we  sustain 
slavery,  so  long  as  we  hesitate  to  strike  at  it,  the  heavy  battalions 
of  our  armies  will  fail  in  power.  Sir  Giles  Overreach  found  his 
sword,  as  he  attempted  to  draw  it,  "  glued  with  orphan's  tears." 
Let  not  our  soldiers  find  their  swords  "glued"  with  the  tears  of 
the  slave. 

There  is  one  question  and  only  one  which  rises  in  our  path  ;  and 
this  only  because  the  national  representatives  have  so  long  been 
drugged  and  drenched  with  slavery,  which  they  have  taken  in  all 
forms,  whether  of  dose  or  douche,  that,  like  a  long-sufifering  pa- 
tient, they  are  not  yet  emancipated  from  its  influence.  I  refer,  of 
course,  to  the  question  of  compensation  under  the  shameful  as- 
sumption that  there  can  be  property  in  man.  Sir,  there  was  a 
moment  when  1  was  willing  to  pay  money  largely,  or  at  least  to 
any  reasonable  amount,  for  emancipation;  but  it  was  as  ransom^ 
and  never  as  compensation.  Thank  God!  that  time  has  now 
passed,  never  to  return;  and  simply  because  money  is  no  longer 
needed  for  the  purpose.  Our  fathers,  under  Washington,  never 
paid  the  Algerines  for  the  emancipation  of  our  enslaved  fellow- 
citizens,  except  as  ransom,  and  they -ceased  all  such  tribute  when 
emancipation  could  l)e  had  without  it.  Such  must  be  our  rule 
now.  Any  other  rule  would  be  to  impoverish  the  Treasury  for 
nothing.  The  time  has  come  for  the  old  tocsin  to  sound,  "  Mil- 
lions for  defense,  not  a  cent  for  tribute."  Ay,  sir ;  millions  of 
dollars — with  millions  of  strong  arms  also — to  defend  our  country 
against  slave-masters;  but  not  a  cent  for  tribute  to  slave- 
masters. 

But  if  money  is  to  be  paid  as  compensation,  clearly  it  cannot 
go  to  the  master,  who  for  generations  has  robbed  the  slave  of  his 
toil  and  all  its  fruits,  so  that,  in  justice,  he  may  be  regarded  now 
as  the  trustee  of  accumulated  earnings  with  interest  which  he  has 
never  paid  over.  Any  money  paid  as  compensation  must  belong, 
every  dollar  of  it,  to  the  slave.  If  the  case  were  audited  in 
Heaven's  chancery,  there  must  be  another  allowance  for  the  denial 
of  inestimable  rights.  The  loss  of  wages  may  be  estimated,  but 
where  is  the  tariff  or  price-current  by  which  those  other  losses 
which  have  been  the  lot  of  every  slave  shall  be  determined  ? 
Mortal  arithmetic  is  impotent  to  assess  the  fearful  sum  total.     In 
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pi-esence  of  this  infinite  responsibility  the  whole  question  must  be 
referred  to  that  other  tribunal  where  master  and  slave  will  be 
equal,  while  infinite  wisdom  tempers  justice  with  mercy. 

But  the  proposition  of  compensation  is  founded  on  the  intolerable 
assumption  of  property  in  man,  an  idea  which  often  intrudes  into 
these  debates,  sometimes  from  its  open  vindicators  and  sometimes 
from  others,  who  reluctantly  recotrnizc  it,  but  allow  it  to  influence 
their  conduct  which  is  thus  '*  sicklied  o'er  "  with  slavery.  Sir, 
parliamentary  law  must  be  observed  :  but  if  an  outburst  of  indi,2;- 
nant  hisses  were  ever  justiable  in  a  parliamentary  assembly  it 
ouaht  to  break  forth  at  every  mention  of  this  proposition,  what- 
ever form  it  may  take — whether  of  daring  assumption,  or  the 
mildest  stiggestion,  or  equivocation  even.  Impious  toward  God 
and  insulting-  toward  man,  it  is  disowned  alike  by  the  conscience 
and  the  reason  ;  nor  is  there  any  softness  of  argument  or  phrase  by 
which  its  essential  wickedness  can  be  disguised.  The  fool  hath 
said  in  his  heart  that  there  is  no  God;  but  it  is  kindred  folly  to 
say  that  there  is  no  Man.  The  first  is  Atheism,  and  the  second  is 
like  unto  the  first. 

Foremost  of  all  persons  in  history  who  have  vindicated  human 
liberty,  and  associated  their  names  with  it  forevermore,  stands 
John  Milton,  the  Secretary  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  the  author  of 
Paradise  Lost.  Cradled  under  a  lawless  royalty,  he  helped  to 
found  and  support  the  English  Commonwealth,  while  in  all  that 
he  wrote  he  pleaded  for  human  rights  now  in  defense  of  the  Eng- 
lish people,  who  had  beheaded  their  king,  and  now  in  immortal 
poems  which  show  how  wisely  and  well  he  loved  the  cause  which 
he  had  made  his  own.  Nowhere  has  the  assumption  of  property 
in  man  been  encountered  more  completely,  than  in  the  conversa- 
tion between  the  Archangel  and  Adam,  after  the  former  had  pic- 
tured a  hunter  whose  game  was  '•  men,  not  beasts  :" 

'  O  execrable  Son  !  so  to  aspire 
Above  his  brethren,  to  himself  assuming 
Authority  usurped,  from  God  cot  given  ! 
He  gave  us  only  over  beast,  fish,  fowl. 
Dominion  absolute  ;  that  right  we  hold 
By  His  donation;  but  man  over  men 
He  made  not  Lord,  such  title  to  Himself 
Reserving,  human  left  from  human  free. 

Paradise  Lost,  Book  Twelve — 64 — 73. 

But  every  asserter  of  property  in  man  puts  himself  in  the  very 
place  of  this  hunter  of  '-men,  not  beasts,"  who  is  described  as 
'•  execrable  son  so  to  aspire."  The  language  is  strong,  but  not  too" 
strong.  "Execrable"  is  the  assumption ;  "execrable"  wherever 
made;  '-execrable"  on  the  plantation;  "execrable"  in  this  cham- 
ber; "  execrable"  in  all  its  forms;  "  execrable"  in  all  its  conse- 
quences; especially  "execrable"  as  an  apology  for  hesitation 
against  slavery.     The  assumption,  wherever  it  shows  itself,  must 
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like  riatan  himself,  in  whom  it  has  its  origin,  be  beaten  down 
under  our  feet. 

Again,  we  are  brought  by  learned  Senators  to  the  Constitution, 
which  requires  that  there  shall  be  "just  compensation"  where 
*'  private  property"  is  taken  for  public  use.  But  plainly  on  the 
present  ocasion  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution  is  absolutely 
inapplicable,  for  there  is  no  "  private  property"  to  take.  Slavery 
is  but  a  bundle  of  barbarous  pretensions,  from  which  certain  per- 
sons are  to  be  released.  At  what  price  shall  these  pretensions  be 
estimated?  How  much  shall  be  paid  for  the  controlling  preten- 
sion of  property  in  man  ?  How  much  shall  be  allowed  for  that 
other  pretension  to  shut  the  gates  of  knowledge,  and  keep  the 
victim  from  the  Book  of  Life?  How  much  shall  be  expended  to 
redeem  the  pretension  to  rob  a  human  being  of  all  the  fruits  of 
ihis  toil?  And,  sir,  what  "just  compensation"  shall  be  voted  for 
the  renunciation  of  that  Heaven-defying  pretension,  too  disgust- 
ing to  picture,  which,  trampling  on  the  most  sacred  relations, 
-makes  wife  and  child  the  wretched  prey  of  lust  or  avarice  ? 
Let  these  pretensions  be  renounced,  and  slavery  ceases  to  exist ; 
but  there  can  be  no  "just  compensation"  for  any  such  renuncia- 
tion. The  human  heart,  reason,  religion,  the  Constitution  itself, 
i-ise  in  judgment  against  it.  As  well  vote  "just  compensation  " 
to  the  hardened  offender  who  renounces  his  disobedience  to  the 
Ten  Commandments,  and  promises  that  he  will  cease  to  steal — 
that  he  will  cease  to  commit  adultery — and  that  he  will  cease  to 
■covet  his  neighbor's  wife !  Aye,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  sanction  any  such  outrage.  Such  an  appropriation 
would  be  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Madison  said  in  the  convention  that  "  it  was  wrong  to  ad- 
mit in  the  Constitution  the  idea  that  there  could  be  property  in 
man."  (3  Madison  Papers,  17<i9.)  Of  course  it  was  wrong,  It 
was  criminal  and  unpardonable.  Thank  God !  it  was  not  done. 
But  Senators  admit  this  "idea"  daily.  They  take  it  from  thera- 
gelves,  and  then  introduce  it  where  Mr.  Madison  said  it  was 
"wrong."  But  if  it  was  "wrong"  at  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
Btitution  to  do  this  thing,  how  much  worse  is  it  now !  There  is 
no  instinct  of  patriotism,  as  there  is  no  conclusion  of  reason, 
which  must  not  be  against  the  abomiuation ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  al- 
lowed to  enter  into  these  debates.  Sometimes  it  stalks,  and 
sometimes  it  skulks ;  but  whether  stalking  or  skulking,  it  must  be 
encountered  with  the  same  indignant  rebuke,  until  it  shall  no 
longer  venture  to  show  its  head. 

Putting  aside,  then,  all  objections  that  have  been  interposed, 
whether  proceeding  from  open  opposition  or  from  lukewarm  sup- 
port, the  great   question  recurs — that  question  which   dominates 
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this  whole  debate,  how  shall  slavery  be  overthrown  ?  The  answer 
is  three-fold :  first,  by  the  courts,  declaring  and  applying  the  true 
principles  of  the  Constitution;  secondly,  by  Congress,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  which  belong  to  it;  and,  thirdly,  by  the 
people,  through  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  Courts,  Con- 
gress, people,  all  may  be  invoked,  and  the  occasion  will  justify 
the  appeal. 

1.  Let  the  appeal  be  made  to  the  courts.  But  alas  !  one  of  the 
saddest  chapters  in  our  history  has  been  the  conduct  of  judges, 
who  have  lent  themselves  to  the  support  of  slavery.  Injunctions 
of  the  Constitution,  guarantees  of  personal  liberty,  and  prohibi- 
tions against  its  invasion,  have  all  been  forgotten.  Courts,  which 
should  have  been  asylums  of  liberty,  have  been  changed  into 
strongholds  of  slaver}^  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  final  decision  as  shocking  to  the  Constitution  as  to 
the  public  conscience,  proclaimed  itself  the  tutelary  stronghold  of 
all.  It  has  been  part  of  the  calamity  of  the  times,  that,  under 
the  influence  of  slavery,  justice,  like  Astreea  of  old,  had  fled.  But 
now  at  last,  in  a  regenerated  Republic,  with  the  power  of  slavery 
waning,  and  the  people  rising  in  judgment  against  it,  let  us  hope 
that  the  judgments  of  courts  may  be  reconsidered,  and  that  the 
powers  of  the  Constitution  in  behalf  of  liberty  may  be  fully  exer- 
cised, so  that  human  bondage  shall  no  longer  find  an  unnatural 
support  from  the  lips  of  judges. 

" and  ancient  frauds  shall  fail. 

Returning  Justice  lift  aloft  her  scale." 

Sir,  no  court  can  afford  to  do  an  act  of  wrong.  Its  business  is 
justice ;  and  when,  under  any  apology,  it  ceases  to  do  justice,  it 
loses  those  titles  to  reverence  which  otherwise  are  so  willingly 
bestowed.  There  are  instances  of  great  magistrates  who  have 
openly  declared  their  disobedience  to  laws  "  against  common  right 
and  reason,"  and  their  names  are  men tion,ed  with  gratitude  in  the 
history  of  jurisprudence.  There  are  other  instances  of  men  hold- 
ing the  balance  and  the  sword,  whose  names  have  been  gathered 
into  a  volume  as  "atrocious  judges."  If  our  judges,  who  have 
cruelly  interpreted  the  Constitution  in  favor  of  slavery,  do  not 
come  into  the  latter  class,  they  clearly  can  claim  no  place  among 
those  others  who  have  stood  for  justice,  like  the  rock  on  which  the 
sea  breaks  in  idle  spray.  Vainly  do  you  attempt  to  frame  injustice 
into  a  law,  or  to  sanctify  it  by  any  judgment  of  court.  From 
Cicero  we  learn  that  ~"  if  laws  were  made  merely  by  the  ordinan- 
ces of  the  people,  the  decrees  of  princes,  or  the  sentences  of  judges^ 
then  the  setting  up  forged  wills  might  be  lawful,  adultery  might 
be  lawful."  {De  Legihns,  Lib.  I,  §  16  ;)  and  Augustine  tells  us 
with  saintly  authority,  that  what  is  unjust  cannot  be  law.     Every 
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law  and  every  judgment  of  court,  to  be  binding,  must  have  at  its 
back  the  everlasting,  irrepealable  law  of  God.  Doubtless  the 
model  decision  of  the  American  Bench,  destined  to  be  quoted 
hereafter  with  the  most  honor,  because  tlie  boldest  in  its  conform- 
ity with  the  great  principles  of  humanity  and  social  order,  was 
that  of  the  Vermont  judge,  who  refufjed  to  surrender  a  fugitive 
slave  until  his  pretended  master  could  show  a  title-deed  from  the 
Almighty. 

But  the  courts  have  no  longer  any  occasion  for  such  boldness. 
They  need  not  step  outside  the  Constitution.  It  is  only  needed 
that  they  should  follow  just  principles  in  its  interpretation.  liet 
them  be  guided  by  a  teacher  like  Edmund  Burke,  who  spoke  as 
follows : 

"iHea  cannot  covenant  themselves  out  oftJieir  rights  and  their  duties; 
nor  by  any  other  means  can  arbitrary  power  be  conveyed  to  any 
man.  Those  who  give  to  others  such  rights,  perform  acts  that  are 
void  as  they  are  given."         *         «  ■^         -;^         *         * 

*  *  "  Those  who  give  and  those  who  receive  arbitrary 
power  are  alike  criminal,  and  there  is  no  man  but  is  bound  to 
resist  nt  to  the  best  of  his  power,  wherever  it  shows  its  face  in  the 
world.  It  is  a  crime  to  bear  it  wherever  it  can  be  rationally  sha- 
ken off." — Speech  on  Impeachment  of  Warren  Hastings. 

Or,  let  them  be  guided  by  that  other  teacher,  Lord  Chatham, 
when  he  said ; 

"With  respect  to  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  justice,  I  am  far 
from  denying  their  due  weight  and  authority ;  yet  placing  them 
in  the  most  respectable  view,  I  will  consider  them,  not  as  lasv, 
but  as  an  evidence  of  the  law  ;  and  before  they  can  arrive  at  even 
that  degree  of  authority,  it  must  appear  that  they  are  founded  in, 
and  confirmed  by,  reason ;  that  they  are  supported  by  precedents, 
taken  from  good  and  moderate  times ;  that  they  do  not  contradict 
any  positive  law ;  that  they  are  submitted  to  without  reluctance 
by  the  people;  that  they  are  unquestioned  by  the  legislature, 
(which  is  equivalent  to  a  tacit  confirmation)  ;  and  what,  in  my 
judgment  is  by  far  the  most  important,  that  they  do  not  violate  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.''^ — Speech  of  Lord  Chatham  in  1770,  with 
regard  to  the  proceedings  on  the  Middlesex  Election. 

If  courts  were  thus  inspired,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  slavery  would 
disappear  under  their  righteous  judgment. 

2.  But  unhappily  the  courts  will  not  perform  the  duty  of  the 
hour,  and  we  must  look  elsewhere.  An  appeal  must  be  made  to 
Congress;  and  here,  as  has  been  fully  developed,  the  powers  are 
ample,  unless  in  their  interpretation  you  surrender  in  advance  to 
slavery.  By  a  single  brief  statute,  Congress  may  sweep  slavery 
out  of  existence.     Patrick  Henry  saw  and  declared  that,  under 
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the  influence  of  a  growing  detestation  of  slavery  and  the  increas- 
ing "  urbanity"  of  the  people,  this  must  be  expected,  while  all  the 
capacious  war  powcvo  proclaim  trumpet-tongued  that  it  can  be 
done  conntitutlonally,  •\nd  the  peace  powers  now  echo  back  the 
war  powers. 

Of  course  we  encounter  here  again  the  "execrable  "  pretension 
of  property  in  man,  and  the  claim  of  "just  compensation"  for  the 
renunciation  of  Heaven-defying  wrongs.  But  this  pretension  is 
uo  more  applicable  to  abolition  by  act  of  Congress  than  to  aboli- 
tion by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution;  m  that  if  the  claim  of 
"just  compensation"  can  be  discarded  in  one  case  it  can  be  in  the 
other.  But  the  votes  that  have  already  been  taken  in  the  Senate 
on  the  latter  proposition  testify  that  it  is  discarded.  Sir,  let  the 
"execrable"  pretension  never  again  be  named,  except  for  condem- 
nation, no  matter  how  or  when  it  appears  or  what  the  form  it  may 
take.  Let  the  "idea,"  which  was  originally  branded  as  so 
"  wrong"  that  it  could  not  find  a  place  in  the  Constitution,  never 
find  a  place  in  our  debates. 

But  even  if  Congress  be  not  prepared  for  that  single  decisive 
measure  which  shall  promptly  put  an  end  to  this  whole  question 
and  strike  slavery  to  death,  there  are  other  mensures  by  which 
this  end  may  be  hastened.  The  towering  Upas  may  be  girdled, 
even  if  it  may  not  be  felled  at  once  to  the  earth.  Already,  by 
acts  of  Congress,  slavery  has  been  abolished  in  the  national  capi- 
tal and  in  the  national  territories.     But  this  is  not  enough. 

The  fugitive  slave  bill,  conceived  in  iniquity  and  imposed  upon 
the  North  as  a  badge  of  subjugation,  may  be  repealed. 

The  coastwise  slave  trade  may  be  deprived  of  all  support  in  the 
statute  book. 

The  traffic  in  human  beings,  as  an  article  of  "  commerce  among 
the  States,"  may  be  extirpated. 

And,  above  all,  that  odious  rule  of  evidence,  so  injurious  to 
justice  and  discreditable  to  the  country,  excluding  the  testimony 
of  colored  persons  in  national  courts,  may  be  aboli^^hed. 

And  there  is  one  other  thing  which  must  done.  The  enlistment 
of  colored  persons  must  be  encouraged  by  legislation  in  every 
possible  form ;  for  enlistment  is  emancipation.  That  contract  by 
which  the  soldier-slave  promises  service  at  the  hazard  of  life,  like 
the  contract  of  marriage,  fixes  the  equality  of  the  parties,  which 
Congress,  for  the  national  defense,  and  the  national  character  also, 
must  sacredly  maintain. 

All  these  things  at  least  may  be  done,  and,  when  they  are  done. 
Heaven  and  earth  will  be  glad,  for  they  will  see  an  assurance  that 
all  will    be  dcnft. 
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But  even  these  will  not  be  enough.  The  people  must  be  sum- 
moned to  confirm  the  whole  work.  It  is  for  them  to  put  the  cap- 
stone upon  the  sublime  structure.  An  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution may  do  what  courts  and  Congress  decline  to  do,  or,  even 
should  they  act,  it  may  cover  their  action  with  its  panoply.  Such  an 
amendment,  in  any  event,  will  give  completeness  and  permanence 
to  emancipation  and  bring  the  Constitution  into  avowed  harmony 
with  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Happy  day,  long  wished 
'for,  destined  to  gladden  those  beautified  spirits  who  have  labored 
on  earth  to  this  end,  but  died  without  the  sight. 

And  yet  let  us  not  indiscreetly  take  counsel  of  our  hopes.  From 
the  nature  of  the  case  such  an  amendment  cannot  be  consummated 
at  once.  Time  must  intervene,  with  opportunities  of  opposition.  It 
can  pass  Congress  only  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches. 
And  when  it  has  passed  both  branches  of  Congress  it  must  be 
adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  three- fourths  of  the  States.  Even 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  it  is  impossible  to  say 
when  it  can  become  part  of  the  Constitution.  Too  tardily,  I  fear, 
for  all  the  good  that  is  sought.  Therefore  I  am  not  content  with 
this  measure  alone.  It  postpones  till  to-morrow  what  ought  to  be 
done  to-day;  and  I  much  fear  that  it  may  be  made  an  apology  for 
indifference  to  other  propositions,  which  are  of  direct  practical 
significance ;  as  if  it  were  not  unpardonable  to  neglect  for  a  day 
the  duties  we  owe  to  Human  Rights. 

"To-raovrow,  ani  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow, 
Creeps  in   ttiis  petty   pace  Irom  day  to  day. 
To  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time  ; 
And  all  our  yesterdays  have  lighted  fools 
The  way  to  dusty  death  " 

For  myself  let  me  confess  that,  in  presence  of  the  mighty  events 
of  the  day,  I  feel  how  i:isignificant  is  any  individual,  whether 
citizen  or  Senator;  and  yet,  humbly  longing  to  do  my  part,  I  can-^ 
not  consent  to  put  off"  till  to-morrow  what  ought  to  be  done  to  day. 
Beyond  my  general  desire  to  see  an  act  of  universal  emancipation 
that  shall  at  once  and  forever  settle  this  great  question,  so  that  it 
may  no  longer  be  the  occasion  of  strife  between  us,  there  are  two 
other  ideas  which  are  ever  present  to  my  mind  as  a  practical 
legislature:  first,  to  strike  at  slavery  wherever  I  can  hit  it;  and 
secondly,  to  clean  thestatuebookof  all  existing  supports  of  slaver}^, 
so  that  it  may  find  nothing  there  to  which  it  may  cling  for  life. 
To  do  less  than  this  at  the  present  moment,  when  slavery  is  still 
menacing,  would  be  an  abandonment  of  duty. 

So  long  as  a  single  slave  continues  anywhere  beneath  the  flag 
of  the  Republic  I  am  unwilling  to  rest.  Too  well  I  know  the 
vitality  of  slavery  with  its  infinite  capacity  of  propagation,  and 
how  little  slavery  it  takes  to  make  a  slave  State  with  all  the  cruel 
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pretensions  of  slavery.  The  down  of  a  single  thistle  is  full  of  all 
possible  thistles,  and  a  single  fish  is  said  to  contain  two  hundred 
millions  of  eggs,  so  that  the  whole  sea  might  be  stocked  from  its 
womb. 

The  founder  of  political  science  in  modern  times,  writer  as 
well  as  statesman,  Machiavelli,  in  his  most  instructive  work,  the 
Discourses  on  Livy,  has  a  chapter  entitled,  "To  have  long  life  in 
a  republic,  it  is  neccessary  to  di-aw  it  back  often  to  its  origin :  " 
and  in  the  chapter, he  shows  how  the  original  virtue  in  which  a 
republic  was  founded  becomes  so  far  corrupted,  that,  in  the  pro- 
cess of  time,  the  body-politic  must  be  destroyed ;  as  in  the  case 
of  the  natural  body,  where,  according  to  the  doctors  of  medicine, 
there  is  someting  added  daily  which  perpetually  requires  cure, 
quod  quotidie  aggregatur  aliquid,  quod  quandoque  indiget  curatione. 
He  teaches  under  this  head  that  republics  are  brought  back  to 
their  origin,  and  the  principles  in  which  they  were  founded,  by 
pressure  without  where  prudence  fails  within,  and  he  aflirms  that 
the  destruction  of  Rome  by  the  Gauls  was  necessary  that  the 
republic  might  have  a  new  birth,  and  thus  acquire  new  life  and 
new  virtue,  all  of  which  ensued  when  the  barbarians  had  been 
driven  back.  The  illustration,  perhaps  is  fanciful,  but  there  is 
wisdom  in  the  counsel,  and  now  the  time  has  come  for  its  applica- 
tion. The  Gauls  are  upon  us,  not,  however,  from  a  distance,  but 
domestic  Gauls,  and  we,  too,  may  profit  by  the  occasion  to  secure 
for  the  Republic  a  new  birth,  that  it  may  acquire  new  life  and 
new  virtue.  Happily,  in  our  case  the  way  is  easy,  for  it  is  only 
neccessary  to  carry  the  Republic  back  to  its  baptismal  vows,  and 
the  declared  sentim'^nts  of  its  origin.  There  is  the  Declaration 
of  Independence :  let  its  solemn  promises  be  redeemed.  There  is 
the  Constitution:  let  it  speak,  according  to  tlie  promises  of  the 
Declaration. 

Mr.  President,  the  immediate  question  now  before  us  is  on  the 
proposition  to  prohibit  slavery  everywhere  throughout  the  whole 
country  by  constitutional  amendment;  and  here  I  hope  to  be 
indulged  for  a  moment  with  regard  to  the  form  which  it  should 
take.  A  new  text  of  the  Constitution  cannot  be  considered  too 
carefully  even  in  this  respect,  especially  when  it  embodies  a  new 
article  of  freedom.  Here  for  a  moment  we  are  performing  some- 
thing of  that  duty  which  belongs  to  the  conditores  imperii,  placed 
foremost  by  Lord  Bacon  among  the  actors  in  human  affairs,  and 
"  words  "  become  "  things. "  From  the  magnitude  of  the  task  we 
may  naturally  borrow  circumspection,  and  I  aj^proach  this  part  of 
the  question  with  suggestion  rather  than  argument. 

Let  me  say  frankly  that  I  should  prefer  a  form  of  expression 
different  from  that  which  has  the  sanction  of  the  committee.    They 
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have  selected  what  was  intended  for  the  old  Jeffersonian  ordinance 
sacred  in  our  history,  although,  let  me  add,  they  have  not  imitated 
it  closely.  But  I  must  be  pardoned  if  I  venture  to  doubt  the  ex- 
pediency of  perpetuating  in  the  Constitution  language  which,  if  it 
have  any  signification,  seems  to  imply  that  "slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude"  may  be  provided  "for  tiie  punishment  of  crime."  It  is 
supposed  that  there  was  a  reason  for  this  language  when  it  was 
first  employed,  but  that  reason  no  longer  exists.  There  can  be  no 
reason  why  slavery  should  not  be  forbidden  positively  and  without 
exception,  especially  as  "  imprisonment "  cannot  be  confounded 
with  this  "  peculiar  "  wrong.  If  my  desires  could  prevail,  I  would 
put  aside  the  ordinance  on  this  occasion,  anr"  find  another  form. 
I  know  nothing  better  than  these  words : 

"  All  persons  are  equal  before  the  law,  so  that  no  person  can 
hold  another  as  a  slave :  and  the  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this  declaration  in 
to  effect  everywhere  witliin  the  United  States  and  the  jurisdiction 
thereof. " 

The  words  in  the  latter  part  supersede  all  questions  as  to  the 
applicability  of  the  declaration  to  the  States.  But  the  distinctive 
words  in  this  clause  assert  the  equality  of  all  persons  before  the  law. 
The  language  may  be  new  in  our  country,  but  it  is  already  well 
known  in  history.  And  here  let  me  show  how  it  has  grown  to  its 
present  place  of  aiithority.  We  must  repair  for  a  moment  to 
France. 

The  first  constitution  adopted  by  France,  September,  1791,  in 
the  throes  of  revolution,  was  preceded  by  a  Declaration  of  Rights, 
which,  after  setting  forth  that  "  ignorance,  forgetfulness,  or  con- 
tempt of  the  rights  of  man  are  the  Fole  causes  of  public  evils  and 
of  the  corruption  of  Governments. "  undertakes  to  announce  "  the 
natural  rights  of  man,  inalienable  and  sacred,  to  the  end  that 
this  Declaration,  constantly  present  to  all  the  members  of  the 
social  system,  may  without  cessation  recall  their  rights  and  duties ; 
to  the  end  that  the  acts  of  the  legislative  power  and  those  of  the 
executive  power  capable  at  each  instant  of  being  compared  with 
the  object  of  every  political  institution,  may  be  more  respected  ; 
to  the  end  that  the  claims  of  citizens,  founded  on  simple  and  in- 
contestable principles,  may  turn  always  to  the  maintainance  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  happiness  of  all."  After  this  too  elaborate 
preamble  the  declaration  begins  with  an  article,  which  has  a  gen- 
erality of  expression,  not  unlike  that  of  our  own  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

"•Art.  1.  Men  are  born  and  continue  free  and  equal  in  rights." 
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Next  carao  the  Constitution  of  June,  1793,  which  after  a  pre- 
amble, sets  forth  a  series  of  articles,  beginning  with  three,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"Art.  1.  The  object  of  society  is  the  common  happiness.  Govern- 
ment is  instituted  to  guaranty  to  man  the  enjoyment  of  his  natural 
and  imprescriptible  rights. 

*'  2.     These  rights  are  equality,  liberty,  security,  property. 

"  3.     All  men  are  equal  by  nature  aid  before  the  law.  " 

Here  the  declaration  in  question  begins  to  show  itself.  Men 
are  equal  by  nature  and  before  the  law. 

This  same  Constitution  concludes  with  what  is  called  a  guar- 
anty of  rights,  in  the  following  article : 

"  A  RT.  1 22.  The  Constitution  guarantees  to  all  Frenchmen 
equality,  liberty,  security,  property,  the  public  debt,  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  worship,  common  instruction,  public  assistance,  the  in- 
definite liberty  of  the  press,  the  right  of  petition,  the  right  to  as- 
semble in  public  meetings,  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  men.  " 

Then  came  the  constitutional  charter  of  June,  1814,  following 
the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  which  begins  in  the  following 
article : 

"Art.  1.  Frenchmen  are  equal  before  the  law,  whatever  may  be 
otherwise  their  title  and  ranks. " 

This  is  followed  by  another,  as  follows: 

"  Art  4.  Their  individual  liberty  is  equally  guarantied,  so  that 
nobody  can  be  prosecuted  or  arrested  except  in  cases  provided  for 
by  law,  and  in  the  form  which  it  prescribes, " 

The  constitutional  charter  of  August,  1830,  at  the  installation 
of  Louis  Philippe  as  king,  with  La  Fayette  by  his  side,  contains  the 
articles  already  quoied  from  that  of  Louis  XVIII,  in  the_  same 
words,  placing  the  declaration  of  equality  before  the  law  in  the 
front. 

And  this  article  has  been  adopted  in  the  charters  of  Belgium, 
Italy,  Greece ;  so  that  it  is  now  the  well-known  expression  of  a 
commanding  principle  of  human  rights. 

It  will  be  felt  at  once  that  this  expression;  "  equality  before  the 
law,''  gives  precision  to  that  idea  of  human  rights  which  is  enun- 
ciated'^in  our  Declaration  of  Independence.     The  sophistries  of 
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Calhoun,  fonnded  on  the  obvious  inequalities  of  body  and  mind, 
are  all  overthrown  by  this  simple  statement,  which,  though  bor- 
rowed latterly  from  France,  is  older  than  French  history.  The 
curious  student  will  find  in  the  ancient  Greek  of  Herodotus  a  sin- 
gle word  which  supplies  the  place  of  this  phrase,  when  he  tells  us 
that  "  the  government  of  the  many  has  the  most  beautiful  name  of 
iGovojXia^^  or  equality  before  the  law.  (Book  3,  p.  80.)  The  father 
of  history  was  right.  The  name  is  most  beautiful ;  but  it  is  not  a 
little  singular  that,  in  an  age  when  equality  before  the  law  was 
practically  unknown,  the  Greek  language,  so  remarkable  for  its 
flexibility  and  comprehensiveness,  supplied  a  single  word,  not  to 
be  found  in  modern  tongues,  to  express  an  idea  which  has  been 
authoritatively  recognized  only  in  modern  times.  Such  a  word  in 
our  own  language  to  express  that  equality  of  rights  Avhich  is 
claimed  for  all  mankind  might  have  surperseded  some  of  the  criti- 
cism to  which  this  declaration  has  been  exposed. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  explain  the  orign  of  the  expression 
which  is  now  proposed.  Though  traced  to  distant  antiquity  and 
now  adopted  in  various  countries,  it  derives  its  modern  authority 
from  France,  where  it  is  the  "  well-ripened  fr-uit "  of  an  unpre- 
cedented experience  in  the  discussion  of  great  problems  of  politi- 
cal science.  Naturally,  it  does  not  come  from  England  ;  for  the 
idea  itself  finds  little  favor  in  that  hierarchical  kingdom.  In 
France  equality  prevails  more  than  liberty.  In  England  liberty 
prevails  more  than  equality.  Here  among  us  both  should  find  a 
home,  and  such  a  declaration  as  I  now  propose,  embodying  liberty 
and  equality,  will  keep  the  double  idea  perpetually  in  the  public 
mind  and  conscience,  "to  warn,  to  comfort,  and  command."  The 
denial  of  Liberty  in  the  rebel  States  begins  with  a  denial  of 
Equality,  so  that  our  work  is  not  completely  done  without  the  as- 
sertion of  both  principles. 

Should  the  Senate  not  incline  to  this  form,  there  is  still  another 
which  I  would  suggest,  as  follows  : 

"  Slavery  sliall  not  exist  anywhere  within  the  United  States  or 
the  jurisdiction  thereof ;  and  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
make  all  laws  neccessary  and  proper  to  carry  this  prohibition  into 
effect. " 

This  is  simple,  and  avoids  all  language  which  is  open  to  ques- 
tion. The  word  "slavery"  is  explicit,  and  describes  precisely 
what  it  is  proposed  to  blast.  There  is  no  doubt  with  regard  to 
its  signification.  It  cannot  bo  confounded  vath  "  the  punishment 
of  crime:"  for  imprisoimient  is  not  slavery;  nor  can  any  punish- 
ment take  the  form  of  a  wrong  which  stands  by  itself,  peculiar. 


terrible,  outrageous.  Therefore  nothing  about  punishment  should 
find  a  place  in  the  rule  which  we  ordain. 

But  if  the  Senate  is  determined  to  adhere  to  the  Jeffersonian 
ordinance,  then  I  prefer  that  it  should  be  the  ordinance  actually, 
and  not  as  reported  by  the  committee.  And  I  would  complete 
the  work  by  exp6lling-  from  the  Constitution  all  those  words 
which  have  been  misconstrued,  perverted  and  tortured  to  a  false 
support  of  slavery. 

But  while  desirous  of  seeing  the  great  rule  of  freedom  which 
we  are  about  to  ordain  embodied  in  a  text  which  shall  be  like  the 
precious  casket  to  the  more  precious  treasure,  yet  I  confess  that  I 
feel  humbled  by  my  own  endeavors.  And  whatever  may  be  the 
judgement  of  the  Senate,  I  am  consoled  by  the  thought  that  the 
most  homely  text  containing  such  a  rule  will  be  more  beautiful  far 
than  any  words  of  poet  or  orator,  and  that  it  will  endure  to 
be  read  with  gratitude  when  the  rising  dome  of  this  Capitol,  with 
the  statue  of  Liberty  which  crowns  it,  has  crumbled  to  dust. 


CHAPIN,  BROMELL  &  SCOTT,  Cheap  &  Peompt  Job  Pbintebs,  8  Spkdcb  St.,  N.  Y. 


THE    0I?.IC3-I:N"-A-3L, 


ANTI-SLAVERY  AGITATORS. 


"  There  is  not  a  man  living  who  wishes  more  sincerely  than  I  do  to 
see  a  plan  adopted  for  the  abolition  of  slavery." — Geor(/e  Washington, 
April  12th,  1786. 

"The  scheme,  my  dear  3Iarquis  which  you  propose  as  a  precedent 
to  encourage  the  emancipation  of  the  black  people  in  this  country  from 
the  state  of  bondage  in  which  they  are  held,  is  a  striking  evidence  of 
the  benevolence  of  your  heart." — Washington  to  Lafayette,  1783. 

"It  is  the  most  earnest  wish  of  America  to  see  an  entire  st  ip  for- 
ever put  to  the  wicked,  cruel,  and  unnatural  'rade  in  slaves." — Meet- 
ting  at  Fairfax,   Va,  July,  ISlh,  1774,  presided  over  hy   Washington. 

'I  tremble  for  my  country  w'len  I  reflect  that  God  i.^  just.  H  s  jus- 
tice cannot  sleep  forever.  " — Jefferson's  Notes  on  Slavcri/  inVirginiaf 
1782. 

"The  King  of  Great  Britain  has  waged  cruel  war  against  human  na- 
ture itself,  violating  its  most  sacred  rights  of  life  and  liberiy,  in  the 
persons  of  a  distant  people  who  never  offended  him  ;  captivating  them 
and  carrying  them  into  slavery  in  another  hemisphere,  or  to  incur  mis- 
erable death  in  their  transportation  hither."— Jefferson's  Original 
Draft  of  the  Declaration!  of  Independance. 

"After  the  year  1800  of  the  Christion  era,  there  shall  be  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  any  of  the  said  States"  (all  of 
the  territories  then  belonging  to  the  United  States). — Jefferson  s  Ordi- 
nance ofnm,  unanimously  approved  hy  Congress  and  signed  by  Wash- 
ington. 

"We  have  seen  the  mere  distinction  of  color  made,  in  the  most  en- 
lightened period  of  time,  a  ground  of  the  most  oppressive  dominion 
ever  exercised  by  man  over  man.  "^Jtnne.s  3Tadisori. 

"We  have  found  that  this  evil  has  preyed  upon  the  very  vitals  of 
the  Union  and  has  been  prejudicial  to  all  the  States  in  which  it  has 
existed." — James  Alonroe. 

"The  taiiff  was  only  the  pretext,  and  disunion  and  a  Sou'uiorn  Con 
federacy  the  real  object.  The  next  pretext  will  be  the  nei^- ro  or  rjla 
very  question.  " — Andrew  Jackson,  May,  1833. 

"  Sir,  I  envy  neither  the  heart  nor  the  head  of  that  man   from    the 
North  who  rises  here  to  defend  slavery  on  principle.  " — John  Randolph 
of  Roanoke. 

"  The  people  of  Carolina  form  two  classes,  the  rich  and  the  poor. 
The  poor  are  very  poor;  the  rich,  who  have  slaves  to  do  thidr  work, 
give  them  no  employment.  The  little  they  get  is  laid  out  in  branily, 
not  in  books  and  newswapers  ;  hence  they  know  nothing  of  the  compar- 
ative blessings  of  our  country,  or  of  the  dangers  wliich  threaten  it; 
therefore  they  care  nothing  about  it.  " — General  Francis  Marion  to 
Baron  De  Kalh. 


LOYAL  PUBLICATION  SOCIETY, 
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No.  52. 


REBELLION,  SLAYERY,  AND  PEACE. 


BY  HON.    N.    G.   UPHAM. 


Friends  and  Fellow -Citizens  : 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  by  way  of  preface  to  the  remarks 
I  propose  to  make  on  this  occasion.  There  are  various  mat- 
ters involved  in  the  controversy  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
requiring  the  examination  and  candid  consideration  of  every 
intelligent  mind.  In  the  midst  of  times  of  excitement  like 
the  present,  it  is  difficult  to  gain  such  consideration,  but  it  isj 
notwithstanding,  the  basis  of  all  consistent,  reliable  action. 
I  shall  attempt,  therefore,  to  persuade  your  judgment  in  any- 
thing I  may  say,  rather  than  arouse  your  feelings  by  impas- 
sioned appeals. 

I  propose  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  Rebellion,  Sla- 
very and  Peace,  in  their  mutual  hearings  and  relations  to 
ea,ch  other,  and  so  far  as  a  right  understanding  of  those  re- 
lations may  affect  our  destiny  and  duty  as  a  people. 

Rebellion  is  armed  opposition  against  the  government  of  a 
country  to  which  one  owes  allegiance.  Such  opposition  is 
necessarily  vested  in  the  control  of  some  leader,  committee  of 
safety,  directory,  or  other  mode  of  rule  extemporized  or  adopt- 
ed for  the  occasion.  The  rebellion  may  extend  throughout 
the  limits  of  a  city,  a  county,  or  a  state,  and  the  ordinary 
government  of  such  organizations  be  perverted  into  agencies 
to  carry  on  and  maintain    uch  rebellion.     But  whether  it  as- 


sumes  to  act  through  any  such  prior  agency,  or  originates  an 
,  entirely  new  agency  for  this  purpose — whether  it  is  made  up 
of  the  people  of  parts  of  states,  of  whole  states,  or  of  a 
combination  of  various  states,  is  immaterial.  If  the  action 
is  a  concerted  disavowal  of  allegiance  to  the  government,  and 
an  armed  opposition  to  it — it  is  in  all  such  cases  alike  rebel- 
lion, under  whatever  name  it  may  be  called. 

Such  a  rebellion,  if  resisted,  becomes  at  once  civil  war — one 
of  the  most  deadly  and  destructive  calamities  known  to  man  ; 
and,  when  commenced  against  a  government  of  a  well-order- 
ed, beneficent  character,  is  a  crime  of  unparalleled  enormity. 

In  such  a  war,  all  concerned  are  principals,  and  are  subject 
to  the  forfeiture  of  life  and  estate.  But  when  large  numbers 
of  a  population  are  in  arms,  the  crime  assumes,  for  the  time 
being,  the  proportions  and  character  of  a  strife  between  na- 
tions, and  must  be  governed  in  its  conduct  by  the  ordinary , 
rules  of  war,  to  abide  in  the  end  the  result  it  merits. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
Treason  extends  through  one  third  of  the  Union.  It  has 
usurped  state  organizations,  turning  them  against  us,  and 
wields,  for  the  time  being,  practical  sovereignty  over  their 
limits.  It  has  been  declared,  by  our  highest  judicial  author- 
ity, "  a  territorial  civil  war."  It  is  a  war  of  enormous  extent 
and  terrific  power,  as  its  continuance  for  three  lamentable 
years  so  fully  testifies. 

EFFECT    OF    REBELLION    ON    SLAVERY. 

The  controversy  exists  between  a  section  of  country  where 
slavery  prevails,  and  one  where  the  people,  with  a  slight  ex- 
ception, are  wholly  free  ;  and  the  very  first  question  raised  in 
the  encounter,  to  which  we  propose  to  direct  your  attention, 
is,  what  is  to  become  of  the  slave  as  our  armies  advance  into 
the  enemy's  territory  ? 

We  contend  that  the  power  of  the  master  over  the  slave  is 
not  of  a  character  that  a  belligerent,  by  any  of  the  established 
rules  of  war,  is  bound  to  respect.  This  seems  well  sustained 
by  various  reasons. 


1.  We  may  rightfully  seize  and  appropriate  to  our  use  all 
articles  contraband  of  war. 

As  our  armies  moved  into  Southern  territory,  people  pre- 
viously held  in  involuntary  servitude  rushed  to  them  for  pro- 
tection. What  was  to  be  done  with  them  ?  This  question 
was  promptly  solved  by  General  Butler,  on  whom  the  contin- 
gency was  forced.  "  I  know  what  they  are/' he  says  ;  "they 
are  contraband  of  war."  This  decision  is  well  sustained 
against  slaveholders  on  every  principle.  The  whole  history 
of  the  contest  shows  that  slaves  have  been  used  by  the  South, 
wherever  they  could  be  made  available  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  war,  against  us,  and  it  is  not  for  the  confederate  gov- 
vernment  to  deny  that  we  can  seize  such  property  and  apply 
it  in  our  defence,  as  we  would  a  cannon  or  locomotive. 

Or,  if  the  slaves  are  to  be  regarded  as  men,  bound  like  their 
masters  in  loyalty  to  the  government,  they  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  escape  from  the  perverted  power  asserted  over  them 
by  the  South  to  the  control  of  the  only  government  to  which 
they  owe  allegiance,  and  they  may  thus  strike  home  with  us, 
as  free  and  loyal  men,  against  a  common  enemy. 

John  Quincy  Adams  saw  this  result  as  inevitable  in  case  of 
intestine  collision,  and  if  the  South  saw  it  not,  in  their  hasty 
secession,  it  was  the  fault  of  their  o  »vn  recklessness,  and  is  an- 
other instance  of  that 

Vaulting  ambition  which  o'erleaps  itself, 
And  falls  on  the  other  side." 

The  Southern  slaveholder  may  declaim  against  this  result, 
and  the  barba'rity  of  turning  the  exasperated  slave  against  his 
former  master,  but,  under  his  new  military  life,  he  becomes 
thoroughly  drilled,  and  is  held  subject,  in  his  hostility,  to  all 
the  rules  of  war.  Beside,  if  exasperated,  we  may  well  ask, 
who  made  him  so  ?  and  how  this  compares  with  his  happy 
and  contented  condition,  which  has  been  so  often  pre- 
sented to  us  ?  Thus  far  the  conduct  of  the  liberated  slaves 
has  been  commendable.  There  certainly  have  been  no 
outrages  committed  by  them  comparable  to  those  habitually 


manifested  by  Southern  men  against  Union  citizens  within 
their  precincts. 

2.  In  the  second  place,  we  contend,  if  the  slave  escapes,  in 
consequence  of  the  war,  from  his  master's  control,  it  is  to  he 
regarded  as  a  voluntary  relinquishment  of  him  by  the  master. 

If  a  Southern  slaveholder  brings  his  slave  witli  him  to  a 
Northern  state,  he  voluntarily  liberates  him.  If  he  is  once 
within  a  free  state,  and  is  not  a  fugitive,  there  is  no  law  which 
can  hold  him  in  bondage. 

So  where  the  treason  of  the  master  causes  war,  the  master 
voluntarily  accepts  all  the  results  embraced  in  his  acts  ;  and 
if  his  hold  over  his  slave  is  loosened  thereby,  so  that  he  is 
captured,  or  escapes  to  the  enemy,  it  is  a  voluntary  surrender 
of  him  to  those  incidents  that  work  out  his  freedom.  When 
peace  returns,  should  the  master  follow  him  to  a  free  state,  to 
reassert  his  right,  the  escape,  under  the  circumstances,  would 
be  held  as,  in  effect,  a  voluntary  manumission  by  the  master, 
which  he  would  be  estopped  from  denying.  It  may  be  con- 
sidered a  maxim,  that  the  slaveholder  wlio  declares  war  sub- 
jects himself,  of  his  own  free  choice,  to  the  loss  of  all  slaves 
that  may  be  swept  from  him  in  its  vortex. 

3.  Again,  the  slave,  under  such  circumstances,  is  liberated, 
because  all  law  that  could  hold  him  is,  for  the  time  being, 
practically  abrogated. 

While  secession  is  paramount  in  any  section  of  country,  it 
dissolves  all  connection  with  this  government.  Victory,  after 
a  longer  or  shorter  period,  may  reinstate  our  power,  and  revive 
the  rights  we  once  held,  but,  in  the  meantime,  there  is  an 
entire  interregnum  ;  and  if,  during  that  period,  the  slave 
comes  within  our  limits,  he  comes  where  there  is  no  law  in 
force  to  bind  him  ;  he  is  a  free  man,  and  no  subsequent  re- 
vival of  any  such  law  can  react  on  him.  It  might  react  on 
certain  rights  of  property,  known  as  such  by  public  law,  but 
could  not  revive  to  reinslave  a  person  held  only  by  local  stat- 
ute, from  under  which  he  had  escaped  Avhile  inoperative  by 
the  voluntary  action  of  such  local  power.  No  case  is  known, 
after  peace  has  been  declared,  of  the  compulsory  return  of 
slaves  that  escaped  to  a  belligerent  in  time  of  war  ;  and  a 
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civil  war,  especially,  sboulcl  form  no  exception  to  the  general 
rule. 

4  Farther — treason,  on  the  part  of  the  master,  subjects  his 
slaves  and  other  property  to  forfeiture  by  confiscation  or  liber- 
ation. 

By  act  of  Congress  of  July  17,  1862,  the  slaves  of  all  per- 
sons adjudged  guilty  of  treason  are  declared  to  be,  and  are 
made,  free  ;  and  no  slave,  on  application,  can  be  surrendered 
up,  or  in  any  way  hindered  or  impeded  in  his  liberty,  unless 
oath  shall  first  be  made  that  the  master  of  such  slave  hath 
not  borne  arms  against  the  United  States  in  the  present  re- 
bellion, or  in  any  way  given  aid  or  comfort  thereto.  The  open 
war  Avaged  by  the  South,  embracing  in  it  for  the  most  part  its 
entire  residents  as  aiders  and  abettors  of  treason,  renders  this 
law  practically  an  entire  abolition  of  slavery. 

THE    president's    PROCLAMATION. 

In  connection  with  these  views  of  the  necessaiy  operation  of 
war  on  slavery,  I  propose  to  consider  the  effect  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation.  This  is  a  war  measure,  based  substan- 
tially on  the  rights  we  have  asserted  ;  making  them  prominent, 
by  official  announcement,  and  conclusive  and  absolute,  unless 
prevented  by  a  return  to  loyalty  within  a  specified  period. 
This  measure  was  rendered  necessary,  as  the  South  seems  to 
have  entered  into  the  war  to  sustain  slavery  with  the  belief 
that  during  its  continuance,  and  until  its  final  result,  slavery 
could  not  be  affected  by  it.  The  same  feeling  prevailed  to 
some  extent  at  the  North. 

The  early  events  of  the  war,  as  managed  by  us,  encouraged 
this  idea.  Many  among  us  entertained  the  belief  that  the 
South  would  early  return  to  reason  and  loyalty,  and  were 
opposed  to  the  full  exercise  of  the  powers  of  war,  lest  it  should 
interpose  new  obstacles  to  such  return.  Experience  soon  ban- 
ished this  delusive  hope.  It  was  found  that  the  leaders  of  the 
rebellion  had  staked  their  all  on  the  issue  of  the  contest.  Bad 
as  their  cause  was,  in  emulation  of  our  fathers  they  had  de- 
termined that,  sink  or  swim,  live  or  die,  survive  or  perish, 


they  would  have  no  connection  with  a  government  where  free- 
dom was  the  rule  and  slavery  the  exception.  They  had  fully 
determined  they  would  have  a  government  where  slavery  was 
not  regarded  as  a  merely  incidental  matter,  but  as  its  chief 
corner-stone  ;  and  based,  in  their  own  phrase,  "  on  the  proper 
relations  of  labor  and  capital,  where  they  might  vindicate, 
on  their  own  chosen  arena,  their  selected  type  of  social  charac- 
teristics."'•'•■  Our  people  talked  of  peace  commissioners,  peace 
propositions,  and  a  return  to  the  Union.  They  scoffed  at  the 
suggestion  ;  trampled  upon  it  ;  spit  upon  it.  No  !  Slavery 
they  would  have  under  their  own  independent  "  homogeneous 
nationality  ;"  a  Union  with  free  states  they  would  not  have. 
Such  is  the  exact  position  assumed  toward  us  by  the  South. 

But  the  President,  notwithstanding  all  this,  concludes  to 
try  them  once  more.  "  You  may  have  slavery,"  he  says,  "  if 
you  return  to  loyalty  and  the  Constitution  within  a  given 
time,  but  if  you  do  not  return  we  will  dispose  of  that  cause  of 
controversy,  and,  as  a  penalty  for  your  farther  persistence  in 
the  war,  we  wiU  confiscate  your  interest  in  slave  property." 

Three  objections  have  been  taken  to  this  proclamation.  The 
first  is,  that  the  President  should  have  offered  no  such  terms 
to  traitors  with  arms  in  their  hands.  This  objection  is  now 
of  no  avail.  It  is  sufficient,  perhaps,  to  say  that  it  clearly 
manifested  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  President  for  peace. 

The  second  objection  is,  that  the  proclamation  is  unconsti- 
tutional.    This  I  will  endeavor  to  consider  by-and-by. 

A  third  objection  seems  to  come  from  the  South.  "  Why," 
say  they,  "  in  much  the  larger  portion  of  our  territory,  where 
you  propose  to  abolish  slavery,  you  have  no  possession  ;  how, 
then,  can  you,  by  mere  proclamation,  emancipate  slaves  over 
whom  you  have  no  control  .^  Suppose  you  fail  of  getting  pos- 
session of  the  country  ?"  Ay,  there  is  the  rub  !  But  when 
a  great  country,  embracing  the  entire  Northern,  Western,  and 
Middle  States,  is  engaged  in  maintaining  its  government  and 
preserving  the  Union,  so  vital  to  the  cause  of  freedom  here, 
and  of  suffering  humanity  throughout  the  world,  the  effort  is 


See  address  of  the  Confederate  Congress  to  the  Southern  people. 


not  very  likely  to  fail.  This  is  wliat  troubles  the  South. 
The  President  makes  the  proclamation,  and  runs  his  risk. 
Time  only  can  tell  the  result.  But  this  is  certain  :  just  so  fast 
and  just  so  far  as  our  armies  advance,  slavery  is  overthrown, 
and  the  proclamation  is  a  reality  ! 

It  was  important,  moreover,  that  the  precise  issue  raisea  in 
this  struggle,  ani  persisted  in  hy  the  South,  should  be 
known — that  our  army,  as  it  bore  the  broad  standard  of  the 
nation  southward,  should  understand  that  no  man  who  fled 
from  Southern  traitors  to  stand  beneath  its  folds  could  stand 
there  as  a  slave.  It  was  important,  also,  that  our  friends 
abroad,  who  consist  of  the  entire  mass  of  the  population  of 
Europe,  saving  only  their  hereditary  rulers  and  their  imme- 
diate satellites,  who  are  the  enemies  of  freedom  everywhere — 
it  was  important,  in  this  long  night  of  our  affliction,  while 
they  were  bending  forward  to  see  through  the  thick  darkness 
how  went  the  battle,  that  they  should  know  what  was  involved 
in  this  direful  struggle. 

"  Watchman  !  tell  us  of  the  night, 
"What  it  signs  of  promise  are  ! 
Traveller  !  o'er  yon  mountain's  height, 
See  that  glory-beaming  star !" 

The  President  did  not  make  this  issue.  The  South  made 
it.  He  merely  announces  to  the  world  the  fact.  Their  war- 
ciy,  from  the  first,  ringing  along  the  line  of  all  theii-  hosts, 
has  been,  "  Down  with  the  Union  to  save  slavery  !"  If  this 
be  so,  what  can  our  war-cry  be  but  the  exact  reverse  of  it  : 
"  Down  with  slavery,  down  with  any  interposing  force  or 
obstacle,  whatever  it  may  be,  to  save  the  Union  !" 

FUTURE    INSUBORDINATION    OF    THE    SLAVE. 

But  there  is  another  mode  in  which  the  Mehellion  is  affect- 
ing slavery,  which  I  wish  to  consider,  and  that  is,  its  home 
aspect,  as  it  operates  on  the  mind  of  the  slave  himself 

Not  only  the  free  people  of  the  North  and  South  have  an 
interest  in  the  controversy  now  going  on,  but  the  poor  slave 
himself  It  is  in  vain  to  suppose  that  he  does  not  fully  un- 
derstand the  moving  cause  of  this  contest.     Early  in  the  war, 
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Mr.  N.  P.  Willis,  of  the  Home  Journal,  visited  the  Custis 
estate,  the  property  of  General  Lee,  then  and  now  held  as  a 
military  post,  at  Arlington  ;  and  seeing  there  an  aged,  gray- 
headed  negress  remaining  sitting  in  apparent  lethargy  in  the 
garden  grounds,  he  asked  her  the  meaning  of  this  controversy. 
She  roused  herself  a  moment  from  her  stupor  to  say,  "  It's 
all  about  ^hat  we've  been  suffering  so  long."  The  slaves 
everywhere  understand  this.  The  surging  of  troops  back- 
ward and  forward  through  the  land  ;  the  digging  of  trenches  ; 
the  strife  ;  the  bearing  back  of  the  wounded  ;  the  burial  of 
the  dead  ;  the  direful  changes  wrought  on  the  whole  surface 
of  the  South,  tell  the  tale  in  a  thousand  ways  to  eagerly  lis- 
tening ears.  No  breeze,  no  sigh,  no  suppressed  groan,  no 
muttering  thunder  of  distant  cannon  escapes  them.  They 
all  know,  in  their  own  phraseology,  "  It's  all  about  what 
we've  been  suffering  so  long  !" 

This  awakened  excitement  never  can  be  put  down.  Out  of 
all  civil  war  there  necessarily  comes  some  shock,  and  some 
changes.  When  the  sturdy  oak  of  the  forest  is  struck  by 
lightning,  the  trunk  is  not  only  seamed  and  scorched  and 
riven,  but  its  weaker  branches  are  usually  hurled  to  the 
ground,  so  that  no  reconstruction  can  repair  it.  And  it  is 
often  the  case  that  the  abuses  or  perverted  institutions  of 
society  that  have  caused  civil  war,  have  been  broken  down, 
consumed  or  annihilated  by  the  strife,  so  that,  when  it  ceased, 
the  stake  for  which  the  party  had  thrown  down  the  gauge  of 
battle  is  destroyed,  or  has  become  shattei'ed,  deteriorated,  or 
worthless. 

The  South  are  in  danger  of  finding  such  to  be  the  result  in 
their  case.  It  is  questionable  whether,  in  any  event,  they 
will  ever  again  be  able  to  drive  the  blacks  to  their  daily  tasks 
with  any  hope  of  profit.  They  may  find  their  only  alterna- 
tive from  this  issue,  even  if  left  to  their  own  nationality,  to 
be,  everlasting  bloodshed,  or  an  utter  change  in  their  consti- 
tutions of  society,  from  a  state  of  slavery  to  one  of  compen- 
sated labor,  so  infinitely  more  beneficial  both  to  master  and 
slave  ! 

I  have  thus  far  attempted  to  define  the  rights  of  war  as 


hearing  on  tlie  institutioji  of  slavery  ;  tlie  nature  and  efect 
of  the  President' s  Proclamation,  as  a  tear  measure,  and  the 
infuence  of  the  war  on  the  character  of  the  slave  himself 

AUTHORITY    TO  MAKE    PEACE,  AND  WHAT  CONSTITUTES    PEACE. 

I  now  propose  to  consider  tlie  question  of  peace.  But,  in 
doing  this,  it  is  necessary  to  determine  the  preliminary  mat- 
ters— in  whom  rests  the  power  to  make  peace,  and  what  con- 
stitutes a  state  of  peace  in  transition  from  rebellion  to  loy- 
alty. I  farther  propose  to  consider  the  reasons  and  grounds 
on  which  alone  peace  can  be  made,  consistently  with  perma- 
nence, and  insuring  the  best  interests  and  harmony  of  the 
whole  people. 

There  are  individuals  who  propose  to  extend  the  absurd 
doctrine  of  a  constitutional  right  of  any  state  to  secede  at 
pleasure  from  the  Union,  to  the  farther  right  to  secede  back 
from  the  Confederacy  to  our  councils,  at  their  own  pleasure, 
without  query  on  our  part  ;  and  who  contend  such  return  of 
a  state  constitutes  peace.  If,  in  the  meantime,  they  say, 
their  citizens  have  been  guilty  of  any  crime  against  the  gov- 
ernment, in  their  temporary  absence,  they  must  be  indicted 
by  a  grand  jury,  and  tried  for  treason,  and  this  is  our  remedy. 
But  we  do  not  so  regard  it.  The  South  rejected  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  our  civil  tribunals,  and  resorted  to  waj-,  and  war,  once 
appealed  to,  is  the  arbiter  of  its  own  difficulties. 

It  is  for  the  government  to  determine  when  the  hostility  of 
a  state  ceases,  and  the  rebellion  has  terminated.  If  the  re- 
bellious states  come  back  to  the  Union,  we  wish  to  know 
whether  they  come  back  claiming  a  right  to  secede  again  at 
their  pleasure,  or  to  resume  their  constitutional  place  as  a 
component  and  subordinate  part  of  the  government  ?  Wheth- 
er they  come  back  trumpeting  aloud  their  defiant  heresies, 
succumbing  temporarily  to  gain  strength  for  new  collisions  ; 
or,  repudiating  their  past  errors,  ready,  joyfully  to  follow  the 
national  flag,  and  keep  time  to  the  music  of  the  Union. 

Until  these  questions  are  rightly  answered,  we  can  have  no 
assurance  that  we  are  to  have  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  or  the 


10 


Union  as  it  was,  except  subject  to  the  construction  of  those 
who  have,  without  cailse  or  just  sanction  of  any  kind,  trai- 
torously overthrown  both. 

The  Constitution,  as  wo  claim  it,  and  swear  to  abide  by  it, 
is  as  different  from  the  Constitution  asserted  to  exist  by  the 
South,  as  light  from  darkness.  The  Constitution,  as  the 
South  claim  it,  is  a  pitiful  delusion  ;  a  travestie  on  govern- 
ment ;  a  mere  disintegrating  mass,  where  each  individual 
atom  of  which  it  is  composed  is  greater  than  the  whole. 

It  is  not  for  the  succumbing  or  yielding  party  to  dictate 
terms  of  peace,  and  such  consideration,  especially,  is  not  due 
to  one  that  has  held  the  j^osition  of  a  rebel.  The  hoisting  of 
a  white  flag  or  the  throwing  down  of  arms  is  not  peace. 
Tbere  may  still  be  a  refusal  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or 
to  assume  or  discharge  any  of  the  duties  of  a  loyal  citizen. 

It  is  a  difficult  matter,  where  each  state  has  its  own  separ- 
ate organization,  and,  at  the  same  time,  is  part  and  parcel  of 
the  general  government,  to  change  its  people  in  rebellion  into 
good  and  loyal  citizens.  But  this  difficulty  only  increases  the 
necessity  of  care  and  caution  in  making  such  change.  Surely 
the  loyalty  of  the  citizen  can  not  be  safely  admitted  till  he  is 
relieved  from  all  taint  as  a  rebel.  The  participator  in  rebel- 
lion has  forfeited  his  life,  and,  much  more,  any  reasonable 
claim  to  his  rights  of  franchise,  which  can  only  be  extended 
to  him  by  the  government,  through  pardon  to  him,  when  the 
rebellion  is  suppressed.  Questions,  then,  of  the  proper  res- 
toration of  the  citizen  to  his  rights  of  franchise,  and  recon- 
struction of  the  government,  become  all-important  at  a  time 
like  this. 

On  this  pomt  various  theories  have  been  suggested,  which, 
for  some  time  to  come,  must  occupy,  in  a  marked  degree,  the 
public  attention.  These  several  theories  contemplate  action 
by  the  government,  and  amnesty  to  some  extent.  The  differ- 
ence is  only  in  degree 

The  President  holds  that,  with  regard  to  the  masses  of  the 
people,  the  amnesty,  with  a  view  to  peace,  should  be  an  entire 
pardon,  with  the  single  exception  that  property  in  slaves 
should  be  abandoned  by  them.     The  so-called  peace  party  re- 
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bel  at  this  suggestion,  and  allege  tliat  the  interference  of  th^. 
President  with  slavery,  in  his  proclamation  and  amnesty,  is 
both  unconstitutional  and  unwise. 

CONSTITUTIONALITY    OF    THE   PRESIDENT'S    PROCLAMATIONS    AS 
TO    SLAVERY    AND    AMNESTY. 

The  charge  as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  tnese  measures 
I  propose  hero  to  examine.  It  resolves  itself  into  the  question 
which  we  have  just  been  discussing  in  part,  whether  the  na- 
tion, through  its  chief  executive  magistrate,  has  power  to 
dictate  terms  of  peace  to  rebels  ?  He  either  has  this  power, 
or  there  is  some  precise  limitation  of  it,  which  his  act  trans- 
cends. If  the  latter  be  the  case,  what  is  the  limit  to  such 
power,  and  by  whom  is  it  to  be  exercised  ? 

Congress  has  the  power  to  control  the  acts  of  the  President 
in  most  matterS  relating  to  war,  and  measures  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  to  suppress  insurrections  and 
invasions.  But,  until  such  action  of  Congress,  the  measures 
of  the  President,  within  the  scope  of  his  war  powers  as  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  government,  and  as  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  are  valid.  Within  such  scope, 
which  has  a  wide  limit,  all  bis  acts  are  discretionary. 

In  addition,  he  has  an  unlimited  power  to  grant  reprieves 
and  pardons  for  all  offences  against  the  United  States,  except 
in  cases  of  impeachment.  In  time  of  foreign  war,  he  may 
make  a  truce  or  armistice  at  his  pleasure,  and  a  peace,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Senate.  In  case  of  rebellion,  it  is  his 
duty  to  persist  in  measures  for  its  suppression  until  it  is  ter- 
minated ;  of  which  termination  he  alone  is  to  be  the  judge, 
unless  Congress  interfere  by  its  supervisory  power  over  him. 
It  is  an  exercise  of  judgment  which  no  judicial  authority  has 
a  right  to  reverse  or  declare  unconstitutional.  So  long  as 
Congress  does  not  assume  the  control  of  such  measures,  the 
acts  of  the  President  are  to  be  regarded  as  sound  and  just ; 
or,  if  they  are  otherwise,  the  only  proper  remedy  is  by  im- 
peachment. 

Subject  to  these  limitations  and  restrictions,  had  the  Presi- 
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dent  power  to  order  armies,  as  they  marclied  into  the  rebellious 
states,  to  liberate  the  slaves  of  rebels  ?  It  is  undoubtedly  a 
perfectly  legitimate  exercise  of  the  war  power,  as  we  have  al- 
ready shown.  But  it  is  said  he  undertook  to  liberate  slaves 
in  large  tracts  of  country,  far  beyond  the  immediate  reach  of 
the  army.  He  did  undertake  to  do  this,  unless  the  parties 
then  in  rebellion  returned  to  their  allegiance  within  a  given 
time.  But  does  tlic  fact  that  the  slaves  were  not  then  imme- 
diately within  the  reach  of  his  armies  make  any  difference, 
provided  the  power  of  the  government  ultimately  reaches 
them  ?  It  seems  to  me  the  difference  of  time  in  perfecting 
the  liberation  announced  makes  no  difference  in  principle. 
At  all  events  there  is  no  constitutional  objection  to  the  act. 
There  is  no  power  that  can  reverse  it  but  Congress  ;  and, 
so  far  as  it  is  an  act  done,  it  is  questionable  whether  Congress 
has  power  over  it. 

The  power  of  amnesty  in  the  President,  in  Case  of  treason 
is  a  direct  constitutional  grant,  which  all  concede  can  not  be 
interfered  with. 

From  the  remarks  made  it  must  be  apparent  that,  the  jnovc- 
ments  of  our  armies  to  put  doion  rebellion  their  interference 
with  local  institutio7is,  as  a  rightful  (ffect  of  ivar,  the  offers 
of  amnesty  as  a  preliminary  to  peace,  and  the  determining 
ivhen  peace  and  order  are  so  established  that  it  is  safe  to 
withdraw  our  armies,  and  trust  to  the  efficiency  of  the  civil 
arm  of  government  for  the  due  exercise  of  its  authority,  are 
all  legitimate  exercises  of  the  powers  of  government.  And 
in  the  discharges  of  these  powers  it  is  but  fair  to  presume  the 
President  and  representatives  of  the  people  will  endeavor  to 
act  for  the  best  interests  of  the  public. 

;  TERMS    OF    PEACE. 

I  now  propose  to  consider  the  question  of  terms  of  peace 
wholly  independent  of  any  measures  the  government  may  have 
taken  in  regard  to  it,  and  srdely  on  what  I  conceive  to  be  its 
just  merits. 

In  doing  this  I  set  aside  altogether  any  idea  of  peace  in 
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connection  with  a  dissevered  Union.  God  and  nature  seem  to 
have  determined;  in  the  configuration  of  our  country,  that  we 
Etust  remain  one  in  union  and  one  in  destiny.  There  has 
been  .no  contingt  ncy  suggested  which  presents  such  a  perpet- 
ual store-house  of  evils  as  a  divided  empire.  Our  people  will 
pot  consent  to  he  thrust  hack  as  an  interior  nation,  cut  off 
from  the  free  outlet  to  the  ocean  through  our  large  hi^ys  and 
rivers,  or  our  being  restricted  to  a  limited  or  doubtful  control 
over  them.  They  will  tolerate  no  hostile  nation  on  our  sliores 
in  alliance,  offi^'usive  and  defensive,  with  foreign  despotisms. 
We  have  passed  that  contingency,  I  trust,  if  it  ever  existed, 
and  stand  firmly  on  the  old  Ja.ckson  ground — the  Union,  it 
must  and  shall  be  preserved  ! 

Any  question  of  peace  which  I  shall  consider  will  bo  peace 
where  it  alone  is  admissible PEACE  WITHIN  THE 
UNION. 

And  I  lay  down  li(;re  this  proposition,  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  government  to  mak,'  peace  luhenever  it  can  do  so  with 
a  reasonable  assurance  that  i^cf-K^G  tvill  he  permanent. 

PRACE     INCONSISTENT     WITH    THE    CONTINUANCE    OF    SLAVERY. 

In  the  second  place,  I  lay  down  the  further  proposition  tliat 
there  can  he  no  reasonable  assurance  of  a  2^ermar<:ent  peace 
loMle  slavery  exists. 

The  reasons  for  this  opinion  I  will  endeavor  to  give.  The 
history  of  tin;  past  shows  that  slavery  has  been  a  constantly 
disturbing  element  in  our  government.  On  the  first  establish- 
ment of  the  Constitution  our  western  boundary  was  on  the 
Mississippi  river.  Our  whole  country  at  that  lime  was,  for 
the  most  part,  substantially  settled,  saving  the  Northwestern 
temtory,  which,  under  the  impulse  of  those  days  in  favor  of 
liberty,  was  early  set  apart  for  a  free  population.  Since  that 
time  our  ten'itory  has  been  so  eidarged  that  the  Mississippi 
river  now  nearly  disects  us  into  two  equal  regions  of  country. 
Our  flag  floats  alike  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans.     In  the  words  of  an  early  New  Hampshire  poet — 

"  No  pent-up  Utica  contracts  our  power.-;. 
For  the  whole  boundless  continent  is  otirs." 
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These  changes  have  vastly  multiplied  the  grounds  of  col- 
lision between  the  free  and  slave  states,  so  that  the  battle  has 
been  fought  between  thorn  over  the  acquisition  of  each  foot  of 
territory,  the  admission  of  each  new  state,  the  preliminary 
occupation  and  organization  of  each  new  territorial  govern- 
ment^ and  in  a  thousand  other  instances  where  the  lines  of 
^demarcation  of  their  respective  interests  seemed  to  clash. 

Europe  has  changed  in  the  meantime.  The  Bourbon  dy- 
nasty has  gone  dow^.  New  ideas  of  liberty  have  thrilled 
through  the  people  of  Europe.  The  spirit  of  the  ago  is  tend- 
ing toward  freedom  everywhere.  An  emigration  has  flocked 
from  the  Old  World,  and  peopled  the  Northern  free  states  with 
unexampled  rapidity,  and  the  vanguard  of  millions,  yet  to 
come,  arc  on  the  way. 

A  strife  of  opinions  has  been  awakened  among  us,  acting 
and  reacting  on  each  other,  through  the  movements  of  ex- 
tremists of  either  party,  until  their  antagonistic  forces  have 
ultimately  come  in  collision  with  a  power  and  fearful  ness 
that  show  the  desperate  nature  of  the  encounter,  and  the 
question  now  arises,  when  will  this  strife  stop  ?  I  answer 
that  it  will  stop  when  the  winds  stop  their  motion  ;  when  the 
waves  cease  to  roll ;  when  truth  shall  succumb  to  falsehood  ; 
when  darkness  shall  settle  down  on  the  earth  like  a  pall,  and 
the  sun  of  light,  and  glory,  and  civilization,  shall  cease  to 
shine.     Never  until  then  ! 

In  prior  portions  of  our  history  the  efforts  of  many  noble, 
loyal  men,  including  Webster,  Clay,  and  Jackson,  have  been 
put  forth  to  conciliate,  ward  off,  or  repel  the  numerous  evils, 
actual  and  threatened,  arising  from  this  conflict  ;  but  the 
result  of  their  efforts  was  temporary.  The  danger  was  merely 
delayed.  The  hostility  continued  until  slavery,  at  last,  mani- 
fested its  true  character  in  sundering  the  Union  and  waging 
war  against  the  government  ;  and  the  question  now  arises 
whether  there  is  any  possibility  of  greater  hope  of  the  future 
than  has  existed  in  the  past  ? 

After  the  appalling  calamities  visited  upon  us  by  slavery, 
and  the  greatly  increased  hatred  that  exists  toward  it,  can  it 
be  expected,  if  slavery  should,  imder  any  circumstances,  be 
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received  back  again  into  our  councils,  that  Northern  men  -will 
be  ready,  on  account  of  any  constitutional  requirement,  to 
rush  to  the  South  to  put  down  seixile  insurrections  ?  If  a 
slave  flees  to  the  North,  will  our  people;  henceforth  rally, 
unitedly  and  harmoniously,  to  send  him  back  to  slavery  ? 
Shall  we  be  willing  to  retain  forever,  as  part  of  our  inheri- 
tance, the  balancing  of  free  state  against  slave  ;  the  strife, 
the  hatred,  the  antagonism  bet-sveen  the  systems  of  free  and 
slave  labor  ?  Shall  free  speech  be  violently  prohibited  at  the 
South,  as  heretofore,  leaving  the  safety  of  Northern  men,  who 
may  be  casually  there,  at  the  mere  caprice  of  an  infuriate 
mob  ?  Shall  continual  collisions  exist  as  to  the  light  of  the 
South  to  extend  slavery  at  their  pleasure  into  the  tenitories  ? 
And  shall  new  efforts  and  raids  be  made  against  friendly  gov- 
ernments, to  acquire  slave  territory  to  be  annexed  to  the 
Union,  involving  us  in  continual  difficufties  both  at  home 
and  abroad  ?  In  fine,  shall  we  have  for  ever  reenacted  the 
same  disturbances,  divisions,  and  animosities,  that  have  char- 
acterized our  position,  arising  from  our  connection  with  slav- 
ery, and  which  have  culminated  in  the  fearful  controversy  in 
which  we  are  now  involved  ? 

These  questions  demand  the  earnest  consideration  and /air 
anszuer  of  all  who  are  desirous  of  peace.  They  are  not  ques- 
tions-for  the  North  to  consider  merely,  but  for  the  South,  and 
for  every  reflecting  man  throughout  the  country. 

If  in  time  past  these  things  were  barely  tolerated  ;  if  peace 
was  then  uncertain,  and  for  ever  trembling  in  the  balance,  can 
we  expect  anything  better  in  the  future  ?  Is  it  possible  that 
our  excited,  suffering  people  will  endure  again,  willingly,  all 
these  tribulations  ?  and  is  this  endurance  peace  ? 

Besides,  the  question  of  peace  with  slavery  appeals  directly 
to  the  South  on  account  of  the  bearing  of  the  Rebellion  on 
the  character  of  the  slave  on  his  own  soil — the  home  aspect 
of  slavery — to  which  I  have  before  adverted,  but  to  which  I 
will  again  recur. 

The  armies  of  the  Union  have  penetrated  in  various  direc- 
tions far  into  the  Confederate  territory  ;  have  sundered  its 
states  into  two  sections,  and  have  either  shut  up  its  promi- 
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nent  seaports,  or  hold  them  by  an  armed  force,  and  the  per- 
vading influence  of  freedom  is  reaching  the  slave  on  every 
threshold  and  hearthstone  of  the  South. 

It  has  become  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  the  African 
race,  with  their  newly  awakened  ideas  of  liberty,  can  be 
henceforth  kept  in  slavery,  in  any  contingency.  Secession, 
that  was  designed  to  sunder  the  Union,  has  thus  far  sundered 
merely  the  bonds  of  slavery,  or  has  so  far  weakened  or  para- 
lyzed the  rule  of  the  master  as  to  render  the  institution  dan- 
gerous to  him,  and,  in  a  prudential  point  of  view,  nearly  or 
quite  worthless. 

The  hope  of  freedom,  now  so  prominent  before  the  slave,  ia 
the  only  remaining  safety-valve  of  slavery.  Eemovo  this,  and 
there  is  danger,  to  say  the  least,  of  its  being  a  mere  lifelong 
insurrection,  either  destroying  or  placing  in  perpetual  peril 
the  happiness  and  best  interests  of  the  South. 

COMPARATIVE  VALUE  OF  THE  UNION  AND  SLAV-'^RY. 

But  there  arc  other  considerations  bearing  on  this  question, 
worthy  of  examination,  arising  from  the  comparative  value  of 
slavery  and  the  Union. 

If  any  one  should  doubt  whether  slavery  was  necessarily 
the  death  of  the  Union,  still,  if  he  believed  its  existence  would 
seriously  endanger  and  i7n_peril  it,  that  danger  should  insure 
its  overthrow. 

The  value  of  the  Union  cannot  be  calculated.  If  our  moun- 
tains were  transmuted  into  gold  they  would  form  no  appre- 
ciable commencement  toward  its  valuation.  There  is  no 
known  quantity  by  which  to  estimate  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  slavery  can  be  calculated. 
The  Southern  planter  will  readily  tell  you  tlie  value  of  his 
best  slaves,  and  the  average  value  of  the  whole,  reckoning  to- 
gether the  young,  the  middle-aged,  the  old  and  infirm,  of  both 
sexes. 

Now  the  Nortli  alone  has  paid  two  thousand  millions  of 
dollars  on  account  of  slavery,  and  will  necessarily  pay  quite  as 
much  more  by  way  of  interest  before  this  debt  is  liquidated. 
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It  has  sacrificed  also  two  liundred  thousand  lives,  and  yet 
slavery  is  still  crying,  "  Give  !  Give  !" 

Is  this  not  enough  to  pay  for  slavery  ?  And  if  this  is  the 
price  we  have  already  paid  for  it,  and  which  we  may  have  to 
pay  again,  is  it  not  too  great  a  risk  to  incur,  to  receive  it  hack 
without  terms  and  without  question,  to  citizenship  and  life, 
when  it  is  now  a  convicted  felon,  under  sentence  of  death  for 
its  treason  ?  Is  it  not  altogether  too  much  to  put  at  hazard, 
if  hy  so  doing  there  is  p.  jiossihtUty  that  it  may  at  some  future 
day  destroy  the  Union  ? 

COMPARATIVE     YALIJE    OF     SLAVE     LABOR     AND    COMPENSATED 

LABOR. 

Again,  if  the  South  would  give  this  subject  its  due  con- 
sideration, it  might  ho  clearly  shown  to  tiiem  that  their  best 
interests  are  by  no  means  dependent  on  slavery,  and  never  have 
been  ;  and  for  this  reason  there  should  bo  no  reluctance  or 
misgiving  on  their  part  in  the  surrender  of  f^l?.very  for  the  sake 
of  peace. 

There  arc  two  states  of  society — two  systems  of  labor — 
either  of  which  the  South  can  select  at  its  own  option.  The 
Southern  planter  may  purchase  his  slaves  at  a  considerable 
outlay  of  capital  ;  be  subject  to  interest  upon  it  ;  provide  his 
slaves  with  their  homes  and  their  clothing  ;  pay  their  bills  in 
sickness  ;  maintain  them  in  infancy  and  old  age,  and  furnish 
them  with  such  comforts  as  they  may  have  beyond  a  mere 
subsistence  ;  incur  the  risk  as  to  their  life  and  health  ;  their 
liabits  of  industry  or  insubordination  ;  the  expenses  of  the 
overseer  ;  the  risk  of  insurrection  ;  the  necessity  of  arming 
himself  and  his  wife  and  children  for  protection,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  sleepless  nights — the  ever- watchful  anxiety  of  the 
system.  Or  he  may  deal  with  his  servants  and  laborers  as 
men  ;  devolving  on  them  the  responsibility  of  their  own  main- 
tenance in  such  state  and  condition  as  the  just  recompense  of 
their  industry  and  faithfulness  entitles  them  to  ;  leaving  them 
to  rear  up  their  children  under  their  own  care  as  parents  ;  en- 
couraging them  to  educate  and  elevate  their  race,  mentally 
and  morally  ;  permitting  them  to  own  themselves  and  such 
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property  as  they  may  acquire,  and  to  enjoy  the  sweets  and 
blessings  of  liberty,  coupled  with  those  kind  and  beneficent  in- 
fluences that  ever  exist  between  a  just  and  humane  landlord 
and  his  tenantry,  where  mutual  good  offices  can  be  rendered 
and  reciprocated  ;  coupled,  also,  with  the  peace  and  harmony 
that  is  ever  the  attendant  on  relations  thus  sustained.  Surely, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  which  of  these  systems  can  work  the 
most  good.  ^ 

The  opinion  of  Reverdy  Johnson  on  this  subject,  who  has 
always  been  a  native  of  a  slave  state,  is  worthy  of  consider- 
ation. He  says  :  "I  believe,  and  have  ever  believed,  since  I 
was  capable  of  thought,  that  slavery  is  a  great  affliction  to 
any  country  where  it  prevails  ;  and,  so  believing,  I  can  never 
vote  for  any  measure  calculated  to  enlarge  its  area,  or  to  ren- 
der more  permanent  its  duration.  In  some  latitudes,  and  for 
some  agricultural  staples,  slave  labor  may  be  to  the  master 
ihe  most  valuable  species  of  labor,  though  this  I  greatly 
doubt.  In  other  states,  and  particularly  in  Maryland,  I  am 
convinced  that  it  is  the  very  dearest  species  of  labor,  and  in  all, 
as  far  as  national  wealth,  and  power,  and  happiness,  are  con- 
'Cerned,  I  am  persuaded  it  admits  of  no  comparison  with  the 
labor  of  freemen — and,  above  all,  disguise  it  as  we  may,  {f  the, 
•  laws  of  population  shall  not  he  changed  by  Providence,  or 
man's  nature  shall  not  be  changed,  it  is  an  institution  sooner 
or  later  pregnant  with  fearful  peril!' 

If  this  be  so,  slavery  is  a  thriftless,  impiovident  system,  as 
well  as  dangerous  in  itself,  and  tho  South  will  lose  nothing — 
indeed,  will  be  every  way  the  gainers — in  the  voluntary  sur- 
render of  it  for  the  sake  of  peace  ;  a  peace  as  dear  to  them  and 
their  children  as  to  Northern  fathers  and  sons. 

With  freedom  granted  to  the  slaves,  and  proper  treatment, 
remuneration  and  education,  I  believe  they  would  form,  in 
those  sections  of  country  where  the  climate  is  congenial  to 
them,  the  most  faithful,  devoted  peasantry  in  the  world. 

Simultaneously  with  the  liberation  of  the  slave,  all  the  base 
acts  of  certain  Northern  states,  expelling  the  colored  race  from 
"their  borders,  and  subjecting  them  to  obnoxious  penalties  and 
provisions,  should  be  repealed.     They  form  a  stigma  of  in- 
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justice  and  oppression  in  tlie  legislation  of  those  states,  second 
only  to  tlie  greater  crime  of  the  maintenance  of  African 
slavery. 

RELIGIOUS  ASPECT  OF  THE  QUESTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

A  further  and  most  controlling  reason  why  slaveiy  should 
be  surrendered  to  secure  a  safe  and  permanent  peace,  is 
the  religious  aspect  of  the  question. 

How  can  we  look  for  peace,  and  a  blessing  upon  it,  if  we 
fail  to  regard  the  eternal  principles  of  right  and  justice  ?  The 
Almighty  seems  to  have  designed  this  continent  to  be  the 
scene  of  a  new  dispensation  in  government,  which  should  form 
a  marked  improvement  as  compared  with  the  despotic  and 
feudalistic  governments  of  the.  Old  World. 

For  this  reason  this  countiy  lay  long  hid  from  the  rest  of 
the  world,  until  the  great  leading  events  in  the  history  of  man 
had  opened  hopes  of  better  progress — until  the  advent  of  the 
benign  dispensation  of  the  Saviour,  the  discovery  of  the  mar- 
iner's compass,  the  invention  of  printing,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  long  roll  of  march  of  the  Reformation  through  the 
ages.  At  such  an  era  our  fathers  sought  a  new  clime,  as  a 
refuge  from  the  persecutions  of  the  Old  World,  where  they 
might  found  institutions  after  their  own  model,  and  enjoy 
''  Freedom  to  worship  God," 

Their  great  destiny  subjected  them,  as  a  necessary  pre- 
requisite, to  great  trials,  a  struggle  with  the  gloom  and  de- 
privations of  the  wilderness  ;  wars  with  a  savage  foe,  with 
the  French  Canadian  provinces,  and,  ultimately,  with  England, 
for  the  preservation  of  those  great  principles  of  liberty  they 
had  come  hither  to  gain.  But  a  still  greater  trial  awaited 
them.  Bound  up  with  the  new  institutions  they  h«,d  estab- 
lished was  the  bane  of  slavery,  for  which  there  was  but  one 
antidote — early  and  systematic  efforts  for  its  entire  removal. 

Our  fathers  knew  the  evil.  They  had  proclaimed  it  in  re- 
monstrances to  the  throne  of  England  against  the  refusal  of 
the  colonial  governors  to  approve  of  laws  prohibiting  the  slave- 
trade.  They  protested  against  the  introduction  of  slaves,  as 
an  evil  of  "  most  alarming  nature,  and  which  might,  in  timOj 
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have  a  most  destructive  influence  on  the  security  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people  ;"  and  the  measures  of  the  home  govern- 
ment, in  his  respect,  were,  by  one  of  the  leading  slave  states, 
in  her  first  constitution,  alleged  as  a  ground  of  separation  from 
England. 

Jefierson  Knew  and  foretold  the  consequences  of  slavery,  and 
thought  he  saw  "  the  way  preparing,  under  the  auspices  of 
heaven,  for  its  quiet,  total  emancipation."  But,  unfortu- 
nately, in  the  trial  assigned  to  test  our  appreciation  of  the 
boon  of  liberty  which  Providence  had  granted  to  us,  and  our 
sense  of  justice  and  integrity  as  a  people,  ive  failed,  and  the 
judgments  of  God  have  at  length  come  down  upon  us  as 
directly  as  though  they  had  been  previously  proclaimed  against 
us  from  some  Mount  Ebal,  as  the  certain  reward  of  crime. 

Had  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution,  after  achieving  their  in- 
dependence and  establishing  the  Constitution,  strenuously  ex- 
erted themselves  to  procure  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery, 
it  would  long  since  have  been  terminated  ;  but  the  golden 
moment  of  a  peaceable  solution  of  the  difficulty  passed  away. 
The  institution  became  radically  fixed  upon  us,  until  its  own 
desperate  disease  threatens  to  become  its  cure,  amid  great 
calamities  wrought  upon  us  as  a  people. 

The  present  strife  comes  not  of  men's  asking.  There  is  an 
inquisition  for  blood  on  our  hands.  God  is  as  ai)parent  now 
in  history  as  when  he  released  his  own  people  with  an  out- 
stretched arm  and  great  judgments.  Is  it  not  in  vain,  then, 
for  us,  in  this  hour  of  our  calamity,  to  attempt  to  compound 
for  the  evils  of  slavery  ?  Can  we  propitiate  a  just  Providence 
.  by  so  doing  ?  Can  we  hope  for  peace  unless  we  put  the  ac- 
cursed thing  away  from  us  ? 

I  have  thus  completed  my  remarks  on  the  several  points 
proposed — the  effect  of  the  rebellion  on  slavery  in  war,  and 
the  various  considerations  hearing  on  the  question  of  2yeace  ; 
0 peace  which  .shall  be  a  final  solution,  and  rest  from  all  our 
difficulties. 

Permit  me  now  to  advert,  very  briefly,  to  one  or  two  objec- 
tions urged  to  the  views  I  have  advanced,  and  to  the  consist- 
ency of  advocating  them. 
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CONSTITUTIONALITY    OF    MEASURES    PUT  FORTH    AGAINST    SLA- 
VERY   IN    DEFENCE    OF    THE    UNION. 

It  is  contended  to  be  unconstitutional  to  exert  the  power  of 
the  government  to  put  down  sl3,very.  I  concede  it  to  be  so, 
so  fer  as  slavery  is  recognized  and  upheld  in  the  Constitution. 
But  when  slavery  changes  the  form  under  which  only  it  is  rec  - 
ognized  in  the  Constitution,  and  becomes  reason,  and  slave- 
holders become  traitors,  then  I  say  we  may  constitutionally 
put  down  alike  both  the  treason  and  the  traitor. 

Slavery  has  been  perverted  from  its  original  position  in  this 
government.  It  is  now  arrayed  against  it  as  an  antagonistic 
force.  It  is  the  lifeblood  and  motive  power  of  the  rebellion. 
It  rears  its  snaky  folds,  and  strikes  its  poison  virus  directly  at 
the  Constitution.  On  account  of  this  foul  attempt  it  has  be- 
come accursed  of  God  and  man,  and  the  person  who  fails  to 
strike  at  the  monster,  who  weeps  at  his  death  or  sympathizes 
at  his  fiill,  greatly  misunderstands  his  position  if  he  thinks, 
by  so  doing,  lie  maintains  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  or 
supports  the  principles  or  patriotism  of  its  founders. 

RECONSTRUCTION. 

One  word  on  reconstruction.  The  shock  of  rebellion  has 
left  the  body  politic  of  our  state  governments,  wliich  have 
been  partially  recovered  to  us,  wounded,  shattered,  and  bleed- 
ing, at  the  best.  Time  must  be  granted  for  their  recovery. 
The  decayed,  gangrene  flesh  must  have  opportunity  to  slough 
off,  until,  through  the  agency  of  new  men,  or  at  least  of  men 
who  have  been  healed  from  the  leprosy  of  treason,  new  life 
shall  be  imparted,  and  such  states,  through  the  people  rep- 
resenting them,  may  once  more  resume  their  position  as 
bright  stars  in  the  Union,  redeemed,  emancipated,  and  disen- 
thralled. 

A  change  from  rebellion  to  loyalty,  from  the  horrors  of  war 
to  the  blessings  of  peace,  from  a  position  in  the  Confederacy 
to  one  in  this  blessed  Union,  prepared  for  the  full  and  proper 
discharge  of  its  duties^  is  not  a  slight  matter  or  without  its 
difficulties.       Wise  measures  must  be  adapted  to  this  end, 
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securing  the  action  of  just  and  loyal  men.  Any  exception 
taken  to  tlie  necessary  and  essential  qualifications  required  to 
perfect  a  change  in  such  manner,  is  merely  an  exception  to 
those  laws  which  God  has  established  for  the  recovery  of  any 
broken  down,  wounded,  shattered,  yet  living  thing  of  his 
creation. 

CONSISTENCY     OF    UNION     MEN     SHOWN    ALIKE     IN    OPPOSITION 
TO    NOKTHERN    AND    SOUTHERN    ULTRAISTS. 

The  charge  of  inconsistency  is  sometimes  made  against 
those  who  have  heretofore  opposed  abolition  disunionists,  but 
who  now  stand  arrayed  by  the  flag  of  their  country,  to  etrike 
down  rebellion,  though,  in  so  doing,  sla,very  is  struck  down 
with  it. 

This  charge  is  made  by  so-called  peace  party  men.  Its  un- 
founded character  will  appear  from  a  moment's  examination, 
while  the  clearest  evidence  of  inconsistency  will  attach  to  those 
who  make  it. 

The  distinctive  character  of  true  democracy  has  been,  at 
all  times,  its  firm,  consistent,  devoted,  undying  love  to  the 
Union.  It  was  this  attachment  that  caused  its  opposition,  in 
connection  with  that  of  all  true  Union  men,  to  that  phase  of 
political  abolitionism  that  sought  to  override  the  Constitution 
and  denounce  it  "as  a  league  with  hell,"  having  no  binding 
efifect  on  the  people.  That  caused  it  to  oppose  and  lament  the 
bitter  denunciations  fulminated  by  this  interest  against  the 
South,  as  tending  to  excite  hostility  and  jealousy,  and  ulti- 
mately to  react  in  sundering  the  ties  that  bind  us  together  as 
a  peopl(\  All  true  conservative  men  deeply  regretted  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery  among  us,  but  believed  the  destruction  ot 
the  Union  would  tend,  in  no  manner,  to  remove  the  evil,  but 
would  elevate  and  enthrone  it  in  an  independent  nationality 
along  our  borders,  fraught  with  incalculable  evil  to  us,  and 
removing  all  hope  of  freedom  for  ever  from  the  slave.  Whde 
under  the  Constitution,  with  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
states,  it  was  hoped  peace  might  be  preserved,  until,  through 
the  ameliorating  influences  of  the  gosj^el,  and  a  better  ulti- 
mate civilization,  slavery  would  be  done  away. 
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From  these  views  true  Union  men  have  never  departed. 
But  the  same  love  of  the  Union  that  induced  them  to  oppose 
danger  from  this  source,  led  them  equally  to  oppose  danger  to 
the  Union  from  nullification,  secession,  and  every  other  uncon- 
stitutional and  disloyal  ultraism  of  the  South.  Their  con- 
sistency has  not  been  bounded  by  any  sectional  limit.  Their 
eyes  have  been  fixed  on  the  broad  flag  of  the  nation,  and  the 
first  hand  raised  to  strike  it  down.  North  or  South,  has  been 
to  them  the  hand  of  an  enemy.  Death  to  treason,  come 
whence  it  may,  is  their  war-cry  ! 

What,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  the  course  of  the  so- 
called  peace  party  men  ?  Have  they,  at  all  times,  held  an 
even  hand  against  the  disturbers  of  their  country's  peace  ? 
Have  they  looked  with  abhorrence  at  the  parricidal  course  ot 
those  men  who  have  severed  the  Union,  and  dashed  its  flag  to 
the  earth.  Let  them  answer  before  Grod  and  their  country. 
Especially  let  them  bring  no  charge  against  those  who  have 
been  everywhere,  and  at  all  times,  for  the  Union,  and  who 
now  stand  banded  together,  with  all  time  friends  of  the  coun- 
try, to  put  down  a  godless  rebellion  ! 

I  trust  the  bitterness  of  party  feeling  on  this  subject  is  be- 
ginning to  give  way,  and  that  justice,  patriotism,  and  love  of 
the  Union,  will  ere  long  be  in  the  ascendant,  so  that,  before 
another  birthday  of  the  Union  shall  come  round,  all  parties 
will  see  that  the  only  way  of  safety  is  to  inscribe  on  their  flag, 
— Uncompromising  opposition  to  the  rebellion  and  to  its  cause. 
If  this  be  so,  it  will  be  comparatively  immaterial  which  party 
triumphs,  pro^dded  the  country  triumphs.  There  is  a  fearful 
responsibility  resting  upon  us  in  this  respect,  as  it  is  an  un- 
doubted fact  that  loith  a  united  North,  rebellion  would  at 
once  cease.     Disunion  here  noiv  is  its  only  reliance. 

APPEAL    TO    THE    SOUTH. 

May  we  not  hope,  also  that  our  brethren  of  the  South  may 
yet  see,  from  their  own  point  of  view  and  their  own  experi- 
ence, though  late,  the  ruin  they  have  brought  on  themselves 
and  the  country,  and  hasten  to  retrace  their  steps.     Their  in- 
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terestSj  as  well  as  ours,  plead  for  peace  ;  peace  established  on 
principles  that  will  insure  its  permanence. 

To  secure  this  end,  is  it  asking  too  much,  after  all  the  suf- 
ferings we  have  endured,  to  demand  a  release  of  slave  property, 
now  rendered  almost  worthless  hy  their  own  acts,  and  around 
which  have  clustered  all  the  causes  of  dissension  between  us  ? 
Especially  is  it  asking  too  much,  if,  in  so  doing,  we  remit  all 
other  claim  of  indemnity,  and  remove,  at  the  same  time,  an 
evil,  w^hich,  if  continued,  would  for  ever  hang  over  them  and 
us,  as  a  black  cloud  of  impending  doom  ?  Surely  these  ques- 
tions can  admit  of  but  one  answer  from  any  dispassionate 
mind.  Could  they  be  submitted  to  those  noble  patriots  who 
framed  our  Constitution,  they  would  meet  with  no  dissenting 
voice. 

Why,  then,  should  not  peace,  tendered  on  the  only  ground 
which  can  insure  its  permanence,  be  accepted  ?  The  outcry 
of  an  attempt  at  subjugation  will  hardly  stay  a  claim  believed 
to  be  alike  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  parties.  There  is  a 
determination  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  see  an  e7id  in  this 
matter,  and  put  down  a  rebellion  unexampled  in  the  baseness 
of  its  instigation  and  in  the  atrocity  of  its  progress  :  and  to 
put  it  down  in  a  manner  so  that  it  shall  not  arise  again  to 
harm  us.  When  the  evil  spn-it  that  has  possessed  our  South- 
ern brethren  is  expelled  from  them,  and  they  are  once  more  ni 
their  right  mind,  we  shall  have  no  farther  difficulty  with  them. 
But  there  ^vill  be  nothing  left  to  contingency — no  smothered 
embers,  to  break  out  again  into  a  blaze — no  declaration  of 
peace,  where  there  is  no  peace.  That  angelic  visitor  will  not 
be  permitted  to  come  to  us  in  such  a  questionable  shape  that 
we  shall  not  know  whether 

"  She  brings  us  airs  from  heaven,  or  blasts  from  hell !" 

The  .accursed  vampire  that  has  fed  on  the  blood  of  our  chil- 
dren, North  and  South,  will  not  be  allowed  to  rear  his  head 
again,  to  molest  any  future  generation !  Our  government, 
henceforth,  never  will  fulfill  its  high  destiny  until  it  shall  be 
indeed  free — the  hoi)e  and  blessihg  of  all  nations  ;  'without 
treason  and  tempt(dion  to  treason;  and  WITHOUT  A 
SLAVE ! 


LOYAL   PUBLICATION    SOCIETY, 

863    BROADWAY. 


No.  53. 


Bit  t)cr  tricg  angcfauQCtt  tnuriic. 


(Sine  53erufung   ouf  bie  ©ofumentc. 
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28ie  itx  trieg  angefangeti  tnurbe. 


Unter  alien  Sxanfcn,  iuetd^c  bte  (Eopperf)eab§  anhjeuben,  fte^t  obeu  an  hit 
^e{)anptung,  ber  ^rieg,  in  ben  nnr  oemicfelt  finb,  fei  Don  i>tn  ,M^otU 
tioniften''  ^erbeigefufjrt  irorbcn.  ^Diefer  ©egenftanb  bebarf  einer  Slu^etn- 
anberfe^ung.  !l^ie  folgenben  einfadjen  2;f)at[ad)en,  n^eldie  afle  unter  ber 
Slbminiftration  don  3aw%*S  ®ucf)anan  ftatt  fanben,  luerbeu  Uc 
©ac^e  flar  nmdjen : 

/December  10, 1860,  ©itb^SoroIina  [ecebirt. 

^annar  8,  1861,  2}Zil'fi|fip^i  fecebirt. 

^anuar  16,  1861,  ^-(oriba  [ecebirt. 

-3annor  19,  1861,  (Georgia  fecebirt. 

^anuar  31,  1861,  ^ouifiana  reoottirt. 

g-ebruar  1, 1861,  3:eja§  reooltirt. 

B-ebnmr  5, 1861,  StrfanfaS  reDoItirt. 

g-ebruar  9,  1861,  O^f  fei'fon  ®at)iS  njirb  aU  ^riifibent  ber  fub* 
Iicf)en  (jonfobcration  eingefe^t. 

9^un,  wer  ijat  bie  ^Rebellion  gemacf)t  ? 

Unb  unter  luetc^em  tonig  ? 

®ine  Serufung  ottf  bte  ^ofttmentc. 

@g  trar  einc  3^tt,  in  ber  tnenige  *!|3erfonen  tm  ^f^orben  einc  anbere  Sin* 
fii^t  fatten  obcr  au«fpra(^en,  aU  bic,  ba^  bie  (Seceffioniften  ganj  oKein  3n 
tabetn  feien  fur  ben  ^rieg,  ber  bag  Sanb  Der^eert.  ^^aft  attgemein,  \a 
felbft  t)on  ben  ©cgnern  ber  Slbminiftration  h)ar  e6  anerfannt,  ba^  ber  ^rieg 
toon  ber  9^egierung  ber  3?ereinigten  ©taaten  nur  jur  ©elbftoert^cibigung 
unb  au«  unt)ermeib(icl)er  ^ytot^wenbigfeit  gefii^rt  ujerbe.  T)tv  „(5incinnati 
inquirer"  fagte  md)  ber  53efcf)ie^ung  don  i^ort  ©umter  ;  „bie  ©c^ulb  bie* 
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fe6  33ergef)en§  ru'^t  mif  ben  9?ebel(en  uub  fann  bon  benfetbcn  nidf)t  obge* 
n}a(3t  njcrben."  ©pcitcr  branbinarfte  btefeS  53(att  ntit  glii^enben  SBorten 
a(§  unscttitj  unb  t^oric^t  afle  3»ntutt)un9en  toon  23er[bl)ming  unb  Som* 
^romifs ;  e§  fagtc  feinen  Se[ern  :  „3n  bem  Ser!e  bcr  3BieberI)erfteUung 
bcr  Union  mii^t  3^r  end)  altcin  anf  ba§  (Sd^iuerbt  »er(a[[en — ®ra«bu[d)e( 
l^abcn  9^id}t«  auSgeridjtet,  bie  ^^it  ift  nun  gefommcn,  e§  mit  ©teinen  ju 
tevfud/iTt." 

S©ir  {)aben  gu  \r)icbert)otten  9)?a(cn  bte[c  5Irttfe(  be§  ,,(gnqn{rer"  abge- 
brudt,  inbem  toir  bte  iDatumg  il)rcr  3SeroffcntIid)ung  angaben ;  beren  5lu* 
tl)enttcitat  ift  unbeftritten  unb  unbeftreitbar.  "iparteigcift  abcr  I)at  ba?> 
3ttle«  gednbert.  9}?anner,  bie  fid)  felbft  ni^t  fiir  ^errcitfjer  ober  in  irgcnb 
einer  ^eife  fitr  geinbc  i()rc§  8anbe§  fatten,  ertlcircn  nun  tcigtid),  ftiinblic^, 
ber  ^ricg  fei  t»on  ben  Stbolitioniften  begonnen  tuorben,  cr  fei  dom  Slnfang 
feinem  SBefen  nad)  unconftitntionell  uub  in  einen  ^ricg  fiir  ben  Sieger  urn* 
gewaubelt  irorben.  ©etbft  ber  (5j=^<Senator  Slllcn  get)t  um^er  unb  fragt, 
ob  e§  iibcr^au|)t  ^rieg  gegeben  "^abcn  miirbc,  ttieun  e§  feine  2lboIitioniften 
gabe  nub  bie  bidlijpfigen  ^utternut^  iaudijen  bci  biefcr  ^rage  unb  iuieber* 
l)oIen  fie  al§  ob  fie  ber  ^ern  ber  ganjen  (2ad}.c,  uubcantoortbar,  unb 
bie  (5ntfd)eibnng  ber  ganjen  ©treitfrage  fei.  ^§  ift  barum  an  ber  ^dt, 
auf  bie  2:t)atfad;en,  anf  bie  ^ofuinente  bicfel  'iprojeffeS  3uritd3ugel)eu. 


Utbtv  Me  ^ItttiffltttJcrcis^lgittttiott. 

(S«  ift  be^auptet  iDorbcn,  bie  2l[utifffatjerei=3(gitation  in  biefem  Canbe  fei 
bem  ©iiben  nod^t^eitig  geruefen,  unb  f)abe  bcu  ©ftaocnbefi^  bcfdjcibigt  unb 
ba§  SSoIf  beS  ©iibeuS  in  unbe^errfdjbarc  Wnt^  tterfe^t.  ^orcu  Wit  ba$ 
3eugni^,  tt)e(d}e^  ber  ©iiben  fclbft  iibcr  biefcu  "^unft  ablegt ! 

(3lu§  cincr  SRebe  beS  Senators  ^ammonb  t5cn  8iib:Sarclma.    Otober  24,  1858.) 

,,Unb  n3a§  inar  beun  bamat§  (1833)  bie  tiffentlidje  ©timmuug  in  bem 
©uben?  3Ba§()ington  ^atte  feine  ®!(at)eu  frei  gegeben.  ^efferfon  \^atk 
ba§  @l)ftcm  mit  -©itterfeit  benunjirt  unb  lt>a§  cr  nur  fonutc  fiir  beffen 
9Sernid)tung  get^an.  llnfere  Sla^§,  a}?arf{)aH«,  (5rainforb§  uub  Diele 
onbcrc  l)cr»orragenbe  !i!J?nnucr  be«  ©iibenS  traten  ot^  33erfed}ter  be§  (5o(o- 
nifationSptanS  auf.  !iDie  unocrmcibtid^e  ^olgc  baDou  in  bem  ®itben  \x>av, 
ba|  berfelbe  bie  ©ffaberei  fiir  cin  Uebel,  eiue  ©djmac^e,  einc  <Bd)maii), — 
ja  fiir  eine  ©iinbe  ^ielt  unb  Dor  bcr  !l)i«fuffion  iiber  biefelbc  juriicffc^racf. 
dx  bengte  fid)  fcige  Dor  jeber  3)rol)uug.  (Sr  Dcrfudjte  fic^  ju  red)tfcrtigen 
unb  in  cntfdjulbigcn,  iubcm  cr,  ber  2Bat)rl)eit  gcrna^,  gcltcnb  madjte,  ba^ 
(Sngtanb  ibm  bie  @na«erci  aufgebrnugen  ^abe  unb  fo  erwartete  ber  ©ilben 


in  i^nxd)t  unb  mtt  ^ittcrn  ba§  S^obeSiirt^eil,  ivetd^eS  er  fi'tr  unttermciblii^ 
^ielt 

„9^im  benn,  e§  luitrbe  jct^t  f(f)trcr  fein  ctncn  Siiblcinbcr  5U  finbcn,  bent 
ha^  @l)ftem  cine  ®en)i[[en«taft  wave ;  ber  ntc^t  in  bcr  Zijat  glanbte,  ba^ 
e§  gteic^  t)ortl)eiU)aft  fiir  ben  |)errn  njie  fiir  ben  ©flatien  ift,  unb  bo^  ed 
beibe  ^oljer  kingt ;  ber  eg  nii^t  fiir  eine  Onefle  bes  9icidjt()nmg,  ber  @tdr!e, 
ber  Tladjt  I)ielte ;  ber  nid)t  in  il)m  ecnen  ber  ^an|3tpfei(er  unb  ber  leitcnben 
(Sinfiiiffe  ber  mobernen  SiuiUiation  erblicfte ;  bcr  nirf)t  bereit  JDiirc,  e«  urn 
lt'i>tn  ^rei§  jn  er^alten.  X)ic§  raaren  bie  gliictlidjcn  golgen  jcner  9(boti' 
tion§^3Di8!u[[ion 

„  2Bai)renb  einc§  33iertelial)rl)unbert§  wax  bie  8fIaoerei  bent  2^oben  be* 
toitt^enben,  unbarmljcrjigften  ©turnic^  Qu^gefe^t.  ^m  9?orben  imb  in 
(Suropa  ptte  man  felbft  alle  f^riegSfuricn  auf  nn§  (o8ta[[en  mogen.  Unb 
twie  ftef)t  eg  nun?  9cnn,  in  bcmfelben  i^iertcljo^rljunbert  ^tte  bie  3al)( 
un[erer  'BUami  fid)  Dcrbo|3|)cIt  unb  ber  "i^reig  eincg  jeben  ®f(at)en  t[t  me^r 
alg  dcrbop|3e(t." 

(S(u5  eincr  Sdcbction  3(.  ^.  ©tc^^ens  »on  Ocorgia,  5uli  1859,  al5  berfefbc,  lute  er 
\di\i  glaubtc,  im  53e3riffc  'wax,  fic^  »om  cffentlidjen  Ccben  juriicf^ujietjen.) 

„%n<i)  gcl)6re  id)  nid)t  ju  jenen,  tt)eld)e  gtauben,  ha^  luir  bur(^  jene  Stgi- 
tation  irgenb  cinen  ©djaben  gelittcn  I)aben.  (53  ift  n)af)r,  luir  iDarcn  nidit 
t)erantn)ortli(^  fiir  biefclbe.  2Bir  ^jarcn  mdjt  bie  SIngreifcr.  Sir  ^n* 
betten  nur  jur  ©elbftucrttjeibignng.  SBir  n^iefen  ben  2tngriff  bcr  23cr* 
tauntbung  imb  ber  @d)nta^nng  bnrc^  ®cirieigfUI)rung,  33ernunft  unb  $Ba^r* 
l^eit  jnriicf.  5lber  n^eit  entfernt,  ba§  biefc  !4^ig!nffion  bie  ^nftitution  ber 
ofrifanifci^en  ©flauerei  in  nnfercm  ©ebicte  ge[d}it)Qd)t  ober  unfidjcr  gcmo(^t 
l^abe,  I)a(tc  id)  entfc^ieben  bafitr,  ba^  biefelbe  fie 
bebeutenb  geftorft  unb  befeftigt  ^at  —  geftiirft  unb  be= 
feftigt  nid)t  nur  in  ber  9)?einnng,  in  ber  Uebergeni^ng  unb  bent  ©etoiffen 
ber  3}?enfc^en,  fonbern  and)  bnxd)  'i>k  ^anblnng  ber  9?egiernng." 

Utbtv  bag  nat§  SincoIn'S  (frtott^lung  borgcfdjlaoenc 

(9tus  ber  Dlebc  beS  §erm  3 » erf  on,  ©enator  au§  ©corgia,  December  5,  1860. 
"  Congressional  Globe,"  ©ejfion  1860—61,  Zf}dl  I.,  »on  ©eite  10  an :) 

„§err  ^^riifibeut, — 25 or  bent  4.  Wl'dvi,  Xiov  ber  (Sinfe^ung  ^()re8  '^x'd' 
fibenten  werben  gefti^  funf  ©taaten,  n^enn  nicf)t  ac^t  an§  ber  Union  ge* 
f(^ieben  fein  unb  eine  Sonftitution  unb  eine  9?egierung  fiir  fic^  gefd;affen 
t)aben 

,,®ie  fprai^en  »on  (Jonceffionen.    @ie  fprac^en  t)on  bcr  9tbfd^affttng  bcr 
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©efe^e  fur  pcrfijulidje  5reit)eit  aU  don  etncm  3it9.Q|tanbnif[e  ju  ©unften 
be«  (SiibenS.    (Sd)affcn  ©te  bicfetbeu  alle  morgcn  ab  imb  bie  9ieDoIution 

toirb  nirf)t  aufgc^atten  n?crben 

„Hitc^  neI;i)Tcn  inir  gar  nic^t  an,  ba^  §err  Cincoln  fid)  irgcnb  enter  offc* 
ncn  ^anbfnng  luirb  fd)ulblg  madjcn.  Sd)  fiir  nieincn  ZljQii  fiirdjte  ntdjt 
btefc  offenen  Jpanblungen.  Qd)  bin  aber  nic^t  gcfonncn,  biefelben  abju* 
ttiarten."  .... 

(?Ih5  bcr  SRebp  vonDiobcrt  2'ocmbS  in  bcm  (Senate  bcr  SScrcinigten  (£taaten,  San,  7, 
1861.  "  Congress.  Globe,"  Xi)til  I.  3tt>eite  (Bcjfion.  <Bcd)S  unb  brci^igj^cr  Songre^. 
©cite  267,  in  bcr  britten  ©^jaltc.) 

„2)ie  Union  ift  aufgeloft.  !3)a§  ift  ouf  bera  SBegc  biefer  3^ebattc  einc 
ooKenbete  Z\)at\ad)t,  \vdd)c  man  iv»ot)(  in  (Srnjagung  jn  jicijcn  ^at.  (Siner 
itnfcrer  iBunbe^genoffen  ^at-  bereits  luader,  fii^n,  mutl)ig  bcr  bffcntlid)en 
®efa{)r  fid)  an^gefc^t  unb  er  ift  feincn  :53ritbcrn  nur  barum  norauS,  njeil 
er  niit  grbj^crer  t'eid)tigMt  ^u  ■  rafc^er  X^at  fd)reitcn  fonnte.  !t)ie  gro^c 
2)^el)rl)cit  icner  ^ruberftaaten  betrad)tet  unter  gteid)en  33erl)(iltniffen,  feine 
^ad)z  at§  bie  ifjrigc  unb  id)  rufe  3^nen  ^eute  in  bcrcn  Seamen  ju  :  „9xit^rt 
©agnnt  nid)t  an  I''  (5«  ift  nid)t  nur  bcren  (Sad)e,  c§  ift  eine  ®ad)e,  ircld)c 
bie  @t)mpat{)ie  non  3^f)i^'  ^on  ipunbert  2;aufenben  c^rbarcr,  ^atriotifd)er 
a)Janner  in  ben  9fcid)t'(£f(aoen=@taaten  ^at  unb  beren  Unterftii^ung  exljaU 
ten  ftiirb.  9 

„3d)  it>erbc  uid)t  ttici  ^dt  fiir  bie  S^rage  t»erfd))rcnben,  n3cfd)e  meinem 
ad)tbarcn  greunbc  (^err  Grittcnben)  fo  fel)r  lrid)tig  ju  fein  fdjcint — ha§' 
conftitutioneUe  $)ied)t  eineS  ®taate§  au§  ber  Union  ju  fd)eiben.  33ie{(cid)t 
loirb  er  ttwa^  fpdtcr  augfinben,  ba^  bie§  einc  DoUenbcte  IX^atfac^c  ift.  ©ie 
^aben  bie  Xrennung  bereitS  im  ©ilbcn  fo  3icmli(^  in  beibcr  SBcifc.  Siib* 
(karolina  gab  fie  31)"^"  regctma^ig  nac^  bem  gcbilligtcn  ^(an.  (Sic  cr= 
fatten  fie  eben  {c^t  bo»  unten  (in  ©eorgia)  n^ie  id)  glaubc,  unregctma^ig, 
auf  nid)t  gcfe^(id)em  25cgc,  o^ne  regelma^ige  ^anblung.  (Sic  fbnnen  fic^ta^ 
in  irgcnb  ciner  Seifc  in  bie  ^anb  ne^men.  Sic  Jwerben  DJccinner  finJ?.ett;V 
tt)cld)c  beibe  mit  htn  3Baffen  dertf)eibigen.'"  ' . 


^g  toirb  bier  9Jlttl  auf  btc  5(mcrl!anifr^c  f  a^ne  bor  bcm 
JBomBrtrbcmcnt  mi  ^ovi  8umtcr  gclj^offcn. 

%m  9.  3anuar  1861,  al«  don  3JJorri§  Ostaub  auf  ben  „(Star  of  t() 
SEeft"  gefdjoffen  wurbe,  fiet  bcr  erfte  feinblidje  <Bd)ii^  auf  cin  @d)iff  uutcr 
bem  ©d)u|jc  bcS  Unions  fanners  in  2lmeritanifd;em  ©cmiiffer.     Qn  mU 
6)tn\  ©eifte  bieS  gefd)a^  ujirb  gotgenbeg  jeigen  : 


(5Iu§  cinem  Scitartifct  bc§  „^ijaxUstcn  5Kercur^/'  Sanuar  10, 1861. 

„©ub=Saronna  I)Qt  nidjt  gesogcrt,  bem  ^eleibiger  ben  erften  ©d)Iag  in'5 
®efid)t  gu  ijcbcn.  SDiag  bie  9xcgienmg  ber  S^ereiuigten  ©taaten  md)  Se« 
Iteben  ben  '2d](ag,  lueWjer  no^  i^re  O^rcu  faufen  mac^t,  pren  obcr  juvucf* 
geben;  cr  tft  bie  ^olge  i()rer  ctgenen  iBanbitenfu()nt)eit.  Sir  njUrben 
nid)t  fiir  iDHUione n  biefen  @d)tag  suriicfne^mcn !  Sr 
i)ot  ein  ^albcS  ^^^^J^^wni^ei*  t  >5on  ^o^n  unb  8d)mal)ung 
ID  e  g  g  e  lui  I  d)  t !  (Siib^garolina  fann  ttieber,  o^ne  (S(^amrotf)e  fiir  feine 
gcgcmnfirtigc  (Sljre,  [totj  fein  auf  feinen  ^iftorifdjen  9\uf  unb  feine  ll^nen. 
IBercit^  fiat  baf^  ftotge  (Sd)o  feiner  ^anone  oon  Plaint  ln§  2:ejQ§  burc^  iebcS 
©orf  im  9corbcn  unb  Ijinunter  biiJ  ju  ben  ©en^iiffcrn  be§  ®iib*2Beften« 
tuiebergeljaflt." 

C^K  dintxud,  ben  bie  auf  bcm  „(£tar  of  t:^e  Seft"  tt?cf>etibe  9(merifantfdje  %aiine  mac^tc, 
wirb  in  folgcnbct  SSeifc  son  bem  „6l§arieston  Courier"  »om  10.  Sanuar  gcfd^ilb«rt :) 

vGine  ^ugc(  murbe  dor  bem  -^ugfpriet  beS  ©ainpfers  ^ingefanbt.  '^tx 
„®tar of  tl)e  Scft"  entfaltete  ha^  ©ternenbanncr.  ©obolb  bie  gal)ne 
ftc^  entroUte,  feuerte  baS  gort   ju  wicbcr  f)o  Iten  2)Zaten." 

^n  ber  9?a(^t  oon  ®onntag,  ben  13.  3anuar  1861,  n^urben  bei  2>id«* 
burg  auf  bem  9)2iffiffippi  and)  anbere  9tmerifQuifd)c  Sd)iffe  bie  3i<^l^fd)eibe 
be«  ^ebclienfcuer^.  2lrtillerie  war  gu  bicfem  ^mdt  ba^in  gefaubt  wox* 
ben.  T>k  ^citungen  t)on  SSicf^burg  gabcn  jur  3cit  eine  pra^fenbe  ®d)ils 
bcrung  biefer  53e(eibigung  ber  Union,  au'S  ir>eld;)er  ber  <2taat  fo  eben  burd) 
bie  Seceffiou^orbommnj  t)om  9.  .^annar  getreten  toar. 

Unmittetbar  nad)  ber  Organifation  ber  Oiegierung  ber  (5onfi)beration  ju 
SJZontgomerl),  erlie^  ber  f^inanjminifter,  iperr  DJZemminger,  Sirculare, 
burd)  U3e(c^e  er  bie  2)Zaut^biireau'^  bei  9ielm'^  daubing  an  bem  2J(iffiffippt 
unter^atb  be§  ©taatcei  S^enneffec  erridjtete,  ber  bamal§  nod;  nidjt  fecebirt 
l^atte.  T)k\t  Sircutare  crfc^ienen  am  6.  gebruar  1861.  Qlfx  3nl)att 
beweift  bie  ftiirmifdje  Site,  mit  tt)eld)er  bie  9iebeIIen  ben  ^anbel  auf  bem 
SDtiffif fippi  mit  2tbgaben  belegten. 

(3)er  brittc  ^ail  beS  t^cuems  auf  9(metifanifd}c  (Sdjiffc  Wixi  t)on  bcm  „<SotJannal^  SRc^ublis 
can"  »om2.  9lugufil861  mttgct^cilt.) 

„^voci  ^ugeln  nmrben  gegen  ba«  2)ampfboot  „®eorge'S  Srcef"  don 
iBattimorc  gefanbt." 

3m  Saufe  ber  erften  2Bodje  don  Slpril  1861  idurbc  tm  §afen  don 
61)arlcSton  auf  einen  <£d)Ooner  gefeuert. 

(!Der  „©ai?annal)  SRcvubiican"  »om  5. 9(^ri(  1861  fagt  unter  Slnbetm :) 
„^erfelbe  njurbe  don  2)lorri^  3^§(anb  mit  einem  Sononenfdju^  begrii^t. 
©ogleic^  jog  cr  bie  UnionSfa^ne  auf,  aber  biefe  ^emonftration  fd)icn  !eine 
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geniigcnbc  StnttDort  auf  bie  3litfforbcntno.  2JZeT)rcre  tugeln  iDitrben  in 
fein  STacfcIwcrf  gefanbt;  ciuc  baoon  fut)r  burd)  ba§  ^auptfegel  unb  ba« 
2l2art^[egcl/' 

^ie  S5cr|o|mtno§lttfi  ber  ^eBclIcn. 

SBir  gcben  t)ier  eincn  5lrti!ct  l)on  ben  ^nnberten,  tncWje  in  bcr  fUbtic^en 
'ij3re[[e  snr  3cit  aU  bie  9taumnng  be§  gort  (Sumter  im  9lorbcn  befprw^en 
tDurbe  mib  al^  man  ba  allgemein  gtaubtc,  e§  luerbc  bicfelbe  auf  ®runb 
„einer  mUitari[rf)en  9fJot^wenbig!cit"  [tattfinben. 

(9lu§  km  „^oufion  [S'eras]  ^Patriot"  9()5Vtl  5, 1861.) 
„'3)ie  $Hitterfc^aft"  tjat  triump^irt  unb  ber  9^orben  „fri^t  tott)." . . . 


©ie  ^aben  ^ott)  fref[en  unb  fii^  dor  ber  ^crr[d}enben  9?acc  be§  (SlibcnS 
beugen  mliffen  unb  ^idjt^  ^brt  mon  im  9torben  al§  beren  2Butl)gefd)rei. 
35on  ber  "^preffe,  au8  ben  Sffierfftcitten,  tjon  ber  toer^ungernben  33oI§ma[fe; 
toon  ben  ruinirten  ^'auf(euten,  an§  alien  ©tanben  unb  ^Ia[[eu  tommt  ber 
9iuf :  ®cbt  bie  gortS  auf ;  ta^t  un§  ^otl)  freffen  unb  (cben ;  la^t  unS 
inieber  toor  ber  t)o^crn  9facc  be§  (Sitben§  uicberfallen  ;  lt>ir  tootlen  (eben. 
3^ie  feigen  a)^ilItonen  be§  9torbcn^  fagten  un^,  ba§  h^ir  bie  Union  nid)t 
oertaffcn  fbnntcn.  Sir  tl)aten  e§  offen  unb  fiilju  unb  bcmiit^ig  anerfann* 
ten  fie  uufere  9;egiernng  al^  eine  9iotI)iiicnbigfcit.  ©ie  iubcltcn  fiir  i^r 
(Stcrncnbanncr  unb  forberten  bie  „  9Jitterf(^aft "  ^eraug,  biefe«  ^eilige 
(St)mboI  anjurii^ren.  Sir  ^aben  ed  I)crabgeriffen.  2(n  beffen  (Stelle  ^a* 
ben  tnir  bag  :Sanuer  ber  Sonfbberation  gcfe^t.  Sir  i)aben  fie  tjcrauSge* 
forbert  un§  ju  beju^ingen  unb  ben  ®d)impf  ju  al)nben  ;  inir  I)aben  if)re  ge* 
rii^mten  £rieg§t)aufcn  auf  ba§  ©djladjtfctb  bcfd)ieben,  aber  Don  ben  feigen 
§nubcn  ^brt  man  uur  ben  ®d^rei :  2}iintarifd)e  9coti)mcnbigfeit,  gebt  bie 
i^-ortS  auf,  jie{)t  bie  Xrnppen  jurilcf.  Sir  woUm  $lotl)  freffen  unb  teben. 
Gfelerrcgenb  ift  bcr  ©ebanfe,  je  mit  einem  foldjen  S3oI!e  nnter  berfelben 
$)iegieruug  getebt  ju  ^aben,  aber  freuen  'mix  unS  Uber  bie  2:rennung  unb 
blicEen  lr»ir  na^  bem  ©iiben. 

S)a§  2:reiben  im  9^orben  ift  fetbft  unferer  33ero^tnng  nid)t  njilrbig, 
wii^renb  SD?eji!o  bnr^  einen  (Siufall  non  Zt^a^  un§  einlabet  unferc  friltjere 
!i:t)atig!eit  iDieber  auf^une^men. 

(ffield^e  ®cftnnung  bie  DtcbcKen  gcgcn  bic  UnionSmattiicr  bcutf^cr  Jtbfunft  ^egen,  mit 
Wctd^cr  Sltot)^eit  unb  a3erad)hmg  bic  ffibtidK  Slnjiofratic  «on  ber  bcutfc^cn  $Race  jprict^t, 
mag  folgcnbcr  9lusjug  am  bcm  ^^nowidc  Stegiflcr,"  Sunt  12/  1863,  jcigcn. 

„5^euerbing§  l}abcn  luir  in  alien  <Sd)Iafi^ten  unb  bci  alien  Hon  ber  53un* 
beS'Gadallerie  gemad)ten  (Sinfallen  gefnnben,  ba^  bie  grojse  3JJaffe  bernbrb^ 
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lichen  ©otbotcn  qu§  „^ut(^men"  Befte^t.  5)ic  t)on  t^orreft  gefongcn  ge» 
nommenen  pllinbernbcn  ^Dicbe,  iDcIi^e  bie  §a(fte  ber  ^'uttiften  unb  ber 
U^ren  in  einem  !Du^enb  ton  bounties  in  Stiabama  ftai)(en,  waren  reinc 
,,!t)ntc§nten."  ©er  S'^ationalgermf)  ber  „!^ut(^men/'  biefer  9^acc  cbctt 
fo  eigent^ijmlirf)  tt)ie  ber,  wetd^er  beftcinbig  an§  ben  auggefpannten  ^fiafen* 
lod^crn  be§  S^egerS  sum  ^inimet  emporfteigt,  ift  ebenfo  unuerfennbar  atS 
ber  gonj  eigentpmlicfie  ©erui^  eincS  @tin!tl)tere6,  einer  alten  ^feife,  ober 
eineS  8agerbier=©aIon6.  3?erbred^en,  liDiebfta^Ie  unb  (2d)anbtt)aten  an 
ben  S'l'^wen  be^  (giibenS  oeriibt,  besetrfjnen  ftetS  ben  ^fab  biefer  ftinfenbcn 
2:ru)3p€n!br|.ier  don  betebtem  (Sauerfraut.  9^ofenfran3  [etbft  ift  ein 
nnbermifrfjter  ©utdjman,  er  ge^ort  ber  Derflu(^ten  9?ace  on,  tt)e^e  ba§  un* 

enblic^e  ©tbict  be§  9^orbn)cften§  uberffut^et  t)at SBir  l^aben  mel^r 

2tff)tnng  t)or  einem  5tct^iopter  in  i>cn  9?ei^en  be§  norbtirf)en  §eere§  al5  bor 
einem  ftinfenben  !Dutdjman,  ber  fein  benfbareS  ^'ntereffe  in  biefer  9?ebeflion 

^abcn  fann Sarum    follte    ni(f)t   jeber    gefongen^ 

j)utrf)man  ge^angt  merben?  2Bir  tt)erben  fUnftig  attc 
SBei^en,  hjeldie  in  3^e  ger  r  e  gim  entern  fommonbircn 
er^angen,  erfdjie^en  ober  auf  J^eben^jeit  einfpcr* 
ren  unb  bie  Sieger  fetbft  rtieber  jn  (S!(odcn  madden. 
!i)  a  §  i  ft  n  i  ^  t  3  u  1^  a  r  t.  9Hemanb  irirb  haQ  @egentt)eit  be^aupten. 
SBarum  foOten  xviv  benn  nid)t  einen  !l)utdjman  ^Sngen,  ber  Diet  toeniger 
unfere  @l)m|3at^ie  derbient,  a(§  @ambo.  iDie  tebenben  SDJoffen  don  ^ier, 
©auerfraut,  ZaM  unb  fautem  ^afe,  bie  ju  ^n^  unb  ju  ^ferb  pWubernb 
burdj  t>cn  ®ltben  ftreifen,  foHten  basu  benu^t  iDerben,  bie  ©onbebenen  unb 
bben  ^itgelab^ange  don  Sllaboma,  2^enneffec  unb  ©eorgia  ju  biingen  . . . 
©obalb  ein  9f?egiment  don  iDutc^mcn  bie  3leftc  eineS 
f  Ublid)en  SSalbeS  f  c^  miicf  t,  hj  er  ben  bercn  !it^ne(Sa* 
dalleri-e  ein  fade  in  ben  ©iiben  ouf^bren....  3)er  '^x'd^ 
fibent  ®adi§  brou^t  nid)t  befonberg  befragt  ju  hjerben  unb  toenn  einer 
pliinbernben  ^anbe,  toie  ber,  trcld^e  ^orreft  gefangen  nai)m,  ein  Unfatt  ju* 
fto^en  fottte,  glauben  n^ir  nid)t,  ^a^  unfer  '>|5rafibent  fe^r  argerlid^  toerben 
wnrbe." 


2)tt§  Sttmtevs^reignlff. 

(3n  bcm  „(S^arIe§tDn  ©ourier"  »om  4.  St^rit  1861,  Beftnbet  ftd^  ber  ffleric^t  etncr  Sflebe, 
i»eld)e  ber  Senator  2B  t  g  f  a  It  t>on  Xexas  bet  einem  ©tanb^en  :^itU.  ©enerol  53c<m! 
regarb,  ber  ©ouserncur  ^icfcns  unb  anbcre  ^Pcrfonen  bcffelben  (Sc^lageS  ttaren  gegen; 
Wdrtig.  3)er  f)ter  folgcnbe  (£a^  ber  9lebc  »on  SBigfaU  brucft  »olftommcn  ben  @eiji  aus, 
ttjeld)er  bamots  in  (SfjarlcStcn  ^errj4)te. 

„Ob  aJiaior  5lnberfon  burd)  ^efc^ie^ung  ober  5ln«^nngemng  ou«  bem 
gort  getrieben  tnerben  foil,  ift  nur  eine  grage  ber  3h)erfma§tgfeit.    >Dic 
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(g^re  bcS  ©ilbeitS  tDurbe  gcrettet,  ali  man  auf  ba5  33anncr  ber  SSercmig* 
ten  ©taaten^fc^o^  unb  fie  btelbt  fur  inuner  gcrettet,  \ia  bic  gctnbe  eS  nicf)t 
gcwagt  ^abcn,  i^re  Svbitterung  iibcr  bicfcn  ®d)u^  an  ben  ZaQ  ju  legen." 

SUJoge  ber  Cefcr  jebeS  biefer  SCorte  h)of)(  ernjiigen,  bcnn  fie  mUffcn  in 
ber  (Srinnerung  leben  !  Sigfall  fagte  bie  SSatirtjeit  in  ^ejug  auf  Stnber* 
fon'8  i^age.  (58  wax  fUr  bie  fliblic^e  Sonfoberation  „(Sine  grage  ber 
3  ttj  e  cf  m  a  ^  i  g  f  e  it  /'  ob  fie  t^m  aRojor  5lnberfon  burc^  ^efc^ie^ung 
ober  3lu§l)ungcrung  Dertreiben  foWten ;  unb  bie  Slbfi^t  ber  53ef^ie^ung 
tear,  bie  ©rensftaoten  in  bic  fiibtidjc  gonfiiberotion  ju  ftiirjen.  ©iefe 
<Staaten  jbgerten  ;  SSirginicn  befonberS  ^iett  juriirf.  Qn  feiner  (Sont)en* 
tion  befanb  fid^  eine  Union8=9J?Qioritat  unb  bie  grcunbc  ber  Union  be^aup* 
tcten  entfc^Ioffcn  il)re  (gtetlnng,  tro^  bed  {)eutenben  ^obelt)aufcn«,  ber 
unter  ber  Ceitung  t)on  3nbioibucn,  luie  O.  3enning§,  SBife  unb  9?oger  %. 
^rt)or  urn  iiai  Sapitot  Don  33irginicn  t)cr  tobte  unb  ben  ^reunben  ber  Union 
ben  Zo'i>  brof)te. 

^r^or  ipar  bamalS  im  (Songvc^  ber  S3ertrcter  bon  *i}3eter8burg  (3Sa.) 
Sr  fam  mit  einer  952iffion  don  ©citen  ber  SSirginifrfjen  ©eceffioniften  ju 
ben  unter  SBaffen  ftel)cnben  ©iib=(5aroIinern.  2Iin  10. 5tpri(  1861  fam  er 
in  g^artcSton  an  unb  ^ielt  am  2lbenb  eine  $Rebe,  weldje  toBrtlirf;  in  bcm 
„(^^arle8ton  2J?ercur^"  mitgetl)ei(t  iDurbe.  „3d)  fam/'  fagte  er,  „mn 
©iib-Garolina  ben  StuSbrud  nieiner  unbcgrenjten  ©anfbarfeit  gn  bringen. 
<So  f)od)  id)  auc^  baffelbe  fritt)er  ad}tcte,  fo  l)atte  ic^  bod)  nie  dormer  '!:>tn 
S^arafter  Don  <Sitb=Sarolina  in  feiner  ganjen  ©rii^e  gctoiirbigt."  — 

(Sotgenbcl  ifi  ein  WctUic^ev  StuSjug  aus  !p  r  V  o  t '  5  SRebe.) 

,,3'd}  banfe  3I)itf "/  nteine  |)erren,  gonj  befonberS  bafiir,  ba^  ©ie  enbU^ 
biefe  derf(ud)te  Union,  beren  Corruption  un8  entgegen  ftinft,  beren  2:i)rannei 
ofle  ©ren^en  iiberft^reitet,  Dernid)tet  ^ben.  (^eifall.)  @ott  fei  ©onf,  enb* 
lid)  'ijat  fie  ber  iBU^ftro^t  eineS  cntriiftctcn  23oIfe8  Dcrfcngt  unb  jcrriffcn. 
(Sauter  iSeifall.)  <Sie  ift  nic^t  blo8  oernic^tet, — fonbern  and;  fiir  immer. 
(3"ruf :  ©ie  ^aben  9ied)t!— unb  53eifatt.)  ®ic  ift,  mie  bie  iibel  fagt, 
auf  ben  i8oben  gegoffene§  Staffer,  ba^  nidjt  mcl)r  aufgefd)o)3ft  Jwerbcn 
fann.  (^cifalL)  SS>ie  Lucifer,  ber  (Sof)n  beg  2Rorgen8,  ift  fie  gefoKen, 
um  nie  UDieber  aufjuftefjen.  (Sln^altenber  ^eifalt.)  2B  o  8  m  i  ^  be* 
trifft,  fo  tuitrben  DergebenS  morgen  5lbra{)am  8in* 
coin  unb  ^annibat  ^amtin  tf)re  Slemter  niebcrlegcn 
unb  mir  einen  iDci^en  Sogen  papier  gebcn,  um  bie 
^ebingungen  ber  9?il(ffef)r  ^u  ber  geftorbenen 
Union  bar  auf  ju  fdjreiben;  i^  h)i}rbemitS3erad)* 
tung  beren  5Inerbieten  3urii(fn)eifcn. 

„0d)  forberc  <Bk  auf  unb  rid^tc  gewiffermapen  bie  perfonHd^e  53ittc  an 
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<Bk,  infofern  e«  [ici^  barunt  ^oubelt,  un§  in  SJirginten  gu  uuterftii^en,  ic^ 
forbere  ®ie  auf,  in  Q^vtm  Stu^brucf  ber  6ffentltcf)en  3!J?cinung,  in  ber  T)ars 
legung  Q\)vcv  offijiellen  2lbfid)t  ben  ©ebanfen  ber  9^ccon[trnction  nic^t  ju 
bifligen.  (2Sie(e  ©timmen  mit  ^^ad^brucf  „9^te !  9^{e !  unb  :SBeifa(I.)  3eber= 
ntonn  [agt  in  33irginien,  ba§  man  tm  du^erften  ^aKe  bte  ®acl)e  be§  (£uben§ 
gegen  bie  Ontereffen  bc«  9?orben§  aufne^mcn  irerbe,  aber  im  ®e{)cimcn 
fliiftert  man  Don  9^cconftntftion  nnb  tion  ber  9^ott)menbigfeit  in  ber  Union 
3U  btciben  mit  bem  ©ebanfen,  bie  Union,  tk  <Bk  tiernic^tet  ^aben,  gu 
reconftrniren.  Qd)  bitte  ®ie,  meine  ^erren,  ne^men  ©ie 
jcnen  Ceutcn  biefe  ^bee.  SScrfiinben  ©ie  ber  3BeIt,  ba^  unter 
feiner  :53ebingnng  ©iib=SaroIina  je  toieber  in  eine  |:iofitifc^e  SSerbinbung 
mit  ben  5iboUtioniften  t)on  9'ku:=(§ng(anb  treten  h^irb.  (:©eifa(t  unb  @e* 
fc^rei :  9]ie !  9^ie !) 

„9)KBtrauen  ©icS3irginien  nirfjt.  ©o  gcttii^,  aU  morgcn  bie  ©onne  Uber 
nnS  aufgeljen  n^irb,  h)irb  SSirginien  ein  9}titg(ieb  ber  [iiblic^en  (Sonfbbertts 
tion  fein.  (^eifall.)  Unb  ic^  tt)ill  ^'fjnen  [agcn,  meine  |)erren,  maS  2>ir== 
ginien  in  meniger  aU  einer  ©tunbe  bei  cincr  ©I)rcn)§bur^=Uf)r  in  bie  Son= 
foberation  bringen  ftiirb. — Z ^uen©ie  einen©rf)Iag!  (©tiirmi= 
id)er  Seifafl.)  ©obalb^fut  Dergoffen  ift,  n)irb23irgif 
nien  gemeinf  djaf  tlid^  e  ©arf)e  mit  feinen  ^riibern  beS 
©  li  b  c  n  g  m  a  d)  e  n.  (Seifall.)    (S§  fann  unmoglii^  anberS  ^anbeln." 

©0  entlebigte  fid)  "iprtjor  [einer  9)Zi[fion.  Wan  mirb  fid)  erinnern,  ba^ 
SKigfall,  ber  am  4.  bie  ^-rage  ber  ^mcdma^igfeit  au^fprad^,  unb  ^rljor, 
ber  einen  ©djtag  Dertangte  nnb  ^lut  forberte,  aU  2(bjutanten  be«  ©enerals 
^eauregarb  bei  bem  Stngriff  auf  gort  ©umter  tf)Qtig  maren. 

5rtad)bem  befc^Ioffen  luar,  ba^  S^idma^iQtcit  bie  33crtreibung  be§  2JJa* 
jor^  Stnbcrfon  au§  ^ort  ©umter  burc^  eine  ^efc^ie^ung  unb  nicfit  burd^ 
2lu«^ungerung  derlange,  ba§  ein  ©d)(ag  getljan  merben  miiffe,  urn  ba^ 
altc  23irginien  au6  ber  Union  ju  bringen,  ba^  ^int  t)ergoffen  inerben 
miiffe,  njurbc  3J?ajor  Slnberfon  aufgeforbert,  ^ort  ©umter  ju  ubcrgeben. 
dine  eigent^umtidje,  ^bd)ft  bebeutungSdoKe  Sorrefponbenj  fanb  itatt.  2lm 
11.  5lprit  1861,  11  Uf)r  be3  ajJorgenS,  lourbe  Don  ©enerat  ^eaurcgarb 
an  Stnberfon  folgenbe  a)cittl)eilung  gefanbt : 

ajjajor, — 3n  i^olge  ber  ^Ijuen  burc^  meine  ^bjutanten,  bie  ^errcn  S^eft* 
nut  unb  See  gemac^ten  miinblic^en  5I>Zittf)eitung  in  ^esug  auf  O^vc  23or* 
riit^e  unb  ben  Umftanb,  ba^  ©ie  in  tt)enigen  liTagen  auSge^ungert  mcrben 
h)iirben,  wenn  nid)t  unfere  ^anonen  ©ie  sufammenfc^bffen," — fd;(ug  nun 
©encrat  Seauregarb  dor,  ba^  Slnberfon  angebe,  maun  feine  S3orratf)e  er* 
fd^b|3ft  fein  tritrben,  unb  gab  oor,  i>a^  ^futoergie^en  oermeiben  ju  njoUen. 

a)hior  2lnbcrfon  crtt)ieberte  am  12.  Slprit  1861,  2  U^r  30  Wimtm 
3SoTmittag« : 
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„  2Benn  id)  mlt  ben  not^igcn  3:ran«|)ortmitte{n  berfef)cn  irerbc,  XoMi  \6) 
^ort  @umter  am  33ovmittage  beS  15.  2I|3rit  raumcn,  fafls  icf)  nid)t  iJorf)cr 
toon  meiner  Q^egierung  binbcnbe  Sefe^te  ober  3"f"^^  ^'^  SebenSmitteIn  cr= 
Ijaltcn  t)Qbe." 

9luf  bic[e  (Srflavung,  ba^  er  bem  SScr^ungern  im'^e  [ct,  unb  binnen  brei 
3:ogcn  bag  ^-ort  li^erbe  iibergcben  inii[[en,  erijtelt  aJZajor  Slnbcrfon  folgeube 
Stntwort : 

Slprit  12.,  1861,  3K  Ut}!-  a)?orgen§. 
Mtva  §err, — 5luf  ®cfel)(  be§  ®ngabter=®eneral  iBcaurcgarb,  (Somman= 
banten  ber  proi)ifori[c^cn  <Streit!ro[tc  ber  Sonfoberirten  ©taatcn,  ^ben 
tt)ir  bie  S^rc,  O^nen  anjujeigcn,  ba^  bcrfelbe  in  ciner  ©tunbe  'ixx^  teener  Don 
jeinen  ^attericn  auf  govt  <2umter  croffnen  inirb. 
2Bir  ^ben  bie  (it)ve,  2C. 

^ameS  (El)eftnut,  jr.    ®te^f)en  3^.  See,  Slbjntanten. 
Unb  bemgemii^  murbc  'yi^x^  ^eucr  erijffnet. 


9lttj^  ber  Sef^icftung  ban  Sort  ^umtrr. 

-3n  bcv  9iarf)t  na(^  ber  Ucbergabe  con  ^ovt  (Sumter  bracfite  man 
-5ef[er[on  ®aing  unb  fcinem  ^abincte  ju  9)contgomcrt)  ein  Stcinbdjen,  unb 
ber  ^rieg^mtniftcr,  S.  3:.  SBolfer  ton  Itabama,  fpradj  bie  folgenben  be= 
fannten  SBortc : 

„  9iiemanb  fann  fagen,  nio  ber  5?rteg,  ber  Tjeute  begann,  enben  tuirb,  aber 
er  luoUe  bie  Sci[[agnng  au^fprei^en,  ha'^i,  bie  %a\)m,  iDctdjc  ie^t  I)ier  f(at= 
tert,  t)or  b/em  1.  2}cai  auf  bem  iDome  be6  (2apito(6  ju  SBa^Ijiugton  incfien 
tt)irb." 

""  ^Diefe  Sorte  it)urben  gefproc^en,  e'^e  ber  "iprofibent  ber  S3ereinigten 
©taatcn  irgenb  ein  en  3lft  doIt3ogen  t)atte.  (5§  juar  eine  birefte  unb  offijiefle 
5)ro^nng,  ba§  "t^a^  Sapitol  ber  33ereinigten  ©taaten  t)on  ben  Qxebellen  gc- 
nommen  ftierben  folk.  Sie  bie[c(be  in  bem  9tebeIIengebictc  aufgenommen 
njurbe,  merben  bie  fo(genben  StuSjiige  au§  ^i-itu^Qcn  jener  jTage  jeigevt : 

(9tus  bent  „gflt^monb  (inquirer,"  9(^3rit  13.,  1861.) 

„5{d)tnng,  ^^reituillige !— 9^ic^tg  ift  n3at}rfc^einlic^er,  a\^  ba^  ber  'iprafi* 
bent  X)at)i«  ho.\'t>  ein  |)eer  burc^  9torb=(SaroIina  unb  23irginicn  nac^  SSa«:= 
^ington  fii^ren  iDivb.  iSiefenigen  unferer  Jreiicilligcn,  iceld^e  beabfi^tigen, 
ber  fUblidjen  Slrmce  bei  itjrcm  ^urdjmarfd)  bur(^  unfern  ®taat  fic^  an3U^ 
fc^Iie^en,  n?iirben  gut  baran  t^un ,  fic^  augenblidlic^  sn  bicfem  ^trecfe  3u 
organifiren  unb  iljre  SBoffen,  Uniformen,  9}Junition  unb  2'ornifter  bereit  3U 
ijalten." 
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(Stufi  ber  ^DfJeW^Drltans  ^kaijunc,"  ^\!xil  18.) 

„!Dtc  erfte  {^olgc  ber  ©cccffion  bon  2?irginicn  inirb  btc  SdtStDcwberung 
!2tnGotn'§  unb  feine^  ^obinctcS  fcin,  mit  5inem,  H)a«  er  in  bie  fi^ere  ^J^ad^* 
barfd^aft  toon  f)Qrrt§inirg  obcr  Cincinnati— dtelleidjt  md)  Buffalo  obcr 
Sfebelanb  mitnefjmcn  fann." 

(Stus  fcem  „Slii^monb  (Sramincr,"  S(^)rU  28.) 
fS'^t  border  gab  cS  in  bem  33o(f  I)alb  [o  Diet  ©inftimmigfcit  obcr  ein 
3e^ntct  bc5  (giferS  in  53e3ug  anf  irgenb  cinen  @cgcn[tanb,  als  bie§  |e^t 
ber  t^all  ift  fitr  bic  Grobcrung  Don  Sa^^ington.  23on  ben  Sergc§gipfettt 
unb  ben  3:i)alcrn  bi§  3ur  SDc'ecre^fitftc  ertont  ber  fttilbe,  ftiirmifc^e  'knf, 
S!Ba§{)ington  urn  jebcn  "ipreis  ju  ncf)men." 

(3tu§  ber  ,,®clb§Boro  [5fi.  d.]  2'ribune,"  5(^3rit  24.) 

„Sir  cvfa^ren,  ba^  T>nncan  ^.  9J?c9?ae,  SSq.,  ber  bergangene  '^adjt  ^tcr 
onfam,  be[onbern  •33efet)I  ^at,  ein  9?egiment  oon  ^^orb-Sorolina  nad)  Sa§* 
f)ington  ju  fit^ren.  3)a§[elbe  1:)at  [id)  bereit  jn  fatten,  nad)  48  <£tunbcn 
auf^nbredjen.  !l)ie3  t)-ern)irf(id)t  bie  S5?ortc  beg  llriegSminifterS  SSatfcr  ju 
!Dlontgoincrt)  in  ^ejng  anf  bie  ^nnbe^^uptftabt.  S§  Ocrfegt  bie  <Bd)\a6)U 
Itnie  Hon  bem  Potomac  an  bie  ©ren3e  oon  1?enn[l)(tianien." 

(5(us  bem  „3ia(eig^  [9t.  6.]  6tanbarb/'  ST^jril  24.) 
,,9?orbsSaroIina  fiJnntc  jc^^t  fcin  ootks  (Contingent  gum  SIngriff  auf 
SSa^^ington  [enben.  Un[ere  ©tra^en  n3imme{n  Don  8olbaten  unb  Offi= 
gieren.  SSaS^ington  luirb  batb  jn  ^ei^  [ein  fiir  2(.  Lincoln  unb  [eine  9f?c= 
gierung.  9torb=:SaroIina  1:)at  [ic^  au^gc[prod)en  unb  irirb  [eine  ©riflarung 
gu  oenuirfUdjcn  U)i[[en." 

(5lu5  bem  ,,(Sufda  (ix)?xe^"  mabama],  9tyri(  25.) 
,,9J?it  bem  unabfjcingigen  3?irginicn  auf  ber  einen  ©eite  nub  ben  ©ecef* 
[ioniftcn  Don  9J?orl)Ianb  (bie  o^nc  B^^'f^^  ^'^^  9Jtef)rI)eit  ber  ^eDoIferung 
jinb)  auf  ber  anbern,  [oflte  e§  \ci}t  unfere  ^olitif  [ein,  bie  iBunbe^^u|)t[tobt 
gu  nef)men  unb  gincotn  unb  [ein  Cabinet  gu  ^triegggefangenen  gn  madjen. 
|)aben  mv  erft  bic  .^anpter  ber  9iegierung  in  un[erer  ©etoalt,  [o  !i)nnen 
tt)ir  bie  unS  bclicbigeu  ^ebiugungen  t»or[d)reiben  unb  Diedeidjt  einen  tangen, 
btutigen  ^ampf  ocrraeiben." 

9Ste  Sirfjittictt  tttt§  ber  Unm  geBrru^t  tuttrbe. 

Wan  irirb  [ic^  erinnern,  ba^,  nac^bcm  ^rljor'g  ©c^tag  gn  g^arle«= 
ton  gct^an  trar, — jener  ®d}(ag,  ber  S3irginien  in  einer  ©tunbc  an&  ber 
Union  bringen  [ollte, — bie  (Conoention,  burd)  ben  $obe(  cinge[djiidjtert,  bie 
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©cccffionSorbonnanj  anna^m,  bie  ber  Sifligung  bc3  S3o(fe8  burc^  bie  SBa^t* 
ume  unterlDorfen  toerben  follte.  !©ann  tuar  c«  augenblirflid^  ber  ^lan  bet 
(Seceffioniften,  ben  tuaf)ren  5(u§bru(f  be^  23oI{'6iyiIIen§  unmoglic^  ju  nmc^en. 
gin  ®rief  beg  (Senator^  DJZafon,  ge[rf)rieben  am  16.  SOZai  ju  SBtndiefter  in 
SSirginien  unb  t)eroffentnd)t  in  bem  „S5Jin(i)cftcr  S3irginian"  t)om  22.  SOZai 
ent^iillt  ba§  gonje  (Somptott.  ©er  ®rief  entpit,  wie  er  fagt,  bie  Slnttoort 
auf  bie  dietfai^  an  \^x\  geric^tcte  ?^rage: 

„5Bet(f)e  ©tettung  tDiirbe  SSirginien  einnc^mcn,  trenn  bie  @ece[fion«« 
orbonnanj  bei  ben  beDor[tef)enben  Sal)Ien  Doin  33oIfe  t)emorfen  werben 
follte?'' 

(Sr  fagte: 

„T>k  (Sece[fion§orbonnan3  'ijat  ben  ®taat  au«  ber  Union  gcnommen,  nnb 
jwar  mit  alien  au§  ber  S^rennung  ent[pringenbcn  ^-otgen.  ^uv  gemein[cf)aft« 
Itrfien  SSert{)eibigung  iDurbe  unmitttbar  nac^  ber  Stnnafjme  ber  <Secc[[ion§* 
orbonnans  don  ber  SonDention  im  9^amen  beS  SSoIfeg  toon  33irginien  ein 
SOJilitdrbunbni^  mit  ben  Sonfbberirten  <Staoten  beg  ®iiben§  abgefdjloffen, 
bcmgema^  bie  tc^teren  Derpflid)tet  finb,  unfercm  ©taate  gcgen  einen  (Sinfad 
don  ®eiten  ber  ^nnbeSregiernng  gu  ^iiffe  jn  eilen,  unb  luir  pben  nun  in 
33trginien  ju  ^orperg  gerrl)  unb  ju  ^I'iorfotf  bem  gemeinfamen  geinbe 
gegeniiber  me^rere  2:aufcnbe  ber  topfcrften  Sof)nc  toon  ©iib^SaroHua,  5I(a* 
bama,  Couifiana,  ©eorgia  unb  9D'ii[[iffi|3pi.'" 

gr  fa^rt  bann  fort,  barjutpn,  baf.,  bliebc  ber  ^taat  in  ber  Union,  biefe 
fiibli^en  J^ruppen  ben  ®el)brben  ber  S3ereinigtcn  ©taoten  auggeliefert 
itoerben  mii^ten.  Unb  alg  @d)(u^  fiigt  er  ben  gansen  OperotionSmobuS 
ber  (Sece[[ioniften  tjin^u: 

„,5ragt  man  nun:  3Bag  pbcn  bie  ju  tl^un,  tt)e(rf)c  i^rer  Ueberjeugung 
gcma^  ^irginien  uii^t  toon  ben  23ereinigten  ©taaten  loSrei^cn  fbnnen,  fo 
ift  bie  5(ntn)ort  einfad)  unb  bcftimmt:  ®ie  (5{)re  foiDot)!  alg  bie  '^>\l\d)t  toer* 
(angt  toon  i^nen  nid)t  iiber  biefe  ^-rage  abjuftimmen;  bleiben  fie  biefcr 
Ueberjcugunggetreu,  fomiiffenfiebenStaattoerlaffeiu 

S)ie  angeblid)e  S5orIage  ber  ©eceffiongorbonnanj  toor  bag  ^oit  luar  atfo 
nur  eine  ilomobie.  3)er  ^obet  toon  $Hid)monb  unb  onbern  Drtcn  fe^tc 
feinen  gu^  auf  bag  „©outoerane  3SoIf"  beg  „(Soutoerdnen  ©taateg."  Senn 
ein  ^SBiirger  bie  ©eceffion  nic^t  rtotlte,  fo  Ijatte  er  ben  ©taat  ju  toerlaffen. 
(5g  ftanb  i^m  nicf)t  frei,  bagegen  ju  ftimmen. 


©atoon  f)ort  maa  ie^t  toiel  fprec^en.    !iDer  folgenbc  ®eneralbefet)t  beg 
©encralg  :33eauregarb,  ber  mcljr  alg  einen  SWonat  toor  ber  <Bd)la6)t  bei  Sutt 
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9?un  crlaffcn  njurbc,  frfjcint  bem  ^rieg  einen  fc^timmcrn  S^rafter  gcQeoett 
3U  ^aben,  al§  man  e§  irgenb  feitbem  be^auptcte: 

,,^auijfquartier  ju  9l(eranbrta.  ) 
Sager  Widens,  3uni  5,  1861.  ' 

„(^m  rui^Iofer,  prtncipientofcr  geinb  ift  in  unfer  l^anb  ehigefallen.  2lbra* 
^am  Cincotn,  o^nc  2l(^tung  oor  ben  morati[(f)en,  gefe^Ii^en  unb  fonftttu* 
tloneflen  ®d;ranten,  ^at  feine  SlboIttionSbanben  in  unfcre  2Jiittc  gefanbt ; 
fie  morben  unb  fertern  Suerc  aJJitbiirger  ein ;  fie  confiSciren  unb  gerftiircn 
@uern  SSe\i^  unb  bege^en  anbere  ®maittl)atm,  ju  fdjaraloS,  fiir  bae  men[(^- 
li^e  ©eflj^l  3u  emporenb,  urn  aufge^Ql)!!  werben  ju  fonnen.  Sllle  O^egeln 
einer  cioilifirten  ^rteg^fu^rung  finb  oufgcgeben  unb  burd)  i^rc  ^anbtungen, 
iDenn  ni^t  burc^  i^re  i^a^nen,  Derfitnbeu  bie  ?^einbe,  ba^  i^r  @d)(ac^truf 
tautet:  ,^eute  unb  i^rauen.'  Slfle^,  n)a§  bem  2JJanne  t^euer  ift,(guerc  g^re, 
bie  Surer  {^rauen  unb  J^od^ter,  Qutt  33ermbgen,  ©uer  Seben — finb  in  biefem 
ber^angni^Doflen  ^ampfe  auf'3  <S|)ie(  gefe^t. 

S.  3r.  iBeauregarb, 
(^ommanb.  Srigabier'@eneral 

Z^.  3 0 r b  a n ,  aU  ®cncrat^2lb|utant-5tffiftent." 

!I)ie  bemofratifc^e  ^artei,  fagt  man  un§  je^t,  ift  gcgen  ben  ^rieg  ,,ltiegen 
feineS  Deranberten  S^arafter«."  (5f)e  man  etwaS  Don  ben  9?efoIutionen 
(5rittenben'«  prte,  erfrf)ien  folgenber  ^aragrap^: 

(Stus  bem  „!Da^ton  emj)irc,"  ^pxii  15.,  1861.) 

„T)er  „(5incinnati  (Commercial"  derlangt,  ia^  O^io  auf  einmat  je^n^ 
taufenb  SJJann  ftelle.  @r  fagt,  bieS  fei  feine  'i^arteifrage.  SltterbingS  nii^t; 
i>aQ  ift  ba«  a(te  CofungSttJort,  luenn  man  bk  ©emofratie  auSderfaufen  Ujitt. 
Ss  rtirb  bem  „ Commercial"  oic(  3^^*  foften,  biefe 
jeljntauf  enb  SO^ann  JU  er^olten.  SBir^offcn,  ba§jebcr 
jDemofrat  in  berSegiSlotur  feft  gegen  ©inen  ®oIUr 
unb  (Siuen  23?ann  ftimmen  ujirb.  SSir  fatten  mit  ber  ^eroor* 
rufung  btefe«  ®iirgerfriege§  nid)tg  ju  t^un,  unb  njir  beabfid^tigen'uic^t^  ben 
^am^f  JU  iiberne^men." 

Titv  „!r)a^ton  ©mpire"  ttar  beim  grfc^einen  biefe«  '!Paragra|)^en  ba§ 
^eimat^gorgan  Don  ^errn  S3aflanbig^am.  @g  ift  nic^t  umoa^rfc^einIi(^, 
ba§  er  biefen  Slrtifel  fc^rieb.  (S«  fc^eint  alfo,  ha^  bie  25attanbig^am;®emo* 
fraten  gcnau  Don  bem  ©tanbpunft  „feinen  Warn,  feincn  ©ottar"  au§* 
gingcn,  auf  bem  neulic^  bie  'ipiatform  ber  „^eimtic^en  S3errdt^cr"  in  l?en* 
tud^  aufgefteKt  fturbe. 

i'DV)al  itaQueS,  ©efcdfd^aftcn,  obcr  ctnjelne  ^Perfcnen  fonncn  unfcre  ^Pufcltfationen  lum. 
^ofienpreilc  cr^dten,  tcenn  fte  jtc^  an  baS  (SrccuttO:6ommittce,  ibcr  ^jerfonlid)  nad)  bem 
©efcHjdiaftglofal  ,  9tro.  863  ^roabtoa^,  wcnben,  ttJO  ubtxi)aupt  jeic  Siusfunft  uber  bie 
®ejeUj(^aft  ert^citt  witb. 


LOYAL     PUBLICATION    SOCIETY, 

863  BROADWAY. 

No.  54. 


OUR    BURDEN    AND    OUR    STRENGTH, 

OR    A 

COMPREHENSIVE  AND  POPULAR  EXAMINATION 

OF    THE 

DEBT  A^^D  EESOUKCES  OF  OUR  COUNTRY, 

PRESENT  AND  PROSPECTIVE. 


Can  we  pay  our  present  and  prospective  National  Debt,  or 
even  the  interest  upon  it  ?  Can  we  bear  witliout  impoverisn- 
ment  as  a  people,  the  burden  of  our  present  or  future  necessary 
taxation  ?  These  are  questions  which  the  continuance  of  the 
war  and  the  exigencies  of  the  times  continually  call  up  in  the 
hearts,  if  they  do  not  prompt  to  utterance  upon  the  lips,  of  mul- 
titudes of  our  citizens. 

All  are  more  or  less  familiar  with  the  general  facts  respecting 
the  increase  of  the  population  of  our  country  and  its  wondrous 
development  in  wealth  and  resources  ;  but  few  have  been  enabled 
to  bring  the  subject  so  definitely  and  clearly  before  them  as  to 
draw  from  it  that  trust  and  encouragement  for  the  future,  which 
it  is  certainly  capable  of  affording.  Recognizing  this  fact,  it  has 
occurred  to  the  wi-iter  that  good  and  timely  service  might  now  be 
rendered  to  the  country,  by  instituting  a  large  and  accurate  in- 
quiry concerning  our  national  ability — present  and  prospective — 
to  pay  our  maximum  future  debt,  interest  and  2^^'i'n'Cipal ;  and 
rising  from  this  study,  with  the  highest  degree  of  encouragement, 
he  begs  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  Ms  fellow-citizens  to  the 


statistics  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  collect ;  hoping  thereby, 
that  the  faith  they  feel  in  our  ultimate  and  triumphant  success, 
may  be  made  the  stronger  ;  that  anxiety  and  fear  may  be,  in  a 
degree,  banished  from  their  hearts  ;  and  by  means  of  a  courage 
justly  entertained,  and  duties  consequently  well  performed,  they 
may  aid  in  reducing  the  fluctuations  of  the  currency  ;  may  sus- 
tain the  laborer  and  the  capitalist  in  their  right  relations  ;  may 
help  to  give  the  dollar  its  just  value  ;  to  labor  its  full  reward  ; 
and  by  seeing  that  the  production  of  national  wealth  is  still  ad- 
vancing with  giant  strides,  and  that  the  war  does  not  and  cannot 
retard  its  progress,  they  may  be  further  assured  that  the  credit 
and  honor  of  the  country  are  to  be  amply  and  perfectly  sus- 
tained. 

The  discussion  of  the  topics  involved  in  such  an  inquiry,  must, 
of  necessity,  be  mainly  statistical,  and  therefore  will  undoubtedly 
be  judged  by  some,  a  priori,  as  dry  and  uninteresting  ;  for  un- 
fortunately there  are  many  disciples,  in  all  countries,  of  the  old 
Pasha,  described  by  an  English  traveller,  who,  when  asked  to  lend 
his  authority  to  aM  in  the  collection  of  statistical  information, 
exclaimed,  "  Oh,  joy  of  my  liver,  I  have  been  sixty  years  in  this 
province,  and  twenty  years  governor  of  this  town,  but  never  yet 
have  I  inquired  as  to  the  number  of  tiles  on  the  houses,  nor  what 
kind  of  dirt  the  people  take  away  in  their  carts.  Mashallah  !  life 
is  short,  let  us  enjoy  its  blessings  and  ask  no  questions."  If  there 
are  any  such,  perchance,  among  our  readers,  to  them  we  shall 
offer  no  apology,  but  enter  at  once  upon  our  subject. 

Previous  to  1861,  the  United  States  stood  before  the  world 
in  the  anomalous  position  of  a  great  nation,  with  substantially 
no  national  debt.  Having  since  conformed  in  this  respect  to 
the  usages  of  all  other  civilized  people,  it  is  desirable,  in  the 
outset  of  this  inquiry,  to  compare  our  debt  and  its  distribution 
'pcr  capita  with  the  national  debt  of  the  leading  nations  of 
Europe.  For  this  comparison  we  assume  that  the  debt  of  the 
Federal  Government,  which  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  in 
June,  1864,  was  about  $1,750,000,000,  will,  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  amount  to  $3,000,000,000   (three  thousand   millions),   an 


amount  which,  with  proper  annual  taxation,  certainly  ought  not 
to  be  exceeded.  The  various  figures  tabulated,  will  then  afford 
us  the  following  exhibit : 

Showing  the  present  and  prospective  debt,  interest  and  population  of  the  United  States, 
with  tJie  present  debt,  interest  and  pojmlation  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Austria, 
Italy,  and  Holland. 


United  Loyal  States,  July,  1864 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  assumed  to  take 

place  in  1865 

In  1S70,  assuming  30  per  cent,  as  the  aver.ago 

decennial  increase  of  populationf 

InlSSO,        '  do.  

Inl890,  do.  

In  1900,  do.  

Great  Britain,  March,  1803 

Frasce,  1862 

Austria,  1862 '. 

Italy,  1863 

Holland,  1863 


$1,750,000,000 

3,000,000,000 

3,000,000,000 
3,000,000,000 
3,000,000,000 
3,000,000.000 
3,915,000,000 
2.206,000,000 
1,263,000,000 
764,000,000 
424500,000, 


24,900,000    $  75,000,000*  $72,92 


34,000,000 

40,950,000 
53,235,000 
69,205,500 
89,964,150 
30,000,000 
37,000,000 
35,000,000 
22,000,000 
3,600,000 


180  000,000 

180,000,000 
180,000,000 
180,000,000 
180,000,000 
127,564,000 
110,000,000 


73.26 
56.34 
43.35 
3S.34 
130  46 
59.65 

36ao 

34.73 
117.00 


$3.01 


4.38t 

3.38 

2.60 

2.00 

4.':5 

3.00 


it  would  thus  appear  from  the  above  table  (the  figures  and  esti- 
mates of  which  are,  it  is  believed,  entirely  reliable)  that  assuming 
the  actual  national  debt  at  the  close  of  the  federal  fiscal  year, 
June,  1864,  to  be  $1,750,000,000,  the  apportionment  of  debt  to 
each  individual  of  iho,  loyal  States  would  be  $72.92,  and  of  the 
annual  interest  $3.01.    If  we  assume  further,  that  the  war  termi- 


*0f  the  debt  of  the  Loyal  States,  July  1st,  1864,  as  above  given,  an  amount  at  least  equal  to 
$500,000,000  (existing  in  the  form  of  currency)  is  not  chargeable  with  interest. 

t  See  table  of  population  from  1790  to  1860,  which  follows. 

%  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  in  comparing  the  interest  accountof  the  debt  of  the  United  States  with 
that  of  Great  Britain  and  the  other  European  states,  that  the  rate  per  cent,  varies  greatly.  In  Great 
Britain  the  average  rate  of  interest  paid  on  the  National  debt  does  not  exceed  3f  per  cent.  In 
France  the  highest  nUe  paid  s  ^  per  cent,  while  much  of  the  French  debt  pays  a  rate  as  low 
as  3  per  cent 


nates  at  or  before  the  close  of  1865,  and  that  the  national  debt  has 
reached  at  that  period  the  sum  of  $3,000,000,000,  then  the  debt 
for  the  population  of  the  restored  Union,  will  average  $82.35  for 
each  individual,  and  the  annual  interest  $5.35.  Supposing  the 
debt  to  remain  the  same,  {t.  e.,  $3,000,000,000)  and  the  popula- 
tion 1o  increase  in  the  ratio  of  only  30  per  cent,  for  each  decennial 
period,  the  table  shows  the  rapid  decrease  of  individual  liability 
for  debt  and  interest  during  the  remaining  years  of  the  present 
century. 

The  average  increase  of  the  population  of  the  United  States 
prior  to  1860,  has  been  generally  assumed  by  statisticians,  to  have 
been  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum.  That  the  actual 
increase  has,  however,  been  always  in  excess  of  this  ratio  will  be 
seen  by  the  table  on  page  5,  in  which  the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  given  for  each  decennial  period  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Constitution,  and  also  the  increase  of  the 
population  of  Great  Britain  during  the  same  period  ;  of  France 
since  the  year  1801  ;  and  of  Prussia  since  1816. 


T.A.:OI_iEI 

Showing  the  actual  and  percentage  increase  of  t]ie  pojmlation  of  the  United  States  iy 
decades,  froml790  to  1860  ;  of  Great  Britain,  from  1793  to  1861 ;  of  France, 
from  1801  to  1861 ;  and  of  Prussia,  from  1816  to  1861. 


United  States. 
Great  Britain. 
United  States. 
Great  Britain 

France 

Uuited  States. 
Great  Britain . 

Prussia 

United  States. 
Great  Britain. 

France 

Prussia 

United  States. 
Great  Britain. 

France 

Prussia , 

United  States. 
Great  Britain. 

France 

Prussia 

United  States., 
Great  Britain. 

France 

Prussia 

United  States 
Great  Britain . 

France 

Prussia 


Year. 

Population. 

1790 

3,929,827 

1793 

14,500,000 

1800 

5,305,937 

ISOO 

10,000,000 

1801 

27,349,000 

ISIO 

7,239,814 

1812 

18,000,000 

1816 

10,319,000 

1820 

9,038,191 

1823 

21,193,438 

1S'21 

30,461,000 

1822 

11,664,000 

1830 

12,866,020 

1833 

24.304,799 

1831 

32,569,000 

1834 

13,038,000 

1840 

17,069,453 

1841 

27,041,031 

1841 

84,230,000 

1840 

14,051,000 

1850 

23,191,876 

1850 

27,300,000 

1851 

35,28?,000 

1849 

16,296,000 

1860 

31,445,080 

1861 

29,334,788 

1861 

37,400,000 

1861 

18,491,000 

Increase  per  cent,  by  Decades. 


Increase  35.02  per  cent. 
10.34    "     " 

Increase  36.43  per  cent. 
12.50    "     " 

Increase  33.13  per  cent. 
17.42    "      " 


Increase  33.49  per  cent. 
14.60    "     " 


Increase  32.67  per  cent. 
11.35    "      " 


Increase  35.87  per  cent. 
4.  .97    "      " 


Increiuie  35.59  per  cent 
.70    "      " 


SUMMARY. 
United  States,  Increase  in  70  years. . .  .700.41  per  cent,  i  France,  increase  in  60  years — 37.00  per  cant. 
Great  Britain,        "       "68     "     ....102.30       "         |  Prussia,      "        "    45    "     ....79.00       •» 


Having  thus  presented  an  exliibit  of  our  present  and  prospec- 
tive national  liabilities  (in  comparison  with  those  of  the  leading 
nations  of  Europe),  it  is  proper  next  to  consider  the  subject  of 
our  national  assets,  and  to  inquire  as  to  what  are  the  resources 
on  which,  as  a  nation,  we  can  at  present  rely  to  meet  our  pecuni- 
ary indebtedness. 

The  officially  assessed  value  of  all  the  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  in  1860,  was  $16,159,000,000.  Of 
this  amount  there  was  credited  to  the  loyal  States  and  territo- 
ties  the  sum  of  $10,957,448,956  ;  and  to  the  disloyal,  $5,202,- 
167,500.  Large  as  this  valuation  seems,  it  was,  nevertheless,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  best  statisticians,  considerably  below  a  true 
estimate  ;  inasmuch  as  real  property,  in  actual  practice,  is  rarely 
valued,  for  census  returns  and  for  purposes  of  assessment,  at 
more  than  two  thirds  of  its  real  value,  while  large  amounts  of 
personal  property,  from  the  facility  with  which  it  is  concealed, 
escape  valuation  and  assessment  altogether.  The  increase  in  the 
value  of  real  and  personal  property  of  the  whole  United  States 
for  the  decennial  period  of  1850-60,  was  in  the  ratio  of  126.45 
per  cent.,  and  of  the  loyal  States  about  129  per  cent.  Sup- 
posing, for  the  sake  of  caution,  that  the  general  ratio  of  decen- 
nial increase  has  been  reduced  since  1860  from  126  to  100  per 
cent,  (the  reverse,  however,  being  probably  more  in  accordance 
with  the  truth),  then  the  value  of  all  the  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  loyal  States,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1864,  would 
be  about  $15,300,000,000. 

Supposing  the  whole  of  the  property  to  be  distributed  equally 
per  capita  among  the  existing  population  of  24,900,000,  then  the 
apportionment  to  each  individual  would  be  $614.95. 

Supposing  the  rebellion  to  terminate  at  or  before  the  close  of 
1865,  the  population  of  the  restored  Union  (which  was  31,500,- 
000  in  I860)  to  be  34,000,000,  the  debt  $3,000,000,000,  and 
the  value  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  seceding 
States  to  be  somewhat  less  than  that  prior  to  1860  {i.  e.,  $5,000,- 
000,000),  then  the  value  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of 
the  whole  Union  would  be  about  $21,579,000,000,  the  average 


i 


v/ealtli  per  capita  $634.52  ;  tlie  average  debt^jer  capita  $82,  and 
the  average  annual  interest  per  capita  5.35.  Large  though 
these  proportions  may  seem,  yet  applying  them,  practically,  we 
should  not  consider  the  case  of  an  individual  as  particularly  one 
for  commiseration,  whose  debts  and  liabilities  were  less  than 
one  seventh  of  his  available  assets,  and  if  not  the  individual,  then 
certainly  not  the  country,  restored,  renewed,  reinvigorated,  as  it 
must  be  with  the  termination  of  the  rebellion  and  extinguish- 
ment of  Slavery. 

But  as  the  payment  of  our  national  debt  is  not  a  necessity  of 
the  present,  but  of  the  future,  it  is  pertinent  next  to  inquire  as 
to  what  are  the  resources  which  the  future  will  be  able  to  com- 
mand for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  financial  burden  to  be  laid 
upon  it.  In  prosecuting  this  inquiry,  we  have  to  deal  with 
facts  and  figures  of  an  entirely  anomalous  character.  European 
history  furnishes  us  with  no  precedents  which  can  be  quoted  as 
either  examples  or  parallels.  In  fact,  there  is  nothing  in  all 
human  histoiy,  to  which  the  regular  increase  of  the  national 
wealth  of  this  country,  since  the  establishment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, can  be  likened.  It  is  the  most  wonderful  fact  of  our  won- 
derful national  history,  and  like  most  other  things  pecuKarly 
American,  must  be  judged  of  by  our  own  standard  and  forecast- 
ed entirely  from  our  own  precedents.  Previous  to  the  year 
1840,  no  attempt  was  made  by  the  government  to  obtain,  by 
actual  investigation,  accurate  data  for  the  estimation  of  the 
value  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  value  of  the  annual  product  of  the  agricultural,  manufac- 
turing and  commercial  operations  of  the  nation.  Estimates, 
however,  have  been  made  by  several  statisticians,  from  various 
ajvailable  data,  of  the  national  valuation  of  the  five  decennial 
periods  anterior  to  1840,  which  are  believed  to  be  approxi- 
mately accurate  ;  and  since  1840  we  have  had  official  valuations 
of  the  property  of  the  Union  at  the  end  of  each  census  decade. 
All  of  these  valuations  are  known  to  be  defective  in  various 
particulars,  and  especially  prominent  among  these,  is  that  of 
under  valuation.  This,  although  a  matter  to  be  regretted,  has, 
however,  the  advantage  that  it  frees  an  exhibit  like  the  one  we 


are  presenting,  from  all  suspicion  of  undue  overstatement.  The 
following  table  sliows  the  population  of  the  country  and  its  de- 
cennial percentage  increase  ;  the  estimated  or  the  official  valua- 
tion of  the  wealth  of  the  countr}^  for  each  decennial  period  since 
1791  ;  the  increased  decennial  percentage  value  ;  the  average 
property  to  each  person,  and  the  average  value  of  the  yearly 
national  product. 

Showing  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  United  States  hy  decades  from  1790  to 
18G0 ;  jsojywZfl^f'iora  of  the  loyal  States  in  1864 ;  decennial  percentage  increase  of 
population  ;  decennial  percentage  increase  of  national  wealth  ;  average  property 
to  each  person  ;  average  annual  value  of  the  national  product. 
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(estimated) 

1790 

.",92!),827 

$750,000,000 
(estimated) 

$187,00 

$187,500,000 

••soo 

5,305,937 

1,072,000,000 
(estimated) 

35.02  per  cent. 

43  per  cent. 

202.13 

300,000,000 

1810 

7,239,814 

1,500,000,000 
(estimatad) 

36.43  pel  cent. 

39  per  cent. 

207.20 

420,000,000 

1820 

9,638,191 

1,882,000,000 
(estimated) 

33.13  per  cent. 

25.4  per  cent. 

195.00 

526,960,000 

•"830 

12,866,020 

2,653,000,000 
(official) 

33.49  per  cent. 

41  per  cent. 

206.00 

742,840,000 

i840 

17,069,453 

3,764-,000,000 
(official) 

32.67  per  cent. 

41.7  per  cent. 

220.00 

1,063,135,000 

18.50 

23,191,876 

•7,135,780,000 
(official) 

35,87  per  cent. 

89.6  percent. 

307.67 

2,004,000,000 

1860 

31,500,000 

•16,159,000,000 

35.59  per  cent. 

126.42  per  cent. 

510.00 

3,804,000,000 

Loval  States 

(estimated) 

(four    years 
(12  per  cent. 

r  four   years 
1    40  per  cent. 

1864 

24,900,00(1 

15,300,000,000 

614.95 

4,01S,000,000 

Kest'd  Union 

assumed 

(estimated) 

1SG.5 

34,000,000 

21,574,000,000 

634.52 

5,713,500,000 

•  "  A  question  h.as  been  raised  in  some  quarters,  as  to  the  correctness  of  these  valuations  of  1S50  and 
1860,  in  embracing  in  the  valuation  of  1S50  $961,000,000,  and  in  the  valuation  of  1860  $1,936,000,00(1, 
as  the  assessed  value  of  slaves,  insistiiifi  that  black  men  are  persons  and  not  property,  and  should  be 
regarded,  like  other  men,  only  .as  producers  and  consumers.  If  this  view  of  the  subject  should  ba 
admitted,  the  valuation  of  1850  vrould  be  reduced  to  $6,174,780,000,  and  that  of  1860  to  $11,223,618,068, 
leaving  the  increase  in  the  decade  $8,048,825,840. 

The  advance,  even  if  reduced  to  $8,048,825,840,  is  an  increase  of  property  over  the  valuation  of  1850 
of  130  per  cent,  while  tho  increase  of  population  in  the  same  decade  was  but  35.59.     Aa  the  valuo  ot 


It  thus  appears  from  the  statistics  of  the  above  table,  tliat 
while  the  population  of  the  United  States  increased  from  1850  to 
I860  in  the  large  ratio  of  35.5  per  cent,  the  wealth  of  the  nation 
increased  during  the  same  period  in  the  much  more  remarkable 
ratio  of  126.45  per  cent.  ;  or  from  ^7,135,780,000  in  1850  to 
§^16,159, 616,000  in  1860  ;  or  at  the  rate  of  more  than  nine  hun- 
dred millions  ($902,383,584)  per  annum.  During  the  same  pe- 
riod, Great  Britain  experienced  an  increase  of  less  than  one  per 
cent,  in  population,  and  an  estimated  increase  of  national  wealth 
amounting  to  about  thirty-three  per  cent.  But  startling  and  un- 
precedented as  has  been  this  extraordinary  increase  of  our  national 
wealth,  one  needs  but  a  cursory  glance  at  the  details  to  feel  satis- 
fied that  the  exhibit  is  every  way  reliable  and  correct. 

Thus,  for  example,  the  wealth  of  the  State  of  Iowa  increased 
from  $23,714,000  in  1850,  to  $247,338,000  in  1860,  or  in  the  de- 
cennial ratio  of  nearly  943  per  cent.  California,  the  second  State 
in  respect  to  the  rapidity  of  growth  in  wealth  during  the  same 
decade,  increased  from  $22,161,000  in  1850,  to  $207,874,000  in 
1860,  or  nearly  838  per  cent.  ;  while  Wisconsin  increased  her  val- 
uation 550  per  cent.  ;  Illinois  467  per  cent.  ;  and  Michigan  330 
per  cent.  Nor  was  the  rapid  increase  of  wealth  confined  to  the 
new  States  of  the  West  solely,  although  the  augmentation  there 
during  the  last  census  decade,  was  by  far  the  most  remarkable. 
Thus,  Connecticut  increased  her  wealth  from  $155,707,000  in 
1850,  to  $444,274,000  in  1860,  or  in  the  ratio  of  185  per  cent.  ; 
while  Ohio  added  to  her  wealth  the  value  of  $689,000,000,  or  138 
per  cent.  ;  and  Pennsylvania  $694,000,000,  or  about  96  per  cent. 
New  York,  though  adding  not  quite  71  per  cent,  to  her  wealth  of 
1S50,  yet  alisolutely  augmented  it  by  $763,000,000  ;  a  sum  more 
than  $20,000,000  in  excess  of  three  times  the  value  of  the  wealth 
of  Iowa  ;  $200,000,000  more  than  has  been  acquired  by  South 
Carolina  since  her  existence  as  a  State  ;  and  exceeding  in  amount 

elfvvef  to  the  country  as  laborers  is  obviously  not  affected  by  tranaferring  them  from  the  schedule  o' 
property  to  that  of  peraonp,  we  have  adnptcd  the  cf  nsua  estimates  of  1850  and  1860  as  officially  given- 
lu  the  future  the  country  will  undoubtedly  be  grently  the  gainer  iu  wealth  by  the  change  in  the  oon- 
dition  of  the  Southern  laborevs  from  a  state  cA  servitude  to  one  of  freedom.  This  point  will  be  coo- 
tWered  herea:fter. 
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the  entire  wealth,  of  any  other  State  in  1860,  with  the  exception 
of  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  and  Virginia. 

The  two  States  which  increased  their  valuation  the  least  during 
the  decade  in  question,  were  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  yet  the 
former  added  to  her  wealth  33  per  cent.,  and  the  latter  42  per 
cent. ;  the  absolute  increase  in  Vermont  being  more  than  $30,- 
000,000  ;  and  the  absolute  increase  in  Massachusetts  $242,000,- 
000.  We  have,  therefore,  in  these  detailed  statements,  elements 
which  show  precisely  how  and  where  this  enormous  increase  of 
12(j.45  per  cent,  in  the  wealth  of  the  nation  from  1850  to  1860, 
was  effected. 

Supposing  now  the  war  to  close  at  or  before  the  end  of  1865 
with  a  restoration  of  the  dominion  of  the  old  Union  ;  supposing 
also  the  wealth  of  tlie  loyal  States  to  have  increased  since 
1860  at  the  decennial  ratio  of  100  per  cent,  (an  under  rather 
than  an  over  estimate)  ;  and  the  valuation  of  the  disloyal  States 
at  that  period  to  be  one  thousand  millions  less  than  in  1860  ; 
then  the  re-united  nation  will  start  anew  on  its  era  of  peace, 
with  a  capital  of  twenty  thousand  millions,  and  an  annual  in- 
crease of  wealth  which  certainly  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
than  $2,000,000,000. '••-  This  sum,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
is  not  the  income  of  the  nation,  out  of  which  the  population  are 
to  pay  for  their  subsistence  and  their  luxuries,  but  the  profit 
over  and  above  our  expenses  as  a  nation ;  or  in  other  words,  it 
is  an  actual  increase  of  capital — the  product  of  labor,  machinery 
and  commerce — which  is  to  be  annually  applied  to  the  perma- 
nent improvement  of  the  country,  and  to  be  made  the  instru- 
ment of  earning  more  wealth.  So  much,  then,  for  the  resources 
of  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  war,  or  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1865. 

Let  us  now  cautiously  prospect  the  resources  of  the  future, 
basing  our  estimates  on  the  teachings  of  the  present  and  the 
past.  For  this  purpose  we  assume  the  decennial  increase  of 
the  population  of  the  country  for  the  remainder  of  the  present 

•Adopting  the  ratio  of  increase  at  100  per  cent,  for  every  ten  years,  instead  ol 
126.45  per  cent.,  the  ratio  of  increase  from  1850  to  1860. 
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century  (commencing  back  with  the  year  1860)  to  be  30  per 
cent.,  and  the  decennial  increase  of  our  national  wealth  to  be  100 
per  cent.  ;  and  from  these  data  as  the  basis  of  our  calculations,  we 
deduce  the  figures  of  the  following  table  : 
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In  the  above  table,  one  of  the  points  brought  out,  which  is 
most  worthy  of  interest  after  the  statement  of  the  enormous 
prospective  increase  of  our  national  wealth,  is  the  exhibit  of  the 
manner  in  which,  in  a  growing,  flourishing  state,  the  burden  of  a 
national  tlebt  decreases  relatively  to  the  burden  of  the  property 
which  must  pay  it.  This,  which  we  show  prospectively  in  the 
estimates  above  given  for  the  future,  is  also  strikingly  illustrated 
by  actual  facts  derived  from  the  financial  history  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. Thus  in  forty-two  years,  from  1816  to  1858,  the  percent- 
age of  national  debt  to  national  wealth  fell  from  40  to  13  per 
cent.,  while  the  capital  of  the  debt  itself  was  reduced  less  than 
three  hundred  millions  on  $4,200,000,000  ;  or  the  burden  fell  as 
from  40  to  13,  while  the  debt  fell  only  as  from  40  to  37  ;  or  to 
put  the  case  in  a  still  stronger  light,  the  debt  of  1858,  which 
would  have  been  a  charge  of  37|  per  cent,  on  the  whole  private 
wealth  of  Great  Britain  in  1816,  was  only  13.4  per  cent,  on  the 
property  of  1858.* 

But  objections  will  naturally  arise  in  the  minds  of  many  per- 
sons. Surprised  at  the  apparently  incredible  results  deduced 
from  our  statistics  respecting  the  future,  they  will  urge  that  there 

Dr.  William  Elder.     National  Almanac,  1864:. 
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must  be  some  mistake  in  the  ratios  and  estimates  we  have  as- 
sumed  or  calculated  upon  ;  or  if  not  this,  then  that  we  have  no 
reasonable  grounds  for  believing  the  future  of  our  country  is  to 
develop  itself,  as  respects  wealth  and  population,  in  anything  like 
the  ratios  of  the  past.  It  is  therefore  proper  before  proceeding 
further  in  our  inquiry,  to  review  in  a  degree  the  ground  we  have 
gone  over,  and  if  possible  detect  and  make  allowance  for  all  real 
or  probable  errors. 

And  first,  as  regards  population.  The  ratio  of  decennial  in- 
crease from  1860  to  1900,  the  conclusion  of  the  present  century, 
we  have  assumed  at  30  per  cent.  Now  the  actual  increase  has 
not  fallen  to  so  low  a  ratio  as  this,  during  any  one  of  the  seven 
decades  that  have  elapsed  since  the  establishment  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  1860.  During  the  three  most  unpromising  periods 
of  our  national  history,  viz.  :  the  decade  embracing  the  first  fed- 
eral administration,  when  order  was  being  restored  from  the 
previous  revolutionary  chaos ;  the  decade  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  when  the  Capitol  of  the  nation  was  taken  and 
burnt ;  and  the  decade  which  includes  the  disastrous  financial 
years  of  1837-38 — the  ratios  of  increase  were  respectively  35, 
33,  and  32.67  per  cent.  It  must,  therefore,  be  evident,  that  so 
far  as  all  inferences  from  the  past  are  concerned,  we  should  be 
justified  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  the  prospective  increase  of  popula- 
tion in  the  United  States  at  considerably  above  30  per  cent.  In 
the  official  report  of  the  eiglith  census,  published  during  the 
present  year  (1864),  the  following  are  the  calculated  estimates  of 
the  population  of  the  country  for  the  remaining  four  decades  of 
the  present  century,  viz:  1870,  42,300,000;  1880,56,450,000; 
1890,  77,266,000 ;  1900,  100,355,000.  The  figures  we  have  as- 
sumed in  our  calculations  are  considerably  less  than  these  official 
estimates,  viz.:  1870,  40,950,000;  1880,  53,235,000;  1890, 
69,205,500;  1900,89,964,150. 

Some  light  on  this  subject,  so  far  as  the  present  decade  is  con- 
cerned, may  also  b"  o!)tained  from  an  examination  of  the  re- 
cent statistics  of  emigration.     The  following  table  exhibits  the 
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amount  of  foreign  emigration  into  the  United  States  for  the 
forty  years  included  in  the /o?^r  last  census  periods,  or  from  1820 
to  1860  : 

From  1820  to  1830 244,490 

"     1830  to  1840 552,000 

''     1840to  1850 1,558,300 

"     1850tol860 2,707,624 

Total 5,062,414 

Eeing  a  yearly  average  of  126,560  for  the  last  forty  years,  and 
270,762  for  the  last  ten  years.  Immigration  reached  its  maxi- 
mum in  the  year  1854,  when  the  number  of  aliens  arriving  in 
this  country  was  reported  for  that  year  at  427,833.  Subsequent 
to  this  year,  foreign  immigration  rapidly  diminished,  viz.  :  to 
200,000  in  1855  ;  200,000  in  1856  ;  251,000  in  1857  ;  123,000 
in  1858  ;  and  121,000  in  1859.  Since  then,  notwithstanding 
the  breaking  out  and  continuance  of  our  domestic  troubles,  immi- 
gration has  commenced  to  tiow  upon  us  in  rapidly  increasing 
proportion,  viz.  :  153,640  in  1860  ;  120,000  (estimated)  in  1862  ; 
182,000  in  1863  ;  while,  for  the  present  year,  the  number  will 
probably  reach,  if  not  exceed,  300,000  ;  the  average  arrivals 
for  May  and  June  being  reported  at  about  a  thousand  per  day^ 
With  the  return  of  peace,  and  the  opening  up  of  opportunities 
for  profitable  mining  upon  the  Pacific,  of  cotton  cultivation  in 
the  South,  and  of  employment  at  large  wages  in  the  various 
manufacturing  establisliments  that  are  sure  to  originate  or  in- 
crease under  a  permanent  protective  tariff,  immigration  will  un- 
doubtedly continue  to  flow  upon  us  in  a  rapidly  augmenting 
ratio.  So  far,  then,  as  our  increase  of  population  is  dependent 
upon  this  agency,  we  think  we  are  fully  justified  in  })elieving 
that  the  decennial  increase  will  not  be  less  than  the  ligun^.s  as- 
sumed, viz.  :  30  per  cent. 

We  come  next  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  prospective  in- 
crease of  our  national  wealth.  The  great  facts  developed  by 
the  statistics  of  the  census  of  1840-50,  and  of  1850-60,  are  the 


very  remarkable  ratios,  according  to  whicli  the  increase  of  our 
national  wealth  progresses.  These  ratios  constitute,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  basis  on  which  our  estimates  of  the  future  augmen- 
tation of  national  values  are  foiinded  ;  and  the  direct  point  of 
inquiry  next  before  us  is,  are  we  justified  in  assuming  them  p,s 
standards  of  comparison  ?  or,  in  other  words,  have  we  reasonable 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  future  of  the  country,  as  respects 
the  development  of  its  resources  and  the  increase  of  its  wealth, 
is  to  be,  even  approximately,  like  the  ex^jerience  of  the  past  ? 

Large  as  was  the  official  valuation  of  the  national  wealth, 
and  the  decennial  ratio  of  increase,  as  returned  by  the  census  of 
1860,  there  is,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  abundant  and  con- 
clusive evidence  in  jDroof,  that  the  estimates  were  considerably 
lower  than  the  actual.  In  illustration  of  this  assertion,  we  sub- 
mit a  few  statements,  easily  capable  of  verification,  relative  to 
the  estimated  and  the  actual  wealth  of  portions  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  We  have  selected  this  State  simply  because  the 
documents  embodying  the  facts  in  question  were  readily  accessi- 
ble to  us  ;  and  not  because  we  have  any  reason  for  inferring 
that  the  valuation  of  New  York  was  more  exceptionable  than 
that  of  any  other  State. 

Thus  :  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  State  Assessors,  pre- 
senteil  to  the  Assembly  of  New  York,  January  12th,  1863,  that 
the  amount  of  personal  property  belonging  to  citizens  of  New 
York,  insured  December  12th,  1860,  in  the  various  insurance 
companies  belonging  to,  or  doing  business  in  the  State,  was 
$1,471,000,000,  a  sum  considerably  greater  than  the  valuation 
of  all  the  real  and  personal  property  assessed  by  the  State  during 
the  year  1861  ;  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  millions  ($1,138- 
000,000)  in  excess  of  the  official  valuation  of  all  the  personal 
property  of  the  State  for  the  year  1863. 

Again  :  The  value  of  all  the  real  and  personal  property  of  the 
city  of  Troy,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  as  returned  to  and 
adopted  by  the  State  and  county  authorities  for  the  purpose  of 
assessment  in  the  year  863,  was  a  little  less  than  $14,000,000. 
In  May,  1862,  a  fire  occurred  in  this  city,  which  was  estimated 
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to  have  destroyed  from  one  fifteenth  to  one  twentieth  of  the 
property  of  the  entire  city.  The  money  value  of  the  property 
actually  destroyed  was  officially  estimated  by  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners at  $2,724,000  (an  amount  exceeding  one  half  of  the 
assessed  valuation  of  all  the  j^&^sonal  property  of  the  city)  ; 
on  this  an  insurance  was  paid  of  $1,396,000,  an  amount 
equivalent  to  one  tenth  of  the  assessed  value  of  all  the  property 
of  the  city.  If  we  now  assume,  as  we  have  every  reason  to_do, 
that  the  valuation  by  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  property 
destroyed  was  correct,  and  that  this  amount  represented  as  much 
as  one  tenth,  instead  of  one  fifteenth,  of  all  municipal  values, 
then  the  correct  valuation  of  the  entire  city  in  1863 — making 
due  allowance  for  the  losses  over  and  above  the  insurance — 
would  be,  instead  of  $14,000,000,  $25,912,000.  To  this  must 
further  be  added  the  valuation  of  the  land  within  the  city  limits, 
as  the  value  of  this  within  the  bunat  district  was  not  impaired 
by  the  fire,  and  consequently  was  not  included  in  the  estimate 
of  the  losses  returned  by  the  Commissioners.  It  is  thus  evident, 
that  the  official  valuation  of  the  property  of  one  of  the  large 
cities  of  the  State  and  country  did  not,  at  its  maximum, 
approximate  within  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  true  and  actual  valua- 
tion. 

But  this  excessive  under- valuation  of  property  in  official  esti- 
mates is  not,  however,  limited  to  large  cities  ;  it  extends  equally 
•to  the  small,  country,  agricultural  towns  and  districts.  As  an 
illustration  of  this,  we  have  selected,  at  random,  for  examina- 
tion, from  the  latest  available  official  document  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  the  returns  of  the  town  of  Hoosic,  a  thriving 
agricultural,  and  to  some  extent,  manufacturing  town,  in  the 
northeast  part  of  Rensselaer  County,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  population  of  this  town,  by  the  census  of  1860,  was  4,446. 
The  value  of  all  the  personal  property  of  the  town,  as  returned 
by  the  county  assessors  for  1863,  was  $188,412.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  testing  the  correctness  of  these  figures,  we  propose  now 
to  institute  an  independent  inquiry  respecting  the  valuation  of 
the  personal  property  of  this  town,  deriving  our  data  for  this 
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purpose  from  ofEcial  documents  and  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion equally  open  to  the  public,  and,  at  the  same  time,  premising 
that  the  writer  has  never  visited  the  town  in  question,  and  does 
not  enjoy  a  personal  acquaintance  with  any  of  its  inhabit- 
ants. 

We  find,  first,  by  referring  to  the  tables  of  the  last  New  York 
Staxe  census,  that  the  number  of  sheep  returned  as  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Hoosic,  was  22,394,  of  fleeces  25,800,  and  a  yearly 
product  of  wool  amounting  to  85,519  lbs.  Estimating  the 
wool  at  50  cents  per  pound,  and  the  sheep  after  shearing  at  $2.50 
per  head,  we  have  then  of  personal  property  in  the  items  of 
sheep  and  wool  alone,  a  valuation  of  $98,729,  or  more  than  one 
half  of  the  officially-returned  value  of  all  the  personal  property 
of  the  town.  But  in  addition  to  the  sheep  and  wool,  there  was 
also  returned  as  belonging  to  the  town  for  the  census  year,  the 
following  other  items,  which  are  regarded  in  valuations  as  per- 
sonal property,  to  wit :  863  horses  ;  2,600  swine  ;  1,700  head 
of  cattle  ;  agricultural  tools  and  implements  to  the  value  of  $46,- 
600  ;  and  of  farm  produce,  69,000  lbs.  of  butter  ;  36,000  lbs. 
of  cheese  ;  6,500  tons  of  hay  ;  63,000  l»ushels  of  oats  ;  5,000 
bushels  of  wheat  ;  13,000  bushels  of  rye  ;  6,900  bushels  of  bar- 
ley ;  4,300  bushels  of  buckwheat  ;  52,000  bushels  of  corn  ; 
33,000  bushels  of  potatoes  ;  266,000  lbs.  lint  of  flax  ;  8,300 
bushels  of  flaxseed  ;  5,600  bushels  of  apples  ;  3,000  lbs.  of 
honey  ;  while  the  annual  value  of  poultry  and  eggs  sold  was 
returned  as  upwards  of  $6,000.  The  town  also  contains  one  of 
the  largest  manufactories  of  agricultural  implements  in  the  coun- 
try ;  an  extensive  cotton-mill,  a  woollen-mill,  paper-mill,  iron- 
foundry,  saw-mill,  grist-mill,  &c.,  &c.  ;  in  all,  representing 
personal  property  to  the  amount  of  at  least  $200,000.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  we  have  also  obtained  from  gentlemen,  whose 
opportunities  for  forming  a  judgment  have  been  good,  an  esti- 
mate, that  the  value  of  stocks  (Grovernment,  State,  manufactur- 
ino-  and  bank),  and  other  interest-bearing  securities,  held  by  the 
inhabitants  qf  this  town,  could  not,  at  any  time  within  the  last 
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five  years,  have  less  than  a  valuation  of  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  now  to  the  items 
thus  enumerated  we  allow  a  fair  amount  for  certain  non-enu- 
merated articles,  whose  valuation  is  always  a  matter  of  ditnculty, 
— such  as  household  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  small  stocks  of 
merchandise,  jewelry,  watches,  carnages  and  the  like — we  think 
ve  are  fully  warranted  in  assuming  that,  at  the  time  the  personal 
property  of  the  town  of  Hoosic  was  estimated  by  the  State  ofii- 
dals  at  8188,412,  its  actual  and  real  value  could  not  havr  Iseen 
'ess  than  8800,000,  and,  in  all  probability,  was  in  excess  uf  a 
million. 

Now  whether  we  are  justified  in  inferring,  fi-om  the  above  facts 
and  statistics,  that  a  discrepancy  between  the  real  and  appraised 
value  of  property,  equal  to  that  which,  we  think,  we  have  shown 
^o  exist  in  the  State  of  New  York,  applies  to  the  whole  coun- 
try, may  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  and  we  therefore  leave  it  to  the 
judgment  of  our  readers.  But  this  much,  we  affirm,  can  most 
unquestionably  be  asserted,  viz. :  that  wherever  the  judgment  of 
competent  appraisers  can  be  obtained,  respecting  the  valuation 
of  the  real  or  personal  property  of  any  town,  city,  or  district,  in 
any  State,  such  estimate  will  be  found  to  exceed  by  at  least  30 
per  cent.,  any  coincident  valuation  officially  made,  for  census  or 
assessment  purposes. 

The  conclusions  to  which  our  investigations  therefore  lead  us 
are,  that  the  national  valuation  of  sixteen  thousand  millions  in 
1860,  and  the  decennial  increase  of  126  per  cent,  (remarkable 
as  these  results  truly  are),  must  have  been  really  much  less  than 
the  actual  and  true  values  and  their  augmenting  ratio.  And  we 
think,  furthermore,  that  the  facts  waiTant  us  in  believing,  that 
the  total  wealth  of  the  country  was,  in  1860,  upward  of  twenty 
thousand  millions,  and  the  decennial  ratio  of  increase  nearer  150 
than  126  per  cent. 

The  rssults  of  the  past,  then,  as  we  have  stated  them  in  our 
.  tables  and  estimates,  do  not  therefore  admit  of  a  doubt,  and  we 
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come  next  to  the  task  of  examining  the  nature  of  the  increase  of 
our  wealth  and  popuhition  from  1860  to  the  present  time. 

The  decennial  ratio  of  increase  in  the  wealth  of  the  loyal 
States,  we  assumed  to  have  diminished  since  1860,  inconsequence 
of  the  war,  from  129  per  cent,  (the  census  estimate)  to  100  per 
cent.,  and  we  have  also  adopted  these  latter  figures  as  the  pros- 
pective ratio  of  the  increase  of  the  wealth  of  the  whdle  country 
for  the  remaining  decades  of  the  present  century.  As  no  official 
valuations  (National  or  State)  have  been  made  since  1860,  the 
store  (if  i^icts  from  which  we  can  draw,  to  fortify  our  assumptions 
respeciiug  the  progress  of  the  last  four  years  and  of  the  future, 
must  be  necessarily  limited.  The  few  that  we  have  at  our  com- 
mand, are,  however,  interesting  and  highly  significant. 

The  returns  of  the  various  "joint-stock  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
panies" of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  made  to  the  State  Insu- 
rance Bureau,  show  an  increase  in  the  property  insured  against 
lire  during  the  year  1862,  of  ^173,000,000  over  the  amount  in- 
sured in  the  same  companies  in  1861  ;  and  an  increase  of  360,- 
000,000  for  the  year  1863,  over  the  amount  insured  in  1862. 
Tlie  returns  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Companies  in  Massachusetts 
also  show  an  increase  of  $29,800,000  in  the  amount  of  risks  taken 
in  1862,  over  those  taken  in  1861.  We  are  well  aware  that  any 
deductions  which  can  be  drawn  from  these  statistics  must  be  very 
indefinite  ;  yet  they  nevertheless  truly  indicate  a  great  progres- 
sive increase  of  wealth  in  the  country  during  a  most  extensive 
and  expensive  war. 

The  returns  of  Savings  Banks,  in  the  few  States  where  an- 
nual and  accurate  reports  are  officially  published,  furnish  us, 
however,  with  more  definite  information  respecting  the  recent 
increase  of  public  wealth  ;  and  especially  of  the  material  condi- 
tion of  the  laboring  classes.  Thus,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
the  deposits  in  the  Savings  Banks  increased  from  1858  to  1861 
(iu elusive)  as  follows  : 

1858 $41,472,000  1860 $58,178,000 

1859 48,194,000  1861 >.    67,440,000 
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In  1857,  the  total  deposits  in  all  the  Sa\dngs  Banks  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  (the  United  Kingdom)  amounted  to  £37,-' 
000,000  ($185,000,000).  In  1857,  the  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom  was  estimated  to  have  heen  about  29,000,000,  while 
that  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1861,  was  probably  about 
4,000,000.  The  latter,  therefore,  with  a  population  in  1861  a 
little  less  than  one  seventh  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  in  1857  had 
more  than  a  third  as  large  deposits  in  her  Savings  Banks  ;  a  most 
striking  commentary  on  the  relative  prosperity  of  the  laboring- 
classes  of  the  two  countries. 

The  returns  of  the  Savings  Banks  of  Massachusetts  are  more 
complete  than  those  of  New  York,  and  are  consequently  more 
interesting.  Thus,  taking  the  ten  years  from  1850  to  1860,  the 
deposits  in  this  State  increased  231  per  cent.  In  the  same  pe- 
riod the  population  of  the  State  increased  about  24  per  cent.  ; 
the  total  valuation,  about  50  per  c^nt.  ;  and  the  bank  capital  (the 
means  required  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  State),  about  75 
per  cent.  The  accumulation  of  industrial  savings,  therefore,  ex- 
ceeded all  the  other  ratios  of  State  development  in  the  above- 
mentioned  period.*  The  deposits  from  1860  to  1863  (inclusive) 
have  been  as  follows  : 

1860 $45,054,000  1862 $50,403,000 

1861   44,7^5,000  1863 56,883,000 

Keturns  from  Maine.  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Connecticut,  also  show  a  similar  progressive  increase  of  de- 
posits during  the  last  few  years  in  their  respective  Savings  Banks  ; 
and  the  same  is  also  probably  true  of  the  Savings  Banks  of  most 
of  the  other  loyal  States,  although,  from  the  lack  of  official  re- 
ports, this  cannot  be  positively  asserted. 

Now  these  facts  and  statistics,  like  others  previously  referred 
to,  have  no  parallels  to  the  history  of  the  Savings  Banlis  of 
Great  Britain  or  of  Europe.  There,  on  the  breaking  out  of 
war ;  the  interruption  of  great  branches  of  industry ;  the  failure 

*  Complete  returns  of  the  Savings  Banks  in  the  State  of  New  York,  prior  to 
1858,  are  not  obtainable  ;  but  for  the  four  years  next  subsequent  to  1857,  the 
yearly  increase  of  deposits  was  more  rapid  than  in  Massachusetts. 
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of  crops  ;  or  during  seasons  of  great  financial  embarrassment, 
the  deposits  are  not  merely  suspended,  but  they  are  rapidly 
withdrawn.  Thus,  in  Great  Britain,  in  nine  out  oi  the  seven- 
teen years  which  elapsed  from  1841  to  1857  inclusivo,  the  with- 
drawals exceeded  the  deposits  ;  and  in  tlie  years  1847  and  1848, 
which  were  periods  of  great  commercial  distress  in  EngUmd, 
the  excess  of  withdrawals  over  deposits  was  more  than  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars.  On  the  other  hand,  in  1861,  when  the 
loyal  portion  of  the  United  States  was  entering  upon  a  struggle, 
growing  out  of  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  whole  future  of 
their  Government — thereby  involving  in  a  common  ruin  all  pub- 
lic and  private  credit  ;  when  Southern  indebtedness  to  the 
North,  to  the  estimated  amount  of  $200,000,000,  was  deliber- 
ately repudiated  ;  and  when,  as  a  legitimate  consequence  of  this 
state  of  things,  the  trade,  industry,  and  commerce  of  the  country 
were  everywhere  extremely  depressed  ;  then,  in  this  disastrous 
year,  the  withdrawal  of  deposits  from  the  American  savings 
banks  were  so  small  as  to  be  hardly  worthy  of  notice  ;  the 
decline  in  the  aggregate  deposits  in  Massachusetts  being  only 
$269,000  out  of  a  capital  of  $45,500,000  ;  while  in  New  York, 
there  was  an  actual  excess  of  deposits  over  withdrawals  of  more 
than  six  and  a  half  millions,  and  an  aggregate  gain  in  capital  of 
more  than  nine  millions.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  in  this 
connection,  that,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  large  sums 
have  been  continually  diverted  from  savings  lianks  to  government 
securities  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  thos(!  well  qualified  to  judge, 
that  the  decline  in  the  savings  bank  deposits  of  Massachusetts  for 
1861,  was  due  almost  entirely  to  the  diversion  of  investments  in- 
to this  and  other  chnnnels,  and  not  to  the  impairment  of  the 
popular  resources.  "'•■' 

*  For  the  above  statistics  relative  to  Savings  Banks,  we  are  mainly  indebted  to 
the  report  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  Massachusetts  for  1861  (issued  in  1862)  ; 
a  report  wliich,  through  its  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  savings  banks  of  Mas- 
sachusotts  and  Xew  York  for  the  first  j-ear  of  our  civil  war,  is  said  to  have  made 
80  great  an  impression  upon  a  leading  /:uropcan  b;iukor,  i'.s  to  induce  him  to  keep 
a  copy  of  it  constantly  by  him.  as  a  mosl  unanswerable  argument  in  favor  of  the 
nmple  ability  of  the  loyal  I  states  to  prosecute  their  war  and  can-y  any  consequent 
debt  without  the  alightest  aid  from  European  capitalists. 
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The  statistics  respecting  the  productiou  of  the  great  agricul- 
tural staples  of  the  loyal  States  since  the  year  1859,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  reports  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Agriculture,  also 
indicate  a  continued  and  large  increase  in  these  important  ele- 
ments of  our  country's  wealth  and  strength.  Thus,  the  product 
(.f  wheat,  which  in  1859  was  138,000,000  bushels,  was,  in  1862, 
189,000,000  ;  and  in  1863,  191,000,000.  This  great  increase 
of  1862  and  1863  over  1859  cannot,  however,  be  altogether 
considered  as  a  regular  increase,  inasmuch  as  the  crop  of  1859, 
on  which  the  last  census  returns  were  based,  was  somewhat 
below  an  average,  while  the  crop  of  1862  was  one  of  the  best 
ever  harvested.  In  1863,  the  crop  of  wheat  gathered  in  the 
summer  was  good  ;  but  the  fall  croj^s  of  corn,  barley,  potatoes, 
&G.,  were  badly  injured  ;  first,  by  long-continued  droughts  ;  and 
secondly,  by  remarkably  early  and  destructive  frosts.  1  hese  facts 
must  also  be  borne  in  mind  in  considering  the  following  agricul- 
tural statistics  of  the  loyal  States  for  1859,  1862,  and  1863, 
which,  for  convenience,  we  have  arranged  with  those  of  wheat 
given  above,  in  the  form  of  a  table  : 


Productions. 

1859. 

1862. 

1863. 

VNTieat 

Oats 

liye 

Barley 

Com 

138,000,000  bushels. 
152,168,000       " 

18,792,000 

15,433,000 
547,029,000 
107,337,000 
230,343,000  pounds. 

19,073,000  tons. 

50,183,000  pounds. 

189, 000, 000  bushels. 
172,520,000 

21,254,000       " 

17,781,000        " 
586,704,000 
114,533,000        " 
208, 807, 000  pounds. 

21,500,000  tons. 

60,744,000  pounds. 

191,000,000  bushels. 
174,858,000       " 

20,798,000 

16,760,000 
452,446,000       " 

Potatoes  .  .    . 

101,457,000 
267,302,000  pounds. 

20,000,000  tons. 

79,405,000  pounds. 

Tobacco 

Hay 

Wool 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  ther(;  was  a  very  large  increase  in 
the  product  of  all  the  crops  enumerated  in  the  year  1802  over 
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1859,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  war  ;  and  that  there 
was  also  a  very  marked  increase  in  the  articles  of  wheat,  oats, 
tobacco,  and  wool,  produced  in  1863  (the  third  year  of  the  war) 
over  1862  ;  which  increase  would  doubtless  have  also  extended 
to  all  the  oth:3r  crops,  bat  for  the  oc3urrenco  of  unusual  drought 
and  frosts.     The  State  of  Iowa,  which,  out  of  a  population  in 

1860,  of  675,000,  furnished  to  the  federal  army,  from  May,  1861, 
to  the  end  of  1863,  52,240  men,  nevertheless  increased  her  num- 
ber of  acres  of  improved  land  from  3,445,000  in  1859,  to  4,700,- 
000  in  1862,  and  4,900,000  in  1863  ;  and  her  product  of  wheat, 
from  8,795,000  bushels  in  1862,  to  14,592,000  in  1863.  In 
1859,  the  amount  of  wheat  raised  in  the  State  of  Indiana  was 
15,219,000  bushels  ;  while  in  1863,  notwithstanding  the  State, 
out  of  its  population,  in  1860,  of  1,350,000,  had  furnished  to  the 
army  more  than  124,000  jfighting  men,  the  annual  product  of 
wheat  exceeded  20,000,000  of  bushels.  Nor  are  these  facts 
concerning  Iowa  and  Indiana,  remarkable  as  they  most  certainly 
are,  exceptionable  ;  for  although  exact  statistics  on  this  subject 
are  not  readily  available,  yet  enough  is  known  to  render  it  cer- 
tain that  the  products  of  industry  have  greatly  increased  in  all 
the  loyal  States  during  the  war,  notwithstanding  the  constant 
draughts  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  upon  the  num- 
bers of  their  producing  classes. 

A  few  statistics  illustrative  of  the  rapid  increase  of  wealth  in 
California,  derived  from  other  sources  than  that  of  oiining,  are 
also  interesting  in  this  connection.  In  1855,  all  the  vines  in  the 
State  did  not  number  1,000,000  ;  but  in  1862  the  number  had 
increased  to  10,592,762  ;  while  the  product  of  Avine  for  1862 
was  estimated  by  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  at  700,000 
gallons.  The  value  of  the  exports  of  the  products  of  the  vine 
from  California  for  the  last  three  years  is  returned  as  follows  : 

1861,  S8,000;  1862,  $25,000;  1863,  $81,456.  The  value  of 
wool  exported  from  California,  which  in  1860  was  about  $1,000,- 
000,  rose  in  1862  to  $6,000,000,  and  in  18(33  to  $8,000,000. 

The  number  of  immigrants  arriving  in  this  country  during  the 
three   years   of  war   has   also   been   greater   than   the   number 
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which  arrived  during  the  three  years  immediately  preceding  the 
war,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures  ;  1858,  number 
of  immigrants  arriving,  123,000  ;  1859,  121,000  ;  1860,  153,000. 
Total,  397,000.  Since  the  war  ;  number  arriving  in  1861,  150,- 
000  ;  1862,  120,000  ;  1863,  182,000.  Total,  452,000  ;  and  if 
we  add  the  probable  number  of  the  present  year,  300,000,  we 
shall  have  an  aggregate  of  immigration  during  four  years  of  war, 
of  752,000.  Thirty  years  ago,  a  writer  in  Blackwood,  in  com- 
menting on  the  fact  that  the  population  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales  had  increased  specifically  about  a  million  from  1801 
to  1821,  in  consequence  of  the  influx  of  Irish  laborers  seeking 
einployment,  observe^  that  "  there  was  no  similar  instance  (to 
the  one  referred  to)  on  record,  of  so  great  an  inundation  of  In- 
habitants breaking  into  any  country,  barbarous  or  civilized,  not 
even  when  the  Groths  and  Vandals  overwhelmed  the  Eoman  Em- 
pire." What  would  this  writer  have  said,  could  he  have  fore- 
seen, that  in  the  twenty  years  that  were  to  elapse  between  1840 
and  1860,  an  inundation  of  4,265,000  people  would  journey 
3,000  miles,  instead  of  a  brief  hundred,  to  seek  a  home  and  a 
livelihood  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  ! 

An  examination  of  the  tables  of  our  exports  and  imports  for  the 
five  years  next  preceding  1863,  furnishes  also  some  very  signifi- 
cant facts  illustrative  of  the  vast  aggregate  wealth  of  the  whole . 
country,  and  particularly  of  the  loyal  States,  during  the  first 
two  years  of  the  war.  Thus,  the  total  amount  of  exports  for  the 
three  years,  from  1858  to  1861  inclusive,  when  cotton  and  other 
Southern  staples  constituted  a  large  portion  of  their  value,  was 
$1,167,768,000  ;  and  of  imports,  $1,051,704,000  ;  leaving  a 
balance  to  our  credit  as  the  result  of  three  years  trade,  of  $116,- 
063,000.  This  was  then  considered,  and  most  justly,  as  a  grati- 
fying proof  of  the  prosperity  and  strength  of  the  country  ;  and 
yet  in  the  next  two  years,  or  from  1861  to  1863,  with  war  on  a 
gigantic  scale  prevailing,  and  with  a  total  loss  of  what  were  our 
former  chief  exports,  t\e  credits  arising  from  trade  with  foreign 
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nations  were  $102,878,000  ;*  or  in  other  words,  the  loyal  part 
of  our  divided  country  realized  in  two  years  from  its  foreign 
trade,  a  sura  nearly  as  large  as  had  accrued  to  the  whole  coun- 
try in  the  preceding  three  years  of  peace,  with  all  our  staples 
available  for  export. 

We  come  now  more  particularly  to  the  consideration  of  the  fu- 
ture ;  and  our  task,  in  this  respect,  can  be  little  else  than  the 
pointing  out  of  the  national  resources  available  for  development. 

We  have  already  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  subject  of  immi- 
gration ;  but  there  are  features  of  great  interest  connected  VAth 
it  that  we  have  not  alluded  to.  The  total  number  of  immigrants 
who  have  arrived  in  this  country  since  the  commencement  ot 
1861,  has  already  been  given  as  about  452,000  ;  and  the  proba- 
ble number,  up  to  the  close  of  the  present  year,  as  752,000.  The 
general  agent  in  charge  of  the  immigrant  landing  depot  in  New 
York  City,  estimates  the  average  amount  of  coin  in  the  posses- 
sion of  each  immigrant  landing,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the 
1st  of  May,  1864,  in  New  York,  at  $80.  Assuming  this  amount 
'per  cajnta  to  remain  constant,  and  that  the  total  immigration  for 
1864  reaches  the  number  of  300,000,  then  the  specie  brought 
into  the  country  for  this  year  only,  will  amount  to  .|)24,000,000 — 
a  sum  exceeding  two  thirds  of  all  the  specie  held  by  the  banks  of 
New  York,  Boston,  and  Philadelphia,  on  the  1st  of  July  of  the 
present  year. 

Supposing  $80  to  represent  the  amount  of  coin  belonging  to 
each  immigrant  arriving  from  January  1,  18G1,  to  December 
31,  1864,  then  the  total  aggregate  of  specie  thus  brought  into 
the  country  would  be  $67,160,000  ;  or  if  we  reduce  the  individual 
average  from  $80  to  $50,  S37,600,000.t 

*The  following  are  the  figures  in  detail  : 

Exports.  Imports.  Balavces. 

1858-59 $356,789,462  !|338, 765,130  $18,024,338 

1859-60 400,122,296  362,163,941  37,958,355 

1860-61 410,856,818  350,775,835  60,080,983 

1861-62 229.790,280  205,819,823  23,970,457 

1862-63 331,844,247  252,935,872  78,908,375 

■)■  Mr.  John  A.  Kennedy,  formerly  Superintendent  of  the  New  York  Castle  Gar- 
den Immigration  Depot,  stated  some  years  since,   in  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
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But  the  value  of  an  immigrant  to  the  country  is  not  to  be  esti- 
mated merely  by  the  amount  of  personal  property  he  possesses, 
or  brings  with  him.  As  a  laborer  and  a  producer,  or  if  you  please, 
as  a  consumer  of  products,  yielding  a  revenue  to  the  state,  lie 
has  a  value  which  belongs  to  the  country,  as  much  so  as  the 
value  of  a  slave  is  arrogated  to  belong  to  him  who  calls  himself 
his  master.  This  value,  counting  Caucasian  blood  at  the  North 
to  be  worth  as  much  as  Ethiopian  was  at  the  South  before  the 
war,  and  reducing  it  according  to  the  Southern  tariff  for  unedu- 
cated labor  to  a  money  basis,  we  may  fairly  estimate  to 
average  $500  per  head  for  each  immigrant  man,  woman,  and 
child,  ai riving  in  this  country.  Adopting  this  standard,  then,  we 
have,  as  the  aggregate  cash  value  to  the  country  of  the  immigra- 
tion of  1864,  the  sum  of  $150,000,000  ;  and  of  the  immigration 
from  1861  to  the  close  of  1864  inclusive,  the  sum  of  $376,000,- 
000.  If  we  assume  further,  that  for  the  remaining  five  years  of 
the  present  decade,  i.  e.  from  January  1,  1855,  to  December 
31,  1869,  the  annual  immigration  averages  only  250,000  ;  then, 
we  have,  as  the  cash  value  to  the  country  for  the  present  decade 
of  this  constant  influx  of  population,  the  enormous  sum  of  one 
thousand  millions  of  dollars. 

If  any  are  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  our  estimate  of  $500 
as  the  cash  value  to  the  countiy  of  each  immigrant  arriving  is  too 
high,  we  would  call  his  attention  to  the  following  circumstan- 
ces :  1st,  that  the  number  of  slaves,  of  all  ages  and  conditions 
returned  by  the  census  of  1860,  was,  3,950,000 ;  and  that  their 
assessed  value  was  $1,936,000,000  ;  or  nearly  $490  per  head  ; 
2d,  that  the  price  of  an  able-bodied  field  laborer — man  or 
woman — at  the  South,  has  not  been  less  than  a  thousand  dollars 
per  head  for  many  years  ;  and  3d,  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
immigrants  aniving  in  this  country  are  in  the  prime  of  life  ;  in 
full  health  ;  are  possessed  of  some  little  property,  in  money  or 


American  Geographical  Society,  that  "a  careful,  systematic  inquiry,  extending 
over  a  period  of  seventeen  months,  gave  an  average  of  SlOO  (almost  entirely  in 
coin)  as  the  money  property  of  each  immigrant  man,  woman,  and  child. "  landing 
at  New  York. 
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tools,  and  are  very  often  biglily  skilled  in  some  department  of 
mechanical  industry.  We  leave  it,  therefore,  to  our  readers  to 
say,  whether  our  estimate  of  $500  could  not  with  fairness  be 
rather  placed  at  $1,000  per  capita. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  all  the  strength  and 
wealth  derived  by  a  country  from  such  an  addition  to  the  popu- 
lation, as  the  United  States  have  been  receiving,  and  the  loyal 
States  do  still  receive,  constitute  an  advantage  absolutely 
unknown  to  England  and  the  other  European  states.  In 
the  case  of  Great  Britain,  it  has  been  estimated,  that  the 
number  of  foreigners  who  arrive  upon  her  shores,  with 
the  expectation  of  making  that  country  their  permanent 
home,  does  not  exceed  one  thousand  souls  per  annum.  There- 
fore, in  respect  to  immigration,  as  has  been  heretofore  re- 
marked, in  respect  to  our  decennial  increase  of  wealth,  the 
position  of  the  countiy,  is  entirely  anomalous,  and  without  pre- 
cedent in  history  ;  and  our  ability  to  sustain  and  pay  off  an  im- 
mense debt  cannot  be  rightfully  judged  of  by  any  foreign 
precedents. 

The  amount  of  arable,  fertile  land  in  the  possession  of  a  state 
or  country,  is  always  regarded  as  one  of  its  great,  if  not  its 
chief  element  of  wealth  ;  inasmuch  as  all  wealth  comes  origi- 
nally from  the  soil,  and  all  commerce  is  but  the  interchange  of 
the  raw  or  manufactured  products  of  the  soil.  Now  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  Federal  Government  has  yet  in  its  possession 
one  of  the  largest  domains  of  unoccupied  fertile  soil,  upon  the 
face  of  the  globe,  all  of  which  is  open  to  the  actual  settler 
without  money  and  without  price.  It  is  well,  however,  in  cal- 
culating upon  our  ability  to  pay  debts  and  taxes,  to  know  more 
than  generally  ;  what  our  national  assets  are  in  this  particular, 
and  we  therefore  invite  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  fol- 
loAving  statement  of  facts  : 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1863,  the  quantity  of  pubUc  lands 
remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  Federal  Government,  was 
(1,044,628,000)  one  thousand  and  forty-four  millions  of  acres, 
embracing  an  area  of  over  2,000,000  square  miles.     This  domain 


is  aLout  two  thirds  of  our  geograpliical  extent,  and  is  neaily 
three  times  the  area  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  at  the 
commencement  of  their  existence  as  a  nation.  It  is  an  extent 
of  territory  sufticient  to  make  thirty-two  additional  States,  each 
as  large  as  the  great  central  State  of  Ohio.  It  includes  the  ex- 
tensive and  rich  mining  districts  of  California,  Nevada,  Colorado, 
Oregon,  Washington  Territory,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico.  "It 
embraces  soils  capable  of  abundant  yield  of  the  rich  productions 
of  the  tropics,  of  sugar,  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  ar,d  the  grape 
(now  a  staple  of  California),  and  of  the  great  cereals  of  the 
more  temperate  zones — wheat  and  corn.  Instead  of  a  dreary 
waste  as  this  land  was  formerly  supposed  to  be,  the  millions  of 
buffalo,  elk,  deer,  and  mountain  sheep,  the  primitive  inhabitants 
of  the  soil,  fed  by  the  hand  of  nature,  attest  its  capacity  for  the 
abundant  support  of  a  dense  population  through  the  skilful  toil 
of  the  agriculturist.  Furthermore,  not  only  is  the  yield  of 
food  for  man  in  this  region  abundant,  but  it  holds  in  its  bosom 
the  richest  known  deposits  of  gold,  silver,  and  mercury  ;  and  of 
the  so-called  useful  metals,  lead,  copper,  and  iron."  The  value 
of  this  vast  national  property,  if  estimated  at  the  former  govern- 
ment price  of  land,  viz.  :  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre, 
would  be  $1,305,785,000. 

Previous  to  the  war,  cotton  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  chief 
elements  of  our  national  wealth  and  prosperity.  Owing  to 
favoring  circumstances  of  climate  and  soil,  American  cotton  was 
superior  in  quahty  and  inferior  in  price  to  all  raised  elsewhere  ; 
and  it  had  come  to  form  so  large  a  part  of  the  commerce  and 
manufacturing  industry  of  tlie  world,  as  to  acquire  the  appella- 
tion of  "King."  Nor  was  the  title  inappropriate.  Cotton  was 
indeed  "King,  "  and  his  throne  in  1860  was  5,000,000  of  bales, 
raised  by  the  labor  and  watered  by  the  tears  of  four  millions  of 
the  most  miserable  of  slaves.  Though  now  dethroned,  cotton 
will  be  King  again,  but  his  dominion  henceforth,  wiU  be  infi- 
nitely wider,  and  his  tenure  of  authority  infinitely  stronger,  inas- 
much as  it  win  be  based  on  free  labor,  and  the  skilful  appliances 
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which  economical  and  skilled  agriculture  knows  how  to  prepare 
and  use.  Are  we  speaking  boastfully  or  metaphorically  ?  Let 
us  see. 

It  is  now  generally  admitted  by  aU  authorities,  that  while  a 
full  supply  of  cotton  may,  in  course  of  time,  and  under  the 
stimulus  of  high  prices,  be  procured  elsewhere  ;  yet,  whenever 
its  cultivation  is  resumed,  under  favorable  circumstances,  in  the 
United  States,  this  country  will  again  become  the  main  depend- 
ence of  the  world  ;*  as  much  so  as  in  1860,  when  89^  per  cent, 
of  all  the  cotton  consumed  in  Great  Britain  was  the  product  of 
the  Southern  States. 

Some  idea  of  the  increased  product  of  cotton  required  yearly, 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  world's  consumption,  may  be 
formed  from  the  fact,  that  the  average  increased  consumption  of 
England  alone,  from  1850  to  1860,  was  at  the  rate  of  87,880 
bales  (of  450  pounds  each)  per  annum,  or  39,546,000  pounds. 
Some  idea  of  the  capacity  of  this  country  to  supply  this  annually 
increasing  demand,  may  also  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that,  of  the 
land  available  and  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  in  the 
so-called,  cotton  States,  the  maximum  amount  ever  cultivated  did 
not  exceed  one  and  seven  tenths  (lyVu*o)  P^^"  cew^. 

That  the  supply  of  cotton  from  the  South,  under  its  system 
of  slave  labor,  has  not  been  for  many  years  equal  to  the  demand 
made  upon  it,  is  clearly  shown  by  the  fact,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  annual  crop  increased  from  2,394,000  bales,  in  1844,  to 

*  The  only  region  whicli  has  yet  been  discovered  outside  of  the  United  States, 
where  all  the  conditions  for  the  successfiol  cultivation  of  cotton  are  met  with  (for 
it  appears  to  be  essential  that  it  shall  not  be  a  tropical  region)  is  in  Queensland, 
Australia.  Here,  however,  the  great  distance  from  market,  the  scarcity  and  high 
price  of  labor,  and  the  proximity  to  rich  gold  fields,  must  prevent  any  very  rapid 
development  in  the  cultivation.— 7iepor<  by  Edward  Atkinson,  to  the  Boston  Board 
of  Trade,  1863. 

In  a  more  recent  publication  tipon  the  future  supply  of  cotton,  Mr.  Atkinson 
modifies  the  above  statement,  and  gives  the  details  of  the  unexpected  increase  in 
the  cotton  crop  of  Egypt,  and  the  successful  attempt  to  introduce  the  cultivation 
of  cotton  in  Turkey  and  Asia  Minor  ;  and  he  also  states  that  the  cultivation  of  the 
staple  in  these  countries  will  prob  ibly  be  maintained  even  at  ordinary  prices,  as 
^he  best  Pmglish  and  French  skill  and  machinery  are  being  applied,  but  that  no 
crop  can  be  raised  in  many  years  which  shall  m  )ro  than  meet  the  increased  de- 
mand which  will  prevail  when  low  prices  are  restored,  or  which  can  interfere 
with  the  demand  on  this  country  for  larger  crops  than  were  ever  before  raised. 
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4,675,000,  in  1859,  the  j rice  advanced  in  Liverpool,  during  tlie 
same  time  from  8^  to  11  cents  per  pound,  or  $9.67^  cents  per 
bale. 

The  time,  therefore,  had  fully  come,  when  some  change  in  the 
system  of  labor  was  absolutely  needed  at  the  South,  in  order  to 
enable  it  to  meet  the  demands  oi'  the  world  for  its  great  staple  ; 
and  that  this  change  w^as,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  progress  before 
the  war,  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that,  of  the  cotton  crop  of 
1850,  one  ninth  part  was  the  product  of  free  labor.  How  rap- 
idly the  change  will  take  place  after  the  war,  and  how  rapidly 
the  supremacy  of  our  country  in  the  cotton  markets  of  the  world 
will  bo  again  attained  to,  is  thus  shown  by  Edward  Atkinson, 
Esq.,  in  an  able  and  exhaustive  report,  "  On  the  manufacture  and 
supply  of  cotton,"  made  to  the  Boston  Board  of  Trade  in  1863, 
and  to  whom  wh  are  mainly  indebted  for  our  statistics  on  this 
subject.  He  says:  "The  principal  cotton  region  of  the  South 
is  not  upon  the  unhealthy  coast  line  where  malarious  fevers  pre- 
vail, but  is  mostly  a  healthy,  interior  upland  country,  the  lar- 
gest portion  being  far  more  healthy  than  many  of  the  Western 
States.  Aq  able-bodied  man  can  easily  raise,  and,  with  the  as- 
sistance .of  his  children,  can  pick,  5,000  pounds  of  cotton  per  an- 
num ;  at  the  same  time  raising  an  ample  supply  of  food  for  his 
family.  This  can  be  done  with  less  hard  work  than  is  required 
of  farm  laborers  in  New  England.  It  is  not  probable  that  large 
crops  of  cotton  will  be  raised  for  the  next  five  years,  or  that  cotton 
will  in  that  time  rule  below  an  average  of  25  cents  per  pound. 
How  rapid  a  settlement  of  the  cotton  region  will  be  induced  by 
the  ability  of  a  common  laborer  to  raise  in  each  year  an  ample 
supply  of  food,  and  a  crop  of  cotton  which  will  bring  $1,250  in 
gold  on  demand,  let  each  one  judge." 

^Xe  come  next  to  consider  the  probable  future  augmentation 
of  our  national  wealth  and  national  revenues  from  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mineral  deposits  of  the  country,  especially  the  de- 
posits of  the  precious  metals,  which  are  known  to  exist  through- 
out the  Western  portion  of  the  continent,  and  extend,  accord- 
ing to  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
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Office  (December,  1862),  over  an  area  of  more  tlian  a  million 
square  miles  of  our  territory. 

The  gold  product  of  California,  from  1848  to  1862,  inclusive, 
is  variously  estimated  at  from  $734,000,000  (Hittel),  to  f  1,049,- 
000,000  {Bankers'  3Iagazme),  The  annual  gold  product  of  Cali- 
fornia, at  the  present  time,  ij?  believed  to  be  about  $44,000,000  ; 
vfhile  the  product  of  aU  the  mining  industry  of  the  State  (gold, 
quicksilver,  &c.),  for  the  past  three  years  is  returned  as  follows  : 
1861,  $42,100,000  ;  1862,  $44,105,000  ;  1863,  $47,9s2,000 
The  amount  of  treasure  shipped  from  San  Francisco  during 
1863,  was  $46,071,000.* 

Keliable  data  for  accurately  estimating  the  present  gold  and 
silver  production  of  the  loyal  States  and  Territories  are  not 
now  obtainable  ;  but  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  believing 
that  the  value  of  the  product  for  the  year  1864  will  not 
fall  short  of  $125,000,000.  With  a  view  of  assisting  our 
readers  to  fonn  a  judgment  on  this  topic,  we  submit  the  follow- 
ing statements  :  The  amount  of  gold  derived  from  the  mines  of 
Washington  Territory,  for  1862,  was  estimated  at  $5,000,000  ; 
from  the  mines  of  Colorado  for  the  same  year,  $12,000,000  ; 
the  receipts  of  silver  at  San  Francisco,  from  the  Washoe  and 
Esmeralda  mines  of  Nevada,  were  $12,430,000  in  1863,  against 
$6,000,000  in  1862  ;  while  the  total  produce  of  these  mines  for 
1863  was  estimated  to  exceed  $15,000,000.  The  product  of  the 
Oregon  mines  in  1862  was  estimated,  from  carefully  collected 
data,  to  exceed  $12,000,000 ;  and,  according  to  Mr.  S.  B.  Bug- 
gies, their  product  for  1863  was  estimated  at  $20,000,000- 
The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  his  official 

*  The  Gustom-House  e:diibit  of  the  export  of  gold  from  San  Francisco  is  an 
uncertain  test  by  which  to  determine  the  total  gold  product  of  California.  Messrs. 
Hussey,  Bond  &  Hale  of  San  Francisco,  in  a  lecent  circular  regarding  the  gold 
product  of  Clalifomia,  state  that  the  amount  carried  home  by  returning  passen- 
gers, the  exports  to  Europe,  China,  the  Paciiic  ports  of  Houth  Ajnerica,  the 
amount  can-ied  overland  to  Mexico,  and  the  amount  retained  in  California  for 
purposes  of  currency,  is  eqiaal  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  ex- 
ports as  exhibited  by  the  manifests  of  the  /Ymerican  steamers  to  Panama.  One 
returning  passenger  is  known  to  have  carried  $80,000  as  baggage,  to  save  freight. 
A  single  passenger  on  board  the  ill-fated  Central  America  is  known  to  have  c£ir- 
ried  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  his  valise. 
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report,  made  December  29tli,  1862,  in  speaking  of  the  "  great 
auriferous  region  of  the  United  States"  in  the  Western  portion  of 
the  continent,  says  : 

"The  yield  of  the  precious  metals  alone  of  this  region  will 
not  fall  below  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  the  present  year, 
and  it  will  augment  with  the  increase  of  population  for  centuries 
to  come."  "  Within  ten  years  the  annual  produce  of  these  mines 
will  reach  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  the  precious  metals, 
and  in  coal,  iron,  tin,  lead,  quicksilver,  and  copper,  half  that 
sum."  He  adds  that,  "  with  an  amount  of  labor  relatively  equal 
to  that  expended  in  California  applied  to  the  gold  fields  already 
known  to  exist  outside  of  that  State,  the  production  of  tliis  year, 
including  that  of  California,,  would  exceed  four  hundred  millions." 
And  yet  no  foct  is  more  unquestionable*  than  that  this  great  terri- 
tory is  in  its  infancy  of  mining. 

But  these  magnificent  results  of  mining  upon  the  Pacific  slope, 
and  their  still  more  magnificent  promise  for  the  future,  should 
not  cause  us  to  overlook  the  steady  development  of  mining  in- 
dustry in  other  portions  of  our  country.  The  production  of 
coal,  iron,  copper,  lead,  and  salt,  in  the  loyal  States  east  of  the 
Mississippi  has  everywhere  greatly  increased  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  in  no  locality  diminished.  Take 
for  example  the  statistics  of  the  mineral  region  of  Lake  Superior. 
In  1862,  the  quantity  of  iron  shipped  from  Marquette  was  115,- 
721  tons  ;  in  1863,  the  quantity  exceeded  200,000  tons.  The 
product  of  copper  from  the  mines  of  this  region  has  also  in- 
creased since  1858,  as  follows  :  Product  in  1858,  3,500  tons  ; 
1859,  4,200  tons  ;  1860,  6,000  tons  ;  1861,  7,400  tons  ;  1863, 
8,548  tons.  This  last  amount  exceeds  one  half  of  all  the  copper 
annually  obtained  from  all  the  well-known  mines  of  Great 
Britain.  In  1858,  there  was  also  added  to  our  mineral  wealth 
and  industry  an  article  whose  production,  in  a  measure  peculiar 
to  our  country,  has  increased  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war  in  a  manner  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world's 
trade  and  commerce.  We  allude  to  the  article  petroleum,  or 
"coal  oil."     In  1859,  petroleum  held  no  place  in  the  list  of  our 
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country's  exports.  In  1861,  however,  1,112,000  gallons  were 
exported  ;  in  18G2,  the  quantity  increased  to  10,800,000  gallons  ; 
while  for  1863,  the  exports  exceeded  28,000,000  gallons  ;  which 
would  have  required  for  its  conveyance  the  services  of  252  ships 
of  the  average  burden  capacity  of  1,000  tons  each.  The  whole 
national  product  of  petroleum  for  the  year  1863  undoubtedly 
exceeded  60,000,000  gallons,  which,  at  its  average  price  of  thirty 
cents  per  gallon,  added  to  the  annual  product  of  the  country  a 
value  of  eighteen  millions  of  dollars. 

In  the  census  returns  of  1860,  Michigan  was  not  even  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  States  in  which  the  manufacture  of  salt 
constituted  a  notable  branch  of  industry  ;  yet  in  1863,  the 
amount  of  salt  manufactured  in  this  State  exceeded  two  millions 
of  bushels  ;  a  growth  in  two  years  equal  to  that  attained  by 
the  celebrated  Onondaga  salt-works  of  New  York,  thirty-eight 
years  after  these  salt-springs  had  passed  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  State. 

Thus  rapidly  has  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  loyal  States  devel- 
oped since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

One  great  and  acknowledged  source  of  wealth  to  Great  Britain 
has  been  the  product  ofhermines  ;  the  officially  returned  value  of 
which  for  1862  was  $170,000,000  (£34,000,000).  Large  as  this 
amount  is,  and  much  as  it  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  kingdom,  the  mineral  product  of  the  loyal  States 
for  1863  undoubtedly  exceeded  it  in  value  ;  our  estimate  for  the 
year  being  as  follows 

Precious  Metals  (Gold  and  Silver) ; $100,000,000 

Coal  <: valuation  in  1860  by  Census  report,  $19,365,000) 36,000,000 

Peti'oleum 18,000,000 

Quicksilver 2,000,000 

Pig  Iron  (valuation  by  Census  of  1860,  $19,487,000) 30,000,000 

Copper 2,500,000 

Lead  (valuation  of  1860,  $977,281) 1,000,000 

Salt  (valuation  of  1860,  $2,265,000) 2,500,000 

Other  products,  zinc,  nickel,  chrome,  &c 200,000 

Total $182,200,000 
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And  this  in  the  mere  inception  of  our  mining  industry,  when 
we  may  be  said  to  have  done  little  more  than  "  scratch  the 
ground." 

No  estimate  of  future  resources  of  the  country,  furthermore 
can  be  dmsidered  complete,  which  fails  to  take  into  account  the 
great  augmentation  of  values  which  is  sure  to  accrue  in  time  to 
the  South  from  the  substitution  of  free  for  slave  labor.  This 
matter  is  S3t  in  a  clear  light  by  the  following  statement,  which 
any  one  wh )  doubts  can  verify  for  himself  by  referring  to  the 
official  statistics  of  the  census  of  1860  : 

If  the  "product  -per  head  of  the  population  in  the  Slave  States 
had  been  the  same  in  1859  that  it  ivas  in  the  Free  States,  there 
would  have  been  added  to  the  aggregate  national  ivealth  returned 
at  that  time,  the  additional  value  of  ^1, 531, 631, 000  ;  a  sum 
nearly  equal  to  the  entire  national  debt,  June,  1864. 

The  advantage  of  a  system  of  free  labor  over  slave  labor,  in 
increasing  the  aggregate  national  wealth,  is  also  clearly  shown  by 
comparing  Maryland  in  1860,  one  of  the  most  prosperous  of 
the  slave  States,  with  Massachusetts,  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
of  the  free  States.  Maryland  has  11,124  square  miles  ;  Massa- 
chusetts 7,000  square  miles.  Maryland  has  a  shore  line — sea  and 
river — of  1,336  miles  ;  Massachusetts,  764  miles.  Maryland 
has  double  the  area  of  good  land  that  Massachusetts  has.  With 
these  natural  advantages  on  the  side  of  the  former,  let  us  now 
contrast  the  industrial  and  other  advantages  which  have  been 
obtained  by  the  latter.  Rate  of  mortality  in  Massachusetts,  1 
in  92  ;  in  Maryland,  1  in  57.  Value  of  the  products  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  1860,  $287,000,000;  in  Maryland,  $66,009,000. 
Value  of  products  per  head  in  Massachusetts,  $235  ;  in  Mary- 
land, $96.  That  is  to  say,  the  average  annual  value  of  the  labor 
of  each  person  in  Massachusetts  was  greatly  more  than  double 
that  of  Maryland.  The  value  of  all  property,  real,  and  personal, 
in  Massachusetts,  in  1860,  was  $815,000,000  ;  in  Maryland, 
$376,000,000.  Comparing  this  with  the  value  of  products  be- 
fore mentioned,  the  profit  on  capital  was  in  Massachusetts  35 
per  cent.  ;  in  Maryland,  17  per  cent.,  or  less  than  one  half  ;   and 
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it  is  a  noticeable  fact,  that  only  in  two  slave  States,  Delaware 
and  Missouri,  was  the  rate  of  profit  larger  than  in  Maryland, 
and  in  both  of  these  were  comparatively  fewer  slaves.  Another 
remarkable  fact,  recently  brought  out  by  Hon.  K.  J.  Walker 
(to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  these  slave  and  free  State  statis- 
tics), is,  that  as  Maryland  is  to  Massachusetts,  so  is  South  Caro- 
lina to  Maryland  ;  the  product  per  head  in  1860  being  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, |235  ;  in  Maryland,  $96  ;  in  South  Carolina,  $56  ; 
or  in  free  Massachusetts  the  reward  of  labor  is  more  than  double 
that  in  Maryland,  and  four  times  that  in  South  Carolina. 

Now,  the  way  to  make  the  Southern  States  as  rich  and  pro- 
ductive as  the  Northern,  and  even  more  so,  as  Mr.  James  Brooks, 
editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Express,  justly  observed  more  than  thirty 
years  ago,  during  a  journey  in  Ihe  South,  is  to  abolish  slavery. 
"  Substitute  skilful,  intelligent,  interested  free  labor  for  unskilled, 
ignorant,  and  uninterested  slave  labor,"  and,  as  he  remarked, 
"  South  Carolina  would  be  the  wealthiest  State  in  the  Union." 

Now,  we  are  going  to  have  the  assistance  of  this  added  and 
hitherto  undeveloped  wealth,  to  pay,  not  only  the  interest,  but 
the  principal  of  our  national  debt.  With  "small  farms  and  di- 
vided free  labor  taking  the  place  of  the  feudal  system,"  as  Mr. 
Brooks  says,  all  the  immense,  undeveloped  natural  resources  of 
the  Southern  States  will  vastly  increase  our  national  wealth  and 
prosperity.  This  increase,  Mr.  K.  J.  Walker  (whose  advantages 
and  capability  for  forming  a  judgment  are  not  surpassed  by  any 
other  person)  estimates  will  amount  in  ten  years  to  the  great 
sum  of  over  seventeen  thousand  millions  of  dollars. 

Thus  the  mere  addition  we  shall  make  in  ten  years  to  our  na- 
tional wealth,  by  abolishing  the  "  institution"  which  has  been  so 
long  a  curse  and  a  source  of  dissension  to  us,  would  many  times 
over  pay  our  national  debt. 

Moreover,  the  abolition  of  slavery  cannot  fail  to  add  immense- 
ly and  directly  to  our  national  revenue.  A  slave  paid  no  taxes, 
directly  ;  and  indirectly  but  little  more  than  a  horse  or  a  cow. 
His  two  annual  suits  of  linsey-woolsey,  and  his  weekly  peck  of 
com  meal  and  a  few  pounds  of  bacon,   contributed  little  to  na- 


tional  revenue,  and  lie  had  no  wages  to  spend  ;  but  as  froed 
men,  they  become  at  once  consumers  of  taxed  articles.  This 
is  strikingly  shown  in  the  last  year's  (1863)  history  of  the  colonies 
of  freed  blacks  upon  the  sea  islands  of  South  Carolina.  In 
these  colonies,  nearly  every  woman  has  provided  herself  with 
a  silk  dress  and  a  pair  of  gold  ear  rings  out  of  the  product  oi 
their  earnings — a  thing  remarkable  in  itself,  inasmuch  as  many 
of  the  purchasers,  as  slaves,  had  never,  in  tlie  whole  course  of 
their  lives,  been  the  possessors  of  a  single  dollar  ;  while  upon 
one  of  the  smaller  islands,  a  colony  of  a  few  hundred  emancipa- 
ted slaves  are  reported  to  have  bought  and  paid  for  domestic 
goods,  in  a  twelvemonth,  to  the  value  of  over  $20,000.  "  Our 
Southern  trade" — though  so  valuable  in  former  years — will, 
therefore,  when  peace  is  restored,  by  the  recognition  of  federal 
authority,  be  undoubtedly  a  hundred  times  more  extensive  and 
profitable  than  it  has  ever  been.  Foui-  millions  of  consumers, 
not  only  of  necessaries,  but  of  luxuries,  will  be  at  once  added  to 
the  tax-paying  population.  "  Also  by  freeing  the  slaves,  white 
labor  will  be  relieved  of  a  ruinous  competition,  and  will  reap  a 
large  reward  in  that  vast  territory  from  which  it  has  been  for 
years  almost  entirely  shut  out.  This  will  add  still  more  largely 
to  the  consumption,  as  well  as  to  the  internal  commerce  and 
revenue  of  the  country."* 

Finally,  in  estimating  the  future  resources  of  the  country,  and 
its  capacity  to  cany  a  large  burden  of  debt  and  taxation,  it 

*  "The  Philadelphia"  (Freeclmen's  Aid)  "Society  has  a  store  on  St.  Helena 
Island.  In  this  store  alone — and  there  are  others  on  the  island  carried  on  by  pri- 
vate enterprise  -  two  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  goods  are  sold  monthly.  There 
is  a  great  demand  for  plates,  knives,  forks,  tinware,  and  better  clothing,  including 
even  hooped  skirts.  Negro  cloth,  as  it  is  called,  osnaburgs,  russet-colored  shoes, 
in  short,  the  distmctive  apparel  formerly  dealt  out  to  them,  are  very  generally 
rejected.  But  there  is  no  article  of  household  furniture  or  wearing  apparel  used 
by  persons  of  moderate  means  which  they  wiU  not  piirchase,  when  they  are  al- 
lowed the  opportunity  of  labor  and  earning  wages.  What  a  market  the  South 
would  open  under  the  new  system !  It  would  set  all  the  miUs  and  workshops 
astir.  Four  mUlions  of  people  would  become  purchasers  of  aU  the  various  articles 
of  manufacture  and  commerce,  in  place  of  the  few  coarse,  simple  necessaries  laid 
in  for  them  in  gross  by  the  planters.  When  these  people  can  no  longer  be  used 
as  slaves,  men  wQl  try  to  see  how  they  can  make  the  most  of  them  as  free- 
men. Your  Irishman  honestly  thinks  he  hates  the  negro ;  but,  when  the  war  is 
over,  he  will  have  no  objection  *o  going  South  and  seUing  him  groceries  and 
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should  not  be  overlooked  tliat  the  opportunity  for  a  civilized 
nation  to  increase  its  aggregate  wealth  was  never  before,  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  so  great  as  at  present,  and  therefore  no 
former  precedents  respecting  the  actual  burden  of  a  great  debt 
upon  a  nation  can  be  fairly  quoted  as  applicable  to  the  present. 
This  is  due  mainly  to  two  circumstances  :  1st,  Tlie  accumulation 
of  national  capital :  and  2d,  to  the  introduction  of  labor-saving 
inacliincry. 

In  relation  to  the  first,  it  is  simply  necessary  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  reader  to  the  fact  that  wealth  makes  wealth  :  or, 
in  other  words,  that  resources  and  capital  accumulated,  and  prop- 
erly used,  invariably  bring  large  additional  resources  and  capital. 
The  man  that  had  ten  talents  could  produce  more  easily  ten 
additional  talents,  than  he  who  had  one  could  produce  a  single 
additional  one  ;  and  so  in  regard  to  this  country,  or  the  loyal 
part  of  it.  With  a  capital  in  1860  more  than  double  what  it 
possessed  in  ]  850,  its  capacity  and  power  to  increase  its  wealth  in 
I860  was  of  necessity  more  than  double  what  it  could  have  been 
in  1850. 

2d.  The  opportunity  or  power  of  a  country  to  increase  its 
national  wealth  or  capital  is  greatly  augmented  by  the  intro- 
duction of  labor-saving  machinery.  A  single  statistical  fact  il- 
lustrates this  proposition  better  than  volumes  of  assertion.  It 
was  shown  by  official  statistics  in  Great  Britain,  some  years 
since,  that  if  the  stage-coach  system,  which  was  the  main  reli- 
ance of  that  country  in  1 830  for  the  transportation  of  travellers, 
had  continued  in  use  up  to  1854.  and  had  then  been  required  to 
do  the  work  of  passenger  trans[)ortation  alone,  which  the  rail- 
way system  of  that   year   effected,    the   increased   cost   of  the 


household  implements  at  fifty  per  cent,  advance  on  New  York  prices. — Atlantic 
Monthly,  September,  1863. 

Let  us  also,  in  this  connection,  glance  at  the  efi'ects  of  emancipation  on  the 
trade  and  industi-y  of  the  British  West  India  Islands.  Emancipation  took  place  in 
British  Guiana,  Barbadoes,  Trinidad,  and  Antigua,  in  1830.  The  average  value  of 
the  annual  export  of  sugar  from  these  islands,  for  1827  to  1830,  was  *8,840,000. 
The  average  annual  value,  fn  )m  1  SSI  to  1 800,  was  *14, 600, 000.  Land  in  Baibadc;es 
has  doubled  in  value  sinci;  einanci})at.ion.  Under  slavery,  the  value  of  American 
imijorts  to  liarbadoes  did  not  average  more  than  £60,000  per  annum  ;  at  present 
it  is  from  £300,000  to  £400,000  annually. 
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business  would  liave  been  £40,(00,000  ($200,000,000)  per  an- 
num more  than  the  whole  cost  of  the  railway  passenger  and 
freight  conveyance  of  the  same  year  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
introduction  and  use  of  railways  in  Great  Britain  added  to  the 
productive  capital  of  the  country  for  the  year  1854  the  sum  ot 
$200,000,000,  ''  an  amount,"  as  Robert  Steveiison  expressed  it, 
"  exceeding  by  50  per  cent,  the  yearly  interest  of  the  (British) 
national  debt." 

With  such  a  return  from  a  single  department  of  improved 
industry,  who  can  estimate  the  yearly  addition  to  the  wealth 
and  capital  of  a  country  like  ours,  where  the  invention  and  intro- 
duction of  labor-saving  machinery  is  universally  regarded  as  a 
leading  and  peculiar  feature  of  its  civilization  and  history  ? 

The  census  of  1860  returned  the  population  of  Massachusetts 
as  1,230,000  ;  yet  how  inadequately  the  mere  enumeration  of 
the  number  of  individuals  composing  a  State  like  this  expresses 
its  power  and  resources  is  evident,  when  we  remember  that,  in 
1860,  the  machinery  of  Massachusetts  was  returned  as  capable 
of  doing  the  work  of  moi^e  than  a  hundred  milliojis  of  men.  Now, 
such  an  addition  to  the  productive  capacity  of  a  State  fifty 
years  ago,  was  not  possible,  inasmuch  as  a  great  part  of  the 
machinery  and  appliances  by  which  it  had  been  evoked  were 
not  then  in  existence  ;  and  if  we  are  not  warranted  in  predicating 
of  the  next  fifty  years  an  equal  progress  in  improvement,  we 
think  we  are  justified  in  believing  that  a  nearly  equal  gain  in 
resources  will  accrue  to  the  whole  country  from  the  more  exten- 
sive introduction  and  use  of  the  labor-saving  inventions  and  pro- 
cesses already  in  existence.  We  would  also  call  the  attention  of 
our  readers,  in  this  connection,  to  the  very  interesting  circum- 
stance, that  war  and  the  embarrassed  condition  of  our  finances 
so  far  from  restricting  the  inventive  genius  of  the  country  and 
retarding  the  introduction  of  improvements,  has  acted  rather  as  a 
■stimulant.  This  is  proved  by  the  increased  number  of  patents 
issued  during  the  last  three  years  (i.  e.,  1861,  2,581  ;  1862, 
3,522  ;  1863,  4,170)  ;  and  also  by  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding 
the  great  draft  of  men  from  the  agricultural  States  to  the  ranks 


of  the  army,  tlie  harvests,   througli  the  more  extensive  use  of 
machinery,  have  rathered  increased  than  diminished.* 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  present  an  accurate  and  popular, 
hut  hy  no  means  complete,  exhibit  of  the  grov^th  and  develop- 
ment of  our  country  during  the  past ;  and  its  present  financial  and 
industrial  strength  ;  and,  guided  by  the  experience  of  former 
years,  have  sought  to  forecast  and  estimate,  in  a  degree,  its  in- 
crease in  the  future.  Fear,  however,  of  extending  this  essay  to 
an  inordinate  length,  has  induced  us  to  refrain  from  the  mention 
of  various  topics  of  nearly  equal  interest  to  those  presented — 
such  as  the  wonderful  increase  of  our  tonnage  (temporarily  in- 
terrupted in  its  growth  by  the  existence  of  war  and  legalized 
j)iracy) ;  of  the  increased  value  given  to  land  by  the  extension 
of  our  railway  system  ;  of  the  addition  to  our  agricultural  re- 
sources of  new  staples  for  culture,  as  the  sorghum, f  and  the 
like.  But  enough,  we  think,  has  been  said  ;  enough  of  statistics 
(which  no  partisan  zeal  can  wrest  from  their  true  meaning)  have 
been  given,  to  satisfy  our  readers  that  the  country  cannot  be 
destroyed,  or  even  crippled,  by  any  probable  future  debt ;  and  to 
induce  every  loyal  man,  as  he  reflects  upon  our  resources  as  a 
nation,  to  "  Thank  God  and  take  courage." 

*  Au  interesting  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  American  industry  is  ena- 
bled, through  the  machinery  it  invents,  to  compete  with  and  distance  the  cheap- 
est known  labor  of  the  world,  is  to  be  found  in  the  machine  recently  invented  for 
splitting  cane  (rattan)  iised  for  the  manufacture  of  "caue-seat"  chairs.  The 
strips  of  cane  used  for  this  purpose  are  derived  from  the  outer  and  "  glassy"  layer 
of  the  "  East  India  rattan"  ;  and  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  low  price  of 
("hinese  labor  (some  few  cents  per  day),  they  have  usually  been  split  or  peeled 
from  the  rattan  before  exportation.  Within  a  comparatively  recent  period,  how- 
ever, a  machine  has  been  invented  in  this  country,  and  successfully  used,  which, 
at  one  operation,  takes  off  the  whole  outer  portion  of  the  rattan  in  strips,  so  much 
more  rapidly,  cheaply,  and  perfectly,  as  to  forbid  all  competition  from  the  China- 
man ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  leaves  the  interior  of  the  rattan  so  well  adapted  for 
conversion  into  ' '  artificial  whalebone"  for  the  manufacture  of  umbrella-fi'ames, 
that  the  latter  possesses  a  value,  and  sells  in  the  market  for  as  much  as  the  first 
cost  of  the  original  cane  as  imported.  We  might  also  refer,  as  an  example  of  re- 
cent American  inventions,  which  have  swept  away,  as  it  were,  at  one  stroke,  en- 
tire and  ancient  crafts  of  hand-labor,  to  the  American  cork-cutting  machine,  which 
cuts  in  one  hour  more  and  more  perfect  corks  than  ten  expert  workmen  can  cut 
m  a  day  ;  and  of  inventions  more  particularly  induced  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
times,  to  that  of  "paper  string"  or  "twine,"  so  much  cheaper  and  stronger  than 
ordinary  "  cotton  twine,"  that  the  use  of  this  latter  will  undoubtedly  be  hereafter, 
in  a  great  degree,  discontinued. 

f  Of  sorghum  molasses,  which  was  not  known  to  this  country  in  1850,  there  was 
manufactured,  in  1860,  over  seven  millions  of  gallons.  , 
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But  some  may  say,  after  reading  this  essay,  "  Admitting  all 
that  has  been  stated  respecting  the  history  of  the  past ;  admit- 
ting, also,  that  all  the  conditions  for  a  future  enormous  increase 
and  development  of  national  wealth  actually  exist ;  yet,  will  not 
the  necessity  for  the  imposition  of  a  future  heavy  taxation  effect- 
ually cripple  and  check  the  industry  and  progress  of  the  nation?" 
To  this  we  reply,  that  the  history  of  Great  Britain  furnishes  us 
with  a  sufficient  answer  and  refutation 

Thus,  in  1816,  Great  Britain,  with  a  population  of  19,275,000^ 
without  one  mile  of  railway,  or  a  single  ocean  steamer,  with 
comparatively  few  labor-saving  machines,  and  with  onerous  (and 
now  obsolete)  restrictions  upon  her  industry,  carried  and  sus- 
tained the  maximum  debt  of  her  history,  viz.  :  $4,205,000,000  ; 
and  not  only  has  Great  Britain  carried  and  sustained  this  enor- 
mous debt  for  the  last  forty-eight  years  (during  which  time  she 
has  almost  constantly  been  engaged  in  war  in  some  quarter  of 
the  globe)  but  she  has^so  greatly  thriven  and  prospered  under  it, 
that  she  now  ra,nks  Jlrsf  in  wealth,  undjirst  in  industrial  power  of 
all  the  nations  that  at  present  exist,  or  have  ever  existed.  Shall 
the  loyal  States  in  1864  (to  say  nothing  of  the  whole  country), 
with  a  present  advantage  of  30  per  cent,  in  population,  33  per 
cent,  in  property,  and  more  than  100  per  cent,  in  the  value  of 
annual  production — with  a  virgin  soil,  enormous  emigration,  a 
system  of  land  tenure  which  conduces  to  the  highest  prosperity 
of  the  greatest  number,  and  a  condition  of  society  in  which  indi- 
vidual enterprise  is  encouraged  and  fostered — shall  the  loyal 
States,  we  ask,  with  all  these  advantages,  sink  under  a  burden 
of  debt  less  than  two  thirds  that  which  Great  Britain  sustained 
in  1816  ? 


Loyal  Leagues,  Clubs,  or  individuals,  may  obtain  any  of  our 
publications  at  the  cost  price,  by  application  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  or  by  calling  at  the  Eooms  of  the  Society,  No.  863 
Broadway,  where  all  information  may  be  obtained  relating  to 
the  Society- 
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langen  9teif)en  Don  §Uttcn,  9tegerquartier  genannt,  unb  drvia^  n)eiter  ju* 
riid  ba^  gro^e  Dieredige  ©ebciubc,  genjo^nlic^  au§  ^adfteinen,  i^a^  als 
3uderl)au§  behnnt  ift.  Qn  oielcn  gatlen  beloo^nen  ber  aik  ^err  no(^ 
\iaQ  ^errenl)au§  unb  bie  9teger  i^re  alten  Quortiere,  aber  in  Umftcinben 
unb  ^esiefjungen  DoIItommen  neu,  fonberbar  unb  ^eintic^  fiir  beibe. 

SBa^renb  eine§  bie[en  §errent)anfern  imb  ^f^egerquartieren  jiingft  gemad^* 
ten  :^e[ud)e§  fanten  n3id)tige  Z^at\ad)m  jur  ^enntnif  unb  bebeutfame  (^r* 
wagungen  ergaben  \id),  luetdie  [id;  nic^t  an  anbern  Orten  barboten. 

Qn  ben  nieiften  anbern  Don  ber  Sommiffion  befuc^ten  CanbeSt^eircn  n^ar 

bie  (2!(aDengefelI[d)aft  in  einem  ^uftanbe  ber  Dottfommenen  Sluflofung  be* 

obad)tct  ujorben.    ®er  ^err,  ober  ber  ©f(aDe,  ober  ^eibe  toaren  pc^tig 

getDorben.    Qn  ©iibcarotina  f)atten  [id^  bie|)crren  baDougemadit  unb  i{)rc 
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Sol^nungcn  unb  ©ftaeen  berlaffen.  Qn  3?trgtnicn  unb  9^orb  (EaroUna, 
fo  iDte  in  Dielen  t)on  unfercn  ^ceren  iit  bem  SuiMneftcn  bcfc^tcn  Oegcnben 
fonnte  man  bte  Smanciptrten  nur  al^  glitdjtlinge  unb  bie  ^crren  gar  ntc^t 
fe^en. 

Qn  fenen  Zl)t\Un  be8  unteren  9)li[]'i[[ippit(}a(e§  abcr,  wcldjt  in  unfeven 
SO^iUtarliuien  licgen,  unb  befonberS  in  bem  (gtromgcbiete  Don  Coutfiana 
befinben  fic^  noc^  33ie(e  berfclben  Don  2lngefidjt  ju  3(ngc[icfjt  einaubcr  ge* 
genitber  in  ©cgeninart  bicfer  gro^en  ^teoolution  ber  "^priifungcn,  lueldjc 
bicfelbe  beiben  nuffegt. 

(5f)e  id)  aber  auf  bie  ^ctradjtnngen  eingeljen  !ann,  tt>c(cf)c  gan3  bcfonbcrS 
burd)  ben  ^icr  gcfdjilberten  ^^f^i^"^  ^^^  X)inge  I}crt)orgerufen  n}erben,  ift 
eS  t)on  Sic!^ttgfeit,  einige  eigentI)UmIid)e  ^iige  be§  iSfladeufljftem^  fjevdor* 
ju^cben,  mie  baffelbe  in  biefem  ©ebiete  beftanb. 

ii5or  5lttem  bcwirften  bte  ^(bfunft  unb  ber  Si)arafter  ber  erftcn  5lnficblcr 
»on  !^oui[iana  unb  be§  unteren  iDtiffiffippi  eine  bebeutenbe  QJtobififation 
mandjer  ^iio,z  beg  ©f(aden[^ftem§.  ®ie[e  3lu[ieblcr  luaren  meiftcnS  fran* 
Sbfifdjer,  [panifdjer  ober  portngiefifc^er  Slbtunft  ober  Don  ber  fogcnannten 
iatctni[d)en  9iace,  unb  man  be^uptet,  ba§  9CI?cn[d)en  biefer  ^ace  gcgen  bie 
fdjivarjc  9^acc  !eine§n)eg«  bie  tiefgewur^clte  9Intipatf)ie  unb  (Mertng* 
fdjci^ung  tjcgen,  mld)C  man  im  Slttgemeinen  ben  9?acen  Don  ctiraS  iDci^crer 
^ant  5ufd)retbt. 

2Bie  bent  aber  and)  fein  mag,  unbejineifelbar  wa^r  ift  e§,  baf?  ^ier  eine 
Diet  allgcmeinere  90^i[d)nng  ber  fd)n.iar5en  unb  luei^en  9?acen  ftattfinbet,  aU 
irgenb  tt)o  anbers,  al§  felbft  in  ben  ©taaten,  luctdje  (SflaDenjudjt  trciben. 
5lUe§  jetgt,  ba^  in  biefer  ®egenb,  bcfonber^  in  ben  erften  >tagen  ber  5lns 
fieblung,  3tt)i[d)en  ben  beiben  9iacen  eine  gro^ere  gefetlfdjafttidje  ©Ieidjl)eit 
^err[d)te.  ®er  5)tegerrace  iDurbe  I)ier  nid)t  [o  Dottfommen  bie  3}iann()eit 
abge[|3rod)en,  trie  bie§,  al§  ©rnubtagc  be6  ®flaDen[l}ftemS,  auf  ben  3'n[e(n 
unb  ^itften  Don  ©iibcarolina  unb  ©eorgia  gcfd)at).  Dbg(eid)  bie  bent 
©f(aDen  aufgetegte  Irbeit  oft  grower  unb  ba§  Straffl^ftem  ebenfo  graufam 
irar,  fo  n?ar  boi^  beren  geino^nlic^er  unb  aKgemeiner  ^nftanb  beffer,  unb 
il)r  Seben^Der^ciltni^  ein  ^b^ereg.  T)a  ©ebrau^  Don  (^ami(icnnanten  wax 
i^nen  nid)t  fo  ftreng  Derboten ;  i()re  3So{)nungcn  glidjen  Dietme^r  beneu 
anberer  menfd)Iid)er  SBefcn.  ©eirotjnlid^  entl)ic(ten  if)rc  ^iittcn  nid)t  \vc> 
niger  a\Q  j\Dci  Stubcn,  mandjmat  Dier.  (S§  befanben  fic^  barin  ^ettfteKeu 
unb  iBettjeug  irgenb  einer  5lrt  unb  biefenigen,  ivetdje  fic^  a(6  Tlami  unb 
gran  betrad)tctcn,  fdjUefen  getrennt  Don  ben  UnDcrI)eiratl)eten ;  and)  fdjtie* 
fen  bie  fungen  Seute  Derfc^iebcnen  @efd)(e(^t§  in  befonberen  Otaumen ;  if)rc 
a)ca()tjeiten  nal)men  fie  nic^t  gewb^nltd)  an  ^•amilicntifdjcn,  aber  utan  oab 
i^nen  im  Slllgemeinen  I)inrei^enb  getodjtc  ^ationen,  midjc  fie  cffcn  fonn* 
ten,  iDie  fie  troUten ;  ha^  ^od^en  luurbe  fiir  bie  ganjc  2ln^af)(  burdj  regct* 


ma§ig  bamit  [leauftiagtc  5ltitl)cihin9en  beforgt.  UcbrigenS  iroren  nuf  ben 
^flonjuutjcn  15  bt§  18  iJIrbcitt^ftuuben  bcS  Xagcl  bie  9tcgel  imb  in  geunffen 
^'aljrc^S^citeii  wurbc  aud)  clu  bcbcutcuber  Z^di  bcr  92ad}t  bcr  5lrbeit  ge* 
totbmet.  Sie  51rbeit  begann  be^  2D?orgen§  jirifdjen  3  unb  4  lUir.  3:)er 
2(uf[cl)er  Tjatte  etuen  gcun[[cn  S3ctrag  Don  einer  gcgebencn  Slujaljt  oon  2Ir^ 
beitcrn  511  licfcnt,  imb  ade  inarcit  t)erpflid)tet,  i{)m  nicl)r  al^  bcm  §errn  311 
get)ord)en.  @ewol)nItdj  voax  bcrfclbe  oiel  graufamer,  al§  ber  .^err.  ©ut* 
Ijerjige  ®Kat)cnbe[i^cr  na^mcn  oft  graufame  2(uf[e^er. 

-3c^  lafi'e  mm  f)ter  iD^itt^ciUmgen  folgcn,  wddjt  mir  §err  -3.  •^.  O^ou- 
bane^  ooit  9kiD=OrIean«  madjte.  iDerfelbe  t[t  eiii  freicr  9)lutattc,  eiit 
Mami  t)on  befieutcnber  gcifttgcr  5-at)ig!eit  unb  grower  ^iebltdjfeit ;  er  ft)ar 
a(3  3n9cntcur  unb  3Jta[d)tncnarbeiter  auf  ciclen  'Jpflansungcn  be§  ©ebieteg 
ongcfteUt  gcmefen,  mit  bem  id)  mid)  ^ier  be[d)aftige.  9iicmanb  fann  bcffer 
q(§  cr  baS  '^cben  auf  ben  'ipffaujungen  fenncn  unb  fein  GinuioI)ncr  bicfer 
(StQbt  erfrent  fid)  in  ^cjug  auf  ilBa()rI)cit^Iicbc  unb  @cn)i[ienl)v:j'r:t,*cit  eineS 
beffercn  3iufe^.  (Sr  fagt  fcrncr,  ba^  man  auf  ciuigcu  ^^f(an3ungcn  hm 
graucu  cbenfo  f)arte  5Irbcit  auflcge,  aiQ  ben  ^Jtcinuern  unb  baj3  fie  in  man= 
cf)en  gdttcn  U)al)venb  ber  gaajeu  Sd)iiiangcrfd)aft,  fogar  bi§  jum  2{ugcnb(ic£ 
ber  9tiebcrfnnft,  an  berfcfben  gel)alten  iiiurbeu.  a}?and)mal  tturben  fie 
fd)on  eine  2Bod)e  nad)  ber  :)iieberhmft  auf  ba5  gelb  juritcfgefaubt,  geujotju- 
Itc^  rfbcr  gab  man  il)nen  ^u  i()rer  25?ieberI)erfte(Iung  cinen  DJtonat.  S!}Ziittcr 
burften  gen)b()nlid)  uidl)renb  brei  2)?ouaten  i^re  ^inbcr  tdglid)  breimal  eine 
I)atbe  iStunbe  tang  ftiUen. 

din  anberer  ^^US^/  ®i^-  ^-  S^.  ipt)be,  eiu  alter  Slr^t,  ber  met)r  at^  30 
^al)re  nuter  ben  '^'^ffanjern  Don  Storb-  unb  (gitbcaroliu.a  unb  in  bent 
9}tifliffi)Jpit()at  gelebt  unb  prafticirt  I)attc,  erfldrte  auf  bie  an  ilju  geftcEten 
gragen  :  „ba^  bie  (Sftadinnen  dom  Seginn  il)rer  @c^iuangcrfd)aft  bis  jur 
5Ricberfunft  arbeiten  muj^ten ;  e§  finb  mir  gdlle  Don  ©cburtcn  jiuifc^en 
ben  Sinien  ber  ®anumiolIenftrdud)e  befanut.  5)iefe  ©Matiiuuen  wurbeu 
ge^iuungen,  i^re  9ieil)e  bis  gum  Snbe  3U  bcf)ad"en  unb  eS  tourbe  iljuen  banu 
eine  ®tuubc  jur  (Sr()oIung  gegeben." 

,,5BieIe  '^ftanger  an  bem  9J?iffiffippi  U)i:nfd)eu  uid)t,  9^egcr!inbcr  5U  er= 
gie^en,  fie  fe^en  (ieber,  ba^  fie  fterben,  aU  ba^  fie  (eben,  fie  fatten  biefe(= 
ben  nic^t  fiir  eintrdglid)." 

Qn  ^ejug  auf  bie  ^eufd)l)eit  fagt  §err  S^oubanej :  „ba»on  lue'B  inan 
nic^tS  auf  ben  *i|3f(ansungcn.  33or  Slllem  t)atten  bie  Sluffc^er  aKe  J^elb^^ 
fKat)innen  gu  i^rer  23erfiigung,  unb  locigerte  fi(^  eine  berfelben,  fo  fanb  fic^ 
balb  eine  ®clegent)eit,  fie  ftrenge  gu  beftrafen."  ,,G§  ift  mir  bcfaunt/' 
fagt  ein  aubrer  juuerldffiger  ^tn%c,  „ba^  grauen  ^eftig  ge|3eitfd)t  luurben, 
tneit  fie  nic^t,  luie  i^nen  befo^Ien  n^ar,  jum  ^tuede  ber  ^roftitutiou  in  bie 
SSo^nung  beS  StuffeljerS  ober  be«  §errn  famen.    S)ie  alten  ^erren  \val)U 


ten  \id)  o,CiOo^ii[\<i)  bie  ^au^mcigbc  itnb  i^re  ©6f)ne  jogcn  ot^  Gonfubmen 
i^re  ipalbfdjiDeftern  Dor  ;  bic§  wav  bcr  altgcmeine  ©cbraud).  Man  no^m 
fie  getpoljnlic^  im  2(Iter  Don  13  bt^  14  3a()ren.  Qd)  f)abc  SO^abdjen  ge* 
fannt,  iDcWje  in  biefcm  SUtcr  SO^ittcr  iparcn,  bic§  gift  befonbcr^  Don  ben 
fran3b[ifd)en  Srcolen."  ,,®ie  bcljiinbeltcn/''  fagt  33r.  |)l)be,  „i^rc  ^1nber 
oI§  ©ftaDcn,  3ii(i)tigtert  fie  graufam  nub  Derfauften  fie,  um  fie  auS  i^ren 
$Iugen  jn  entfcrncn."  „T^cr  riicffidjtstofcfte  ©cfdjled)t§Dcr!eI)r/'  fo  fci^rt 
^evr  9^oubane3  fort,  „n3ar  fo  allgemein,  baj3  man  faft  fcin  feufd)e§  far* 
bigeS  SPfJabt^en  Don  fieben5cf)n  ^'^^^c"  !aunte.  !5)ie  ®eiDoI)nI)eit  ber 
^flanjer,  -Scifdjtaf  mit  i^rcn  @f(aDinnen  ju  itben,  mar  eine  Ouellc  grower 
geiben  fiir  biefe.  ©efjr  oft  Dermod)te  e§  bie  ctfcrfitdjtige  (5I)cfran,  ha^  bie 
©ftaDinnen  auf  falfd)e  Stnffagen  gepcitfdjt  ober  in  anberer  SS^cife  bcftraft 
hjurbcn,  unb  oft  lie^en  fie  bicfelben,  ftia^renb  ber  5IbiDcfen^eit  i^rer  WdW' 
ner,  Dor  i^ren  3Ingen  beftrafen.  T)k  2;orturcn,  melc^en  oft  bicfc  Ijiiflofcn 
gaDoritiunen  ber  S^emcinncr  Don  ben  iDiit^enben  (St)efranen  imteriDorfen 
tourben,  um  fie  fiir  bie  QJiauuer  incniger  rei^cub  gu  mad)en,  itberfteigen  alle 
53efd)reibung.  ©ie  JJ^atfadje  be§  f^ranfeulofeu  ®efd)Iedjt§DerfeI)r§  irar 
foiDo{)(  t)cn  (5(tern  irie  ben  f  inbern  befannt.  5tuc^  waren  bie  ©trafeu 
l^ier  ui^t  iueniger  ^art,  aU  in  ben  anbcrn  2:^ei(en  ber  ©flaDenrcgion. 
^ier  iDie  iiberatl  bebieute  man  fid)  folgenber  ^ii^jtignng^mctfjoben  :  ^^rit* 
getn  mit  ber  Sdjaufcl,  jerfleifdjen  mit  einer  ani  Oi^feufiaut  geffoc^tencu 
ober  au§  mit  ^noteu  Derfe'^cucm  ©tride  gemad)tcn  ^eitfdje ;  STortur  Dcr:= 
mittelft  eineS  fdjlDcrcn,  mit  Gifeufpit^en  Derfe^enen  §at^banbe3  nub  fd}Uicrer 
eiferner  9^ing€,  nn  beuen  eine  ^ette  l)ing,  unb  iDeldje  monatclaug  an 
ben  ^u^getcnfen  gctragen  iDerben  muj^ten ;  bie  @trafe  bc^  Stocfe^  mit 
(Siufperrnug  in  ben  bunfcin  ^dkn  bcr  '^(autagengcfanguiffe  oft  oI)uc  ^7ial)=^ 
rung,  unb  ba§  -^agcn  ber  (S!(aDen  mit  Slnt^uuben.  „(5inige  SBci^c/' 
fagt  §crr  9^oubane^,  „mad}ten  au§  ber  ©ftaoenjagb  mit  -^Stutfjunben  eiueu 
regelma^igen  ©efdjciftsbcruf/' 

©eunod)  gab  e§  tro^  %[ikm  bem  unter  bicfcu  ?euten  cine  3Irt  Don  mcufd)^ 
tidjem  Ccben,  allcrbiugS  Doll  ber  nncrljbrtcn  SOZitljfeUgfciten  nub  ber  fdjrcd* 
Iid)ften  Qualen,  abcr  felbft  in  biefcr  Gruiebrigung  fam  e«  nod;  hti  iDcitcm 
nidjt  bem  (SflaDcnlcben  auf  ben  ^itften  Don  (Sitbcarolina  na^c. 

Stumer  ben  bereit§  enDa{)nten  33cr^attnif[cu  gab  e§  nod)  anbere  biefcm 
8anbe^tt)ci(e  ganj  bcfonber§  eigent{)UmIid)C,  toclrljc  \)a§  Sirfeu  bc§  SflaDen:' 
f^ftemS  fonjo^I,  aU  ben  G^araftcr  bcr  ©![aDeubeDbIfernug  beciufluf^teu. 
®er  3itcEcrban,  ber,  mie  n)ir  gefcl)cn  Ijabeu,  ju  gcluiffcn  3'al)re§3citeu  bie 
anftrengeubfte  5(rbcit  ui^t^ig  mai^t,  Dcrtangt  au(^  jn  fciuem  erfotgrcid)cu  Se* 
triebc  einen  getDiffeu  @rab  Don  Urt()eit«Dermbgen  unb  ©efd)idlid)fcit  bet 
benen,  xodd^t  in  bcmfctben  befdjciftigt  finb.  3luf  jebcr  ^"cfcrplantage 
mu|te  cin  2;^eil  bcr  Scute  au§  9}?afd;incnarbciteru  unb  ^anbiiicrfern  be* 


flel)cn.  !iDa§  Ijatte  jur  gofge,  \)a^  auf  btefen  ^(antagen  fx^  eine  aOge* 
mchte,  I)bt)ere  -SnteUtgcnj  cutiutcfcltc.  „^m  StllQcmctncn/'  fagt  §err 
9ioubane3,  „  gab  c^  auf  jebcr  ^^lantage  iDcnigftcnS  einen  2)cann,  ber  in  irgenb 
einer  Seifc  ttwa^  k\m  gclcriit  t)atte  unb  ber  tro^  bcr  tm  giitbedungSfaKc 
ftet^  angeipanbteu  ftrcngen  ©trafcn,  im  ®cf)etmen  ben  Slnberu  dortaS.  2lm 
Xage  nac^  ber  9tad}rid)t  oon  ber  §inric^tung  -3o{)n  53ron3n'S  begab  ic^  mi^ 
t)on  9ceiu=Ortean§  nad)  einer  75  a)?eiten  t)o^er  am  g-Utffc  gelegenen  ^lan* 
tage.  ^nr^  nac^  meiner  Stnfnuft  bafelbft  gab  mir  ein  ©flaoe  eine  an§[uf)r* 
lidje  (SrsciljUmg  biefer  ^inrid)tnng.  2(m  SJtorgen  bic[e«  STageS  ^atte  ein 
©f(alie  in  bent  3»tfei'^aiifc  won  feinem  ^errn  ein  @tiid  "ipapier  ocrlangt, 
urn  eincn  Xl]di  ber  ID^affijine  absnmifdjen.  ©ie[cr  gab  i()m  eine  3^itnng, 
h)ot)on  ber[e(be  ben  gro^ten  2:t)ei(  anfbc\ual)rte  unb  nad)I)cr  im  ©e^eimen 
ber  gan5en  a)Zann[djaft  Dor(a§.  e«  luar  ber  ^cric^t  con  ber  ^inridjtung 
3o{)n  ^roiBnS." 

9iod)  eine  anbere  2:r)at[adje  madjte  if)ren  Ginfln^  gcltcnb.  ®ie  3n(!er= 
^lantagen  bc§  atiiffii'fippitfjateS  ticgcn  nieiftcn§  gegcn  ben  g-(u^  I)in  obcr  on  ^ 
cincm  ^aljon,  bcr  luenigftenS  fiir  f(ad)e  33oote  faf)rbar  ift,  mtb  ritcfwart^S 
ftof^en  fie  an  enblofe  CSljprcffenfihnpfe.  ©iefe  Sltmpfc  iijurbcn  ^nflnc^tg* 
ortc  fiir  jum  Steuj^erften  getricbcne  i2f(al3cn  ;  ber  3"9^"9  5"  bcnfelbcn  ift 
fclbft  fiir  ben  Sefit^er  i3on  il^nttjunben  fel)r  fc^mierig.  (£§  gibt  i^eifpicle 
gcnng  non  Sflanen,  lueidjc  ^at)re  (ang  lebten  in  ben  @d)Inpfnnnfc(n  biefer 
bidjt  benia(betenSitnipfc,mitl)o()en  (il)preffen  unb  33aumn3oIIl)oi3^ii3anmen, 
t)on  bcrcn  Sleften  haQ  langc  grane  2}too^,  g(eid)  eincm  'Sdjleicr  fie  uml)ii(* 
Icnb,  f)erabl)angt.  !©icfe  bidjt  gcmifdjt  mit  Unter^ots  ijon  53rombeerge^ 
ftraudj  biibcn  ein  faft  nnjugangiidjed  ©ebitfd).  a3Mnd)ma(  Icbten  ba  bie 
pdjtigen  SfiaDen  ailein,  mandjmal  in  gri)Beren  ober  fieineren  iBanben,  oft 
ang  30,  fa  60  ^]3erfonen  befte()enb,  WeldjC  fid)  auf  irgenb  einer  fleineren 
3nfel  oon  feftcrem  ®oben  eine  So^nnng  erridjteten,  Don  mo  an^  fie  be§ 
9ladjt§  auf  gei)eimen  ^^faben  mit  ii)ren  f  ameraben  auf  ben  ^lantagen  der» 
!ef)rten.  Sic  lebten  Don  ben  SdjWeinen,  3:rnt^at)nen  unb  §iif)ncrn,  iuetc^e 
fie  entaicnbeten  ;  mandjmot  jogen  fie  mit  einer  „SdjIinge"  ein  Sdjaaf  ober 
eincn  Deafen  beg  §errn  in  il)rcn  (Sc^lu|3fii»in!e{,  fdjiadjteten  fie  unb  tanfc^« 
ten  mit  i^ren  ^Teunben  bcr  'ipiautagc  gegcn  Stiide  berfetbcn  9Jtai§=S0k^( 
ein.  Ql)vt  gro^ten  ^yeinbe  in  bicfen  ©iimpfcn  iDarcn  bic  2)Zog!itog.  ^ein 
lebenbeg  3Befen  fann  in  ber  9kc^t  beren  ®ti(^  ertragen.  S5iel),  ba§  im 
greien  bleibt,  iuirb  oft  toon  i()nen  getobtet.  3cbe  9?ad)t  mu^tcn  bie  glii^t* 
linge  ein  bampfenbeg  ge^er  oon  Sljpreffcnjlucigen  unterf)alten,  bcren  9iau^ 
ba§  einjige  SSertfjeibigungSmittcI  gegcn  biefeS  oer^§te  ^nfe!t  ift. 

SDhn^e  nnmbertioHe  3>orfdHc  unb  ^^eifpiele  erjcititt  man  fid)  t)on  bicfen 
a}affiffi|3pi-a}tannern.  ^err  SUtfrcb  5<erni§,  oon  9teiu^Or(can8,  DJiitglieb 
be§  @i*ecutid*Sommite§  „ber  greiftaat*23erbinbnng/'  ber,  obgleidj  oft  son 
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ben  53Iut^mibcn  gcfogt,  brei  Sat)xz  auf  bcm  ©ipfet  cinc§  gro^en  (5^^n-effen« 
6auinc§  gctebt  I)atte.  .^cvr  ^crui^  er^atjlte  a\i6)  eiii  ©ei[))ie(  cineS  uieni* 
ger  gliicfUcIjcn  5'Uirf)tIing^^,  bem  fitr  cinen  i^-(urf)tocr[urf)  ber  $)iu(fen  mit  ber 
ait§  troifcncr  Ddjfcn^aiit  gef(ocf)tcneu*i)?eiti'd)escrf(ci[cljtiDuvbe  imb  bcuitmn 
barnuf  niit  bem  (Sefidjtc  gcgcn  cinen  SBamn  anbanb  nnb  [o  bic  ganjc  9carf)t 
l^angeu  Itc|3,  nm  oon  ben  2}io§fito§  ju  2:obe  gebij'fen  ju  ipcrben.  3lni 
9}corgcn  fauben  iljn  einige  fcincr  9}iit[f(at)cn  tobt  iinb  t)on  bIntgcfiUltcn 
2J?ot^ftto§  bcbecft. 

Octaoe  Ootjufton,  fct^t  Gorporat  in  ber  dompagiue  C  beS  15.  9;cgi^ 
mcnt§  in  bem  „(iovp§  b'Stfrique/'  f}atte,  ir>ie  er.fclbftcincm  9Jtitgliebc  ber 
Gomuiiffion  crjilljlte,  mit  jcincv  ^anbe  Don  30  ^nbi^ibnen  (10  2i?ciber 
imb  20  ^Planner)  adjtjcljn  SlJtonate  in  ben  ©itnipfcn  Hon  3m»i^^  ^^ari[l) 
gclcbt.  (Scin  §crr,  @.  GantrcK,  jel^t  fclbft  ein  B'lii^jtting  in  ben  (Siimpfen 
be3  ©itbenS,  Ijattc  i^n  fitr  einen  I)oI)cn  ^^rei§  gefanft  nnb  il)n  anf  bie 
^(antage  gcbradjt,  urn  ^itcfcrfiifjcr  jn  niadjen  ;  bcnn  C^ctaDe  mar  ein 
^ottdjer.  Gtnc§  9Korgen^3  bei  anbredjenbem  Stage  fanb  man  Octaoe  an 
feincr  2{r6eitSbani  einge[djlafen.  S!}ie  i^m  jngeluiefene  5(rbeit  ni)tl)igte  il}n, 
friil)  an'§  2."Ber!  jn  getjcn.  (5r  inar  in  ber  erften  iDiorgenftnnbe  nnfgeftan* 
ben  unb  Ijatte  fid)  an  feinen  Strbeit^pla^  bcgcben ;  ba  fel5te  er  fidj  anf  feine 
iSonf,  urn  3U  iDartcn,  bt§  e§  l^ell  gcnng  3nm5(rbeiten  fei.  „3dj  t)crmntl)c/' 
fagte  er,  „ba^  id)  eingefdjiafen  fcin  mu^  ;"  benn  aid  id)  luieber  Oelun^t 
tnnrbe,  fanb  id)  mid)  betilubt  anf  bem  •33oben  liegen,  nnb  iDcaffa  ftanb  mit 
einem  bicfen  (Stoc!  in  ber  ^onb  liber  mir."  ^wci  ftarfe  c2!(at)en  crf)ielten 
ben  33cfel)(,  Dctaue  in  ha^  ^eitfd)f)an§  jn  bringen  unb  il)m  fiinfjig  ipiebe 
in  gcben. 

Gd  ift  notI){g  ju  tuiffen,  ba^  in  bem  gan^cn  Sflabcngcbtete  bag  '51?eitfd)en 
bnrd)and  nid)t  ba§  ift,  wai  man  barnntcr  an  anbercn  Orten  iierftcl)t ;  e§ 
ift  nid)t  bie  Strafe,  bic  man  mand)mat  im  9iorben  gegen  nngcl)Drfamc 
(2d)uljitngcn  antDcnbet.  Qn  ben  (Stlotienftaaten  f)at  man  baffclbe  ju  einer 
9lrt  ancrfannter  f  unft  an^gebitbet.  !4^ie  S3orgi1ngc  biefer  Strafe  get)t)ren 
gu  ben  I)cruortrctenbften  3cicl)cn  ber  SflaDcrci^Giuilifation,  gan^  inic  (Sar= 
Il)te  fagt,  ba§  e§  ber  ®algen  friil)er  in  (Sngtanb  geuicfeu  fei.  (S§  gab 
erftcnS  ^^citfd)cn  t)crfd)icbcner  5lrt,  bered)nct  fitr  bie  Sirfitng,  Uic(d)e  fie 
I)ert)orbrin9cn.  Gd  gab  alfo  bic  ^^eitfd)e  auij  cincm  in  ^noteu  gcfd)(nngc* 
lien  ^anffcite  gcntad)t ;  baitn  bic  audgcbrel)tc  trorfcnc  Cd)fenl)ant ;  ferner 
bie  SBaocn=9iicmcn=^citfd)c,  unb  bic  (2d)aufcl.  „9.1(and)mat,"  fagt  ®r. 
f)^bc,  „bebicnte  man  fid)  f(ad)cr  ^anbfagen  aid  *^^eitfd)en."  S^ann  and) 
luurbcn  bic  ju  ^^cftrafcnben  in  Lierfd)icbencr  S^Vife  unb  an  Dcrfdjicbenen 
(gtelten  natft  aitdgcfteUt.  9[}cand)ma(  cutflcibetc  man  ta^  (Sd)lad)topfcr 
t)ou  ^opf  bis  3U  ben  gi'tBen,  (cgtc  ed,  bad©efid)t  nad)  unten,  anf  einen 
ftarfen  53alten,  ber  anf  jiDcdmii^ig  t)of)cn  gii^en  ftanb ;  bic  ipilube  UKb 


t^ii^e  njurben  bann  mxt  ©trtcfen  auf  bctben  ©eiten  on  feftftccfenbe  ^foftcn 
gebunben.  0^  bte[cr  Cage  luurbe  bonn  ein«  obcr  ba§  anberc  ber  oben 
genonntcn  (Strofiuftrumente  nad)  bem  ©utbiinfen  bc§  §errn  ongeiDanbt. 
^eab ftdjttgte  berfelbe,  beii  Sflatien  [pcitcr  su  derfaufen,  fo  gebraucf)te  man 
gett)of)nUd}  bie  (gc^oufcl.  !Die[e  beftanb  au«  cinem  brciten  Stiicfe  bicfcn 
(Sot)Ueberei,  14  bi?  16  3°^^  fti"9  unb  an  einen  paffcnbeu  tjol^ernen  SticI 
gcnage(t.  Siefe  jcrquetfc^tc  luir  ba§  %k\\d),  o^nc  bie  §aut  31:  bredjen, 
unb  nad)  einigen  ©odjen  ober  9J?onaten  [tub  alle  Spureu  ber  3»<i)tigung 
Derfc^iDunben  unb  in  bem  fiinftigen  5lanfer  fonncn  !etne  ^m'x^ti  itber  bie 
{^olgfamfeit  beS  SffaDcn  enucdt  mcrben.  ®ie  9(nirenbung  atler  anberen 
©trafinftruinente  bagegen  scrreip  ha^  S'^cifd)  bi^  ju  ciner  bcbeutenben 
2:icfe  nnb  la^t  fiir  inimer  unge^cuer  bide  (£(^rammen  juritd.  Dft  ftiaren 
3toei  SL'tanner  niit  ber  3itd}tigung  bcouftragt ;  ba  ber  erftc  5U  miibe  iDurbe, 
urn  bie  (£d)tagc  [0  frciftig  ju  geben,  ba^  fie  ba§  !riti[dje  9(uge  bed  ju^ 
fdiauenben  |)errn  ober  5Iuf[eI)er§  befriebigten,  [0  mu^te  er  abgelo[t  irerben, 
bi§  bie  tierlongte  5ln3a^(  uon  ^ieben  gegeben  mar.  !Dann  banb  man  bie 
Slrme  be§  Scftraftcn  loS  unb  go^  itber  feinen  9?udcn  einen  ^nber  alter 
Deafen-  ober  (gc^iDcingtafe.  SSar  ber  Ungtlidlidje  in  D^nmac^t  gefallen, 
[0  ermedte  i^n  bicfcS  nnb  ftiflte  [ein  :53Iuten.  S^ann  irurbe  er  freigcla[feu 
unb  fonnte  [ein  3:ageiner!auf  bem  ^auunuollenfclbe  h)[eber  beginnen. 

©tefe  Operation  er^ielt  aj^annigfattigfeit  burd)  bie  berfdjiebene  gage,  in 
n)ctd)e  man  bie  Sdjlac^topfer  bradjte.  2)tanc^mal  iDurben  biefetben,  irie  fo* 
eben  ge[agt,  nadt  an  einen  53aum  ober  anf  einen  53a{fen  gebunben.  Oft 
auc^  tourben  fie  —  befonberS  2Beiber  in  i)of)er  6d)n3angerfd)aft  —  nadt 
auf  ben  ^obcn  getegt,  ba§  ©efidjt  nad)  unten  gefe^rt,  bie  3trme  unb  ®eine 
Quggeftredt  nub  an  ^^foften  gebunben.  „(5in  Codj/'  fagt  ber  3euge,  ^tunrbc 
gegraben,  gro^  genug,  um  ben  fdjumrjen  2eib  anfjunetjuten ;"  bann  murbe 
bie  ge!notete  ober  gebre^te  ©ei^ef,  ber  SCSagenriemen  ober  bie  ©c^aufel* 
peitfdje  angeU)anbt.  „3n  einigen  ©emeinben/'  fagt  |)err  3evni§,  ,4)at 
man  2)iietf)peitf  c^er." 

©oldjer  9^atur  ujaren  bie  SUtfmunterungen  ju  (ebendtangtidjer  3(rbeit, 
bargeboten  Don  einem  ©Ijfteme,  ba§  ber  ©ifdjof  §o|.i!in8  unb  ^rofeffor 
©.  g.  i8.  9}?orfe  cine  QottMjt  Stnorbuung  neunen.  Wt  befonberem  (5r* 
ftaunen  tefen  mir  in  ber  53ibel  oon  einem  a}2cnfd)enftamme,  tpetdjer  an  bie 
©ottlidjfeit  beg  DJIotodj*  gtaubtc.  3^ie  ^rilfuugen,  iDeldje  bie  S3erel)rung 
beffefben  ben  ®(dnbigen  auftegte,  oerurfac^en  un§  (2d}aubern.  O^ne 
^meifel  u?ar  biefer  @otte§bienft  bad  erjengni^  eine§  berberbten,  entiuiir. 
bigten  aTtcufdjeugeifted.  3^ie  Sonne  ber  gi)ttlid)en  2Ba{)r^eit  tear  nod) 
nid)t  in  biefem  primitioen  ^eitolter  aufgegaugen  ;  jet^t  aber  tebcn  irir  in 
ber  ajjitte  bed  neunseljuten  d)riftad)en  3a^r^unbertd.    SSad  fotf  man  mm 
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»on  ben  SScrefjrern  einer  ®ottI)cit  fagen,  btc  trcttmonftritofer  unb  grau* 
fomcr  \\t,  al§  ber  alte  @ott  ber  Slinmonitcn? 

®abei  bebeufc  man  aber  iDot)!,  ba^  id)  ^ier  nurba6^ett[c^en,bie 
geirb!)nlicl)e  ©tvofort,  unb  feine^mcgeS  etn)a§  UngeuibtjnltdEjeg  ober  2(u^er* 
orbentlti^eS  befdjrieben  fjabe.  S)ie[em  @d}aufpie(e  ntotjnten  UbrigenS  nid)t 
bIo§  bie  alten  ^erren  unb  Sluffe^er,  [onbern  and;  bie  ®oI)ne  unb  graucr 
ber  (Srfteren  bet. 

Slber  fef)ren  wir  ju  Octaoc  juritc!.  ®er[elbe  [ogtc :  „3(^  war  nie  ge« 
:peitf^t  n)orben,  aber  ^attt  bk  (Sc^Icige  unb  bag  ©to^nen  ber  ©e^udjtigten 
gef)brt  unb  h^ar  ent[d)to[fen,  in  ben  @umpf  gu  laufen,  ber  etuja  eine  Tldk 
Winter  bem  3»tfei"^aufe  lag."  2t(§  fd^neller  Caufer  entging  er  [eincn  ^tv^ 
fotgern,  erreti^te  ben  ©unipf  unb  ftiirstc  fid)  in  ba§  ©ididjt.  dlad)  einigen 
STagen  fanb  er  bie  f^UidjtlingSbanbe,  mit  ber  er  bann  lebte.  9tatiirli(^ 
I)atte  fein  ^err  nic^t  Cuft,  einen  [o  irert^doUen  ©flaoen  gu  tterlieren.  (Sr 
lie^  al\o  einen  berUt)mten,  profeffionellen  ©flaoenjager,  9iamen§  (gugene 
5=arbeau,  fommen,  ben  er  mit  [einer  Mtuk  toon  20  §unben  mietf)ete,  um 
ben  g{iid)tling  tobt  ober  tebenbig  juritdsubringen. 

Octatoe'S  greunbe  auf  ber  ^lantage  fjattcn  i^m  unb  [einen  ©efa^rten 
geitig  ^nnbe  batoon  gegeben,  unb  fie  mad)ten  augenblidtid)  SSorbereitungcn 
fitr  ben  ^ampf. 

3ttoei  ober  brei  berfelben  fii'^rten  auf  toeitem  Umtcege  bie  Setber  on 
einen  l^b^eren  Drt,  famen  bann  auf  berfelben  gdl^rte  guriicE  ju  bem  ^fabe, 
ber  ju  i^rem  frlt^eren  ©d)lupfn)infel  fiil)rte,  nadjbem  fie  forgfaltig  it)re 
gii^e  mit  ^anind)enfU^en  eingerieben  fatten,  mal)renb  fie  biefe  Zi)kvc  felbft 
jointer  fid}  l^er  jogcn,  um  bie  ©plirljunbe  irre  ju  fit^ren ;  bann  erraarteten 
fie,  mit  teuten  bewaffnet,  ben  5(ngriff.  ®en  ganjen  STag  ftanben  fie  3u== 
fammen  unb  fiimpften  gegen  bie  |)unbe,  inbent  fie  tangfam  ftet«  tiefer  in 
ben  ©umpf  fid)  juriidjogen.  (g«  gelang  i^neu,  adjt  §unbc  gu  tbbten. 
©egen  (Sonnenuntergang  fingen  fie  an,  erfdjijpft  ju  fein ;  if)re  Slrme  unb 
^eine  itoaren  toon  ben  ^fi^^cn  ber  |)unbc  3erfleifd)t,  unb  fie  ^tten  toiel^tut 
toertoren.  'La  \)k^  e§  nun,  gerftreut  (Sud),  (auft.  "  Sauve  qui  peut." 
Dctatoe  mit  toier  ober  funf  ©efdljrten  eitte  nad)  einem  riicfmdrt^  tiegenben 
^aijou.  5IRit  ber  (2d)neUigfeit  toon  aJJenfdjcn,  bie  fitr  bie  (Srljaltung  beg 
8eben§  taufen,  erreid)ten  fie  bag  Ufer,  aber  um  ju  entbed en,  ba^  ba^  feic^te 
Staffer  tool!  irar  toon  biden  Surjeln,  gefallenen  ^dumen  unb  StligatorS. 
©te^en  bleiben  fonnteu  fie  nidjt,  —  fie  fprangen  alfo  in  ba«  Saffer  unb 
begannen  fic^  burd)suarbciten.  ®ie  ipunbe  folgten,  unb  bie  2Uigatorg, 
oI)ne  bie  S^ieger  anjurill)ren,  griffen  mit  grower  Sutt)  bie  §unbe  an  unb 
tbbteten  fed)«  berfelben. 

2tlg  |)crr  Oo'^^ctt"  l)erbeifam  unb  bie  Cage  ber  S)ingc  fot),  ricf  er  bie 
^unbe,  bie  uo^  toon  feiner  Tliutt  iibrig  »aren,  jurild.    Otatoe  unb  feiuc 


©efa^rten  cntfamcu  ;  feincr  tDitrbe  getobtet  obcr  gefangeit.  2)tan  fragte 
t^n,  wk  cr  ben  Umftanb  crKare,  ha^  bte  SUigatorett  nic^t  einmal  oerfucljtcn, 
i^n  itnb  [cine  ©efdfjrteu  au^ugveifen,  fonbern  mit  foldjcm  ^ei^ljunger  auf 
ilk  ^itnbc  fid)  ftiirjten.  Sr  antn)ortcte :  „2BetB  nidjt,  SJlafja;  ©inige 
fagtcii,  fie  glaubten,  e§  fci  ©ott  geiuefeu ;  abcr  id)  glaube,  fie  fatten  ^imbe- 
fletfd)  licber,  aU  a)Zenfd)enfIeifd)." 

Sinige  9J?onate  nad)  bicfer  @dj(ad)t  mit  ben  •53Iutf)imben  in  ben  (5ilm)3fen 
t)on  ®t.  ^ame§  'iparifl)  fanb  eine  anbere  (Sdjiadjt  ftatt ;  ha^  9^efnltat  ber* 
felben  war  Uc  (Sinnaljme  Don  9len)=DrIeanS  bnxd)  ©cnerat  Sutler.  9tun 
tear  bie  JHei^e  3U  f(ie{)en  an  §errn  (Sautretl. 

Dctauc  unb  feine  @efdl)rten  er^ielten  ^unbe  t)on  it)ren  greunben ;  fie 
t)crtie^en  ben  ©nmpf,  begaben  fid)  in  ba6  Sager  'parapet,  rto  bnmals  ©e* 
nerat  "ipfietps  !ommanbirte,  unb  liefertcn  fic^  bemfelben  au§.  S)ie  meiften 
berfclbcu  tratcn  in  ba§  f)eer. 

(greigniffe  biefer  2(rt  iDoren  nidjt  fettcn.  ®ie  ©ijmpfe  iuaren  nie  o^ne 
9^eger.  (Sie  bilbeten  eine  2(rt  Don  2lfl)(,  nnb  bicfer  Umftanb  t)erfcl)(te  nidjt, 
feine  S5?irfnng  auf  ben  Sljarafter  be§  ^tegcrS  unb  auf  bie  praj;i§  bcS  @f(as 
oenftjftems  ju  au^ern.  Q\n  3^urdjfd]nitt  gemanu  bcr  D^eger  met)r  (£e[bft= 
Dertraucn,  ber  iperr  aber  wurbe  i3orfid}tiger  ;  oft  iranbte  er  unmenfdjtidje 
SSorfidjtSma^regeln  an,  mie  3.  iS.  ba§  Sranbmarfen,  ha&  Sluffdjli^en  unb 
©tu^en  ber  Ot)ren,  haQ  5(n(egen  bcS  f.  g.  ^Siirger^",  b.  f).  eineS  eifernen, 
mit  ©pitmen  oerfc^enen  .^atsbanbeg. 

@in  anbcrer  Umftanb  nod)  t)at  gro^en  @inf(u^  folrol^I  auf  ba§,  ©HaDen* 
ft)fteui  in  ber  t)on  ber  Gommiffion  nuterfud)ten  ^legion,  at§  ani^  auf  ben 
(5^ara!ter  be§  ©f(at)en.  ®a§  untere  S0ciffiffippi=3:f)at  ent^iclt  feit  bem 
53eginne  ber  Stnfieblung  eine  unt)erf)d(tni§ma^ige  3a^h-eid)e  freie  farbige 
SeDolfernng.  2lt§  im  3a{)re  1803  ba§  2:erritorinm,  don  bem  Souifiana 
ein  5;^eil  iDar,  tion  ber  franjofifc^eu  9?epnbli!  an  hk  SSereinigten  ©taaten 
obgetreten  irurbe,  iDaren  biefe  freien  garbigen  f(^on  fe^r  3aI)Ireid)  nub  t)icle 
berfetben  ^efit^er  betrad)tlid)eu  (5-igent()um§,  ®ie  iraren  uid)t  nur  cben  fo 
frei  U)ie  bie  anberen  2:l)ei(e  bcr  ^eootfcrnng,  fonbern  im  3(llgemeincn  au(^ 
eben  fo  gut  unterric^tet  unb  ebeit  fo  intefligent.  S3ie(e  berfetben  toaren  9lb* 
fommtinge  ber  erften  inei^en  5Inficb{er  unb  flatten  ftets  eine  gen}iffc  fociale, 
\vk  and)  biirgertidje  ®Ieid)l)eit  genoffen.  Unter  bem  alten  fpanifd)en  unb 
franjofif^en  9aegime  fatten  aber  ireber  tk  ujeif^en,  noc^  bie  fd^U)ar3en  Stn* 
fiebler  je  Diet  (Srfafirung  in  ber  3lu§itbung  potitif^er  9?ed)te ;  mon  t)atte  \id} 
bal)er  nie  Diet  mit  ber  grage  bcfa^t,  mm  biefe  9ted)te  3uftiinben.  S)ie 
fran3ofifd)e  JRepublif,  beren  ©rnublage  „grei^eit,  ®Icid)^eit,  iSritbertic^* 
!eit"  mar,  l^atte  nod)  nid)t  gan3  bie  53ebentuug  biefer  3Borte  oergeffen,  unb 
tie§  ba^cr  in  bem  2lbtretung«Dertrag  bie  feierlic^e  ^eftimmuug  aufucl)men, 
njeldjc  alfo  tautet : 
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51  r  t.  3.  T)k  ^cttio^ner  beS  abgetretenen  S^erritoriuntS  fotfen  in  bit 
Union  btr  S^crcinigtcn  (gtaatcnonfgenonnncn  nnb  [obatb  aU  nibglid)  ben 
^rinciptcn  ber  53unbe§ticrfa[i'nng  gcmn^  jngclaffcn  tpcrbcnjnm  ©enu^atkr 
9icrf)tc,  33ort^ciIc  nnb  5-rct()eitcn  bcr  ^iirger  bcr  iBcreinigten  ©taaten  ; 
nnterbci'fcn  foUen  fie  in  bcm  frcien  ©ennp il)rer  greiljeit,  iljred  (5igen* 
t^mn^  nnb  il)ver  Sieligion  crtjolten  nnb  befdjii^t  n^crbcn." 

Qn  ®cmnf3l)cit  bicfc^  5(rtife(^  bc5  2?ertragc^  l?on  1803  ()nben  bie  freien 
^arbigcn  [tetd  bcljanptet  nnb  Dertangen  nnn,  ba^  bie  $)icgicrnng  ber  ^CV' 
einigten  ©taaten  fcicrlid)  berpflidjtet  fei,  it)nen  „QUe  dkii)k,  SSort^eile  nnb 
^rei{)citcn"  jn  [idjcrn,  mldjz  irgenb  anbercn  iBcluotjncvn  beS  abgetretenen 
2;^erritorinnt^  gnftcljcn,  lueldje  9;cgiernnge.form  benfclben  ondj  nadjtrcigtid} 
onjnnefjmen  ertaubt  irorben  fei,  nnb  ha^  bemnad)  bie  $Kegiernng  ber  S3er= 
einigten  Staatcn,  inbem  fie  ben  luei^cn  53ciriol)nern  biefe§  STerritorinmS 
ertanbtc,  baffetbe  jn  eincni  SitaDcnftoate  ^n  ntadjcn  mitCSonftitntioncn  nnb 
©cfe^en,  lueldie  fie  alter  potitifdjen  nnb  mandjer  biirgertidjen  9ied)te  nnb 
grci()citen  beranbtc,  ha^  53cgcl)en  einc§  gro^cn  Unredjt^  nidjt  nnr  geg'^u  fie 
felbft,  fonbcrn  gcgen  bie  $)icbtid)f'cit  nnb  bie  GI)re  bc^  gefammten  Golfed 
ber  i^ereinigten  <Staaten  erianbtc. 

(5§  ift  fdjtrer  ju  finben,  mie  ber  ?^all,  ben  fie  tiorbringen,  fetbft  anf  ben 
^ndjftaben  beS  i^crtragg  t)in  erfolgreid)  luibertegt  luerben  fonntc,  Unb 
nod}  fd)\nerer  ift  eS  einjnfctjen,  mic  bcr  Umftanb,  ba^  fie  nia!)renb  fcdjjig 
3ai)ren  nntcr  cinem  gro^^cn  Unredjt  littcn,  iet^t  al^  ein  @rnnb  angcfiiljrt 
luerben  fonntc,  i{)ncn  bie  51b()itlfe  bcffelbcn  ^n  Dcnyeigcrn.  Uebrigen^  fann 
man  ict^^t  nii^t  Icngncn,  baJ5  bie  frcicfarbige  ^^eoblfcrung  in  iijrcr  ©cfammt* 
Ijeit  fo  UioI)I  er^ogcn,  fo  intelligent,  orbnnng^licbcnb  nnb  arbcitfam  ift,  aU 
irgenb  ein  glcidj  jaljtrcidjcr  !II)cit  ber  ©efonnntbcDotfernng  beci  StaatcS  ; 
im  S^urdjfdjnitt  ift  bicfctbe  fo  reic^  aU  bie  53ct)btferung  ber  freien  ^Staaten 
unb  bci  meitem  loljalcr,  alQ  il)re  mei^cn  DJZitbiirger.  S^en  •53cn:)ci^  t)on  bem 
Cet|tcrn  tjcttte  man  im  Dcrgangenen  Sommer,  al^  ber  @ont)ernenr(2Ije|.iIet) 
greiniillige  jnr  i^ertl)eibignng  toon  SJero-CrlcanS  gcgen  einen  brotjcnbcn 
Stngriff  bc§  9JcbeUcnt)eere§  nnter  9J?acgrnber  Dcrlongte,  mdljrcnb  bie  lucij^cn 
GiniPoI)ner,  fclbft  diete  Don  ben  9xegiernngsbeamten,  jijgertcn  nnb  fid)  inei* 
gerten,  cingcmnftert  jn  inerben,  inaren  adjt  nnb  oier^ig  (Stnnben  wad)  bcm 
Sinfrnfc  an  bie  freien  garbigcn,  mcljr  aid  Ijnnbert,  beren  I'iiben  nnb  &C' 
fd)aft§tocaIe  gcfdjtoffen,  unb  ein  ganged  9?egiment  wax  organifirt  unb  be= 
reit,  in'd  J^clb  ju  jicljcn  unb  nor  5tblauf  nou  72  (Stnnbcn  ein  smcitcS. 
Sinb  benn  aWc  bicfe  V'cnte  uidjt  in  jcbcr  :i^cycl)ung  ebcn  fo  fal)ig,  bie  bitr= 
gerlic^en  unb  poIitifd)en  9icd)tc  ju  befitsen  unb  au?.5uitbcu,  al§  biejenigen, 
beren  einjigc  ^cfaljigung  cine  etnmS  mci^cre  ipautfarbe  ift  unb  bcr  mit 
SBiberiDiden,  nnter  '^^roteft  unb  geljcimcm  2>orbcI)aIt  geleiftete  Sib  ber 
2reuc  ? 


^^n  SHJal^r^eit  ift  ber  ^aU  biefer  atten  freien  5fii*St9en  ijon  ^uifiana  ein 
f^ott  „eic3cner  3{rt/'  ber  burcf)ou^  nidjt  bie  i5rage  in  fid)  einfd)ile^t,  inel(i)c 
fief)  cr^ebt  iiber  bie  ©erei^tigfeit  ober  3ioe(fmii^ii3feit,  ben  !iir3lirf)  emanci* 
^irten  garliigen  bie  poUtifd^en  ^ei^te  3U  ert^cilen.  ©ie  Stiifpritdje  ber 
Grftcrcn  auf  bcii  @enu§  biefer  ^Redjie  beru^en  auf  ganj  befonbereu  unb 
^flaren  ©ritnben.  Slu^erbem  bebarf  bie  Oiegierung  be^  S3otum§  biefer  -23e^ 
eblferung  jur  3?ert^eibigung  ber  ^erfaffung  unb  ber  Union  ;  fie  bebarf 
bcffc(ben  in  biefem  2(ugenblicfe  eben  fo  unbebingt,  el's  fie  beren  3(rme  nt)- 
t^ig  l)atte  in  ber  oben  erir)at)ntGn  ^eriobe. 

3iMe  bcm  aber  and)  fein  mag,  man  toirb  (eidjt  begreifen,  ba^  ein  fo  3a^l= 
reidjcr  unb  intcHigcnter  il3o(f^t^eiO  in  ber  )j)litk  ber  ^ftaocrei  lebenb,  trot^ 
atfer  ipinberniffe  wol^Ifjabenb  werbenb  unb  berfetben  9?ace  ange^brenb,  au6 
ber  bie  Sffacen  fommcn,  foinoljt  auf  bif^crren,  al^  ou(^  bie  Sflaoeneinen 
gro^en  (Sinfln^  dn^erten.  S)cn  Setjteren  flb^ten  fie  eine  ftetS  lyadjfcnbe 
(2c[)nfud)t  md)  Jrei^eit  ein  ;  fie  erluedten  in  i^nen  ben  SSunfrf),  frci  con 
ber  ©eipel  unb  ber  "^eitfdje  be§  @f(aocntreiber§  5U  leben  unb  3U  arbeiten  ; 
bie  Grfteren  ober  regten  fie  3U  ftet^  grbpercr  iput  unb  ftrengercr  !:}iepref= 
fion  an. 

5(nbere  Gigentfjiimlidjfeiten  be$  2f(aDenfl)ftcm§  in  bem  X^ak  be§  untern 
^DJiffiffippi  braudjen  t)ier  nid)t  erunll)ut  3U  luerben.  5^ie  angefiitjrten  3:f)at- 
fad)cn  3eigen  geniigenb,  boJ3  in  ben  ipaupt^iigen  bie  (gftaoerei  ^icr  benfelben 
atigcmeinen  (Sf)araftcr  ^at,  ben  fie  iiberall  3eigt.  .^Ijre  i^olgen  unb  menfc^* 
Iid)en  '^.^robufte  Ijaben  unS  IjauptfadjUd}  3U  befdjdftigen  unb  and)  bicfe  finb 
iiberall  faft  ibentifc^.  S^ie  ooUftdnbige  Grfenntui^  unb  -33el)anb(ung^ir)eife 
berfelben  finb  bie  ^o^en  'i)?fUdjkn,  lueWje  fic^  jeijt  unfern  Staatomdnnern 
unb  9iegicrenbcn  barbieten. 

ST^ie  id)  fdjon  gcfagt  ^nbe,  erbtidt  man  l^ier  auf  ben  Ufcrn  be§  grojsen 
©tromeg  nod)  bicfe  jHefuItate  unb  'i}?robnfte :  ucben  bcm  garbigen,  iDie  bie 
(gflaoerei  il)n  gctaffeu  I)at,  Icbt  ber  23eiBe,  inie  bie  vSflaoerei  if)n  gemad)tf)at. 

Grlauben  <Bk  mir,  Qijiun  btefclbcn  fur3  jn  fdjitbern,  nidjt  in  bem  lUdjte 
meincr  perfonlidjcn  ^^eobadjtung  allein,  fonbcrn  dielme^r  in  bem  ber  (5r= 
fa^rung  Don  '^^erfoncn,  beren  ^^f(id)t  e§  war,  tdglic^  mit  benfelben  3U  t)er» 
fe^rcn  unb  fid)  tl}atfdd)tic^  mit  ben  tiiclen  fdjunerigen  unb  ftijrenben  g-ragen 
3u  befdjdftigen,  irelc^e  ber  in  it)rer  iDiitte  oorgetjenben  gro^en  Umgeftaltung 
entfpringen. 

^uerft  alfo  iiber  bie  ^^arbigen.  ®en.  ^anf^,  ^efe^(§f)aber  in  bem 
©olf-X^epartement,  beffen  (5rfal)rnng  unb  ernfte^  ©tubium  be§  ®egenftan= 
be§  unferer  Unterfui^ung  feinem  3e"9"i6  ©eiridjt  geben,  erftdrte  mir,  ba^ 
er  meit  mc^r  oon  ben  ^^arbigen,  al«  oon  ben  SBei^en  gelernt  l)abe,  ha^  fie 
biel  bcffer  bie  (Srforberniffe  iljrcr  eigentpmlid)en  Sage  in  ber  gegenmdrtigen 
Eage  ber  Dinge  oerftdnben,  al§  bie  Sei^en  bie  i^rigen,  ba^  fie  biefelben 
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ml  tiernunftiger  unb  kreitoitliger  mtncifjutcn  ;  itnb  ba^  [ctner  5tuflcf)t  md) 
ba«  9!}tiBniu3en  bcr  gro^eu  ^eDotittiou  utd)t  bcm  ©d^roar^eu  luerbc  ^lu 
\d)vcibm  fcin,  [oHte  buvrfj  bte  ©c^ulb  tion  Orflciibjentnub  bic[clbe  iiidjt 
geliitgcii. 

^n  cincnt  -53vicfe  bou  2Ucj:anbria,  ?oitt)"iana,  in  ipcldjem  fitr^  uor  meiucr 
Sll)rct[e  ®en.  ®anf^  miv  gciuiffe  g'^^Qcn  beontiDortctc,  fagte  cr  am  28. 
mHvi  1864 : 

„(yen,n^,  id)  jiDcifle  in  !ciner  ^ejieljung  an  bcu  ^aljigfcitcu  ber  farOigcn 
(Smancipirtcn,  bie  ^f(i(^ten  ju  bcgrcifen  unb  ju  erfUtten,  locldje  iljncn  bie 
gro^c  S3eranbcrung  il)rei*  \?agc  auferlegt. 

„Sm  Caufe  ber  Ic^tcn  adjtjetju  IDionatc  I)abc  id;  fie  in  oIIch  ^agcn  ge* 
fef)en,  uub  mit  nictem  3?ergniigcn  [age  id}  nodjuml^,  \va^  id)  fdjon  pcr[bn* 
Ii{^  -3{}nen  er!(drt  ^be,  ba§  bicfctbcn  miv  eincn  tfarcren  ^cgriff  if)rcr  Vagc 
unb  bcr  auf  i^nen  liegenbcn  "ipflidjtcn  ju  I)aben  [djctnen,  a(§  irgcub  cine 
onbere  piaffe  unfereS  35o(fe§,  uub  ba^  fie  bie  9cotl}iDenbigfeit  ber  il)ncn  \vk 
anbern  3ufommcnben  2lrbeit  dottfommeu  anerfcnuen.  5)ie  ©cbiugungcn, 
tneldje  fie  aflgemein  madjcn,  belueifeu  bie  gute  Giufidjt,  mit  ber  fie  in  bie 
l^ercinberung  i{)rer  Sage  eintreteu. 

,,'Bk  Dertangen  erftenS,  ba^,  tvddjtv  ®trafe  man  fie  and)  untertucrfc, 
nidjt  gcpeitfdjt  ju  li^erben. 

„2.  !Da§  fie  uur  arbeitcn  fotlen,  luenn  fie  gut  bel^anbclt  Ujerben. 

„3.  3^ai3  i^re  ^amiUen  nid)t  getrennt  nierben. 

„4.  !J)a^  il)re  ^inbcr  Unterridjt  erljaltcn  foUen. 

„Uutcr  biefen  iBebingungen  ^ahz  id)  fein  ^nbitiibuum  biefei*  9^ace 
gcfnnbcn,  ba^  uid)t  bereit  gcmcfcn  luiire,  bie  9?otf)U3cnbigfeit  ciner  nnunter* 
brodjencn  unb  treucn  Slrbeit  gegcn  biUigen  2oI)n,  beffcn  B"cftfct3ung  fie  gern 
ber  9?egieruug  Uberlaffen,  anjuerfcnnen.  ©o  tucit  bie  (5rfat)rnng  in  bicfcm 
®e|3artement  rcid)t,  t)aben  fie  im  {)bd)ftcu  ©robe  bicfcn  Qd)in^  gered)tfer=» 
tigt  unb  unter  i>m  l)on  il)uen  gcftcllten  ^ebingungen  ^aben  fie  getrcu  ge» 
arbeitet. 

„5U«  id^  ba§  ^ommaubo  biefeg  ®epartement3  iibernaljm,  befanbcn  fid) 
bafetbft  Diele  2:aufenbc  don  garbigen  of)ne  ^efdjaftiguug,  oljne  ipcimatt), 
anb  cine  ^eute  ber  fdjrecfUdjften  tranfljcitcn  uub  2:obe^arten.  3"  ^i^f^" 
Singcboruen  ber  *i}3(antagen  biefei  S^epartcment^  !amen  nod)  dicle  3^anfenbc 
don  f^ljirl^rtlingen  jeben  SUterS  unb  in  jebem  mbglidjen  ^uftaube  au^  hen 
9i?ad)barftaoten. 

,,9(ber  gegemdiirtig  gibt  e§  nidjt  500  ^crfoncn,  bie  fid)  uid)t  felbft  il)rMT 
Unter^alt  gemiinuen,  unb  an  jebem  S^agc  bc§  dergangenen  3at)re§  unn-bcn 
trir  freubig  3el)n  ober  jinanjig  STaufenb  mel)r  gu  ben  Unfrigen,  unb  jioar 
ot)ne  allc  ^iiidfic^t  auf  if)reu  3»ft(i"b,  in  bem  fie  fcin  mbd)teu,  angenommen 
I)aben.    D^iur  barum,  njcil  ber  ^Jicger  bie  ^cotljUicnbigtcit  feiner  Cage  einfie^t 
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unb,  it)ie  <Bk  fief)  iit  3'^vem  •53ncfc  auSbritcfcn,  ,,fal)i9  ift,  bie  ^ftic^ten 
feiner  fo  fc^v  ocriiuberten  Sage  auf  fit^  jit  neljmen  unb  311  erfiiflen/'  fonnte 
'  baS  oben  angefiil)rte  9ie[ultat  tfiatfact^Hd)  erretdjt  iDcrben. 

„2So  immer  in  biefem  Departement  bie  ^^ccgcr  gut  beljaiibclt  unb  gercc^l 
belo^nt  irurbcn,  ^ahm  fie  c'^ne  5(u§na^me  i^ren  Slrbeitgebern  treue  't)ieiifte 
gcleiftct. 

,,2Sie(c  'iperfoncn,  nK(cf)e  'ipfontagcn  t>ern)Qlten,  ^aben  niir  mitgctfjcift, 
i>a^  bie  9kger  o^nc  afle  (2djtt3ierig!cit  bci  ber  3lrbeit  ge^alten  lyerben  !i>n* 
nen,  irenn  man  bie  oben  angefijfirten  ^ebingungen  erftiflt." 

©corg  |).  ^ivM,  Obcrft  be^  15.  9?egimentg,  Corps  d'Afrique,  M'lU 
glieb  ber  SJefrutiruug^^Commiffion  unb  ©uperinteubcnt  ber  Dtegerarbetten 
in  bem  @otf=!Departemcnt,  madjte  am  6.  gebrnar  1864  folgcnbe  SluSfage ; 
ba^  er  al^  Cieutcnant  in  bem  12.  (Eonnecticut=9xegimcnt  imter  ®en.  iButler 
in  ben  ^Tieg  gegcmgen  unb  aU  Superintenbent  ber  Sontrabanb^  uutcr  bem 
^rig.  ®en.  Z.  S.  Sherman  angeftetit  icorben  fci.  „1:ie  tfJeger/'  fagt 
er,  „!ommen  ^erbci  mit  '?krben  unb  SBunben  bebedt,  einige  fatten  eiferne 
^al^binben  an.  -3"^)  S^^b  it)nen  5Irbeit  auf  ben  ^>lantagen  unb  qn  ben  ®c-- 
feftigung§mcr!eu.  (Jinmaf  {)attcn  n)ir  beren  6,50'0  unb  toir  ^tten  nic^t 
bie  gcringfte  ©djtDierigfeit  mit  ifjnen.  ®ie  finb  williger  unb  auSbauernber 
bei  ber  Slrbeit,  aU  irgenb  eiue  Qitaffe  omi  3)?enfcf)en,  bie  icf)  je  fa^.  (S^  ift 
hja^r,  fie  ^aben  eine  gro§e  5lbucigung  gcgen  bie  ^iirff^I^r  ju  iljren  fritl)eren 
^crren,  unb  biejenigen,  tnelcfie  gn  ^anfe  geblieben  finb,  i)egen  ftet^  S)ttB* 
trauen,  fie  t)crmut{)en  iBctrug  unb  fjalten  e§  fitr  ni)t{)ig,  tpegjulaufen,  nm 
if)rc  tfi*eif)eit  su  erprobni.  Qm  ?aufe  bicfe§  3(i^i'c§  t)ttt  i{)re  Slbneigung 
bebeutenb  abgenommen  ;  fie  fangcn  an  fii^  fid^erer  3U  fiil)ten  unb  arbeiten 
oI)ne  3^gern  fiJt^  I'oljn.  ®  i  e  9i  e  g  e  r  n  e  ^  m  e  u  mit  :©  e  r  e  i  t  it*  i  I^ 
Ugfeit  iljr  5(rbeit§uer^altni§  fiir  i^reu  Uuter^att 
unb  ha^  @eme{)r  fiir  i^re  g'reilieit  an.  3fl)  !enne  cine 
^amilie  don  fihif  '^crfoncn,  rotldjc  bmd)  ben  frciniilUgen  (gintritt  cine§  ber 
©i){)ne  in  ba&  §ecr  frei  murbe.  (Sr  no^m  ©ienft  mit  ber  erHcirten  ?(bfid)t, 
fcine  famine  frei  ju  madjen.  ©r  t)ie^  yj?oore  unb  mar  ©ffatie  ber  ^erren 
Seeb§,  Sifenfdimetjer,  gemefen ;  biefe  mo^nten  in  einer  burd)  bie  fimandpa- 
tion§*'i|5ro!(amation  au'&genommenen  ©emeinbe.  (Sr  mar  einer  ber  erften, 
Wddjt  bei  "il-^aiScagnoIa  fielen.  :53ei  feinem  SBeggeljen  fagte  er  3U  feiner 
gamilie :  ,r^<i}  mei^,  ba§  id}  fatten  merbe,  aber  il)r  merbet  frei  fein." 

„(5in  5)cegerfoIbat  oerlangte  don  mir  feine  ^iuber,  meldje  in  meinen  ^'drx' 
ben  marcn.  Qd)  mimfc^te  feine  daterOdje  Sicbe  auf  bie  ^^robe  ju  ftellen 
imb  fagte :  ,/Sie  finb  nac^  .Spaufe  gegangen."  gr  antmortete :  ,,8ieute^ 
nant,  ic^  mitnfdie  meine  5tinber  in  bie  @(^ule  ju  f^iden  ;  meiuem  SBeibe  ift 
ed  nidjt  geftattet,  fie  ju  fef)en  ;  id)  fte{)e  in  3I)rem  S^ienfte,  id)  trage  bie 
Uniform,  id)  mor  in  brei  8d)Iad)ten,  ic^  befaub  mid}  bei  bem  Slngriff  auf 
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^ort  f)ubfon  ;  id)  tiertangc  mctnc  .^i^inber,  fie  [inb  mcin  (^(cifc^  unb  ^lut.'' 
Cbcrfc  ^^anU,  bcffeu  uial)rt)aft  l)cr^lidjc  unb  trcue  Sieitfte  fiir  bie  ©adje 
bcr  garbicjcn  in  bcm  @oIf=1)eparteincnt  nidjt  ju  ^od)  geiuurbigt  lucvben 
founeu,  bcabfic^tigte  natiir(id)  nid)t,  btc[e«  S3crlangen  juvilcfjuirieifen.  !©ie 
H tuber  luurbeu  bem  U>ater  ilbcrgeben. 

9iebft  bem  dicd)k,  fiir  il)ren  unb  it)rcr  gamilicn  Unterljatt  gu  arbeiteit, 
oerliingeu  bie  ^arbigcu  I)iciv  iDie  an  anberu  Crtcn,  ba§  ^rit)i(egiuui,  iljre 
^inber  in  bie  (2d;u(e  3U  fd)i(fen. 

,,'Die  garbigeu/'  fagt  Dberft  ipau!^,  ,,scigcn  bie  grbj^te  :©eforgui]3  fiir 
bie  Sr^ieljung  iijvcr  ^inber  unb  joiirbigcu  uoUtommeu  bie  2So^ttl)at  beS 
Untevric()ts.  ^d)  l)aht  ^"vamiiieu  gcfaunt,  btc  nur  siDei  SDJa^ljeiten  tci 
XaQzi  ualjmen,  urn  wiidientti^  50  St8.  fiir  eiuen  fef)r  mittelma^igen  Setjrer 
iljrer  .^^iuber  3U  fparen." 

^ie  aUgeniciue  unb  eifrige  -S^egicrbc  ber  Ja^'bigcn,  Unterridjt  ju  erl)a(* 
ten,  ift  I)bd^ft  auffattenb  burd)  eine  X^atfadje  bargetljan,  luel^e  uiir  ir)df)= 
reub  ciueo  Scfud)c§  in  '^ort  .f)ub[on  bcfannt  rcurbe.  Qn  jcbem  IMgcr  bcr 
farbigeu  9xegimenter  luar  bie  beftgcbaute  .^itttc  ba§  (2djuU)au§.  Siefe 
9icgimenter  i)atteu  nou  ®m.  2lubrett)d  bie  (Erlaubni^  erl)alten,  9icgiment§s 
fd)u(eu  ju  griiuben.  Wit  cigeuer  ^aub  bauten  fie  ©djuHjciufer  unb  uer* 
fdjiifftcu  fidj  auf  eigcuc  ilofteu  Sel)rer.  (^u  einigen  9icgimcnteru  iibcruat)' 
men  bie  gelbprebiger  bicfe^  5(mt.)  5((Ic  it)re  Offi^icre  gcbeu  il)uen  ha^ 
3eugui|3,  ha'^  fie  ii)re  freie  ^dt  mit  bem  grbjstcn  ^leipe  unb  mit  ^kl)arr- 
lidjfeit  i()ren  ^tubieu  Ujibmen.  <2of(te  nid}t  btc  9xcgicruug  biefeS  lobcnS* 
toertl)e  33erlaugen  ber  farbigen  9?cgimenter  baburc^  ermutl}igcu,  bn^  fie 
einent  if-ben  berfclben  meuigfien^  ciuen  ^oenuaucnteu  i'e(}rer  gebe.  Sin 
bieuftunfd()iger  treifjcr  ^l^etcrau  fonnte  in  biefer  Gigcufdjaft  augeftellt  uierben. 

I^xv  Zmh  mi)  Srjicijung,  bie  Cicbe  fiir  ^icuntuiffe  incrben  ftet^  in  alien 
racnfdjlidjcn  ©efeUfdjoften  unb  bei  a((en  3?t)(fcru  viii  bie  fidjcrften  •53euieife 
fiir  bcrcu  inneren  slBcrtl),  aU  btc  I)offnuug«t>oIIfteu  3'^^^}'^"  "^^^^^  3^iil)ig!eit 
fur  GiDiitfatiou  unb  fiiuftige  GutmicfUiug  angcfcf)cu.  !Dic  an^erorbcutlidje 
^'unbgcbuug  biefer  I'iebe,  biefe^  Si^ricbeg  Don  8citen  ber  eiuancipirtcn  5^1** 
bigcn  finb,  ireun  man  fie  mit  i^rem  frii^cren  ^^if^'^"'^  '■'"^^*  ©rnicbriguug 
jufamuicnfteUt,  cine  ber  iibcrrafdjcubftcn  3:i)atfadjcn,  ineld)e  fit^  in  Scjug 
auf  bicfe  ^cDblferuug  ergaben.  Unb  dergtcic^t  man  fie  mit  ber  faft  allge* 
meineu  ©leidjgiiitigfeit,  ja  33erad)tuug,  mit  ber  bie  aruten  2Sei^cn  beS  @ii» 
bend  bicffu  (^egenftanb  bcl)aube(n,  fo  ift  bie^  fci)r  geeignct,  ben  8to(,5  be§ 
SBeifunt  auf  bie  geiftige  Ueberlcgeu^eit  feiner  9iace  ju  bemittl)igeu.  ®er 
garbige  fam  don  2(frita  ol)ne  bag  geringfte  (Stement  don  (Sidilifation  ;  uic^t 
einmal  bie  Ucberlicfcruug  eiuer  '^pnx  dou  (Srjic^uug  befi(5cu  it)rc  58orfQl)ren. 
5Iuf  bcr  anberu  ^eite  finb  bie,  iDcIdjc  mon  baiiJ  ,,arme,  itci^e  ®cfiubct"  ber 
®!(adcuftaatcn  nennt,  meifteuS  bie  9tac^tommcn  berfelbeu  9Jace  don  aJJen* 
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f(^cn,  incfdjc  iinfere  Giinltfatiou  ton  Dleii^CvngUmbx^  C^iiG^fn  burrf)  bie  gro^e 
2Si(bnii3  nad)  ben  Ufern  bcv3  [tillcn  Ocean^3  gctragen  l)aben.  @ie  begannen 
i^rc  Soufba^n,  bcgitnftigt  bur(^  ^Itnia  unb  ^obcn,  nnb  mit  gteic^en  -DZitteln 
bcr  Gr^ic^ung  nnb  bcr  9UtfHarnng.  2Ibcr  anf  i{]rcm  3S3ege  erf)ob  fid)  bie 
furdjtbare  3d)ranfc  ber  ip  cr  r  e  n  t^u  m  ?.  5!^c[i'cn  oUe*  t)er{)cerenbe 
©rauel  t)cr[d)Iang  fie  nnb  l)cut  ^n  Xage  fann  man  nur  oon  if)nen  fagen, 
ba^  je  cine  nniniffenbcrc,  bemoralifirtcre  nnb  be|ammern^tt3crtl)cre  ©cfell- 
frf)aft  nicnfdjUc^er  2A>cfen  in  irgenb  cincm  '^anbe  nnb  ju  irgcnb  einer  ^dt 
iebte.  (S^  ift  bcmnad)  erfaubt  jn  fragcn,  ob  nad)  5{(lcm  bie  Sttnncnbcfi^^er 
nidjt  am  terbcrblidjftcn  gcgen  tt)ve  cigcnc  9xace  gefjanbelt  ^abcn,  fclbft  ol)ne 
9iiidfidjt  jn  ncljmcn  anf  bcrcn  gcgcmnartigcn  2?crfndj,  bie  groBcn  9icfn(tate 
ber  @efd]id)t'e,  b.  t).  bie  9tationalitiit,  dinilifation  nnb  bie  freien  ^'nftitu* 
tionen  be§  2?o(fe^  bcr  2?cr.  Staatcn  jn  nidite  jn  madjen. 

„9ccbft  bi-cfer  ^crsUdjcn  STntrbignng  ber  Grjiclinng/'  fagt  ber  Cberft 
^anf§,  „finb  bie  garbigen  and)  fe{)r  rcligios  unb  fromm  unb  finb  bnrc^ 
bicfe  ©cfinnung  (eid)t  ^n  Icitcn  nnb  ^^n  belel)ren.  ^d)  ijattc  I)aufige  ^unb* 
gcbungen  t)on  bcren  i^crtrancn  in  ®ott  in  ^e5ug  anf  if)re  ?5reil)eit.  Q-d) 
mi^,  ha^^  e§  uorfam,  baf,  fie  fiir  bie  „t)erbammten  ?)anfee*"  beteten.'" 
„Sie  9iegcr/'  fagt  ^;)cvv  Oioubanc',,  „finb  feit  ber  {yrei^eit^proffamation 
diel  tugenb{)after.  !5}ie  ?;)canncr  ()aben  me^r  'ee(bftad)tung  nnb  bie  gi'ciuen 
gropcre  .Qcnfdjl)eit,  iDeit  il)ncn  cin  ef)rlid)er  ^^eben^ennerb  mbglid^  ift.  3^^"^ 
Scifd)faf  iDurben  fie  oft  burd)  il^cblirfniffe,  luie  .Qlcibcr  imb  anbere  notf)ige 
©egenftdnbe  gebrad)t." 

Qd)  f)abe  luol)!  fanm  nbtf)ig,  lion  bem  S^arafter  ber  ^arbigen  al^  BoU 
baten  in  :53e^ng  anf  ba§  9?tiffiffippit^(  3U  fprei^cn.  !Da§  adgemeine 
offijietfe  3^"9"iB  i^^icr  if)r  -33enet)men  aU  Solbaten  unb  iiber  i^re  gro^e 
SJapferfcit  ^'^'  bicfcn  "i^unft  iiber  alten  ^^^^if^^^  er^oben.  9^id)t  uieni* 
ger  f)ert)ortretenb  finb  i[)re  DJici^igfeit,  CrbnungeUcbe  unb  midige  Unter? 
Uierfnng  unter  bie  !Di§cipIin.  ©eneral  3lnbreni§,  ^'ommanbant  oon  ^ort 
.^nbfon,  tierfic^erte  mir  Dor  tur^em,  ha^  bie  ^arbigen  feine  beften  2:ruppen 
feien  ;  fie  erfiillten  alle  i()re  *^^f[id)ten  unb  unterjogen  fid)  befonberS  atlen 
®trapa3en  mit  grii^erer  greubigfeit  unb  ©eiinffeni)aftigfeit,  tt(^  bie  inei^eu 
9?egimenter  ;  unter  fd^igen  Offisiercn,  glanbe  er,  fonne  e§  feine  juttetf^fi* 
gere  2;ru|ipen  geben. 

(Selbft  haQ  einjige  :^eifpiet  tion  3nfu'^''oi*'5in'^tion,  ltield)e§  fitrjtid)  im 
gort  -3^<^fon  oorfam,  niar  l>urd)  fo  nnertjcirte  2)liGl)anbInngen  t)on  eeiten 
be§  Cberftlieutenantd  nnb  ber  anbern  mitfd)n(bigeu  Cl^ffijiere  fteranla^t, 
ha^  @en.  Dmig^t,  ber  oon  @en.  -33anf^  jur  Unterfudjung  ber  •Badjt  abge* 
fanbt  nmrbe,  mir  pcrfontic^  erftdrte,  bie  farbigeu  Solbaten  feien  untabeli)aft. 
"iCie  Cffijiere  it»urben  an§  bem  ^I^ienfte  entfernt  —  cine  fe^r  (eidjte  ©trafe, 
icenn  man  bie  ©ro^c  i^rer  SSerge^en  berudficf)tigt. 
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^iTtefcg  (Sreigni^  iDurbc  Don  cieten  ^ournalen  in  ben  23er.  <Staatcn  unb 
tm  2lu§(anbc  aU  ein  ^aii  don  ^n[uborbination  tieroffent(icf)t.  Qa  ber 
Zi)at  aber  wax  bartn  nicfjt  cine  Spur  Don  3n[uborbtnation5v)  :i^t  gu  finben. 
2Ba§  bie  ©olbaten  ju  t^un  beabfidjtigtcn,  \mx,  il)re  fd)ant(ofen  unb  [d)ulb« 
DoUen  Offijiere  fcftjune^men,  nad)  9ietti=OrIeang  ju  marfdjiren  unb  \id) 
felbft  bem  ©eneral  SBanU  aU  bent  DbcrbefcI)I«^aIier  ju  Uberliefern. 

Sir  bitrfen  ba^er  nid)t  an  bem  emancipirtcn  Sieger  tocrjtueifeln.  Zto^ 
ber  don  ber  ©ftanerei  iiber  if)n  derpngten  (Srniebrigung  ift  in  i^m  3Siet 
iibrig  geblieben,  anf  ba§  fii^  bouen  Ici^t.  (gr  ift  menigfteng  bercit  unb 
njiltig,  bie  35oflfii^rung  [eineS  befd)eibenen  unb  niu^iamcn  2:i)ei(c§  in  ber 
S)urd)fid)rung  ber  neuen  Orbnung  ber  ®inge  ju  iibernet}men.  f  ann  man 
in  ber  2:^at  bie  9?e[ultate  be§  gebcn§fampfe§  imb  ber  ©efc^ii^te  ber  altcn 
■freien  ^arbigen  in  Souifiana  al§  ^etrci^  anne^men,  fo  mu^  man  ju  bem 
(Sd)Iu]'ie  gclangen,  ba^  ber  9?eger  nid)t  fii^ig  ift,  fid)  felbft  ju  (citcn  unb  p 
erl^atten,  fonbern  ba^  er  ant^  unter  bem  (Sinflu^  t)bl)erer  unb  eblerer  menfc^* 
Iid)er  SJiotioe  unb  3(nregungen  ganj  benfelben  ©cfcl^en  unterioorfen  ift,  unter 
lueld)en  bie  anbern  9iocen  ber  a}ienf(^en  ^onbetn. 

SBag  mu§  man  bagegen  fagen  t)on  bem  Si^ei^en,  fcinem  olten  §errn,  Don 
beffen  ^iifjigfeit  unb  9teigung,  fo  inie  Don  bcffen  ^altung  in  ^e^ug  anf  hzn 
2;t)eil,  loeldjen  er  in  bem  neu  reconftruirten  unb  fociatcn  ®t)ftem  jn  iiber* 
ne^men  t)at'? 

Dberft  ^anU,  ber  feit  jttiei  3'fi^i^en  cinen  gro^en  2;f)eil  fcincr  ^cit  in 
tagtidjem  5i>erfef)r  mit  ben  '^flan^ern  beS  ©olfbepartements  ^ugebradjt  ^at, 
crf'Icirt,  „ba^  in  it)nen  ber  (Scift  ber  (gftaocrei  nod)  fortlcbt,  obglcid)  fie 
anfangen  einjufel)en,  baf^  bie  ©flaDerei  tobt  ift.  S3ie(e  Don  i^nen  finb  nod) 
me^r  aU  DorI)er  barauf  au§,  bie  9ceger  gu  ©ttaDcn  ju  mad)cn.  Sie  geben 
fid)  grof5c  2)iiif)e,  i»  i  e  fie  fagen,  i  ^  r  e  e  i  g  e  n  e  n  9i  e  g  c  r  id  i  e  b  e  r 
g  u  e  r  I  a  n  g  e  n.''  Sin  "ipflanser  bot  mir  $5000  fiir  bie  3iiriiderftattung 
feiner  Sieger  an.  ©ie  I)aben  fogar  Seute  gebungcn,  um  bicfclbcn  an^  nici^ 
nem  Cager  gu  ftel)Ien.  ®o  trcibt  fie  ber  aik  ®eift  gn  bem  altcn  2?crbrcd)cn, 
ha^  Icingft  Don  bem  ©cfc^c  fiir  ^clonic  erftcirt  ift,  n^enn  e^  in  3[frit'a  au$= 
geiibt  mirb.  ©ie  fitgen  fic^  nur  gc^itmngcn  in  ben  ©cbanfcn  ber  B"i'cii)cit. 
Mfi^ie-  untenocrfen  fic^  ber  Don  ber  9fegicrung  Dorgcfd)ricbcncn  •53ebingung, 
treil  fie  e§  t()un  miiffen.  ^crr  23.  -53.  DJiarmiUon,  cincr  ber  rcid)ftcn  unb 
grfi^ten  ^iicfcrpflonjer  be§  gctngen  2DiiffiffippitI)alc§,  (ciftctc  ben  Gib  ber 
Serene,  iDcigcrte  fid)  abcr,  feine  '^ffan^ung  ju  bcbaucn,  menu  man  i^m  nidit 
f  e  t  n  e  c  i  g  e  n  e  n  9c  e  g  e  r  jurudgdbc.  Sr  ^attc  1450  3(dcr  2anbc§  mit 
3u(fer  angebaut.  %itk  feine  ©HaDen  Derlie^en  il)n  unb  fteltten  fid)  mir  in 
9^en3=Or(ean§  jur  23erfiigung.  G§  bcfanben  fid)  unter  il)nen  !iDiafd)incn* 
arbeitcr  unb  ^anbmcrfer  jcbcr  5lrt.  3dj  lic§  fie  Dor  mid)  tommcn  unb 
;fagte  t!)ncn,  bie  9iegierung  I)abe  ^efi^  genommcn  Don  ber  (Srnbte  it)reS 
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§crm ;  man  bebiirfc  i^rer,  urn  biefetbc  einjut^un,  unb  [ie  lyUrbcn  fitr  if)re 
Strbeit  beja^tt  luerbcn.  2ll(e  iuilligten  ein,  3urii(f3u!e^ren  ;  aber  alS  am 
nad^ften  SJJorgen  tiit  ^dt  beg  3tufbrurf)e§  fam,  ittoUte  lleiner  ge^en.  (Siner 
oon  i^nen  fagte :  „^(i)  \mti  trgeitbn^o  anber^  Ijinge^en,  um  ju  arbetten, 
aber  ©ie  fonnen  mid;  er[djie§en,  e^e  id)  auf  bte  alte  ^(antnge  gururf'fcljre." 
3rf)  fanb  fpoter  aug,  ba§  2J?armilIon,  ben  [ie  ben  alten  „©aumiuoUenbart" 
nannten,  fic^  in  ®egcnit»art  oon  ^ttjet  farbigen  3DMbrf)en  bamit  gerit^mt 
^atte,  iDie  er  biefe  ©flaoen  fjerne^men  initrbe,  n^enn  fie  icieber  in  feiner 
©eiDolt  feicn.  S^iefe  iOicibdjen  madjten  in  einer  9^adjt  nte^r  a(§  80  OJZeiten, 
um  ifjren  f^reunbcn  biefe  5f?ad)rid}t  ju  bringen.  2)?an  gab  biefen  Seuten 
Strbeit  on  einem  anbern  Orte. 

„2lffcrbing§/'  fagt  Oberft  ^an!§,  „fdjeinen  fic^  bie  ®inge  biefc§  Qa^ 
beffer  ju  geftalten.  On  einigen  ©cmeinben  ^at  bie  33erpa(i^tnng  ber  ^ffan^ 
jungen  an  3J?anner  au§  bem  91orben  einen  madjtigen  ©nfhi^  geiiu^ert. 
Slber  bie  ©timmnng  ber  ^ffanjer  gegen  it)re  frii^eren  ©ftaoen,  n)enn  biffe 
\id)  non  it)nen  mietl)en  laffen,  ift  burd)au§  nidjt  freunblid).  3d)  fagte  filrj- 
lid}  einem  "ipflanjer,  e§  fei  ber  auSbriicEIidie  Sefe^I  be3  ©en.  iBanfg,  ba^  bte 
5Zeger  nnterrid}tet  ttiiirben ;  er  antmortete :  „9Ziemanb  fotle  feine  ^It^ 
ger  miterri^ten."  Oberft  ^anfg  erflart  ferner,  eS  fei  feine  fefte  Ueber* 
jeugnng,  ,M^r  mitrbe  bie  Sioitregierung  tp-ieber  eingefe^t  unb  bie  9J?i(itar^ 
()errfc^aft  anfgcf)oben,  bie  grb^te  ©efa^r  oor^anben  fei,  ha'^  bk  9?eger  in 
irgenb  einer  SSeife  ju  l^eibeigenen  gemac^t  n)erben  ttjilrben." 

®icfe  Qrflcirung  beg  Oberften  §anfg  unb  bie  aUgemeine  ^Ric^tigleit  feiner 
'2lnfid)ten  lourben  tjon  Dielen  anbern  einfic^tgooden,  mit  bem  ©egenftanbe 
oertrauten  ^erfonen  beftatigt,  unb  mcine  eigene  ^eobadjtung  ftimmt  bamit 
iiberein, 

2luf  einer  ©trecfe  t)on  300  3J?ei(en  am  2JJiffiffippt  ^inanf  unb  l^innnter 
fanb  ic^  nnr  einen  Sreolen  (eg  mogen  anbere  \)a  fein,  mit  bcncn  ic^  nic^t  in 
33eriit)rnng  fam),  ber  Don  §er3en  unb  ofine  $Rild^a(t  ben  ®eban!en  ber 
freien  2Irbeit  anna^m  unb  i()n  reblid)  auf  feiner  ^(antagc  jur  5tugfu^rung 
brac^te.  Obgteid)  er  aber  erftcirte,  ha'^  berfelbe  an  unb  fitr  fid^  itber  feine 
griDartnng  getungen  fei,  fogte  er :  ^'Dennod^  ift  mein  unb  meiner  ^amilte 
Ceben  bnrd)  bie  ©d)mal)ungen,  ipctd^e  inir  oon  unfern  9^ad^barn  ju  erbulben 
^aben,  fe^r  ungtitcftid)  genjorben." 

$Die  einfad;e  2Ba^rl)eit  ift,  bo§  ha§>  ®ift  ber  ©ffaberei,  bie  ^errenluft, 
fe^t  tt)ie  je  gewalttg  in  ber  ^ruft  biefer  atten  ©ftadenbefi^er  tobt.  58iele 
ton  it)nen  geben  ju,  "i^a^  bie  alte  gorm  ber  ®f(aDeret  fitr  immer  jerbroctien 
ift ;  e«  foftet  fie  nic^tg,  ein^ugefte^en,  i^a'^  ber  ©cceffiong=3Serfud)  mi^tun* 
gen  ift ;  aber  fie  fterladien  bie  3bee  ber  greil^eit  ber  9^eger  unb  bringen  nod) 
bie  alte  iBe^au^tung  dor,  berfelbe  fei  unfd^ig,  fitr  fid)  ju  forgen,  ober  einen 
I)b^eren  ^eteeggritnb  3ur  3lrbeit  ^u  erfennen,  ajg  bie  "^eitfdje.  <Bk  xoaxkn 
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tttit  Uugebutb  auf  bie  2tuf^ebung  bc^  SJiintiirrcgimeS  imb  bie  Sieberetn* 
fc^ung  ber  SiuilgciBalt  in  il^rem  ©taate,  urn  bicfetbe  3U  controUiren  unb, 
irie  bi§t}er,  fitr  ba^  ju  benu^en,  iraS  i^nen  un3iuei[ell)aft  bev  {)bd}[te  ©cgen- 
ftanb  aller  SioilgeiDalt,  ja  be§  ©taateS  [elbft  ju  [ein  fd)eint  —  ba§  ®!ta* 
DereifJjftem  in  irgenb  einer  gorm. 

aiJlit  gcringcrer  Stenbcrung  fdjcint  bie  ©prac^e,  weWje  !itr3(i(^  bcr  9?id)ter 
^umpl)ret)  in  [einer  9?cbe  bei  cinem  Union^meeting  in  ^untSuiUe,  5Uabama, 
fiil)rte,  ber  paffenbfte  Stndbruif  ber  ^offnungen  nnb  2lb[i(^ten  eine^  gro^en 
3:^ei(§  ber  alten  iSftaoenbefi^er  in  bem  9J?i[[i[[i|Jpitt)ale  ju  fein,  we(d)£  ein* 
wiUigten,  i^re  i^^alittit  gegen  bie  Union  bar^ntljnn,  inbem  fie  bem  ^riifis 
benten  ben  in  ber  5lmneftie=^rof(amation  uorgcfdjriebenen  Sib  leifteten. 
9^ac^bem  ber  9xi(^ter  §mnpt)re^  ben  ^at^  gegeben  i)atk,  SUabama  f  0  U  e 
ol}ne  2Ser3ng  bnrd)  einfad)e  Siberrufnng  ber  ®ecef= 
fiongafte  in  bie  Union  jnriidfe^ren,  nnb  nadjbem  er  bie  Sln^ 
fidjt  au6ge[prod)en  f)atte,  ba§  bie  alte  ^^nftitntion  ber  ©flaoerei  jn  ©runbe 
gegangen  fci,  [agte  cr  :  f,Q(i)  glaube,  ba§  iDir  burd)  bie  9iUcffe()r  in  bie  Union 
l)inrei(^cnbe  poIiti[d}e  Cooperation  eriangen  werben,  loeldje  nn§  bie 
l^eitung  ber  2(rbeit  unferer  fritl)cren  @f(aden  [idjern  miirbe.  9)?  einer 
SJJeinung  nac^  mad)t  e^  feinen  Unterfdjieb,  ob  toiv  bie* 
felben  a(«  unbebingte  <Sfiouen  befi^en,  ober  ob  lyir 
t)on  il)nen  bur^  irgenb  eine  onbere  3)ietI)obe  it)  re  21  r* 
b  e  i  t  e  r  I)  a  1 1  e  n.  5lt(erbing§  ^ie^en  wix  bie  frii^ere  2)2et^obe  oor ;  aber 
biefe  grage  liegt  nn«  \ci^t  nidjt  Dor." 

(S3  ift  n3a{)r,  i>a^  ®en.  ^anU  in  ^ejng  auf  bie  ©timmung  unb  bie 
^lanc  ber  ^ffanjer  ctmaS  Dcr[d)icbener  2ln[ic^t,  jebod)  beftimmt  bnrc^  ben 
©tanben  ift,  ba§  bie  9^egicrnng  irgenb  ein  ®t)ftem  „ber  gcniigcnben  Ober* 
anffid)t  einfii^ren  werbe,  ha^  ben  9ieger  jur  2trbeit  t)erpflid)te/'— obg(ei(^ 
cr,  n)ic  n)ir  gefe^en  f)aben,  erftiirt,  ba^  gute  ®ct)anblnng  unb  gebilt)renber 
So{)n  fid)  in  alien  i^cillen  at^  l)inlanglid}e^  Stntrieb^mittel  bcnjd^rt  Ijaben. 
Sag  bie  alten  ©ftoocnbefi|3cr  u  n  t  e  r  e  i  n  e  m  @  i)  ft  e  nt  u  e  r  ft  e  ^  e  n, 
Da3  ben  Sieger  jur  Strbeit  derpfti d)te,  fann  man  fic^  ieid)t 
J)en!en ;  e6  ift  gett)i^,  ha^  baffetbe  nidjt  in  guter  53eljanbtung  unb  gebii^=> 
renbem  Sot)n  bcfte^t. 

3n  bem  f.d)on  angefii^rten  Sriefe  fagt  ©en.  iSanf^  :  „Sd)  jiueifle  nidjt 
Daran,  ba^  oicle  ber  'ipftan^er,  bie  in  unfcrn  IHnien  tuoI)nen  unb  uon  ber 
Otegierung  in  i^rem  (5igentf)um  gcfdjii^t  luerben,  c^r(id)  ben  neucn  ^"f^'^"^ 
anne^mcn  unb  reblii^  auf  ben  ©ebanfen  ber  freien  Slrbeit  eingel)cn  ;  aber 
fie  ^egen  babei  eine  Ungtaubigfeit  in  -^Caug  auf  ben  CErfoIg  bicfcd  23crfu* 
d)e3,  n}e(d)e  in  iljrer  2age  unb  bei  ben  ^been,  in  ineldjen  fie  auferjogcn  luurben, 
natlJrtid)  ift.  !©iefelbe  luirb  me^r  nod)  er^atten  burd)  bie  ^al^ftarrigfeit 
unb  i^rutaUtat  ber  Sluffcljer  —  biefer  3JiitteIHaffc  siuifdjcn  ben  Slrbeitern 
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unb  ben  STrkitgekuben  —  al§  fc(6ft  burcf)  bte  angcborne  ^'Zeigung  ber 
^flanjer,  fo  luie  burd)  i^ren  U n  g  1  a u  b  e n  in  ^  e  s u  g  a  u f  b  i  e  9}?  ij  g* 
lic^feit,  etne  genii  g  enbe  Db  erau  ffic^t  ber  $R  e  gter  nn  g 
ein3uf ittiren,  meldje  ben  9^eger  jur  5lrbeit  jraingen 
fonne,  gegcn  bie  er^ioie  fie  glanben,  eine  entfrfjiebene 
2(  b  n  e  i  g  n  n  g  I)  a  t." 

!Die  3infid)ten,  uield)c  f)ier  btSljcr  iiber  ben  ©cift  unb  bte  ^timmung  ber 
alten  @!Ia»enbc[il^cr  au^gefprodjen  finb,  icerben  coHfommen  burd)  bag 
^eugni^  bc§  -53rig.  ®en.  -^ameg  ©.  3Sab§it)ort^  beftiitigt  unb  9iiemanb 
^atte  beffere  @elcgcn§eit,  ein  einfic^tsoollea  Urtfieii  baritbcr  ju  geminnen. 

Stl§  ©en.  SBabsmortf)  furj  nad)  feiner  9^ii(ffe()r  oon  eincr  offi^iellen 
9\unbrei[e  buri^  ba§  S)?i[fi[fip|3iti)af,  ju  9lnfang  be§  uergangenen  SBinterS 
toon  ber  Gommin'ion  Dcr^ort  luurbe,  fprad)  er  fic^  iiber  bie  8age  ber  Swinge 
in  Souifiana  folgenbermafen  aug  : 

„(Sin  Umftanb  bor  %Utm.  mu^  beriidfidjtigt  inerben,  unb  biefer  ift,  ba^ 
bie  alten  ©f'iatienbefi^er  trad)tcn  ircrben,  bie  9ieger  unter  il)rcr  iBotmct^ig* 
!eit  ju  f)alten  unb  [ie  aU  eine  untcriDorfene  unb  niebrigcre  Giaffe  5U  be^an- 
beln.  T)axan  barf  man  nidjt  ^weifeln.  Qd)  gloube,  baj3  i^aQ  53eftreben, 
ein  ©l^ftem  ber  Ceibeigenfc^aft  ein^nfittjren,  bie  grbf,te  @efal)r  ift,  gegen  bie 
man  fid)  t)or5ufe()cn  I)at.  Qd)  fprad)  mit  einem  "ipfianjcr  in  bent  Safourgc 
3)iftrift  bei  2:ibabaut}itfe ;  er  fagte  mir,  er  fei  nid)t  fitr  bie  ©cceffion,  aber 
er  gcftaub  mir  feine  .f)offnung  unb  Griuartung,  ba§  bie  ©fiaDerci  in  irgenb 
eiuer  gorm  n3ieberf)ergeftcflt  n)erbe.  .^c^  enuieberte :  ,,2ii}cnn  inir  je^t  n)eg= 
gingen  unb  biefe  Ceute  Dcrlie^en,  gtaubcn  ©ie,  ba§  @ie  biefctben  n^ieber  ju 
©flatjen  mad)en  fonntcn  ?"  Sr  berf)oI)nte  ben  ©cbanfen,  ba§  fie  e§  nidjt 
lennten.  „3Bic  ?"  fagte  id),  „biefe  9}?anner,  bie  S5>affen  in  ben  ^cinben 
I)aben?"  tr^a/'  fagte  er,  „toir  luiirben  i^nen  natitrlic^  bie  SSaffen  ab= 
net)men." 

Tiod)  mand)e  gleic^  lt)id)tigc  2lu§fagen  fonntcn  angefiifirt  irerben,  ober  e§ 
fd)cint  iibcrfliiffig  ju  fein  fiir  ha^  rid)tige  25erftanbnif3  ber  gcgemnartigen 
^attung  unb  (Steltung  ber  jtuei  ^auptetemente  ber  aufgeloften  ©ftaberei* 
gefellfc^aft  in  ber  ^ier  bel)anbe(ten  SJegion. 

-3m  ^'ntereffe  grb^erer  ll(arf)eit  I)abe  id)  mic^  bi^fier  entf)atten,  bie 
^et)anblung  unb  bie  tinrtlidie  Sage  ber  emancipirten  ^ctiotf'ernng  ober  ^na^' 
fiir^Ud)  in  bcm  ®oIf=1)e|3artement  eingcfit^rte  9(rbe{t§ft)ftem  gn  befpredien. 
3nfofern  ic^  c§  fiir  meine  X>]iid)t  f)atte,  Hon  ben  crftern  'punften  in  fpred)en, 
bejie^e  id)  mid)  meiftenS  auf  bie  "iperiobe  t)on  ®en.  ^anf^'  '^^roflomation  in 
33e3ug  auf  ba«  9lrbeit«ft)ftem,  ba  biefe  "iproftamation  erft  tuenige  STage  »or 
meiner  Stnfuuft  in  5ten3=Cr[ean§  eriaffen  morben  )Dar. 

®er  Dberft  f)anf«  f|.irid)t  t)on  ber  ©ebulb  ber  9^eger.  -3n  ber  Zijat  ift 
it)r  fIag(ofe«  ©rbutben  ber  f)arteften  (Sntbe^rungen  unb  Sciben  iiberatl  ber 
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bebeutenbfte  (Sfjaraftcr^ug  biefer  9iacc.  Ql)v  friitjereS  >SI(aDeuIetieu  '^iirtcte 
fie  gcgcn  taglidje,  bauernbe  ^eiben  ah,  uub  bis  311  biefer  ©tunbe  ift  il)re 
S3erfe^itng  in  bic  g-rei^eit  faum  Don  etinaS  beglcitet,  al^  t)on  [djledjter  SQt-. 
Ijanblung,  Sntbe^rungen,  ^ranf{}citeit  unb  gamilieuDerluften.  ®ie  ©terb- 
lidjfeit  in  bent  3}ii[fi[fippit^a(e  wax  fdjredlid)  unter  i^nen.  !Die  competent 
teften  iBcurtljeiler  [d)a^en  [ic  anf  nid}t  iDeniger  aU  25  ^rojent  im  t^aufc 
ber  (eljten  jitjei  3af)re.  SDZit  tyenigen  Slu^nal^men  ftetjen  fie  nhtxaU  unter 
ber  Sontrode  Don  unfci^igcn  obcr  fonfi  untougIid)en  53eamten.  |)ier  trie 
on  anberen  Ortcn  innrbcn  fie  oft  bie  -©eute  I)abgieriger  unb  gctriffenlofci 
SiJJenfdjen.  Qn  ^i^t^n  t^cilten,  in  Cumpcn  gct)itUt,  oI)ne  l)inreid)enbc,  gcfunbc 
5iat)rung,  of)ne  ^cttfteHen  uub  ^ettjeug,  ^abcn  fie  DJionate  lang  gearbeitct, 
um  jute^t  ot)ue  33ergUtung  obcr  nur  mit  geringcut  Soigne  entlaffen  ju  luerben. 
©icfer  grofje  2)?angel  an  ®d)u^  t)ernrfnd)te  ernfte,  nertjeerenbe  ^'ranf{)eiten, 
roeldjcn  fie  oI)nc  bienot{)ige  "ipflcge  unb  arjtlidjc  ®ef)anb(ung  iiberlaffeu  luur* 
ben.  Sine  gro^e  etcrblidjfeit  xoav  bie  ^olge  baoon.  SSiele  (Sntbc^rungen  unb 
Seiben  n^aren  fetbft  unter  ben  glinftigften  SSer^dttniffen  bie  unucrmeiblidjeu 
golgen  be§  llrieg§3uftanbe§.  5lber  id)  ir)urbe  gegen  meine  ^fUdjt  tjonbeln, 
wenn  id)  nic^t  erflcirte,  ba§  meiner  2(nfid)t  nac^  ein  grower  2:^eit  ber  Unbtl* 
Den,  bercn  Opfer  fie  luurben,  uub  ein  grower  2:l)eil  i"f)rer  J^eiben  t)crurfad)t 
rourbe  burc^  bie  Unterlaffung  ber  9xegicrung,  ein  geeigneteS  unb  allgemcineS 
o^ftem  ber  SSerpflegung  unb  be«  @d)u^ed  einjufii^ren. 

Qn  ben  !©epartement§,  ino,  mt  in  bent  be§  ®oIfe§,  ittan  guten  ©rnnb 
I)at,  gu  glauben,  ha^  bic  ^od)ften  aJiilitarbcamten  bag  3^ittereffe  biefer  53c= 
Dolferung  bc^crjigten,  wax  e3  undernteiblid),  ba^  baffelbc  beunodj  in  bie 
^iinbe  Don  unfal)igen  unb  untreuen  ©ubatternen  fiet,  njcil  bie  33orgefc^teu 
bie  ^ewegungen  grower  §eere  3U  leiten  fatten  unb  gang  in  2inf|)rud)  ge* 
nontmen  luaren  don  ben  eruften  "ipfiic^ten  ber  2J?iIitarregierung.  ©elbft 
unter  bent  jiingft  t)icr  eingcfitl)rtcn  (S^ftem,  iretdjcS  o^ne  3^cife(  in  mau== 
c^er  §infic^t  beffer  ift,  aU  ber  friil)cre  ^J^angel  jebeS  (2t)ftent§,  ftc^cn  bie 
©diwarjen  unmittclbar  unter  ber  Sontrolle  unb  ber  ©cwalt  ber  ^rofoffe, 
bercn  jcbcm  ein  geiuiffer  !Diftrift  ber  '!]3(antagenregion  angeiuicfen  ift.  !Diefc 
^rofoffcn-^Iffiftcntcn  finb  gcmol)nUd}  innge  ^eamte  nieberen  9tange«,  Offi* 
jiere,  |)au|)tleute  obcr  Siciitennntg.  <3ic  luerben  in  ttn  §aufent  ber 
^flanjer  em^faugen  unb  mit  ciner  gewiffcn  2ld)tnng  be^onbelt.  Tlan  fann 
faum  ent)artcn,  ba^  biefctben  foli^cm  (Sinflufj  unberfteljeu,  obcr  ba^  fie  nidjt 
oft,  of)ne  e§  3n,tniffcn,  bie  Onftrumente  ber  ^flangcr  ttjcrbcn,  um  bie  farbi^ 
gen  SIrbeiter  ju  Dpfern  grower  Ungcred;ttgfeit  unb  fd)ted)ter  ^c^anblung 
ju  mad)en. 

Gin  reblidjcr  imb  compctentcr  3^i^9<^r  ^<^[fcn  5lu§fage  id^  ^ier  mitt{)cilc, 
fagt :  r>3^  erflarc  offen,  ba§  bie  "^rofoffe  ben  5lrbeitern  auf  ben  ^flan- 
jungcn  nid)t  ®erec^tig!eit  iuiberfol)ren  liej^en.    @ie  tragen  nid^t  ©orge,  bnf 
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bit  ^efe^te  be§  ©eneral  ^axiU  auSgefit^rt  werbcn.  Stuf  dtclen  ^ftan^un* 
gen  ift  ^a§>  ^ett[d}en  noc^  erlaubt,"  Tltl)v  a(§  ein  ^eifpiel  tion  grower 
gafjrlafi'igfeit,  Ungerei^tigteit  unb  SOIipraud)  finb  ber  eommi[fiou  befannt 
geinorbeit. 

S)er  ^lan  beS  ®encra(  ^anU  ift  erft  feit  ju  furjer  ^eit  in  5lmDenbimg 
gebra^t,  al§  ba§  man  be[fen  DoHen  3Sertf)  bcurtl)eilen  !bnnte.  5(ber,  toic 
idj  foeben  [agte,  im  ©anjen  unb  al§  eine  t  e  m  p  o  r  a  r  e  (Sinridjtung  mirb 
berfelbe  flir  be[[er  ge^altcn,  al^  SUIeS,  was  bi§I)er  in  bent  S^e|3artement 
terfndjt  raurbe.  ^(§  ein  pernmnenteS  8t}ftcm  (jat  berfelbe  gro^e  SJccinget. 
©I'ften^  iiberUl^t  es  ben  2trbeitgebern  unb  '^rofoffen  gnfammen,  bie  Strbei- 
ter  in  Slaffen  ein^utljeikn,  \va?>  in  ber  3:i)at  nid)t3  tneiter  ift,  aU  e§  'Otn 
^f[an5ern  allein  itberlaffen.  ©ann  fe^t  baffclbe  o^ne  SxUcffidjt  auf  bie 
gal}igf'eiten  unb  SBunfdjc  ber  9lrbetter  ober  auf  bie  Soncurren^  beg  9lrbeit0- 
marfte^  ben  2oI)n  ber  'il\:imt  feft. 

®ritten§  beftimmt  c§,  ba§  ^(eibung  un'b  Ceben^unterljatt  ber  5lrbeiter 
unb  t()rer  ^aininen  bcm  llrtl)ci[e  be3  "^ftanserS  in  ^ejug  auf  ha^r  h^a§ 
not{)iDenbig  ift,  itberlaffen  tnerbe,  attcrbingg  ntit  ber  g'veifjeit  fiir  ben  3(r= 
beiter,  biefe  ^ieferuugeu  gegen  monatlid)  $8  fitr  Slrbeiter  ber  erften  ^(affe 
ititb  im  2$erf)a(tni§  fitr  ben  ber  anberen  ^laffeu  auS^ntaufdieu. 

3Barc  haQ  ju  erreidjeube  S^d  nur,  „ben  Sieger  jur  3trbeit  gu  jluingen," 
unb  3U)ar  in  einem  bauernben  ^uftanbe  ber@uborbination  unb  Untermitr* 
figfcit,  fo  U)itrbe  bicfe  5inorbnung  jipccfma^tg  genug  feiu.  Stber  mil  man 
au§  bem  i)tegcr  ein  932itg(icb  ber  ©efetlfc^aft  ntac^en,  ba§  fid^  felbft  tx^aitt 
mtb  tiertfjeibige,  bann  utu^  man  il)n  in  eine  !^age  briugen,  in  loetdjer  er 
ben  SBert^  feiner  Sirbeit  felbft  beftimmen  faun,  unb  i()m  bie  SL^erantlttort- 
(idjfeit  fitr  feine  unb  feiner  ^^amilie  (Sj:iftenj  itnb  2BoI)IfaI)rt  itberlaffen. 

2(t§  aUgemciuer  ©runbfa^  ift  bieS  gu  einfad^  unb  unloiberlegbar,  um 
eine§  ^en^eifeS  ju  bebitrfeu.  Qn  bcm  gegemDiirtigen  ^uftanbe  be§  ®otf* 
3!)e|.iartement§  mag  e§  nidjt  3ir)ecfma^ig  fein,  benfelben  gegemucirtig  tiot(= 
ftciitbig  in  Sluwenbuug  gu  briugen ;  aber  bie  temporare  Slnna^me  be3  ent= 
gegengefe^ten  ^rinsipeS  fodte  uidjt  aB  bie  ©ruubfage  cine§  bauernben 
Sl)ftem§  augeuommen  ujerben  biirfen,  benu  biefeS  ttiitrbe  fid;  nur  toenig 
oon  ber  <8flauerei  fetbft  unterfdjeiben. 

^n  33ejug  auf  bie  ^laffencintfjeilung,  iBeHeibung  unb  ben  80'^ntarif 
fdjeint  mir  ber  "iptau  be§  §erru  3Sm.  ^.  SJZellen,  Slgenten  be§  ©taat6= 
fd}a^=X)epartementS  gu  9^atd)e3,  ben  ina^ren  ^rinjipien  ber  ®ere(^tigfeit 
am  ucidjften  ju  fommen,  ireldje  gipifdjcn  iitn  Slrbeitern  unb  SIrbeitgeberu  ju 
[ieobad)ten  finb.  ®iefem  'iplaue  gemciB  finbet  bie  ^laffeneint{)eilnng  Dor 
Dcr  ^nftcHung  ber  2{rbciter  ftatt,  unb  biefen  ift  geftattet,  fid)  felbft  ju  tU'u 
Den.  ®er  \?of)ntarif  ift  and)  I)icr  Don  ber  Obrigfeit  feftgeftellt,  tt^aS,  U)ie 
fdjou  gefagt,  nur  burd;  bie  9^otl)iDenbigt'eit  geredjtfertigt  luerbcn  !aun,  ia 
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ber  man  fid;  kfinbet,  "aa^  berSlrbeiter  unter  ben  befonberen  33er^attnt[fen, 
in  bie  ber  l^rieg  il)n  oerfc^t,  befd}u^t  tnerben  mu| ;  aber  ^ier  nal)evt  fic^ 
ber  8o{)ntarif  dielme^r  bem  ^reife  be«  offenttidjen  2)]arfteS. 

9^ac^  §rn.  aDiellen'^  %^ia\\  finb  alle  gefunbe  <^er[onen 

3tt)i[djen  bem  20.  unb  40.  3a()re  Slrbeiter  9to.  1 ; 
gtDifdjen  bem  15.  unb  19.  nub  40.  unb  50.,  9^o.  2 ; 
3tt)iid)en  bem  12.  unb  Ik  nub  iiber  50.,  ))lo.  3. 

3:)er8o^n  fiir  manntidje  Slrbeiter  9fio.l  ift$25  monatlic^,  91o.  2,  $20; 
unb  Ta.  3,  $15. 

gur  weiblidje  Strbeitcr,  je  nad)  ben  Derfc^iebcnen  ^toffen,  $18,  $14 
unb  $10. 

^nbiuibnen,  n)eld)e  an  !orper(id)en  2JJancjeIn  ober  ^ranf^eiten  leiben, 
bilbcn  bie  4.  ^lia\\t  unb  njevben  uerI)o(tnifemapic3  bejaf)It.  'Rati)  §rn. 
2)teUen'o  Sl)ftem  f)aben  bie  5Irbeitgeber  eincn  i)inreid)enben  33orratI)  an 
poffenbcn  0eibuug«ftiicten  ju  tjoltcn  unb  biefelben  mit  einem  ®eit)inne  don 
10  '"l^ro^cnt  bed  lioftenpreifeS  an  cerfaufen. 

X)er  5(rbeit«tarif,  icildjer  im  ®otf=5)e|3artement  feftgefe^t  ift,  ift  fiir  bie 
berfd)icbencn  ^laffen  ber  SIrbeiter  $8,  $6,  $5  monatUd),  nebft  tieibung, 
ober  ftatt  berfelben  S3  monatlid).  ilud;  mu§  in  biefem  3^epartement  ber 
SIrbcitcr,  ber  einmal  feinen  Slrbcitgeber  geipci^lt  f)at,  ein  3at)r  bei  if)m 
bleiben.  SKci^renb  e§  allerbing^  unter  irgenb  einem  ein^ufiifjrcnbcn 
@l)ftcme  unjuicifelbar  tion  ber  f)bd)ften  SSidjtigfeit  ift,  ba^  ber  farbige 
Slrbcitcr  bie  'Jtatur  unb  bie  ^BerbinbOdjfeit  begreife  unb  im  frciniiUig 
eingegangenen  Grfiillung  berfelben  ange^alten  luerbe,  ift  bod)  biefc  gc* 
jujungcne  33crpfUd)tung  im  ^rinjijje  fiir  unred)t  an^ufet)cn,  fie  fii{)rt  ju 
>D?ipbri1udjen  unb  faun  nur  al^  t)oriibergeI)enbe  2)?a^regel  ber  ^iotljlDenbig^ 
feit  gebulbet  werbien. 

®a§  ©l}ftcm  be^  ©eneral^  SanfS  forgt  an^  fiir  bie  (Srjie^nng  ber  far= 
bigen  ^inber  auf  ben  'iptantagen  unb  fiir  bie  ©riinbung  oon  (S|jarbanfen 
fiir  bie  freien  Strbeiter ;  biefen  beibcn  33erfiigungen  gab  bie  Sommiffion 
i^ren  nollen  iBeifaU. 

3d)  t)alte  e^  ^ier  nic^t  fiir  notl)ig,  bie  tierfd)iebencn  (S^fteme  au§fii]^r» 
(idjer  ju  beljanbeln.  5(nd^  beabfidjtige  id)  nid)t,  bie  angcnommenen  ^Idnc 
3U  ftreng  ju  fiitifiren ;  benn  e8  gefc^at)  o^ne  3*^^ifcl  in  ber  beftcn  2Ibfid)t 
unb  urn  ben  bringenben  ^ebiirfuiffcn  ^u  entfprcdjen,  lueldje  auiS  ber  33er* 
iDirrung  unb  bem  Sl)ao§  l)en)orgingen,  ba^  mitten  in  biefem  gro§en  flriegc 
auf  ben  3"fan^"if"^i^"c^  beg  atten  (S^fteme^  folgte.  ^eineS  aber  ber  an* 
gefUtjrten  S^fteme  fdjcint  nn«  genitgenb  ta^  9xed)t  ber  ©man3i))irten,  in 
(cinen  eigenen  2lngelegenl)citcn  ein  Sort  mit3urcben,  ju  ad)ten,  nod)  gcniis 
5enb  in'§  2luge  ju  faffen,  ba^  eg  bag  I)oI)e  (inbsici  fcin  foK,  biefclbcn  t)eran* 
juer3ict)en  3ur  <2elbftcontrotle,  3um  <SeIbftocrtrauen  unb  3ur  ^2lugiibung  ber 
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9?c(^tc  unb  grfilllung  bcr  ^15fUd}ten  be?  cinilifirten  ScbenS.  ®te§  muf 
natiirtic^  ba§  ^Berf  bcr  ^dt  [cin.  Slbcr  ntmmt  man  ntcf)t  fc^Ieunigft  cip 
©t)ftem  an,  melrfjc?  bic[e  ^wccfe  old  bic  crftcn  unb  aid  ©runbbcbingunger 
auffteUt,  fo  werbcn  bte  t()at)ocIjltc^c  i^reiljeit  unb  bie  fiinftige  2Bo^(faI)rt  bei 
emanjipirten  ^eBblferung  md)t  ineuiger,  aU  bie  gro^en  3nterc[fen  ber  3n- 
bititbuen,  ineldje  tion  beren  freimUUgen,  ein|id}tgt)o(len  unb  geredjt  hdo^n 
ten  2lrbeit  ab^angen,  ernftlid),  irenn  nirf)t  Derbcrblid)  in  ®cfaf)r  gefel^t. 

aiber  nad)  bcm  Urtf)cite  bcr  Conuniffion  liegt  bcr  gro^e  3rrtl)um  bei 
gegenn)artigen  ginridjtung  fitr  bie  23erpflcgung  unb  ^efdjii^un-g  biefer  ^e-- 
dblferung  barin,  bo^  mon  bie  33cnnattung  ber  ucrlafjenen  ^lantagen  unb 
bk  23erfiigung  iiber  biefclbcn  einer  gctfjciltcn  2lgcntur  sugeujiefen  ^at  dt 
iBurbt  3U  tDcit  fit^rcn,  bie  unocrmciblidjen  Uebel  unb  ajJiprdudje  bie[ei 
ginrid)tung  bi§  in'd  Giu^elne  ju  [d}ilbern.  ©d  geniige  bie  Grlliirung,  baf 
biefelbc  bic  CucIIe  bcr  gro^ten  53crn)irrung  unb  bcftanbiger  (^ollifion  gwi-- 
fd}en  ben  t)erfcf)icbcncn  ^ofalautoritcitcn  ift,  burcf)  n^clc^e  nic^t  nur  bic  eman^ 
gipirte  ^eoblferung  fclbft,  fonbcrn  aud)  bic  9xegierung  ben  gro^ten  9coc^= 
t^eil  unb  [djtrcre  3?crlufte  crtciben. 

©cncral  ^an!«  [agt  in  bcm  [d)on  cifter  ongefii^rten  ^riefe :  „T)k  ^n^ 
ireifung  ber  t«rla[|encn  unb  ccrfaKcncn  ^lontagen  an  ein  9^egierungd=!De- 
|3artcment  unb  bic  ber  ^e[d}ii^ung  unb  bed  Unterf)a(tcd  ber  cmanjipirten 
^eoblferung  an  ein  onbercd  i[t  bcr  ©runbirrtljum,  bcr  unbcrei^cnbared 
Uebct  dcrurfad)t  unb  nidjt  ju  bolb  dot(!ommcn  be[eitigt  ttcrben  fann." 

3n  bemfclben  (Sinne  fpred}en  fid)  afle  ^euQttiffe  QuS,  wtiijt  bic  gom- 
miffion  er'f)a(ten  fonnte,  nid)t  nur  in  bcm  ©olf^'l^cpartemcnt,  fonbern  iiber= 
all.  O^nc  ^i^Q"^^^  ftinnnen  in  biefcm  Urt^eile  afle  3)tanner,  feien  fie  in 
offijicfler  ©teflung  ober  nidjt,  bie  nid)t  bie  buri^  biefe  Stnorbnung  gebotene 
©clcgen^citen  ju  Unterfdjieifcn  bcnu^cn,  mit  bem  ©cncral  ^anU  iibcrcin. 
DI)ne  3ludna^mc  ertlarcn  afle,  ba^  fein  ©Ijftcin,  bad  nidjt  einer  unb  ber* 
fclben  ^e^orbe  bie  33ertt)altung  bcr  Dcrlaffcnen  ^lantagcn  unb  bie  S3cr* 
fiigung  bcrfelben  unb  ^^citung  lr>ie  ber  <Bd)nii  bcr  emanjipirten  5Irbeiter, 
rcelc^e  bicfelben  bebauen  foflcn,  itbertrage,  feine  bic  gro^cn  in'd  2{ugc  ge* 
fasten  ^wcdt  errcic^cn. 

g^tad)  bcr  forgfaltigften  Untcrfuc^ung  bin  ic^  beDofliuaditigt,  3U  fageu, 
ba^  bied  i>a§  beftimmte  Urtlieil  ber  Sommiffion  ift. 

Senn  ed  mir  gelungen  ift,  in  ber  doraudge^cnbcn  pd)tigen  (Sd)itberung 
bcr  ?age  ber  ®inge  in  bcm  9Jciffiffip|)it^aIe  bic  3tt)ei  ujcfentlic^cn  (Slemente 
bcr  alten  ®ftat)cngcfeflfd)aft  in  i^rcm  n)a^ren  2id)te  ju  ^cigcn,  fo  mu^ 
baraud  notfjwenbiger  SBcife  bk  innerc  3?atur  bed  5tntagonidmud  ^ertior- 
ge^en,  toelc^er  bafelbft  bcr  erfolgrcidjen  (Sinflt^rung  bt^  @^ftcmd  bcr  freien 
3Irbcit  unb  ber  politifd^cn  S^cconftruction  auf  bcr  ©runblagc  bcffclbcn  im 
SBege  ftef)t.    !Die  Unterfu^ung  einer  jeben  @ftat)cngefeflfd)aft  in  jebem 
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?anbe  fii^rt  ju  bcmfelbcn  ©cf)(uffc.  ®ie  ©c^toterigfeit  Itcgt  nid)t  in  bejti 
enianjiiJirten  ©ftaben,  fonbern  in  ben  alten  ^errcn,  bte  t>on  if)xcv  alttn 
SSerbtenbung  bcfangen  biciben.  Qd)  tocif^  tt)ol)0  ba^  man  biS^er  biefc 
^(a[fe  ber  §crren  allgcmcin  al§  cine  ^or|jer[c^aft  Don  aj^cinnern  [cfiilberte, 
{jcroorragenb  bnrd^  StaatSmannfdjaft,  poIitt[rf)e  3Sci§I)cit  nnb  foctalen  Stn- 
ftanb.  (S«  ift  vootjl  je^t  tanm  notI)tg,  bie[e§  Urt^etl  iiber  biefelben  toeiter  ju 
beftrciten,  aU  baburd),  \ia^  man  fagt,  e«  gibt  norf)  cin  anbereS  Urt^eil  iiber 
fie,  ha^  eben[o  innerlidj  begriinbet  unb  lueit  iridjtigcr  i[t,  luof)!  derftanben 
3U  trerben. 

2:ante  ^[)i(Ii?,  bie  atte  ®f(at)in  nnb  ^bdjin  beg  l^ijc^ft  e^renttiert^en  unb 
Jt)o]^(f)abenben  3'o'^n  ^opt,  ^flanjer  ju  <Bt  ^elcna,  ergctljlte  mir  Don  ben 
il^eiben  unb  ©ranfomtciten,  bie  fie  lange  auf  ber  '5)3(antagc,  onf  bcm  53oben, 
Quf  bem  fie  jeljt  aU  freieg  S3?cfen  ftanb,  erbulbct  l^atte ;  —  :pto^Iid;  ^ielt 
fie  mitten  in  i^rer  (Srjciljlung  ein,  aU  tt)enn  ein  neneS  Sic^t  in  i()re  miibe 
unb  dern)irrte  (Secle  gebrungen  wave,  unb  mit  eincm  ®ti(f  nac^  bem 
f)immel  rief  fie  ou§  :  ,Ma]\a,  eS  ift  ma^r,  aJJaffa  ^ope  tel)rte  un§,  @otl 
fei  geftorben."  ®ie§  mar  i(}r  Urtl)eil  iiber  bie  ^erren  unb  i^re  (SrHSrung 
ber  (5rfd)cinungen,  meld)e  fie  in  bem  gc^rimen  Onnern  be§  fojialcn  CcbenS 
beobac^tet  ^tte,  beren  ©riinber  unb  Dber^iiupter  fie  maren.  Slud)  ift 
biefelbe  !cine§megg  unfternunftig,  benn  mat)rlid),  fitr  90?enfdjen,  bie  fo 
ganj  unb  gar  ba§  ©afein  be«  (5benbilbe§  ©otteS  untcr  ber  fdjmarjen 
^aut  tjatten  bergeffcn  lernen,  bie  fie  oft  mit  ^eitfd)enf)ieben  3erriffen  l;atten, 
roar  ein  foldjer  ®eban!e  burd^auS  uid)t  unnotiirlid). 

Sie  bem  aud)  fci,  3:i)atfad)e  ift  eS,  ba§  bk  ©fladcn^erren  mit  grimmt* 
gem  §od)mutf)e  fic^  briiftenb,  t)on  ber  groj^cn  unb  freicn  ^cmegung  ber  be* 
mofratifdjen  ®efellfc^aft  unb  Sioilifation  iljreS  2anbe§  >tnb  ^'^itatterS  in 
:53e3ug  auf  fid)  felbft  fott)oi)t  al6  auf  bie  2BeIt  um  fie  t)er  fonberbare,  irr* 
t^iimlidje  Stnfidjten  gemonnen  ^ahm.  Wit  bem  53emu^tfeiu  i^re§  unbe* 
ftreitbarcn  53efi^c§  grower  Sanbe^ftreden  unb  arbeitenber  ©flaDen,  ift  e3 
gcmi^  md)t  fonberbar,  ta^  ber  9iaufd)  ber  unbefdjranften  ©emalt  unb 
^crrfd)aft  il)ncn  in  ben  topf  ftcigenb  nic^t  nur  il}r  ©etbftbemu|3tfein,  fon* 
Deru  and;  atle  5^-aI)ig!eit,  bie  2Ba()r()cit  unb  baQ  3Befcn  ber  ^anblungen  unb 
I)inge  gu  erfaffen,  big  ^n  bcm  ©robe  oerbarb,  ba^  fie  ba§  monftrubfeftc 
2t)ftem  ber  organifirten  ^arbaren  fitr  bo8  I)bd)ftc,  l)errlid)fte  'iprobult  alter 
3cita(tcr  ^icttcn  unb  in  bcffen  Grijaltung  ba§  |)an|)tjiel  ber  ©efeOfdjaft 
erblidten.  SSeldjen  aBertI)  t)atte  in  it)ren  5tugcn  bie  Gonftitutiou,  bie  9Jc* 
gicruug,  unfer  Canb  im  S^ergleid)  mit  ben  Ontcrcffcu  il)rcr  don  ®t)tt  cm 
gefet^ten  Drbnung  ber  Swinge  unb  il)re§  ©tlaoenbcfi^cg. 

i£c(tcn  )]attt  bie  moralifc^e  53orfe{)ung  ber  SS^elt  eg  mit  ciner  fo  gan^* 
tid)en  ®linbt)cit  unb  a3crborbeuI}eit  gu  tt)un.  '^nx  mit  jencr  Piaffe  don 
ai)lanneinfann  man  eg  derglcid)cn,  beren  9iegime  amSnbe  bcgle^ten  .^afjr* 
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^unbcrtS  in  g^rcutfreid)  in  if)rem  cigeiten  ^(ute  erfticft  tourbe.  T)it'- 
fer  alte  „W)d"  luar  offenbar  eben[o  betl)ort  burd)  |)od|mut^  unb  ©ertng-- 
[djci^ung,  at§  bcr  nenc  „2lbe("  bcr  ©ftaocnpcitfdjc.  <Sie  [djeinen  bie  armcF 
tDct^ljautigen  Slrbeiter,  oon  beren  9}iitf)cn  fie  2^au[enb  Qal)vc  tang  geleb 
nnb  in  9icid)tl)um  gefc^luelgt  t)attcn,  ebcn  [o  Derac^tet  ju  ^aben,  a(S  irgenb 
ein  ®f(at)cn^tter  fcin  fdjtraqe^  2aft»ief)  t)era(^tetc.  Tlan  erjaljlt  oor 
einem  bicfer  Stbtigen,  bem  ©rafen  Don  St)aro(ai§,  ben  ©ulaure  ba§  aJZobe' 
eineS  genboll^errn  [einer  ^t'lt  nennt,  bo^  er  fid)  oft  3um  ^eitocrtreib  ®ad^r 
berfer  don  ben  benac^barten  ^aufern  ()crabfd)o|3 ;  fief  einer  berfelben  tobf 
ober  bermnnbet,  fo  tear  e§  fUr  i^n  nnb  feine  ©cfa^rten  S3eranlaffung  ju 
grower  Selnftigung.  £)l)ne  3^"^ifft  '^^^'  ^'^^^  f^^  ^¥^  ^i"  ^^^^  fo  genn^r 
reid)e^  ^eft,  als  bie  f)iebe  bcr  SKagenricmenp^itfd^  auf  bem  9xltdcn  eine5 
cuf  ben  Soben  geftredten  nadten,  fdjwangern  SBeibeg  e§  fiir  ^ararbt),  ben 
®f(at)enf)alter  t)on  ©itb^^SaroIina,  e§  iraren,  beffen  ©riiuelt^aten  in  bem 
^aupt^iSeridjte  bcr  Sommiffion  gef^ilbert  finb. 

Unb  bennod)  fdjetnt  e«,  ba^  jene  2Ib(tgcn  nid)t  fo  ttcf  gefunfen  luorcn, 
ttjie  ber  §err  bcr  2^ante  '^pijiUiS.  ©ie  glaubten  nidjt,  „ba^  ®ott  geftorben 
fei."  Q^x  ©laube  tnar  ber,  ben  cine  ^ofbame  don  CubiDigXV.  fo  ^nuer^ 
fic^tlid^  au^fprai^,  al§  fie  don  irgenb  einem  (S^aroIaiS  rebete,  ber  jur 
itRedjcnfdjaft  in  ber  anbern  2Be(t  gernfen  it»ar :  „33er(affen  ©ie  fid)  boranf, 
mein  §err,  ®ott  n)irb  fid)  ^idcimal  bebenfen,  e'^e  er  einen  2l?amt  biefen 
?Range§  derbammt !"  (5§  bebnrfte  ber  ®d)reden§Ijerrf(^aft  unb  ber  ®ui(« 
(otine,  um  biefen  atten  Slbet  don  feiner  iBct^t)rung  3n  ^cilen.  T)a^ 
Ueberma^  ber  ^erbtenbung  ber  ®f(adcn^(ter  in  bem  gegentuartigcn  gran* 
famen  ^riege  fc^eint  anjubcutcn,  ba^  fiir  fie  eine  af)n(ic^e  §eiImet{)obe  ber 
SSorfe^ung  nbt^ig  war. 

SBie  bem  and)  fei,  'ij'dtk  nxdjt  beren  :Set^brnng  nnb  3Serbtenbnng  ben 
©eift  unb  ba6  ^erj  be§  ganjcn  3SoIfe§  ber  23er.  (gtaatcn  unb  beffen  !Die* 
ner  angeftedt  unb  bemorolifirt  gc{)abt,  fo  iritrbe  ber  n3cfentnd)e  Sf)arafter 
ber  2Jieifterf(^aft  unb  ber  gan5(id)cn  Undcrtraglidifeit  ii)re§  53eftc()cn§  mit 
bem  nnferer  freien  bemo!ratifd)en  3nftitntionen  unb  mit  unferer  Gidilifa* 
tion  langft  erfannt  n:)orbcn  fein  unb  man  mitrbe  nic^t  gejogert  ^aben,  benv 
gema^  o^ne  ^i^eibentigfeit  unb  9titdf)o(t  gu  I)anbe(n. 

^ebe  Unterfnd^ung  ber  ^ranf^cit,  in  tttelc^er  fic^  je^t  ber  ©taatgbiirger 
abquiitt,  ent^iillt  al«  ^au|)tfa^e  ha§>  atte  |)errentf)um.  ^n  il)m  liegt  ber 
^eim  ber  tronff)eit,  er  entf)a(t  \ia^  13eftgift,  burc^  melc^e§  bie  ganje  ^a* 
tion  angeftedt  ift.  !Diefer  Samen  unferer  9lationaIune^re,  ber  ^luflbfung, 
beS  ^obeS  n)urbe  au§  5(frifa  gebrac^t  unb  im  .f)erbfte  1G20  an  ben  Ufern 
be§  3ame§  9xider  in  33irginia  auSgcfd^ifft,  in  bemfclben  Qa^rc,  in  njcl^em 
bie  ^ifgerdiiter  mit  ben  l?eimen  unfere§  9ktionaIIebeng,  unferer  Giditifo- 
tion  imb  unfereS  9tu{)meS  an  bem  'i)3(^mout^=geIfen  tanbeten.    ®iefc§  der=» 
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berblirfje  ©ift  ucrbrettcte  fic^  unb  na^m  on  ^eftigfcit  311  itto^renb  me^i 
aU  200  3tt^re«/  t)U  bie  glcbcrl)i^e  irrtf)umli^  fiir  btcblii^cnbe  garbe  bet 
@cfmibl)cit  9el)atten  murbc ;  bi§  bie  ©pi^en  beg  Don  it)m  erjeugten  berg» 
I)o^cii  @c[en[c^aftgge[d)iuure§  aH  ©ipfel  ber  nationalen  gultur,  be§  9^etrf)« 
t^ums,  bc§  9?u^me§  betradjtet  wiirben.  ;J)an{en  wix  ®ott,  bn§  e«  3ulc^l 
aufbrad)  nub  ben  9lugen  SUIcr  [eiue  [d)eu^Iid)e  $iiefc  fo  ent^unte,  ba^  ber 
untuiffciibftc  l^e^rling  in  ber  fenntui^  be§  fosialen  unb  ^otitifc^en  SBoI)!-- 
fetnS  unb  in  ber  @taat§ir)i[fen[d)oft  nidjt  langcr  me{)r  fir^  tiiufdien  fann 
iiber  bie  9^otur  biefeS  UcbciS  unb  bie  xvaijxc  |)eiImetf)obe. 

SBo^rlii^,  banten  irir  ®ott,  ta^  nntcr  ber  25}irfung  feiner  unenbtid;  hjei* 
fen  uiib  unerbittlid)en  ©efe^e  baiS  bcinal)e  400  Qa\)xt  a(te  Unternel)men 
be§  irci^cn  9}?anne6,  bie  Diegerroce  il)rcr  2(rbeit  gu  berauben  unb  fid)  bamit 
ju  bereic^ern,  feinem  Untcrgonge  cntgegengel)t.  9^ie  wax  auf  ber  Srbe  ein 
erftounnngSJDert^erer  ^(nn  ber  menfd)lidjen  i2elbftfud)t  unb  beg  Unrec^tg 
cntiDorfen  unb  txirfolgt  irorben.  SDZan  netjute  i^n  Don  feinem  ^eginne  in 
Den  ©ffaftenjagben  in  Ifrifa,  in  U)etd)en  im  3)urd)fd)nitt  jittei  menfd^Iii^e 
SBefen  fltr  je  cincn  ©efangenen  umfommcn  foUen  ;  nton  fotge  i^m  bur^ 
Die  namenlofen  ©raufaniteiten  ber  Ueberfal)rt  in  bem  ^^^'ifc^'^nbecf,  auf 
rceldjcr,  n^ie  inon  bcredjuet  \)atf  me^r  a(g  jlrei  2}hUionen  menfdjtii^e  ^ox^ 
ptx  lebenbi^  ober  tobt  in  bie  (See  geftitrjt  wurben,  bis  ju  feiner  enblid)en 
Slugfii^rung  auf  biefem  Continent,  wldje  ein  riefen{)afte§  (St)ftein  organic 
firter  Unmenfd)Iid)feit  unb  •53arbarei  barbietct,  unb  man  inirb  finben,  ba^ 
[ebeS,  ciDilifirten  33oIfern  befannteg  S3erbred)en  bcgangen  ujurbe. 

Unb  e§  fonnte  nidjt  anberS  fein ;  bie  9^atur  fclbft  beS  Unterne^men§ 
mad)te  ba^  ^ege^en  afler  33erbred)en  ju  einem  notljiuenbigen  (SIcmente  ber 
erfolgreici^en  5Jlu6fii^rung.  Setrad)tc  man  alfo  ta^  (Sftaoereifljftem  ein* 
fad)  in  bem  Si(^te  feiner  eigcnen  legitimcn  Operationen,  fo  ivirb  eg  ttiit 
JHcdjt  „bie  ©umme  oiler  ©d)anbtl)aten"  genannt.  betradjtet  man  eg  in 
bem  ^'id)te  feineg  ©runbgebanfeng,  feiner  eigenen  innern  9^atnr,  fo  trdgt 
eg  in  fid)  eine  noc!^  gro^ere  (Sd)ulb,  benn  eg  beabfi^tigt  nidjt  nur  in  ber 
liJloxai  unb  ber  ©efe^gebung  ben  alter  menfc^Iii^en  (Eitiitifation  ju  ©runbe 
tiegenben  Unterfd)ieb  jn^ifdjcn  ^erfon  unb  (5igentt)um  aufjuljeben,  fonbern 
aud)  in  etner  ganjen  9^ace  ben  gottlid^en  i^-un!en  ju  erfticfen,  luetdjer  bie 
'JDienfc^^cit  fdjafft  unb  biefer  S3erfdjiebenf)eit  if)ren  Sert^  gibt.  ©0  Itber^ 
fteigt  an  iBebeutung  unb  2tbfi(^t  bag  ©tta»ereift)ftem  alte  hjeltlidjen  33er* 
bre^en,  bercn  ^xocd  eg  ift,  bie  innere  ©runblage  beg  unfterblidjcn  CebenS 
ju  untergraben. 

S^iur  in  bem  fiird)terlic^en  •53ranb  beg  gegenttiartigen  ^riegeg  fcingt  bie 
roa^re  ::)?atur  ber  aj?cifterfd)aft  unb  bag  auf  fie  gcgriinbete  (Sffanereifljftem 
an,  t)on  bem  33o(fe  in  il)rem  ganjen  2id)te  erbtidt  ju  luerben.  2Bir  fonnen 
roo^t  glauben,  ba%  irenn  bie  je^t  t)or  \id)  geljenbe  gro^e  $HeDo(ution  atte 
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5'ntcrcffen  unb  Sctbenfrf)aftcn  biefcS  ©ijftems  unb  aOc  burc^  e§  er^cugte 
a^crblcnbung  unb  iSct^orung  ^iniueggeriffen  ^at,  e«  bent  fiinftigcn  ®e[rf)irf)t* 
fdjreiber  fcf)wcr  fein  ttirb,  fi^  hm  3uftanb  ber  offentUc^en  a)Zcinung  ju 
dcrgegennjarttgen  ober  ju  bcnfen,  in  Joelc^em  bic  ©riiuel  bie[e5  ®l)ftem3 
nicfjt  nur  fur  unfc^ulbig  ge^atten,  fonbern  aud^  ^ier  in  Slmerifa  at3  ujefent^ 
liclje  iBeftanbt^cile  beg  gro^en  ©^ftemS  bemofratifd^er  ^^reifjeit  unb  d)xi]t^ 
lidjer  (iiDilifation  angenommen  wurben. 

9cod)  befinben  n)ir  un§  mitten  in  biefer  9?eDt)Iution.  S^x  gropes  SBer! 
ber  Regeneration  ber  SSernunft  unb  bc§  ©ewiffenS  ber  9lation  unb  beren 
offeutUdjer  Diener  ift  noi^  feine6tt»eg§  doflenbet.  (Einem  ^o^en  ©efe^e  ber 
moralifdjen  ^orfetjung  gcmii^  mu§  ber  ^ampf  fortbauern,  big  beibe  gerei-- 
nigt  finb  t)on  ber  moralifd^en  unb  politif^en  -^eflecfung  unb  ben  ©iegen, 
\vtid)c  bie  (gflatjerei  l^ier  er^^ugte,  unb  big  bag  23oIf  unb  feine  9^egierung 
mit  ganjem  iper3en  unb  in  ber  nm^ren  Dollen  ^ebeutung  bie  ,4eIbfteDiben^ 
ten  Sa^r^eiten"  ber  gro^en  !3)e!(aration  annef)men,  „ba§  afle  0}?enfc^en 
gteid^  erfi^affen  finb,  "Da^  fie  t)on  iljrem  ©c^bpfer  mit  unt)erau§erlid)en 
9?ed)ten  hti^aht  finb,  ba§  Seben,  grei^eit  unb  bag  Streben  nad)  ©lucffeligfeit 
fic^  unter  benfelben  befinben."  !Denn  feien  ujir  iiber^cugt,  biefe  S55a^rf)eiten 
ent^alten  bie  ilcime,  bie  ^cbengfrcifte  afler  nationolen  2So^(fat)rt  unb  Q.\XiU 
lifation,  unb  bo§  mir  atg  33oIf  einen  ^iai^  in  ber  ®efd)ii^te  finben  fonnen. 

^^n  alien  moglic^en  offijiellen  ^roftamationen  unb  2)?anifeften  ift  gu 
h)ieber^o(ten  DJZalen  erficirt  n)orben,  ^a^  luir  nur  fiir  bie  (gr^Itnng  unb 
SBicber^erftellung  ber  Union  ^tieg  fii^ren.  Stber  tttag  iriirbe  ber  ^uc^ftabe 
ber  SSerfaffung  iDert^  fein,  wenn  if)nni^t  jenc  „fe(bftet)ibenten  SSa^rt)eiten"' 
beleben.  Unb  tttag  wiirbe  bie  Union  fein  o^ne  bag  innere -53inbunggprin3i|), 
o^nc  bie  ouf  jcne  255a^r:^eiten  gegriinbete  lebcnbige  (Sin^eit? 

Sieberoereinigung  unb  bie  Sr^aftung  beg  n)irfUd)en  Cebeng  ber  donfti* 
tution  dertangen  ba^er  nic^t  nur  bie  ■33cfreiung  ber  Sflooenbetiotferung  Don 
i^ren  ®anben  unb  ber  Srniebrigung,  in  wetd^er  fie  burd)  bicfelben  ge^atten 
roerben,  fonbern  and}  bie  ganjlic^c  unb  befinitide  -Sefreiung  ber  ^errenbe^- 
oblferung  don  i^rer  ^errengettialt  unb  ber  in  i^r  licgenben  33erbfenbung 
unb  3Serberbt^eit.  !l)ieg  ift  bie  erfte  ^ebingung  eineg  jeben  dernitnftigen 
iBerfud^eg,  bie  freie  5lrbeit  unb  eine  beffere  fociale  Orbnung  in  ben  @f(aden= 
ftaoten  einjufii^ren,  ber  erfte  ©d^ritt  ju  einer  tt)at)rcn  unb  gutbegriinbeten 
:Reconftruftion,  benn  in  !einer  anberen  SBeife  fonnen  bie  9?ebeflenftaaten  je 
(Dieber  mit  einer  wirflid^  lo^aten,  bemo!rotifc^en,  ft»irt(i^  mitmirfenbcn 
53iirgerfd)aft  juritdgebrac^t  toerben. 

S)ieg  fii^rt  mid)  jur  ©artegung  ber  Witttt,  ujeld^e  bie  Sommiffion  fiir 
nbt{)ig  {)alt,  nm  ben  ^efdjUiffen  beg  Songreffeg  unb  ber  ^roHamation  beg 
^rafibenten  dom  3anuar  1863,  „ba§  bie  farbige,  burd)  biefelbe  emancipirte 
IBedblferung  fic^  felbft  dert^eibigen  unb  cr^atten  fonne,"  praftifc^e  j^otge 
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ju  gcbcn.  3)ie  Gommiffion  em|?fic^tt  bret  |)au|3tma^rcgctn.  ^cr  ^wtA 
bcr  erftcn  ber[e(ben  ift,  ben  garbigen  ba§  (Ett)i(rcd)t  auf  perfbnlidjc  5"vci()cit 
gcgen  jcbe  mbglidje  ®eemti-ac{)tigitng  imb  jcben  "3^weifel  baburd)  511  [idjcni, 
ba§  baffetbe  in  bcr  neuen  Orbnung  ber  S)inge  auf  biefelbe  breite  ^afid  gc:' 
ftcllt  iDcrbe,  auf  bcr  ba§  bcr  Sei^en  rul)t. 

^n  ber  Unab^angtgfcit^crflarung  m'ii  ben  ^ito  ber  3icd)tc,  ineldje  faft 
in  atten  Sonftitnttonen  bcr  ©taaten,  fclbft  in  benen  ber  (gftancnftaatcn, 
ent^atten  finb,  finb  ba§  9^ec^t  auf  |.icrfi)u(td)e  ^reil)cit  unb  aubcrc  a(i^  ^ler^ 
fonlid)e  ton  bem  @d)opfer  bcm  ^ubioibuum  DcrUe[)cne  ®aben,  al5  Slttribute 
bcr  inen[f^nd)cn  9?atur  bctrad)tet  unb  auSbriicflid)  iibcr  alien  (Eiugriff  Don 
•Scitcn  bcr  9xcgierung  geftcllt,  ipctl  fie  ju  ^cilig  finb,  unt  bic  ©iuinifdjung 
menfd)lic^er  ©cfc^gebnngen  jujutaffcn.  ©icfe  ©oftrin  ift  ber  ©djlu^ftcin 
unfercS  gau^en  ®^ftcm§  freier  bcmofratifd)er  ^nftitutiouen.  ©icfc  9icrfjte 
finb  ebcn  fo  ^cilig  in  ber  ^crfon  be6  g-arbigeu,  alg  bc§  2SciJ3cn,  unb  fotttc 
ang  jebcr  Seriicf ficfttignng  ber  ®ercd)tig!cit  gegcn  i^n,  fo  tnie  ber  2Bo(){faI)rt 
bc§  ®cn:cininefcn«  unb  ber  (SI)re  bcr  9^ation  i{)m  cbeufo  uubcbingt  gugefi^ 
d)crt,  il)ut  cbenfo  I)eili^  ge^alten  lucrben. 

1)k^  ift  am  fid)crften  burd)  ein  SImcnbemcnt  ju  bcr  (Souftitution  bcr 
S3cr.  ©taatcn  ju  ertt)irfen.  ®icfe  9}ia^rcgc(  liegt  bereit^  bcm  Gongrcffc 
Dor,  unb  obgleid)  nid)t  geuau  in  ber  oon  ber  Sommiffion  anempfo{)(cnen 
g-orm,  fdjcint  biefelbe,  bcfonbcrS  wcnn  don  anbcren  ©cfe^en  im  gtcidjcn 
©eifte  unb  mit  bcmfctben  ^wcdt  beglcitet,  geniigcnb,  ba§  t)orgefaf5te  grope 
3iet  gu  errcidjen,  unb  feber  ttiai)re  ^-rennb  bcS  baucrljaften  ^riebcn^,  ber 
^oljlfa^rt  unb  &)xt  uufereS  8anbe§  mu^  mit  ber  grb^ten  ©cljnfndjt  bcffeu 
2l(nua()me  crmarten. 

®ie  jmcite  2}?a^re^et  ift  !aum  bon  geringerer  SBiditigfeit  unb  in  Stube^ 
tradjt  bcr  (Srforbcrniffc  ber  f)eranna^enbcn  (Srifig  unb  bc§  gcgcmyartigcn 
©eifteg  unb  bcr  ©timmung  ber@tlat)ent)altcr  felbft  nod)  don  unmittelbarcrer 
5)ringlidj!eit,  al^  bie  erfte. '  ©obatb  bie  Sidifgetnaft  in  ben  OicbeUcnftaatcn 
tdiebcr^ergcftcKt  ift  unb  biefe  toieber  in  bic  Union  aufgcnommeu  finb,  fallt 
not{)rocnbiger  SBeife  ber  gro^ere  X^di  ber  Sidi(=  unb  |)o(itifd)eu  ^icdjtc  bcr 
53eido^ncr  unter  bie  3uri«biftion  unb  gontroUc  bcr  (2taatc-53eI)orbc.  -3u 
alien  bicfen  ©tauten  finb  bie  ^arbigen,  fclbft  bic,  meldjc  ftct^J  frci  luarcu, 
Deg  ®euuffe«  utter  politifdjeu  unb  mand}cr  bitrgcrlidjen  9ied)te  beraubt 
getdcfen.  SBeun  bo^er  ber  cmancipirten  :33edoIterung  i>k  bilrgerlidjcn  unb 
politifdjcn  9xC(^te  u{d)t  burd)  bie  S^ationalregiernug  dor  ber  SBicbcrjuIaffung 
ocr  9xebcIIenftaaten  gum  ^Suube  gefidjcrt  lucrbcn,  fo  njcrbe.n  biefelbcn  in  bie 
®efal)r  fommen,  tro^  „ber  Sefd)Iiiffe  bc§  (Songreffeg  unb  ber  'iproflamatiou 
De§  'i|3rafibenten"  feber  tl)atfdd)lid)cu  ?^rei{}eit  beraubt  gu  idcrbeu.  Sic  ein 
3euge  fagt,  beffeu  dertraute  53efauntfd)aft  mit  bem  ©eifte  ber  ^errcnCIaffc 
jctnen  Sorten  ®eu)id)t  gibt :  „(Ss  wdrc  ioeit  beffer  fiir  fie,  bei  ber  gegeu* 
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loftrtigcn  (Stimmung  ber  fiibdc^en  SBei^en  gegen  fie,  ©flaDcn  gu  fein,  aU 
e^nc  9Miona(=®aranticen  fiir  bie  Srljaltung  i{)rer  9ied)te  al«  freie  SJienfc^en 
gdaffen  ju  lucrben." 

®ie  probucirenbe  ^(affe  —  jene  piaffe,  bcrcn  Seben  ber  Slrbeit  gelpibmet 
.  ift  —  ift  unter  allm  ^Kegierung^fonnen  am  meiften  in  ©efa^r,  ba$  Opfer 
ber  iiid}tprobucirenben  lllaffe  311  iDerben,  ber  freie  3sit,  ^a|}itat  mib  jebiDcbc 
@elegen()eit  ^n  ©ebote  ftef)en.  Unter  ben  gimftigften  Umftiinben  bebarf 
ba^er  btefe  piaffe  am  meiften  ber  ©arantieen  fiir  i^re  biirgcrlidjen  unb 
poIitifd)en  9?ed)te.  Slber  bic  23er^attniffe  unb  bie  ©tellung  ber  enuincipiri 
ten  ^eDblferung  finb  t)od)ft  ungiinftig  unb  fritifd^.  O^ne  beren  eigenen 
Sillen,  oI)ne  oorI)ergegangcne  ^orbereitung  unb  nur  al^  eine  OJca^regel 
ber  nationaien  @e(bfterl)attuug  finb  fie  ^lo|Iid)  in  neue  unb  gan^,  uuDer^ 
fndjtc  iSejie^ungen  mit  eincr  feinblid)en,  toeit  fa{)igeren  unb  geinartteren 
iHaffe  geftiirjt  iporben.  <Bk  in  biefer  (gtellung  unt)ert{)eibigt  ber  3Bitl!itl)r 
i^rer  friit)eren  §erren  itbertaffen,  ^ie^e  in  bem  graufatnften  @inne  be3 
SBorteS  ,;i()nen  ha^  23crf|3redjen  Dor  bag  D^r  tiatten  unb  i^nen  bie  ^off- 
uung  nidjt  erfuKen." 

^ber  nidjt  nur  bie  9ZationaIe^re,  fonbern  oud)  ber  liinftige  ^^riebe  imb 
bic  2Bo^Ifaf)rt  bee  ^anbeiS  oerlaugcn,  ba§  bic  9iationa(regierung  biefer  ^c^ 
Ddtferung  jc^t,  locifirenb  fie  noc^  unter  ber  aueft^tie^Iidjcn  3uri§bi!tion 
unb  (Sontrotic  berfetben  ift,  ben  bauernben  -©eft^  foldjer  biirgerlidjcn  unb 
pctitifc^en  9?cd)tc  fidjcre,  iDeldjc  fie  in  ®tanb  fe^eu  fbnnen,  „fid}  gu  dertljei^ 
bigen  unb  ^u  er^attcn"  gegen  bic  9?anfe  unb  'Spiiinc,  ttield)e  irgcnb  eine 
iltaffe  ober  Staot^Sgcn^ntt  fdjmieben  mbd)te,  fie  in  irgeub  einer  SBeife  inieber 
liix  @!(at)erei  ober  \^eibcigenfd)aft  juritcfjufiitiren. 

^n  biefem  (Snbe  faun  ic^  ben  llougrep  nidjt  ju  ernftli^  erfudjen,  Dor  ber 
jReconftruftiou  unb  al§  cine  i^r  Dorau^ge^enbe  iBcbingung,  burdj  ein  ©cfe(j 
c>ie  Sioitredjte  ber  emancipirten  ^cDbtferung  feftjnftellen  luib  ju  fif!)ern  ; 
unb  ju  gleic^er  3eit  bafitr  3U  forgen,  ha^  in  ber  3"fi^nft  oUe  freien  g-arbi- 
gen  in  ben  33efi^  bee  3Ba^tred)tee,  bee  ©ruubred)tee  jebee  ^ilrgere  uuferer 
freien  &icgierung,  fommen  unb  ba§  fiir  fie  gur  (Sriangung  beffetben  nur 
foldjc  ^ebingungtn  geftellt  njcrbcH,  aU  ee  audj  fiir  beren  xoti^t  3}iitbiirger 
nbtljig  gefnnbtn  U)irb. 

Sin  anberer  mit  bem  SSorl^ergc^cnben  eng  jufammenl^ongcnber  ®egen* 
ftanb,  oon  bem,  hjie  16)  glaubc,  bic  Sjiftenj  unb  fiinftige  S3}of)Ifo^rt  ber 
freien  ©efcttfdjaft  in  ben  fiiblidjen  Staatcn  abpngt,  ift  bie  SSerfiigung  iiber 
&ie  Sonfiecation  ber  fonft  derfadenen  Sanbereien  in  jenen  ©taaten.  Qn 
^  Cctnem  Sanbe  faun  eine  freie,  bemofratifd)e  ©taategefcHfdjaft  befte^en,  tt)o 
'  fter  ganje  ^oben  con  einer  ^^laffe  bef eff en  unb  Don  eiuem  5lnbern  bebaut  irirb. 

(Sir.  foldjcr  ^efi^  bee  53obeue  bitbet  bie  ©runblage  ber  ^jermanenteften 
nutb  briicfenbften  ^triftofratien.    Sluf  biefer  ©runblage  ftanb  irotirenb  tau=« 
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fenb  ^a\}xm  bte  ^eubafariftofratie  tion  granfretc^.  Unb  f)eutjutoge  ev^dtt 
bie  englifdie  Slriftotratie  it)re  ^err|d}aft  ouf  ber  ®a[i3  ber  ^ertfjeilung  unb 
be§  iycfi^}c^  be«  ^obenS  Don  ^ngtanb,  fccr  don  SSilf)eIm  bent  (Sroberer  bcit 
m-i'pri'uigtic^en  (gtgentl)umern,  bem  X^oik  t)on  Sngtanb,  geraubt  unb  aU 
gro^e  ©iitcr  unter  feine  Sapitcinc  Dert[)cilt  «urbe. 

S)ie[e  3lrt  be^  ^c[i^tl)um6  ift  mit  ber  mobernen  Sioilifatton  unb  ber 
Sol)tfat}rt  ber  ®e[eUfd)aft  in  iencm  l?anbc  fo  untiertrdgHc^  gen^orbcn,  \)a^ 
bie  raeifeften  StaatSmanner  bafetbft  anfangcn,  oon  beffen  gortbauer  bie 
[djrccftidjften  ^yolgen  ju  furc^ten. 

Qn  bcm  ^ucfer  unb  iBauninjotle  probucirenben  ©iiben  befa^en  biS^cr  bie 
©Hauen()alter  in  gro^en  Stredcn  faft  ben  ganjen  befanntcn  iBoben. 

Sc\)  ()abe  nic^t  notI)ig,  bie  UnDertrcigtid)feit  eineg  fo(d)en  3uft(i«be§  ber 
^iugc  mit  bem  S^ofein  eincr  freicn,  unabl)angigcn,  bcmofratif^cn  ^eofiU 
fcrung  Hon  ^derbauern  ober  mit  ber  (gntluicfehing  freier  bemofrotifdjcr  Qm 
ftitutioncn  borjut^nn.  ®ie  armen  ffi^ei^en  beS  (SiibcnS  [inb  ein  ^inliingr 
itdjcr  ^cmei*  fiir  ben  t)erberblid}en  (5inf(u|?  unb  bie  35>irfung,  'mtidjt  biefc 
'^(rt  beii  ®cfi^jtl)um«  auf  bie  ganje  :33et)blferung  I)at,  wcidjt  fogar  3U  ber^ 
[elben  9tace  ge^iirt,  oon  ttielc^er  and)  bie  ©runbbefi^er  finb. 

®c[d)al)e  c§  alfo  and)  nidjt  im  ^ntereffc  ber  emanjipirten  ^orbigen,  fo 
follte  e^  sum  Seftcn  ber  armen  2Bci§en,  ber  bc|ammern§n3ert^eften  ^Slciu 
[d)en  un[crer  eigenen  9tace  gefc^e^en. 

2Bic  id)  bereitg  Don  eincm  anbern  Stanbpunfte  au§  jcigte,  ift  bie  I)od)fte 
unb  notl)icenbigfte  2(nge(cgenl)cit,  mit  ber  je^t  ba«  23oIf  unb  bie9xcgierung 
ber  ^er.  ©taaten  fic^  ju  befaffen  tjaben,  nic^t  fon3ol)t  eine  politifdje,  al8 
eine  fojiate  9?econftruttion  ber  fiiblidjen  ©taaten.  ^eber  gut  entirorfcne 
^(an  filr  bie  erftere  mu§  bie  le^tere  einfdjtie^en,  unb  in  •33e3ug  auf  bie  Ie^=> 
tere  ift  e§  bie  ^auptfad)e,  ba|  bie  9tationaI=9iegierung  eine  "ipolitif  ergreife, 
ineldje  bie  ^erftiidetung  ber  gro^en  "ipflonjungen  in 'Pac^tgilter  Don  moj^igcr 
3Ut§bcI)nung  a(«  (Snbju^ecf  tjinfteflcn. 

3d)  tuei^  tt)of)(,  ba^  bi^t)er  bie  Slnfi^t  Dor^errf(^te,  ber  ^iidcv^  unb 
53aunniio(lbau  !bnne  nur  auf  gro^en  ©iitern  unb  mit  gro^en  Slrbeitertrup* 
pen  bctrieben  tt)erben  unb  baS  befonberS,  ujeit  man  jur  (5rrid)tung  Don 
3ndernuil)(en,  SottonginS  unb  anberen  ju  bem  (5r3eugui^  biefer  "iprobuftc 
gel}brigcn  iDhfd)inen  cineS  gro^en  ^apitats  bebiirfe.  Slber  alk  Unter* 
fud)ungen  ber  (Sommiffion  fit^ren  ju  bem  ®ett)ei^,  ba^  biefe  2lnfid)t  nur 
rin  3:i)cit  be§  ®ftaDcreifl)ftem«  ift  unb  in  ben  (Srforberniffen  ber  (Sad^c 
nid)t  begritnbet  ift.  Qn  ber  Zljat^  ift  ni^t  me^r  ®runb  Dor^anben, 
ta^  tiai  3"^'^^rol)r  nur  Don  ^ipflansern  gebaut  unb  in  ^ndcr  Denuanbelt 
rcerbc,  ats  ba^  ta^  ®etreibe  nur  Don  ben  ^cic^tern,  bie  e«  pf[an3en,  in 
[Die^t  Derwanbett  toerbe.  Unb  fo  ift  c«  mit  bem  2lnpf(an3en,  ^einigen  unb 
Cerpacfen  ber  SaumiDoUe.    3m  ©egent^eil  wiirbe  eine  3tt)C(fmd^ige  23cr» 
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t^cUung  ber  Slrbeit  in  bie  3^^iG^  ^^*  2tubaite§  unb  ber  DJJanufaftur  bet 
^aumiDoHe  unb  bc'?  3"^^^^^  beina^e  unDcrmeibUd)  ju  einer  gro^enSntiuicf 
lung  bcren  "iprobuftion  fiiljreu,  ird^rcnb  bie$  ju  gkid)er  ^cxt  ^ur  golgt 
l^abcu  luiirbc,  nic^t  nur  bie  5(rbcite(aft  ju  minberu,  fonbcrn  auc^  bie  in» 
buftriellc  il3ot)Ifal)rt  unb  Unabf)dngig!eit  utter  bet  biefer  "iprobuftion 
iBefdiaftigten  ju  fidjern.  G^  miirben  auf  bicfe  Sei]'e  gan5  tierfdjiebeue 
fo3ialc  ^iift^tt'^c  ^^^'^  2?crl)dltui[[e   in  icnen  ®taatcn  ge[d}Qf[en  merben. 

3d)  t)cilte  bafiir,  i>aii  bicfev  ©cgenftonb  an  S5?id)tigfeit  ber  baucrnben 
Sidjerung  ber  bUrgerIid)en  unb  politi]'d)en  9ied)te  ter  emanjipirten  ii3eool-- 
!erung  na^e  fommt,  unb  crlaube  niir,  benfefbcn  ber  ernfteftcn  ^eadjtung 
ber  5cationatbel)orben  ju  empfeljteu. 

3unt  'Sd)Iu§  eriauben  8ie  mir  nod)  einmul,  bie  2lufmer![amfeit  ber  die- 
gierung  auf  bie  britte,  tion  ber  Sommiffion  corgefd^tagene  SilM^regel  ju 
tenfen,  auf  bie  (5infii{)rnng  irgenb  eineS  gleidjfcirmigen  (2l)ftem§  ber  S(uf- 
fid)t  unb  23ormunbfd)aft  fiir  bie  enianjipirte  -33eDiJlferung  ind^renb  it)re§ 
Uebergauge*  oon  ber  i^Haticrci  in  bie  ^-reiljeit.  9iiemaub,  ber  bie  I^inge 
fennt,  mbdjte  and)  nur  einen  SlugcnbUd  snicife([)aft  [cin  in  •33e3ug  auf  bie 
9fiott)n.ienbigfett  unb  ^i^'et^i^nBiflfcit  eine«  foId)enel)fteme§,  nidjt  nur  gum 
53eften  ber  (Smansipirtcn,  [onbern  fiir  ba«  ottgemeine  3ntei"e[ie  ber  9iegie- 
rung  unb  be^  CanbeS. 

^n  bem  fo  oft  erred^nten  ^riefe  fagt  ©enerat  SBanU  mit  ^adjbrud : 
„(5^  ift,  inie  Bk  fagen,  ot)ne  3^ueife(  wa^r,  ba^  fiir  etne  gen^iffe  3i-^""fl 
wib  bi^  ber  neue  ^^f^^""^  ^^^  'A)ingc  beffer  oon  ben  3Irbcitgebern  mit  ben 
3lrbeitern  tierftanben  unb  ba§  el}ftem  ber  frcien  SIrbeit  oottfommen  einge? 
fitl}rt  ift,  bie  D^ot^inenbigfeit  fitr  bie  D^egierung  Dor^anben  ift,  gum  •53efteu 
beiber  Z^clk  in  irgenb  einer  Seife  2tuffid)t  unb  (2d)u^  au^guiiben." 

„5(ber  bied  ift  nid)t  ein  be[oubere§  ©rforberni^  be^  neuen  ®^fteme§  ber 
"Jcegerarbeit.  iliur  unter  ber  5luffid)t  unb  burc^  ben  :33eiftanb  ber  9^cgie- 
rung  ift  bie  Slrbeit  irgenb  einer  9?ace  entttiidett  njorben.  9JatiirIidjer  il\?eife 
ift  boS  ebenfo  notf)\T)enbig  fiir  bie  Sdjtrargcn,  it)ie  fiir  bie  3I?ei^en,  unb 
menu  (Sie  bie  Stipulationen  betrad)ten,  ttteldje  bie  (Sd^wargen  in  biefem 
!©epartement  aU  ^ebingungen  fiir  i^re  5(rbeit  felbft  oorfdilugen,  fo  n)er» 
ben  ^ie  fiuben,  ba^  beren  ^been  bem  253efen  unb  (E^arafter  nac^  inn  ©eift 
atter  ©efe^gcbnng  gum  Sdjuij  ber  njei^en  Slrbeit  ent^atten." 

„@«  ift  bie«  ni^t  mel)r  ber  Sage  ber  ©djwargen,  a(§  ber  irgenb  eine6 
Qubern  3SoIfe§  eigent^iimlic^,  nur  erfdjeinen  jene  in  einer  fpdteren  "ipcriobe 
auf  bem  t^-elbe  ber  Sioilifation,  unb  bie  edjlrierigfeiten  i^rer  Stettung 
bieten  fi(^  auf  einen  iBIicf  bor  unb  derlangen  uumittetbar  Sib^iilfe. 

®a§  2tfleS  legt  O^nen  adjtunggoott  Dor, 

'£:pejiaI--@ommiffar. 


Sopal  2taquiS,  ©efellfdjaften,  ober  einjclne  ^Perfonen  fonnen  unfere  5publi!as 
tionen  jum  ^oftenpreife  erl^alten,  Juenn  fie  fi(^  an  bag  ^jecuti»« Committee,  ober 
perfonlid^  nad)  bem  ©efelIfd}aftsIofaIe,  3io.  863  SBroabluap,  toenben,  hjo  ubetJ 
^aupt  jebe  ^tusJunft  iiber  bie  ©efeL'f^aft  ert^cilt  ttjirb. 
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By  force  of  sheer  reiteratioi^jthousaiKls  of  ignorant  and  thought- 
less people  at  the  North,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  have  been  per- 
suaded into  the  belief  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  loyal  people  who  sustain  it,  were  in  some  way  respon- 
sible for  the  war  which  now,  for  nearly  four  years,  has  devastated 
the  country ;  or,  at  least,  that  they  might  at  any  time  honorably 
end  it,  and  restore  peace  and  tranquillity  if  they  chose. 

Fellow-Citizens  : — My  object  is  not  to  stir  up  strife,  but  to 
allay  it ;  not  to  appeal  to  your  pass'ons,  but  to  your  reason. 
Good  governments  can  never  be  built  up  or  sustained  by  the 
impulse  of  passion.  I  wish  to  address  r.  lyself  to  your  good  sense, 
to  your  good  judgment. 

The  first  question  that  presents  itself  is,  shall  the  people  of  the 
South  secede  fi'om  the  Union  in  consec[uence  of  the  election  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  ?  My  coun- 
trymen, I  tell  you  j-ranldy^  candidly ^  and  earnestly^  that  I  do 
not  think  that  they  ougJd.  In  my  judgment,  the  election  of  no 
man,  constitutionally  chosen  to  that  high  office,  is  sufficient  cause 
for  any  State 'to  separate  from  the  Union,  It  ought  to  stand  by 
still  and  aid  in  maintaining  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  To 
make  a  point  of  resistance  to  the  Government,  to  withdraw  from 
it  because  a  man  has  been  constitutionally  elected,  puts  us  in  the 
wrong.  We  are  pledged  to  maintain  the  Constitution,  Many 
of  us  have  SM'^orn  to  support  it.  Can  we,  therefore,  for  the  mere 
election  of  a  man  to  the  Presidency,  and  that,  tbo,  in  accordance 
with  the  prescribed  forms  of  the  Constitution,  make  a  point  of 
resistance  to  the  Government  without  becoming  the  breakers  of 
that  sacred  iustrument  ourselves — withdraw  ourselves  from  it  ? 
"Would  we  not  be  in  the  wrong  ?  "We  went  into  the  election  with 
this  people.  The  result  was  different  from  what  we  wished  ;  but 
the  election  has  been  constitutionally  held.  Were  we  to  make  a 
point  of  resistance  to  the  Government  and  go  out  of  the  Union  on 
that  account,  the  record  would  be  made  up  hereafter  against  us. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  is  no  emperor,  no  dictator — 
he  is  clothed  with  no  absolute  power.  He  can  do  nothing  unless 
he  is  backed  by  power  in  Congress,  The  House  of  Kopresent- 
atives  is  largely  in  the  majority  against  him. 


In  tlie  Senate  lie  will  also  be  powerless.  There  will  be  a 
majority  of  four  against  him.  This,  after  the  loss  of  Bigler,  Fitch, 
and  others,  by  the  unfortunate  dissensions  of  the  National  Demo- 
cratic party  in  their  States.  Mr.  Lincoln  can  not  appoint  an 
officer  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate  —  he  cannot  form  a ' 
cabinet  without  the  same  consent. 

My  countrymen,  I  am  not  of  those  who  believe  this  Union  haa 
been  a  curse  up  to  this  time.  True  men,  men  of  integrity,  enter- 
tain difterent  views  from  me  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  question 
their  right  to  do  so ;  I  would  not  impugn  their  motives  in  so 
doing.  Nor  will  I  undertake  to  say  that  this  Government  of  our 
fathers  is  perfect.  There  is  nothing  perfect  in  this  world  of  a 
human  origin. 

But  that  this  Government  of  pur  fathers,  with  all  its  defects, 
comes  nearer  the  objects  of  all  good  governments  than  any  other 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  is  my  settled  conviction.  Contrast  is  now 
with  any  one  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Compare,  my  friends,  this  Government  with  that  of  Spain, 
Mexico,  the  South  American  Republics,  German}^,  Ireland — are 
there  any  sons  of  that  down-trodden  nation  here  to-night? 

I  think  that  one  of  the  evils  that  beset  us  is  a  surfeit  of  liberty, 
an  exuberance  of  the  priceless  blessings  for  which  we  are  un- 
grateful. 

We 'listened  to  my  .  honorable  friend  who  addressed  you  last 
night  (Mr.  Toombs),  as  he  recounted  the  evils  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

The  first  was  the  fishing  bounties,  paid  mostly  to  the  sailors  of 
New  England.  Our  friend  stated  that  forty-eight  jeors  of  our 
Government  was  under  the  administration  of  Southern  Presi- 
dents. Well,  these  fishing  bounties  began  under  the  rule  of  a 
Southern  President,  I  believe.  No  one  of  them,  during  the  whole 
forty-eight  years,  ever  set  his  Administration  against  the  prin- 
ciple or  policy  of  them.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  it 
was  a  wase  policy  in  the  beginning;  it  probably  was  not,  and  I 
have  nothing  to  say  in  its  defence.  But  the  reason  given  for  it 
was  to  encourage  our  young  men  to  go  to  sea  and  learn  to 
manage  shijis.  We  had  at  the  time  but  a  small  navy.  It  was 
thought  best  to  encourage  a  class  of  our  people  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  seafaring  life,  to  become  sailors — to  man  our  naval 
ships.  It  requires  practice  to  walk  the  deck  of  a  ship,  to  pull 
the  ropes,  to  furl  the  sails,  to  go  aloft,  to  climb  the  mast;  and  it 
was  thought,  by  oifering  this  bounty,  a  nursery  might  be  formed 
in  which  young  men  would  become  perfected  in  these  arts,  and 
it  applied  to  one  section  of  the  country  as  well  as  to  any  other. 

The  result  of  this  was,  that  in  the  war  of  1812  our  sailors, 
many  of  whom  came  from  this  nursery,  were  equal  to  any  that 
England  brought  against  us.  At  any  rate,  no  small  part  of  the 
glories  of  that  war  were  gained  by  the  veteran  tars  of  America, 
and  the  object  of  these  bounties  was  to  foster  that  branch  of  the 
national  defence.  My  opinion  is,  that  whatever  may  have  been 
tlie  reason  at  first,  this"  bounty  ought  to  be  discontinued— the 
reason  for  it,  at  first,  no  longer  exists.  A  bill  for  this  object  dii 
pass  the  Senate  the  last  Congress  I  was  in,  to  whicii  my  honor- 


able  friend  contributed  greatly,  but  it  was  not  reached  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  next  evil  which  my  friend  complained  of  was  the  Tariff. 
Well,  let  ns  look  at  tliat  for  a  moment.  About  the  time  I  com- 
menced noticing  public  matters,  this  question  was  agitating  the 
country  almost  as  fearfully  as  the  slave  question  now  is.  In 
1832,  when  I  was  in  college,  South  Carolina  was  ready  to  nullify 
or  secede  from  the  Union  on  this  account.  And  what  have  we 
seen?  The  Tariff  no  longer  distracts  the  public  councils.  Eea- 
Bon  has  triumphed  1  The  present  Tariff  was  voted  for  by  Massa- 
chusetts and  South  Carolina.  The  lion  and  the  lamb  lay  down 
together — every  man  in  the  Senate  and  House  from  Massachu- 
setts and  South  Carolina,  I  think,  voted  for  it,  as  did  my  honor- 
able friend  himself.  And  if  it  be  true,  to  use  the  figure  of  speech 
of  my  honorable  friend,  that  every  man  in  the  North  that  works 
in  iron  and  brass  and  wood  has  his  muscle  strengthened  by  the 
protection  of  the  Government,  that  stimiilant  was  given  by  his 
vote,  and  I  believe  every  other  Southern  man.  So  we  ought 
not  to  complain  of  that.  ' 

Another  matter  of  grievance  alluded  to  by  my  honorable 
friend  was  the  Navigation  Laws.  This  policy  was  also  com- 
menced under  the  Administration  of  one  of  these  Southern 
Presidents  who  ruled  so  well,  and  has  been  continued  through 
all  of  them  since.  The  geu'tleman's  views  of  the  policy  of  these 
laws  and  my  own  do  not  disagree.  "VYe  occupied  the  same 
ground  in  relation  to  them  in  Congress.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  defend  them  now.  Eut  it  is  proper  to  state  some  matters  con- 
nected with  their  origin. 

One  of  tlie  objects  was  to  build  up  a  commercial  American 
marine  by  giving  American  bottoms  the  exclusive  carrj'ing  trade 
between  our  own  ports.  This  is  a  great  arm  of  national  power. 
This  object  was  accomplished.  We  have  now  an  amount  of 
shipping,  not  only  coastwise,  but  to  foreign  countries,  whicli  puts 
us  in  the  front  rank  of  the  nations  of  the  world.  England  can 
no  longer  be  styled  the  Mistress  of  the  Seas.  What  American 
is  not  p^roud  of  the  result  1  Whether  those  laws  should  be  con- 
tinued is  another  question.  But  one  thing  is  certain  :  no  Presi- 
dent, Northern  or  Southern,  has  ever  yet  recommended  tiieir 
repeal.  And  my  friend's  efforts  to  get  them  repealed  were  met 
with  but  little  favor.  North  or  South. 

These,  then,  were  the  true  main  grievances  or  grounds  of  com- 
plaint against  the  general  sj'stem  of  our  Goverimient  and  its 
workings — i  mean  tiie  administration  of  the  Federal  Government. 
.Have  we  not  at  the  South,  as  well  as  the  North,  grown  great, 
prosperous,  and  happy  under  its  operations  ?  Has  any  part  of 
the  world  ever  shown  such  rapid  progress  in  the  development  of 
vv'ealth,  and  all  the  material  resources  of  national  power  and 
greatness,  as  the  Southern  States  have  under  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, notwithstanding  all  its  defects  ? 

Tlie  great  fact,  that  we  have  grown  great  alW  powerful  under 
the  Government  as  it  exists — there  is  no  conjecture  or  6})eculatioa 
about  that;  it  stands  out  bold,  high,  and  prominent,  like  your 
Stone  Mountain,  to  which  the  gentlemsii  olJu/jed  in  illustrating 
Lome  facts  in  his  record. 


What  we  would  have  lost  in  border  wars  withor.t  the  Uriion, 
cr  what  we  have  gained  simply  by  the  peace  it  has  secnred,  no 
estimate  can  be  made  of.  The  influence  of  the  Government  on 
us  is  like  that  of  the  atmosphere  aronnd  us.  Its  benefits  are  so 
Bilent  and  nnseen  that  they  are  seldom  thought  of  or  appreciated. 

Our  institutions  constitute  the  basis,  the  matrix,  from  which 
spring  all  our  characteristics  of  developments  and  greatness. 
Look  at  Greece.  There  is  the  same  fertile  soil,  the  same  blue 
gky,  the  same  inlets  and  harbors,  the  same  JEgean,  the  same 
Olympus;  there  is  the  same  land  where  Homer  sung,  where 
Pericles  spoke  ;  it  is  in  nature  the  same  old  Greece — but  it  is 
living  Greece  no  more. 

Descendants  of  the  same  people  inhabit  the  country;  yet  what 
is  the  reason  of  this  mighty  difference?  In  the  midst  of  present 
degradation  we  see  the  glorious  fragments  of  ancient  works  of  art 
— temples  with  ornaments  and  inscriptions  that  excite  wonder 
and  admiration — the  remains  of  a  once  high  order  of  civilization 
which  have  outlived  the  language  they  spoke — upon  them  all 
Ichabod  is  written — their  glory  has  departed.  Why  is  this  bo? 
I  answer,  their  institutions  have  been  destroyed. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  Italy.  Where  is  Eome,  once  tho 
mistress  of  the  world?  There  are  the  same  seven  hills  now,  the 
same  soil,  the  same  natural  resources;  nature  is  the  same,  but 
what  a  ruin  of  human  greatness  meets  the  eye  of  the  traveller 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  that  most  down-trodden 
land!  Why  have  not  the  people  of  that  Heaven-favored  clime 
the  spirit  that  animated  their  fathers  ?   Why  this  sad  diflerence  ? 

It  is  the  destruction  of  her  institutions  that  has  caused  it ;  and 
my  countrymen,  if  we  shall  in  an  evil  hour  rashly  pull  down  and 
destroy  those  institutions  which  the  patriotic  band  of  our  fathers 
labored  so  long  and  so  hard  to  build  up,  and  which  have  done 
80  much  for  us  and  the  world,  who  can  venture  the  prediction 
that  similar  results  will  not  ensue?  Let  us  avoid  it  if  we  can, 
I  trust  the  spirit  is  among  us  that  will  enable  us  to  do  it.  Let 
us  not  rashly  try  the  experiment,  for,  if  it  fails,  as  it  did  in 
Greece  and  Italy,  and  in  the  South  American  Republics,  and  in 
every  other  place  wherever  liberty  is  once  destroyed,  it  may 
never  be  restored  to  us  again. 

There  are  defects  in  our  government,  errors  in  administration, 
and  shortcomings  of  many  kinds,  but  in  spite  of  these  defects  and 
errors  Georgia  has  grown  to  be  a  great  state.  Let  us  pause  here 
a  moment.  In  1850  there  was  a  great  crisis,  but  not  so  fearful  aa 
this ;  for,  of  all  I  have  ever  pas?ed  through,  this  is  the  most  per- 
ilous, and  requires  to  be  met  with  the  greatest  calmness  and  de- 
liberation. 

There  were  many  among  us  in  1850  zealous  to  go  at  once  out 
of  the  Union,  to  disrupt  every  tie  that  binds  us  together.  !N^ow, 
do  you  believe,  had  that  policy  been  carried  out  at  that  time,  we 
would  havelbeen  the  same  great  people  that  we  are  to-day  ?  It 
may  be  that  we  would,  but  have  you  any  assurance  of  that  fact? 
Would  you  have  made  the  same  advancement,  improvement,  and 
progress  in  all  that  constitutes  material  wealth  and  prosperity 
tliat  we  have  ? 


« 

When  I  look  around  and  see  our  prosperity  in  every  thing, 
aj^riculture,  commerce,  art,  science,.and  every  department  of  edu- 
cation, physical  and  mental,  as  well  as  moral  advancement,  and 
our  colleges,  I  think,  in  the  face  of  such  an  exhibition,  if  we  can, 
without  the  loss  of  power,  or  any  essential  right  or  interest,  re- 
main in  the  Union,  it  is  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity  to 
— let  us  not  too  readily  yield  to  this  temptation — do  so.  Our 
first  parents,  the  great  progenitors  of  the  human  race,  were  not 
without  a  like  temptation  when  in  tlie  garden  of  Eden.  They 
were  led  to  believe  that  their  condition  would  be  bettered — that 
their  eyes  would  be  opened — and  that  they  would  become  as 
gods.  They  in  an  evil  hour  yielded — instead  of  becoming  gods, 
they  only  saw  their  own  nakedness. 

1  look  upon  this  country,  with  our  institutions,  as  the  Eden  of 
the  world,  the  paradise  of  the  universe. 

In  the  Georgia  State  Convention,  held  in  January,  1861,  to 
determine  the  question  of  secession  for  that  State,  Mr.  Stephens 
gave  utterance  to  the  following  memorable  words : 

"  This  step  (of  secession)  once  taken,  can  never  be  recalled ; 
and  all  the  baleful  and  witliering  consequences  that  must  follow, 
will  rest  on  the  convention  for  all  coming  time.  When  we  and 
our  posterity  shall  see  our  lovely  South  desolated  by  the  demon 
of  war,  WHICH  this  act  of  tours  will  inevitably  invite  and 
OA.LL  forth;  when  our  green  fields  of  waving  harvest  shall  be 
trodden  down  by  the  murderous  soldiery  and  fiery  car  of  war 
sweeping  over  our  land  ;  our  temples  of  justice  laid  in  ashes; 
all  the  horrors  and  desolations  of  war  upon  us ;  who  but  this 
Convention  will  be  held  responsible  for  it?  and  who  but 
him  who  shall  have  given  his  vote  for  this  unwise  and  ill-timed, 
measure,  as  I  honestl;y   think  and   believe,   shall  be  held  to 

8TRIQT  ACCOUNT  FOR  THIS  SUICIDAL  ACT  Br  THE  PRESENT  GENERA- 
TION,   and  probably  CURSED  AND  EXECRATED  BY  POSTERITY  FOR  ALL 

COMING  TIME,  for  the  wide  and  desolating  ruin  that  will  inevi- 
tably follow  this  act  you  now  propose  to  perpetrate?  Pause,  I 
entreat  you,  and  consider  for  a  moment  what  reasons'"  you  can 
give  that  will  even  satisfy  yourselves  in  calmer  moments — what 
reasons  you  can  give  to  your  fellow-sufferers  in  the  calamity  that 
it  will  bring  upon  us.  What  reasons  can  you  give  to  the  na- 
tions OF  THE  EARTH  TO  JUSTIFY  IT?  They  will  bc  the  calm  and 
deliberate  judges  in  the  case;  and  what  cause  or  one  overt  act 
can  you  name  or  point,  on  which  to  rest  the  plea  of  justification? 
What  right  has  the  North  assailed?  What  interest  of  the 
South  has  been  invaded  ?  What  justice  has  been  denied?  and 
what  claim,  founded  in  justice  and  right,  has  been  withheld? 
Can  either  of  you  to-day  name  one  governmental  act  of  wrong, 
deliberately  and  purposely  done  by  the  government  of  Washing- 
ton, of  which  the  South  has  a  right  to  complaint  I  challenge 
the  answer.  AVhile,  on  the  other  hand,  let  me  show  the  facts 
(and  believe  me,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  here  the  advocate  of  the 
North ;  but  I  am  here  the  friend,  the  firm  friend  and  lover  of 
the  South  and  her  institutions,  and  for  this  reason  I  speak  thus 


plainly  and  fn-itlifully  for  yonrs,  mine,  and  every  otiier  man's 
interest,  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness),  of  which  I  wish  you 
to  judge,  and  I  will  only  state  facts  which  are  clear  and  unde- 
niable, and  which  now  stand  as  records  authentic  in  the  history 
of  our  country.  When  we  of  the  South  demanded  the  slave 
trade,  or  the  importation  of  Africans  for  the  cultivation  of  our 
lands,  did  they  not  yield  the  right  for  twenty  years?  When  we 
asked  a  three-fifths  representation  in  Congress  for  our  slaves,  was 
it  not  granted?  When  we  asked  and  demanded  the  return  of 
any  fugitive  from  justice,  or  the  recovery  of  those  persons  owing, 
labor  or  allegiance,  was  it  not  incorporated  in  the  Constitution, 
and  again  ratified  and  strengthened  by  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
of  1850  ?■  But  do  you  reply  that  in  many  instances  they  havfe 
violated  this  compact,  and  have  not  been  faithful  to  their  engage- 
ments ?  As  individual  and  local  communities,  they  may  have 
done  so ;  but  not  by  the  sanction  of  government;  for  that  has 
always  been  true  to  Southern  interests.  Again,  gentlemen, 
look  at  another  fact :  when  we  have  asked  that  more  territory 
should  be  added,  that  we  might  spread  the  institution  of  slavery, 
have  they  not  yielded  to  our  demands  in  giving  us  Louisiana, 
Florida,  and  Texas,  out  of  which  four  States  have  been  carved, 
and  ample  territory  for  Jour  more  to  be  added  in  due  time,  if 
you,  by  this  unwise  and  impolitic  act,  do  not  destroy  this  hope, 
and,  perhaps,  by  it  lose  all,  and  have  your  last  slave  wrenched 
from  you  by  stern  military  rule,  as  South  America  and  Mexico 
were ;  or  by  the  vindictive  decree  of  a  universal  emancipation, 
which  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  follow.  But,  again,  gen- 
tlemen, what  have  we  to  gain  by  this  proposed  change  of  our 
relation  to  the  General  Government?  We  have  always  had  the 
control  of  it,  and  can  yet,  if  we  remain  in  it  and  are  as  united 
as  we  have  been.  We"  have  had  a  majority  of  the  Presidents 
chosen  from  the  South,  as  well  as  the  control  and  management 
of  most  of  those  chosen  from  the  North.  We  have  had  sixty 
years  of  Southern  Presidents  to  their  twenty-four,  thus  control- 
ing  the  executive  department.  So  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  we  have  had  eighteen  from  the  South,  and  but  eleven 
from  the  North  ;  although  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  judicial  busi- 
ness has  aj'isen  in  the  Free  States,  yet  a  majority  of  the  Court 
has  always  been  hgra  the  South.  This  we  have  required,  so  as 
to  guard  against  any  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  unfavor- 
able to  us.  In  like  manner,  we  have  been  equally  watchful  to 
fuard  our  interests  in  the  legislative  branch  of  government. 
a  choosing  tlie  presiding  presidents  {pro  te7n.)  of  the  Senate, 
we  have  had  twenty-four  to  their  eleven.  Speakers  of  the 
house,  we  have  had  twenty-three,  and  they  twelve.  While  the 
majority  of  the  representatives,  from  their  greater  population, 
have  always  been  from  the  North,  yet  we  have  so  generally 
secured  the  Speaker,  because  he,  to  a  greater  extent,  shapes  and 
controls  the  legislation  of  the  country.  Nor  have  we  had  less 
control  in  every  other  department  of  the  General  Government. 
Attorney- Generals  we  have  had  fourteen,  while  the  North  have 
had  but  five.  Foreign  ministers  we  have  hrid  eighty-six  and 
they  but  fifty-four.     While  three  fourths  of  the  business  which 
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demaiids   diplomatic   agents  abroad   is   clearly  from   the  Free 
States,  from  their  greater  commercial  interests,  yet  we  have  had 
the  principal  embassies,  so  as  to  secure  the  world  markets  for 
our  cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar,  on  the  best  possible  terms.     We 
have  had  a  vast  majority  of  the  higiier  offices  of  both  army  and 
navy,  while  a  larger  proportion  of  tb.e  soldiers  and  sailors  were 
drawn   from   tlie   north.     Equally   so   of  clerks,    auditors,  and 
comptrollers  filling  the  executive  department,  the  records  show 
for  the  last  fifty  years  that  of  three  thousand  thus  employed,  we 
have  had  more  than  two-thirds  of  tlie  same,  while  we  have  but 
one-third  of  the  white  population  of  the  Kepublic.  *  Again,  look 
I  at  another  item,  and  one,  be  assured,  in  which  we  have  a  great 
and  vital  interest ;  it  is  that  of  revenue,  or  means  of  supporting 
government.     From  official  documents  we  learn  that  a  fraction 
over  three-fourth  of  the  revenue  collected   for  the  support  of 
government  has  uniformly   been  raised  from  the  North.     Pause 
now  while  you  can,  gentlemen,  and  contemplate  carefully  and 
candidly  these  important  items.     Leaving  out  of  view,  for  the 
present,  the  countless  millions  of  dollars  you   must  expend  in 
a  war  with  the  North  ;  with  tens  of  thousands  of  your  sons  and 
brothers  slain  in  battle,  and  offered  up  as  sacrifices  upon  the 
altar  of  your  ambition — and  for  what  ?    we  ask  again.     Is  it  for 
the  overthrow  of  the  American  government,  established  by  our» 
common  ancestry,  cemented  and  built  up  by  their  sweat  and 
blood,  and  founded  on  the  broad  principles  of  right,  justice,  and 
humanity  ?     And,  as  such,  I  must  declare  here,  as  1  have  often 
done  before,  and  which  has  been  repeated  by  the  greatest  and 
wisest  of  statesmen  and  patriots  in  this  and  other  lands,  that  it 
is  the  best  and  freest  government — the  most  equal  in  its  rights, 
the  most  just  in  its  decisions,  the  most^  lenient  in  its  measures, 
and  the  most  aspiring  in  its  principles  'to  elevate  the  race  of  men, 
that  the  sun  of  heaven  ever. shone  upon.     Now,  for  you  to  at- 
tempt to  overthrow  such  a  government  as  this,  under  which  we 
have  lived  for  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  centurj'- — in  which 
we  have  gained  our  wealth,  our  standing  as  a  nation,  our  do- 
mestic safety  while  the  elements  of  peril  are  around  us,  with 
peace  and  tranqviillity  accompanied  with  unbounded  prosperity 
and  rights  unassailed — is  the   height  of  madjiess,  jolly^   and 
•u^iokediiGSs^  to  which  I  can  neither  lend  my  sanction  nor  my 
vote." 


Loyal  Leagues^  Clubs  or  individuals  may  obtain  any  of  our 
JPublications  at  the  cost  price,  by  application  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  or  by  calling  at  the  Booms  of  the  Society,  No.  863 
Broadway,  where  all  information  may  be  obtained  relating  to 
the  Society. 
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GROWLER'S    INCOME   TAX. 


BY    T.    S.    AKTIICE. 


My  neighbor  Growler,  an  excitable  man  by  the  way,  is  parti- 
cnlarly  excited  over  his  Income  Tax,  or,  as  he  called  it,  his  '*  War 
Tax."  He  had  never  liked  the  war — tliought  it  nnnecessary  and 
wicked  ;  the  work  of  politicians.  The  lighting  of  brother  against 
brother  was  a  terrible  thing  in  his  eyes.  If  yon  asked  him  who 
begun  the  war? — who  stnick  at  the  nation's  life  ? — if  self  defence 
were  not  a  duty? — he  would  reply  with  vague  generalities,  made 
up  of  partisan  tricky  sentences,  which  he  liad  learned  wirhout 
comprehending  their  just  significance. 

Growler  came  in  upon  me  the  other  day  flourishing  a  square 
piece  of  blue  writing  paper,  quite  moved  from  his  equanimity. 

"  There  it  is  !  Just  so  much  robbery  !  Stand  and  deliver,  is 
the  word.     Pistols  and  bayonets  I  Your  money  or  your  life  !" 

I  took  the  piece  of  paper  from  his  hand  and  read  : 

"Philadelphia,  Sept.,  1863. 
"  Richard  Gkowler,  Esq., 

"  To      John  M.  Riley.      Dr. 

"Collector  Internal  Revenue  for  the  ith  District  of 
Peii7)xylvania.      Office  427  Chestnut  St. 

"For  Tax  on  Income,  for  the  year  1S62  as  per  return  made  to 
the  Assessor  of  the  District,  $43,21. 

"  Rec'd  payment, 

"John  M.  Riley,  Collector." 

"  You're  all  right,"  I  said  smiling. 

"  I'd  like  to  know  what  you  mean,  by  all  right !''  Growler  was 
just  a  little  offended  at  my  way  of  treating  this  serious  matter — 
serious  in  his  eyes,  I  mean.  "I've  been  robbed  of  forty-three 
dollars  and  twenty-one  cents,"  he  continued. 

"  Do  you  say  it  is  all  right!  A  minion  of  the  Government  has 
put  his  hands  into  my  pocket  and  taken  just  so  much  ot  my 
property.     Is  that  all  right  ?" 

"The  same  thing  may  be  set  forth  in  very  different  language," 
I  replied,  "  Let  me  state  the  case." 

"  Yery  well — state  it-!"  said  Growler,  dumping  himself  into  a 
chair,  and  looking  as  ill-humored  as  possible. 


"  Instead  of  being  robbed,"  said  I,  you  have  been  protected  in 
your  property  and  person,  and  guaranteed  all  the  high  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  for  the  paltry  sum  of  forty-three  dollars  and 
twenty-one  cents,  as  your  share  of  tlie  protection. 

"  O,  that's  only  your  way  of  putting  the  case,"  retorted 
Growler,  dropping  a  little  from  his  higli  tone  of  indignation. 

"  Let  me  be  mo]-e  particular  in  my  way  of  putting  the  case. 
Your  income  is  from  the  rent  of  property  V 

"Yes." 

"  AVhat  would  it  have  cost  you  to  defend  that  property  from 
the  army  of  Gen.  Lee,  recently  driven  from  our  State  by  the 
nation's  soldiers  ?" 

"  Cost  me?"  Growler  ktoked  at  me  in  a  kind  of  maze,  as  if  he 
thought  me  half  in  jest. 

"Exactly  !  What  would  it  have  cost  j^ou  ?  Lee,  if  unopposed, 
would  certainly  have  reached  this  city  and  held  it ;  and  if  your 
property  had  been  of  use  to  him  or  to  any  of  his  officers  or  soldiers 
it  would  have  been  appropriated  without  so  much  as  saying — 'By 
your  leave,  sir'  ?  Would  forty-three  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents 
have  covered  the  damage  ?  Perhaps  not.  Possibly,  you  might 
have  lost  one  half  or  two  thirds  of  all  you  are  worth." 

Growler  was  a  trifle  bewildered  at  this  way  of  putting  the  case. 
He  looked  puzzled. 

"  You  have  a  store  on  South  wharves  V  said  I. 

"  Yes.' 

'•  What  has  ke]:»t  the  Alabama  or  the  Florida  from  running  up 
the  Delaware  and  burning  the  whole  city  front?  Do  you  have 
forts  and  ships  of  war  for  the  protection  of  your  property  ?  If  not 
who  provides  them  ?  They  are  provided,  and  you  are  safe.  WJiat 
is  your  share  of  the  expenses  for  a  whole  year  !  Just  forty-three 
dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  !  It  sounds  like  a  jest !" 

Growler  did  not  answer.     So  I  kept  on. 

"But  for  our  immense  armies  in  the  field,  and  navy  on  the 
water,  this  rebellion  would  have  succeded.  What  then?  Have 
you  ever  pondered  the  future  of  this  country  in  such  an  event  ? 
Have  you  thought  of  your  own  positiou  ?  of  the  loss  or  gain  to 
yourself?  How  long  do  3^ou  think  wc  would  be  at  peace  with 
England  or  France,  if  the  nation  were  dismembered,  and  a  hostile 
Confederation  established  on  our  Southern  border?  Would  our 
war  taxes  be  less  than  now  ?  Would  life  and  property  be  more 
secure?  Have  you  not  an  interest  in  our  great  army  and  navy, 
as  I  and  every  other  member  of  the  Union.  Does  not  your  safety 
as  well  as  mine  lie  in  their  existence  ?  Are  they  not,  at  this  time, 
the  conservators  of  everything  we  hold  dear  as  men  and  citizens? 
Who  equips  and  pays  this  army?  Who  builds  and  furnishes  these 
ships?  Where  does  the  enormous  sums  of  money  required  come 
from  ?  It  is  the  nation's  work — the  people  aggregate  in  power 
and  munificence,  and  so  irresistible  in  might — unconquerable. 
Have  you  no  heart  swelling  of  pride  in  this  magnificent  exhibition 
of  will  and  strength?  No  part  in  the  nation's  glory  ?  No  eager 
hand  helping  to  stretch  forth  ? 

Growler  was  silent  still. 


''  There  was  no  power  in  you  or  me  to  check  the  wave  of  de- 
struction tliat  was  hiunched  by  paricidal  hands  against  us.  If 
unresisted,  by  the  nation  as  an  ao;o;regate  power,  it  would  have 
swept  in  desolation  over  the  whole  land.  Traitors  in  our  midst 
and  traitors  moving  in  arms  against  us  would  have  united  to 
destroy  our  beautiful  fabric  of  civil  liberty.  Tlie  Government, 
which  dealt  M'itli  all  good  citizens  so  kindly  and  gentle,  not  that 
one  in  a  thousand  felt  its  touch  beyond  the  weight  of  a  feather, 
would  have  been  subverted  ;  and  who  can  tell  under  what  iron 
rule  we  might  have  fallen  for  a  time,  or  how  many  years  of  strife 
would  have  ela]>sed  before  that  civil  liberty  which  ensures  the 
greatest  good  to  numbers  would  have  been  again  established  ? 
But  tlie  wave  of  destruction  was  met — nay,  hurled  back  upon 
the  enemies  who  sought  our  ruin.  We  yet  dwell  in  safety.  Your 
property  is  secure.  You  still  gather  your  annual  income,  pro- 
tected in  all  your  rights  by  the  strong  national  arm.  And  what 
does  the  nation  assess  to  you  as  your  share  in  the  cost  of  this  se- 
curity ?  Half  your  property  ?  No,  not  a  farthing  of  that  property ! 
only  a  small  per  centage  of  your  income  from  that  property  !  Just 
fortij-three  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  !  Pardon  me  for  saying 
it,  friend  G.  but  I  am  more  than  half  ashamed  of  yon. 

"  And  seeing  the  %vay  you  put  the  case  I  am  more  than  half 
ashamed  of  myself,"  he  answered  frankly.  "  Why,  taking  your 
view  this  is  about  the  cheapest  investment  I  ever  made." 

"Yon  certainly  get  more  money  than  in  any  otlier  line  of  ex- 
penditure. Yesterday  1  had  a  letter  from  an  old  friend  living  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Carlisle.  The  rebels  took  from  him  six  fine 
horses,  worth  two  hundred  dollars  apiece ;  six  cows  and  oxen  ; 
and  over  two  hundred  bushels  of  grain.  And  not  content  with 
plundering  him,  they  burnt  down  a  barn  which  cost  him  nearly 
two  thousand  dollars.  But  for  the  men  raised  and  equipped  by 
the  nation,  in  support  of  which  you  and  I  are  taxed  so  lightly, 
we  might  have  suifered  as  severely.  How  much  do  you  think 
it  cost  in  money  for  the  protection  we  have  received  in  this  par- 
ticular instance  !" 

"  A  million  dollars  perhaps  ?" 

"  Nearer  ten  millions  of  dollars.  From  the  time  our  army  left 
the  Kappahannock,  until  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  its  cost  to  the 
Government  could  scarcely  have  been  less  than  we  have  men- 
tioned. Of  this  sum  your  proportion  can  scarcely  have  been 
more  than  three  or  four  dollars  ;  and  for  that  trifle  your  property 
and  perhaps  j'-our  life  was  held  secure." 

"No  more  of  that,  if  you  please,"  said  Growler,  showing  some 
annoyance.  ''  You  are  running  the  thing  into  the  ground.  I 
own  up  square.  I  was  quarreling  with  my  best  frieiid.  I  was 
striking  at  the  hand  that  gave  protection.  If  my  war  tax  next 
year  should  be  a  hundred  dollars  instead  of  forty-three,  I  will 
pay  it  witliout  a  murmur." 

"'  Don't  say  without  a  murmur  friend  Growler." 

"  What  then  ?" 

''  Say  gladly,  as  a  means  of  safety." 


"  Put  it  as  yon  will,"  he  answered  foldino;  np  Collector  Riley's- 
receipt  which  he  still  held  in  his  hand  and  howinoi;  himself  out. 

Not  many  days  afterwards  I  liappened  to  hear  some  grumbling- 
in  my  neighbors  presence  about  some  income  tax.  Growler 
hardly  waited  to  hear  him  through.  My  lesson  was  improved 
in  his  hands.  In  significant  phrase  he  pitched  into  the  offender 
and  read  him  a  lesson  so  much  stronger  than  mine,  that  I  felt 
myself  thrown  into  the  shade. 

"Yon  have  been  assessed  fiftj'-eight  dollars,"  he  said  in  his 
excited  way,  "  fit\y-eiglit  dollars,  one  would  think  from  the  noise 
you  make  about  it,  that  you  have  been  robbed  of  half  your  'pro- 
perty. Fifty-eight  dollars  for  security  at  home  and  abroad  t 
Fifth-eight  dollai-s  as  your  share  of  the  ex])enses  of  defence 
against  an  enemy  that,  if  unopposed,  will  desolate  our  home  and 
destroy  our  government !  Already  it  has  cost  the  nation  for  your 
safety  and  mine  over  a  thousand  million  dollars  ;  and  you  are 
angry  because  it  asks  for  your  little  part  of  the  expense.  Sir  you 
not  wortliy  the  name  of  an  American  citizen  !' 

"  That  is  hard  talk  Growler,  and  I  won't  hear  it !"  said  the 
other, 

"It  is  true  talk  and  you  will  have  to  bear  it!"  was  retorted. 
"  Fretting  over  the  mean  little  sum  of  fifty-eight  dollars  !  Why 
sir,  I  know  a  man  who  has  given  his  I'ight  arm  in  the  cause;  and 
another  who  has  given  his  right  leg.  Do  they  grumble  ?  No 
sir  !  I  never  heard  a  word  of  complaint  from  their  lips.  Thous- 
ands and  tens  of  thousand  have  given  their  sons,  and  wives  have 
given  their  husbands — sons  and  husbands  who  will  never  more 
return  !  They  are  with  the  dead.  Sir  you  are  dishonoring  your- 
self in  the  eyes  of  men.  A  grumbler  over  this  jjaltrj'  war  tax, 
for  shame  I 

I  turned  away  saying  in  my  thoughts  : 

"So  much  good  done!  My  reclaimed  sinner  has  become  a 
preacher  of  I'ighteousness. 
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Com.Tnitiee,  or  hy  calling  at  the  Rooms  of  the  tSociety,  No.  b63 
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the  Society. 
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THE  EMANCIPATED   SLATE, 

FACE    TO    FACE 

WITH   HIS    OLP    MASTER. 

(Valley  of  the  Lotcer  Mississippi.) 


To  the  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Of  all  portions  of  the  slave  region  to  -which  the  Commission 
have  had  access,  the  valley  of  the  lower  Mississippi  affords  the 
most  interesting  field  for  the  observation  and  study  of  the  slave 
system,  as  well  as  of  the  great  changes  which,  at  the  present 
moment,  slave  society  is  everywhere  undergoing.  Unlike  most 
other  sections  visited  by  the  Commission,  here  are  found  all  the 
elements  of  that  society  still  in  existence  ;  but  in  a  state  of  revo- 
lution and  transformation.  Here,  facins:  the  broad  river  on 
cither  side,  still  stands  the  great  white  mansion  of  the  planter ; 
by  its  side,  just  without  its  shadow,  the  long  rows  of  cabins 
called  the  negro  quarters,  and,  a  little  in  the  rear,  the  great 
quadrangular  structure,  usually  .of  brick,  known  as  the  sugar- 
house.  In  many  instances  the  old  master  still  occupies  the  man- 
sion, and  the  negroes  their  old  quarters  ;  but  under  circumstances 
and  in  relations  quite  new,  strange,  and  full  of  anxiety  to  both. 

During  a  recent  visit  to  the  neii'hborhood  of  these  mansions 
and  negro  quarters,  many  important  facts  came  to  light,  and 
many  important  suggestions  occurred,  not  elsewhere  presented. 

In  most  other  sections  visited  by  the  Commission,  slave 
•ociety  had  been  observed  in  a  state  of  total  disruption.     Either 


the  master  or  tlie  slave,  or  both,  liad  become  fugitives.  In  Sontli 
Carolina,  the  masters  had  absconded,  leaving  their  habitations 
and  tlieir  slaves.  In  Yirginia  and  North  Carolina,  as  Avell  as  in 
many  localities  in  the  southwest  held  by  onr  armies,  the  eman- 
cipated conld  only  be  seen  as  fugitives,  and  the  old  masters  not 
at  all.  On  the  contrary  in  such  portions  of  the  valley  of  the 
Lower  Mississippi  as  are  within  onr  military  lines,  and  especially 
in  the  river  region  of  Louisiana,  many  of  them  still  stand  face 
to  face  in  the  presence  of  the  great  revolution,  and  of  the  trials 
to  which  it  suunnons  both. 

Before  entering  further  into  the  considerations  especially  sug- 
gested by  the  state  of  things  here  presented,  it  is  important  to 
advert  to  some  of  the  peculiar  features  of  the  slave  system,  as  it 
existed  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

In  the  first  place,  the  origin  and  character  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Louisiana  and  the  Lower  Mississippi  had  an  important  bear- 
ing in  modifying  many  of  its  features.  These  settlers  were  for 
the  most  part,  of  French,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  origin,  or  of 
what  has  been  called  the  Latin  Race,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
people  of  this  race  do  by  no  means  entertain  the  same  rooted 
antipathies,  and  low  consideration  of  the  black  race,  as  are  gen- 
erally ascribed  to  the  races  v/ith  a  shade  whiter  skin. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  there  is 
found  here  a  much  more  general  admixture  of  the  black  and 
"vvliite  races  than  prevails  elsewhere,  even  in  tlie  slave-breeding 
States.  And  all  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  there  existed  in 
this  region,  especially  in  the  earlier  days  of  its  settlement,  a 
much  greater  social  ecpiality  between  the  two  races.  No  such 
utter  repudiation  of  the  manhood  of  the  negro  race,  existed  here 
as  constituted  the  basis  of  the  slave  system  in  the  islands  and 
coasts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Hence,  although  the 
amount  of  labor  imposed  upon  the  slave  was  often  greater,  and 
the  system  of  punishments  as  cruel,  yet  their  ordinary  and 
habitual  condition  was  better,  and  their  daily  life  on  a  higher 
scale.  They  were  not  so  rigorously  forbidden  the  use  of  a  family 
name.  Their  habitations  were  much  more  like  those  of  other 
human  bemgs.     Usually  their  cabins  contained  not  less  than 


two  I'ooms,  and  often  four.  They  wero  furnished  with  some  soii; 
of  beds  and  bedding,  and  in  their  lodging  those  who  considered 
themselves  man  and  wife  were  separated  from  the  single ;  the 
young,  also,  of  different  sexes  slept  in  separate  apartments ;  they 
did  not  usually  eat  at  a  family  table,  but  they  had  dealt  out  to 
them,  generally  sufficiently  cooked  rations,  which  they  might 
eat  as  they  chose — the  cooking  being  done  for  the  whole  force 
by  regular  details.  On  the  other  hand,  "  the  hours  of  labor  on 
the  sugar  plantations  were  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  per  day,  and 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  3'ear  a  greater  part  of  the  night  was 
also  occupied  with  labor.  THe  hour  of  beginning  work  in  the 
morning  was  from  3  to  4  o'clock.  The  overseer  was  ex])ected 
to  produce  a  certain  crop  with  a  given  number  of  hands,  and  all 
were  obliged  to  obey  him  in  preference  to  the  master.  He  'was 
generally  much  more  cruel  than  the  master.  Kind-hearted 
masters  sometimes  select  cruel  overseers." 

I  quote  above  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Houdanez,  a 
free  mulatto  ereole  of  jS'ew  Orleans,  a  man  of  great  intelligence 
and  probity,  who  had  been  employed  as  an  engineer  and  me- 
chanic upon  many  of  the  sugar  plantations  in  the  region  of 
country  under  consideration.  No  man  could  have  had  a  more 
thorough  acquaintance  with  plantation  life  than  he,  and  no 
man  in  the  city  of  his  residence  bears  a  higher  reputation  for 
truth  and  sobriety. 

lie  says,  further,  "  that  upon  some  plantations  the  women 
were  worked  as  hard  as  the  men,  and  in  some  instances  were 
kept  at  labor  in  every  stage  of  pregnancy,  even  up  to  the  mo- 
ment of  delivery.  Sometimes  they  were  sent  into  the  field  one 
week  after  confinement ;  but  ordinarily  they  were  given  one 
month  in  which  to  recover.  M®thers  were  usually  permitted  to 
nurse  their  children  for  a  half  hour  three  times  a  day  for  the 
space  of  three  months." 

Another  witness,  Dr.  E.  C.  Hyde,  an  old  physician  who  had 
lived  and  practiced  more  than  thirty  years  among  the  planters 
of  North  and  South  Carolina  and  in  the  Valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, upon  his  examination  declared,  "  that  the  slave  women 
were  forced  to  labor  from  pregnancy  to  maternity.  I  have 
known  of  births  between  the  cotton  rows;  they  were  compelled 
to  hoe  out  their  row,  and   then   oriven  an  hour  to  recover." 
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"  Many  planters  on  the  Mississippi  do  not  wish  to  raise  negro 
children  ;  they  would  rather  they  would  die  than  live — tliey  do 
not  tliink  it  profitable." 

"  As  to  chastity,"  says  Mr.  Roudanez,  "  no  such  thing  was 
known  on  the  plantations.  In  the  first  place,  the  overseers  had 
the  run  of  all  the  field  women,  and  if  one  of  them  refused,  an 
occasion  was  very  soon  found  for  subjecting  lier  to  a  severe  pun- 
ishment," "  I  have  known,"  says  another  reliable  witness, 
"  women  to  be  severely  whipped  for  not  coming  to  the  quarters 
of  the  ovei^eer  or  master  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution,  when 
ordered  so  to  do."  "  Tlie  old  masters  usually  made  their  selec- 
tions from  the  liouse  servants  and  tlie  young  masters  generally 
preferred  for  their  concubines  their  half  sisters.  It  was  the  com- 
mon custom.  They  were  usually  taken  at  the  age  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen.  I  have  known  girls  to  be  mothers  at  that  age.  Tliis 
was  especially  true  of  French  Creoles."  "  Their  own  ofiTspring," 
Bays  Dr.  Hyde,  "  were  treated  as  slaves  ;  they  were  frequently 
subjected  to  ferocious  treatment,  and  sold,  to  put  them  out  of 
their  sight."  "  The  practice  of  indiscriminate  sexual  inter- 
course," continues  Mr.  Roudanez,  "  was  so  universal  that  a  chaste 
colored  girl  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  almost  unkno\\'n." 
"  The  planters'  habit  of  cohabitation  with  their  slave  women  was 
a  source  of  great  suffering  to  these  women.  Frequently  the 
jealous  wife  would  procure  them  to  be  whipped  or  otherwise 
punished  upon  false  charges,  and  often  when  their  husbands 
were  absent  had  them  punished  in  their  own  presence."  The 
tortures  sometimes  inflicted  upon  these  helpless  favorites  of  the 
husband  by  the  infuriated  wife,  in  order  to  render  them  less  at- 
tractive to  the  husband,  are  not  to  be  described.  "  The  fact  of 
the  promiscuous  cohabitation  was  well  known  to  both  parents 
and  children." 

Nor  were  the  puishments  less  severe  here  than  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  slave  region.  "Whipping  with  the  paddle,  scourging 
with  the  whip  of  twisted  bull's  hide  or  knotted  cords :  torturing 
with  the  heavy  iron-horned  collar  and  with  heavy  iron  rings  with 
chain  attached,  worn  upon  the  ankle  for  months ;  confinement 
in  the  stocks  in  the  dark  cells  of  the  plantation  prisons,  often 
without  food,  and  hunting  with  blood-hounds,  were  all  practiced 
here  as  well  as  elsewhere.     "  Some  whites,"  says  Mr.  Eoudanez, 


"  made  hunting  slaves  with  blood-lionnds  a  regular  profession." 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  there  did  exist  among 
these  people  a  kind  of  human  life,  full,  it  is  true,  of  the  most 
unheard-of  toil,  and  of  the  most  dreadful  suffering,  and  yet,  in 
degradation,  it  did  not  approach  by  many  degrees,  the  slave 
life  upon  the  shores  of  South  Carolina. 

Besides  the  circumstances  already  referred  to,  there  were 
others  peculiar  to  this  section  of  country,  which  had  their  influ- 
ence upon  the  working  of  the  slave-system,  as  well  as  on  the 
character  of  the  slave  population.  The  sugar  culture,  which,  as 
we  have  seen,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  exacted  the  most 
formidable  labors,  required  also,  for  its  successful  prosecution,  a 
certain  degree  of  judgment  and  skill  in  those  employed  in  it. 
A  portion  of  the  people  on  every  sugar  plantation  had  to  be 
mechanics  and  artizans.  This  had  its  effect  in  the  development 
of  a  higher  general  intelligence  upon  these  plantations.  "  Gen- 
erally," says  Mr.  Roudanez,  "  upon  every  plantation  there  was 
at  least  one  man  who  had  somehow  learned  to  read  a  little,  and 
in  secret  used  to  read  to  the  others,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
punishment  always  inflicted,  upon  the  detection  of  such  offences." 
"  On  the  day  following  that  on  which  the  news  of  the  execution 
of  John  Brown  reached  !New  Orleans,  I  started  for  a  plantation 
seventy -Ave  miles  up  the  river.  Soon  after  my  arrival  there,  a 
slave  gave  me  a  detailed  account  of  the  execution.  That  morn- 
ing a  slave  in  the  sugar-house  had  asked  of  his  master  a  piece  of 
paper  to  wipe  some  portion  of  the  machinery.  He  handed  him 
a  newspaper,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  retained,  and  after- 
wards secretly  read  it  to  the  whole  force.  It  contained  an 
account  of  John  BroAvn's  execution," 

Another  fact  had  its  effect.  The  sugar  plantations  of 
the  Yalley  of  the  Mississippi  for  the  most  part  front  upon 
the  river,  or  upon  some  bayou,  navigable  at  least  for  flat- 
boats,  and  in  the  rear  abut  upon  interminable  c}^res3  swamps. 
These  swamps  became  places  of  refuge  for  the  slave  pushed 
to  the  last  extremity,  very  difiicult  of  access  even  to  the 
master  of  the  blood-hounds.  Many  instances  are  known  of 
slaves  having  lived  for  years  in  the  recesses  of  these  swamps, 
thickly  wooded  as  they  are  with  great  cypress  and  cotton- 
wood  trees,  from   whose   branches   hang   suspended   the   long 
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gray  moss,  covering  them  as  with  a  veil.  These,  thickly 
interspersed  with  an  undergrowth  of  brambles,  constitute  an 
almost  impenetrable  jungle.  Sometimes  they  lived  alone, 
and  sometimes  in  bands  of  a  greater  or  less  number,  often 
amounting  to  thirty,  or  even  fifty  persons,  building  for  them- 
selves, upon  some  little  island  of  firmer  ground,  a  lodging-place, 
and  communicating  in  the  night,  by  secret  paths,  with  their 
fellows  on  the  plantations.  They  subsisted  by  carrying  off 
the  pigs,  turkeys,  and  chickens,  and  sometimes  they  "  roped " 
into  their  hiding-places  the  sheep,  or  other  cattle  of  the  mas- 
ters, butchered  them,  and  exchanged  portions  of  the  meat  with 
their  friends  on  the  plantation  for  corn-meal.  Their  great 
enemies  in  these  swamps  were  the  mosquitoes.  In  the  night  no 
living  creature  can  stand  their  bite.  Cattle  left  exposed  are 
often  killed  by  them.  Every  night  they  were  obliged  to  keep 
up  a  smouldering  fire  of  cypress  branches,  the  smoke  of  which 
was  their  only  defence  against  these  hateful  insects. 

Many  marvellous  incidents  and  instances  of  heroism  are  re- 
lated of  these  Mississippi  Maroons.  Mr.  Alfred  Jervis,  of  New 
Orleans,  one  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  "  Free  State 
Association,"  knew  a  man  who  had  lived  for  three  years  in  the 
top  of  a  large  cypress  tree,  although  often  hunted  by  the 
hounds.  Mr.  Jervis  also  related  an  instance  of  a  less  successful 
refugee,  who,  for  an  attempt  to  escape,  had  his  back  flayed  by 
the  blows  of  the  twisted  whip  of  dried  bull's  hide,  and  was  then 
tied  with  his  face  to  a  tree,  and  left  all  night  to  be  devoured 
by  the  mosquitoes.  In  the  morning  some  of  his  fellow-slaves 
foimd  him,  covered  with  the  gorged  insects,  quite  dead. 

Octave  Johnson,  now  a  corporal  in  Company  C,  loth  Eogi- 
ment  of  the  Corps  d'Afrique,  as  related  by  himself  to  a  member 
of  the  Commission,  had  lived  with  his  band  of  thirty,  (ten 
women  and  twenty  men),  eighteen  months  in  the  swamps  of  St. 
James'  Parish.  His  master,  S.  Coutrell,  at  present  himself  a 
refugee  in  the  quagmires  of  secession,  had  purchased  him  at  a 
great  price,  and  had  taken  him  to  his  plantation  to  make  sugar 
hogsheads ;  for  Octave  was  a  cooper.  At  the  early  dawn  one 
morning,  Octave  was  found  asleep  at  his  bench.  His  allotted 
task  required  him  to  be  early  at  work.  He  had  risen  in  the 
first  hours  of  the  morning,  and,  repairing  to  his  place  of  toil, 
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seated  himself  upon  his  bench  to  wait  for  sufficient  light  to 
begin  his  labor.  "  I  suppose,"  said  he,  "  that  I  must  have  fallen 
asleep  ;  for  the  first  I  knew  I  found  myself  lying  on  the  ground, 
sort  of  stunned,  Massa  standing  over  me  with  a  big  stick  in  his 
hand."  Two  stout  slaves  were  ordered  to  take  Octave  to  the 
whipping  place,  and  give  him  fifty  lashes. 

It  should  be  understood  that  whipping,  throughout  all  the  slave 
region,  was  by  no  means  what  is  known  by  that  name  else- 
where— not  at  all  the  same  thing  as  that  sometimes  applied  at 
the  ISTorth  to  refractory  school-boys.  In  these  slave  communities 
it  had  been  reduced  to  a  species  of  recognized  art.  Its  imple- 
ments were  among  the  most  prominent  signs  of  slave  civiliza- 
tion, as  Carlisle  says  the  gallows  was,  formerly,  in  England.  In 
the  first  place,  the  whips  were  of  various  kinds,  according  to  the 
exact  effect  intended  to  be  produced.  There  was  the  whip  of 
knotted  hempen  cords  ;  the  whip  with  the  twisted  lash  of  dried 
bulFs  hide ;  the  coach-trace  whip,  and  the  paddle.  "  Some* 
times,"  says  Dr.  Hyde,  "  flat  hand-saws  were  used  as  whips." 
Then  there  were  various  exposures  and  postures.  Sometimes  the 
victim,  stripped  stark  naked  from  the  armpits  to  the  heels,  was 
laid,  face  downwards,  over  a  stout  beam,  supported  upon 
posts  at  the  proper  elevation,  with  the  feet  and  hands  fastened 
with  strong  ropes  to  stakes  driven  firmly  into  the  ground  on 
either  side.  In  that  posture  one  or  the  other  of  the  above 
mentioned  instruments  was  applied,  according  to  the  ultimate 
intention  of  the  master.  If  he  contemplated  a  future  sale  of  the 
slave,  the  paddle  was  generally  used.  This  consisted  of  a  broad 
piece  of  heavy  sole-leather,  some  fourteen  or  sixteen  inches  in 
length,  nailed  to  a  convenient  wooden  handle.  This  only 
bruised  the  flesh,  without  breaking  the  skin,  and  after  some 
weeks  or  months  all  signs  of  its  use  disappeared,  and  no  suspi- 
cion was  aroused  in  any  future  purchaser,  of  the  indocility  of 
the  chattel.  On  the  other  hand,  the  use  of  all  the  other  instru- 
ments lacerated  the  flesh  to  a  considerable  depth,  and  left  for- 
ever after  enormous  ridges  or  welts.  Often  two  were  employed 
to  do  the  prescribed  work,  the  first  becoming  too  much  fatigued 
to  make  his  blows  heavy  enough  to  satisfy  the  critical  eye  of  the 
on-looking  master  or  overseer,  was  relieved  by  a  fresh  hand, 
imtil  the  required  number  of  blows  had  been  all  told ;  and  then^ 
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the  arras  being  loosed,  a  pail  of  old  beef  or  pork  brine  was 
dashed  upon  the  back.  If  the  victim  had  fainted,  this  usually 
roused  him,  and  staunched  the  flowing  blood.  He  was  then  set 
at  liberty,  and  allowed  to  begin  his  daily  task  in  the  cane  or 
cotton-field. 

The  operation  was  frequently  varied  by  a  change  of  posture. 
Sometimes  the  victims  were  stripped  as  before  mentioned  and 
bound  to  a  tree  or  post.  Sometimes,  especially  women  in  the 
last  stages  of  child  bearing,  were  laid  naked  upon  the  ground, 
face  downward,  with  their  arms  and  legs  stretched  out  and  firmly 
bound  to  stakes,  "  a  hole,"  says  the  witness,  "  being  dug  under- 
neath large  enough  to  admit  the  pregnant  belly,"  and  then  the 
knotted  or  the  twisted  scourge,  the  coach  trace  or  the  paddle,  was 
applied  as  before  mentioned.  "  In  some  parishes,"  says  Mr. 
Jervis,  "  they  have  hired  whippers," 

Of  this  nature  were  the  incentives  to  life-long  human  toil,  fur- 
nished by  a  system  that  Bishop  Hopkins  and  Prof.  S.  F.  B. 
Morse  declare  to  be  of  Divine  ordination.  We  read  with  espe- 
cial wonder  in  the  ancient  Scriptures  of  a  tribe  of  men  who  be- 
lieved in  the  divinity  of  the  god  Moloch.  "We  shudder  at  the 
ordeal  to  which  his  worship  subjected  his  votaries.  That  wor- 
ship was  doubtless  the  creation  of  a  depraved  and  perverted 
human  intellect.  Upon  that  primal  age,  however,  the  Sun  of 
Eighteousness  had  not  yet  arisen.  But  this  is  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  Christian  century.  What  is  to  be  said  of  the  de- 
votees of  a  divinity  still  more  monstrous  and  cruel  than  the 
ancient  god  of  the  Ammonites  ? 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  what  I  have  here  been  describing 
was  the  ordinary  mode  of  punishment,  only  whipping^  and  by 
no  means  anything  unusual  or  extraordinary.  Nor  was  the 
spectacle  witnessed  alone  by  the  old  master  and  his  overseer,  but 
frequently  by  the  young  masters  and  mistresses  also,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  South  Carolina  planter,  referred  to  in  the  main  report 
of  the  Commission. 

But,  to  return  to  Octave.  He  said :  "  I  had  never  been  whip- 
ped, but  I  had  heard  the  blows  and  the  groans  of  the  others,  and 
I  mude  up  my  mind  quickly  to  run  for  the  swamp  which  lay  a 
mile  or  so  in  the  rear  of  the  sugar  house."  Being  a  fleet  runner, 
Octave  outstripped    his    pursuers,   reached   the    swamj),   and 
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plunged  into  its  Jungles.  After  some  days  he  found  the  band  of 
refugees  with  -whom  he  afterwards  lived.  Of  course  his  master 
did  not  mean  to  lose  so  valuable  a  chattel.  Accordingly  he  sent 
for  a  famous  professional  slave-hunter,  Eugene  Jardeau  by  name, 
and  hired  him  with  his  pack  of  twenty  hounds  to  recover  the 
fugitive,  dead  or  alive. 

His  friends  on  the  plantation  having  given  him  and  his  com- 
panions timely  notice,  the  band  immediately  set  about  prepar- 
inor  for  the  stru2;2;le.  Two  or  three  of  them  took  the  women,  and 
by  making  a  long  "  detour  "  secreted  them  in  a  place  of  safety, 
returning  upon  their  own  tracks  to  the  path  that  led  to  their 
former  hiding  place,  having  (carefully  rubbed  the  soles  of  their 
feet  with  the  feet  of  rabbits,  with  which  they  had  previously  sup- 
plied themselves  for  this  purpose,  and  dragging  these  after  them 
to  deceive  the  scent  of  the  hounds,)  with  clubs  in  their  hands 
they  waited  at  the  point  of  junction  for  the  attack.  All  day 
they  stood  together  and  fought  the  hounds,  slowly  retreating 
farther  and  farther  into  the  swamp.  They  succeeded  in  killing 
eight  of  them.  Towards  sun-down,  becoming  thoroughly  ex- 
hausted, with  their  arms  and  legs  torn  by  the  fangs  of  tlie  dogs, 
and  having  lost  much  blood,  the  word  was  given  to  scatter  and  run. 
^^  Sauve  qui  jpeutP  Octave  and  four  or  live  of  his  companions 
made  for  a  bayou  in  the  rear.  Under  the  headway  of  men 
fleeing  for  life,  they  reached  the  bank  to  discover  that  its  shallow 
waters,  obstructed  by  great  roots  and  fallen  trees,  were  fall  of 
alligators.  They  could  not  stop  if  they  would — they  made  the 
leap  and  scrambled  through.  The  hounds  followed,  and  the  alli- 
gators, not  touching  the  negroes,  attacked  the  dogs  with  great 
fury,  killing  six  of  them. 

Mr,  Jardeau  coming  up,  and  seeing  how  matters  stood, 
hastily  recalled  what  was  left  of  his  pack.  Octave  and  his  com- 
panions escaped.  !Not  one  was  killed  or  taken.  He  was  asked 
how  he  explained  the  fact  that  the  alligators  did  not  even 
attempt  to  attack  him  and  his  companions,  but  fell  upon  the 
hounds  with  such  voracity.  He  answered  :  "  D'un  no,  Massa. 
Some  ob  'em  said  dey  touglit  t'was  God  ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  tink 
de  alligators  loved  dog's  flesh  \>^\Xqx'\\  jpersonal  flesh,.^'' 

Some  few  months  after  this  battle  with  the  blood-hounds  in 
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tlie  swamps  of  St.  James'  Parish,  anotlier  battle  occniTed,  whicli 
resulted  in  Gen,  Butler's  taking  possession  of  New  Orleans,  and 
it  became  Mr.  Coutrell's  turn  to  flee.  Octave  and  his  com- 
panions, being  duly  advised  by  their  friends,  left  the  swamp, 
made  their  way  to  Camp  Parapet,  then  in  command  of  Gen. 
Phelps,  and  gave  themselves  up.  Most  of  the  men  enlisted  in 
the  army. 

Incidents  of  the  kind  above  mentioned  were  not  infrequent. 
The  swamps  were  never  free  of  negroes.  They  constituted  a 
species  of  asylum,  and  that  fact  had  its  eifect  upon  the  character 
of  the  negro,  and  upon  the  working  of  the  sj'stem.  As  a  gen- 
eral thing,  the  negro  became  more  self-reliant,  and  the  master 
more  wary,  often  adopting  very  inhuman  measures  of  precau- 
tion, such  as  branding  with  a  hot  iron,  splitting  or  cropping  the 
ears,  and  compelling  the  suspected  to  wear  the  heavy  iron  collar 
with  horns,  called  "  a  choker." 

Another  fact  that  had  an  important  influence  upon  the  sys- 
tem in  the  region  under  consideration,  as  well  as  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  slave,  remains  to  be  mentioned.  The  valley  of  the 
Lov.'cr  Mississippi,  from  an  early  period  of  its  settlement,  con- 
tained a  proportionately  large  free  colored  population.  In  1803, 
when  the  territory  of  which  the  State  of  Louisiana  forms  a  part 
was  ceded  by  the  French  Republic  to  the  United  States,  these 
free  colored  men  were  already  quite  numerous,  and  many  of 
them  were  possessed  of  considerable  property.  They  were  not 
only  as  free  as  any  other  portion  of  the  population,  but  in  gen- 
eral as  well  educated  and  intelligent.  Many  of  them  Avere  the 
children  of  the  early  white  settlers,  and  had  always  enjoyed  a 
certain  social  as  well  as  civil  equality.  As  to  the  enjoyment  of 
political  rights,  under  the  old  Spanish  and  French  regimes, 
neither  white  or  black  settlers  ever  had  much  experience  ;  con- 
sequently, there  had  never  arisen  among  them  much  question  of 
these  rights,  or  as  to  whom  they  belonged.  The  French  Pepub- 
jc,  founded  upon  "  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity,"  had  not  yet 
quite  forgotten  the  import  of  these  words,  and  hence  caused  to 
to  be  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  cession  a  solemn  stipulation,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 
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Akt.  3d.  "The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  he  in- 
corporated into  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted 
as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  y)rc  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
profess." 

Under  this  article  of  the  treaty  of  1803,  the  free  colored  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana  have  always  held,  and  do  nov/  claim,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  was  solemnly  boand  to  secure 
to  them  "  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities"  that  were 
justly  due  to  any  other  free  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory, 
whatever  might  be  the  political  forms  Avhicli  it  was  subsequently 
permitted  to  assume ;  and  that,  therefore,  in  authorizing  the 
■white  inhabitants  of  the  territory  to  organize  it  into  slave  States 
under  such  constitutions  and  laws  as  excluded  them  fi-om  all 
political  and  many  civil  rights  and  immunities,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  permitted  the  perpetration  of  a  great 
•wrong,  not  only  against  them,  but  against  the  good  faith  and 
the  honor  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  case  they  present,  even  upon  the 
letter  of  the  treaty,  can  be  successfully  traversed.  And  it  is 
still  more  difficult  to  understand  how  the  fact  of  their  having 
lain  under  a  great  wrong  for  sixty  years  can  now  be  set  up  as  a 
reason  for  refusing  to  rectify  it.  Besides,  to-day  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  free  colored  people  of  Louisiana  are,  as  a  body, 
as  well  educated,  as  intelligent,  as  orderly,  and  as  industrious  as 
any  other  equal  portion  of  the  common  population  of  the  State; 
on  an  average,  as  rich  as  the  mass  of  the  people  of  the  Free 
States,*  and  certainly  far  more  loyal  than  their  white  felluw-citi- 


*  There  is  some  difficulty  in  getting  at  the  exact  number  of  the  free  colored 
population  of  Louisiana,  or  at  the  exact  assessed  value  of  the  property  on 
■which  they  paid  taxes  in  any  given  year.  According  to  the  United  St.ates 
census  of  1860,  the  free  colored  po[ailation  of  the  State  was  at  that  period 
18,G47,  and,  from  the  best  information  I  could  obtain  at  New  Orleans,  the  as- 
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zens,  as  was  proved  in  the  summer  of  last  year,  -wlien  Governor 
Sliepley  made  a  call  for  volunteers  to  defend  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  against  a  threatened  attack  of  the  rebel  army  under 
Magruder;  while  the  white  inhabitants,  even  many  of  those  that 
had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  held  back  and  re- 
fused to  be  enrolled,  in  forty-eight  hours  after  the  call  addressed 
to  the  free  colored  people  was  issued,  more  than  one  hundred  of 
their  shops  and  places  of  business  were  closed  and  a  full  regi- 
ment was  organized  and  ready  for  the  field,  and  within  seventy- 
two  hours  a  second.  Are  not  these  people,  then,  as  fit  in  all  re- 
spects to  enjoy  and  exercise  the  rights  civil  and  political  of  citi- 
zenship, as  they  whose  only  qualification  is  a  shade  whiter  skin, 
and  a  reluctant  swearing  to  an  oath  of  allegiance  under  protest, 
or  with  mental  reservation  ? 

The  truth  is  that  the  case  of  these  old  freemen  of  Louisiana  is 
*'  sui  generis,"  and  does  by  no  means  involve  the  question  con* 
nected  with  the  justice  or  expediency  of  granting  political  rights 
to  the  recently  emancipated  colored  people.     Their  claim  to 


Bessed  value  of  the  property  on  which  they,  paid  taxes  for  that  year  was  about 
$13,000,000.     This  gives  an  average  of  about  $700  for  each  person. 

But  the  population,  as  given  in  the  census  for  i860,  is  believed  to  be  con- 
Biderably  below  the  true  estimate.  The  best  informed  persons,  old  residents 
of  New  Orleans,  and  familiar  with  the  subject,  putting  it  at  not  less  than 
25,000  at  the  present  time.  If  we  assume  the  assessed  value  of  their  property 
to  be  now  what  it  was  in  ISGO,  it  makes  an  average  for  each  person  of  $520. 

It  is  true  that,  according  to  the  State  census  of  1S53,  as  stated  in  the  Loui- 
eiana  State  Register,  the  free  colored  population  in  that  year  was  28,820.  But 
this  is  believed  not  to  be  accurate,  inasmuch  as,  according  to  the  same  State 
Kcgister.  the  population  for  the  year  1850  was  but  17,4G2. 

These  discrepancies  arise  in  a  great  measure,  undoubtedly,  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  distinguishing  between  the  lightest  shade  of  the  colored  population 
and  the  darkest  shade  of  the  white,  and  the  consequent  latitude  of  classifica- 
tion, according  to  the  caprice  of  the  persons  making  the  census.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  estimate  of  from  23,000  to  25,000  for  the  population,  and 
from  13,000,000  to  15,000,000  as  the  assessed  value  of  the  property  upon 
which  they  have  paid  taxes,  approximates  the  truth. 

In  the  loyal  free  States,  according  to  the  United  States  census  for  18G0,  the 
estimate  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Population,  19,239,851 ;  valuation  of  real  and  personal  properry,  $9,325,- 
045,381 ;  giving  $484^  to  each  person. — Srf.  Nat  Almnnnr.^  pp,  147  and  309. 
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the  enjoyment  of  these  rights  rests  upon  entirely  distinct  and 
very  different  grounds.  Besides,  the  Government  needs  the 
suffrages  of  these  people  in  defence  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union  at  this  very  hour,  almost  as  indispensably  as  it  needed 
their  arms  at  the  period  above  referred  to. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  how 
so  numerous  and  intelligent  a  body  of  people,  living  and  thriv- 
ing in  the  midst  of  slavery  in  spite  of  all  obstructions,  of  the 
same  race  as  the  enslaved,  should  have  had  an  important  influ- 
ence as  well  upon  the  master  as  upon  the  slave,  inducing  the 
latter  to  greater  and  greater  longing  for  liberty,  and  fur  the 
opportunity  to  live  and  labor,  free  from  the  scourge  of  the  driver's 
whip  ;  and  the  former  to  more  and  more  wariness  and  severity 
of  repression. 

There  were  other  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  the 
working  of  the  slave  system  in  the  Yalley  of  the  Lower  lilissis- 
sippi,  to  which  I  need  not  now  refer.  The  facts  here  mentioned 
are  sufficient  to  show  that,  in  its  main  features,  slavery  was 
here  of  the  same  general  nature  as  elsewhere.  Its  results  and 
human  products,  are  what  we  have  principally  to  deal  with,  and 
these  also  are  everywhere  nearly  identical.  Tlioroughl)'-  to  com- 
prehend these,  and  to  know  how  to  dispose  of  them,  is  the  great 
necessity  that  presses  upon  our  statesmen  and  rulers  in  the 
present  hour. 

As  I  have  before  said,  here,  upon  the  banks  of  the  great 
river,  these  results  and. products  are  still  to  be  seen,  side  by 
side,  the  colored  man,  as  slavery  has  left  him,  and  the  white 
man,  as  slavery  has  made  him. 

Allow  me  briefly  to  present  them,  not  in  the  light  of  my  own 
personal  observation  alone,  but  rather  in  that  of  the  experience 
of  those  whose  duty  it  has  been  to  mingle  with  them,  and  to 
deal  practically  with  many  of  the  troublesome  and  disturbing 
questions  arising  out  of  the  great  transformation  going  on  ia 
their  midst. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  colored  man.  Gen.  Banks,  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  whose  experience  and  earnest 
study  of  the  subject  matter  under  consideration,  gives  weight  to 
his  testimony,  declared  to  me  that  he  had  learned  far  more  of 
the  colored  men  than  of  the  white ;  that  they  understood  much 
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better  the  requirements  of  their  own  peculiar  position  in  the 
present  exigency  than  the  white  men  did  of  theirs,  and  accepted 
them  much  more  readily  and  wisely ;  and  that,  in  his  judgment, 
"  M'hoever  else  might  fail  in  the  great  revolution,  it  would  not 
be  the  black  man." 

And,  in  a  letter  from  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  in  answer  to 
certain  inquiries  addressed  to  him,  previous  to  my  departure 
from  New  Orleans,  under  date  of  March  28th,  1864,  Gen.  Banks 
writes : 

"  I  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  capabilities  of  the 
emancipated  colored  people  to  meet  and  discharge  the  duties 
incident  to  the  great  change  in  their  condition.  I  have  seen 
them  in  all  situations,  within  the  last  year  and  a  half,  and 
it  is  with  much  pleasure  I  say,  as  I  stated  to  you  in  person 
that  they  seem  to  me  to  have  a  clearer  comprehension  of  their  po- 
sition, and  tlie  duties  whicli  rest  upon  them,  than  any  other  class 
of  our  people,  accepting  the  necessity  of  labor  which  rests  upon 
them  as  upon  others.  The  conditions  they  uniformly  impose 
show  the  good  sense  with  which  they  approach  the  change  in 
their  condition. 

*'  Tliey  demand,  in  the  first  instance,  that  to  whatever  punish- 
ment they  may  be  subjected,  they  shall  not  be  flogged. 

"  2d.  That  they  shall  labor  only  when  they  are  well  treated. 

"  od.  That  families  should  not  be  separated. 

"  4th.  That  their  children  shall  be  educated. 

"  AVith  these  stipulations  I  have  never  found  any  person  of  that 
race  who  did  not  readily  accept  tlie  necessity  of  continuous  and 
faithful  labor  at  just  rates  of  compensation,  which  they  seem 
willing  to  leave  to  the  Government.  As  far  as  the  experiment 
goes  in  this  department,  they  have  justified  in  the  fullest  degree 
this  conclusion,  and,  subject  to  the  conditions  wliicli  they  im- 
pose, they  are  willing  to  and  have  rendered  faithful  labor. 

"  There  were  in  this  department,  when  I  assumed  command, 
many  thousands  of  colored  persons  without  employment  or 
home,  who  were  decimated  by  disease  and  death  of  *iie  most 
frightful  character.  To  these,  natives  of  the  plantations  in  the 
department,  have  been  added  many  thousand  fugitives  from  the 
Burvouuding  States,  of  every  age  and  condition.     There  are  not> 
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at  this  time,  600  persons  that  are  not  self-supporting,  and  there 
has  not  been  in  the  last  year,  any  day  when  we  would  not  have 
gladly  accepted  ten  or  twenty  thousand,  irrespective  of  their 
condition,  in  addition  to  those  we  have  of  our  own.  Except  that 
the  negro  understood  the  necessities  of  his  position,  and  was 
able,  in  the  language  of  your  letter,  "  to  meet  and  discharge  the 
duties  incident  to  the  great  change  in  his  condition,"  this  result 
would  have  been  physically  impossible. 

"  Wherever,  in  the  department,  they  have  been  well  treated, 
and  reasonably  compensated,  they  have  invariably  rendered 
faithful  service  to  their  employers. 

"  From  many  persons  who  manage  plantations,  I  have  received 
the  information  that  there  is  no  dithculty  whatever  in  keeping 
them  at  work,  if  the  conditions  to  which  I  have  above  referred 
are  complied  with." 

And  George  TI.  Hanks,  Colonel  of  the  15th  Regiment,  Corps 
d'Afrique,  member  of  the  Board  of  Enrollment,  and  Superin- 
tendent of  negro  labor  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  under 
date  of  February  Gth,  1864:,  deposes  :  "  that  he  went  to  Louisi- 
ana as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  12th  Connecticut  Regiment,  under 
Gen.  Butler ;  that  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  contra- 
bands under  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Sherman.  The  negroes,  he  says, 
t"  came  in  scarred,  ■wounded,  and  some  with  iron  collars  round 
lieir  necks.  I  set  them  at  work  on  abandoned  plan  tations,  and 
on  the  fortifications.  At  one  time  we  had  6,500  of  them  ;  there 
was  not  the  slightest  difficulty  with  them.  They  are  more  will- 
ing to  work,  and  more  patient  than  any  pet  of  human  beings  I 
ever  saw.  It  is  true  there  is  a  general  dislike  to  return  to  their 
old  masters  ;  and  those  who  have  remained  at  home  are  suspi. 
cious  of  foul  play,  and  feel  it  to  bo  necessary  to  run  away  to  test 
their  freedom.  This  year  the  dislike  has  very  much  lessened  • 
they  begin  to  feel  themselves  more  secure,  and  do  not  hesitate 
to  return  for  wages.  The  negroes  willingly  accept  the  condition 
of  lahor  for  their  own  maintenance^  and  the  mushet  for  their 
freedom.  I  knew  a  family  of  five,  who  were  freed  by  the  volun- 
tary enlistment  of  one  of  the  boys.  lie  entered  the  ranks  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  freeing  his  family.  His  name  was 
Moore ;  he  was  owned  by  the  Messrs.  Leeds,  iron-founders  ;  they 
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resided  ■witliln  one  of  the  Parishes  excepted  in  the  Proclamation 
of  Emancipation.  He  was  the  first  man  to  fall  at  Pascagoula. 
Upon  starting,  he  said  to  his  family  :  "  I  know  I  shall  fall,  but 
you  will  be  free." 

"A  negro  soldier  demanded  his  children  at  my  hands.  1 
wanted  to  test  his  afi'ection.  I  said  :  '  they  had  a  good  liome.' 
He  said :  '  Lieut.,  I  want  to  .send  my  children  to  school ;  my 
wife  is  not  allowed  to  see  them  ;  I  am  in  your  service  ;  I  wear 
military  clothes ;  I  have  been  in  three  battles ;  I  was  in  the 
assault  at  Port  Hudson ;  I  want  my  children ;  they  are  my  flesh 
and  blood.' " 

Col.  Hanks,  whose  true-hearted  and  faithful  service  to  the 
colored  people  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  cannot  be  too 
highly  appreciated,  did  not,  of  course,  undertake  to  withstand 
that  appeal.     The  children  were  delivered  to  the  ftither. 

Next  to  the  right  to  work  for  his  own  maintenance  and  that 
of  his  family,  the  colored  man  here,  as  elsev/here,  asks  for  the 
privilege  of  sending  his  children  to  school. 

"  The  colored  people,"  says  Col.  Hanks,  "  manifest  the  great- 
est anxiety  to  educate  their  children,  and  they  thoroughly  ap- 
preciate the  benefits  of  education.  I  have  known  a  family  to  go 
with  two  meals  a  day,  in  order  to  save  fifty  cents  a  week  to  pay 
an  indifferent  teacher  for  their  children." 

The  universal  and  urgent  desire  of  the  colored  people  for  edu- 
cation was  most  strikingly  illustrated  by  a  fact  that  came  to  my 
knowledge  during  a  recent  visit  to  Port  Hudson.  In  each  of 
the  camps  of  the  colored  regiments,  the  best  built  cabin  was  a 
Bchool-house.  These  regiments  had  obtained  the  authorization 
of  Gen.  Andrews  for  the  establishment  of  regimental  schools. 
They  proceeded  with  their  own  hands  to  erect  school-houses,  and, 
at  their  own  cost,  to  procure  teachers  (in  some  of  the  regiments 
the  chaplains  undertook  that  duty) ;  and,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  their  officers,  all  their  leisure  time  was  most  assiduously, 
and  perscveringly  devoted  to  their  studies.  Ought  not  the  Gov- 
ernment to  encourage  this  most  praiseworthy  desire  of  the  colored 
regiments,  by  providing  for  each,  at  least  one  permanent  teacher  ? 
A  disabled  veteran  white  soldier,  might  be  thus  employed. 

A  desire  for  education,  a  love  of  knowledge  in  any  coimnunitjr 
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or  people  have  been  always  considered  the  surest  proofs  of  their 
intrinsic  worth,  the  most  liopcful  signs  of  their  capacity  for 
civilization  and  future  advancement.  The  extraordinary  mani- 
festation of  this  love  and  desire  among  the  emancipated  colored 
people,  when  taken  in  connection  with  their  previous  condition 
of  degradation,  is  one  of  the  most  amazing  facts  with  respect  to 
them.  And  when  contrasted  with  the  almost  universal  indiffer- 
ence, even  contempt,  with  which  the  poor  Southern  whites  re- 
gard that  matter,  is  well  calculated  to  stagger  the  white  man's 
boast  of  the  great  superiority  of  his  race.  The  colored  man 
came  out  of  Africa  wnthout  a  single  element  of  civilization. 
Not  even  a  tradition  of  any  trace  of  education  belongs  to  his  an- 
cestry. On  the  other  hand,  what  are  called  ^^  the  poor  white 
trash  "  of  the  Slave  States,  are  for  the  most  part,  the  descendants 
of  the  same  race  as  tlie  men  who  have  carried  our  civilization 
from  the  hills  of  New  England  through  tlie  great  wilderness,  to 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  They  set  out  upon  their  career 
with  many  advantages  of  climate  and  soil,  and  with  equal  op- 
portunities for  education  and  enlightenment.  But  there  stood 
in  their  way  the  formidable  barriers  of  the  mastership.  Its  all 
devouring  darkness  swallowed  them  up,  and  to-day  it  can  only 
be  said  of  them,  that  no  more  ignorant,  demoralized,  and  pitiable 
community  of  human  beings  ever  lived  in  any  civilized  country, 
in  any  age. 

It  may  therefore  be  questioned,  whether  after  all,  the  most 
pernicious  and  fatal  work  of  the  masters  has  not  been  wrought 
against  their  own  race,  even  leavino^  out  of  the  account  their 
prest^nt  attempt  to  overthrow  the  grandest  results  of  its  history — 
the  nationality,  civilization,  and  free  institutions  of  the  People 
of  the  United  States. 

"  Besides  their  hearty  appreciation  of  education,  the  colored 
people,"  says  Col.  Hanks,  "  are  very  religious  and  devotional, 
and  through  this  channel  are  easily  controlled  and  taught.  I 
have  had  frequent  exhibitions  of  their  trust  in  God  relative  to 
their  freedom.  I  have  knowm  them  to  pray  to  God  to  bless  the 
d — d  Yankees." 

"  The  negroes,"  says  Mr.  Roudanez,  "  are  much  more  virtuous 
since  the  Proclamation  of  Freedom.  The  men  respect  them- 
6el\^s  much  more,  and  the  women  are  much  more  chaste,  becausa 
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prompted  by  their  wants,  such  as  clothing  and  other  necessaries." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  speak  of  tlie  character  of 
the  colored  man  as  a  soldier,  as  presented  liere  in  tlie  Yalley  ot 
the  Mississippi.  The  universal  oihcial  attestation  to  his  soldierly 
bearing  and  true  valor  under  the  severest  trials,  has  put  that 
beyond  question,  Nor  are  his  .sobriety,  orderliness,  and  willing 
submission  to  discipline,  less  conspicuous.  Gen.  Andrews,  in 
coTnmand  at  Port  Iludson,  recently  assured  me  that  his  colored 
troops  were  his  best  troops,  tliat  they  performed  all  their  duties, 
and  especially  fatigue  duties,  with  greater  cheerfulness  and  more 
faithfully  than  the  white  regiments;  and  that,  with  competent 
officers,  he  believed  no  troops  would  be  more  reliable. 

Even  the  single  instance  of  apparent  insubordination  which 
occurred  recently  at  Fort  Jackson,  was  provoked  by  such  un- 
heard-of outrages  on  the  part  of  the  Lieut.-CoL,  and  the  other 
white  officers  implicated,  that  Gen,  Dwight,  who  >yas  sent  tliere 
by  General  Banks  to  investigate  the  matter,  personally  declared 
to  me,  that  the  colored  soldiers  were  blameless.  The  officers 
were  dismissed  from  the  service — a  very  light  punishment,  con- 
Bidering  the  enormity  of  their  offences. 

This  affair  was  published  in  many  public  journals  in  the 
United  States  and  abroad  as  a  case  of  mutiny.  It  had  really 
nothing  of  the  aniimis  of  a  mutiny.  "What  the  men  proposed  to 
do  was  to  take  with  them  their  shameless  and  guilty  officers, 
march  to  Xew  Orleans  and  deliver  themselves  up  to  Gen.  Banks 
as  the  Commander-in-Chief 

We  need  not  then  despair  of  the  emancipated  negro.  Not- 
withstanding the  degradation  imposed  upon  him  by  the  slave 
system,  there  is  much  left  in  him  to  build  upon,  lie  is  at  least 
ready  and  willing  to  undertake  the  performance  of  his  huml)le 
and  toilsome  part  in  the  new  order  of  things.  Indeed,  if  one 
may  take  as  a  proof,  the  results  of  the  life-struggle  and  history 
of  the  old  free  colored  people  of  Louisiana,  before  referred  to,  the 
conclusion  is  unavoidable,  that  the  black  man  is  not  only  caj^able 
of  self-guidance  and  self  maintenance,  but,  that  under  the  influ- 
ence of  higher  aiid  nohler  human  motives  and  incentives,  his 
progress  in  the  arts  and  attainments  of  civilized  life,  is  subject 
only  to  the  same  laws  that  control  that  of  other  races  of  men. 
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On  the  other  hand,  what  is  to  be  said  of  the  white  man,  hia 
old  master,  and  of  his  capacity,  disposition,  and  attitude  relative 
to  the  part  which  he  is  called  upon  to  perform  in  the  new  indus- 
trial and  social  system  ? 

Col.  Hanks,  a  large  portion  of  whose  daily  life,  for  two  years 
past,  has  been  spent  in  daily  intercourse  with  the  planters  in  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  declares  that  "  although  they  begin  to 
Bee  that  Slavery  is   dead,  yet  the  spirit  of  Slavery  still  lives 
among  them.     Many  of  them  are  even  more  rampant  to  enslave 
the  negro  than  e^er  before.     They  make  great  endeavors  to  re- 
cover wJiat  they  call  their  own  negroes.     One  planter  offered  me 
$5,000  to  return  his  negroes.     They  have  even  hired  men  to  steal 
them  from  my  own  camp.     (The  old  spirit  still  prompting  to  the 
old  crime,  which,  long  ago,  was  declared   felony  by  the  law  of 
nations  if  perpetrated  in  Africa.)  "     "  They  yield,"  he  continues, 
"  to  the  idea  of  freedom  only  under  compulsion.     They  submit 
to  the  terms  ^dictated  by  the  Government,  because  obliged  so  to 
do.     Mr,  \ .  B,  Marmillon,  one  of  the  richest  and  most  exten- 
sive sugar  planters  in  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  refused  to  work  his  plantation  unless 
he  could  have  his  own  negroes  returned  to  him.     He  had  1,450 
acres  of  cane  under  cultivation ;  his  whole  family  of  plantation 
hands  left  him  and  came  to  New  Orleans,  reporting  themselves 
to  me.     Among  them  could  be  found  every  species  of  mechanic 
and  artisan.     I  called  them  up  and  informed  them  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  taken  possession  of  old  master's  crop,  and  that  they 
were  needed  to  take  it  off,  and  would  be  paid  for  their  labor. 
All  consented  to  retm*n  ;  but  next  morning  when  the  time  came 
for  their  departure,  not  one  would  go.     One  of  them  said  :  "  I 
will  go  anywhere  else  to  work,  but  you  may  shoot  me  before  I 
will  return  to  the  old  plantation."    I  afterwards  ascertained  that 
Marmillon,  whom  they  called  '  Old  Cotton  Beard,'  had  boasted 
in   the   presence   of  two  colored  girls,  house  servants,  how  he 
would  serve  them  when  he  once  more  had  them  in  his  power. 
These  girls  had  walked  more  than  thirty  miles  in  the  night  to 
bring  the  information  to  their  friends,"    These  people  were  set  to 
work  elsewhere. 

"  It  is  undoubtedly  true,"  says  Col.  Hanks,  "  that  this  year  a 
change  for  the  better  seems  to  be  taking  place.    In  some  parishes 
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the  letting  of  plantations  to  Northern  men  has  a  powerful  eifect. 
The  disposition  of  the  planters,  however,  towards  their  old 
slaves,  wlieii  they  consent  to  hire  them,  is  Ly  no  means  friendly. 
I  told  a  planter  recently,  that  it  was  the  express  order  of  Gen. 
Banks  that  the  negroes  should  be  educated.  He  replied  that, 
*no  one  should  teach  Jiis  negroes.''  " 

Ool.  Hanks  further  declares  it  as  his  deliberate  judgment  that 
"  if  civil  government  be  established  here,  and  military  rulo 
withdrawn,  there  is  the  greatest  danger  that  the  negro  would 
become  subject  to  some  form  of  serfdom." 

His  testimony  on  this  point  is  referred  to  elsewhere. 

The  statement  of  Col.  Hanks,  and  the  general  correctness  of 
his  views,  were  concurred  in  by  many  other  intelligent  persons, 
familiar  with  the  subject,  and  my  own  personal  observation  fully 
confirms  them.  In  a  stretch  of  three  hundred  miles  up  and 
down  the  Mississippi,  but  one  Creole  planter  was  found  (there 
may,  of  course,  have  been  others  with  whom  I  did  not  come  in 
contact,)  who  heartily  and  unreservedly  adopted  the  idea  of  free 
labor,  and  honestly  carried  it  out  upon  his  plantation.  And 
although  he  declared  that,  in  itself  it  was  successful  much  beyond 
his  expectation,  "  yet,"  he  said,  "  my  life  and  that  of  my  family 
are  rendered  very  unhappy  by  the  opposition  and  contumely  of 
my  neighbors." 

The  simple  truth  is,  that  the  virus  of  slavery,  the  lust  of  own- 
ership, in  the  hearts  of  these  old  masters,  is  as  virulent  and 
active  to-day  as  it  ever  was.  Many  of  them  admit  that  the  old 
form  of  slavery  is  for  the  present,  broken  up.  They  do  not 
hesitate  even  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  experiment  of  se- 
cession is  a  failure ;  but  they  scoff  at  the  idea  of  freedom  for  the 
negro,  and  repeat  the  old  argument  of  his  incapacity  to  take 
care  of  himself,  or  to  entertain  any  higher  motive  for  exertion 
than  that  of  the  whip.  They  await  with  impatience  the  with- 
drawal of  the  military  authorities,  and  the  re-establishment  of 
the  civil  power  of  the  State  to  be  controlled  and  used  as  hitherto 
for  the  maintenance  of  what,  to  them  doubtless,  appears  tlio 
paramount  object  of  all  civil  authority,  of  the  State  itself,  some 
form  of  the  slave  system. 

With  slight  modifications,  the  language  recently  used  by 
Judge  Humphrey  in  a  speech  delivered  at  a  Union  meeting  at 
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Ilnntsville,  Alabama,  seems  most  aptly  to  express  the  hopes  and 
purposes  of  a  large  proportion  of  tlie  old  masters  in  the  Valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  who  liave  consented  to  qualify  their  loyalty 
to  the  Union  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  President's 
Proclamation  of  Amnest3^  After  advising  that  Alabama  *7<(??//(^ 
at  once  returix  to  the  Union  hy  simply  rescinding  the  ordinance 
of  secession,  and  after  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  old  in- 
stitution of  slavery  was  gone,  Judge  Humphrey  says :  "  I 
believe,  in  case  of  a  return  to  the  Union,  we  would  receive 
political  co-operation,  so  as  to  secure  the  management  of  that 
labor  by  those  who  were  slaves.  There  is  really  no  dijference^ 
in- my  opinion,  whether  we  hold  them  as  absolute  slaves,  or 
obtain  their  labor  by  some  other  method.  Of  course  we  prefer 
the  old  method.     But  that  question  is  not  now  before  us." 

It  is  true  that  Gen.  Banks  entertains  slightly  different 
views  of  the  disposition  and  purposes  of  the  planters,  predi- 
cated, however,  on  the  belief  that  the  Government  will  adopt 
Bome  system  of  "  sufficient  supervision  to  compel  the  negro 
to  labor,"  although,  as  we  have  seen  he  elsewhere  declares  that 
good  treatment  and  fair  wages  have  in  all  cases  been  found 
compulsion  enough.  What  the  old  masters  understand  by 
"  a  supervision  to  compel  the  negroes  to  labor,"  is  not  difficult 
to  imagine ;  certainly  it  is  not  good  treatment  and  fair  wages. 

In  the  letter  before  referred  to.  Gen.  Banks  says :  "  I  have 
no  doubt  that  many  of  the  planters  within  our  lines,  who  are 
protected  by  the  Government  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  prop- 
erty, honestly  accept  the  new^  situation,  and  enter  into  the 
idea  of  free  labor  with  sincerity ;  but  it  is  coupled  with  an  incre- 
dulity as  to  the  success  of  the  experiment,  natural  to  their  situa- 
tion, and  to  the  ideas  in  which  they  have  been  educated.  This 
is  fostered  more  by  the  intractability  and  brutality  of  the  over- 
seers— the  middle  class  between  the  laborer  and  the  emploj-er — 
than  it  is  by  any  innate  disposition  of  the  planter  himself,  and 
their  disbelief  of  any  sufficient  governmental  supervision  to  com- 
pel the  negro  to  labor,  to  which  they  think  he  is  disinclined.  If 
such  governmental  supervision  fail  in  this  regard,  the  experiment 
itself  will  fail." 

For  a  more  full  expression  of  the  OBinions  of  Gen.  Banks  on 
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tliis  subject,  reference  may  be  had  to  a  copy  of  his  letter  here- 
Avith  submitted. 

The  opinions  hereinbefore  expressed  as  to  the  spirit  and  dis- 
position of  the  old  masters,  is  fully  and  explicitly  sustained  by 
the  testimony  of  Brig.-Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth,  than  whom  no 
man  has  had  better  opportunities  for  an  intelligent  judgment. 

In  his  examination  before  the  Commission,  soon  after  liis  re- 
turn from  an  official  tour  through  tli6  Valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  past  winter,  in  speaking  of  the  state  of 
things  in  Louisiana,  Gen.  Wadsworth  said : 

"  There  is  one  thing  that  must  be  taken  into  account,  and  that 
is,  that  there  will  exist  a  very  strong  disposition  among  the  mas- 
ters to  control  these  people,  and  keep  them  as  a  subordinate  and 
subjected  class.  Undoubtedly  they  intend  to  do  that.  I  think 
the  tendency  to  establish  a  system  of  serfdom  is  tlie  great  danger 
to  be  guarded  against.  I  talked  with  a  planter  in  the  La 
Fourche  district  near  Tibadouville  ;  he  said  he  was  not  in  favor 
of  secession  ;  he  avowed  his  hope  and  expectation  that  slavery 
would  be  restored  there  in  some  form.  I  said :  '  If  we  went 
away  and  left  these  people  now,  do  you  suppose  you  could  re- 
duce them  again  to  slavery  V  lie  laughed  to  scorn  the  idea  that 
they  could  not.  '  What,'  said  I,  '  these  men,  who  have  had  arms 
in  their  hands  V  '  Yes,'  he  said,  '  we  should  take  the  arms  away 
from  them,  of  course.' " 

Much  other  testimony  of  like  import  might  be  adduced,  but 
it  is  believed  not  necessary  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  pres- 
ent attitude  and  position  of  the  two  principal  constituent  ele- 
ments of  the  disrupted  slave  society,  in  the  region  under  consid- 
eration. 

For  the  sake  of  greater  perspicuity,  I  have  hitherto  refrained 
from  any  reference  to  the  treatment  and  actual  condition  of  the 
emancipated  population,  or  to  the  labor  sj'stem  recently  intro- 
duced in  the  Department  of  tlie  Gulf.  In  what  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  say  of  the  former,  I  refer  for  the  most  part  to  a  period 
antecedent  to  tlie  date  of  the  proclamation  of  Gen.  Banks  pre- 
scribing the  latter ;  that  proclamation  having  been  issued  but  a 
few  days  previous  to  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans. 

Col.  Hanks  speaks  of  the  patience  of  these  people.  Certainly, 
their  uncomplaining  endui*ance  under  the  severest  privation  and 
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suffering,  is  one  of  tlie  most  remarkable  characteristics  of  their 
race  everywhere.  Their  previous  life  of  slavery  inured  them  to 
daily,  habitual  suffering,  and  up  to  this  hour,  their  initiation 
into  Freedom  has  been  attended  with  little  else  than  danger,  ill 
usage,  deprivation,  sickness,  and  bereavement.  The  mortality 
among  them  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi  has  been  frightful. 
The  most  competent  judges  compute  it  at  not  less  than  25  per 
cent,  in  the  last  two  years.  "With  few  exceptions,  they  have 
everywhere  come  under  the  control  of  incompetent  and  other- 
wise unfit  officials.  Often  here,  as  elsewhere,  they  have  fallen 
a  prey  to  the  avaricious  and  unscrupulous.  In  many  instances, 
clothed  in  rags,  without  wholesome  or  sufficient  food,  lodged  at 
night  without  beds  or  bedding,  they  have  toiled  for  months,  and 
in  the  end  have  been  turned  off  with  little  or  no  compensation. 
The  great  exposures  to  which  they  have  been  subjected,  gave 
rise  to  severe  and  fatal  diseases  amongst  them,  in  which  they 
were  left,  in  many  cases,  without  proper  care  or  medical  attend- 
ance. Great  mortality  was  a  natural  consequence.  Much  de- 
privation and  suffering  were,  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, inevitable  to  the  exigencies  in  which  they  were  placed 
by  the  war.  But  I  should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  neglected  to  de- 
clare, that  in  my  judgment,  many  of  the  injuries  of  which  they 
have  been  the  victims,  and  a  great  deal  of  their  sufiering,  have 
resulted  from  the  failure  of  the  national  authorities  to  provide  a 
proper  and  uniform  system  for  their  care  and  protection. 

In  departments  where,  as  here  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  chief  military  authorities 
have  had  at  heart  their  best  interests,  occupied  as  they  have  been 
with  the  movements  of  great  armies  and  by  the  absorbing  cares 
of  the  military  government  devolved  upon  them,  it  was  inevit- 
able that  tliey  should  often  fall  into  the  hands  of  incompetent 
and  unfaithful  subalterns  ;  even  under  the  system  recently  put 
into  operation  here,  and  which  in  many  respects  is  certainly 
better  tlian  the  lack  of  system  previously  existing,  they  come  di- 
rectly under  the  control  and  government  of  the  assistant  provost 
marshals,*  to  each  of  whom  is  assigned  a  certain  district  of  the 

*  "  All  questions,"  says  the  order  of  Gen.  Banks,  "between  the  employer  and  the 
employed,  until  other  tribunals  are  established,  will  be,  decided  by  the  provo*^ 
marshals  of  the  parishes." 
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planting  region.  These  assistant  provost  marslials  are  usually 
young  subalterns,  army  officers,  captains  or  lieutenants.  They 
are  received  into  the  houses  of  the  planters  and  treated  with  a 
certain  consideration.  It  is  hardly  to  he  expected  that  they 
ehould  resist  the  influences  that  are  brought  to  bear  upon  them, 
or  that  often,  without  being  fully  conscious  of  it,  they  should 
not  become  the  employer's  instrument  of  great  injustice  and  ill 
treatment  towards  liis  colored  laborers. 

An  upright  and  competent  witness  whose  testimony  is  liere- 
with  submitted,  says:  "I  am  free  to  declare  that  the  provost 
marshals  have  not  done  justice  to  the  laborers  on  the  plantations. 
They  do  not  see  that  Gen.  Banks'  orders  are  carried  out.  On 
many  plantations  whipping  is  still  permitted."  More  than  one 
instance  of  great  neglect,  injustice  and  abuse  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Commission. 

The  plan  of  Gen.  Banks  has  been  in  operation  too  short  a 
time  to  judge  fully  of  its  merits.  But,  as  I  have  just  said,  it  is 
believed  on  the  whole  and  as  a  temporary  arrangement,  superior 
to  any  hitherto  adopted  in  that  department.  As  a  permanent 
system  it  contains  great  defects.  In  the  iirst  place  it  leaves  the 
classification  of  the  laborers  to  be  determined  between  the  employ- 
ers and  the  assistant  provost  marshals,  which  is  practically  leav- 
ing it  to  the  emplo3^ers  themselves.  Then,  secondly,  without 
reference  to  the  capacities  or  wishes  of  the  employed,  or  to  the 
competition  of  the  labor  market,  it  determines  beforehand  the 
wages  of  their  labor. 

In  the  third  place,  it  implies  that  the  clothing  and  subsistence 
of  the  laborer  and  his  family,  should  be  left  to  the  employers' 
sense  of  what  is  needful  for  them,  with  liberty  to  be  sure,  for 
the  employed  to  commute  for  clothing  at  the  rate  of  three  dol- 
lars a  month  for  first  class  hands,  and  in  similar  proportion  for 
other  classes. 

If  the  only  object  to  be  accomplished  was  simply  "  to  coujpel 
the  negro  to  labor"  in  a  condition  of  perpetual  subordination 
and  subjection,  this  arrangement  would  be  appropriate  enough. 
But  if  the  object  be  to  make  the  colored  man  a  self-su2:)porting 
and  self-defending  member  of  the  community,  then  he  must  be 
placed  in   a  position  where  he  can   determine  the  value  of  his 
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own  labor,  and  be  left  to  take  the  responsibilities  of  bis  own  ex- 
istence and  well  being,  as  well  as  that  of  his  family. 

As  a  general  proposition  this  is  too  plain,  and  in  itself  too 
cogent  to  require  argument.  In  the  actual  condition  of  things 
in  the  Department  of  the  Gidf,  it  might  not  be  convenient  or 
even  possible  to  give  it  full  effect  at  the  present  moment ;  but 
the  temporary  adoption  of  an  opposite  principle,  should  not  bo 
allowed  to  become  the  basis  of  a  permanent  system,  which  would 
differ  very  little  in  its  practical  working  from  that  of  slavery 
itself. 

In  regard  to  classification,  clothing,  and  the  rate  of  wages,  the 
plan  of  Mr.  "Wm,  P.  Mellen,  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department 
at  Natchez,  appears  to  rae  a  much  nearer  approach  to  right 
principles  and  justice,  as  between  employer  and  employed.  In 
this  plan  the  classification  is  determined  beforehand,  and  the 
employed  are  allowed  to  clothe  themselves.  The  rate  of  wagea 
is  here  also  fixed  by  authority,  which,  as  before  suggested,  is 
only  to  be  justified  by  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  laborer  • 
Tinder  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed  by  the 
■war ;  but  here  the  rate  is  much  nearer  to  the  standard  of  the 
public  market. 

According  to  Mr.  Mellen's  plan,  all  sound  persons  between 
the  ao-es  of  20  and  40  are  ISTo.  1  hands.  Between  15  and  19  and 
between  40  and  50  years,  No.  2  hands.  Between  12  and  14  and 
over  50,  No.  3  hands. 

The  wages  for  males,  No.  1  hands,  are  $25  per  month ;  No.  2, 
$20,  and  No.  3,  $15.  For  females  the  wages  are  for  the  several 
grades  respectively,  $18,  $14,  and  $10. 

Persons  suffering  from  any  physical  defect  or  infirmity  con- 
stitute a  fourth  class,  and  are  paid  accordingly.  In  Mr.  Mellen's 
system  the  employers  are  obliged  to  keep  on  hand  a  sufficient 
siipply  of  proper  clothing,  and  to  sell  the  same  to  the  employed 
at  wholesale  cost  price  and  ten  per  cent,  advance. 

The  rate  of  wages  of  the  several  grades  of  laborers,  as  fixed  in 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  is  eight,  six,  five,  and  three  dollars 
a  month,  with  clothing,  or  three  dollars  per  month  commutation 
for  clothing.  In  this  Department  also,  the  laborer  having  once 
selected  his  employer  is  compelled  to  remain  with  him  for  a  year.- 
"While  under  any  system  that  may  be  adopted  it  is  doubtless 
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of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  colored  hihorer  slionld  be 
made  to  understand  the  nature  and  obligations  of  a  contract,  and 
should  be  held  to  the  just  fulfillment  of  such  as  he  may  volun- 
taril_y  enter  into,  this  form  of  enforcing  the  obligation  is 
deemed  wrong  in  principle  and  liable  to  serious  abuses,  and 
only  to  be  tolerated  as  a  temporary  necessity. 

The  system  of  Gen.  Banks  provides  also  tor  the  education  of 
the  colored  children  on  the  plantations,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  free  labor  savings  institutions,  both  of  which  meet  the 
entire  approval  of  the  Commission. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  here  to  enter  farther  into  the  de- 
tails of  these  several  systems.  The  proclamation  and  the  ordera 
under  which  they  are  established,  are  undoubtedly  of  record  in 
the  War  and  Treasury  departments.  Nor  do  I  desire  to  criticise 
too  closely  plans  adopted,  doubtless  with  the  best  intentions,  to 
meet  the  urgent  necessities  which  presented  themselves  in  the 
confusion  and  chaos  consequent  upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  old 
systems,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  war.  Neither,  however,  seems 
to  me  sufficiently  to  recognize  the  freedman's  right  to  intervene 
in  his  own  affairs,  or  to  contemplate  sufficiently  the  great  end 
of  educating  him  to  self  control,  self  reliance,  and  to  the  exercise 
of  the  rights  and  duties  of  civilized  life. 

This  must,  of  course,  be  a  work  of  time.  But  unless  a  system 
be  speedily  adopted  which  shall  embrace  these  as  its  fundamen- 
tal and  primary  objects,  the  practical  freedom  and  future  well- 
being  of  the  emancipated  population,  no  less  than  the  great  in- 
dustrial interests  dependent  upon  their  voluntary,  enlightened, 
and  justly  compensated  labor,  will  be  seriously,  if  not  fatally 
jeopardied. 

But,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commission,  tlie  most  serious 
error  in  connection  with  the  present  arrangements  for  the  care 
and  protection  of  these  people  arises  out  of  the  assignment  to  a 
different  agency  of  the  care  and  disposal  of  the  abandoned 
plantations.  To  enter  into  the  detail  of  all  the  evils  and  abuses 
that  have  arisen  out  of  this  error,  and  which  are  unavoidable,  so 
long  as  it  continues  to  exist,  would  occupy  too  great  a  space  in 
this  report.  Suffice  It  to  say  that  it  is  the  source  of  the  greatest 
confusion  and  a  perpetual  collision  between  the  different  local 
authorities,  in  which  not  only  the  emancipated  population  , 
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tho  Government  itself,  suffers  the  most  serious  injuries  and 
losses. 

Gen.  Banks,  in  the  letter  hereinbefore  so  often  quoted,  says  : 
"The  assignment  of  the  abandoned  or  forfeited  plantations  to 
one  department  of  the  Government,  and  the  protection  and  sup- 
port of  the  emancipated  people  to  another,  is  a  fundamental 
error  productive  of  incalculable  evils,  and  cannot  be  too  soon  or 
too  thoroughly  corrected." 

And  this  is  the  purport  of  all  the  testimony  which  the  Com- 
mission has  been  able  to  obtain,  not  in  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf  only,  but  everywhere,  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

The  unhesitating  judgment  of  every  person,  official  or  other, 
Dot  interested  in  the  opportunities  it  affords  for  peculation, 
with  whom  we  have  consulted,  coincides  with  that  of  Gen. 
Banks.  All,  without  exception,  declare  that  no  system  can 
avail  to  effect  the  great  objects  contemplated,  that  does  not  as- 
sign to  one  and  the  same  authority,  the  care  and  disposal  of  the 
abandoned  plantations,  and  the  care  and  protection  of  the  eman- 
cipated laborers  who  are  to  cultivate  them. 

And,  after  the  most  thorough  investigations,  I  am  authorized 
in  saying  that  this  is  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  Com  mis- 
sion. 

If,  in  the  preceding  cursory  survey  of  the  present  state  of 
things  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  I  have  succeeded  in  pre- 
senting the  two  constituent  elements  of  the  old  slave  society  in 
their  true  light,  it  cannot  fail  to  suggest  the  intrinsic  nature  of 
the  antagonisms  that  stand  in  the  way  of  the  successful  intro- 
duction of  the  free  labor  system  there,  and  of  the  political  recon- 
Btruction  based  upon  it.  Fvery  analysis  of  slave  society-  every- 
where brings  us  to  a  like  conclusion.  The  difficulty  is  not  with 
the  emancipated  slave ;  but  with  the  old  master,  still  enthralled 
by  his  old  infatuation. 

I  am  aware  that  this  master  class  has  been  hitherto  generally 
represented  as  a  body  of  men  remarkable  for  their  proficiency  in 
statesmanship,  politics,  and  deportment.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
now  to  controvert  this  view  of  them,  any  further  than  to  say, 
that  there  is  another  quite  as  intrinsic  and  much  more  impor- 
tant to  be  well  understood. 

Aunt  Phillis,  the  old  slave  cook  of  the  highly  respectable  and 
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thrifty  St.  Helena  cotton  planter,  Mr.  John  Pope,  in  the  midst 
of  the  story  of  her  long  experience  of  the  cruelties  and  sufferings 
of  plantation  life,  upon  the  very  ground  where  she  then  stood 
free  at  last,  stopped,  as  if  some  new  light  had  burst  upon  her 
weary  and  bewildered  soul,  and  looking  up  said  :  "  Trute  is, 
Massa,  Massa  Pope  tought  God  was  dead."  That  was  her  ac- 
count of  them,  her  explanation  of  the  phenomena  she  had  been 
witness  to  in  tlie  secret  recesses  of  that  social  order  of  which  they 
were  the  founders  and  chiefs.  And  by  no  means  a  very  irra- 
tional one,  for  certainly,  to  men  who  had  come  to  ignore  so 
utterly,  the  existence  of  God's  image  under  the  black  skin,  so 
often  lacerated  by  the  blows  of  their  many  thonged  whip  of 
dried  bull's  hide,  such  a  thought  was  not  at  all  unlikely. 

However  this  may  be,  what  is  certain  is  that  these  masters, 
isolating  themselves,  in  their  fierce  pride,  from  the  great  move- 
ments of  the  fre6,  democratic  society  and  civilization  of  their 
country  and  age,  had  come  to  entertain  some  very  strange  and 
erroneous  beliefs,  as  well  with  regard  to  themselves  as  with  re- 
gard to  the  world  around  them.  "With  their  hearts  filled  with 
the  indisputable  ownership  of  broad  domains  and  toiling  slaves, 
is  it  strange  that  the  fumes  of  unrestrained  and  illicit  power  and 
dominion,  should  have  mounted  into  their  heads  and  perverted, 
not  their  own  self  consciousness  only,  but  their  whole  sense  of 
truth  and  of  the  quality  of  actions  and  of  things,  even  to  the  ex- 
tent of  believing  their  monstrous  system  of  organized  barbarism, 
the  supremest  and  most  excellent  product  of  the  ages,  and  its 
maintenance  the  one  paramount  concern  of  the  world  ?  What 
to  them  was  the  value  of  constitution,  government,  or  country, 
compared  with  the  interests  of  their  God-ordained  slave  com- 
monwealth and  mastership? 

Seldom  has  the  ethical  providence  of  the  world  had  to  deal 
with  so  profound  a  blindness  and  degeneration.  It  is  onJy  to  be 
paralleled  by  that  of  an  order  of  men  whose  regime  was  extin- 
guished in  its  own  blood  at  the  end  of  the  last  century  in  France. 
Apparently  that  ancient  "noblesse  "  was  as  besotted  with  pride 
and  disdain  as  even  this  new  order  of  the  slave-whip.  They 
eeem  to  have  entertained  as  supreme  a  contempt  for  the  poor, 
white-skinned  drudges,  upon  whose  spoilated  labor  they  had 
lived  and  prospered  and  revelled  for  a  thousand  years,  as  any 


31 

master  for  his  black-skinned  chattels.  It  is  related  that  one  of 
them,  a  certain  Count  de  Charolais,  -whom  Dulaure  calls  the 
finest  specimen  of  a  feudal  lord  of  his  time,  used  sometimes  to 
amuse  his  leisure  by  shooting  at  the  tilers  on  the  roofs  of  the 
neigliboring  houses ;  and  when  one  of  them  rolled  down, 
wounded  or  dead,  it  was  an  occasion  of  great  merriment  to  him 
and  his  companions.  Doubtless,  that  to  him  was  as  enjoyable  a 
feat,  as  the  blows  of  the  coach-trace  whip  upon  the  bare  back  of 
a  prostrate,  pregnant  woman  to  that  South  Carolina  master, 
Fararby,  whose  exploit  is  mentioned  in  the  main  Eeport  of  the 
Commission. 

And  yet  it  would  seem  that  even  these  people  had  not  got  to 
quite  the  depth  of  Aunt  Phillis's  master.  They  did  not  "  believe 
that  God  was  dead."  The  faith  they  had  come  to  entertain  and 
profess  was  only  that,  so  confidently  announced  by  a  lad}'  of  the 
Court  of  Louis  15th.  Speaking  of  some  de  Cliarolais  who  had 
just  been  called  to  his  final  account,  she  said,  "  Depend  upon  it, 
sir,  God  will  think  twice  before  damning  a  man  of  that  quality." 
It  took  the  Keign  of  Terror  and  the  Guillotine  to  cure  that 
ancient  noblesse  of  their  delusions. 

The  culmination  of  the  masters'  infatuation  in  their  present 
atrocious  war  would  seem  to  indicate  a  somewhat  similar  kind 
of  Providential  surgery,  to  have  been  necessary  for  them. 

However  this  may  be,  had  not  their  infatuation  and  blindness 
infected  and  demoralized  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States  and  of  their  public  servants,  the  intrinsic 
nature  of  their  mastership,  and  the  utter  incompatibility  of  its 
existence,  with  that  of  our  free  democratic  institutions  and 
civilization,  would  long  ago  have  been  recognized  and  acted 
upon  frankly,  and  without  equivocations  or  reservations. 

Every  diagnosis  of  the  malady  under  which  the  body  politic 
is  writhing  and  staggering  in  the  present  hour,  discloses  its 
nucleus  in  the  old  mastership.  That  in  this  mastership  is  the 
seat  of  the  disease,  containing  the  pestiferous  virus  by  which  the 
whole  nation  has  been  infected.  That  this  seed  of  national  dis- 
honor, dissolution,  and  death,  was  brought  from  Africa,  and 
landed  upon  the  banks  of  the  James  Eiver,  Virginia,  in  the 
autimm  of  that  same  year  (1020)  in  which  the  Pilgrims,  with 
the  germs  of  our  national  life,  civilization,  and  glory,  landed 
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upon  Plymontli  Rock.  That  this  fatal  virus  has  spread  and  in- 
creased in  virulence  for  more  than  two  hundred  years,  until  the 
glow  of  the  fever  had  come  to  be  mistaken  for  the  bloom  of 
health  ;  until  the  summits  of  the  mountainous  social  carbuncle 
generated  by  it,  had  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  heights  of 
national  culture,  wealth,  and  glory.  Let  us  thaiik  God  tliat  it 
has  burst  at  last,  and  opened  up  to  the  eyes  of  all  men  its 
loathsome  depths,  so  that  the  merest  tyro  in  the  science  of 
social  and  political  health  and  statesmanship,  need  no  longer  be 
mistaken  as  to  its  nature,  or  as  to  the  treatment  proper  for  its 
cure. 

Let  us  indeed  thank  God,  that  under  the  operation  of  his  own 
infinitely  just  and  inexorable  laws,  the  white  man's  great  enter- 
prise of  nearly  four  hundred  years'  duration,  to  rob  the  negro 
race  of  its  labor  and  enrich  himself  with  it,  aj)proache3  its  final 
termination. 

A  more  stupendous  scheme  of  human  selfishness  and  wrong 
was  never  projected  or  prosecuted  on  earth.  Taking  it  from  its 
besinninjjs,  in  the  slave-hunts  in  Africa,  in  whicli  it  is  said  two 
human  beings,  on  an  average,  were  destroyed  for  every  one 
taken — through  the  nameless  atrocities  of  the  middle  passage,  in 
the  course  of  which  it  is  estimated  that  more  than  two  millions 
of  human  bodies,  dead  and  alive,  were  cast  into  the  sea,  to  its 
final  consummation  on  this  continent,  in  a  gigantic  system  of 
organized  inhumanity  and  barbarism,  it  involved  the  commission 
of  every  crime  known  to  civilized  nations. 

It  could  not  be  otherwise ;  the  very  nature  of  the  enterprise 
made  the  commission  of  all  crimes  a  necessary  incident,  to  its 
successful  prosecution.  Viewed  then,  simply,  in  the  light  of  its 
own  legitimate  operations,  the  slave  system  may  well  be  defined 
*'  the  sum  of  all  villainies."  Viewed  in  the  light  of  its  own  essen- 
tial idea,  of  its  own  intrinsic  nature,  it  involves  a  still  profounder 
guilt ;  for  it  not  only  contemplated  the  overthrow  in  morals  and 
legislation,  of  the  distinction  fundamental  to  all  human  civiliza- 
tion, between  person  and  property,  but  the  extinction  in  a  whole 
race  of  men,  of  that  divine  spark  which  constitutes  the  manhood, 
and  gives  to  that  distinction  its  validity.  Thus,  in  import  and 
intention  it  outreached  all  secular  crime,  to  sap  the  innermost 
foundations  of  the  immortal  life. 
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Only  in  the  terrible  glare  east  upon  it  by  tlie  present  war  did 
the  true  nature  of  the  mastership,  and  the  order  of  slavery  found- 
ed upon  it,  begin  to  reveal  itself  to  the  popular  understanding, 
We  may  well  believe  that  when  the  great  revolution  now  tran- 
.  spiring  shall  have  swept  out  of  existence  all  its  interests  and  pas- 
sions, all  the  blindness  and  infatuation  engendered  by  it,  it  will 
be  difficult  for  the  future  historian  to  realize  or  recall  that  state 
of  the  public  conscience  in  which  its  enormities  were  not  only 
deemed  innocent,  but  here  in  the  United  States,  were  accepted 
as  an  essential,  component  part  of  a  great  System  of  Democratic 
Liberty  and  Christian  civilization. 

We  still  stand  in  the  midst  of  that  revolution.  Its  great  M'ork, 
the  regeneration  of  the  reason  and  conscience  of  the  nation 
and  of  its  public  servants,  has  yet  by  no  means  been  fully 
accomplished.  By  a  great  law  of  the  ethical  Providence,  the 
struggle  must  continue  imtil  both  are  cleansed  of  the  moral  and 
political  pollutions  and  lies,  that  slavery  has  engendered  there,, 
and  the  people  and  their  rulers,  accept  with  all  their  hearts  and 
in  their  true  and  broadest  meaning  "  the  self  evident  truths"  of 
the  great  declaration  :  "  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  that  they 
are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights; 
that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 
For,  let  us  rest  assured,  that  in  these  truths  are  contained  the 
germs,  the  vital  forces  of  whatever  national  prosperity,  civiliza- 
tion, and  history  is  possible  to  us  as  a  people. 

In  all  manner  of  official  proclamations  and  manifestoes,  it  has 
been  repeatedly  declared  that  the  war  on  our  part  was  waged 
alone  for  the  preservation  of  the  constitution  and  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  the  Union.  But  what  would  be  the  value  of  the  letter 
of  the  constitution  unless  quickened  by  the  spirit  of  these  "  self- 
evident  truths."  And  wkat  would  the  Union  be,  without  the 
inherent  principle  of  cohesion,  the  living  unity  fuunded  in  these 
truths  ? 

Reunion  then,  and  the  preservation  of  the  essential  life  of  the 
constitution,  demand,  not  only  the  release  of  the  slave  popula- 
tion from  their  bonds  and  the  degradation  thereby  imposed  upon 
them  ;  but  the  deliverance  of  the  master  population  also,  wholly 
and  forever,  from  their  mastership,  and  from  the  fatal  delusions 
and  depravations  that  are  inherent  in  it.  This  is  the  primary 
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necessity  of  any  rational  attempt  to  establish  free  labor  and  a 
better  social  order  in  the  Slave  States,  the  very  first  step  towards 
any  wise,  or  well-founded  reconstruction  ;  for  in  no  other  way  can 
the  rebel  States  ever  be  rehabilitated  with  a  truly  loyal,  demo- 
cratic, concurrent  citizenship. 

And  this  brings  me  to  spoalr-of  the  means  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Commission  are  deemed  necessary  to  give  practical 
efiect  to  the  acts  of  Congress  and  the  President's  Proclamation 
of  January,  1863,  "  to  the  end  that  the  colored  population  there- 
by emancipated  may  defend  and  support  themselves."  Their 
recommendations  embrace  three  principal  measures,  which  with 
more  or  less  completeness  have  been  heretofore,  in  their  several 
preliminary  reports  and  are  herewith,  in  their  final  report,  sub- 
mitted to  the  War  Department. 

The  object  of  the  first  of  these  measures  is  to  secure  beyond 
any  possible  perad venture  or  doubt,  the  civil  right  of  the  colored 
man  to  personal  freedom,  by  placing  that  right,  in  the  new  order 
of  thing,  on  the  same  broad  basis  as  that  of  the  white  man. 

In  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  in  the  Bills  of 
Hight,  contained  in  nearly  all  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  States, 
«ven  in  those  of  the  Slave  States,  this  right  of  Personal  Liberty, 
■with  others,  considered  as  personal  endowments  of  the  Creator, 
attributes  of  the  human  nature — are  expressly  reserved  as  above 
all  governmental  interference,  as  too  sacred  to  be  meddled  with 
by  human  legislatures.  And  this  doctrine  is  the  keystone  of 
our  whole  system  of  Free  Democratic  Institutions.  These 
rights  are  as  sacred  in  the  person  of  the  colored  man  as  of  the 
•white  man  ;  and  upon  every  consideration  of  justice  to  him,  as 
of  safety  to  the  commonweal  and  honor  of  the  nation,  ought  to 
be  as  securely  guarantied,  as  sacredly  guarded. 

This  is  to  be  effected  most  surely  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  That  measure  is  already  be- 
fore Congress,  and  although  not  exactly  in  the  form  recom- 
mended by  the  Commission,  yet  it  is  believed  sufficient,  especially 
if  accompanied  with  other  legislation  in  the  same  spirit  and  with 
a  like  intent,  to  accomplish  the  great  object  proposed,  and  every 
true  lover  of  his  country's  permanent  peace,  prosperity,  and  lienor^ 
cannot  but  await  with  the  greatest  anxiety  its  final  consumma- 
tion. 
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The  second  is  a  measure  of  scarcely  less  importance,  and  con- 
sidering the  exigencies  of  the  approaching  crisis  and  the  present* 
temper  and  disposition  of  the  master  class,  even  more  immedi- 
ately urgent  than  the  first. 

Whenever  civil  authority  shall  be  re-established  in  the  rebel 
States,  and  they  shall  be  re-admitted  to  the  Fedefal  Union,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  civil  and  political  rights  of  their  inhabi- 
tants, necessarily  fall  under  the  jurisdiction  and  control  of  State 
authority.  In  all  these  States  the  colored  peoj)le,  even  such  of 
them  as  have  been  always  free,  have  been  uniformly  debarred 
the  enjoyment  of  all  political  and  many  civil  rights.  Unless,, 
tlierefore,  the  emancipated  population  have  secured  to  them  their 
civil  and  political  rights  by  national  authority,  antecedent  to 
such  re-admission,  they  will  stand  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
defrauded  of  any  practical  freedom,  notwithstanding  "  the  acts  of 
Congress  and  the  President's  Proclamation." 

In  the  language  of  a  witness  whose  intimate  acquaintance  witb 
the  spirit  of  the  master-class,  gives  great  weight  to  his  words : 
"  They  had  much  better  be  slaves  with  the  present  feelings  of 
tlie  Southern  whites  against  them,  than  to  be  left  without  national 
guarantees  for  the  maintenance  of  their  rights  as  freemen." 

It  is  the  producing  class — that  class  whose  whole  life  is  de- 
voted to  toil — that  under  every  form  of  civil  government  is  most 
in  danger  of  being  made  the  victim  of  the  leisure,  capital,  and 
opportunities  of  the  non-producing  class.  Under  the  most  fa- 
vorable circumstances,  tlierefore,  it  is  this  class  that  most  needs 
and  deserves  to  be  fenced  about  with  civil  and  political  guar- 
antees. But  the  circumstances  and  position  of  the  emancipated 
population  arc  most  unfavorable  and  critical.  Without  their 
own  volition,  without  previous  preparation,  and  as  a  measure 
of  national  self-preservation,  they  have  been  suddenly  precipi- 
tated into  new  and  wholly  untried  relations  with  an  antagonistic, 
far  more  able  and  adroit  class.  To  leave  them  in  this  position, 
defenceless  and  at  the  mercy  of  their  old  masters,  would  in  its 
crudest  meaning  be  to  keep  with  them  "  the  word  of  promise  to 
the  ear  and  break  it  to  the  hope." 

Nay,  not  only  the  national  honor,  but  future  national  peace 
and  well  being  demand  that  the  National  Government  should 
ficcure  to  these  people  now,  while  they  are  still  under  the  sole 
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jurisdiction  and  control  of  that  government,  the  permanent  pos- 
session of  sucli  civil  and  political  rights  as  will  enable  them  "  to 
defend  and  support  themselves,"  against  the  machinations  and 
schemes  of  any  class  or  power  to  subject  them  again  to  any 
form  of  slavery  or  serfdom. 

To  this  end,  I  cannot  too  earnestly  urge  that  Congress  be  in- 
voked to  fix  and  establish  by  law  antecedent  to,  and  as  a  condi- 
tion precedent  to  reconstruction,  the  civil  rights  of  the  emanci- 
pated population  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  provide  for  the 
future  enjoyment  by  all  free  persons  of  color  of  the  fundamen- 
tal right  of  citizenship  in  a  free  government,  the  right  to  the 
elective  franchise,  based  upon  the  acquisition  on  their  part,  of 
such  qualifications  only,  as  are  deemed  essential  in  their  white 
fellow-citizens. 

Another  matter  intimately  connected  with  the  foregoing,  and 
as  I  believe,  profoundly  involving  the  existence  and  future  pros- 
perity of  free  society  in  the  Southern  States,  is  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  the  confiscated  estates,  or  other  forfeited  lands  in  these 
States.  No  such  thing  as  free,  democratic  society  can  exist  in 
any  country  where  all  the  lands  are  owned  by  one  class  of  men 
and  are  cultivated  by  another.  Such  ownership  of  the  lands  of 
a  country  constitutes  the  basis  of  the  most  permanent  and  op- 
pressive aristocracies.  Upon  this  foundation  stood,  for  a  thousand 
years,  the  feudal  aristocracy  of  France.  And,  to-day,  the  aris- 
tocracy of  England  maintain  their  supremacy  upon  the  basis  of 
the  partition  and  tenure  of  the  soil  of  England,  robbed  by  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror  from  the  original  owners,  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  granted  in  large  estates  to  his  captains. 

So  incompatible  has  that  tenure  become  with  modern  civiliza- 
tion and  the  well-being  of  society  in  that  country,  that  the 
wisest  statesmen  there  are  beginning  to  apprehend  the  most 
fearful  consequences  from  its  continued  existence. 

In  the  sugar  and  cotton  producing  portions  of  the  South, 
almost  all  the  cultivated  soil  has  been  hitherto  held  in  large 
tracts  by  the  master-class. 

I  need  not  stop  to  argue  the  utter  incompatibility  of  such  a 
state  of  things  with  the  existence  of  a  free,  independent,  demo- 
cratic yeomanry,  or  with  the  development  of  free  democratic  in- 
stitutions.    The  poor  whites  of  the  South  are  a  sufficisnt  illus- 
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tration  of  its  pernicious  influence  and  effect  upon  a  whole  com- 
munitj,  of  the  same  race  with  the  landholders. 

If  not  for  the  sake  of  the  emancipated  colored  people,  then  for 
the  sake  of  these  poor  whites,  these  most  pitiable  men  of  our  own 
race,  this  whole  scheme  and  tenure  of  the  mastership  should  be 
overthrown.  The  great  necessity,  as  I  have  before  intimated 
from  another  point  of  view,  which  at  the  present  hour  lies  upon 
the  people  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  is  not  so  much 
a  political  as  a  social  reconstruction  of  the  Southern  States.  Any 
well  founded  plan  for  the  former,  to  be  effectual  and  permanent^ 
must  include  the  latter ;  and  for  the  latter,  the  initiation  of  a 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  National  Government,  which  shall 
have  for  its  aim  the  ultimate  division  of  the  great  plantations, 
into  moderate  sized  farms,  to  be  held  and  cultivated  by  the  labor 
of  tlieir  owners,  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

I  am  aware  that  an  opinion  has  been  hitherto  generally  en- 
tertained that  sugar  and  cotton  cultivation,  could  only  be  profi- 
tably carried  on  upon  large  estates,  and  by  the  employment  of 
large  gangs  of  laborers,  principally  because  a  large  capital  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  erection  of  the  sugar  mills,  cotton  gins,  and  other 
machinery  connected  with  the  production  of  these  commodities. 
All  the  investigations  of  the  Commission  go  to  show,  that  this 
opinion  is  but  a  part  of  the  system  of  slavery,  and  has  no  foun- 
dation in  the  necessities  of  the  case.  There  is,  in  reality,  no 
more  reason  why  the  sugar  cane  should  be  raised  and  converted 
into  sugar  by  the  planter  alone,  than  there  is  that  wheat  should 
be  converted  into  flour,  only  by  the  farmer  who  raises  it.  And 
60  with  the  raising,  ginning,  and  baling  of  cotton.  On  the  con- 
trary, a  proper  division  of  labor  in  the  raising  and  manufacture 
of  sugar  and  cotton,  would  almost  inevitably  lead  to  a  great  de- 
velopment in  their  production ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it 
would  tend  not  only  to  mitigate  the  labor,  but  to  secure  the  in- 
dustrial prosperity  and  independence  of  all  those  employed  in 
that  production,  and  thus  constitute  an  entirely  different  order 
of  social  relation  and  condition  in  these  States.  I  consider  this 
a  matter  next  in  importance  to  the  permanent  security  of  the 
civil  and  political  righ^^  of  the  emancipated  population,  and  beg 
leave  to  recommend  it  to  the  earnest  attention  of  the  national 
authorities. 
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And,  finally,  permit  me  once  more  to  call  the  attention  of 
Government  to  the  third  of  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mission— the  establishment  of  some  uniform  system  of  super- 
vision and  guardianship  for  the  emancipated  population  in  the 
interim  of  their  transition  from  slavery  to  freedom.  Ko  one 
acquainted  with  the  facts  could  hesitate  a  moment  as  to  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  such  a  system  ;  not  only  for  the  sake 
of  the  emancipated,  but  for  the  general  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  country. 

In  the  letter  so  frequently  hereinbefore  mentioned.  General 
Banks  most  forcibly  says  :  "  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  as  you  say, 
that  for  some  time  to  come,  and  until  the  new  order  of  things 
shall  be  better  unti^rstood  by  the  employer  and  the  employed, 
and  the  free-labor  system  be  more  completely  established,  there 
will  be  a  necessity  for  some  kind  of  Government  supervision  and 
protectorate  for  the  benefit  of  both  parties." 

"  But  this  is  not  specially  incident  to  the  new  system  of  negro 
labor.  It  is  only  by  Governmental  supervision  and  assistance  that 
the  labor  of  any  race  has  been  fostered  and  established.  It  is  of 
course  as  necessary  for  the  blacks  as  for  the  whites,  and  if  you 
look  at  the  stipulations  which  the  blacks  In  this  department  have 
themselves  suggested,  as  the  condition  of  their  service,  you  will 
find  that  their  ideas  embody  in  substance  and  in  character,  the 
spirit  of  all  statute  legislation  for  the  protection  of  white  labor." 

"  It  is  no  more  incident  to  the  condition  of  the  blacks  than  of 
any  other  class  of  people,  except  that  tliey  enter  the  arena  of 
civilization  at  a  later  period  and  the  difilcultles  of  their  position 
are  presented  at  a  glance  and  a  remedy  instantly  demanded," 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  McKAYE, 
1^  Special  Commissioner. 


1;^"  Loyal  Leagues^  Clubs,  or  individuals  may  obtoAn  any 
of  our  Publicaiions  at  the  cost  price,  by  a/pplication  to  the 
Executive  Comniittee,  or  by  calling  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Society, 
No.  863  Broadway,  where  all  irformation  may  le  obtained 
relating  to  the  Society, 
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Jincoln  okr  SltClcIlan? 

^nfvnf  an  ^^e   ^cittfc^cn  in  ^mcvifa, 

»oit  Srnitj  Cicbcr. 

^onlifllcutc  itnti  jillttburger ! 

5)ie  $rdribentemrat)f  ber  55ereinigten  Staaten  nahct  mit  rafd^en 
(Bcbritten,  itnb  e'3  ift  t)oI}e  ^eit,  baf?  fid}  jeber  Suriier  entfcfjeibe,  fiir  tuen  ev  ffim- 
men  mill,  unb  gett}i[)en^aft  iiberlege,  fur  rren  er  [timmen  foUte.  ©>:>  i)'t  uiin.nirbig 
itnb  feige,  juriidjubleiben,  unb  bei  einer  fo  n7id?tigen  2Bab(,  in  ber  SdleiS  auf  beni 
(Spiele  [tebt,  bae  3}ed}t  ju  [timmen  njegjunjerfcn ;  cy  ift  unpatriotifd?,  ben  \'cM-. 
tifd}en  Gaftvaten  511  fpielen.  Sie  ganje  pD(itifd}e  (5jiftcn3  bicfe^  ^anbes,  beffen 
Siirger  w'lx  burd}  ben  SBitlen  unfeve-j  lUlanne!?alter!5  unb  nid)t  burcb  ben  S^i^ail 
ber  ©eburt  goucrben  finb,  berubt  auf  ber  freien  SBabI,  unb  tvex  ta^i  Sied^t  bat 
3u  ftimnien,  bat  aucb  bie  ^^'■fliit  ju  ftimmen.  SBenn  ber  befcnnene  unb  tudjtige 
Siirger  wm  3Qab(plat?e  n?egbleibt,  fo  fann  er  fidjer  borauf  recbnen,  baJ5  ber  feile 
Surger  unb  ber,  weldjcv  gar  fein  @tinunred}t  bat,  auf  bemfelben  erfdieinen  roerben. 
5)ie  grcf^e  'iD]ebr5a^l  ber  Seutfdien,  bie  na6  Slmerifa  fcmmen,  finb  2)emotra; 
ten  im  ttiabren  Sinne  bei5  SBortei^,  unb  M  fid)  eine  gro^e  ^-J^artei  biefe^  Sanbe^' 
feit  ^fl^i^ei^  i'ie  bcmcfratifcbe  genannt  bat,  fo  laffen  ficb  t»ic(e  5)eutfd)e  irre  fi'ib^ 
ren.  ®er  .f^aufe,  meldjer  ju  6bi<^a3D  ©eneralmajcr  2)icSle[Ian  fiir  bie  ^rdfibent- 
fcbaft  ernannt  bat,  nennt  fiA  auc^  ,,bie  bemofratifdie  ^$artei."  2Ba^  fiir  Scute 
bilbeten  biefen  bunten  ^aufen?  (Srftcnig  beftanb  ein  grower  Sbeil  an^->  alteu 
i^  n  c  mn  0  t  bi  n  g  ii.  Sie  befannten  ficb  offen  aU  fo(d?e.  SBollt  '~^hx  ®euf)\te 
mit  biefen  Scuten  ftimmen,  beren  ein,^igeg  ^^rinjip  ift,  bie  Jbitre  biefe»  roeiten 
Gcntinente^,  nadjbem  ibre  5Bater  pon  6uropa  eingejogen  finb,  Qnd)  for  ber  3Jafe 
5U5ufd)liefjen,  ober,  ba  ^t*!^  nun  einmal  bier  feib,  Gucb  beg  ^iirgerrec^te;?  jU  bi- 
rauben?  51>o(lt  ^br  mit  benen  ftimmen,  bie,  mie  ibre  Jreunbe,  bie  DJebeden, 
G'ud)  mit  Snfamie  iiberbdufen,  unb  r^ou  (?ucb  rcben,  aUi  menu  3ibr  ber  2(bfcbaum 
ber  6"rbe  mdrct?  2)ie  .Ji  n  ownot  b  i  n  gs  arbeiten  im  ©ebeimen.  Sie  baben 
Sogen  unb  finb  eine  gebeime  ©efcll)*aft.  ^\t  ba^o  bemofratifcii  in  einem  freien 
Canbe?     Jyveibeit  bcfttbt  ncr  Sillem  auf  Oefjentlidbfeit. 


^tn  anberer  '^h'xl  ber  (^Bicaj^cer  SBerfammrung  Yoaxen  ^eute,  irelcbe  bie  fcge; 
nnnnten  Staaten:^Hed)te  fiber  2UIe»  fegen,  bie  cffen  (jernuis  fcicjen,  baf5  bcr  2(mc= 
rifaner  fein  i^aterlanb  ijat,  unb  ber  ginjel-Staat  i'lbcr  bent  2ante  ftebt;  baf? 
jcber  (£taat  bac-.  JXedit  I)at,  ficb  loc^jureifjen  unb  ein  cigne^  9ieid}  511  bilben ;  baf? 
njir  bemnad)  tein  J)icd)t  baben,  einen  fcld}en  Staat  ju  jwingen,  in  ber  Union  511 
bleibcn.  Sie  finb  unmabr,  unb  [ie  roiffen,  baf,  fie  unroaljr  [inb.  S>a!i!  batten 
biefelbcn  ?eute  getban,  roenn  Obio  ober2)k[i'ac^ufett'^fid)  plohlid}  (c^^gerif)en  imb 
ju  einer  aiJcnard}ie  erfldrt  bdtte?  2©a'§  fagen  in  biefem  3tugenblide  bie  3Jegen= 
ten  in  SKidimcnb  wn  ben  SOtdnnern  in  9Iorb= (Carolina,  bie  eine  Slue-fdieibung  ibre^o 
Staatec^  Dcn  ber  I'ogenannten  Gonfoberation  ttiiinfdjen?  Sie  nennen  [ic  3{ebel!en. 
3Cie  tcmmt  ees,  ta^i  bi5  gu  i)iefem  Jage  Seute  au'c  SJiiffcuri  unb  iientudp  im 
(Eongrcf  ^n  9iid)mcnb  fil3en?  Sinb  ibre  Staaten  je  abgefcillen?  Sie  filjen  ba, 
meil  iUii'fcuri  unb  ^tentudi;)  eflaiten  baben  cber  batten.  Stlarierci  ift  alfo  fiit 
biefe  ^-einbe  bcr  Union  bao  ^^irinjip  ber  isereinigung  bey  San  be  5,  aber  Staat^s 
fouoerdnitdt  ift  nid}t  bae  ^^rinjip  bes  9{ed}teiS,  ab^ufallen.  iJBarum  gingen  alle 
biefe  ^erren  fiir  General  3^adfcn,  aU  ber  alte  •'pelb  6iib: Carolina  bebrcbte,  e^S 
mil  ffiaffengemalt  in  ber  Union  ju  balten  ?  Unb  ift  biefe  i'ebre  t)on  bcr  StaatsSs 
founerdnitdt  bemofratifc^?  ^i^  fd}dme  mid}  faft,  'Jeiit)d}en  biefe  Jvage  inn^^us 
Icgen.  Sie  Semolratie  ift  inimer  unb  in  alien  I'dnbern  fiir  bie  Ginbeit  beiS 
SSatertanbeig  gemefen,  —  fiir  ba^  ganje  Sanb,  einer  grofen  ^Ration  n?iirbig. 
2UIe  ^^umpernidet=iHeid)e,  all'  bie  fleinen  ,,9iaubftaaten,"  mie  man  fie  jeiU  in 
5^eutfd)lanb  nennt,  finb  immer  ber  Teniofratie  ein  G'fel  unb  ein  GrducI  gemefen. 

2tllerbing^i  bat  jeber  Staat  in  Slmerifa  feine  9ted)te,  unb  mufe  fie  l;aben ;  aber 
fo  i)at  jcber  einjelne  feine  9icd>te.  ^a,  bie  2Renfd)enred}te,  bie  in  eineni  freien 
Sanbe  jeber  DTiann  fiir  fid}  bebdlt,  finb  tt»eit  tttid}tiger  unb  mad}en  eine  grofere 
Summe  au^,  aU$  bie  Staaten:9ied}te,  aber  ber  Cinjeltie  ift  bes-ioegen  tein  8ou; 
Perdn.  SBijit  )^bx,  ta^  bay  2i)Drt  ©ouuerdnitdt  aucb  nid)t  ein  einjige-J  SJlal  in 
ber  grofen  2>erfaffung  ber  3]ereinigten  Staaten  PorfoninitV  'l^a§  2Bort  Soune^ 
rdnitdt  n^urbe  erft  fpdter  eingefd}muggett.  2Ber  benn  ift  'Souferdn  in  Jlmerifa, 
menu  eci  nid}t  bie  ctaaten  finb?  —  ittiemanb.  i\dn  2)ienfd},  feine  Corporation, 
fein  Ccngref,  fein  93eamter,  Diiemanb  ift  founerdn  in  einem  freien  I'aube.  3)ie 
3>ereinigteu  Staatcn  finb  fouoerdn  jebem  anbern  four>erdnen  Staate  gegeniiber. 
2Bir  finbfout}crdn,  toenn  toir  mit  C'nglanb  ober  ^vanfreid)  uerbanbeln,  ober  n^enn 
h)ir  iirieg  fiibren,  aber  im  Canbe  felbft  ift  3iiemanb  fouoeran. 

5)ie'o  ift  teine  neue  2:l}eorie,  ober  uberljaupt  eine  2;l}eDrie.  G^  ift  eine 
2.1)atfad»e.  'ili^j  tor  5meibunbert  3^al}ren  bie  beriibmte  Bill  of  Kights  im 
engHfd}en  $arlamcnte  bebattirt  murbe,  ertldrte  ber  grbf3te  ^iirift  C"nglanb»,  ta\i 
i)ai-  englifd}e  9{ed}t  ben  2lu!5brud  fouoerdn  nid}t  fenne.  3iientanb  fci  four>erdn 
in  Gnglanb.  Gr  tl}at  e5,  meil  bie  pertriebene  3}pnaftie  iortiDdl}reub  ton  bcr 
fouBerdnen  .flonigogemalt  fprac^. 

21bcr  ift  ea  notbig,  mit  'I"eutfd}en  iiber  biefe  ii!(einftdbterei  jiu  reben?  Staatas 
fcurierdnitdt  fiirn:)abr!  ^aben  n^ir  nid}t  genug  ton  biefer  ili3aare  im  alien  2>aj 
terlanbe?  ©cnn  ein  2)eutfd}er  ein  Siagcut  won  Staaten  nninfd}t,  fo  braudit  er 
ifabrlid}  nid}t  na^  2(merita  ju  fommen.  .^at  er  nic^t  fcuiicrdne  Staaten  unb 
Stddtlein  gcnug  ju  ^aufe  ? 

apa^^  finb  bie  bod}ften  Sbeen,  bie  ben  Seuffc^cn  in  2)eutfd}lanb  bclcben?  G» 
ift  Cinbcit  !3)eutfd}lanb!S  unb  Jiiirgerfreibeit;  unb  l}jer  foil  er  cine  Stimme  fiir 
Seute  geben,  meld}e  bie  Berftudelung  be^  I'anbes  unb  Stlaocrei  befiirbcrn? 

Seutfdje  3trbeiter  I  ffiarum  b^ibt  3br  Cure  .^eimatb,  Cure  gaini'icn,  ©itre 
^ugenbfreunbe  Dcrlaffen,  urn  nad}  bem  fernen  ilmerifa  ju  tt»anbcrnV  —  SCBeil 
^br  gebort  battet,  bafi  bie  In'reinigten  Staaten  ein  £anb  feien,  in  bem  obr  nnt 
Cure  itinber  alle  9ied}te   eine*   frcicn  iBiirgcry  befUjcn  iinirbet,  tvo  Gcfcbid  unb 


5(cif^  xh'cn  2ohn  flnbct,  iinb  mo  (Fuern  .Hinbevn  fcin  'l]ritiifi'i)iiim  eine^  anbern 
im  ©cge  ftebt,  bay  ^od}[te  3'fl  5u  cvveid}cn.  Tain  bcnn,  iiu'llt  ^sIh",  bajj  bie  Uuicn 
nid}t  eiii  fi'aub  ber  fdmidblicbftcn  Untevbiucfimg  fiir  ben  'Jhbcitev  Jcerbe,  uiet 
fcblimmer  ale  bio  bebrudten  J^dntcv  (Jurcpa'y,  fo  fdlicfU  C"ud}  nidit  ber  unbeiU 
Doden  "litirtei  an,  ireldu'  ben  £anbci^entl}umeru  bes  ©iibene  bic  .^errfc^aft  iiber 
bie  Union  in  bie  ^ipdnbe  ^eben  luill. 

ffiipt  Sf'i"  iiiid)/  tt)'!'^  i'ieft'  £t[ayenf)a(tev:3lriftofratie  mill? — ^l)x  glanbt  niefs 
Ieid)t,  [ie  tdmpfe  nur  fiir  ben  "iiefiij  ibrer  Sflarten?  2ie  3flar)enbalter  bec^ 
Siiben^  fdnipfcn  fiir  bas  alte  '^viinlei^ium  ber  ^anbbefil^cr,  ben  3trbeitcr,  fci  er 
tr>ei|  obcr  fd^inar^,  jum  ©erfjeui^e  feiner  iUad}t,  feinec  Oieniiffe^j  iinb  feiner 
Strroganj  ju  mad)en.  'I^er  iJIrbciter  foil  bie  ganje  Caft  bee  Staate^  tragen,  aber 
teine  91ed)te  in  bemfclben  baben.  Gr  foil  gebcrdjen,  ber  3ieid)e  atlein  foil  I^errs 
fdjen.     .jport,  wai^  bie  gii^i'^i^  tier  Seceffion  fagen  : 

,,Jiein  3taat  fann  beftel}en,  in  bem  bie  Strbeitertlaffe  politifdie  9ied)te  Ijat. 

^ie  33efilier  be^J  i^oben-^  unb  be»  Capitals  miiffen  allein  regieren  unb   bie 

<!perren  ber  ^^(rbeitefrdfte  fein;" 
unb  —  prdgt  ee  G"ud}  ein: 

(.^aci  (>'upital  \^at  ein  init)ol)nenbc:3  'iRcijt,  2trbeit  ('i>as<  I^eif3t  ben  3lrbeiter) 

oly  ©igentl;um  ju  befil^en." 

2Bcllt  '^[)x,  bnf;  eine  foldu'  |)errfd)aft  iiber  Qui)  enid)tet  irevbe,  fo  ftimmt  fiir 
9!RcC(€tlan.  3r^olU  '^bx  gleid;bertditigte  iUirger  einej>  freien  i'anbey  bleiben,  fo 
ftimmt  fur  Lincoln,  ber  roar,  )vai>  3br  feib,  ein  ebrlidier  2trbeiter. 

Gin  anberer  2btnl  ber  Ccnuenticn  ju  G^ieago  beftaub  auig  benen,  bie  juglau; 
ben  fdieinen,  baf,  3(lley  abgemad}t  ift,  menn  man  nur  aua  collem  <§alfe  fd}reit: 
,,Gcnftitntion'!  Ccnftituticn !" 

25}ir  fennen  bie  Conftitiiticn  fo  gut  mie  jene  .^erren,  unb  ad}ten  fie  bcber  irie 
\mi  fd^eint;  benn  ci-  ift  mobl  3u  benierfen,  tn^  bie  fcgenannte  bcmofratifdie '^^ar^ 
tei  in  ben  lenten  ^^abren  immcr  bie  Gcnftitution  bei  Seite  gefelU  bat,  roenn  e^ 
ibr  9>ortbeil  ju  bringcn  fdjicn.  2Bar  bie  ■Jlullification  etma  conftitutionetl? 
iH?ar  ee  conftitutionell,  n^enn  ^ouglae  tur3  for  ber  letten  ^vdfibententnalil  bem 
Siinben  terfpradi,  fiir  ein  ©efeU  ju  ftimmen,  nad)  melc^em  jebe  ^ic-cuffion  ber 
Sflarierei  mit  fdiroerer  Strafe  belegt  ir)erben  fcllte?  SBar  ee  conftitutionell, 
bafj  Jttianjig  ^alire  long  unb  riielleid}t  mebr,  bie  93rieffdde  im  Siiben  aufge= 
riffen  n>urben,um  5U  feben,ob  nidit  3lbclitionefad?en  barin  feien?  SBar  e»  con* 
ftituticnell,  baf3  man  ha§  9]ed)t  ber  ^^etition  tjermcigerte?  ^\t  Seceffion  con- 
ftitutionell? 5U  £•?  fcet  Gonftitution  gemd^,  baJ3  bie  G^icago  £eute  bef)auptcn, 
ber  i>rdfibent  ij^ibi  ttic^  9?cdit  unb  bie  "i^flittt,  einen  Staat  ju  entlaffen,  tt)enn 
biefer  ee  forbert?  5ft  e^  conftitutionell,  ju  bel)aupten,  baf?  Seceffion  ju  ben 
,,rcferinrten  9ied}ten  ber  Staaten"  get)cre?  ^sit  e^  conftitutionell,  3U  protlami= 
ren,  baf,  unfer  ganjes  Staatengebdube  nur  fiir  eine  .Piaffe  non  9Jlcnfd}en  beftebe, 
—  eine  Glaffe,  bie  burcf)  bie  .f)autfarbe  beftimmt  ift?  !I^ie  alten  ^eiben  b^itten 
eine  bi^bcre  iHnfidit  t>om  Staate  unb  ben  '^-^flid^ten  ber  D^egierung.  ^ft  e»  con  = 
ftitutionell,  unfere  ganse  9?egierung  alc^  eine  blofee  Gonfoberation  ober  Seague 
gu  fdiilbern  —  bie  armfeligfte  oiler  9{egierungen? 

Sr^ir  l)alten  bie  Gonftitution  in  Ijcijcn  G'bren,  aber  fie  ift  fein  ®ott.  ^^ao 
£anb,  bie  9uition,  bie  g-rcil^eit,  bie  toir  lieben  —  bie  ftcben  alle  ftieit  iiber 
ber  Gonftitution,  unb  n>a»  nie  fergeffen  irerben  mu§,  bie  9iebellion  be»  Siibeus 
bat  einen  3uftanb  bert)orgebrad)t,  fiir  roeldjen  bie  Gonftitution  nie  bered)net  mar 
unb  nid)t  beredmet  merbcn  tonnte.  (ScUen  mir  bcnn  bie  .f)dnbe  in  ben  £d}co^ 
tegen,  mie  ^!}>rdfibent  33ud)anan  e?  tbat  unb  erfldren:  3^)  f*-!""  nid^tc-tbun,  ba^ 
?anb  5u  rctten,  bcnn  bie  Gonftitution  gibt  nid}t  an,  mie  id}  e^  tbun  fell?  —  So 
lautete  ber  ^mijt  feine^  ©eneral=2lnma(t:*' ber  SSer.'Staaten.     ©ott  bel;ute! 


9Bir  fmb  eineSuiticn,  inir  Juclfen  Gin  2>o(f  fein  unb  bai'  !^anb  nuif;  er^altcn 
Uiorben;  eben  tok  bais  ?ebcn  eine^^  .rU'antcn  gerettet  ittevbcii  niu^,  cb  baci  9ie: 
ccvtbud)  gcuau  ipa^t  ober  nictt.  S}ie  Gon)tinitien  bat  nid)t  bau  5>cl'f  erfd}a[fen, 
bav  IscU  t)at  bie  Gciiftitiiticn  gcmad^t.  3lber  ift  benn  bie  Conftitutien  fcrleljt 
luovben?  S}ie  genaue  33eantiiHn-tung,  meine  £'anbx4cutc,  ipiirbe  eiiie  lange  ^iy: 
cufficn  erforbevn,  bie  bier  nirfit  Statt  finben  fann.  ©efe|:.t  abcr,  ba[5  einige 
Swinge  iicrgcfaden  feicn,  bie  nid}t  geiiau  nod}  ben  bcftebenbcii  0)efet-cn  gere*ifer= 
tigt  incvben  fcnncn,  fo  tiebnit  bier  ben  5luiofvntd}  eine-o  iDknney,  ber  brei[t  ge^ 
mig  ift,  jit  fagcn,  tav,  er  bie  03cld}id)te  ber  i'crgaiigenl}eit  itnb  bcr  Oiegenitiart 
ircbl  eben  fc  gut  fcnnt,  mie  ivgcnb  ein  Gbicago  ^Oevr.  3d}  fage  e^  ntcbl  iibcr= 
badit,  ba^  nie  ein  5?uvgerfrieg  ftattgcfimben  Ijat,  \a  nie  auc^i  niir  ein  gemcbnlidjer 
ivvieg,  in  roeldicm  bie  3iegierung  ben  taiifenbften  Sbcil  won  ^vrcibeit  erlaubt 
bat,  ben  bie  J-einbe  ber  Sicgievung  nnb  greunbe  be!o  geinbe;?  bei  une  genie^cn, 
unb  ben  irir  genief3en  wiirben,  wenn  unferc  Oppcnenten  bie  QuQei  ber  Siegie^ 
rung  in  ber  |)anb  batten. 

C"6  ift  bie  fcgenannte  bemofratifcbe  ^artet,  bie  biefen  33ilrgerfrieg  bervfrge^ 
bvadit  bat,  unb  nun  fagt  fie,  fie  allein  tonne  ibn  beenbigen.  2I!aru5n?  2i>cbnt 
eine  mi^fteriofe  QJcmalt  cber  .Uenntnifs  in  einem  SOtanne,  fcbalb  er  ficb  ,,^enie: 
trat"  in  iHinerita  nenntV  Sie  ipctlen  Ji'icben  fdiliefjcn,  bcnSiebetlen  alki?  auf; 
gcben;  fie  moOen  bie  JHebclten  ,,h)arnicr  al^  je  bei  ber  .i^anb  nebnicn,"  unb  ib  = 
nen  ,,ane  nicglid:'e  crbci^te  Gkirantieen  geben"  —  turj  gefagt,  fie  gebcren  3U 
jencn  Seuten  im  Dicrben,  bie  ungliidlidievmeife  ininier  bie  i'afaicn  bec^  Siiben^ 
gefpielt  baben  —  bie  glauben,  bafj  e^  cine  C^bre  ift,  bie  93efei;le  eines  arrcgan^ 
ten  £c[at)enbeftt!erc(  3U  erfiillen.     ^ft  bac^  benictratifd}? 

§reunbe,  lafjt  xm6  fiir  ^'inccln  ffimmen.  DJIandie  von  Qwdj  glauben  cbne 
Bnicifei,  bafj  er  einigei?  getban  ^ot,  tva^}  ^si)V  mif3bil!igt;  bafs  er  gutpcilen  nidjt 
rafrf)  genug  gebanbelt  i)at;  aber  bie  einfacbe  (yrage  £»cr  bem  35oIfe  ift, 
fell  Sinccln  cter  DJicGletlan  unfer  'JprdTibent  fein?  ^lix  niiifit  jntifd^en  biefen 
®eiben  nuiblen.  J^ein  cnberer  fann  ernnibtt  h?erben;  unb  melcber  3?eutfd}e 
felt  ta  ^roeifelbaft  fein,  ober  iDeld}er  3)eutfd}e  fonnte  ba  gleid;gii(tig  ficb 
hei  Stiminenl  entbalten.  ^ener  ift  national,  biefer  ift  es  nidjt.  ^ener  ift 
fiir  greibcit  unb  fiir  bie  Hbfdjaffung  bcsi  Sdninbfledeng  biefe'?  Sai)r^iin= 
bcrti?,  —  er  ift  gegen  bie  Stlaiierei,  bie.  biefe^^  llnbeil  bei  23iirgertriegl  bcriior- 
gcbrad)t  fjat;  S'iefer  ift  fiir  Stlawerci;  ^cncx  ift  offcn  unb  aufrid)tig;  ift  el  Sie^ 
fer?  ^ener  ift  fiir  alle  93iirgcr  biefel  grcf^en  Sanbel,  ob  fie  bier  geborcn  finb 
obcrnidn;  'I^iefer  ift  grofjentbeill  bnrd)  ■ftnon^notbing'S  ernannt.  ^i^ner  ift  ein 
mabrcr  Tcmofrat,  ein  Wiann  bei  9>cltel ;  liefer  ift  feiner,  nienigftenl  ift  ber 
^aufe,  ber  ibn  ernannt  bat,  atlel  ebcr,  all  bentctratifcb  gefmnt.  ^ener  bat  in 
uncvbcrten  Sdjinierigfeiten  bal  Sdiiff  menigftenl  fo  gelenft,  baf;  h^ir  bem  .^afen 
nabe  finb;  2)iefer,  an  ber  Spijje  einee  ber  grof3tcn  .jpeere  biefel  3*-'it<-iItcrl,  tl;at 
nid)tl  all  jaubern,  all  er,  ipie  bcr  '^exn'b  jel^t  gugcfteljt,  bem  ^iriege  t)dtte  ein 
Gnbe  mad}on  fonncn. 

Gc^  Idf^t  fid}  cerftcl^en,  trarum  einige  fef}r  reid-»c  unb  einige  fe!br  arnieTeutfd}e, 
bie  SInftellungcn  iin'mfdjen,  fid)  fiir  Wcneral^JicGlellan  bcmiibon;  ober  Don  jebem, 
ber  nid}tl  ber  5lrt  ericartet  unb  aufrid}tig  fiir  bie  C'bre,  Ginbeit  unb  Jsrcibeit  tei 
2?aterlanbel  ftinnncn  mill,  unb  ber  fid)  nid}t  burd}  ben  Dlanien  S)eiTiotrat  tdu^ 
fd}en  Idfjt,  muf;  man  erioavten,  baf;  cv  fiir  i'inceln  ftimmen  mevbe,  menu  cr  ru- 
^ig  bie  gro|e  Cage  bcr  S)ingc  unb  bie  Gbarattere  bcr  beiben  'Dldnner  iibevlegt. 


Jtbnirft  btt  ^.  Subwlfl,  30  Scnlre-etr.,  9?.-?). 
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Psalm  98,  1. — O,  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song,  for  He  hath  clone  marvel- 
ous things  ;  His  right  hand  and  His  holy  arm  hath  gotten  him  the  victory. 

*  Isaiah  33, 17. — And  the  worlc  of  righteousness  shall  be  peace ;  and  the 
effect  of  righteousness,  quietness  and  assurance  forever. 

THE   VICTORIES    OF    SHERMAN    AND   FARRAGDT. 

We  have  assembled  to-night,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  render  thanks  unto  Almighty 
God  for  the  signal  triumph  of  onr  arms  upon  the  land  and  upon.' 
the  sea.  The  annals  of  war  contain  few  records  so  illustrious 
as  the  campaign  of  onr  Western  army,  terminating  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Atlanta,  and  the  achievements  of  our  navy  in  the  har- 
bor of  Mobile.  For  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  our  army  haa 
fought  its  way  into  a  hostile  territory,  against  hills  terraced 
with  intrenchments  and  planted  with  cannon  ;  through  rocky 
defiles  bristling  with  bayonets ;  over  morasses  tangled  witb 
thickets,  and  traversed  by  treacherous  streams  ;  around  moun- 
tains fortified  from  base  to  summit,  and  across  rivers  whose 
bridges  were  destroyed,  and  whose  fords  were  contested  by 
cavalry  and  by  batteries  ; — a  march  which  for  three  months  has 
been  one  continuous  fight  with  a  wily  and  desperate  foe  ;  as- 
saults in  front  to  dislodge  him  from  his  fastnesses,  skirmishing 
upon  the  flank  and  in  the  rear,  to  keep  open  commnnications, 
and  to  guard  against  surprise ;  the  victory  of  to-day  preparing 
a  new  battle  for  the  morrow — from  Missionary  Pidge  to  Ring- 
gold, from  Ringgold  to  Tunnel  Hill  and  Buzzard's  Roost,  from 


Rocky  Face  to  Dalton,  tVoin  Dalton  to  Resaca,  from  Eesacato 
Dallas  and  the  Altoona  Pass ;  then  to  Lost  Mountain,  the  Ken- 
esaw  and  Marietta;  from  Marietta  to  the  Chattahooche,  and 
thus  on  through  all  the  weary  and  bloody,  yet  triumphant  way, 
until  Atlanta,  the  westward  focus  of  the  rebel  Confederacy, 
with  its  network  of  railroads,  its  founderies  and  arsenals  of  war, 
its  mao:azines  of  food  and  ammunition,  lay  captive  at  Siiek- 
man's  feet. 

A  march  so  full  of  conflict  and  of  peril,  in  which  so  many 
natural  obstacles  and  military  obstructions  have  been  over- 
come by  bravery,  by  strategy,  and  by  perseverance,  recalls  the 
sixth  campaign  of  Cjssar — to  subdue  the  revolt  of  the  Belgian 
tribes,  and  to  chastise  the  invading  hordes  of  Germany.  That 
memorable  campaign  was  fought  in  a  country  which  was  "no 
other  than  one  great  ambuscade  ;"  and  Cesar's  troops  were  ex- 
posed to  be  cut  off  in  detail,  whenever  they  were  separated 
from  the  main  body.  The  enem}'-,  when  repnlsed,  would  re- 
treat into  the  forests,  and  obstruct  the  march  of  the  Romans 
by  felling  trees,  and  multiplying  the  obstacles  which  nature 
had  created,  so  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  bring  them  to 
a  pitched  battle.  "  They  could  not  be  reached  in  any  vital 
part,"  and  it  was  only  by  a  kind  of  political  flanking,  dividing 
the  rebel  allies  through  the  jealousies  ot"  the  barbarian  tribes 
toward  each  other,  that  CiESAR  was  enabled  to  make  head 
against  a  foe  so  favored  by  all  the  forces  of  nature. 

Yet  C.E3AR  had  before  him  an  enemy  who,  though  superior 
in  numbers  and  in  sheer  brute  force,  was  far  inferior  to  his  vet- 
eran legions  in  military  discipline,  and  in  the  arms  arid  mater- 
ials of  war — an  enemy  altogether  ignorant  of  strategy,  and  not 
even  knowing  how  to  fortify  a  camp  with  ditch  and  rampart; 
while  our  General,  likewise  marching  through  "  one  great  am- 
buscade," has  had  to  contend  with  a  foe  who  possessed  all  the 
resources  of  war  known  to  himself,  who  had  weapons  and  ma- 
teriak  of  the  same  manufacture  and  tlie  same  destructive  pow- 
er, who  iiad  been  educated  in  the  same  military  school,  who 
could  conduct  his  strategy  with  a  familiar  knowledge  of  the 
country,  and  with  the  advantage  of  defensive  engineering  at 
every  step. 

When  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  resources  of  the  foe 
are  considered,  and  the  difficulties  in  subsistiui;  an  invadinor 
army  at  an  ever  increasing  distance  irotn  its  base  of  supplies, 
and  with  desperate  roving  bands  hovering  upon  its  long,  nar- 
row line  of  communication,  history  will  assign  to  the  campaign 
from  Cliattanooga  to  Atlanta,  a  place  among  tlie  great  achieve- 
ments of  military  science  and  genius.  Its  crowning  victory 
puts  to  shame  those  who  have  murmured  at  the  slowness  of 
the  advaace ;  shame  that  they  should  know   so   little  of  the 


physical  geography  of  tlieir  own  conntrj;  shame  that  they 
Bhonld  have  so  little  sympathy  with  the  brave  men  who  were 
conquering,  not  armies  alone,  but  rivers  and  forests,  marshes 
and  momitains,  and  were  %vi)iiiing  for  the  arms  of  the  Union  a 
record  as  proud  as  Roman  legions  ever  bore.  "Well  does  the 
head  of  the  nation  give  the  nation's  thanks  to  the  "Western 
Army  for  such  "glorious  achievements."  "Well  does  he  sum- 
mon us  to  give  thanks  to  God  who  hath  done  for  us  such  "  mar- 
velous things." 

Of  the  achievements  of  the  fleet  at  Mobile,  it  were  impossi- 
ble to  speak  in  terms  of  exaggeration.  Sailing  right  into  the 
concentrated  fire  of  forts  and  of  rams,  battling  with  walls  of 
stone  upon  this  side,  and  upon  that  with  walls  of  iron,  butting 
wooden  prows  against  iron  plates,  and  pouring  shot  and  shell 
into  the  nuge  floating  battery  that  thought  to  run  them  down, 
crowding  on  into  the  deadly  grapple  through  a  channel  sown 
■with  torpedoes  and  raked  bj-  artillery  from  ship  and  shore — 
crowding  on  and  on,  till  the  iron  hearted  Admiral,  lashed  to 
the  rigging,  signals  to  the  fleet  that  the  day  is  won.  Before 
the  glory  of  that  achievement  the  victories  of  the  Nile  and  of 
Trafalgar,  with  Nelson's  fame,  must  readjust  their  claims  to 
naval  pre-eminence  ;  while  all  faction  at  home  and  all  prejudice 
abroad  should  yield  to  Farragnt  "  an  unconditional  surrender." 
"Well  does  the  President  express  the  feeling  of  the  nation  in 
thanks  to  the  gallant  navy  and  the  co-operating  troops ;  well 
does  he  call  upon  us  as  a  Christian  people  to  make  devout 
acknowledgment  of  "  the  signal  success  that  Divine  Providence 
has  vouchsafed  to  the  operations  of  the  United  States  fleet  and 
army  in  the  harbor  of  Mobile." 


"WHY   CHRISTIANS    EEJOICE    IN   VICTOKY. 

And  yet  the  question  comes  up,  "  "Why  should  wo,  a  Chris- 
tian people,  rejoice  in  the  bloody  triumphs  of  war  ?"  Yv^liy 
set  apart  these  sacred  hours,  in  the  house  of  God,  to  give 
thanks  for  victories?  These  victories  have  been  achieved  at  a 
fearful  cost  of  suffering  and  life.  Thousands  have  fallen  in  the 
long  campaign  whose  final  success  we  celebrate.  Other  thou- 
sands have  been  maimed  or  permanently  enfeebled  by  disease, 
while  in  thousands  of  homes  there  is  mourning  and  wo,  because 
the  young,  the  manly,  the  brave  who  went  forth  to  the  fight 
with  stout  hearts  and  high  hopes,  will  return  no  more,  or  have 
been  brought  back  to  sleep  in  a  soldier's  grave,  "Why  then,  I 
ask  again,  do  we,  a  Christian  people,  rejoice  in  these  victoi'ies 
of  war,  and  give  thanks  to  God  for  success  as  a  signal  mercy  ? 

It  is  not  for  mere  military  success  that  we  rejoice  and  give 


thanks,  A  trmmpli  of  material  force  alone  could  not  awaken 
these  congratulations  that  for  a  week  past  have  brightened  the 
whole  face  of  society.  A  military  or  a  naval  combat,  arranged 
to  test  the  superiority  of  either  party,  we  would  turn  from  with 
horror,  as  from  the  gladiatorial  show  of  the  Roman  arena,  or 
the  bull-fight  of  the  Spanish  theatre. 

Our  rejoicing  is  not  simply  the  gratification  of  national  pride 
in  the  victory  of  our  arms.  There  miglit  be  victories  that 
would  bring  us  shame.  The  wanton  invasion  of  a  weak  neigh- 
bor, the  seizure  of  his  ports  and  towns,  the  desolation  of  his 
territory,  and  the  massacre  of  its  inhabitants,  or  such  wars  of 
aggression  and  conquest  as  Britain  has  sometimes  waged  in 
India  and  China,  might  call  for  humiliation  in  proportion  to 
their  success.  The  unprovoked  destruction  of  the  port  of  Ka- 
gosima  by  a  British  man-of-war,  elicited  strong  condemnation 
from  the  pulpit,  the  press  and  the  Parliament  of  England. 
There  was  no  glory  in  that  victory. 

Christianity  has  taught  us  that  to  warrant  national  rejoicing 
in  time  of  war,  not  only  must  the  national  arms  be  successful, 
but  the  cause  must  be  just.  As  a  Christian  people,  we  cannot 
delight  in  war  for  its  own  sake  ;  we  cannot  exult  in  victory 
simply  as  the  evidence  of  superior  strength  or  the  occasion  of 
military  glory.  Yet,  though  we  are  a  Christian  people,  and 
even  hecause  we  are  such,  we  may  rejoice  in  military  successes 
that  vindicate  a  righteous  cause. 


THE   BIBLE   DOCTRINE    CONCEKNING   WAR. 

When  a  nation  is  challenged  by  the  assaults  of  evil  men  to 
draw  the  sword  in  defence  of  justice,  it  may  rightfully  appeal 
to  God  to  grant  it  victory  upon  the  field,  and  may  appropri- 
ately refer  its  victories  to  His  favoring  Providence. 

(1.)  The  Scriptures  teach  us  that  the  arbitrament  of  war  is 
a  method  of  referring  to  Almighty  God  the  righteousness  of  a 
cause  against  the  machinations  of  bloody  and  deceitful  men. 
When  David,  the  anointed  of  God,  was  set  upon  by  conspira- 
tors, he  prayed:  "Arise,  O  Lord,  in  thine  anger;  lift  up  thy- 
self because  of  the  rage  of  mine  enemies  ;  and  awake  for  me, 
Thou  who  hast  ordained  judgment."  When  David  took  up 
the  challenge  of  Goliath,  whose  army  threatened  to  annihilate 
Israel,  he  said  to  the  Philistine  :  "  Thou  comest  to  me  with  a 
sword,  and  with  a  spear,  and  with  a  shield  ;  but  I  come  to 
thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  the  armies 
of  Israel,  whom  thou  hast  defied  ;  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord's, 
and  He  will  give  you  into  our  hands." — (1  Sam.  xvii.  45,  47.) 

The  children  of  Israel  were  instructed  by  the  Lord  to  make 


iJieir  warfare  a  service  of  religion,  and  to  go  to  war  only  upon 
riglitful  occasion.  Tlie  priests  were  to  sound  the  alarm  with 
the  sacred  trumpets  of  silver.  "  If  j^ou  go  lO  war  against  tlie 
enemy  that  oppresseth  you,  then  ye  shall  blow  an  alarm  with 
the  trumpets,  and  ye  shall  be  remembered  before  the  Lord, 
and  ye  shall  be  saved  from  your  enemies.'' — (Numbers  x.  9.) 

When  Solomon,  at  the  dedication  of  tlie  temple,  invoked  the 
favor  of  God  in  all  national  contingencies,  he  prayed  :  "  If  tliy 
people  go  out  to  battle  against  their  enemy,  whithersoever  thou 
rlialt  send  them,  and  shall  pray  unto  the  Lord  toward  the  city 
which  thou  hast  chosen,  and  toward  the  house  that  I  have 
built  for  thy  name,  then  hear  thou  in  Heaven  their  prayer  and 
their  supplication,  and  maiyitain  their  cause^''  or,  as  it  reads  in 
the  margin,  maintain  their  right^  vindicate  the  rightness  of 
their  cause,  by  granting  them  victory. — (1  Kings  viii.  44.) 

It  was  "  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon  "  that  pre- 
vailed over  the  JMidianites,  when  they  were  gathered  against 
Israel  like  the  grasshoppers  for  multitude.  "  The  Lord  led 
forth  the  armies  of  Israel."  So  strong  is  the  testimony  of  the 
Scriptures  on  the  point  that  a  just  war  i&  a  necessary  and  a 
lawful  appeal  to  God  to  maintain  the  cause  of  right,  that  a 
curse  is  invoked  upon  those  who  stand  aloof  from  such  a  con- 
flict, and  "  come  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty." 
(Judges  V.  23.)  When  Amalek  came  up  to  destroy  Israel, 
Moses  took  a  conspicuous  place  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and 
stretched  forth  over  the  people  the  rod  of  God — the  symbol  of 
Jehovah's  presence,  the  invocation  of  his  power.  While  that 
rod  was  uplifted,  Israel  prevailed  ;  and  when  the  victory  was 
sure,  Moses  built  an  altar  and  called  it  Jehovah-nissi — "  the 
Lord  my  hanner^ 

(2.)  The  Scriptures  abound  in  examples  of  thanksgiving  to 
God  for  success  in  war.  Deborah  sang,  "  Praise  ye  the  Lord 
for  the  avenging  of  Israel.  So  let  all  thine  enemies  perish,  O 
Lord." — (Judges  v.)  The  Psalmist  sings :  "  Blessed  be  the 
Lord  my  strength,  which  teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  and  my 
fingers  to  tight." — Psaltns  cxliv.  1.) 

"  O,  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song ;  for  he  hath  done  mar- 
velous things  :  His  right  hand  and  His  holy  arm  hath  gotten 
Him  the  victory."  "  The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life  ;  of 
whom  shall  I  be  afraid.  Though  a  host  should  encamp  against 
me,  my  heart  shall  not  fear;  though  war  should  rise  against 
me,  in  this  will  I  be  confident.  Now  shall  mine  hand  be  lifted 
up  above  mine  enemies  round  about  me.  Therefore  will  I 
offer  in  His  tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy,  I  will  sing,  yea,  I  will 
sing  praises  unto  the  Lord." 

A  special  victory  is  thus  celebrated  by  name  : 

"  Thou  hast  broken  RahaO  in  pieces  as  one  that  is  slain ; 
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tlioii  hast  scattered  thine  enemies  with  thy  strong  arm.  In 
thy  name  will  we  rejoice  all  the  day.  For  the  Lord  is  our  de- 
fence, and  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  our  King." 

"  The  right  hand  of  the  Lord  is  exalted, 
The  right  hand  of  the  Lord  doeth  valiantly." 

A  national  hymn  of  the  Hebrews  commemorated  their  vic- 
tories upon  all  gre;at  religious  occasions  : 

"  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord, 
For  his  mercy  endureth  forever, 
Who  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  host 

in  the  Red  Sea ; 
For  his  mercy  endureth  forever. 
To  him  who  smote  great  lyings, 
For  his  mercy  endureth  forever  ; 
And  slew  famous  kings, 
For  his  mercy  endureth  forever. 
Sihon,  King  of  the  Amorites, 
For  his  mercy  endureth  forever ; 
And  Og,  King  of  Baslian, 
For  his  mercy  endureth  forever." 

The  eighteenth  Psalm  is  a  religions  war  song. 

"  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  rock ;  and  Vt  tlie  God  of  my  salva- 
tion be  exalted.  It  is  God  that  avengeth  me,  and  subdueth  the  peojile  under 
me ;  therefore,  will  I  give  thanks  unto  tliee,  O  Lord,  among  the  heathen,  and 
sing  praises  unto  thy  name."    (See  Psalms  xxvii.,  Ixxxix.,  cxxxvi.,  xviii.) 

(3.)  The  Scriptures  teach  ns  also,  that  war  and  its  issues  are 
in  tlie  hands  of  God.  Sometimes  He  sends  war  as  a  judgment 
upon  a  guilty  land  ;  sometimes  He  calls  for  the  sword  to  scourge 
the  oppressor  and  the  wrong  doer.  In  the  famous  battle  of 
Barak  against  Sisera,  when  the  Israelites  struggled  for  their 
veiy  life  as  a  nation,  the  "  stars  in  their  courses  fouglit  against 
Sisera,"  and  "  the  Lord  discomfited  him  and  all  his  chariots, 
and  all  his  host  with  the  edge  of  the  sword  before  Barak." 
"Some  trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in  horses,  but  we  will  re- 
member the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God."  Moses,  David,  Hez- 
ekiali,  and  other  leaders  of  Israel  were  wont  to  inquire  of  the 
Lord,  by  prayer  and  through  his  prophets,  whether  they  should 
go  up  against  an  enemy ;  since  they  regarded  tiie  issue  of  war 
as  beyond  all  human  foresight,  and  lodged  in  the  secret  pur- 
pose of  the  Almighty.  And  because  the  issue  belongs  to  God, 
it  is  a  sin  not  to  recognize  His  hand  in  our  victories,  but  to 
ascribe  them  to  our  own  power,  or  to  the  skill  and  the  strength 
of  our  leaders.  "There  is  no  King  saved  by  the  raultititde  of 
an  host.  A  mighty  man  is  not  delivered  by  much  strength." 
"  Our  soul  waiteth  for  the  Lord  •  he  is  our  help  and  our 
Bhield." 
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THE   JUSTNESS    OF    OUR   CAUSE. 


"We  are  npon  Biblical  ground,  therefore,  when  we  invoice  God 
in  doing  battle  for  a  just  cause,  and  we  are  following  Biblical 
precedent  when  we  ascribe  to  him  the  victory.^  And,  surely, 
we  can  appeal  to  God  with  pure  hearts  for  the  justness  of  our 
cause  as  a  nation.  Wliatever  onr  sins  as  individuals  and  as  a 
people — sins  that  deserve  that  our  liberties  should  he  threatened 
if  not  taken  away — yet  the  cause  for  which  we  fight  is  a  jusi 
cause. 

(1.)  AYe  draw  the  sword  in  defence  of  a  Government  that 
was  ordained  "  to  establish  justice,  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our 
]'Osterity."  Concerning  such  a  Government,  thus  defined  in 
its  own  Constitution,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  ordained 
of  God,  not  only  as  to  the  fact  of  its  existence,  but  as  to  the 
spirit  and  intent  of  it  as  a  Government.  Its  spirit  is  freedom, 
based  upon  the  recognition  of  the  rights  of  all  its  subjects  ;  its 
object,  "  to  establisli' justice,"  and  "  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
all."  No  Government,  in  its  theory,  could  approach  more 
nearly  the  apostolic  ideal  of  governmeut  as  "  the  minister  of 
God  for  good,  and  a  terror  to  evil-doers."  And  in  view  of  the 
Scriptural  requirement  of  respect  to  Government  as  Govern- 
meiit,  as  a  permanent  ordinance  of  God,  it  has  been  fitly  said, 
that  "  the  great  duty  of  submission  to  civil  authority  should  be 
made  a  part  of  our  elementary  morality^^ 


THE  GDILT  OF  THE  KEBELLION. 

That  elementary  morality,  the  first  principles  of  right,  the 
foundations  of  order,  of  justice,  of  society  were  assailed  by  a 
rebellion  against  such  a  Government — a  rebellion  wanton,  reck- 
less, long-plotted,  seeking  pretexts  in  vain,  and  at  last  creating 
pretexts  for  its  own  desperate  use;  a  rebellion  that  aimed  at 
the  overthrow  of  this  Government,  and  that  would  set  up  in 
its  stead  the  sovereignty  of  separate  States,  each  claiming  the 
right  to  make  the  laboring  man  a  slave,  and  to  practice  injus- 
tice and  cruelty  upon  the  mass  of  its  working  population,  with- 
out interference  of  law  and  without  protest  from  the  moral  sen- 
timent of  maiddnd.  Rather  would  the  rebels  destroy  all  lib- 
erty than  suffer  the  liberty  of  denying  their  right  to  make  men 
slaves.  Rather  than  that  you  and  I  should  be  free  to  say,  that 
to  seize  the  wife  of  another  and  defile  her  before  his  eyes  and 
then  lash  and  torture  him  for  complaining,  is  a  crime  against 
man  and  God,  the  wretches  who  commit  such  crimes  would 
blot  out  from  the  land  all  freedom  of  the  pulpit  and  the  press, 
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the  freedom  of  speech,  and  of  thought  itself.  Tlie  war  which 
they  are  waging  upon  the  Gov^ernment  of  the  United  States  is 
an  unholy  war,  a  monstrous  conspiracy  of  crime. 

WHAT   WE   ARE    FIGHTING   FOE. 

Onr  war  in  defence  of  that  Government  is  a  just  war — a  war 
to  maintain  a  just  and  good  Government — to  maintain  the  ex- 
istence of  a  nation  which  has  in  its  history,  its  spirit  and  its 
institutions,  more  elements  of  hope  a;.d  of  blessing  for  man- 
kind than  can  be  found  in  any  other  ;  a  war  to  preserve  a  home 
of  liberty  for  the  laboring  man,  for  the  exile  from  other  lands, 
for  all  coming  times.  Every  victory  in  such  a  war  tends  to 
make  more  firm  and  sure,  not  this  Union  and  Government 
alone,  but  popular  government  and  constitutional  liberty  for 
after  ages.  We  have  drawn  the  sword  for  the  hope  of  univer- 
sal humanity,  for  a  stable  liberty,  in  opposition  alike  to  anarchy 
and  to  despotism  ;  and  may  God  speed  the  right ! 

THE   QUESTION   OF  SLAVERY. 

(2.)  In  the  progress  of  the  war,  the  way  has  been  opened  for 
the  deliverance  of  an  oppressed  race  from  the  house  of  bondage, 
and  this  is  laid  upon  us  as  a  necessity  for  our  own  life. 
I  care  not  to  argue  again  the  question  of  Slavery  upon  moral 
and  Biblical  grounds.  It  is  a  waste  of  time  to  seek  to  con- 
vince men  who  refuse  to  be  convinced.  And  those  wlio  will 
not  acknowledge  the  iniquity  of  Shivery,  after  the  revelations 
which  the  war  has  made  of  its  effects  upon  Southern  society, 
of  its  vices  and  its  cruelties,  of  its  hostility  to  education,,  to 
free  Government,  to  an  independent  press,  and  to  an  honest 
and  liumane  Gospel,  of  its  utter  incompatibility  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  laboring  classes  in  the  comforts  and  the  arts  of  life, 
in  knowledge  and  in  social  elevation,  and  with  the  family  rela- 
tion as  ordained  by  God  at  the  beginning— those  who  will  not 
acknowledge  that  Slavery  violates  the  simplest  elements  of  jus- 
tice, and  all  those  rights  of  man  which  this  nation  has  declared 
to  be  his  inalienable  endowment  from  the  Creator,  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  ethical  and  Biblical  argument  touching  any  moral 
or  social  wrong. 

But  aside  from  moral  considerations,  there  is  a  military  and 
political  necessity  for  the  destruction  of  Slavery.  We  under- 
mine the  rebellion  by  sapping  Slavery.  And  our  future  peace 
as  a  nation  demands  the  removal  of  that  system  of  injustice 
and  outrage  which  was  the  spring  and  motive  of  the  rebellion, 
and  which,  in  vindication  of  the  divine  justice,  has  drawn  upon 
UB  the  awful  scourge  of  war.     The  path  of  victory  opens  the 
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■way  for  the  emancipation  of  an  unhappy  race,  and  for  the  de- 
liverance of  the  nation  from  a  stupendous  crime.  We  rejoice 
and  give  thanks  for  victories  that  mark  tlie  sublime  march  of 
freedom  and  of  justice  in  the  land. 

LONGINGS    FOR    PEACE. 

3.  And,  thirdly,  we  rejoice  and  praise  God  for  victory 
as  the  way  to  peace,  through  the  establishment  of  just 
government,  and  the  destruction  of  the  cause  and  aniinus  of 
the  rebellion.  Years  of  familiarity  with  war  have  not  inured 
ns  to  its  horrors,  nor  made  us  oblivious  of  the  blessings  of  peace. 
Even  a  just  and  necessary  war,  a  war  that  tends  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  freedom  and  the  advancement  of  civilization  througti 
the  overthrow  of  oppression  and  wrong,  a  war  that  the  Provi- 
dence of  God  lays  upon  us  in  the  interest  of  humanity,  and 
that  the  word  of  God  sanctions  as  right,  a  war  that  anhnates 
patriotism,  develops  the  national  life,  thai  unifies  and  invigo- 
rates the  Government,  that  purifies  public  sentiment  and  evokes 
the  moral  sense  of  the  nation — even  such  a  war  carries  with  it 
so  much  of  calamity  that  we  shrink  from  the  cost  and  the  pain 
wlien  within  reach  of  the  prize.  The  nation  yearns  for  peace. 
Wounded  hearts  and  sorrowing  households,  ready  to  bleed  and 
mourn  afresh  for  the  bereavements  of  others,  sigh  and  pray 
for  the  return  of  peace.  Parents,  wives,  children,  who  through, 
anxious  months  and  years  have  watched  the  lists  of  the  sick, 
the  wounded,  the  dead,  and  who  still  thank  God  that  their 
soldier  lives,  pray  and  long  the  more  for  the  peace  that  shall 
bring  him  home  again.  And  the  soldier  in  the  trenches,  in 
the  hospital,  in  the  prison,  turns  homeward  many  a  wistful 
look,  with  the  prayer  of  peace  upon  his  lips.  Peace,  i^ea'ie^ 
PEACE,  is  the  supplication  of  this  whole  people  to  Almighty 
God,  even  amid  the  rejoicings  of  victory.  It  is  the  daily  prayer 
of  him  who  from  the  Executive  mansion  at  Washington  calls 
for  yet  another  and  another  hundred  thousand  men,  no  less 
than  of  the  poor  widow  who  hopes,  even  against  hope,  that 
her  one  soldier-boy  yet  lives. 

How  lase  it  is  then  to  pervert  tliis  holy  aspiration  for  peace, 
into  a  partisan  cry,  that  means  not  peace  hwX.  jplacQ  j  not  peace 
for  the  nation  but  place  for  a  candidate  !  How  crudl  to  de- 
ceive the  ignorant  and  unreflecting,  with  promises  of  peace 
that  could  be  kept  only  by  parting  with  the  honor,  the  sover- 
eignty, the  life  of  the  nation,  -and  after  that  could  not  be  kept 
at  all !  How  mean^  how  dastardly,  how  utterly  faithless  to- 
wards those  who  for  years  have  stood  the  brunt  of  war,  and 
are  now  in  the  final  gl-apple  with  the  foe,  to  unfurl  the 
white  flag  in  order  to  march  over  their  trenches — trampling 


Tinder  foot  tlie  sufferings  and  tlie  victories  of  our  defenders— 
to  march  over  these  into  tlie  camp  of  the  enemy,  there  to 
strike  hands  with  the  authors  of  all  this  destruction  and  misery, 
and  to  beg  of  tliein  a  dispensation  of  pardon  and  peace!  There 
is  an  ignominy  worse  than  war  ;  there  is  a  shame  harder  to  be 
endured  than  suffering ;  there  is  a  pusillanimity  and  a  palter- 
ing in  presence  of  treason  that  only  mocks  the  sacred  name  of 
peace. 

NO  PEACE  wrrnouT  justice. 

Peace?  We  long. for  peace ;  but  let  us  be  admonished  by 
tha^  saying  of  Burke,  that  "  the  deliberations  of  calamity  are 
rarely  wise."  Let  us  not  take  counsel  of  our  fears  ;  let  us  not 
take  counsel  of  our  losses  ;  let  us  not  take  counsel  of  our 
pockets ;  let  us  not  take  counsel  of  our  enemies,  nor  of  those 
who,  since  the  war  began,  have  been  covertly  upon  their  side, 
but  too  cowardly  to  take  the  risk  of  avowing  it.  jSTo ;  if  we 
would  have  peace  let  us  take  counsel  of  judgment,  of  experi- 
ence, of  principle,  of  the  "Word  of  God  ;  and  "  the  work  of 
righteousness  shall  be  peace,  and  the  effect  of  righteousness, 
quietness  and  assurance  forever."  Unrighteousness  hath  dis- 
turbed our  peace.  Injustice  and  wrong,  the  robbery  of  the 
poor,  the  oppression' of  the  needy — legalized  by  States,  and 
connived  at  for  years  by  the  dominant  party  in  politics — had 
filled  the  cup  of  our  iniquity,  so  that  the  Almighty  Judge  of 
nations  must  come  forth  injustice  and  in  judgment.  And  we 
can  never  settle  the  controversy  that  God  hath  with  this  nation, 
until  we  are  willing  to  settle  it  upon  the  basis  of  justice  to  our 
fellow-men.  We  may  try  peace-mongering  and  coiiqiromising, 
and  submitting  ourselves  again  to  the  insolent  domination  of 
the  slave  power  ; — and  if  we  attempt  to  barter  away  the  liber- 
ties of  others  as  the  price  of  peace,  we  shall  have  to  pay  for  it 
over  and  over  again  in  our  own  debasement  and  deprivation 
of  liberty — but  there  can  be  no  peace  and  union,  thus  cemented, 
that  will  last.  "For  thus  saith  the  Lord:  Judgment  will  1 
lay  to  the  line  and  righteousness  to  the  plummet ;  and  the  hail 
shall  sweep  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  the  waters  shall  over- 
flow the  hiding-place.  And  your  covenant  with  death  shall 
be  annulled,  and  your  agreement  with  hell  shall  nut  stand." 

This  war  was  conceived  in  the  most  foul  injustice.  It  was 
a  violation  of  solemn  faith  ;  it  Was  perjury,  and  fraud,  and 
robbery;  it  was  a  conspiracy  against  liberty,  against  civiliza- 
tion, against  mankind ;  and  we  can  never  settle  the  contro- 
versy between  the  nation  and  the  rebels  save  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  conspiracy,  and  by  a  defeat  of  the  criminals,  so 
Bignal  and  complete  that  their  crime  shall  never  again  be  at- 
tempted.    The  question  between  the  nation  and  the  insurgents 
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will  never  be  settled  until  it  is  settled  right ;  for  the  issue  is 
fundamental  in  politics  and  in  ethics,  and  a  fundamental 
principle  must  be  laid  down  squarely  by  line  and  plummet, 
or  woe  be  to  that  which  is  built  upon  it. 

THE   KEAL   QUESTION. 

Viewed  on  its  political  side,  the  question  is  not  merely  one 
of  the  national  domain,  nor  of  the  national  Union  and  Consti- 
tution as  a  device  in  government.  These  are  but  superficial 
indications  of  the  real  question.  That  lies  whole  ages  deeper. 
It  is  the  question  wlietlier  a  free  and  a  Christian  people  shall 
govern  themselves  peaceably  by  their  own  laws,  or  be  bullied 
out  of  their  laws  and  their  liberties  by  the  baj^onet.  AYe  are  a 
naiioji.  Shall  we  become  a  mob  ?  We  have  a  form  of  Govern- 
ment defined  by  law.  Shall  we  surrender  it  to  faction  and  to 
anarchy  ?  We  have  a  legal,  peaceable,  constitutional  way  of 
electing  rulers,  in  which  every  citizen  has  his  voice.  Shall  we 
yield  the  sanctity  of  the  ballot  box  to  a  band  of  conspirators  in 
arms,  who  seek  by  violence  that  which  they  have  failed  to  get 
by  votes  ?  The  great  issue,  I  repeat,  is  whether  in  this  Nine- 
teenth century,  after  all  the  struggles  of  the  past,  a  free  people 
can  govern  themselves  peaceably  by  their  own  just  and  equal 
laws,  or  whether  we  must  go  back  to  the  bloody  factions  and 
military  feuds  of  the  last  days  of  the  Roman  Republic.  And 
that  issue  can  be  met  only  by  blotting  out  the  conspiracy — its 
whole  political  and  military  organization — from  tlie  face  .of 
the  country  and  from  the  page  of  history.  Either  that  must 
go  down,  or  you  and  I  and  all  of  us  go  down — "  and  bloody 
treason  triumph  over  us."  It  is  a  question  of  foundations,  and 
must  be  settled  right. 

Upon  its  moral  side,  it  is  a  question  of  fundamental  ethics 
affecting  the  rights  of  man,  made  in  God's  image.  It  was  for 
Slavery  that  tiiey  conspired  ;  for  Slavery  they  rebelled  ;  for 
Slavery  they  organized  their  government ;  and  in  every  declar- 
ation they  make  the  riulits  of  Slavery  the  condition  of  reunion 
and  peace.  But  conscience  and  humanity,  Christianity  and 
civilization,  God  and  eternal  justice  are  at  war  with  Slavery, 
and  the  controversy  now  opened  before  God  and  the  world, 
can  never  be  settled  till  it  is  settled  right.  Yictory  compell- 
ing '•  the  abandonment  of  Slavery"  can  alone  give  peace. 

THE   DELUSION   OF   AN   AKMISTICE. 

I  know  that  men  deceive  themselves  with  words  ;  and,  what 
is  worse,  some  try  to  deceive  others  with  words.  But  we 
must  watch  against  that  treachery,  by  instructing  the  ignorant 
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and  supporting  the  weak.  In  the  midst  of  onr  thanksgiving 
for  victory,  the  cry  is  raised  for  "  an  immediate  cessation  of 
hostilities,"  with  tlie  confession  that  a  war  which  lias  saved  to 
the  nation  the  States  of  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri, 
and  has  recovered  one-half  of  Virginia,  the  whole  of  Tennessee, 
— a  territory  equal  to  the  empire  of  France — a  war  which  has 
opened  the  Mississippi  from  St.  Louis  to  tlie  Gulf,  which  has 
secured  the  keys  of  Louisiana  and  of  Georgia,  has  sealed  up 
Mobile,Cliarleston  and  Savannah,  and  commands  the  coast  from 
Fortress  Monroe  to  Galveston,  a  war  which  lias  never  turned 
backward  from  a  territory  that  it  had  fairly  conquered  to  hold, 
and  that  has  now  shut  up  the  enemy  in  his  own  capital,  and  is 
wonning  its  way  into  his  vitals — we  are  called  upon,  I  say,  to 
proclaim  an  armistice,  with  the  confession  that  such  a  war  lias 
been  a  failure,  and  are  told  that  this  will  bring  us  Peace ! 
Peace  !  Peace  !  With  rebels  still  in  arms,  asserting  indepen- 
dence and  breathing  deliance  !  Peace?  Peace?  With  rebel 
ports  opened  for  the  exchange  of  cotton  and  tobacco  for  ships 
and  munitions  of  war,  and  the  rebel  Government  reinforced  to 
ride  over  our  Constitution  and  our  commerce  with  an  Anglo- 
Frencli  alliance  at  its  back !  Peace,  by  strengthening  an  al- 
most exhausted  foe,  and  by  conceding  to  him  that  national 
status  as  a  treaty-making  power,  which  he  has  begged  in  vain 
of  every  Court  in  Europe!  Nay,  nay,  my  friends;  that  way 
is  war ;  fierce,  long,  dreaiy,  doubful,  terrible  war ;  in  which 
submission  or  extermination  were  the  issue.  Would  you  vote, 
,to.-morrow,  to  recall  the  Union  fleets  and  armies,  to  abandon 
your  hard-won  territory,  to  open  the  rebel  ports  to  European 
supplies  and  the  rebel  capital  to  European  recognition,  and 
then  fold  your  arms  and  trust  for  peace  to  the  magnanimity  of 
men  who  stole  your  arsenals,  robbed  your  treasury,  spat  upon 
the  Constitution  they  liad  sworn  to  uphold,  and  levied  war 
against  their  slumbering,  confiding,  forbearing  fellow-cttizens  ? 
Peace!  That  way  lies  WAR,  bloody,  protracted,  doubttul, 
dreadful, — or  submission  to  the  terrorism  that  rules  the  un- 
happy South. 

And  if  you  could  vote  yourself  under  that,  what  right  have 
you  to  remand  to  it  the  loyal  men  of  Tennessee,  of  Missouii,  of 
Louisiana,  of  Georgia,  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  all  things 
for  their  country  ?  What  right  have  you  to  remand  to  this 
fate  the  thousands  of  freedmen  who  liave  fought  your  battles  ? 
— to  remand  them  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Fort  Pillow  and  the 
fate  of  Union  prisoners  in  Georgia  pens? 

NO    PEACE   FEOM   KECOGNITION". 

Shall  we  seek  peace  by  a  recognition  of  the  rebels  as  an  in- 
dependent power  ?     And  shall  we  gain  peace,  think  you,  by 
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creating  upon  our  borders  a  hostile  and  defiant  race — a  rest- 
less and  reckless  rival  ?  Could  there  be  a  lasting  peace  be- 
tween a  Republic  of  freemen  and  an  aristocracy  of  slave- 
holders who  had  robbed  us  of  half  our  territory,  and  then  bul 
lied  us  into  acquiescence  ?  "Would  it  tend  to  peace  to  set  up 
two  such  antagonistic  nations  upon  a  once  common  soil,  with 
a  long  chain  of  forts  between  them,  and  a  standing  army  on 
either  side  ? 

Besides,  if  we  yield  to  one  rebellion  against  tlie  people's 
choice  at  the  polls,  how  long  before  we  shall  have  another  ? 
How  long  before  the  secret  traitors  at  the  West  would  plot 
anotlier  insurrection,  with  the  Southern  Confederacy  as  an 
ally  ?     Recognition  means  sectional  war  for  generations. 

By  reco2;nizing  the  South  we  should  sink  to  a  third-rate 
Power.  TVe  should  stand  before  the  nations  degraded  as  a 
people  who  had  relinquished  one  half  of  our  teriitory  to  one 
third  of  our  population,  because  we  could  not  defend  our  own 
flag  from  treason.  And  what  respect  could  remain  for  a  flag 
that  we  would  so  ignominiously  abandon  ? 

But  let  us  conquer  this  rebellion,  and  we  rise  to  a  position 
of  power  that  will  make  us  masters  of  peace  at  home  and 
abroad.  Then  will  the  nation  hold  the  place  given  to  iis 
continent  in  Mercator's  projection  of  the  globe — the  central 
figure  of  the  civilized  world ;  the  seas  kissing  its  feet  upon 
either  side  ;  the  isles  and  continents  bowing  their  obeisance 
from  afar.  That  is  the  recognition  that  we  shall  win  for  the 
Union  itself  by  a  decisive  victory. 

COMPEOMISE   NOT    PEACE. 

Bnt  may  not  peace  come  through  compromise  ?  Compro- 
mise with  what  ?  With  an  armed  insurrection  against  law, 
and  freedom,  and  popular  liberty  ?  Such  compromise,  by  its 
fatal  precedent,  would  transform  our  elections  into  bloody 
feuds.  Compromise  with  Slavery  ?  And  is  any  weak  enougli 
to  dream  that  conscience,  and  speech,  and  humanity  and  reli- 
gion can  be  silenced  with  respect  to  that  stupendous  wrong  ? 
Or  that  the  abettors  of  Slavery  would  receive  in  silence  the 
rebukes  of  humanity  and  religion  ?  Compromise  is  but  chron- 
ic war.     Justice,  and  this  alone,  will  give  us  peace. 

THE   SOLEMN    ORDEAL. 

The  Providence  of  God  is  once  more  bringing  this  nation  to 
the  test  of  its  virtue.  Three  years  ago  God  brought  us  to  tlie 
test  of  ph3'sical  courage,  sacrifice,  endurance — demanding 
■whether  for  the  sake  of  the  free  and  beneficent   Government 


14 

he  had  given  us,  for  the  sake  of  the  fathers  who  had  toiled 
and  fought  for  that,  for  the  sake  of  the  nations  who  were 
slowly,  bravely,  struggling  toward  its  light,  for  the  sake  of 
the  ages  whose  character  we  are  shaping  and  whose  institu- 
tions we  have  in  charge,  we  would  stand  up  and  quit  ourselves 
like  men,  and  save  freedom  for  this  continent  and  for  man- 
kind. And  blessed  be  God  we  were  equal  to  that  test.  Blessed 
.  be  God  for  the  heroism  of  our  young  men,  tlie  valor  of  our 
yeomanry,  the  lavish  offerings  of  our  merchants,  the  passion- 
ate patriotism  of  woman.  Blessed  be  God  for  all  the  dead 
who  gave  themselves  for  the  redemption  of  the  nation  ;  for 
the  sons  whose  blood  has  gone  to  feed  afresh  the  springs  of 
liberty  opened  by  our  revolutionary  sires. 

For  all  thy  saints,  O  God, 

Accept  our  thankful  cry  ; 

Who  counted  this  their  great  reward, 

That  they  for  us  might  die. 

And  now  once  more  God  is  calling  us  to  a  higher,  sterner 
test ;  the  test  of  moral  courage,  the  test  of  intelligent  and  re- 
sponsible patriotism,  the  test  of  religious  principle.  I  tremble 
at  such  a  strain  upon  poor  human  nature.  This  crisis,  more 
than  any  known  to  history,  will  test  the  progress  and  the  sta- 
mina of  the  race — the  reality  and  the  worth  of  a  Christian 
civilization.  We  are  presently  to  decide  whether  all  this  cost, 
and  toil,  and  suffering  shall  have  been  in  vain,  or  whether  we 
shall  gather  its  ripening  fruit  by  enduring  to  the  end.  We 
are  presently  to  decide  whether  we  shall  be  a  nation  of  free- 
men, or  a  land  of  jealous,  frenzied,  fighting  hordes.  We 
must  determine  whether  principles  and  patriotism  or  j^'^ices 
current  shall  decide  our  destiny.  Whether  \vq  will  sell  our 
birthriiiht  for  a  mess  of  pottage  and  the  cry  of  cheap  bread,  or 
defend  it  against  the  robber  bands  that  would  wrest  it  from 
us  and  our  children.  Every  nuin  of  you  will  carry  the  honor, 
the  safety,  the  unity,  the  peace,  the  liberty  of  this  nation — or 
its  infamy  and  disrnption,  the  destruction  of  Union  and  of 
freedom,  wrapped  in  the  little  paper  that  he  will  drop  into  the 
ballot  box  within  fifty  daj's.  God  is  putting  you  to  the  test; 
the  world  awaits  the  issue. 

An  Italian  patriot,  who  in  former  days  has  suffered  all 
thiiiiis  for  his  countr}--,  writes  me"  by  a  late  mail :  "I  follow 
with  the  deepest  interest  all  the  events  of  the  great  struggle, 
and  my  admiration  increases  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude 
of  character  which  the  people  are  ])rogressively  develo[)ing. 
You  are  fighting  the  battles  of  freedom  for  old  Europe.  We 
are  threatened  with  a  reaction  of  the  worst  character,  which 
does  not  dare  to  show  itself,  but  keeps  in  readiness  for  the  day 
when  they  hope  to  see  the  death  of  liberty  among  you.     But 
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I  feel  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  final  triumph  of  liberty 
aud  justice."  And  shall  we,  my  countrymen,  destroy  the  hope 
of  liberty  in  the  Old  World,  hy*voti?ig  liberty  out  of  the  New  ! 

THE   WOKDS   OF   KOBEKT   HALL. 

Seekino-  almost  in  vain  words  worthy  of  so  great  a  crisis,  I 
recall  the  magnificent  appeal  of  Robert  Hall  to  the  soldiery 
of  England,  when  marshalled  to  meet  the  threatened  invasion 
of  the'First  Kapoleon  :  "  Go  forth  with  alacrity  to  the  battle 
of  the  civilized  world,  where  God  himself  musters  the  hosts  to 
war.  The  faithful  of  every  name  will  employ  that  prayer 
which  has  power  with  God  ;  the  feeble  hands  which  are  une- 
qual to  any  other  weapon,  will  grasp  the  sword  of  the  Spirit. 
"While  you  have  everything  to  fear  from  the  success  of  the 
enemy,  you  have  every  means  of  preventing  that  success,  so 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  victory  not  to  crown  your  ex- 
ertions. The  extent  of  your  resources,  under  God,  is  equal  to 
the  justice  of  your  cause. 

"  As  far  as  the  interests  of  freedom  are  concerned,  the  most 
important  by  far,  of  sublunary  interests,  you,  my  countrymen, 
stand  in  the  capacity  of  the  Federal  representatives  of  the 
human  race,  for  with  you  it  is  to  determine  (under  God)  in 
what  condition  the  latest  posterity  shall  be  born  ;  their  fortunes 
are  intrusted  to  your  care,  and  on  your  conduct  at  this  mo- 
ment depends  the  color  and  complexion  of  their  destiny.  If 
liberty,  after  being  extinguished  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
is  suffered  to  expire  here,  whence  is  it  ever  to  emerge  in  the 
midst  of  that  thick  night  that  will  invest  it?  It  remains  with 
you,  then,  to  decide  whether  that  freedom,  at  whose  voice  the 
kingdoms  of  Europe  awoke  from  the  sleep  of  ages,  to  run  a 
career  of  virtuous  emulation  in  everything  ureat  and  good;  the 
freedom  which  dispelled  the  mists  of  superstition,  and  invited 
nations  to  behold  their  God;  whose  magic  touch  kindled  the 
rays  of  genius,  the  enthusiasm  of  poetry,  and  the  flame  of  elo- 
quence ;  the  freedom  which  poured  into  our  laps  opulence  and 
arts,  and  embellislied  life  with  innumerable  institutions  and 
improvements,  till  it  became  a  theatre  of  wonders  ;  it  is  for 
you  to  decide  whether  this  freedom  shall  yet  survive,  or  be 
covered  with  a  funereal  pall,  and  wrapt  in  eternal  gloom." 

Then,  rising  to  a  yet  loftier  eloquence,  he  adds:  "  I  cannot 
but  imagine  the  virtuous  heroes,  legislators  and  patri<jts  of 
every  age  and  country  are  bending  from  their  elevateil  seats 
to  witness  this  great  contest,  as  if  they  were  incapable,  till  it  be 
brought  to  a  favorable  issue,  of  enjoying  their  eternal  repose." 
Enjoy  that  repose,  illustrious  immortals  !  Your  mantle  fell 
when  you  ascended  ;  aud  thousands,  inflamed  with  your  spirit 


and  impatient  to  tread  in  yonr  steps,  are  ready  to  swear  by 
Him  that  sitteth  npon  the  throne  and  livoth  for  ever  and  ever, 
they  will  protect  freedom  in  her  last  asylum,  and  never  desert 
that  cause  which  you  sustained  by  your  labors  and  cemented 
by  your  blood. 

"And  Thou,  sole  Ruler  among  the  children  of  men,  to  whom 
the  shields  of  the  earth  belong,  gird  on  Thy  sword,  Thou  Most 
Miglity  ;  go  forth  with  our  hosts  in  the  day  of  battle !  Impart, 
in  addition  to  their  hereditary  valor,  that  confidence  of  success 
which  springs  from  Thy  presence  !  Pour  into  their  hearts  the 
spirit  of  departed  heroes  !  Inspire  them  M'ith  Thine  own  ;  and, 
while  led  by  Thine  hand,  and  fighting  under  Thy  banners, 
open  Thou  their  eyes  to  behold  in  every  valley  and  in  every 
plain  what  the  prophet  beheld  by'  the  same  illumination — 
chariots  of  lire  and  horses  of  fire  !" 

Already  do  those  chariots  and  horses  appear  for  our  defence. 
Oh,  let  us  prove  ourselves  worthy  of  the  hour!  Worthy  of  our 
ancestors  ;  worthy  of  the  Government  they  provided  for  us ; 
worthy  the  name  of  Christians  ;  worthy  a  place  in  history  ;  wor- 
thy a  future  of  unending  fame  !  The  path  of  victory  is  the 
path  of  peace,  "  and  righteousness  shall  give  us  assurance  for- 
ever." Stand  by  the  Government  to  the  end  :  give  it  confi- 
dence ;  give  it  votes  ;  give  it  prayer  ;  give  it  money  ;  give  it 
men,  and  soon  this  tottering  rebellion  shall  go  down  like  the 
Alabama  under  the  guns  of  tiie  Kearsarge,  and  there  shall 
not  be  seen  of  it  a  wieck,  a  plank,  a  floating  spar,  nor  remain 
a  ripple  on  the  surface  to  mark  the  SDot  where  it  was  engulph 
ed  forever. 
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SHERMAN  VS.  HOOD-"  A  LOW  TART,  mCLINED  TO  BE  VERY 
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SURRENDER. 

SHERMAN    VS.    HOOD. 

The  following  is  the  reply  of  General  Sherman  to  General  Hood's  charge 
of  "studied  and  ungenerous  cruelty,"  and  which  was  received  in  Washing- 
ton September  21  : 

"  Headquaetees  MruTAET  Division  of  the  Mississippi  and  in  the  FrELD,  j 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  10,  1864.      j 

*' General  J.  B.  Hood,  Commanding  Army  of  Ihe  Tennessee,  Confederate  Army : 

"  Genekai; — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date  at  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Ball  and  CreW,  consenting  to  the  arrange- 
ments I  had  proposed  to  facilitate  the  removal  south  of  the  people  of  Atlanta 
who  prefer  to  go  in  that  direction.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  orders,  which 
will,  I  am  satisfied,  accomplish  my  purpose  perfectly.  You  stjde  the  measures* 
proposed  '  unprecedented,'  and  appeal  to  the  dark  history  of  war  for  a  par- 
allel as  an  act  of  'studied  and  ungenerous  cruelty.'  It  is  not  unprecedented, 
for  General  Johnston  himself  very  wisely  and  properly  removed  the  families 
all  the  way  from  Dalton  down,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  Atlanta  should  be 
excejjted.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  dark  history  of  war  when  re- 
cent and  modem  examples  are  so  handy.  You,  yourself,  burned  dwelling- 
houses  along  your  parapet,  and  I  have  seen  to-day  fifty  houses  that  you  have 
rendered  uninhabitable  because  they  stood  in  the  way  of  your  forts  and  men. 
You  defended  Atlanta  on  a  line  so  close  to  the  town  that  every  cannon-shot 
and  many  musket  shots  from  our  line  of  investments,  that  overshot  their 
mark,  went  into  the  habitations  of  women  and  children.  General  Hardee 
did  the  same  at  Jouesboro',  and  General  Johnston  did  the  same  last  summer 
at  Jackson,  Miss.  I  have  not  accused  you  of  heartless  cruelty,  but  merely 
instance  these  cases  of  very  recent  occurrence,  and  could  go  on  and  enumer- 
ate hundreds  oi  others,  and  challenge  any  fair  man  to  judge  which  of  us  has 
the  heart  of  pity  for  the  families  of  a  '  brave  people.'  I  say  it  is  a  kindness 
to  these  famdi^s  of  Atlanta  to  remove  them  now  at  once  from  scenes  that 
v,'omen  and  ch-ldren  should  not  be  exposed  to,  and  the  brave  people  should 
scorn  to  commit  their  wives  and  children  to  the  mde  barbarians  who  thus, 
as  you  say,  ■'dolate  the  laws  of  war,  as  illustrated  in  the  pages  of  its  dark 
history.  In  the  name  of  common  sense,  I  ask  you  not  to  appeal  to  a  just 
God  in  such  a  sacrilegious  manner— you,  who,  in  the  midst  of  peace  and 
prosperity,  have  plunged  a  nation  into  civil  war,  'dark  and  cruel  war,'  who 
dared  and  badgered  us  to  battle,  insulted  our  flag,  seized  our  arsenals  and 
forts  that  were  left  in  the  honorable  custody  of  a  peaceful  ordnance  sergeant, 
seized  and  made  prisoners  of  war  the  very  garrisons  sent  to  protect  your  peo- 
[ile  against  negroes  and  Indians,  long  before  any  overt  act  was  committed  by 
the  (to  you)  hateful  Lincoln  Government,  tried  to  force  Kentucky  and  Alis- 
s.taii  into  the  rebeUion  in  spite  of  themselves,  falsified  the  vote  of  Lotdsiana, 
tui-ned  loose  yovir  privateers  to  plunder  unarmed  ships,,  expelled  Union  fami- 
lies by  the  thouSjand,  burned  their  houses,  and  declared  by  act  of  your  Con-- 


gress  the  confiscation  of  all  debts  due  Northern  men  for  goods  had  and  re- 
ceived. Talk  thus  to  the  marines  but  not  to  me,  who  have  seen  these  things, 
and  who  will  this  day  make  as  much  sacrifice  for  the  peace  and  honor  of  the 
South,  as  the  best  bom  Southerner  among  you.  K  we  must  be  enemies,  let 
us  be  men,  and  fight  it  out  as  we  propose  to-day,  and  not  deal  in  such  hypo- 
critical appeals  to  God  and  humanity.  God  wiU  judge  us  in  due  time,  and  he 
^viU  pronounce  whether  it  be  more  humane  to  fight  with  a  town  fuU  of  women 
and  the  families  o  a  '  brave  people'  at  our  back,  or  to  remove  them  in  time 
to  places  of  safety  among  their  own  Mends  and  people. 
"  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"W.  T.  Sherman." 


"A    LOW    TART,    INCLINED    TO    BE    VERY    SWEET." 

Geneeai,  Sohenck  describes  the  Chicago  platform  in  a  speech  at  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  on  Saturday  as  follows  : 

"  The  truth  is,  that  neither  you  nor  I,  nor  tho  democrats  themselves,  can 
teU  whether  they  have  a  peace  platform  or  a  wai-  platform  ;  a  peace  ticket  or 
a  war  ticket.  Perhaps  it  may  be  explained  in  this  way  :  that  it  is  either  one 
or  the  other,  or  both,  or  neither  ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  both  peace  and 
war,  that  is,  peace  with  the  rebels  and  war  against  their  own  government.  It 
seems  to  have  been  thought  necessary  that  Pendleton  should  be  put  on  to 
balance  McClellan,  and  McClellan  to  balance  Pendleton.  I  know  nothing  at 
all  that  is  like  it,  unless  it  may  be  the  character  of  the  fruit  that  is  sold  by  an 
old  lady  who  sits  at  the  door  of  the  Court  House  in  Cincinnati.  She  is  a 
shrewd  old  woman.  A  young  sprig  of  a  lawyer  stepped  up  one  day  and 
said  to  her  :  '  You  seem  to  have  some  fine  apples.  Are  they  sweet  or  sour  ?' 
The  old  lidy  tried  to  take  the  measure  of  her  customer,  and  find  out  whether 
his  taste  was  for  sour  or  sweet  apples.  '  Why,  sir,'  said  she,  '  they  are  rather 
acid  ;  a  sort  of  low  tart,  inclined  to  be  very  sweet.'  Thus  when  we  come  to 
their  leader  after  this,  and  inquire  whether  that  platform  is  for  peace  or  war, 
he  will  be  compelled  to  say  it  is  rather  acid — a  sort  of  low  tart,  inclined  to 
be  very  sweet.  It  is  neither  peace  nor  war,  and  yet  both— such  a  mixture  as 
is  intended  to  make  it  palatable  as  possible  to  democratic  tastes  all  round, 
without  turning  the  stomachs  of  any  of  them,  [Applause.]  And  if  you  be- 
lieve that  a  compound  of  that  kind  is  possible,  why,  then,  in  God's  name,  shut 
your  eyes  and  swallow  it.  But  if  you  don't,  I  cannot  understand  how  you 
and  your  leader,  or  any  one,  is  going  to  be  satisfied  with  the  position  in  which 
you  are  placed. " 


SOMETHING    FOR    DOUGLAS    DEMOCRATS    TO 

REMEMBER. 

Bepoeb  the  rebeUion  broke  out  Senator  Douglas,  referring  to  the  Soutnem 
States,  said  : 

"If  they  remain  in  the  Union,  I  wiU  go  as  far  as  the  Constitution  will  war- 
rant me  in  securing  their  rights  ;  but  if  they  secede,  I  am  in  favor  of  allow- 
ing them  just  as  many  slaves  and  just  as  much  slave  territory  as  they  can  hold 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. " 


AN    APPEAL    TO    HISTORY. 

Hon.  James  T.  Brady,  a  distinguished^democratic  lawyer  and  politician  of 

New  York,  in  a  late  speech  says  : 

"  Much  has  been  said  abojit.jjsurpations  of  power  ;  but  where  in  history 
will  you  find  a  war  against  rebellion  conducted  with  such  moderation  ?" 


WHERE  GOVERNOR  SEYMOUR  GOT  HIS  "LESSONS." 


A.  Western  journal  says  : 

•'  In  hi3  Milwaukie  speech  Governor  Seymour  bcfested  of  the  lesSOns  he  had  learned 
of  our  '  forefathers.'     The  following  will  show  what  he  must  have  studied  :" 


[From  Horace    Seymour's  speeches  at 
Milwaukie  and  Chicago.] 


Three  years  have  rolled  away.  The 
young  men  that  responded  to  that  call — 
where  are  they  ?  More  than  five  hundred 
thousand  of  our  brave  soldiers  now  sleep  in 
their  untimely  graves.  Look  at  the  debt ! 
An  immense  debt  !  Orer  two  millions  of 
men  have  been  called  for  since  that  time  to 
oear  arms  in  the  struggle.  Five  Uundred 
•housand  more  are  to-day  being  called  for. 
The  nation  is  crushed  down  with  taxation, 
ind  the  war  not  ended. 

Our  rights  have  been  infringed  upon. 
The  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  has 
been  denied  us.  The  sacredness  of  our 
Homes  has  been  impaired.  *  *  * 
*  *  *  The  guarantied  right  of  the 
people  to  bear  arms  has  been  suspended  up 
to  the  very  borders  of  Canada.  *  *■ 

*****  *  ♦* 

Four  years  ago  a  convention  met  in  this 
city,  when  our  country  was  peaceful,  pros- 
perous,  and  happy.         *         ♦         *         * 

Had  wise  statesmanship  secured  the 
fruits  of  the  victories,  to-day  there  would 
aave  been  peace  in  our  land. 


I  will  fight  to  the  death  to  preserve  to  you 
khese  rishts  that  have  been  denied  to  us. 

The  Democratic  party  will  put  down  des- 
potism, because  it  hates  the  ignoble  tyr- 
anny which  now  degrades  the  American 
people,         *  *  *         ♦         ♦         ♦ 

The  results  of  the  coming  election  in- 
rolve  the  liberties  of  the  Country.     *        ♦ 

Greater  questions,  graver  questions — 
questions  which  come  more  directly  home 
to  the  hearts  and  interests  of  men — have 
never  been  submitted  to  the  people  for  their 
arbitration. 

Mothers  and  sisters  are  in  trouble  by  the 
family  hearth,  and  when  there  is  trouble 
there,  there  is  no  happiness  in  life.     *         * 

Now  is  there  no  mode  by  which  the  peo- 
ple can  be  protected  from  these  frightful 
sacrifices  and  the  Union  saved? 

I  implore  you,  therefore,  to  turn  again  to 
the  wisdom  of  your  forefathers.  Turn  again 
toward  the  lights  of  experience.       ♦         * 

American  servitude  is  put  in  bold  con- 
trast with  British  liberty.         ♦  »  ♦ 

We  propose  to  elect  to  the  Presidency  a 
I  patriot,  a  soldier,  and  a  Christian — G.  B. 

tMcCLELLAN. 


[From  Benedict  Arnold's  proclamation  to 
the  citizens  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States,  Issued  October  2,  1780.] 

You  are  promised  liberty  by  the  leaders 
of  your  affairs,  but  is  there  an  individual  in 
the  enjoyment  of  it  save  your  oppressors  ? 
Who  among  you  dare  to  apeak,  or  write  wiiat 
bethinks  against  the  tyranny  which  has  rob- 
bed you  of  your  property,  imprisons  your 
sons,  drags  you  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  is 
daily  deluging  your  country  with  blood  1 


Our  country  once  was  happy,  and  had 
the  proffered  peace  been  embraced,  the  last 
two  years  of  misery  would  have  been  spent 
in  peace  and  plenty,  and  in  repairing  the 
desolation  of  the  quarrel,  that  would  hnw 
set  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  and  Amer- 
ica in  a  true  light  and  cemented  their 
friendship. 

I  wish  to  lead  a  chosen  band  of  Ameri- 
cans to  the  attainment  of  peace,  liberty, 
and  safety — the  first  objects  in  taking  the 
field. 


What  is  America  but  a  land  of  widows, 
orphans,  and  beggars  ?' 

But  what  need  of  argument  to  such  as 
feel  infinitely  more  misery  than  tongue  can 
express  ? 

I  give  my  promise  of  most  affectionate 
welcome  to  all  who  are  disposed  to  join  me 
ill  measures  necessary  to  close  the  scene 
of  our  affliction,  which  must  be  increased 
until  we  are  Content  with  the  liberality  of 
the  parent  country,  which  still  offers  us 
protection  and  perpetual  exemption  from  all 
taxes  but  such  as  we  think  fit  to  impose 
upon  ourselves.        Benedict  Arnold. 


ON    THE    CHICAGO    SURRENDER. 


Wliat !  hoist  the  white  flag  when  our  trimnph  is  nigh  ? 
What !  crouch  before  Treason  ?  make  Freedom  a  lie  ? 
What !  spike  all  our  guns  when  the  foe  is  at  bay 
And  the  rags  of  his  black  banner  dropping  away  ? 
Tear  down  the  strong  name  that  our  nation  has  won, 
And  strike  her  brave  bii-d  from  his  home  in  the  sun  ? 

He's  a  cowai-d  who  shrinks  from  the  lift  of  the  sword  ; 
He's  a  traitor  who  mocks  at  the  sacrifice  poured  ; 
Nameless  and  homeless  the  doom  that  should  blast 
The  knave  who  stands  idly  till  peril  is  past  ; 
But  he  who  submits  when  the  thunders  have  burst 
And  victory  dawns,  is  of  cowards  the  worst ! 

Is  the  old  spirit  dead  ?    Are  we  broken  and  weak, 
That  cravens  so  shamelessly  lift  the  white  cheek 
To  court  the  swift  insult,  nor  blush  at  the  blow, 
The  tools  of  the  Treason  and  fiiends  of  the  foe ! 
See !  Anarchy  smiles  at  the  peace  which  they  ask, 
And  the  eyes  of  Disunion  flash  out  through  the  mask. 

Give  thanks,  ye  brave  boys,  who  by  vale  and  by  crag 
Bear  onward,  unfaltering,  our  noble  old  flag  ! 
Sti'ong  arms  of  the  Union,  heroes  living  and  dead, 
For  the  blood  of  your  valor  is  uselessly  shed ! 
No  soldier's  green  laurel  is  promised  you  here. 
But  the  white  rag  of  "sympathy'"  softly  shall  cheer! 

And  you,  ye  war  md^rtyrs  !  who  preach  from  your  graves 
How  captives  are  nursed  by  the  masters  of  slaves. 
Or,  living,  still  linger  in  shadows  of  death, — 
Puff  out  the  starved  muscle,  recall  the  faint  breath. 
And  shout,  till  those  cowards  rejoice  at  the  cry  : 

' '  By  the  hands  of  the  Union  we  fought  for,  we  die  ! " 

By  the  God  of  our  Fathers !  this  shame  we  must  share, 
But  it  grows  too  debasing  for  freemen  to  bear, 
And  Washington,  Jackson,  will  turn  in  then-  graves 
When  the  Union  shall  rest  on  two  races  of  slaves, 
Or,  spuming  the  spirit  which  bound  it  of  yore, 
And  sundered,  exist  as  a  nation  no  more  ! 

BaYABD    TAYIiOE. 
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THE  WAR  FOR  THE  TJNIOI. 


THE   COURSE   A2SID   COISTDUCT   OF  THE  WAR. 

A  Wise  mnxim  of  the  greatest  General  of  antiquity  prescribes 
tliat  we  slioiild  esteem  nothing  done  till  all  is  done  ;  but  it  is 
probable  that  its  intent  is  rather  to  point  out  the  danger  of  that 
indolent  dwelling  on  the  deeds  of  the  past,  which  shuts  out  of 
view  the  duties  and  demands  of  the  present,  than  to  discourage 
(especially  wiien  a  great  task  is  laid  upon  a  nation)  such  a  re- 
trospect of  what  has  already  been  accomplished  as  will  inspire 
courage  for  carrying  it  through  to  the  end. 

The  country  has  lately  passed  through  that  trying  experience 
which  history  shows  is  sure  to  come  upon  a  people  plunged  into 
a  great  war — a  period  when,  the  first  popular  enthusiasm  hav- 
ing died  out,  the  burdens  and  the  bereavements  of  the  war  are 
brought  keenly  home  to  all,  and  a  reaction  of  general  despond- 
ency results.  In  tliis  mood  of  the  public  mind  men  forget 
that,  while  they  have  suffered,  the  enemy  also  has  sufiered  in 
an  equal  or  even  greater  degree,  and  that,  too,  perhaps,  without 
the  same  ability  to  sustain  his  losses  ;  they  forget,  while  dwell- 
ing on  their  own  defeats,  that  every  victory  they  have  won  has 
been  an  equally  sore  defeat  to  the  enemy.  When  this  time 
comes,  then  comes  the  test  of  the  mettle  of  a  people.  If  weak, 
they  sink  under  it ;  but  the  great  minded  rise  up  stronger  for  the 
ordeal. 

The  feeling  of  depression  which  but  lately  prevailed  regard- 
ing the  seemingly  indefinite  prolongation  of  the  war,  and  which 
is  still  felt  by  some,  is  a  singular  repetition  of  an  experience 
which  has  frequently  been  felt  by  other  nations  conducting  a 
long  war.  It  has  often  happened  that  men,  on  the  very  eve  of 
the  conclusion  of  a  war,  have  looked  upon  it  as  promising  the 
longest  duration  ;  and  it  will  be  in  the  memory  of  many  that 
just  previous  to  the  termination  of  the  Crimean  war,  even  as 
sagacious  an  observer  as  Mr.  Cobden  had  just  concluded 
proving  in  a  pamphlet  that  it  was  certain  to  be  prolonged  for 
many  years.    It  thus  frequently  happens  that  war,  which  in  its 


practical  execution  deals  so  largely  in  deception,  is  itself  the 
greatest  of  deceptions.  "When,  after  years,  perhaps,  of  strife, 
great  armies  still  confront  each  other,  it  is  hard  to  penetrate 
its  outlet  or  issue  ;  but  some  sudden  turn  of  affairs  precipitates 
the  catastrophe  long  preparing,  and  in  the  flames  of  a  Water- 
loo, a  Cannre,  or  a  Pultowa,  fabrics  and  systems  seemingly 
firm-rooted  and  imperishable  go  out  in  ashes  and  nothingness. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  the  public  mind  became 
possessed  with  illusive  anticipations  that  the  war  would  be  a 
short  one — that  our  victorious  columns,  sweeping  the  rebels 
before  them  in  their  triumphant  path,  would,  in  a  few  months 
at  most,  end  by  precipitating  them  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
This  was  a  great  delusion  no  doubt ;  but  it  was  not  more  so 
than  that  other  sentiment  which  has  arisen  as  the  natural  re- 
action after  the  rude  shock  this  hope  received — the  error  as  to 
the  indefinite  prolongation  of  the  war.  The  one  fallacy  is  as 
pernicious  as  the  other ;  for  if  the  first  was  a  great  bar  to  the 
efficient  execution  of  the  duty  of  putting  down  the  rebellion 
(and  there  is  no  doubt  that  our  illusions  as  to  the  ease  and 
speediness  with  which  the  work  would  be  accomplished  was  a 
serious  hindrance  to  the  very  preparations  needed  to  make  it 
short,)  the  other  is  an  error  equally  fatal ;  for  the  paralysis  of 
effort  produced  hy  the  sentiment  of  the  probable  longness  of  the 
war  is  su7'e  to  make  it  much  longer  than  it  would  otherwise  he. 

There  is  no  higher  duty,  therefore,  than  for  patriotic  men  to 
fortify  themselves  and  others  by  the  consideration  of  all  the  ele- 
ments of  hope  and  confidence  which  a  retrospect  of  past  pro- 
gress and  a  survey  of  the  present  situation  inspire.  Such  a  sur- 
vey justifies  the  conclusion  that  the  end  of  the  war — the  crush- 
ing of  the  armed  forces  of  the  rebellion — is  not  only  not  far  ofi', 
but  that  it  is  near  at  hand. 

It  will  show  the  outlines  of  a  war  continental  in  its  propor- 
tions, waged  on  a  theatre  equal  to  the  size  of  all  Europe. 

It  will  show  armies  the  greatest  the  world  ever  saw,  raised       ' 
and  sustained  by  the  spontaneous  patriotism  of  a  free  people. 

It  will  show  how,  by  the  progress  of  our  arms,  the  area  of 
the  rebellion  has,  step  by  step,  been  shorn  of  three-fourths  of 
its  proportions. 

It  will  show  the  insurgent  territory  cut  off  from  coramunica- 


tion  with  the  outside  world  by  a  blockade  which  dwarfs  any  on 
record,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  perfect  of  any  on  record. 

It  will  show  how  every  stronghold  on  the  coast  has  either 
been  captured,  or  is  now  closely  invested. 

It  will  show  the  interior  of  this  territory  cut  up  by  onr  great 
lines  of  conquest,  bisected  laterally  and  longitudinally,  and  the 
dominion  of  the  Confederacy  left  a  kingdom  of  shreds  and 
patches. 

It  will  show  a  succession  of  battles  of  colossal  magnitude,  in 
three-fourths  of  which  the  Union  arms  have  triumphed,  and  all 
of  which,  whether  victories  or  reverses,  in  a  purely  military 
point  of  view,  have  redounded  to  the  advance  of  the  gi-eat 
cause. 

It  will  show  the  manhood  of  a  population  defending  free  in- 
stitutions, vindicating  itself  against  years  of  the  gibes  and  inso- 
lence born  of  the  plantation. 

It  will  show  the  fighting  population  of  the  insurgent  States 
TediLced^  hj  hattle,  hy  disease,  and  hy  captures,  from  three-fourthsy 
of  a  million  to  hetween  a  liundred  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  iJiou. 
sand  men. 

It  will  show  this  force — the  forlorn  hope  of  the  rebellion — 
separated  by  an  interval  of  a  thousand  miles,  divided  into  two 
armies,  the  one  of  which,  driven  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta, 
has  at  length  been  compelled  to  give  up  that  point,  the  material 
capital  of  the  Confederacy,  while  the  other  is  shut  up  in  Rich- 
mond, the  political  capital  of  the  Confederacy. 

It  will  show  that  the  annihilation  of  botii  these  armies  is  a 
mathematical  certainty,  if  we  put  forth  the  strength  at  our  com- 
mand. 

It  will  reveal,  finally,  as  the  result  of  all  this,  the  radiant 
figure  of  Pp:ace  hovering  not  afar  off,  and  plainly  visible  through 
the  cloud  of  war  that  still  overspreads  the  land. 

If  this  be  the  magnificent  result  which  we  have  to  show  for 
the  three  years  of  war  for  the  Union,  it  will  give  the  people  of 
the  loyal  States  a  criterion  of  action  in  the  great  issue  now  be- 
fore the  country — an  issue  that  will  determine  whether  by  the 
maintenance  of  the  Administration  under  which  the  war  has 
been  conducted  to  these  results,  and  which  can  alone  carry  it 
through^  we  are  willing  to  crown  and  justify  all  that  has  been 


done  by  a  Peace  that  will  vindicate  and  establish  forever  the 
unity  and  integrity  of  the  natron  ;  or  whether  we  shall  surren- 
der our  destinies  into  the  hands  of  a  party  committed  to  a  peace 
which  makes  the  war  for  the  Union  a  mockery — a  party  whose 
creed  throws  to  the  winds  all  that  has  been  achieved  by  the  toil 
and  blood,  the  faith  and  the  self-sacrifice  of  this  nation,  in  the 
most  terrible  war  in  the  world's  history,  whose  creed  casts  dis- 
grace on  every  soldier  under  the  sod,  makes  the  heroic  bones 
that  on  a  hundred  battle  fields  render  the  continent  sacred,  the 
monuments  of  folly,  which  makes  every  sailor  that  has  gone 
down  at  his  guns  for  the  love  of  the  old  flag  a  fool,  and  every 
man  who  wears  the  insignia  of  a  glorious  wound  a  poor  simple- 
ton ;  a  creed,  finally,  the  delusive  peace  resulting  from  which 
can  only  be  the  beginning  of  unending  war. 


n. 


THE  TASK  LAID  UPON  THE  ADMINISTKATION  BY  THE  WAR. 

When  overt  war  begun  by  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  in  April, 
1861,  and  brought  to  a  head  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Eun  in  the 
July  following,  had  fairly  inaugurated  the  rebellion  against  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States,  the  Administration 
found  itself  committed  to  a  struggle  continental  in  its  propor- 
tions. The  task  imposed  upon  it,  as  described  in  President  Lin- 
coln's inaugural,  was  to  "  repossess  the  forts,  places  and  proper- 
ty which  had  heen  seized  from  the  Unions  But  to  do  this  it 
was  needed  that  the  embodied  power  of  the  Government  should 
sweep  armed  resistance  from  the  whole  territory  of  the  insur- 
gent States.  It  is  the  nature  of  war,  like  that  of  a  conflagration, 
to  involve  and  swallow  up  everything  within  its  reach.  The 
Southern  heart,  "  fired "  by  a  few  powerful  leaders,  plunged 
into  the  war  with  a  recklessness  akin  to  madness,  and  from  the 
Ohio  to  the  Gulf,  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Mexican  border,  was 
all  a-glow  with  red-hot  rebellion.  The  Government  accepted 
the  task  put  upon  it,  for  the  people  willed  it,  and  it  was  the 
people's  war.  Conscious  of  its  strength,  arousing  itself  as  a 
giant  from  slumber,  the  nation  accepted  the  gage  of  war  for  the 
Union. 
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There  are,  however,  certain  considerations  -which,  little 
thought  of  at  the  time,  entered  so  deeply  into  the  military 
problem  then  presented,  have  so  influenced  the  course  of  war 
and  count  for  so  much  in  a  proper  estimate  of  what  has  been 
accomplished,  as  to  demand  immediate  statement  here.  They 
all  go  to  show  that  the  task  of  quelling  this  rebellion  was  much 
more  difficult  than  was  conceived  at  the  time,  or  than  is  com- 
monly apprehended  even  now. 

It  is  a  common  fallacy,  in  estimating  the  amount  offeree  the 
Government  could  bring  to  bear  on  the  revolted  States,  to  state 
it  merely  in  the  ratio  of  the  population  of  the  two  sections — 
twenty  millions  in  the  loyal  States  against  eight  in  the  revolt- 
ing States.  But  it  is  proper  to  consider  that  the  rebels  had 
within  themselves  a  slave  population  of  over  four  millions,  and 
that  this  population  was  able  to  carry  on  all  their  simple  indus- 
tries, while  it  required  more  than  double  that  number  to  carry 
on  the  much  more  complicated  industries  of  northern  civiliza- 
tion. It  is  thus  apparent  that  the  whole  fighting  white  popula- 
tion of  the  South  was  available  for  service  in  the  field,  while 
nearly  half  of  our  own  population  was  necessarily  neutralized 
in  the  way  just  mentioned.  It  is  not  wonderful,  therefore,  that 
the  rebel  leaders  were  able  to  put  into  the  field,  at  the  very 
start,  armies  nearly  equal  to  our  own,  though  our  own  levies 
were  unparalleled  in  history. 

To  this  must  be  added  the  astonishing  ascendancy  which  a 
small  minority  of  leading  men  had  acquired  over  the  Southern 
population,  and  by  which,  when  they  had  once  usurped  power, 
they  were  able  to  wield  an  absolutely  despotic  control  over  all 
the  resources  of  men  and  material  in  the  South.  These  men,  in 
fact,  had  long  been  preparing  for  this  war,  as  many  of  them 
publicly  confessed  after  the  inauguration  of  the  rebellion. 
"  We  have,"  said  Mr.  Barnwell  Rhett,  in  a  speech  in  the  con- 
vention which  took  South  Carolina  out  of  the  Union,  "we  have 
been  engaged  in  this  war  for  more  than  thirty  years.  It  is  no 
consequence  of  Lincoln'' s  election,  or  the  failure  to  execute  the 
fugitive  slave  law,  hut  we  have  been  engaged  in  this  war  for 
7nore  than  thirty  ycarsP  It  is  a  thread-bare  story  how  Bu- 
chanan's  infamous  secretary  had,  for  the  last  twelve  months  of 
that  administration,  bent  all  his  energies  to  furnish  forth  the 


rebels  with  all  tbey  needed  for  their  premeditated  treason.  It 
is  a  matter  of  official  record  that,  bj  the  robbery  of  forts  and 
arsenals,  and  by  purchase  from  abroad,  Floyd  had  distributed, 
at  various  convenient  points  throughout  the  South,  707,000 
stands  of  arms  and  200,000  revolvers.  Even  before  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's inauguration  there  were  30,000  men  under  arms  in  tho 
South  ;  and  two  days  after  that  inauguration,  the  Confederate 
Congress  passed  a  bill  to  raise  an  army  of  100,000  men.  And 
this,  bear  in  mind,  was  at  a  time  when  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment had  not  under  its  control  an  organized  force  of  5,000 
men. 

To  enhance  the  difficulty  of  the  task  imposed  on  the  admin- 
istration, the  theory  of  the  war  into  which  it  was  driven  by  the 
very  nature  of  the  contest,  was  that  of  the  offensive.  Nomt 
military  history  is  replete  with  illustrations  of  the  enormous 
advantage  which  a  people  has  when  able  to  stand  at  bay  (cov- 
ering its  own  communications  and  holding  interior  lines)  and 
await  in  chosen  positions  the  attacks  of  the  enemy. 

The  career  of  Fkederick  the  Great  affords  an  eminent  ex- 
ample of  a  small  nation,  never  able  to  raise  an  army  of  over  a 
hundred  thousand  men,  conducting  a  defensive  war,  (with  of- 
fensive returns,)  and  successfully  resisting  for  seven  years  the 
attempts  of  a  coalition  of  five  of  the  leading  Powers  of  Europe. 
But  offensive  operations  against  a  people  holding  such  defensive 
attitude,  becomes  tenfold  more  difficult  when  the  war  becomes 
what  is  called  a  "  national  war,"  the  nature  of  which  is  thus 
depicted  by  the  greatest  modern  writer  on  the  theory  of  war, 
Gen.  SoMiNi : 

"  The  difficulties  in  the  path  of  an  army  in  national  wars  are 
very  great,  and  render  the  mission  of  the  General  conducting 
them  very  arduous.  The  invader  has  only  an  army ;  his  adver- 
saries have  an  army  and  a  people  wholly  or  almost  wholly  in 
arms,  and  making  means  of  resistance  out  of  everything.  Each 
individual  conspires  against  the  common  enemy — even  tho  non- 
combatants  have  an  interest  in  his  ruin,  and  accelerate  it  by 
every  means  in  their  power.  Each  armed  inhabitant  knows 
the  smallest  paths  and  connections — he  finds  everywhere  a  rela- 
tive or  a  friend  who  aids  him  ;  the  commanders  also  know  the 
country,  and  learning  immediately  the  slightest  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  invader,  can  adopt  the  best  measures  to  defeat 
his  projects." 


a. 

These  emban-assments,  enormously  increased  by  the  pro- 
digious extent  of  the  thoAtre  of  war,  the  topography  of  which  is 
all  against  the  offensive  and  in  favor  of  the  defensive  (as  witness 
the  immense  depth  of  the  lines  of  communications  in  any  great 
aggressive  movements,  the  impossibility  of  supplying  our  armies 
from  the  country,  as  is  done  in  Europe,  etc.,)  entered  into  tho 
portentous  problem  which  the  Administration  had  to  solve ;  and 
yet,  in  face  of  this  accumulation  of  difficulties,  forming  a  task 
the  gravest  that  ever  met  an  Executive,  the  war  has  been 
pushed  successfully  through  to  the  splendid  results  we  witness — 
the  armies  of  the  rebellion  have  been  driven  from  tlie  vast  ex- 
tent of  territory  the  rebels  claimed,  till  now  the  one  is  shut  up 
in  the  States  bordering  on  the  Gulf,  and  the  other  is  besieged 
without  hope  of  escape  in  Kichmond. 

m. 

THE  TJPEISING  OF  THE  NATION. 

The  response  of  the  people  to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln 
for  men  with  which  to  execute  the  authority  of  the  Government, 
will  always  remain  one  of  the  grandest  manifestations  of  the 
spontaneous  energy  of  a  free  people  in  the  vindication  of  free 
institutions.  It  was  then  we  saw  that  sublime  "  uprising"  of  the 
people,  when  all  party  differences  were  merged  in  enthusiastic 
devotion  to  the  Union — or  rather,  when  armed  loyalty  cowed 
and  quelled  secret  traitors,  who,  driven  to  their  lurking-places, 
saw  the  prudence  of  awaiting  some  other  opportunity  to  show 
their  hands. 

After  Bull  Run  had  shown  that  an  arduous  and  protracted 
war  was  before  us,  Mr.  Lincoln  issued  his  proclamation  for 
300,000  men.  The  response  of  the  North  to  the  call  was  with- 
out a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  it  was  soon  evi- 
dent that  more  troops  would  be  in  the  field  than  the  act  of 
Congress  authorized.  Within  fifteen  days  it  is  estimated  that 
350,000  volunteers  offered  themselves  in  defence  of  our  national 
flag.  And  from  first  to  last,  under  the  different  calls,  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half  of  men  have  been  under  arms  in  the 
war  for  the  union.  There  is  in  history  but  one  example  of  a 
similar  uprising  of  the  people  in  defence  of  its  nationality,  and 
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that  is  the  rushing  to  arms  of  the  French  during  the  great  revo- 
lution when  threatened  by  the  coalition.  And  yet  the  com- 
parison only  serves  to  show  how  far  even  that  fell  short  of  what 
we  have  witnessed ;  for  modern  historians  have  proved  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  exaggerations  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  men  raised  by  France  at  that  epoch,  the  figure  never  ex- 
ceeded 500,000.    Yet  we  have  trebled  that  number. 

The  task  now  before  the  Government  was  herculean,  and 
such  as  might  have  made  even  Napoleon  stand  aghast.  To 
raise  and  fit  for  the  field  an  army  of  six  hundred  thousand  men, 
to  be  supplied  with  all  the  needs  of  a  modern  army,  and  that, 
too,  without  even  the  skeleton  of  a  veteran  force  on  which  to 
build,  was  indeed  a  work  of  frightful  magnitude.  And  yet  this 
was  accomplished  in  the  space  of  three  months,  an  achievement 
that  has  extorted  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  military  men 
throughout  the  world. 

IV. 

THE   FIEST   YEAE   OF  THE   WAE, 

As  the  chief  force  of  the  rebellion — the  head  and  front  o  f 
the  ofi'ending — was  collected  in  Virginia,  it  became  a  necessity 
to  place  here  an  army  of  proportions  fitting  it  to  foil  the  pur- 
pose of  the  enemy  touching  the  capture  of  our  capital,  at  the 
same  time  to  drive  the  opposing  force  out  of  Virginia. 

With  this  view  a  grand  army  of  over  200,000  men  was  col- 
lected at  "Washington,  and  placed  under  command  of  Major- 
General  G.  B.  McClellan,  whose  name,  from  a  series  of  suc- 
cessful minor  operations  in  Western  Virginia,  which  another 
than  he  had  planned  and  executed,  had  acquired  a  halo  that 
did  not  properly  belong  to  it.  It  was  not  until  sometime  after- 
ward that  that  constitutional  inactivity,  which  seems  to  be  a 
part  of  Gen.  McClella^j's  nature,  and  that  secret  sympathy 
with  treason  that  has  always  made  him  tender  of  hurting  trai- 
tors, began  to  be  appreciated,  and  hence  it  was  that  for  many 
months  our  armies  were  kept  at  a  dead-lock,  thus  giving  tho 
rebels  the  opportunity  to  prepare  their  plans,  and  the  rebellion 
its  best  ally,  iimey  and  we  were  put  in  a  position  of  humiliation 
before  the  world. 
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There  was  one  result  springing  from  the  presence  of  our 
army  in  Virginia,  however,  which  even  the  generalship  of 
McClkllax  could  not  prevent;  it  thwarted  the  realization  of 
those  dreams  of  invasion  that  had  fired  the  Southern  imagina- 
tion. A  powerful  party  of  red-hot  belligerents  had  made  the 
carrying  of  the  war  upon  Northern  soil  their  rallying  cry. 
Washington  was  in  particular  the  object  of  their  chief  desires, 
and  their  direst  hate.  The  rebel  Secretary  of  War  boasted  at 
Montgomery,  on  the  12th  of  April,  that  "  the  flag  which  now 
flaunts  the  breeze  here  will  float  over  the  dome  of  the  old 
Capitol  at  Washington  before  the  1st  of  July." 

After  Bull  Run,  the  same  ambition  fired  these  men.  Said 
the  Richmond  Examiner :  "  From  the  mountain  tops  and  val- 
leys to  the  shores  of  the  sea  there  is  one  wild  shout  of  fierce 
resolve  to  capture  Washington  City  at  all  and  every  human 
eflbrt."  But  this  "  wild  shout  of  fierce  resolve "  was  vain 
against  the  200,000  bayonets  present  to  defend  the  capital ;  and 
though  the  early  history  of  our  army  in  Virginia  was  not  of 
the  character  the  people  justly  expected,  and  the  army  eagei'Iy 
desired,  it  was  at  least  something,  in  view  of  these  desperate 
projects  of  the  rebels,  that  Washington,  by  its  presence,  was 
rendered  safe. 

But  outside  of  the  immediate  influence  of  the  McCIellan 
strategy,  a  series  of  operations  in  the  western  theatre  of  war 
had  been  inaugurated,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  splen- 
did victories  of  the  Union  arms  in  that  quarter.  While  Mc- 
Clt:lla.n,  during  the  winter  of  18Gl-'2,  kept  his  magnificent 
army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men  in  inaction,  maturing  plans 
which  were  never  matured,  the  early  pages  of  the  history  of 
the  war  were  lit  up  by  a  succession  of  brilliant  victories  on  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  and  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Christmas 
of  18G1  saw  the  powerful  force  of  rebels,  which  had  overrun 
Missouri,  insolently  proclaiming  their  purpose  of  seizi  iig  St 
Louis,  driven  down  to  the  Arkansas  border.  Gen.  Grant  had 
begun  on  a  small  scale  the  operations  on  the  Mississippi,  des- 
tined to  swell  into  campaigns  of  colossal  proportions.  The  first 
of  our  series  of  coast  victories  had  been  gained  at  Ilatteras 
Inlet,  (August  27,)  giving  us  two  forte-,  thirty-six  guns,  six  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  prisoners,  and  the  key  to  Albemarle  Sound. 
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This  was  followed  np,  at  the  end  of  October,  by  Dctpont's  ex- 
ploit at  Port  Royal,  one  of  the  memorable  triumphs  on  record 
of  ships  over  forts.  The  spoils  of  this  victory  included  not 
less  than  fifty  cannon. 

V. 

THE  SECOND  TEAR  OF  THE  "WAE.  • 

The  opening  of  the  second  year  of  the  war  was  gilded  by  two 
other  victories  on  the  coast — the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island  by 
a  combined  attack  of  our  land  and  naval  forces,  giving  us  six 
forts,  2,500  prisoners,  and  forty-two  guns,  followed  up  promptly 
by  the  capture  of  Newbern,  which  added  six  other  forts  and 
34  heavy  guns.  These  conquests  restored  the  sovereignty  of  the 
flag  over  all  the  inland  waters  of  Korth  Carolina,  which,  up  to 
this  time,  had  been  the  main  resort  of  the  whole  crew  of  the 
blockade  runners.  Another  brilliant  point  in  the  chain  of 
coast  victories  was  added  by  the  reduction  and  capitulation  of 
Fort  Pulaski.  "With  the  fort  were  surrendered  47  guns  and 
3G0  prisoners.  This  gave  us  the  control  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Savannah  River. 

Turning  to  the  great  theatre  of  war  between  the  Alleghaniea 
and  the  Mississippi,  the  Spring  of  1862  saw  there  the  inaugu- 
ration of  a  combination  of  magnificent  operations  by  several 
distinct  columns  drawn  out  from  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  destined  to  carry  their  conquests  into  the  very 
heart  of  the  Confederacy,  and  reclaim  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union. 

The  rebel  line  of  defence  on  this  frontier  extended  from  Co- 
lumbus, a  powerfully  entrenched  camp  on  the  Mississippi,  east- 
ward to  the  Alleghany  Mountains.  About  midway  was  Bowl- 
ing Green,  another  entrenched  camp,  where  Albert  Sidney 
Johnson  commanded  in  person.  East,  toward  the  mountains, 
was  ZoLLicoFFER,  with  a  large  force,  where  early  in  the  winter 
he  had  taken  up  a  fortified  position  on  the  Cumberland  river, 
near  Mill  Spring. 

Against  this  line  of  defence  Grant,  and  the  gunboats  under 
FooTE  were  preparing  to  move  on  the  west ;  Buell  was  ad- 
vancing on  Bowling  Green  in  the  centre  j  while  TnoiiAs  was 
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in  motion  on  the  east,  near  the  mountains.  Thomas  struck  tha 
first  blow,  and  gave  the  country  the  firstlings  of  victory  in  the 
West.  On  January  19,  he  engaged  the  rebels  at  Mill  Springs, 
defeated  and  routed  them,  with  the  loss  of  their  artillery,  their 
intrenched  position,  and  their  General  Zollicoffer,  killed.  The 
efiect  of  this  victory  was  to  expose  the  whole  rebel  right  flank, 
by  way  of  East  Tennessee. 

On  the  left  flank,  Gkant  and  Foote  were  moving  to  break 
the  rebel  lines  of  defences  by  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee 
Kiver.  It  was  clearly  seen  that  could  these  rivers  be  forced, 
the  great  rebel  strongholds  at  Columbus  and  Bowling  Green 
would  be  taken  in  reverse,  and  their  evacuation  made  a  matter 
of  resol  ute  compulsion.  But  these  rivers  were  barred  by  two 
strong  works — Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee,  and  Fort  Donald- 
son, on  the  Cumberland.  The  former  fell  a  prey  to  the  gal- 
lantry of  Foote's  naval  attack,  surrendering  on  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, with  its  armament  of  sixty  guns. 

A  week  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry,  Gen.  Grant  drew 
his  lines  of  investment  around  Fort  Donelson,  and  after  a  con- 
flict running  through  four  days  and  nights,  and  rendered  mem- 
orable by  the  hardest  fighting  that  had  yet  occurred  in  the 
war,  the  rebels  were  forced  to  accede  to  Gen.  Grant's  demands 
for  that  "unconditional  surrender"  which  has  become  so  in- 
separably connected  with  his  name.  The  surrender  included 
fifteen  thousand  prisoners  and  forty  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  fall  of  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  promptly  produced  its 
anticipated  efi'ect.  Columbus,  which  the  rebels  had  styled  the 
"  Gibraltar  of  America,"  was  immediately  abandoned.  At 
the  same  time  Johnston  evacuated  his  intrenched  position  at 
Bowling  Green,  and  fell  back  to  Kashville,  or  rather  through 
Nashville,  (for  the  opening  of  the  Cumberland  to  our  gunboats, 
which  resulted  from  the  fall  of  the  fort  made  Nashville  unten- 
able ;)  Gen.  Buell,  whose  army  had  been  threatening  the  rebel 
force  at  Bowling  Green,  immediately  followed  up  and  took 
possession  of  that  city.  Thus  it  was  by  the  magnificent  series 
of  successes  that  illustrated  the  Spring  of  1862,  that  the  rebel 
line,  on  a  stretch  of  over  five  hundred  miles,  was  pushed  back 
from  the  Ohio  to  the  Cumberland,  and  the  whole  State  of  Ken- 
tucky and  a  third  of  Tennessee  were  recovered  to  the  domin- 
ions of  the  Union. 
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Simnltaneous  with  these  operations  the  waters  of  the  Missis* 
sippi  were  lit  up  by  the  splendors  of  Farragut's  astonishing 
combat  below  New  Orleans,  with  the  forts,  gunboats,  steam- 
rams,  floating  batteries,  fire-rafts,  obstructions,  booms  and  chains 
which  the  rebels  had  prepared  for  the  defence  of  the  great 
metropolis  of  the  gulf,  ending  in  the  fall  of  that  citj ;  whose 
capture  the  London  Times^  doubting,  with  its  usual  cynicism, 
its  possibility,  had  declared  would  be  "  putting  the  tourniquet 
on  the  main  artery  of  the  Confederacy." 

After  their  retreat  from  Columbus,  the  rebels  under  Polk  took 
up  a  new  position  on  the  Mississippi,  at  Island  No.  10.  This 
stronghold  was  able  for  many  weeks  to  hold  out  against  all  the 
operations  directed  against  it,  till  finally  the  gunboats  ran  the 
gauntlet  of  the  batteries,  and  the  stronghold,  with  a  hundred 
heavy  guns,  fell  into  our  hands.  From  this  point  they  fell  back 
to  Memphis,  only  to  be  compelled  to  abandon  that  city,  which 
in  June  following  came  under  control  of  the  Union  forces. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  central  army  of  the  rebellion  from 
Nashville,  it  took  up  a  strongly  fortified  position  at  Corinth, 
tinder  Beauregard.  There  he  was  besieged  by  the  Union  army 
tinder  Halleck,  whose  siege  operations,  pushed  on  to  such  a 
point  as  to  make  the  capture  of  the  whole  force  a  matter  of 
high  probability,  compelled  the  evacuation  of  this  position  also. 

The  result  of  the  victories  of  1862  was  thus  to  leave  the  sit- 
uation in  this  gratifying  position  :  Butler  was  at  New  Orleans  ; 
Curtis  was  pushing  his  way  to  Little  Rock,  the  capital  of  Arkan- 
sas ;  the  chief  points  on  the  coast  were  in  our  hands ;  Halleck 
was  at  Corinth ;  the  Union  flag  waved  over  Memphis  and 
Nashville,  while  Mitchell,  in  Alabama,  was  advancing  from 
victory  to  victory. 

This  was  glory  enough  for  one  year ;  for  if  we  turn  our  eye 
to  the  theatre  of  war  in  the  East,  we  are  presented  with  the 
spectacle  of  a  campaign  toward  Richmond,  in  which  the 
finest  qualities  of  heroism  in  the  army,  gaining  victories  wher- 
ever it  met  the  armed  enemy,  and  driving  him  back  to  his  ca- 
pital, were  neutralized  and  rendered  fruitless  by  the  imbecility 
of  its  head.  Turning  upon  McClellan,  Lee  terminated  the  of- 
fensive campaign  by  himself  assuming  the  initiative,  and  carry- 
ing his  army  for  the  first  time  into  the  territory  of  the  loyal 
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States.  The  issue  was  at  length  tried  out  at  Antietam,  where 
the  absence  of  directing  generalship  could  not  prevent  our 
soldiers  from  winning  a  victory  of  which  their  Commander  had 
not  the  capacity  to  take  advantage.  Nevertheless,  the  first  in- 
vasion of  the  rebels  ended  disastrously  by  their  retreat  into 
Virginia. 

I  ^^'  I 

!  THE  THIRD  TEAK  OF  THE  WAR — THE   BATTLE  SUMMER. 

P  The  first  day  of  the  third  year  of  the  war  (1863)  was  signal- 
lized  by  the  battle  of  Stone  River  or  Murfreesboro,  fought  by 
General  Rosecrans  on  the  Union  side,  and  by  Bragg  on  the  part 
of  the  rebels.  The  most  desperate  battle  of  the  war  up  to  that 
period,  it  inaugurated  the  army  in  Murfreesboro,  with  the  pro- 
digious loss  to  the  enemy  of  14,560  men.  This  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  from  this  base  by  a  brilliant  campaign  in  Tennessee, 
destined  to  culminate  in  the  possession  of  Chattanooga,  which 
had  long  been  recognized  by  military  heads  as  the  key  to  the 
whole  theatre  of  war  in  the  West. 

In  the  meantime  General  Grant  was  drawing  his  lines  of  in- 
vestment around  the  last  great  stronghold  of  the  rebels  on  the 
Hisssissippi,  at  Vicksburgh.  After  many  attempts  against  this 
point,  he  finally,  by  an  audacious  stroke  of  strategy,  unparal- 
leled save  by  Napoleon's  passage  of  the  Splugen,  crossed  his 
army  over  the  Mississippi  at  Grand  Gulf,  and,  dividing  the 
army  of  Johnston  from  the  possibility  of  reinforcing  the  garri- 
son at  Vicksburgh,  beat  the  rebels  in  half  a  dozen  battles,  and 
ended  by  throwing  his  army  as  a  besieging  force  around  this 
position.  The  siege  of  Vicksburgh  will  take  its  place  in  history 
as  among  the  most  wonderful  engineering  operations  on  record. 
It  was  crowned  by  its  unconditional  surrender  on  the  4:th  of 
July,  with  31,720  prisoners  and  234  guns.  At  the  same  time 
the  garrison  at  Port  Hudson  sun*endered  to  General  Banks, 
thus  adding  7,000  prisoners  and  40  pieces  of  artillery  to  the 
account.  The  effect  of  these  two  victories  was  to  restore  the 
national  authority  along  the  whole  vast  stretch  of  the  Mississippi 
and  that  great  continental  highway  was  thrown  open  to  its 
embouchure  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
^  At  the  very  time  that  the  right  wing  of  our  immense  line  of 
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battle,  stretching  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Mississippi,  was  thus 
engaged,  its  left  wing— the  army  of  the  Potomac— was  manceuver- 
ing  to  meet  Lee's  second  invasion  of  the  loyal  States.  The  re- 
bel army  was  brought  to  bay  at  length  at  Gettysburg!!,  where 
a  three  days'  battle,  the  most  collossal  of  the  war,  was  fought, 
ending  in  the  utter  defeat  of  Lee,  who  was  fain  again  to  make 
good  his  retreat  into  Virginia,  with  a  loss  of  23,000  in  killed 
and  wounded  and  6,000  prisoners. 

The  centre  of  our  great  line,  held  by  General  Eosecrans,  was 
at  the  same  time  on  the  advance.  By  a  magnificent  series  of 
flanking  movements,  that  Commander  drove  Pragg  from  his 
two  powerfully  intrenched  positions  at  Shelbyville  and  Tulaho- 
ma,  and  advancing  from  this  point,  planted  his  army,  at  one 
splendid  stroke,  in  the  central  citadel  of  the  South — Chatta- 
nooga. 

On  the  coast,  the  operations  were  being  pushed  on  with  equal 
vigor.  General  Gillmore  had  effected  a  landing  on  Morris 
Island,  whence,  with  his  long  range  siege  guns,  he  was  able  to 
batter  down  Fort  Sumter,  leaving  that  memorable  stronghold, 
whose  reduction  by  the  rebels  was  the  first  overt  act  of  the  war, 
a  mass  of  ruins.  Assisted  by  the  cooperation  of  the  iron-clad 
fleet,  the  works  on  Morris  Island — Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg — 
were  also  reduced,  and  they  with  they  armament  fell  into  our 
hands.  The  possession  of  Morris  Island  has  enabled  our  fleet 
ever  since  to  keep  up  a  blockade  of  Charleston  which  hermeti- 
cally seals  that  place. 

Leaving  out  of  view  the  single  exception  of  that  brief  period 
during  which  the  Napoleonic  war  involved  all  Europe  in  its 
conflagration,  you  will  search  all  history  in  vain  for  a  parallel 
of  that  great  battle  summer,  whether  as  respects  the  vastness 
of  the  theatre  of  war,  the  proportion  of  the  contending  forces, 
or  the  substantial  greatness  of  the  results.  During  a  single 
period  of  thirty  days  embraced  in  this  titanic  epoch,  not  less 
than  60,000  prisoners  were  captured.  The  losses  to  the  enemy 
in  this  respect,  added  to  his  prodigious  sacrifices  in  killed  aad 
wounded,  left  the  Confederacy  at  the  close  of  the  year  bleeding, 
prostrate  and  exhausted. 
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vn. 

THE  FOURTH   TEAE   OF   THE  WAR. 

Tho  opening  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  war  saw  the  forces  of  the 
rebellion  driven  from  the  whole  circumference  of  the  Confede- 
racy, and  brought  to  definite  points  in  two  armies — the  army  of 
Bkagg,  on  the  mountain  ridges  south  of  Chattanooga,  and  the 
army  of  Lee,  on  the  Rapidan.  The  former,  assailed  by  General 
Grakt  in  his  mountain  fastnesses,  saw  himself  driven  from  his 
stronghold,  and  his  army  broken  and  routed  in  the  most  disas- 
trous defeat  since  Waterloo.  He  left  in  our  hands  10,000 
prisoners  and  sixty  guns,  suffered  a  loss  of  8,000  in  killed  and 
wounded,  and  sought  shelter  for  his  shattered  force  by  a  disor- 
dered retreat  to  Dal  ton. 

This  review  brings  the  catalogue  of  Union  victories  up  to  the 
time  of  the  commencement  of  the  great  campaign  of  this  Sum- 
mer, the  events  of  which  are  too  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all  to 
require  any  detailed  recital. 

During  the  early  days  of  May  the  two  grand  armies  of  the 
Union,  under  the  supreme  control  of  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  all  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  began  their 
advance — the  one  from  Chattanooga,  the  other  from  the 
Rapidan. 

General  Sherman,  after  an  advance  from  Chattanooga,  over 
a  hundred  miles,  marked  bj'  a  series  of  brilliant  manosuvres  and 
actions,  in  which  the  enemy's  force  was  driven  from  a  succes- 
sion of  strongholds  looked  upon  as  impregnable,  at  length 
planted  his  army  in  front  of  Atlanta.  Here  he  was  thrice 
assailed  by  an  enemy  willing  to  lavish  everything  in  the  despe- 
rate effort  to  drive  him  back. 

The  enemy  thrice  met  a  bloody  repulse.  Sherman  now  be- 
gan working  slowly  but  surely  round  on  the  rebel  communica- 
tions, not  with  a  view  to  take  Atlanta  simply,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  capturing  the  rebel  army — a  result  from  which  Hood 
has  only  been  saved  by  a  precipitate  flight  from  Atlanta — thus 
abandoning  the  foremost  city  of  the  Southwest,  and  the  impor- 
tant communications  it  commands.  In  the  engagement  which 
resulted  in  this  brilliant  success,  the  rebels  lost  two  thousand 
prisoners  and  very  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded.  It  may 
now  be  safely  said  that  Hood's  force*  as  an  armv^  no  longer  exists. 
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In  this  great  campaign  General  Sherman  bas  put  ho7's  du> 
combat  over  forty  thousand  men,  that  is,  more  than  half  the 
army  opposed  to  him,  besides  effecting  great  captures  in  men 
and  materiel. 

General  Grant  has  planted  his  array  before  Petorsburgh  and 
on  the  communications  of  Richmond,  after  a  campaign  of  even 
greater  magnitude,  marked  by  the  most  terrible  and  continuous 
fighting  on  record.  Daring  its  progress  he  has  gained  a  dozen 
victories,  any  one  of  which  would  have  sealed  the  fate  ot"  any 
European  war.  Its  course  has  been  marked  by  the  constant 
use  of  those  double  instruments  of  war — strategy  and  what 
Wellington^  called  "  hard  pounding ;"  by  the  former  he  has 
driven  the  enemy,  by  bloodless  victories  on  our  part,  from  six 
chosen  lines  of  defence  ;  by  the  latter  he  has  put  out  of  the  way 
between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  of  the  fighting  veterans  of  the 
South.  In  addition  he  has  taken  over  twenty-five  thousand 
prisoners,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  guns.  lie  is  certain,  ere- 
long, to  crown  his  work  by  the  capture  of  the  rebel  capital  and 
the  destruction  of  the  main  rebel  army. 

Finally,  while  the  situation  is  as  thus  presented  at  the  main 
points  of  war,  the  progi'ess  of  our  arms  by  land  and  sea  shows 
equal  lustre  wliei-ever  they  met  the  foe.  It  is  but  the  other  day 
that  Admiral  Farragut  capped  the  climax  of  his  great  achieve- 
ments by  the  capture  of  the  forts  guarding  the  entrance  to 
Mobile  bay,  the  destruction  or  capture  of  the  enemy's  powerful 
fleet  in  those  waters — thus  sweeping  away,  it  is  believed,  the  last 
vestige  of  rebel  naval  power  on  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Gnlf.  From  the  high  seas,  too,  the  rebel  naval  power  has 
been  swept.  It  is  but  the  other  day  that  its  most  formidable 
embodiement,  the  Alabama,  was  sent  to  the  bottom  by  the 
Kearsarge,  affording  a  significant  lesson  both  to  the  rebels  and 
the  British  allies  who  have  furnished  them  with  that  and  other 
proofs  of  their  material  support. 

YIII. 

GROUNDS  OF  COURAGE  AND  CONFIDENCE. 

After  such  a  retrospect  of  the  glorious  achievements  of  our 
army  and  navy,  have  we  not  aright  to  ask,  with  some  emphasis, 
of  those  who  complain  of  the  slow  progress  of  the  war,  and  fear 
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its  indefinite  prolongation,  what  substantial  ground  they  have  for 
their  repining  ?  It  is  true  tiie  course  of  the  war  has  not  been  an 
uninterrupted  succession  of  victories;  it  has  presented  the  che- 
quered aspect  of  successes  and  reverses  which  all  wars  present. 
But  we  ask  any  dispassionate  observer,  looking  at  the  war  by 
the  map,  and  in  the  fiery  characters  in  which  it  is  writ  all  over 
the  continent — contrasting:  the  rebellion  at  the  start  with  the 
rebellion  where  it  now  stands — surveying  this  great  struggle 
for  tlie  Union  in  its  solid  and  substantial  results — we  ask  such 
an  observer  to  point  out  in  the  annals  of  war  where  more  has 
been  done  in  the  same  period.  He  will  find  it  hard  to  point 
out  where  as  much  has  been  done!  It  is  the  common  practice 
we  know  in  war  of  popular  Governments  for  men  to  belittle 
what  has  been  done,  to  criticise  and  complain  ;  but  we  ask  in 
all  seriousness  is  it  the  part  of  dignity  or  of  patriotism,  in  this 
crisis  of  our  nation's  struggle,  to  depreciate  its  grand  and  pro- 
vidential achievements  ? 

There  is  to  a  people  battling  in  any  cause  a  force,  purely 
metaphysical  in  its  character,  which  is  yet  stronger  than  the 
sinews  of  war — stronger  than  the  sinews  of  men's  arms.  It  is 
courage,  Never  has  it  been  more  needed  than  of  late,  when  a 
fatal  paralysis  has  benumbed  the  j^ublic  sense,  and  in  the  eclipse 
of  faith,  "  the  whole  noise  of  timorous  and  flocking  birds,  with 
those  that  love  the  twilight,  flutter  about,  and  in  their  envious 
gabble  would  prognosticate  a  year  of  sects  and  schisms." 

I  believe  we  have  already  touched  the  nadir  of  our  fears  and. 
our  despondency,  and  that  a  breath  of  patriotism  and  hope  is 
now  vivifying  the  national  pulse.  But  each  man  can  swell  the 
rising  tide.  To  difi'use  the  inspiration  of  courage  is  the  duty  of 
every  patriot.  And  happily  we  need  draw  this  inspiration  from 
no  Illusive  fountains ;  for  the  more  earnestly  and  honestly  we 
look  at  the  situation,  the  more  grounds  of  hope  we  find.  Some 
of  these  grounds  can  be  briefly  set  down  : 

1.  The  body  of  the  rebellion  is  moribund.  Gen.  T.  Seymour, 
whose  critical  habit  of  thought  and  conservative  temper,  add  a 
prodigious  weight  to  any  declarations  he  makes  on  this  head, 
states  as  the  result  of  his  three  months'  observation  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  South,  that  '■Hhe  rebel  cause  is  fast  failing  from 
exhaustion.^''  This  is  profoundly  true,  whether  it  has  regard  to 
the  material  resources  in  the  South,  or  to  the  still  more  vital 
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resources  in  men,  of  which  the  field  is  now  reaped  and  bare. 
Every  man  and  every  boy  is  now  in  the  field ;  there  is  nothing 
behind.  In  a  private  letter  lately  written  by  General  Grant, 
he  used  the  pungent  expression  that  the  rebels  have  "  robbed 
the  cradle  and  the  grave  to  reinforce  tJieir  armiesP 

2.  It  is  true,  in  inflicting  on  the  rebels  the  immense  damage 
they  have  received  in  the  great  campaigns  of  Grant  and  Sher- 
man, we  also  have  lost  quite  as  severely — perhaps  even  more 
so;  but  (if  it  is  lawful  to  speak  thus  of  so  grave  a  matter)  we 
can  afford  it.  We  can  stand  to  lose  man  for  man,  till  every 
man  in  the  armies  of  the  rebellion  is  put  Tiors  du  comhat,  and 
and  leave  behind  untouched  a  force  equal  to  all  we  have  lost  in 
the  war. 

3.  But  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  needful  to  wade  through 
such  an  ocean  of  blood  as  this.  All  that  is  needed  is  a  blow 
that  will  disrupt  the  two  main  rebel  armies.  It  is  worthy  of 
note,  that  the  merciless  conscriptions  that  have  swept  over  the 
South  have  even  simplified  the  problem  for  us.  The  war  has 
no  longer  those  thousand-fold  embarrassments  tiiat  attend  a 
national  war,  or  war  on  populations.  There  is  no  population. 
Our  task  is  confined  to  beating  the  armies  at  Richmond  and 
Atlanta.  For  the  rest,  the  southern  people  are  tired  of  the  war 
and  are  sighing  for  peace. 

4.  In  a  military  point  of  view,  such  is  the  situation  held  by 
General  Grant  and  General  Sherman,  toward  the  insurgent 
forces  opposed  to  them,  that  the  reinforcements  they  are  re- 
ceiving will  certainly  enable  them  soon  to  complete  their  work. 
General  Seymour  on  this  head,  says . 

*'  There  is  but  one  course  consistent  with  safety  or  honor.  Let 
the  people  awake  to  a  sense  of  their  dignity  and  strength,  and  a 
few  months  of  trifling  exertion  comparatively — of  such  efi'ort  as 
alone  is  worthy  of  the  great  work — and  the  rebellion  will  crumble 
before  us.  Fill  this  draft  promptly  and  willingly,  with  good 
and  true  men  ;  send  a  few  spare  thousands  over  rather  than 
under  the  call,  and  the  suinmer  sun  of  1865  will  shine  upon  a 
regenerated  landP 

5.  The  war  is  really  near  its  close.  The  present  front  of 
the  rebellion,  menacing  though  it  be,  is  really  nothing  more 
than  a  mask,  concealing  the  hollowness  and  rottenness  within. 
The  South  is  literally  exhausted — exhausted   of  that  without 
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which  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  war — exhausted  of  men. 
The  field,  in  the  impressive  expression  of  Napoleon,  regarding 
Franco  after  her  three  conscriptions,  is  reaped  down  to  the 
stubble.  Out  of  an  available  fighting  population  of  upwards 
of  three-quarters  of  a  million,  with  which  the  war  was  inaugu- 
I'ated,  they  have  saved  an  eflective  force  of  one  hundred  or  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men.  The  rest  are  in  their  graves, 
in  the  hospitals,  disabled,  or  prisoners  in  our  hands.  These  are 
the  forlorn  hope  of  the  rebeUion. 

6.  Our  territorial  conque-^ts  have  reclaimed  three-fourths  of 
the  area  originally  chiimed  in  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy. 
The  Confederacy  stands  now  thrice  bisected — its  great  lines  of 
communication  cut  or  in  our  hands.  Be-ides,  its  resources  of 
all  kinds  are  all  but  exhausted.  The  desperate  men  at  its  head 
may  continue  the  struggle  for  some  time  longer — they  may  for 
a  while  oppose  a  formidable  front  to  our  blows — but  the  rebel- 
lion is  doomed.  Its  struggles  will  be  the  frantic  final  efibrts  of 
the  gladiator  before  he  falls  down  exhausted  and  exanimate. 

T.  The  leaders  of  the  rebellion  have  ceased  to  see  any  hope 
for  their  cause  in  the  arena  of  war.  They  are  looking  now  to 
the  arena  of  politics.  A  party  has  been  set  up  whose  creed 
and  aims  have  their  entire  sympathy  and  moral  support.  The 
platform  of  that  party  have  nothing  but  expressions  of  con- 
tumely for  the  sacred  war,  the  recital  of  which  has  been  made ; 
for  Jeff".  Davis  and  his  crew  it  has  nothing  but  expressions  of 
sympathy  and  respect.  The  people  of  the  JS'orth  have  now  be- 
fore them  the  momentous  question  of  determining  by  their 
action  whether  they  will  justify  all  the  precious  blood  shed  in 
this  war  by  carrying  it  triumphantly  through  and  crowning  it 
with  a  glorious  and  honorable  peace,  or  whether  by  a  base  sur- 
render they  will  project  it  into  history  as  the  monument  of  a 
nation's  follv. 
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GERRIT  SMITH  ON  M'CLELLAN'S  NOMINATION  AND 
ACCEPTANCE. 

I  WRITE  these  pages  for  the  candid.  Partisans  would  not 
hear  me.  They  follow  party.  Those  only  will  hear  me  who 
follow  truth  ;  and  who  will  still  follow  it  at  whatever  expense 
to  party. 

The  North  is  divided — fearfully  divided,  One  portion 
holds  that  the  North  and  the  other  that  the  South  is  the 
guilty  party  in  this  War.  Which  of  them  is  right  is  thg 
great,  nay  the  only,  question  to  be  answered  at  the  cominn 
Election.  If  the  North  is  the  guilty  party,  then  McClellae 
should  be  preferred.  If  the  South,  then  Lincoln.  I  name 
them  because  every  day  makes  it  more  evident  that  all  our 
votes  will  finally  be  concentrated  on  them.  McClellan  is  the 
candidate  of  those  who  hold  the  North  to  be  the  guilty  party, 
and  therefore  whatever  exceptions  some  of  them  take  to  him, 
all  will  feel  constrained  to  vote  for  him.  So,  too,  all  who  hold 
that  the  South  is  the  guilty  party,  will  feel  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  vote  for  Lincoln.  Many  of  them  would  prefer  to  vote  for 
Fremont,  if  they  could  thereby  vote  as  effectively  to  defeat 
the  candidate  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  South.  But 
this -they  now  see  they  cannot  do.  It  is  in  this  wise  that 
Fremont  and  Cochrane  will  themselves,  notwithstanding  their 
dislike  of  some  of  his  measures,  vote  for  Lincoln.  They  are 
too  magnanimous  to  let  personal  considerations  hinder  them 
from  voting  for  him  ;  and  they  are  too  patriotic  to  withhold 
a  vote,  which  the  salvation  of  the  country  calls  for.  May 
they  hasten  to  inspire  their  friends  with  the  like  magnanimity 
and  patriotism  !  So,  too,  the  great  influence  of  Wendell 
Phillips  will  be  brought  to  the  side  of  Lincoln,  as  soon  as  he 
shall  see  that  the  man  to  be  elected  must  be  either  Lincoln  or 
a  servant  of  the  South.     Strong  as  is  his  preference  for  Fre- 


mont,  he  will  not  let  it  work  to  the  destniction  of  his 
country. 

We  need  not  go  back  of  the  Convention  which  nominated 
Lincoln  to  learn  that  the  Union  Party  lays  all  the  blame  of 
the  War  upon  the  South,  Nor  need  wo  go  back  of  the  Con- 
vention which  nominated  McClellan  to  learn  that  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  lays  all  the  blame  of  it  on  the  North.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Chicago  Convention  aiford  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  Democratic  Party  is  identified  wdth  the  Eebellion  ; 
is  at  peace  with  the  enemies  inst<^ad  of  the  friends  of  the  na- 
tion— at  peace  with  the  South  and  at  war  with  the  North. 
Nevertheless  it  is  not  to  be  condemned  but  rather  to  be  hon- 
ored for  this,  provided  the  North  is  the  guilty  party  in  the 
War.  I  am  not  of  those  whose  motto  is  :  "  Our  coimtry 
right  or  wrong."  It  is  only  when  she  is  right  that  I  am  with 
her.  I  can  be  loyal  to  the  North  so  far  only  as  she  is  loyal 
to  justice.  Nor,  if  I  would,  could  I  help  her  wherein  she 
breaks  with  justice.  A  nation,  like  an  individual,  puts  her- 
self beyond  the  reach  of  help  in  proportion  as  she  defies  the 
claims  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

Let  me  here  say  that  McClellan,  no  more  than  any  other 
member  of  the  Democratic  Party,  is  necessarily  worthy  of 
condemnation  for  opposing  the  cause  in  which  his  country  is 
embarked.  Nay,  if  it  is  an  unrighteous  cause,  then  it  is 
proper  in  him  to  stand  forth  against  it — to  stand  forth  as  dis- 
tinctly and  emphatically  as  he  does  by  accepting  his  nomina- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  that  cause. 

I  repeat,  the  question  to  be  passed  upon  at  the  coming 
Election  is — which  is  the  guilty  party  in  this  War — the  North 
or  the  South.  It  is  admitted  that  the  South  took  up  arms 
to  dismember  our  nation  :  and  that  she  robbed  it  of  moneys, 
forts,  guns,  and  portions  of  our  little  standing  army.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, too,  that  it  was  only  in  reply  to  these  outrages  that 
we  armed  ourselves.  Hence,  whilst  the  War  on  her  part  is 
offensive,  on  ours  it  is  but  defensive.  Notwithstanding  all 
this  the  North  may  not  be  the  innocent  party.  For  she  may 
have  oppressed  and  provoked  the  South  beyond  endurance. 
I  am  slow  to  admit  that  any  Rebellion  in  a  land  where  there 
is  free  access  to  the  ballot-box  can  be  justified.  Nevertheless 
if  it  can  be  shown  that  it  was  because  she  was  made  to  suffer 
intolerable  oppressions  that  she  flew  to  arms,  I  will  not  con- 
demn her.     Had  she  such  oppressions  to  complain  of  ? 

It  is  said,  more  in  Europe,  however,  than  in  America,  that 
our  high  Tariff  was  a  burden  upon  the  South.  Never,  how- 
ever, had  we  a  Tariff  so  nearly  approaching  Free  Trade  as 
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when  her  States  began  to  secede.  Moreover  the  South  could 
have  had  it  as  much  lower  as  she  pleased.  What  however  it' 
our  Tariff  were  not  a  proper  one  ? — that  surely  would  not  he 
enough  to  justify  Rebellion. 

Had  the  South  any  right  to  call  herself  oppressed  by  the 
election  of  Lincohi  ?  None  at  all.  He  was  elected  Consti- 
tutionally. But  he  was  against  Slavery  !  It  is  true  that  he 
was — only  moderately  so,  however.  Several  of  the  Presidents 
immediately  preceding  him  were  thoroughly  for  Slavery. 
And  yet  the  North  did  not  claim  that  she  was  cppressed  by 
their  election.  Least  of  all  did  she  claim  that  their  election 
furnished  ground  for  Rebellion. 

Was  the  South  at  liberty  to  regard  herself  oppressed  be- 
cause so  much  was  said  at  the  North  against  Slavery  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  The  Constitution  provides  for  free  speech. 
Moreover,  the  South  spoke  as  freely  against  our  systems  of 
labor  as  we  did  against  her  Slavery.  She  sneered  at  our 
"small-fisted  farmers,"  and  our  "  greasy  mechanics."  She 
stigmatized  our  noble  laborers  as  "  the  mudsills  of  society." 
Then,  too,  the  South  helps  send  missionaries  over  the  earth 
to  argue  against  idolatries  and  other  abominations  ;  and  thus 
is  she  estopped  by  her  own  acts  from  forbidding  others  to 
search  and  criticise  herself 

Was  the  South  oj)pressed  by  Northern  legislation  against 
Slavery  ?  Never.  The  North  was  always  willing  to  have 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  pass  upon  such 
legislation.  When,  however,  the  North  sent  Commissioners 
to  the  South  to  induce  her  to  consent  to  have  the  Constitu- 
tionality of  those  laws  under  which  she  was  casting  Northern 
freemen  into  the  pit  of  Slavery,  passed  upon  by  that  Court, 
those  Commissioners  had  to  fly  for  their  lives  before  the  mur- 
derous onset  made  upon  them. 

But  John  Brown,  and  at  other  times  other  Northern  men, 
went  into  the  Southern  States  to  help  persons  escape  from 
Slavery  !  The  North,  however,  was  not  responsible  for  this. 
She  ever  stood  by  Slavery,  and  helped  the  South  tighten  the 
chains  of  the  slaves.  Little  right  has  the  South  to  complain 
of  the  sympathy  of  John  Brown  and  others  with  her  slaves. 
Where  these  delivered  one  slave,  her  kidnappers  made  slaves 
of  ten  Northern  freemen.  But  there  was  rejoicing  at  the 
North  over  the  escape  of  Southern  slaves  !  I  admit  it.  So 
was  there  rejoicing  at  the  South  over  the  escape  of  Southern 
men  from  Algerine  Slavery.  Such  rejoicings  cannot  be 
stopped.  And  all  attempts  of  the  South  to  stop  them  will 
be  vain  attemps  to  change  human  nature. 


Was  the  South  oppressed  by  the  refusal  of  the  Northern 
people  to  accede  to  a  proposition  of  the  Southern  people  to 
have  an  amicable  separation  of  the  States,  and  an  amicable 
division  of  the  Territories  and  other  National  property  ? 
There  was  no  proj)osition  from  the  Southern  people  to  the 
Northern  people.  There  was  a  proposition  from  Southern 
individuals  unauthorized  by  the  Southern  people  ;  and  it  was 
made  not  to  our  people^  but  to  our  Government — to  a  Gov- 
ernment which,  instead  of  being  authorized  to  dismember  our 
nation,  is  sworn  to  preserve  it,  and  which,  instead  of  being 
authorized  to  throw  away  the  Constitution,  is  sworn  to  keep 
it  sacred  and  unbroken.  The  people  of  the  Nortli  were  ready 
to  meet  the  people  of  the  South  in  a  Convention  of  Delegates. 
They  were  ready  to  make  large  concessions  in  order  to  save 
from  disruption  the  nation  so  dear  to  them.  Entirely  ready 
they  were,  I  am  sorry  to  believe,  to  indorse  and  consummate 
the  remarkable  action  of  Congress  in  favor  of  altering  the 
Constitution  to  the  advantage  of  Slaveiy.  In  fine,  they 
would  have  consented  to  almost  any  demand  of  the  South 
short  of  the  sundering  of  the  Nation.  This  they  would  not 
consent  to  :  and,  because  she  knew  the)^  would  not,  the  South 
would  n'>t  have  the  National  Convention.  The  sundering  of 
the  Natiun  was  the  one  thing  she  was  intent  on  :  and  nothing 
else,  nor  all  things  else,  Avould  she  accept  in  lieu  of  it.  Hence 
to  get  this  one  thing,  which  she  coidd  not  hope  to  get  other- 
wise, she  resorted  to  arms.  Herein,  and  herein  only,  is  the 
explanation  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Sebellion.  Could  she 
but  have  been  brought  to  recede  from  her  determination  to 
set  up  a  nation  fir  herself  and  by  herself,  all  other  difficulties 
with  the  South  might  have  been  adjusted.  It  is  in  no  degree 
necessary  to  my  argument  to  explain  why  she  then  insisted, 
has  ever  since  insisted,  and  never  more  strenuously  than  now, 
on  this  national  independence.  Nevertheless  as  some,  under 
whose  eye  this  pa.per  may  fall,  might  like  to  meet  with  the 
explanation,  I  will  give  it.  The  whole  explanation  of  this 
pertinacity  on  the  part  of  the  South  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  she  is  determined  to  maintain  Slavery,  and  that  she 
despairs  ot  maintaining  it  unless  she  shall  erect  herself  into 
a  nation  independent  of  every  other  nation.  The  South  saw 
Slavery  cast  out  of  all  Europe,  and  all  American  Slavery  ex- 
ce]:>t  her  own  to  be  tottering.  She  saw,  too,  that  the  North 
was  every  day  becoming  more  enlightened  in  regard  to  Slavery, 
and  therefore  more  hostile  to  it.  Hence  the  great  and  ab- 
sorbing cjucstion  with  her  was — what  she  should  do  most 
effectually  to  insulate  herself,  and  shut  out  those  ever-sweUing 


floods  of  Anti-Slaveiy  sentiment  and  Anti-Slavery  influence, 
which  were  constantly  pouring  in  upon  her.  Her  natural  de- 
cision was  to  build  up  about  herself  the  high  and,  as  she 
hoped,  impervious  walls  of  a  new  nationality.  The  North 
she  regarded  as  already  abolitionized.  To  remain  therefore 
in  connection  with  her  was  to  allow  herself  also  to  be  abo- 
litionized. Hence  she  broke  oif  ironi  the  North.  For  what 
else  would  she  have  consented  to  break  out  from  it,  and  to 
lose  the  incalculable  advantage  of  being  a  part  of  this  great 
nation  ? 

In  all  this,  which  I  have  now  referred  to,  and  I  know  not 
that  there  is  anything  more  of  this  bearing  to  refer  to,  has 
the  South  sufiered  intolerable  oppressions  ?  Nay,  has  she 
suffered  any  oppression  ?  None  whatever.  In  our  national 
affairs  she  w^as  generally  allowed  to  have  her  own  way.  I  ad- 
mit that  we  wronged  her  ;  but  never,  even  in  the  slightest 
degree  did  we  oppress  her.  And  the  only  way  in  which  she 
was  ever  wronged  by  us  was  our  shameful  indulgence  of  both 
her  tyrannous  spirit  and  her  greed  of  place  and  power. 
Surely,  surely,  then,  the  North  is  not  to  be  accused  of  pro- 
voking the  Rebellion.  Surely,  surely,  then,  the  South  is  the 
guilty  and  the  only  guilty  party  in  the  Rebellion.  And 
surely,  surely,  then,  the  North  cannot,  without  making  her- 
self very  criminal  and  very  base,  vote  fi'r  the  candidate  of 
those  who  hold  the  North  and  not  the  South  to  be  the  guilty 
party.  But  it  may  be  said  that  their  candidate  (General 
McClellan)  does  not  hold  in  this  respect  as  they  do  who  nomi- 
nated him.  If  he  does  not,  then  he  is  very  unfortunate  in 
being  misrepresented  by  his  friends,  who  put  him  forth  as  the 
representative  of  themselves,  and  who,  it  is  fair  to  suppose, 
knew  him  thoroughly  when  they  did  so.  Since  the  Northern 
men,  who  espouse  the  cause  of  the  South,  single  out  McClel- 
lan for  their  standard-bearer,  it  would  be  madness  in  us,  who 
cleave  to  the  cause  of  the  North,  to  believe  him  to  be  with 
us,  and  to  vote  for  him.  If  he  is  indeed  a  North-sido  man, 
nevertheless  since  they,  who  know  him,  have  set  liim  forth  as 
a  South-side  one,  he  cannot  complain  of  us  for  not  voting  for 
him.  He  can  comjdain  but  of  his  friends,  who  have  mis- 
represented him,  and  whose  misrepresentations  justify  us  in 
withholding  our  votes  from  liim.  But  we  are  cited  to 
McClellan's  Letter  of  Acceptance.  That  it  is  a  Letter  of 
Acceptance  is  of  itself  suificient  to  disentitle  him  to  the  vote 
of  every  loyal  man.  That  he  is  the  candidate  of  a  Convention 
composed  of  the  open  enemies  of  that  cause  for  which  his 
country  is  pouring  out  her  treasure  and  her  blood — composed 


of  those  whose  War  is  upon  the  North  only — is  surely  reason 
enough  why  no  intelligent  friend  of  that  cause  can  give  him 
his  vote.  But  we  will  look  further  into  this  Letter.  I  said 
that  the  North  is  divided  between  those  who  hold  the  North 
and  those  who  hold  the  South  to  he  the  guilty  party.  On 
which  side  does  McClellan's  Letter  place  him  ?  It  spares  the 
South,  hut  it  abounds  in  inculpations  of  the  North.  The 
indirect  and  unmanly  way  in  which  he  makes  or  rather  in- 
sinuates his  charges  against  the  Government  was  doubtless 
intended  to  render  them  more  effective.  It  will,  however, 
serve  but  to  denote  the  lack  of  an  open,  brave,  and  manly 
spirit  in  their  author.  He  has  nothing  to  say  of  the  barbarity 
with  which  the  South  conducts  the  War — murdering  fresh 
captives — (»r,  if  sparing  them,  sparing  thousands  to  be  tor- 
tured in  spirit  and  body,  thousands  to  be  starved  to  death, 
and  (worst  fate  of  all)  thousands  to  be  sunk  in  slavery  ! 
Nothing  of  all  this  does  he  say.  But  in  his  characteristic 
cowardly,  roundabout  way,  he  accuses  the  North  of  the  high 
crime  of  perverting  the  War.  I  grant  that  there  have  been 
a  few  instances  in  which  Anti- Slavery  zealots  have  shown 
their  disposition  to  pen^ert  it,  and  innumerable  instances  in 
which  Pro-Slavery  zealots  have  shown  the  like.  Just  heie 
let  me  say,  that  miserable  men  are  all  they  who,  when  mon- 
sters are  striking  parricidal  blows  at  the  country,  are  incapable 
of  making  a  single  and  square  issue  with  those  monsters,  and 
are  intent  on  mixing  up  with  the  one  question  of  putting 
down  these  monsters  conditions  in  behalf  of  or  against  Slavery, 
Habeas  Corpus,  or  something  else.  "  Down  with  the  Rebel- 
Hon,  come  what  will  of  it,  to  any  of  our  schemes,  or  theories, 
or  interests,"  is  the  voice  of  wisdom.  Moreover,  if  Slavery, 
or  Anti-Slaveiy,  this  or  that  political  party,  this  or  that 
church,  shall  be  found  to  stand  in  the  way  of  putting  it  down, 
let  them  all  be  swept  out  of  the  way.  Nothing  is  worth  pre- 
serving that  stands  in  the  way  of  putting  down  so  unmiti- 
gated and  unparalleled  a  wickedness  as  the  Rebellion.  When 
it  shall  have  been  put  down  will  be  time  to  decide  (and  not 
till  then  will  it  be  time  so  much  as  to  consider  it)  whether 
the  safety  of  the  nation  shall  call  for  the  weakening  or 
strengthening  of  Slaveiy,  for  its  utter  annihilation,  or  for 
overspreading  the  whole  land  with  it.  In  the  meantime  use 
Slavery,  or  Apprenticeship,  or  anything  else  in  whatever  way 
you  can  use  it  most  effectually  to  the  crushing  of  the  Rebel- 
lion ;  and  let  all  heads,  all  hearts,  and  all  hands  find  their 
one  thought,  one  feeling,  and  one  work  to  tliat  end. 

I  admitted  that  there  were  instances  of  a  disposition  to 
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pei-vert  the  War.  But  by  far  the  most  signal  of  all  the  in- 
stances of  the  actual  perverting  of  the  War,  and  of  perverting 
it  even  to  the  direct  help  of  the  rebels,  is  that  of  McClellan 
himself.  He  it  was  who  began  his  mediating  military  career 
— his  half-one-way  and  half-tbe-other-way  Generalship — with 
a  Proclamation  of  safety  to  the  foe  at  that  very  })oint  where 
the  foe  was  most  vulnerable  and  most  alarmed.  He  it  was 
who  assured  the  slaveholders  that  ho  would  guard  their  homes, 
their  wives,  and  children  from  servile  insurrection,  aiid  who 
thereby  left  them  free  to  go  forth  to  swell  Rebellion's  battling 
hosts.  And  now  for  him  whose  duty,  instead  of  ministering 
peace  and  security  to  the  enemy,  was  to  leave  him  ajipalled 
and  paralyzed  with  every  possible  terror — and  now  for  him,  I 
say,  to  throw  out  in  his  cowardly  way  his  utterly  false  charge 
that  the  Government  has  perverted  the  War,  is  enough  to 
make  the  soul  of  every  honest  man  boil  over  with  indignation. 
Very  far  am  I  from  saying  that  McClellan  should  have  i'avored 
servile  insurrection.  But  I  do  say  that  he  should  have  left 
the  slaveholders  to  all  their  fears  from  their  slaves,  and  to  all 
that  occupation  of  their  thoughts  and  time  which  those  fears 
culled  for.  I  add  that  his  relie^dng  them  of  those  fears  and 
of  that  occupation  was  treason  to  his  counti}- — -was  even 
literal  treason — for  it  was  "  adhering  to  her  enemies,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort." 

McClellan  professes  great  love  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union.  I  love  them.  The  costliest  gift  whereby  I  might 
contribute  to  preserve  them  I  have  not  withheld.  Both  in 
Peace  and  in  AVar,  abundantly  with  both  lips  and  pen,  I  have 
opposed  even  the  slightest  alteration  in  the  Constitution. 
But  whilst  McClellan  sees  our  Government  making  war  upon 
the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  I  see  no  other  war  upon 
them  than  that  which  his  own  Party  and  its  Southern  allies 
are  waging. 

I  said  that  I  love  the  Constitution.  But  I  love  my  country 
more.  I  would  use  the  Constitution  to  save  the  country. 
But  the  Democrats  juggle  Avith  it  to  destroy  the  country. 
Instance  their  incessant  knavish  talk  about  the  Constitutional 
rights  and  the  reserved  rights  of  the  seceded  States. 
Whereas  the  ])lain  flict  is  that  those  States  did,  in  seceding, 
forfeit  every  right  but  the  right  to  be  punished.  France, 
were  England  to  conquer  her,  would  have  no  right  to  the 
present  political  subdivisions  of  her  soil  ;  and  the  South, 
being  a  rebel,  and  the  guiltiest  of  all  rebels,  will,  if  conquered, 
be  more  emphatically  destitute  of  all  rigid  to  hers.  I  would 
hope  that  her  old  State  lines  might  be  recognized  ;  but  this 


■would  be  for  lier  conqueror  alone  to  determine.  The  theory 
so  industriously,  and  injuriously,  and  traitorously  inculcated 
by  the  Democrats — that  what  were  rights  before  the  Rebellion 
must  be  rights  after  it,  ay,  and  all  the  way  through  it — is  the 
veriest  nonsense.  I  have  instanced  the  talk  of  the  Democrats 
as  one  point.  Instanced,  too,  their  incessant  knavish  talk 
about  carrying  on  the  War  according  to  the  Constitution. 
They  know  that  the  nation  which  should  try  to  carry  on  War 
according  to  a  Constitution  would  certainly  perish  ;  and 
hence  indeed  is  it  that  they  are  continually  urging  the  Ad- 
ministration to  make  this  altogether  unprecedented  expeii- 
ment.  Our  Constitution  does  not  attempt  the  folly  of  pre- 
scribing the  way  in  which  we  shall  cany  on  War.  The  simple 
truth  in  this  matter  (and  they  are  either  silly  or  disingenuous 
who  deny  it)  is,  that  War  must  ever  be  a  Law  unto  itself, 
and  that  no  other  Law  can  meet  its  exigencies. 

I  saivl  that  I  love  the  Union,  My  whole  heart  is  set  on  its 
restoration,  and  therefore  have  I  done  all  I  could  to  compel 
the  South  to  return  to  it.  I  say  compel,  because  I  believe  she 
must  be  covi^telled.  During  all  the  years  of  the  Reliellion 
McClellan  and  liis  party  have  constantly  held  that  tLi  South 
would  return  to  the  LTnion  if  the  North  would  pre|iare  the 
way.  But  the  South  has  as  constantly  held  to  the  contrary. 
For  the  reasons  1  have  already  given,  the  South  will  v.oi  con- 
sent to  return.  She  has  set  up  her  new  nation  with  Slavery 
for  its  boasted  corner-stone  ;  and  she  will  not,  but  upon  com- 
pulsion, belong  again  to  a  nation  of  another  kind.  There  is, 
I  admit,  one  way  in  which  the  South  might  possibly  be  in- 
duced to  return  to  the  Union.  That  way  McClellan  and  his 
party  know  ;  and  that  way  I  have  not  the  slighest  doubt  they 
are  willing,  and  no  small  share  of  them  eager,  to  prepare. 
Should  the  North  consent  to  set  up  Slavery  within  all  her 
borders,  and  to  put,  as  Slavery  requires,  the  claim  of  property 
in  man  on  the  same  footing  with  the  claim  of  pro]>ei ty  in 
horses  and  hogs,  the  South  might  possibly  consent  to  return 
to  the  Union.  The  Democratic  Party  knows  that  this  is  the 
only  way  in  which  she  would  consent  to  return,  and  this  way 
the  Democratic  Party  would  open  to  her. 

The  pernicious  cry  that  our  sole  legitimate  object  in  prosecu- 
ting the  War  is  to  save  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  is,  of 
course,  abundantly  echoed  in  McClellan's  letter.  The  decla- 
rations both  in  and  out  of  Congress  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
War  that  our  one  work  -was  to  restore  the  Constitution  and 
the  Union,  I  am  not  disposed  to  criticise.  But  very  unwise 
was  it  to  repeat  such  declarations  after  the  Eebellion  had 
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taken  on  its  wide  dimensions  and  was  putting  forth  its  gigan- 
tic and  appalling  efforts.  Then  our  one  work  was  to  put 
down  the  Rebellion  ;  nnd  if  need  be,  at  whatever  expense  to 
Constituiion  or  Uniim.  The  forms  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  terms  of  the  Union  had  then  become  of  comparatively 
little  account.  ^-'J,  the  Rebellion,  greatest  of  all  crimes 
earth  ever  knew,  must  go  down,  though  all  do  go  down  with  it. 
Alas,  how  unreasonable  and  insane  for  the  enemies  of  the  Re- 
bellion at  such  a  time  as  this,  Avhen  the  common  work  of  put- 
ting it  down  claims  the  hands  of  all  and  all  the  interest  of 
all,  to  be  making  issues  between  themselves  about  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Constitution  or  the  conditions  of  the  Union  !  Put 
down  the  Rebellion  !  Put  it  down  now,  and  unconditionally  ! 
Matters  about  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  can  be  adjust- 
ed afterward.  This  Democratic  shouting  for  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union  is  but  to  call  us  off  from  crushing  the  Re- 
bellion. 

I  notice  McClellan's  pathetic  appeal  for  the  votes  of  the 
soldiers  and  sailors.  What  an  impudent  affectation  in  him 
to  profess  regard  for  these  brave  and  devoted  men,  whilst  he 
worms  his  way  up  to  the  platform  in  which  the  cause  they 
are  battling,  bleeding  and  dying  for  is  condemned  and  its 
abandonment  called  for  !  I  say  its  abandonment — tor  such  is 
the  only  possible  meaning  of  immediate  armistice  or  "  cessation 
of  hostilities,"  which  the  platform  demands.  If,  as  President 
Lincoln's  favorite  etory  says,  it  is  "  no  time  to  swap  horses 
when  crossing  the  stream,"  so  it  is  no  time  to  stop  horses 
when  crossing  it.  To  stop  at  that  critical  moment  is  to  ex- 
pose all  to  go  down  stream.  For  us  to  stop  the  War  at  this 
time  is  to  abandon  the  War,  and  to  make  vain  all  we  have 
sacrificed  in  prosecuting  it.  Moreover,  it  is  to  abandon  it 
when  we  are  on  the  very  eve  of  accomplishing  its  one  object — 
the  overthrow  of  the  Rebellion.  I  say  it  was  an  impudent  affec- 
tation in  McClellan,  whilst  indorsing  the  platform  which  in- 
sults the  brave  men  who  are  fighting  our  l)attles,  to  be  pro- 
fessing regard  for  them.  So  it  is  for  him  to  be  professing 
that  regard  while  he  j)lace8  himself  on  that  platform  by  the 
side  of  a  Vice-Presidential  Candidate,  whose  sympathies  with 
the  South  are  as  open  as  his  own  are  sly  !  This  Candidate, 
for  whom  also  is  necessarily  every  vote  cast  for  McClellan, 
and  who,  if  elected,  becomes,  in  no  very  improbable  event,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  is  the  George  H.  Pondlcton, 
who  is  a  member  of  Congress,  and  who  in  that  capacity 
steadily  votes  against  supplies  of  men  and  moneys  and  taxes 
for  carrying  on  the  War.  He  is  the  same  Pendleton,  who  with 
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but  nineteen  otln-Ts  voted  against  censurino-  Harris  for  using 
treasonable  language  on  the  floor  of  Cougiess,  and  who  with 
but  fifteen  othtn's  voted  against  the  resolution,  which  declares 
the  duty  of  crushing  the  Rebellion.  Greatly  mistaken  is 
McClellan  if,  with  his  unenviable  military  reputation  and  his 
base  and  guilty  political  connections,  he  hopes  to  catch  onr 
discerning  soldiers  and  sailors  with  such  chaff  as  his  heartless 
praises  of  them.  They  read  liim  "  like  a  book."  They  will 
turn  their  backs  upon  him;  and  will  give  their  approving 
faces  and  their  approving  votes  to  the  honest  Lincoln,  who 
deals  in  no  t wattle  about  the  Constitution  and  the  Union, 
and  who  speaks  what  he  means  ;  to  the  patriotic  and  earnest 
Lincoln,  who  believes  in  the  cause  for  which  our  soldiers  and 
sailors  are  contending,  who  does  his  utmost  to  reinforce  them, 
and  who  scouts  as  spurious  any  peace  with  the  rebels  which 
shall  precede  their  unconditional  surrender.  This  attempt  oi 
McClellan  to  get  the  votes  of  the  armed  defenders  of  the 
country  reminds  us  of  a  similar  attempt  of  tlie  Convention 
that  nomiiated  him.  In  one  of  its  resolutions  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  is  made  to  prr»mise  to  take  "  care"  of  "  the 
soldiery."  Impudent  and  insulting  promise  !  Undoubt- 
edly ''  the  soldiery"  will,  in  turn,  take  care  of  tlie  Demo- 
cratic Party.  It  will  take  care  of  it  at  the  approach- 
ing election  ;  and  when  the  War  is  over  at  the  South. 
and  the  day  of  reckoning  for  Northern  rascality  shall 
have  come,  it  will  again  take  care  of  the  Northern  traitors, 
whose  sympathies  have  made  strong  the  hands  of  Southern 
traitors,  -end  who  have  in  this  wise  greatly  prolonged  the  War 
and  greatly  swollen  the  sum  of  the  sufferings  of  our  army. 

I  spoke  of  McClellan's  worming  his  way  up  to  the  plat- 
form which  the  Convention  jirepared  for  him  and  liis  fellow 
Peace  man  to  stand  on.  He  did  not  mount  it  like  a  bad  bold 
man,  but  crawled  upon  it  like  a  bad  timid  one.  His'timidity 
however  was  in  no  wise  because  of  a  disagreement  between 
the  platform  and  his  own  views — for  he  virtually  says  that 
there  is  no  disagreement  between  them  when  he  says  :  "  Be- 
lieving that  the  views  here  expressed  are  those  of  the  Con- 
vention and  the  peo{)le  you  represent,  I  accept  the  nomina- 
tion." He  believes  that  the  Convention  and  its  constituents 
agree  with  him  for  the  sufficient  reason  that  having  read  their 
platform,  he  fi-uds  himself  agreeing  with  them.  It  is  well 
that  the  traitorous  and  infamous  platform  is  so  outspoken, 
since  in  this  wise,  inasmuch  as  McClellan  does  himself  believe 
that  he  and  its  framers  mean  the  same  thing,  we  are  enabled 
to   put  confident  interpretations  upon  the  double-meaning 
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phraseologies  in  his  cunning  and  cowardly  letter.  Oh  no  ! 
MeClellan's  shyness  of  the  platform  was  in  no  degree  because 
he  dissented  from  it — for  he  did  not  dissent  from  it.  It  was 
solely  because  he  feared  that  his  open,  plump  indorsement  of 
a  Peace  platform  would  leave  him  no  votes  but  those  of  the 
Peace  Democrats. 

I  have  not  failed  to  notice  the  patriotic,  brave  and  warlike 
words  with  which  McClellan  has  sprinkled  his  letter.  Inas- 
much however  as  they  are  at  entire  variance  with  other  parts 
of  it  and  with  the  obvious  spirit  and  aim  of  the  whole  ;  and 
inasmuch  also  as  they  are  repugnant  to  both  the  entire  body 
and  soul  of  that  platform  which  by  his  acceptance  of  his 
nomination,  as  well  as  otherwise,  he  expresses  his  approval 
of ;  and  inasmuch  also  as  these  cunningly  ilung-in  words  are 
out  of  all  harmony  with  the  words  and  deeds  of  that  other 
George  who  stands  beside  him,  and  of  the  unprincipled  party 
which  nominated  them — inasmuch  as  all  this  is  so,  I  make  no 
account  of  them.  I  cast  the  affected  words  aside,  declaring 
them  to  be,  as  the  lawyers  would  say,  void  for  inconsistency. 
I  could  wish  that  these  words  might  cost  McClellan  the  loss 
of  the  votes  of  some  Peace  Democrats  ;  bu^  I  have  no  idea 
that  they  will.  These  Peace  Democrats  know  their  man, 
and  they  are  as  sure  of  their  one  George  as  of  the  other. 
Hence,  whilst  nothing  McClellan  can  say  in  favor  of  a  War 
policy  can  shake  their  confidence  in  his  purpose  for  a  Southern 
and  Pro- Slavery  Peace,  the  more  he  shall  say  in  favor  of  such 
policy  the  more  will  he  rise  in  their  esteem — all  that  he  so 
says  passing  to  the  credit  of  his  cunning  in  catching  the 
votes  of  War  Democrats. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  Daily  News  and  Metropolitan 
Record,  Vallandigham,  and  other  such,  have  come  out  against 
McClellan.  But  they  will  be  for  him  when  election  comes. 
Why  should  they  not  be  ?  Why  should  they  not  trust  him  ? 
Like  them,  he  slanders  the  Government  and  the  North.  Like 
them,  instead  of  ever  saying  so  much  as  one  word  against 
Slavery,  he  is  constantly  proving  th;it  his  great  concern  is  to 
savf>  it.  It  is  true  that  their  treason  is  more  open  and  noisy 
than  his,  but  his  is  nevertheless  as  real  and  earnest  as  theirs. 
The  coming  out  of  Peace  Democrats  against  McClellan  is 
most  likely  but  part  of  the  game.  Their  showing  a  want  of 
confidence  in  him  is  expected  to  increase  the  confidence  of 
War  Democrats  in  him.  But  even  if  there  are  a  fnv  Peace 
Democrats,  who,  because  of  the  warlike  words  in  his  letter, 
do  not  like  to  vote  for  him,  they  nevertheless  will  vote  for 
him.     Such  fellows  are  always  either  coaxed  or  whipped  in. 
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Let  not  the  friends  of  the  country  flatter  themselves  that 
McClellan,  who  is  in  heart  just  what  the  Peace  Democrats 
could  wish  him  to  be,  will  lose  so  much  as  one  of  their 
votes. 

I  pass  on  to  inquire  why  it  is,  since  the  South  is  so  ob- 
viously the  guilty  party  in  this  War,  so  large  a  share  of  the 
Northern  people  goes  with  her.  It  is  because  of  the  power 
of  party.  It  was  long  ago  that  the  Democratic  Party  came 
into  alliance  with  Slavery.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  was, 
as  a  prominent  politician  in  effect  declared  it  to  be,  a 
"natural"  alliance.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Republic  the 
parties,  morally  considered,  were  not  essentially  different. 
But  its  espousal  of  the  Pro-Slaveiy  policy  wrought  a  sad 
change  in  the  Democratic  Party.  Its  good  men  saw  it  and 
lamented  it  ;  and  from  time  to  time  many  of  them  quit  it. 
When  at  length  Slavery,  having  failed  to  accomplish  its  ends 
by  political,  commercial  and  ecclesiastical  agencies,  burst  forth 
in  Rebellion  (for  the  Rebellion  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
Slavery  in  arms),  then,  as  was  to  be  expected,  there  was  a 
great  exodus  from  the  Democratic  Party.  Thousands  of  that 
party,  who  had  been  guilty  of  falling  in  with  its  concessions 
to  Slaver}',  hoping  thereby  not  only  to  help  their  party,  but 
to  preserve  the  quiet  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, could  no  longer  remain  in  their  Pro-Slavery  Party  after 
Slavery  had  undertaken  the  violent  dismemberment  of  the 
nation.  Nevertheless  the  Democratic  Party  did  not  become 
weak.  As  was  natural,  those  who  clung  to  it  became  more 
than  ever  devoted  to  Slavery  ;  and  the  more  Pro-Slavery  the 
party  became  the  more  attractive  was  it  to  the  aristocratic 
element  in  our  population.  For  aristocracy,  not  in  England 
only,  but  the  world  over,  must  ever  be  in  sympathy  with 
slaveholding.  Contemj)t  of  the  toiling  poor,  black  or  white, 
bond  or  free,  is  common  to  both.  Moreover,  as  the  Demo- 
cratic party  increased  in  devotion  to  Slavery,  it  grew  in  favor 
with  those  ignorant  and  debased  multitudes  who  love  Slavery 
because  they  love  to  have  a  stratum  of  humanity  still  lower 
tha  ;  their  own.  Again,  these  multitudes  go  for  Slavery  be- 
cause they  are  taught  by  the  demagogues  who  get  their  votes 
that  the  colored  people  not  in  slavery  are  their  rivals  for  the 
humble  forms  of  labor. 

The  Democratic  Party,  now  so  openly  and  shamelessly  the 
servant  of  the  Slave-Power  as  to  be  at  work  either  to  break 
up  the  nation  or  to  bring  all  parts  of  it  equally  under  the 
reign  of  Silvery,  has  long  been  the  servant  of  that  power. 
Instance  its  innumerable  mobs  to  prevent  or  break  up  the 
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discussion  of  Slavery.  To  embarrass  the  Government  and 
help  the  rebels  it  has  become  the  champion  of  the  right  of 
Free  Speech.  Nevertheless  its  Amos  Kendall,  who  is  now  so 
conspicuously  on  the  side  of  Free  Speech,  went  so  far  the 
other  way  as  to  let  Slavery  stalk  into  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, and  wield  its  mi;2,hty  machinery  against  Free  Speech. 
Even  our  bland  and  gentle  Governor  Seymour,  who  is  now  so 
distressfully  concerned  for  the  safety  of  Free  Speech,  was,  but 
a  little  more  than  three  years  ago,  planning  in  conclave  with 
kindred  spirits  the  forcible  prevention  of  a  speech  against 
Slavery. 

That  the  Democratic  Party  should,  even  now,  when  all 
Christendom  is  giving  up  Slavery,  still  cling  to  it  is  not  un- 
accountable. Its  whole  life  has  come  to  be  io  Slavery  ;  and 
it  knDws  that  when  Slavery  dies  it  must  itself  die.  Hence  to 
expect  the  Democratic  Party  to  give  up  Slavery  is  to  expect 
it  to  give  up  itself  ;  and  the  political  party  has  not  yet  been 
which  will  consent  to  give  up  itself 

The  Democratic  Party  is,  in  short,  neither  more  nor  less 
than  the  Northern  wing  of  the  Rebellion  ;  and  the  same  spirit 
of  opposition  to  universal  freedom  and  to  the  lifting  up  of 
oppressed  and  degraded  humanity,  which  imbues  the  Southern 
rebels,  imbues  the  Northern  rebels  also.  That  such  a  party 
should  do  what  it  can  to  hinder  the  putting  down  of  the  Re- 
bellion is  only  what  might  be  expected.  But  that  even  so 
guilty  a  party  should  taunt  us  with  incompetence  to  carry  on 
the  War,  and  with  lack  of  success  in  it,  is  a  meanness  and 
hypocrisy  which  it  surely  did  not  need  to  add  to  its  stupen- 
dous wickedness.  How  multiplied  are  its  hinderances  to  our 
successful  prosecution  of  the  War  ?  It  discourages  enlist- 
ments. It  opposes  drafts,  and  goes  so  far  as  to  make  them 
occasions  for  plundering,;;  and  murderous  riots.  It  impeaches 
the  national  credit,  and  does  all  it  can  to  shake  confidence  and 
prevent  investments  in  Government  bonds.  It  slanders  and 
vilifies  our  upright  and  able  President  and  his  upright  and 
able  Cabinet.  Wliilst  sullen  over  the  victories  achieved  by 
our  army,  it  exaggerates  and  rejoices  in  its  defeats.  I  need 
specify  no  further.  Enough  is  it  to  add  that  its  crimes  and 
character  are  summed  up  in  the  crowning  infamy  of  a  Con- 
vention, which  built  that  traitorous  and  hypocritical  platform, 
and  put  upon  it  the  two  Georges,  who  are  precisely  suited  to 
it  and  to  each  other.  How  sad  that  the  men,  who  are  doing 
these  things,  are  even  too  depraved  and  too  infatuated  to 
pause  and  consider  what  a  heritage  of  shame  they  are  pre- 
paring for  their  children  ! 
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The  friends  of  the  country  must  not  allow  themselves  to  be 
discouraged  by  all  that  its  Northern  and  therefore  its  worst 
enemies  have  done  and  are  still  doing  to  discourage  them. 
They  must  continue  to  believe  that  a  cause  so  good  as  is  their 
cause,  will  not  fail.  They  must  still  have  faith  in  God,  and 
still  believe  that  He  will  not  suffer  the  hard-earned  treasure 
and  righteous  blood  which  we  have  poured  out  in  the  War  to 
be  but  Avaste.  They  must  still  believe  that  our  brave  and 
dear  soldiers  and  sailors,  who  have  died  or  been  crippled  in 
this  War,  have  not  died  nor  been  crippled  in  vain.  They 
must  stiR  believe  that  the  sorrows  of  our  scores  of  thousands 
of  bereaved  families  will  lind  their  soothing  and  recompense 
in  a  nation  of  all  its  former  boundaries  and  of  far  more  than 
all  its  former  justice,  freedom  and  prosperity. 

This  nation  will  live.  It  has  given  ample  proof  that  it 
can  withstand  both  foreign  and  domestic  foes,  both  Northern 
and  Southern  rebels.  This  nation  will  live  to  see  herself  and 
the  whole  Continent  free  from  oppressors — not  from  slave- 
holders only,  but  from  imperial  despots  also.  The  Demo- 
cratic Party  will  not  much  longer,  by  weakening  and  dis- 
gracing  us,  encourage  the  designs  of  the  Napoleons  and  Max- 
imilians. For  the  Democratic  Party  will  soon  die.  As  life 
is  the  law  of  righteousness,  so  death  is  the  law  of  wicked- 
ness ;  and  the  wickedness  of  the  Democratic  Party  is  fast 
nearing  that  extreme  limit  where  wickedness,  all  ripe  and 
rotten,  di.'3s  of  itself. 

Let  us  be  of  good  cheer.  Atlanta  is  already  ours.  So  also 
is  the  Bay  of  Mobile.  Very  soon  we  shall  have  conquered 
two  or  three  other  important  points  ;  and  then  but  a  brief, 
feeble,  flickering  life  will  remain  to  the  Kebellion.  What  is 
scarcely  less  important,  the  Election  will  also  be  ours.  And 
then,  thanks  to  God,  the  Democratic  Party,  that  ugliest  of  all 
the  enemies  of  human  rights  and  human  happiness,  will  be 
dead.  The  name  may  survive  ;  but  the  party  that  shall  wear 
it  will  be  as  unlike  to  the  present  Democratic  Party  as  day  is 
to  darkness. 

Gerrit  Smith. 

Peterboro,  September  14,  1864. 


Loyal  Leagues,  Clubs,  or  individuals,  may  obtain  any  of 
our  publications  at  the  cost  price,  by  application  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  or  by  calling  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Society, 
No.  863  Broadway,  where  all  information  may  be  obtained 
relating  to  the  Society. 
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fr*/»a#  General  Grant  says  or  the  Administration. 


WVhat  General  Hix  says  of  the  Mtebellion, 


What  General  Sickels  says  of  Peace, 


W*hat  General  Booker  says  of  the  Election, 


The  Generals  in  command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
have  had  a  better  opportunity  of  judging  what  the  nature,  ]Kir- 
poses  and  character  of  the  Rebellion  are  than  even  the  must 
skillful  of  our  home  observers.     Hear  what  they  say  of  it : 

It  is  noticeable  that  all  of  these  Generals  have  been  identified 
in  times  past  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  thus  they  all  claim 
to  be,  and  are,  Democrats  still :  not  of  the  class  which  surrenders 
to  the  enemy  abroad  in  arms  or  rebels  at  home  in  disguise. 
Democrats  who  scorn  alike  the  Montgomery  Constitution  and 
the  Chicago  Platform. 

Shall  we  maintain  these  gallant  men,  who  peril  life  in  defence 
of  democratic  institutions,  or  vote  for  those  who  stay  at  home  ? 

The  Army  and  the  Administration. 


"  Headqttartees  Armies  of  the  United  States  ) 
"  CuLPEPPEB  CouET-HousE,  May  1,  1864.         f 
"  The  President: — Tour  very  kind  letter  of  yosterday  is  just 
received.     The  confidence  you  express  for  the  future  and  satis- 
faction for  the  past  in  my  military  administration,  is  acknowl- 


edged  witli  prido.  It  shall  be  my  earnest  endeavor  that  you 
and  the  country  shall  not  be  disappointed.  From  my  first 
entrance  into  the  volunteer  service  of  the  country  to  the  ^^'''-'sent 
day,  I  have  never  hid  cause  ofi  complaint,  have  never  e.vpresse'l 
or  implied  a  complaimt  against  thi  Administration  or  thi  Secre- 
tary of  War,  for  throwing  any  embarrassment  in  the  wny  of  my 
vigorously  prosecuting  whit  appeared  to  he  my  dit'y.  Indeed, 
since  the  pro'ii!)tioa  which  placed  me  in  cO!unian;l  of  all  the 
armies,  and  in  view  of  the  great  responsibility  and  imp  )rl"ane3  of 
success,  I  have  been  astonished  at  the  readiness  with  which 
everything  asked  for  has  been  yielded,  without  even  an  expl  na- 
tion being  asked.  Should  my  success  be  less  thin  I  d.'siro  and 
expect,  the  least  I  can  say  is,  the  fault  is  not  with  you. 
"  Yerj  truly,  your  obedient  servaiir, 

"TJ.  S.  GRANT,  Lieut.-Geu." 


Gen.  Dix  at  Sandusky.— A  Serenade.— Spsech  of 
the  General. 


[From  the  SandusJcy  Register  of  Sept.  27.) 

It  being  noised  abroad  last  evenino-  that  Gen.  Dix  was  in 
the  city,  a  crowd  collected  at  the  West  House,  and  on  Colum- 
bus Avenue,  in  front  of  it.  The  Union  Band  of  Sandusky  re- 
paired to  the  house  and  played  several  airs,  wiien  the  crowd, 
which  was  by  this  time  very  large,  began  calling  for  "  Dix," 
"  Dix,"  when  he  came  out  u[)on  the  balcony  of  the  hotel,  and 
was  introduced  to  the  crowd  by  Capt.  Steiner  as  the  ra^n  who 
early  in  the  war  uttered  tliat  noble  sentiment — ''  If  any  man 
dares  pull  down  the  American  flag,  shoot  him  on  the  spot." 

He  was  received  with  three  loud  chears,  and  briefly  addressed 
the  people,  saying: 

"  FRLLow-CrrrzEN^s  :  I  atn  very  thankful  to  you  for  the  honor 
you  have  done  me.  As  I  arrived  here  late  to-night,  am  engaged 
in  public  business,  and  shall  depart  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  know  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  limit  what  I  have  to  say  to  a 
simple  acknowledgment  of  your  kindness  and  courtesy. 

"  I  will  say  one  word,  howo\^er,  on  the  subject  which  lies 
neai-est  the  heart  of  every  loyal  man — I  mean  the  rebellion.  It 
has  been  my  conviction  from  the  beginning  that  we  can  have  no 
honorable  peace  until  the  in-^urgent  armies  are  dispersed,  and 
the  leaders  of  tne  rebellion  are  exj)elled  from  the  country.  (Loud 
cheers.)  /  believe  that  a  cessation  of  hostilities  would  lead  in- 
evitably and  directly  to  a  recognition  of  the  insurgent  States  j 
and  when  1  say  this,  I  need  hardly  add  that  I  can  have  no  part 
in  any  political  movement  in  which  the  Chicago  platform  is  a 
basis,  (llenewed  cheering  and  applause.)  No,  fellow-citizens, 
the  only  hope  of  securing  an  honorable  peaee — a  peace  which 


shall  restore  the  Union  and  the  Constitution — lies  In  a  steady, 
persistent  and  nnremittinii;  prosecution  of  the  war  (great  ap- 
plause) ;  and  I  believe  the  judii;ment  of  every  right-thiidving  man 
will  soon  bring  him  to  this  conviction. 

"  With  these  few  remarks,  and  renewing  the  expression  of  my 
thanks  for  your  kindness,  I  bid  you  all  good-night." 


Speecli  of  General  Hooker  at  Brooklyn. 

LA.DIE3  AXD  Gen^tlemen  :  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am  entirely 
unprepared  for  this.  I  cannot  and  I  do  not  take  this  demonstra- 
tion, or  any  part  of  it,  to  myself.  I  am  not  worthy  of  this  re- 
ception. [Cheers  and  cries  of  "Yes,  you  are!  "]  I  am  no  more 
worthy  than  you.  We  are  all  in  the  same  boat.  You  have 
been  working  in  one  place,  and  I  have  been  working  in  another. 
Your  victories  are  as  dear  to  us  in  the  front  as  the  victories  in 
the  front  are  dear  to  you.  [Cheers.]  The  victories  of  last  Fall, 
(I  speak  from  a  full  knowledge)  were  hailed  with  as  much  joy 
and  as  much  enthusiasm  in  the  army  as  though  the  victories  had 
been  achieved  by  other  armies  than  the  one  which  I  belong  to — 
the  victory  of  Ohio  [Cheers.]  I  hope  that  I  may  hear  of  many 
more ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  next  November  we  will  see  one 
of  which  this  rebellion  has  furnished  no  parallel.  I  need  not 
tell  you  that  I  am  rejoiced  to  find  such  an  assemblage  here  to- 
night. It  shows  that  it  is  all  right  with  our  cause  and  our 
country,  [Applause.]  Nothing,  no  reverse,  no  misfortune  can 
befall  us  when  our  people  are  animated  by  the  feeling  which  is 
evinced  here  to  night.  [Great  applause.]  If  the  war  has  been 
prolonged,  it  has  not  been  from  our  weakness.  We  have  not 
put  forth  all  our  resources,  nor  all  our  energies,  although 
we  have  shown  and  employed  resources  which  have  amazed 
the  world.  The  North  has  not  yet  endeavored  to  crush 
this  rebellion  by  one  great  effort;  and  it  can  do  it  any  day. 
[Cheers.]  The  people  in  these  loyal  States — and  I  am  proud  to 
say  it — the  people  have  been  in  advance  of  the  authorities  in 
this  rebellion.  [Cheers.]  They  will  be  until  we  reach  the  end, 
and  the  end  is  not  remote.  [Great  cheering.]  I  am  rejoiced  to 
meet  you  to-night,  and  to  meet  j^ou  under  such  auspices.  Tidings, 
glorious  tidings,  reach  us  from  all  of  the  armies.  The  work  goes 
bravely  on  there.  [Great  applause.]  There  are  no  Copperheads 
in  th'i  army  [Cheers.]  They  will  fight  well,  and  they  will 
vote  well.  [Cheers.]  More  devotion,  more  loyalty,  never  ani- 
mated the  hearts  and  the  hands  of  men  more  brave.  I  thank 
you  most  sincei-ely  for  the  kindness  with  which  you  have  re- 
ceived me  to-night.  1  feel  that  I  am  unworthy  of  it.  [Cries  of 
"No!  no!"  and  great  cheering.]  In  my  humble  capacity  I 
h  ave  never  failed  to  do  my  duty,  and  I  never  shall.  [Cheers.] 
I  wish  you  good  night.     [Great  and  long-continued  cheering.] 


A  Patriotic  Letter  from  General  Sickles. 

General  Sickles,  wlio  in  other  times  was  one  of  the  foremost 
of  the  democratic  leaders  in  this  city,  has  written  the  following 
letter,  which  will,  no  doubt,  cause  the  McClellan  and  Pendleton 
men  to  denounce  him,  as  they  did  General  Logan  lately,  as  "  an 
abolitionist " : 

New  York,  Sept.  29,  1864. 

"Dear  SIr:  Your  inquiry  made  on  behalf  of  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  Congressional  Convention  for  the  Ninth  Dis- 
trict, whether  I  would  accept  a  nomination  for  Congress,  has 
received  the  respectful  attention  due  to  the  patriotic  source  from 
which  the  suggestion  emanated.  In  declining  the  use  of  my 
name  as  a  candidate  for  this  high  trust,  I  only  adhere  to  a  reso- 
lotion  formed  when  I  entered  the  military  service,  to  retire  alto- 
gether from  lyolitiGS  while  holding  a  commission  in  the  army. 
This  determination,  with  other  considerations,  had  already  con- 
strained me,  during  the  present  canvass,  to  decline  a  similar 
request  made  by  a  number  of  my  old  and  esteemed  constituents 
in  the  Fourth  District,  who  desired  to  present  my  name  to  the 
Democratic  Convention.  I  yield  to  no  citizen  or  soldier  in  my 
solicitude  for  the  honorable  termination  of  the  war.  The  war 
was  deliberately  begun  by  the  rebels^  and  is  persistently  waged  by 
them  to  divide  and  conquer  the  Union.  It  is  not  so  strange  that 
our  enemies  should  find  allies  among  European  antagonists  of 
free  institutions,  but  it  will  never  cease  to  be  a  matter  of  humili- 
ation and  wonder  that  our  own  people  could  be  seriously  divided 
upon  the  question  of  submission  or  resistance.  Let  who  loill  be 
for  submtssio7i,  I  am  for  resistance  as  long  as  we  have  a  battalion 
and  a  battle-field  left. 

"  Until  the  Constitution  and  laws  are  vindicated  in  their 
supremacy  throughout  the  land,  the  government  should  be  con- 
fided to  no  hands  that  will  hesitate  to  employ  all  the  power  of 
the  nation  to  put  down  rebellion.  The  resources  of  the  insur- 
gents are  already  so  far  exhausted  that  they  will  give  up  the 
struggle  as  soon  as  a  majority  of  the  people  at  the  ballot-box, 
seconding  the  martial  summons  of  Farragut  and  Grant,  demand 
the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  enemy. 

"  Peace  so  won,  through  the  noble  aspirations  of  the  people, 
will  exalt  the  national  character,  and  challenge  the  homage  of 
all  who  honor  patriotism  and  valor.  Peace  imposed  upon  us  by 
an  audacious  and  arrogant  foe,  who  would  owe  his  triumph,  not 
to  the  superiority  of  his  arms,  but  to  a  degenerate  population, 
unworthy  of  their  lineage  and  forgetful  of  their  traditions,  could 
only  last  until  the  contempt  of  mankind  evoked  from  our  shame 
enough  manhood  to  renew  the  struggle. 

"  Very  respectfully, 
"  DANIEL  E.  SICKLES,  Major-General. 
"  Homer  Franklin,  Esq." 
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Bow  General  Sherman  proclaimed  Peace  at  %ltlanf4ii. 


Hoiv  General  JflcVall  pronounced  for  Peace  in 
Pe  n  nsyl  va  nia. 


Who  knows  most  about  tlie  Kebellion  ?  Politicians,  wlio  have 
lived  at  home,  outside  of  the  reach  of  its  cannon — or  Generals 
who  have  been  turning  its  flank  all  summer?  Read  tlie  Chicago 
oiitrage  and  then  listen  to  Generals  who  are  further  inside  of  the 
Rebel  lines,  than  the  Chicago  politicians  were  outside  of  tl.ein, 
and  judge  between  the  two. 

All  of  these  gallant  soldiers  hate  War  and  love  Peace.  They 
know  something  of  both.  Yet  not  one  is  willing  to  give  up  by 
disgraceful  surrender,  the  glories  and  the  honor,  wliich  have  cost 
so  much  blood  and  treasure  ;  all  they  ask  of  us,  is,  to  see  to  it, 
that  there  is  no  fire  in  the  rear ;  they  will  take  care  of  the  Re- 
bellion in  the  front. 


Lietter  of  General  Slicrmaii  to  the  People  of  Atlanta. 


On  the  11th  inst.  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  xitlanta  addressed 
an  elaborate  letter  to  General  Sherman,  requesting  a  revocation 


or  modification  of  his  order  for  the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city.     General  Sherman  replied  as  foUowB  : 

"Headquarteks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  ) 

m  THE  Field,  > 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  12,  1864.      ) 

"James  M.  Calhoun,  Mayor,  E.  E.  Bawson,  and  S.  C.  Wells, 
rejpTesenting  City  Council  of  A  tlanta  : 
''Gentlemen  :  I  have  yonr  letter  of  the  11th,  in  tlie  nature  of 
a  petition  to  revoke  my  orders  removing  all  the  inhabitants  from 
Atlanta.  I  have  read  it  carefully,  and  give  full  credit  to  your 
statements  of  the  distress  that  •will  be  occasioned  by  it,  and  yet 
shall  not  revoke  my  order,  simply  because  my  orders  are  not  de- 
signed to  meet  the  humanities  of  the  case,  but  to  prepare  for  the 
future  struggles  in  which  millions,  yea  hundreds  of^  millions  of 

food  people  outside  of  Atlanta  have  a  deep  interest.  We  must 
ave  peace,  not  only  at  Atlanta,  but  in  all  America.  To  secure 
this  we  must  stop  the  war  that  now  desolates  our  once  happy  and 
favored  country.  To  stop  war  we  must  defeat  the  rebel  armies 
that  are  arrayed  against  the  laws  and  constitution,  which  all 
must  respect  and  obey.  To  defeat  these  armies  we  must  pre- 
pare the  way  to  reach  them  in  their  recesses,  provided  with  the 
arms  and  instruments  which  enable  us  to  accomplish  our  pur- 
pose. 

"Now,  I  know  the  vindictive  nature  of  our  enemy,  and  that 
we  may  have  many  years  of  military  operations  from  this 
quarter,  and  therefore  deem  it  wise  and  prudent  to  prepare  in 
time.  The  use  of  Atlanta  for  warlike  purposes  is  inconsistent 
with  its  character  as  a  home  for  families.  There  will  be  no 
manufactures,  commerce  or  agriculture  here  for  the  maintenance 
of  families,  and  sooner  or  later  want  will  compel  the  inhabitant  to 
go.  Why  not  go  now,  when  all  the  arrangements  are  completed  for 
the  transfer,  instead  of  waiting  till  the  plunging  shot  of  contending 
armies  will  renew  the  scenes  of  the  past  month  ?  Of  course  I  do 
not  apprehend  any  such  thing  at  this  moment,  but  you  do  not 
suppose  that  this  army  will  be  here  till  the  war  is  over.  1  can- 
not discuss  this  subject  with  you  fairly,  because  I  cannot  impart 
to  you  what  I  propose  to  do,  but  I  assert  that  my  military  plans 
make  it  necessary  for  the  inhabitants  to  go  away,  and  I  can  only 
renew  my  offer  of  services  to  make  their  exodus  in  any  direction 
as  easy  and  comfortable  as  possible.  You  cannot  qualify  war  in 
harsher  terms  tlian  I  will. 

"  War  is  cruelty,  and  you  cannot  refine  it ;  and  those  who 
brought  war  on  our  country  deserve  all  the  curses  and  male- 
dictions a  people  can  pour  out.  I  know  I  had  no  hand  in  mak- 
ing this  war,  and  I  know  I  will  make  more  sacrifices  than  any  of 
you  to  secure  peace.  But  you  cannot  have  peace  and  a  division 
of  our  country.  If  the  United  States  submits  to  a  division  now, 
it  will  not  stop,  but  will  go  on  till  we  reap  the  fate  of  Mexico, 


whicli  is  eternal  war.  The  United  States  does  and  must  assert 
its  authority  wherever  it  has  power  ;  if  it  relaxes  one  bit  to  pres- 
sure it  is  irone,  and  I  know  that  such  is  not  the  national  feeling. 
This  feeling  assumes  various  shaj^es,  but  always  comes  back  to 
that  of  Union.  Once  admit  the  Union,  once  more  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  national  government,  and  instead  of  devot- 
ing your  houses  and  streets  and  roads  to  the  dread  uses  of  war, 
I,  and  this  army,  beconie  at  once  your  protectors  and  supporters, 
shielding  you  from  danger,  let  it  come  from  what  quarter  it  may. 
I  know  that  a  few  individuals  cannot  resist  a  torrent  of  error 
and  passion  such  as  has  swept  the  South  into  rebellion  ;  but  you 
can  point  out,  so  that  we  may  know  those  who  desire  a  govern- 
ment and  those  who  insist  on  war  and  its  desolation. 

"  Yon  might  as  well  appeal  against  the  thunder-storm  as 
against  these  terrible  hardships  of  war.  They  are  inevitable, 
and  the  only  way  the  people  of  Atlanta  can  hope  once  more  to 
live  in  peace  and  quiet  at  home  is  to  stop  this  war,  which  can 
alone  be  done  by  admitting  that  it  began  in  error  and  is  per- 
petuated in  pride.  We  don't  want  your  negroes  or  your  horses, 
or  your  houses,  or  your  land,  or  anything  you  have,  but  we  do 
want  and  will  have  a  just  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  That  w^e  will  have,  and  if  it  involves  the  destruction  of 
your  improvements,  we  cannot  help  it.  You  have  heretofore 
read  public  sentiment  in  your  newspapers,  that  live  by  falsehood 
and  excitement,  and  the  quicker  you  seek  for  truth  in  other 
quarters  the  better  for  you. 

"  I  repeat,  then,  that  by  the  original  compact  of  government, 
the  United  States  had  certain  rights  in  Georgia  which  have 
never  been  relinquished,  and  never  will  be  ;  that  the  South  be- 
gan war  by  seizing  forts,  arsenals,  mints,  custom-houses,  &c.,  &c. 
long  before  Mr.  Lincoln  was  installed,  and  before  the  South 
had  one  jot  or  tittle  of  provocation.  I  myself  have  seen  in  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky,  Tennesse  and  Mississippi,  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  women  and  childern  fleeing  from  your  armies  and  des- 
peradoes, hungry  and  with  bleeding  feet.  In  Memphis,  Vicks- 
burg  and  Mississippi  we  fed  thousands  upon  thousands  of  the 
families  of  rebel  soldiers  left  on  our  hands,  and  whom  we  could 
not  see  starve.  Now  that  war  comes  home  to  you,  you  feel  very 
different — you  deprecate  its  horrors,  but  did  not  feel  them  when 
you  sent  car-loads  of  soldiers  and  ammunition,  and  moulded 
shell  and  shot  to  carry  war  into  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and 
desolate  the  homes  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  good  people, 
who  only  asked  to  live  in  peace  at  their  old  homes,  and  under 
the  government  of  their  inheritance.  But  these  comparisons  are 
idle.  I  want  peace,  and  believe  it  can  only  be  reached  through 
Union  and  wak,  and  I  will  ever  conduct  war  purely  with  a  view 
to  perfect  and  early  success. 

"But,  my  dear  sirs,  when  that  peace  does  come,  you  may  call 


on  me  for  anytliins^.  Then  will  I  share  with  yon  the  last  crack- 
er, and  watch  with  yon  to  shield  yonr  homes  aiid  families  against 
dano;cr  from  every  qnarter.  Now,  yon  mnst  go,  and  talce  witli 
yon  the  old  and  feeble;  feed  and  nnrse  them,  and  build  for  them 
in  more  qniet  places  proper  habitations  to  shield  them  against  the 
weather,  until  the  mad  passions  of  men  cool  down,  and  allow 
the  Union  and  peace  once  more  to  settle  on  your  old  homes  at 
Atlanta. 

"  Yours,  in  haste, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  GeneralP 

General  McCall  on  the  War  and  tlie  Election. 

The  following  letter  from    General  McCall   was  rend  at  a 
Union  meeting  in  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  on  Saturday: 

Belair,  September  30,  1864. 
'■^Messrfi.  W.  E.  Barler,  W.  P.  Marshall  avd  others^  ccminittee: 
Gentlemen  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
inviting  me  '  to  preside  over  a  mass  meeting  of  the  loyal  citizens 
of  Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery  Counties,  to  be  held  at 
the  Agricultural  Fair  Grounds,  on  Saturday  next,  the  1st  of 
October.'  Although  I  am  constrained  to  decline  the  honor  you 
have  thus  intended  to  convey,  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  occasion 
to  express  to  you  my  views  with  respect  to  the  great  question 
(the  conduct  of  the  war)  now  before  our  country,  and  soon  to  be 
decided  at  the  coming  Presidential  Election,  which  views  in  the 
main  have  never,  under  any  circumstances,  undergone  a  change. 
No  one  deplored  more  than  myself  the  stern  necessity  which  le- 
quired  the  Northern  states  to  take  up  arms  to  quell  the  rebellion 
of  the  South,  yet  no  one  more  than  myself  felt  the  necessity  of 
rousing  and  exerting  all  the  energies  of  the  country  to  this  end. 
One  of  two  things  then  stared  us  in  the  face :  either  the  positive 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
or  the  utter  or  irretrievable  loss  of  position  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  and  the  entailment  on  our  children  of  an  everlasting 
disagreement,  contention  and  war,  with  the  southern  people.  I 
now  believe,  as  I  ever  have  believed,  that  if  the  Union  is  worth 
preserving,  it  is  worth  the  prosecution  of  the  war  to  a  successful 
conclusion.  AVith  regard  to  the  conduct  of  this  war,  I  cannot 
say  that  I  have  approved  or  would  now  endorse  all  the  measures 
of  the  present  administration  ;  Ijut  1  regard  any  administration 
that  will  energetically  ^prosecute  the  war  as ])re;ferable  to  one  that 
is  in  favor  of  an  armistice  and  a  convocation  of  the  states — until 
the  states  <ff  rebellion  have  laid  down  their  arms. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  A.  McCALL." 
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LETTERS  OF  LOYAL  SOLDIERS. 


How  Douglas  Democrats  will  Vote. 


Letters  of  Generals  Wool  &  Logan. 


General  W*ool  upon  .WcCUUan  Sf  the  Chicago  Platrorm,. 

Gen.  "Wool  has  written  a  letter  to  Hon.  J.  A.  Griswold,  of 
Troy,  -which  conclndes  thus  : 

"  With  the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  President  and  his 
Cabinet,  having  the  control  of  all  the  resources  at  their  disposal, 
with  a  '  splendid  army  '  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
strong,  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  the  goal  was 
within  the  reach  of  General  McOlellan,  but  he  knew  not  how  to 
grasp  it.  He  possessed  '  the  sword  of  Scanderberg.  but  could  not 
wield  it'  He  neither  comprehended  the  value  of  time,  nor  the 
advantages  of  prompt  action  and  celerity  of  movement.  His 
encamping  in  the  Bwamps  of  the  river  "Warwick,  and  the  mud  in 
front  of  Yorktown,  for  a  month  besieging  the  place,  permitting 
its  rebel  garrison  to  be  increased  from  nine  thousand  to  over 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  as  he  represented,  (the 
rebels  say  only  seventy-five  thousand,)  and  then  allowing  them 
to  escape  from  Yorktown  unobserved,  was  no  less  fatal  to  him 
as  a  commander  than  the  result  was  disastrous  to  his  army — at 
the  same  time  it  disappointed  and  depressed  the  hopes  of  every 
patriot  throughout  the  Union.  "With  advantages  that  few  gene- 
rals ever  possessed,  he  signally  failed. 

Gen.  McOlellan  expects  to  be  President  under  the  convention 
whose  leaders  sympathize  with  the  Southern  rebels,  and  whose 
platform  was  dictated  by  traitors  calling  themselves  Democrats. 


His  friends  say  lie  repudiated  the  platform  in  his  letter  of  accept- 
ance. Can  any  one  doubt,  if  the  leaders  succeed  in  electing 
him,  no  matter  what  he  may  have  said  in  that  letter,  that  he  will 
be  governed  by  the  Chicago  platform  ?  It  appears  by  the  New 
York  Daily  News^  the  organ  of  the  Peace  men,  that  the  plat- 
form 10 as  approved  hy  the  U-eneral  two  months  hefore  the  conven- 
tion met  at  Chicago.  The  editor  says  :  "  Early  in  July  last — we 
have  it  upon  the  authority  of  a  delegate  from  Indiana  ,who  was 
selected  by  the  delegation  from  his  State  to  act  as  one  of  the 
committee  to  inform  the  candidates  of  the  action  of  the  conven- 
tion— the  platform,  with  its  peace  planks,  almost  word  for  word 
as  adopted,  was  presented  to  General  McClellan,  aoid  was  hy 
hitn  approved  hoth  in  its  letter  and  spirit.^^  Under  such 
circumstances,  coming  from  the  source  it  does,  the  truth  of  the 
statement  cannot  be  doubted.  The  General  is  hound  hy  his 
plighted  faith  to  he  governed  hy  the  platform  should  he  he  elected. 
To  violate  it,  he  would  exhibit  more  courage  than  most  men 
possess. 

Allow  me  to  ask,  is  there  a  Democrat  who  voted  for  Senator 
Douglas  for  President,  that  will  vote  for  any  candidate  who  ac- 
cepts a  nomination  from  a  convention  that  sympathizes  with  the 
rebels,  and  which  was  dictated  to  by  Southern  traitors  in  the 
formation  of  its  platform  ?  I  hope  there  is  not  one.  Although 
Douglas  was  defeated  in  his  election  by  the  Southern  De- 
mocracy, and  a  few  Demorats  in  the  North  who  co-operated  with 
them,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  declare  his  attachment  to  the 
Union  and  his  readiness  to  sacrifice  all  he  possessed,  with  life 
itself,  if  need  be,  to  protect  and  defend  the  Republic  in  its  unity 
and  integrity. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  simply  remark  that  I  belong  to  no  party, 
whether  Democrat,  Whig,  Republican,  or  any  other,  that  is  not 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  without 
compromise  or  lines  of  demarcation,  and  which  is  not  in  favor  of 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  until  the  rebels  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  are  willing  to  submit  to  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL. 


Why  General  John  A.  Logan  supports  Lincoln 
and  Johnson. 

That  gallant  and  successful  soldier,  Major-General  John  A. 
Logan,  who  has  been  claimed  by  the  Democrats  as  a  supporter 


of  the  Chicago  Platform  and  the  peace-at-any-price  candidates, 
made  a  grand  Union  speech  at  Carbondale,  Illinois,  on  the  1st 
inst.,  in  which  he  lashed  the  copperheads  with  just  severity.  We 
make  the  following  eloquent  extract: 

I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  when  you  sec  men  coming  home  from 
the  army,  it  makes  no  difference  what  their  politics  may  have 
been,  if  they  have  been  honest,  true  and  faithful  men,  you  find 
that  they  would  suffer  their  tongues  to  be  torn  out  by  the  roots 
before  they  would  lisp  a  word  in  behalf  of  that  Chicago  Platform 
or  the  men  who  made  it.  They  can  not  and  will  not  do  it. 

I  used  to  be  a  follower  of  the  illustrious  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
They  called  me  a  Douglas  worshiper.  I  believe  many  others 
thought  as  much  of  Douglas  as  I  did.  If  that  great  and  good 
man  were  alive  today,  and  I  wish  he  were,  he  would  stand  on 
this  "War  and  Union  Platform  side  by  side  with  me,  and  advo- 
cate the  same  measures  that  I  do.  Listen  to  what  he  said  in  the 
last  letter  he  ever  wrote.  It  was  a  letter  to  Yirgil  Hickox, 
Chairman  of  the  State  Democratic  Central  Committee.  Yirgil 
was  looking  around,  not  knowing  exactly  what  he  ought  to  do. 
Douglas  wrote: 

"All  hope  of  compromise  with  the  Cotton  States  was  abandon- 
ed when  they  assumed  the  position  that  the  separation  of  the 
Union  was  complete  and  final,  and  that  they  would  never  con- 
sent to  a  reconstruction  in  any  contingency — ^not  even  if  we 
should  furnish  them  with  a  blank  sheet  of  paper,  and  permit 
them  to  inscribe  their  own  terms. 

"•I  know  of  no  mode  in  which  a  loyal  citizen  may  so  well  de- 
monstrate his  devotion  to  his  country  as  by  sustaining  the  Con- 
stitution, the  flag  and  the  Union,  under  all  circumstances  and 
every  administration,  regardless  of  party  politics,  against  all  as- 
sailants at  home  aud  abroad." 

That  was  the  Douglas  doctrine  just  before  he  died.  It  would 
be  his  doctrine  to-day  if  he  were  alive.  It  is  ray  doctrine  to- 
day, and  has  been  all  along,  and  I  intend  to  stand  by  it  to 
the  last.     [Applause.] 

This,  then,  is  all  that  I  care  about  saying  in  reference  to  these 
party  platforms,  or  in  reference  to  the  candidates  So  far  as  Mr. 
Lincoln  is  ci)ncerned,  I  know  this.  There  were  a  great  many 
people  in  this  country  who  opposed  him  four  years  ago.  I 
know  I  did  it  just  as  heartily  as  any  other  man  in  the  country. 
If  any  man  had  told  me  four  years  ago,  that  I  would  ever  make 
a  speech  in  favor  of  his  election,  I  would  have  told  him  it 
was  not  so,   and  you  could  have  proved  it. 


4 

Indignant  Copperhead  in  the  crowd — "I  think  I  could." 

General  Logan — But  you  couldn't  do  it  now.  [Laughter.] 
But  when  I  find  the  leaders  of  the  party  I  acted  with  betraying 
the  tru8t  the  people  reposed  in  them,  when  I  find  them  repudi- 
ating the  doctrine  of  Jackson,  who  was  for  hanging  traitors  to 
the  highest  tree  he  could  find,  and  for  preserving  the  Union  at 
all  hazards,  either  with  blood  or  without  it ;  when  I  find  them 
leaving  behind  them  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  party, 
renouncing  their  allegiance  to  their  God,  their  country  and  our 
flag,  I  am  not  compelled  to  follow  you  any  further,  I  cannot  go 
with  you  into  the  precincts  of  treason  and  disloyalty. 

Mr.  Lincoln  stands,  I  say,  upon  the  tnie  Union  platform,  and, 
therefore,  I  am  for  him. 

I  believe  he  has  endeavored  to  sustain  the  Government  hon- 
estly and  faithfully.  Although  he  may  not  have  acted  just  to 
suit  my  views  in  some  particulars,  that  shall  make  no  difibrence. 

Andrew  Johnson  I  believe  to  be  equally  honest  and  faithful. 
I  have  but  one  choice  to  make  between  the  Constitution,  the 
Union  and  its  heroes,  on  one  side,  and  their  defamers,  on  the 
other;  I  will  act  with  no  party  who  is  not  for  my  country,  and 
must  refuse  my  support  to  the  nominees  of  the  Chicago  Con- 
vention.    [Applause.] 

A  Soldier  on  the  Chicago  Platform. 

City  Point,  September  6,  1864. 

When  I  first  read  the  platform  of  the  Chicago  Convention  I 
felt  as  if  I  could  whip  every  enemy  the  country  had,  and  if  I 
had  been  put  in  action  the  next  minute  I  doubt  very  much  if 
I  would  have  shown  a  particle  of  quarter  whatever. 

Only  to  think  of  a  cowardly  sot  of  villians  and  traitors  gather- 
ing together  and  making  proposals  of  peace  with  a  gang  of  out- 
laws, when  any  man  of  common  sense  and  courage  (which  I  sup- 
pose this  convention  never  heard  of)  can  see  that  they  are  about 
giving  up  the  contest,  knowing  themselves  that  they  are  beaten 
as  badly  as  any  people  ever  was  in  the  whole  world.  I  don't 
believe  there  is  a  soldier  in  the  army  willing  to  abide  by  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  unless  it  may  be  a  few  bounty  jumpers,  and 
I  don't  call  them  friends  to  the  cause,  nor  even  men,  much  less 
soldiers.  If  I  had  my  way,  Jeff.  Davis  would  have  to  call  for 
peace  twice,  at  least,  before  I  would  listen  to  him,  and  then  I 
would  answer,  "Peace  and  pardon  to  all  except  Jeff.  Davis,  and 
hemp  for  him  and  for  all  others  who  are  tound  bearing  arms 
against  the  Government  ten  days  after  the  issue  of  the  pro- 
clamation." G.  F. 
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LETTER  OF  GEMRAL  DIX, 

His  Opinion  of  the  Chicago  Platform. 


The  following  letter,  from  General  Dix,  was  addreesed  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Union  mass  meeting,  held  in  Independence 

square,  in  Philadelphia,  on  Saturday : 

"  New  Yoke,  October  6,  1864. 

"  GKBiTLEiiEir :  I  have  received  your  invitation  to  address  the 
mass  meeting  to  be  held  in  Independence  Square,  on  Saturday. 
The  duties  incident  to  the  active  command  of  a  military  de- 
partment render  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend  public  meetings, 
or  make  political  speeches  ;  but  I  accede  with  pleasure  to  your 
request  to  write  you  a  letter. 

"  There  is  but  one  question  before  this  country  in  the  ap- 
proaching canvass.  Shall  we  prosecute  the  war  with  unabated 
vigor  until  the  rebel  forces  lay  down  their  arms ;  or  shall  we, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  make  '  imme- 
diate efforts'  for  'a  cessation  of  hostilities,'  with  a  view  to  an 
ultimate  convention  of  all  the  States,  &c. 

"  Believing  that  the  latter  measure,  for  whatever  purpose 
adopted,  would  lead  inevitably  to  a  recognition  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  insurgent  States;  and  believing,  moreover,  that 
true  policy,  as  well  as  true  mercy,  alwa3's  demands,  in  the  un- 
happy exigencies  of  war,  a  steady  and  unwavering  application  of 
all  the  means  and  all  the  energies  at  command,  until  the  object 
of  the  war  is  accomplished,  I  shall  oppose  the  measure  in  every 
form  in  which  opposition  is  likely  to  be  etfective.    m-'Io  o 

"  General  McClellan,  the  candidate  of  the  Chicago  Convention, 
by  force  of  his  position,  must  be  deemed  to  approve  all  the  de- 
clarations with  which  he  was  presented  to  the  country,  unless  he 
distinctly  disavows  them.  Unfoi-tunately  he  is  silent  on  the  only 
question  in  regard  to  which  the  people  cared  he  should 
speak.  He  does  not  say  whether  lie  is  in  favor  of  a  cessation 
of  hostilities — the  measure  announced  by  those  who  nominated 
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hiua  as  the  basis  for  action  in  case  of  his  election — or  wliether  he 
is  opposed  to  it.  He  does  not  meet  the  question  with  manly 
frankness,  as  I  am  confident  he  would  have  done  if  he  had  taken 
counsel  of  his  own  instincts,  instead  of  yielding  to  the  subtle 
suggestions  of  politicians.  The  Chicago  Convention  presented  a 
distinct  issue  to  the  people.  As  the  nominee  of  the  Convention 
he  was  bound  to  accept  or  repudiate  it.  He  has  done  neither ; 
and  whatever  inference  may  be  drawn  from  his  silence,  either 
the  war  democrats  or  the  peace  democrats  must  be  deceived. 

"  In  calling  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  members  of  the 
Chicago  Convention  have,  in  my  judgment,  totally  misrepre- 
sented the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  great  body  of  the  demo- 
cracy. The  policy  produced  in  its  name  makes  it — so  far  as 
such  a  declaration  can — what  it  has  never  been  before,  a  peace 
party,  degrading  it  from  the  eminence  on  which  it  has  stood  in 
every  other  national  conflict.  In  this  injustice  to  the  country, 
and  to  a  great  party  identified  with  all  that  is  honorable  in  our 
history,  I  can  have  no  part.  I  can  only  mourn  over  the  reproach 
which  has  been  brought  upon  it  by  its  leaders,  and  cherish  the 
hope  that  it  may  hereafter,  under  the  auspices  of  better  counsel- 
lors, resume  its  ancient,  efi'ective  and  benificent  influence  on  the 
administration  of  the  Government. 

"  Does  any  one  doubt  as  to  the  true  cause  of  our  national 
calamities  ?  I  believe  it  to  be  found  in  the  management  of  the 
leaders  of  both  the  principal  political  parties  during  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century. 

In  1840,  the  great  men  of  the  Whig  party — Webster,  Clay, 
and  others — men  of  universally  acknowledged  ability  and  long 
experience  in  civil  life — were  thrust  aside,  and  General  Harrison, 
a  man  of  moderate  capacity,  was  selected  as  its  candidate  for 
the  Presidency.  The  principle  of  availability,  as  it  was  termed, 
was  adopted  as  the  rule  of  selection,  and  the  question  of  fitness 
became  obselete.  The  concern  was  to  know,  not  who  was  best 
qualified  to  administer  the  government,  but  who,  from  his  com- 
parative obscurity,  would  be  least  likely  to  provoke  embittered 
opposition.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  system  of  demoralization 
which  has  ended  in  the  present  distracted  condition  of  the 
country.  It  reversed  all  the  conservative  principles  of  humane 
action  by  proscribing  talent  and  experience,  and  crowning  medi- 
ocrity with  the  highest  honors  of  the  republic.  In  1844,  the 
democratic  party  followed  the  successful  example  of  its  oppo- 
nents in  1840.     It  put  aside  Van  Burcn,  Cass,  Marcy,  and  its 


other  eminent  statesmen,  and  brought  forward  Mr.  Polk — a  man 
of  merely  ordinary  ability.  Parties  which  have  neither  the 
courage  nor  tlie  virtue  to  stand  by  their  greatest  and  best  men 
soon  fall  into  hopeless  demoralization.  This  system  of  retro- 
gradation  in  all  that  is  manly  and  just,  has  continued,  with  two 
or  three  abortive  efforts  at  reaction,  for  twenty-four  years. 
It  has  driven  pre-eminent  talent  out  of  the  paths  which  lead  to 
the  highest  political  distinction  ;  and  multitudes,  with  a  simpli- 
city which  would  be  ludicrous,  were  it  not  so  deplorable,  ask 
what  is  become  of  our  great  men.  The  inquiry  is  easil}^ 
answered.  They  are  in  the  learned  professions — in  science,  lite- 
rature and  art,  and  in  the  numberless  fields  of  intellectual  exer- 
tion which  are  opened  hj  the  wants  of  a  great  country  in  a  rapid 
career  of  developement.  The  intellect  of  the  country  is  neither 
diminished  in  the  aggregate,  nor  dwarfed  in  its  individual  pro- 
portions. The  political  market,  like  the  commercial,  under  the 
influence  of  the  inflexible  law  of  demand  and  supply,  is  furnished 
wiili  the  kind  of  material  it  requires.  It  calls  for  mediocrity 
and  it  gets  nothing  bQ.tter.  The  highest  talent  goes  where  it  is 
a  passport  to  the  highest  rewards.  It  withdraws  from  a  field  in 
which  the  chance  of  accession  to  the  fii'st  civic  honor  is  in 
an  inverse  ratio  of  eminence  and  qualifications. 

"  Thus,  under  the  rule  of  the  inferior  intellects,  which  party 
management  has  elevated  to  the  conduct  of  the  public  affairs, 
the  peace,  the  prosperity,  and  the  high  character  of  the  country 
have  gone  down. 

"  If  the  great  men  of  the  republic  had  controlled  the  policy 
and  action  of  the  Government  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century,  we  should  have  had  no  rebellion.  Distraction  within 
invites  agression  from  without;  and  we  are  enduring  the  humi- 
liation of  seeing  a  monarchy  established  in  contact  with  our 
southern  boundary  by  one  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  in 
contempt  of  our  repeated  protestations;  and  another  of  these 
powers  permitting  rebel  cruisers  to  be  armed  in  her  ports  to 
depredate  on  our  commerce. 

"  Under  such  a  system  of  political  management  no  government 
can  last  long.  I  know  it  is  not  easy  to  change  what  such  a  lapse 
of  time  has  fastened  upon  us.  Politicians  have  the  strongest 
interest  in  placing  in  the  chair  of  state  feeble  men,  whom  they 
can  control,  instead  of  men  of  self-sustaining  power,  to  whom 
they  would  be  mere  subordinates  and  auxiliaries.  But  the  time 
will  come — it  may  not  be  far  distant — when  the  people,  tired  of 


voting  for  men  of  inferior  capacity,  thrust  upon  them  through 
the  machinery  of  conventions,  (in  which  they  hare  no  voice),  will 
rise  in  their  majesty,  and  place  the  conduct  of  their  affairs  in 
more  capable  hands.  If  such  a  change  is  not  speedily  effected, 
it  is  my  firm  belief  that  our  republican  institutions  will  fall  to 
pieces,  and  an  arbitrary  government  rise  upon  their  ruins ;  for, 
unless  the  testimony  of  all  history  is  to  be  discarded,  no  political 
system  can  be  upheld  except  by  giving  to  its  administration  the 
benefit  of  tlie  very  higliest  talent  and  the  largest  experience. 

"Till  this  reform  sliall  come,  my  advice  to  the  great  body  of 
the  people  is,  to  hold  fast  to  their  traditionary  principles  and 
good  name,  by  giving  an  eai-nest  support  to  the  war,  and  to 
scan  with  the  severest  scrutiny  the  conduct  of  those  who  control 
party  movements.  Many  of  the  men  who  are  most  prominent 
in  conventions  have  personal  interest  to  subserve.  Even-those 
who  are  comparatively  disinterested  are  not  always  the  safest 
advisers.  They  have  lived  so  long  in  the  turbid  atmosphere  of 
party  excitement  and  pai*ty  traffic,  that  they  have  contracted 
morbid  habits  of  thought  and  action,  which,  like  chronic  diseases 
in  the  human  system,  it  is  hard  to  alleviate  and  still  harder  to 
cure.  Tlie  only  hope  left  to  us  lies  in  the  patriotism  and  dis- 
interestedness of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  all  parties,  who 
are  facing  the  enemies  of  their  country  on  the  battle-field  with  a 
heroism  unsurpassed  in  any  age,  or  who  at  home,  amid  the  pre- 
vailing tumult  or  disorder,  are  working  out,  in  the  quiet  pursuit 
of  their  varied  occupations,  the  momentous  problem  of  the  pub- 
lic prosperity  ajad  safety.  When  they  shall  send  out,  fresh  from 
their  own  ranks,  new  men  to  consult  together  for  the  salvation  of 
all  that  is  most  precious  in  government  and  society,  there  will  be 
cause  for  hope  and  faith  in  our  redemption  from  impending  evils 
and  dangers ;  bearing,  in  the  meantime,  as  well  as  we  can,  the 
heavy  burdens  which  have  been  cast  upon  us  by  a  quarter  of  a 
century  of  political  mismanagement  and  public  misrule. 

•'It  is  time  the  people  should  understand  these  truths.  No  one 
perhaps,  can  tell  tliem  with  more  propriety  than  myself,  having 
been,  much  of  the  period  referred  to,  in  public  life,  fruitlessly 
contending  against  party  contrivances  which  hare  involved  the 
country  in  all  the  evik  of  civil  strife. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 

"James  H.  Obme,  CkairTnan,  dtc, 

"Cadwallader  Biddle,  Secretary.^^ 
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THE  DODGES  OP  MR.  PENDLETON, 

CHICAGO  CANDIDATE  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT. 


[From  the  Evening  Post  of  Oct.  6,  1864.] 


The  McClellan  journals  have  made  a  discovery  about  Mr. 
Pendleton.  Thej  triumphantly  assure  the  public  that  he  did 
not  vote  against  several  decided  war  measures.  This  is  true ; 
but  neither  did  he  vote  for  them ;  he  "  dodged."  That  is  to 
say,  he  ran  into  the  cloak-room  or  walked  out  of  the  chamber 
when  the  clerk  began  to  call  the  roll,  and  remained  away  until 
the  vote  was  decided. 

He  was  the  most  notorious  "  dodger "  in  the  House ;  and 
earned  the  reputation  there  of  keeping  such  a  constant  eye  upon 
the  means  of  speedy  retreat  to  the  cloak-room,  that  there  was  not 
the  slio-htest  dano-er  of  his  communications  with  this  base  beinsr 
cut  or  interrupted.  We  have  already  given  a  pretty  full  sum- 
tnary  of  his  votes,  with  passages  from  his  disunion  speeches. 
We  had  not  space,  at  that  time,  to  mention  also  the  occasions 
when  he  "dodged."  A  few  of  these  we  present  below  to-day. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  cloak-room  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives was  as  useful  to  Mr.  Pendleton  as  the  gunboat  Galena 
was  to  his  colleague  on  the  Chicago  ticket.  General  McClellan. 

July  15,  1861,  Mr.  McClernand  offered  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lution declaring  the  rebellion  "in  violation  of  constitutional 
obligations,"  and  pledging  the  House  of  Representatives  to  vote 
the  required  money  and  men  "  to  ensure  a  speedy  and  effectual 
suppression  of  such  rebellion."  Only  five  members  voted  against 
this  resolution.  Mr.  Pendleton  dodged.  His  name  appears  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  in  the  Globe.,  but  a  few  lines 
above  the  record  of  this  vote. 

We  pass  over  several  instances,  and  come  to  December  17, 
1863,  when  Mr.  Green  Clay  Smith,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  reso- 
lution : 


2. 

"  That  we  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  all  neces- 
sary bills  to  supply  men  and  money,  and  the  duty  of  the  people 
to  render  every  aid  in  their  power  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  Government  in  crushing  out  the  rebellion,  and  in  bringing 
the  leaders  thereof  to  condign  punishment," 

But  one  member,  Mr.  Harris,  of  Maryland,  voted  against  this. 
Mr.  Pendleton  dodged.  He  was  in  the  House,  and  voted  against 
another  resolution  witli  tlie  following  preamble : 

"  Whereas,  The  organized  treason,  having  its  headquarters  at 
Richmond,  exists  in  defiant  violation  of  the  National  Constitution, 
and  has  no  claim  to  be  treated  otherwise  than  as  an  outlaw ;  and 
whereas  this  Richmond  combination  of  conspirators  and  traitors 
cart  have  no  rightful  authority  over  the  people  of  any  portion  of 
the  National  Union,  and  no  warrant  for  assuming  control  of  the 
pf)litical  destiny  of  the  people  of  any  State  or  section  of  the 
Union,  and  no  apology  but  that  of  conspiracy  and  treason  for  any 
assumption  of  authority  whatever." 

This  preamble  was  voted  on  separately,  and  was  adopted 
unanimously.  That  is  to  say,  all  who  voted,  said  "  yea."  Mr. 
Pendleton  dodged,  as  did  also  Cox,  the  Woods  and  Ancona. 

January  18,  1864,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  pre- 
amble and  resolution : 

"  Whereas,  A  most  desperate,  wicked,  and  bloody  rebellion 
exists  witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
safety  and  security  of  personal  and  national  liberty  depend  upon 
its  absolute  and  utter  extinction  ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  political,  civil,  moral,  and  sacred 
duty  of  tlie  people  to  meet  it,  fight  it,  crush  it,  and  forever 
destroy  it." 

Mr.  James  C.  Allen  tried  to  "  kill "  this  resolution  by  a  motion 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.  This  failed,  though  Mr.  Pendleton,  who 
for  some  reason  did  not  dodge,  was  one  of  the  twenty-six 
(against  one  hundred  and  two),  who  voted  with  Mr.  Allen.  The 
preamble  and  resolution  were  then  adopted,  yeas  one  hundred 
and  sixteen,  nays  sixteen,  and  Mr.  Pendleton  did  not  dodge,  but 
voted  against  it. 

But  on  February  29tli,  1864,  Mr.  Schenck  submitted  several 
resolutions.     The  second  was  in  tlie  following  words  : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  rebellion  shall  be  eifectually  put  down ; 
and  that,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  rebellions  in  future, 
the  causes  which  led  to  this  one  must  be  permanently  removed." 


When  the  second  clause  in  this  sentence  came  up,  it  was 
adopted  b}^  yeas  one  hundred  and  twenty-four,  nays  none.  Mr. 
Pendleton  dodged. 

The  vote  was  next  taken  on  the  last  of  Mr.  SchenckVresolutions : 

"Resolved,  That  in  this  struggle  which  is  going  on  for  the 
saving  of  our  country  and  free  government,  there  is  no  middle 
ground  on  which  any  good  citizen  or  true  patriot  can  stand ; 
neutrality  or  indifference  or  anything  short  of  a  hearty  support 
of  the  government  being  a  crime  where  the  question  is  between 
loyalty  and  treason." 

This  was  adopted,  yeas  one  hundred  and  nine,  nays  none. 
Even  Mr.  Cox  voted  for  it.     Mr.  Pendleton  dodged. 

We  have  not  space  or  time  to-day  to  cite  any  other  cases 
where  Mr.  Pendleton  dodged ;  but  it  may  be  useful  to  notice  a 
few  of  the  occasions  when  he  did  not  dodge.  July  10th,  1861, 
he  voted  with  only  ten  others,  amongst  them  Yallandigham  and 
Wood,  against  the  bill  for  collecting  revenue  in  the  seceded 
States.  July  18th,  he  voted  against  the  bill  providing  "  increased 
revenue  from  imports  "  for  war  purposes.  July  29th,  he  voted 
against  another  war  revenue  bill. 

April  8th,  1S62,  he  was  one  of  fifteen  who  voted  against  the 
bill  to  provide  internal  revenue,  support  the  government,  and 
pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  May  28th,  he  was  one  of 
eighteen  who  voted  against  the  bill  to  impose  taxes  in  the  insur- 
rectionary districts,  thus  consistently  defending  the  justice  and 
right  of  secession.  June  28th,  he  was  one  of  ten  who  voted 
against  the  Tax  bill.  July  15th,  he  voted  against  the  reduction 
of  the  mileage  of  members,  showing  himself  thus  averse  to 
economy.  April  9th,  186-i,  he  voted  against  the  ex[)ulsion  of 
Harris,  of  Maryland  for  saying  on  the  floor  of  the  House  : 

"  The  South  asked  you  to  let  them  live  in  peace.  But  no;  you 
said  you  would  bring  them  into  subjection.  That  is  not  done 
yet;  and  God  Almighty  grant  that  it  never  may  be.  I  hope 
that  you  will  never  subjugate  the  South." 

April  lith,  he  voted  against  the  censure  of  Mr.  Lono-  for 
similar  remarks.  June  13th,  he  voted  against  the  Army  Appro- 
priation Bill,'as  finally  agreed  upon  by  Committees  of  Conference 
of  both  Houses. 

Finally,  we  find  Mr.  Pendleton  asserting  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  January  18,  1861,  when  South  Carolina  and 
three  Gulf  States  had  just  adopted  secession  ordinances,  that  the 
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government  of  th«  United  States  can  constitutionally  recognize 
secession,  and  assist  in  its  own  destruction.     Mr.  Stanton  said  : 

"I  would  be  glad  to  know  of  ray  colleage  if  he  holds  that  there 
is  any  power  in  any  department  of  this  government  to  recognize 
the  secession  of  a  State  under  the  constitution  ?  As  to  the  mat- 
ter of  conciliation  and  compromise,  the  people  of  the  seceding 
States  say  they  want  none  and  will  accept  none ;  and  therefore 
it  is  useless  to  talk  of  it.  I  again  ask  my  colleague  whether 
there  is  any  power,  under  the  constitution,  to  recognize  the 
secession  of  a  State,  and  recognize  it  as  a  foreign  nation  ? 

Mr.  Pendleton  replied : 

"What  may  be  the  constitutional  power  of  this  government 
to  recognize  the  secession  of  a  State,  I  decline  to  discuss  at  pre- 
sent. But  this  I  say,  if  we  should  become  engaged  in  a  war 
with  a  foreign  enemy,  and  a  portion  of  our  territory  should  be 
captured  and  reduced  to  possession  by  the  enemy,  and  we  should 
be  obliged  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace  on  the  basis  of  retaining 
what  each  party  had  acquired — ut/i  possidetis — acknowledging 
the  sovereignty  of  tliat  territory  to  have  passed  away  from  us, 
certainly  the  federal  government  would  have  the  power  to  con- 
form to  our  restricted  limits  and  to  confine  its  jurisdiction  to  our 
admitted  boundaries.  If  war  be  dismemberment,  as  my  col- 
league declares,  has  not  the  federal  government  as  much  power 
to  treat  that  question  now  as  at  the  end  of  a  war?  Will  a 
conflict  of  arms  confer  constitutional  power  upon  the  federal 
government  ? " 

In  the  same  speech  he  said  : 

"If  these  southern  states  cannot  be  conciliated,  and  if  you, 
gentlemen,  cannot  find  it  in  your  hearts  to  grant  their  demands ; 
If  they  must  leave  the  family  mansion,  I  would  signalize  their 
departure  by  tokens  of  love." 

SHORT  BUT  EFFECTIVE  SPEECH  OF  MR.  PENDLETON. 

On  January  9th,  1863,  Mr.  Dunn  rose  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  said  : 

"I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  troops,  stores,  and 
the  mails  of  the  United  States  between  the  cltj'-  of  Washington, 
Point  of  Rocks,  and  tlie  city  of  Pittsburg." 

Mr.  Pendleton  rose  and  said :  "  I  object." 

Objection  being  made,  the  bill  had  to  lie  over. 
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What  a  Copperhead  Mayor  says  of  our  Victories. 


Mayor's  Office,  New  York,  Sept.  29,  1864. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  resolution  of  the  26th  instant,  appointing; 
a  "  committee  of  five  from  each  Board,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  to  cause  the  various  public 
buildings  to  be  illuminated  in  honor  of  the  recent  victories  on 
land  and  sea,"  is  returned  unapproved. 

I  might  acquiesce  in  your  response  to  an  appeal  of  jour  fel- 
low-citizens, who  might  desire  to  give  expression  to  their  feelings 
respecting  these  victories,  but  I  must  decline  to  comply  with 
your  request  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  citizens  generally,  to 
join  in  such  an  illumination,  for  various  reasons,  which  I  will 
briefly  state. 

1.  If  I  should  issue  such  a  proclamation,  there  are  many 
citizens  who  would  he  denounced  as  disloyal,  if  through  want  of 
opportunity  or  inclination,  or  of  means,  they  failed  to  comply 
with  the  recommendation. 

2.  By  those  in  authority,  they  are  not  claimed  as  Union  vic- 
tories, but  as  the  result  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamations,  and 
latest  war  measure  of  President  Lincoln,  as  announced  in  his 
"  To  whom  it  may  concern  "  manifesto. 

3.  It  is  asserted  that  the  new  policy  of  the  Administration 
will  give  us  a  succession  of  victories.  If  this  is  the  case  your 
honorable  body  will  be  called  upon  to  illuminate  every  fort- 
night, and  if  the  papers  in  the  employ  of  the  Administration, 
wlio  daily  parade  "  the  defeat  of  the  rebels,"  are  to  be  believed, 
three  times  a  week. 


I  yield  to  no  man  in  my  attachment  to  "  the  Union  as  it  was 
and  the  Constitution  as  it  is,"  but  as  the  President  demands  of 
the  Southern  people  to  abandon  the  rights  which  the  Constitu- 
tion confers,  I  do  not  see  how  those  who  have  always  held  that 
the  Federal  Government  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  domestic 
institutions  of  the  States,  can  be  expected  to  rejoice  over 
victories  which,  whateven^  they  may  he,  surely  are  not  Union 
victories. 

If  those  victories  were  to  unite  the  States,  and  were  a  sure 
harbinger  of  peace,  I  would  be  pleased,  if  I  could  issue  such  a 
proclamation  as  would  induce  the  poorest  citizen  to  part  with 
his  last  mite  for  the  purchase  of  a  single  tallow  candle  to  cele- 
brate the  event. 

4.  It  has  been  the  immemorial  custom  of  mankind,  in  all  ages 
and  climes,  to  abstain  from  rejoicing  over  victories  gained  in  civil 
wars,  and  such  has  been  the  practice  thus  far  during  the  present 
strife,  which  has  distracted  our  once  happy  Union.  The  only 
effect  of  departing  from  this  usage,  sanctioned  alike  by  humanity 
and  sound  policy,  will  be  to  acknowledge,  by  such  exhibitions 
that  these  are  victories  over  aliens  and  enemies,  and  that  there 
is  no  hope  of  securing  peace  on  the  basis  of  the  Federal  Union. 
This  hope,  in  common  with  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  abandon. 

You  are  aware  that  here  is  the  essential  difference  between 
the  two  parties  now  contending  for  political  mastery  in  the 
ISIorthern  States;  one  of  these  declares  that  no  terms  can  be 
offered  "  except  such  as  may  be  based  upon  an  unconditional 
surrender  "  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  other  maintains 
that  "peace  may  be  restored  on  the  basis  of  the  Federal 
Union." 

Taking  into  consideration  that  a  canvass  is  now  in  progress  of 
the  most  exciting  character,  I  am  forced  to  regard  the  projposed 
demonstration  as  one  of  a  political  nature,  and,  according  to  the 
rule  which  I  laid  down  for  my  guidance  on  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  Mayor,  I  cannot  give  it  my  official  indorsement. 

C.  GODFKEY  GUNTHER,  Mayor. 

There's  the  document !  It  sets  forth  more  tersely  and  justly 
than  anything  else  we  have  seen,  the  real  temper  and  spirit  of 
the  party  which  demands  "  immediate  efforts  for  a  cessation  of 
hostilities.''''  The  Mayor  is  afraid  to  rejoice  over  victories  lest 
those  who  won't  rejoice  should  be  suspected  of  disloyalty.  He 
is  fearful,  if  we  begin  this  business,  we  shall  have  to  rejoice  over 
fresh  victories  "  three  times  a  week  !"  And  to  cap  the  climax, 
these  are  not  Union  victories  at  all,  but — something  else.  Will 
not  Mayor  Gunther  bring  hie  great   intellectual  powers  to  bear 


on  the  question  once  more  and  tell  us  what  they  are  ?  They 
certainly  are  not  rebel  victories.  They  can  scarcely  be  claimed 
as  DetnocTatiG  victories.  If  they  are  not  Union  victories,  pray 
what  are  they  ? 

We  are  sorry  we  cannot  comfort  the  Mayor  or  his  party  with 
liopes  of  their  "  cessation,"  Their  demand  for  a  "  cessation  of 
hostilities"  has  not  yet  been  indorsed  by  the  American  people 
and  until  it  is,  we  fear  the  Mayor's  political  reveries  will  con- 
tinue to  be  disturbed  by  Union  victories  and  public  rejoicings. 

Whatever  else  he  may  or  may  not  be.  Mayor  Gunther,  is  a 
"  Democrat "  in  the  party  acceptation  of  the  word.  His  ortho- 
doxy has  never  been  disputed  or  doubted.  He  is  and  always 
has  been  in  good  and  regular  standing.  The  party  elected  him, 
not  so  much  on  account  of  his  splendid  talents  or  of  his  brilliant 
personal  qualities  of  any  sort,  as  because  he  was  known  to  be  a 
genuine,  unmistakeable,  unadulterated  disciple  of  'the  modern 
Democracy.  They  have  made  him  Mayor,  and  naturally 
enough  he  now  feels  bound  to  represent  their  principles  and 
carry  out  their  views. 

When  the  Common  Council,  therefore,  yielded  so  far  to  out- 
side pressure  as  to  urge  a  public  illumination  on  account  of  our 
victories.  Mayor  Gunther  promptly  squelched  this  unseemly  de- 
parture from  party  principles  and  gave  these  gentlemen  to  un- 
derstand that  he  should  tolerate  no  such  proceedings.  He  be- 
lieves in  the  Chicago  platform, — and  that  standard  of  the  faith 
does  not  allow  rejoicings  over  victories  in  an  unjust  and  unholy 
war. 

The  Mayor's  exposition  of  this  subject  is  so  clear  and  compact 
a  statement  of  the  sentiments  and  purposes  of  his  party,  that  it 
ought  to  be  widely  circulated,  and  universally  read.  The 
National  Committee  appointed  at  Chicago  ought  to  issue  it  as  a 
campaign  document  and  spread  it  broadcast  over  the  country. 
They  have  been  a  little  remiss,  it  is  true,  in  not  -publishing  their 
platform  in  this  shape : — but  they  can  make  up  for  this  by 
issuing  the  two  together.  Meantime  we  will  give  the  Mayor's 
message  the  benefit  of  an  additional  insertion  in  our  columns. 


Wliat  Mr.  Pendleton  thinks  of  Coercion. 

Extract  from  Speech  of  January  18,  1861. 

"  Now,  Sir,  what  force  of  arms  can  compel  a  State  to  do  that 
Avhich  she  has  agreed  to  do  ?  What  force  of  arms  can  compel  a 
State  to  refrain  from  doing  that  which  her  State  Government, 


supported  by  the  sentiment  of  her  people,  is  determined  to  per- 
sist in  doing?  It  is  provided  in  the  Constitution  that  the  citizens 
of  every  State  shall  have  all  tlie  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  several  States.  What  force  of  this  Federal  Gov- 
ernment can  compel  the  observance  of  that  clause,  if  a  State  is 
determined  to  pass  and  execute  laws  whereby  citizens  of  other 
States  shall  not  have  within  its  limits,  the  same  privileges  as  its 
own  citizens? 

"  '  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State  to  the 
public  acts  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  State.'  How 
will  the  Federal  Government,  by  armies  and  arms,  enforce  the 
observance  of  that  clause  in  the  Constitution,  if  the  judiciary 
and  the  executive  authorities  of  a  State,  supported  by  the  laws, 
refuse  such  faith  and  credit.  ? 

"  '  ISTo  State,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  shall  lay  any 
imposts  or  duties  on  imports.'  Suppose  a  State  should  pass  such 
a  law,  and  the  citizens  were  willing  to  execute  the  law,  what 
army  could  prevent  it  ? 

"  '  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  enter  into 
any  agreement  or  compact  with  a  foreign  Power.'  I  wish  to 
know  from  gentlemen  what  number  of  men  it  would  require  to 
annul  such  an  agreement,  once  made.  The  General  Government 
is  invested  with  certain  powers,  necessary  to  be  executed,  in 
order  to  keep  the  machinery  of  the  Government  in  motion. 
Can  any  number  of  troops,  or  the  use  of  any  armed  force  on  the 
part  of  the  States,  compel  the  General  Government  to  execute 
those  powers,  if  the  agents  appointed  for  that  purpose  deliber- 
ately, persistently  refuse  to  execute  them  ?  Sir^  the  whole 
scheme  of  coercion  is  impradticable.  It  is  contra/ry  to  the 
genius  and  spvrtt  of  the  Constitution^ 


Loyal  Leagues^  Gluhs  or  individuals  may  obtain  any  of  our 
Publications  at  the  cost  price,  by  a])plication  to  the  Executive 
Commitlee  or  by  calling  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Society,  No.  863 
Broadway^  where  aU  information  may  be  obtaiiied  relating  to 
the  Society. 
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LINOOLN  OR  McCLELLAN. 
APPEAL  TO  THE  GERMANS  IN  AMERICA. 

By  FRANCIS  LIEBER 

tkanslated  from  the  german  by  t.  c* 

Countrymen  and  Fellow-Citizens  : 

The  presidential  election  is  rapidly  approacliing,  and  it  is 
time  for  every  citizen  to  reflect  and  decide  conscientiously  for 
whom  he  shall  give  his  ballot.  At  an  election  of  such  im- 
portance, when  everything  dear  to  us,  as  citizens,  is  staked 
on  the  issue,  it  is  unworthy — it  is  cowardly — to  throw  away 

*  This  appeal  was  -written  several  -weeks  before  the  letter  of  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  to  some  friends  in  Georgia,  and  the  report  of  Judge  Advocate  Holt, 
on  the  conspiracy  in 'this  country,  for  the  subversion  of  its  government  in 
favor  of  the  rebels,  -were  published.  These  two  documents,  the  first  speak- 
ing of  "  the  ultimate  and  absolute  sovereignty  of  the  states,"  the  other  sho-w- 
ing  many  prominent  men  of  the  Chicago  Convention  loaded  -with  crimes  of 
the  deepest  dye — ^these  documents  -would  have  furnished  the  writer  of  the 
appeal  with  many  sad  illustrations. — Translator. 


the  right  of  voting.  No  patriot  will  choose  political  im- 
potency  at  this  crisis.  The  entire  political  existence  of  this 
country,  of  which  we  became  citizens  by  the  choice  of  our 
mature  years,  and  not  by  the  accident  of  birth,  rests  upon 
the  free  ballot ;  and  he  who  has  the  right,  has  also  the  duty 
to  vote.  If  sensible  and  honest  voters  stay  away  from  the 
polls,  they  may  be  sure  that  those  whose  votes  have  been 
bought,  and  those  who  have  no  right  to  vote  at  all,  will  be 
ready  there  to  appear  in  their  stead. 

The  great  majority  of  those  who  come  from  Germany  to 
America  are  Democrats  in  the  true  sense,  and  when  they  find 
in  this  country  a  large  party,  which  for  years  has  been  called  the 
Democratic  party,  many  allow  themselves  to  be  deceived  by 
the  mere  name.  The  assemblage  which  gathered  at  Chicago, 
and  nominated  General  McClellan  for  the  Presidency,  also 
calls  itself  the  Democratic  party — and  of  what  sort  of  people 
was  this  mixed-up  convention  composed  ?  In  the  first 
place,  a  great  proportion  consisted  of  old  "  Know-nothings." 
They  openly  proclaimed  themselves  such.  Can  you,  Ger- 
mans, vote  on  the  same  side  with  these  men,  whose  only 
principle  has  been  to  shut  in  your  faces  the  gates  of  this 
wide  continent,  to  which  their  own  fathers  came  from 
Europe,  or  else,  as  you  are  here  already,  to  take  from  you 
the  right  of  citizenship  ?  Will  you  vote  with  those  who, 
like  their  friends,  the  rebels,  would  load  you  with  infamy, 
and  who  speak  of  you  as  the  offscouring  of  the  earth  ?  The 
Know-nothings  plot  in  secret.  They  have  their  lodges,  and 
form  a  secret  society.  Is  that,  in  a  free  country,  democratic  ? 
Freedom,  above  all,  rests  on  publicity. 

Another  portion  of  the  Chicago  convention  consisted  of 
those  who  set  State-Rights,  as  they  call  it,  above  everything 
else  ;  who  oj)enly  say  that  Americans  have  not  a  country  ! 
and  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  single  state  stands  high 
above  everything  else — is  absolute  ;  that  each  state  has  the 
right  to  tear  itself  away,  and  be  a  separate  dominion  ;  that 
there  is  therefore  no  right  anywhere  to  compel  such  a  state 
to  remain  in  the  Union.  They  utter  untruths,  and  they 
know  it  !     What  would  these  same  people  have  done  if  Ohio 


or  Massachusetts  hacl  suddenly  broken  away  and  declared 
itself  a  monarchy  ?  What  do  the  rulers  in  Eichmond  at 
this  very  instant  say  of  those  men  in  North  Carolina,  who 
desire  to  withdraw  their  own  state  from  the  so-called  con- 
federacy ?  They  call  them  rebels.  How  comes  it  that,  up 
to  this  very  day,  there  are  men  sitting  in  the  congress  at 
Kichmond,  as  delegates  from  Missouri  and  Kentucky  ? 
Have  these  states  seceded  ?  Why  have  the  rebels  all  along 
claimed  Maryland  as  belonging  to  them  ?  The  delegates 
from  Kentucky  and  Missouri  sit  in  their  congress  ;  Maryland 
troops  fight  in  their  ranks,  because  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and 
Maryland  are,  or  were,  slaveholding  states.  With  these 
enemies  of  the  Union,  therefore,  slavery  is  the  principle  of 
cohesion  of  a  new  country,  and  state-sovereignty  is  not 
the  basis  of  the  right  of  secession.  Why  did  these  gentle- 
men all  support  General  Jackson,  when  the  old  hero  told 
South  Carolina  she  should  be  compelled,  by  force  of  arms,  to 
stay  in  the  Union  ?  And  is  the  doctrine  of  state-sovereignty 
democratic  ?  I  feel  almost  ashamed  to  ask  such  a  question  of 
a  German.  The  Democracy  has  always,  and  everywhere,  * 
been  for  the  unity  of  the  country  ;  it  will  have  but  one 
country,  worthy  of  a  great  nation.  All  Pumpernickel 
sovereignties,  all  the  "  Algerine  states,"  as  in  Germany  they 
are  now  called,  have  always  been  objects  of  loathing  and 
execration  to  the  Democracy. 

Unquestionably  each  state  in  the  United  States  has  its 
rights,  and  ought  to  have  them.  But  so,  too,  each  man  has  his 
rights,  and  the  rights  of  the  individual  which  belong  to  every 
person  in  a  free  country  are  far  more  valuable,  and  are  more 
important,  taken  on  the  whole,  than  the  rights  of  states  are. 
But  the  individual  man  is  not  for  this  reason  a  sovereign. 
Do  you  know  that  the  word  "  sovereignty"  does  not  once  oc- 
cur in  that  great  instrument,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ?  The  word  "  sovereignty"  was  smuggled  into  our  politi- 
cal dictionary  Avhen  this  Constitution  had  already  been  adopt- 
ed. Who  then  is  sovereign  in  America  if  the  states  are  not  ? 
Nobody  !  No  man,  no  corporation,  no  congress,  no  presi- 
dent, no  officer,  no  body  of  men,  is  sovereign  in  a  free  country. 


The  United  States  are  sovereign  in  respect  to  all  other 
sovereign  nations.  We  are  sovereign  when  we  treat  with 
France  and  England,  or  when  we  engage  in  war  ;  but  within 
the  country  itself  no  one  is  sovereign. 

This  is  no  new  theory,  nor  is  it  any  theory  at  all.  It 
is  a  fact.  Two  hundred  years  ago,  when  the  famous  Bill  of 
Rights  was  under  consideration  in  the  English  Parliament, 
the  greatest  lawyer  in  England  declared  that  the  word 
''  sovereign"  was  not  known  to  English  law.  He  said  this  be- 
cause the  dynasty  which  had  just  then  been  expelled  had  con- 
stantly talked  of  the  king's  sovereign  power. 

But  can  it  be  necessary  to  argue  with  Germans  against  a 
hankering  after  petty  state  domination  and  provincial  pom- 
posity. State  sovereignty,  indeed  !  Have  we  not  had  enough 
of  that  sort  of  thing  in  the  land  from  which  we  came  ?  If 
a  German  wants  to  have  a  stew  of  states,  he  never  need 
come  for  it  to  America.  Has  he  not  got  enough  of  sovereign 
states,  big,  little,  and  minute,  at  home  '? 

What  are  the  ideas  which  most  animate  the  German  in 
Germany  '?  They  are  the  unity  of  Germany  and  civil  free- 
dom. And  shall  he  here  give  his  vote  for  those  who  would 
see  the  country  torn  asunder  in  fragments  while  the  cause  of 
human  slavery  should  triumph  ? 

German  working  men  !  why  did  you  leave  home,  family, 
the  friends  of  your  youth,  and  seek  this  distant  America  ? 
It  was  because  you  had  heard  that  in  the  United  States  you 
would  find  a  country  wherein  you  and  your  children  would 
enjoy  all  the  rights  of  the  free  citizen  ;  where  skill  and  in- 
dustry would  surely  find  their  reward,  and  where  your  chil- 
dren would  never  find  themselves  debarred  from  any  merited 
attainment  by  the  privileges  of  others.  If  then  you  would 
not  have,  in  place  of  this  Union,  a  land  where  the  working 
man  should  be  delivered  over  to  a  grinding  tyranny  far 
worse  than  any  endured  in  the  oppressed  countries  of  Europe, 
do  not  lend  your  aid  to  the  party  which  would  give  ujj  the 
Union  to  the  dominion  of  the  Southern  landholders. 

For  do  you  know  what  this  slave-owning,  would-be  oligarchy 
pretends  to  aim  at .?    Perhaps  you  suppose  they  struggle  only 


to  retain  possession  of  their  negro  slaves.  The  Southern 
slavehoklers  are  fighting  for  that  which  was  for  so  long  a  time 
the  prerogative  of  the  owners  of  the  soil,  the  privilege  of 
using  the  working  man^  whether  white  or  black,  as  the  in^ 
strument  of  their  power,  their  pleasure,  and  their  arrogance. 
The  working  man  is  to  bear  all  the  burdens  of  the  state,  but 
he  is  to  have  no  rights  in  it.  It  is  for  him  to  obey,  and  for 
the  rich  man  alone  to  rule.  Hear  what  the  secession  leaders 
have  said  : 

"  No  state  can  endure  in  which  the  laboring  class  has 
political  rights.  Those  alone  who  own  the  soil  and  the  capi- 
tal must  govern  and  be  the  masters  of  those  who  labor." 

And  they  say  this,  remember  it  well  : 

"  Capital  has  an  inherent  right  to  own  labor." 

If  you  would  have  masters  set  up  over  you,  on  this  prin- 
ciple, vote  for  McClellan.  Would  you  retain  your  equal 
rights  as  the  citizens  of  a  free  country,  vote  for  Lincoln,  who 
has  been  an  honest  working  man  like  yourselves. 

Another  part  of  the  Chicago  Convention  consisted  of  those 
who  seem  to  believe  that  all  can  be  made  right  if  people  will 
only  keep  on  shouting  "  the  Constitution,  the  Constitution," 
as  loud  as  they  can. 

We  think  we  understand  the  Constitution  quite  as  weU 
as  these  gentlemen,  and  respect  it  more.  For  it  should  be 
noticed  that  the  so-called  Democratic  party  has  of  late  years 
always  set  the  Constitution  aside  whenever  it  seemed  to  be  for 
their  advantage.  Was  NulHfication  constitutional  ?  Was  it 
constitutional  when  Mr.  Douglas,  shortly  before  the  last  Pres- 
idential election,  promised  the  South  to  advocate  a  law  sub- 
jecting to  hea\^  punishment  the  mere  discussion  of  the  slavery 
question  ?  Was  it  constitutional,  when,  for  twenty  years, 
and  probably  longer,  the  letterbags  in  the  South  were  opened 
to  see  whether  they  contained  abolition  documents  ?  Was  it 
constitutional  to  deny  the  right  of  petition  ?  Is  Secession 
constitutional  ?  Is  it  consistent  with  the  Constitution  to  say 
with  those  Chicago  people  that  it  is  the  President's  right  and 


duty  to  release  any  State  that  may  desire  to  leave  the 
Union  ?  Is  it  constitutional  to  speak  of  secession  as  "  one 
of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  State"  ?  Is  it  constitutional  to 
declare  that  our  wliole  political  State-structure  exists  only  to 
benefit  a  single  class  of  men — a  class  known  by  the  complex- 
ion of  the  skin  ?  Even  the  ancient  heathen  had  a  higher 
view  of  the  State  and  of  the  objects  of  civil  government.  Is 
it  constitutional  to  represent  one  whole  government  as  a 
mere  Confederation  or  League — that  poorest  of  all  govern- 
ments for  a  modern  and  free  people  ?  Was  it  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  when  Mr,  Calhoun  and  all  his  followers  pro- 
claimed that  the  Senate  should  always  be  equally  divided 
between  slave  states  and  free  states,  thus  making  for  the  first 
time  in  our  history  slavery  an  immutable  institution  ?  Was 
the  precious  Ostend  proclamation  conceived  in  a  constitu- 
tional spirit  ? 

We  too  honor  the  Constitution,  but  the  Constitution  is  not 
a  deity,  "^e  love  our  country,  the  nation,  freedom  ;  and 
these  things  are  superior  even  to  the  Constitution  ;  and  it 
should  never  be  forgotten  that  by  this  Southern  Rebellion  a 
state  of  things  is  brought  upon  us  for  which  the  Constitution 
never  was,  and  never  could  be  calculated.  Shall  we  fold  our 
hands,  as  did  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  declare  that  nothing  can  be 
done  on  our  part  to  save  the  country  because  the  Cons' itu- 
tion  does  not  prescribe  what  we  are  to  do  in  such  a  case  ? 
Such  was  the  opinion  which  his  Attorney-General  of  the 
United  States  gave  to  Mr.  Buchanan.  God  forbid  !  We 
are  one  nation  ;  we  mean  to  remain  one  peojjle,  and  our  coun- 
try must  not  be  suffered  to  perish.  The  life  of  the  patient 
must  be  saved  whether  the  case  is  mentioned  in  the  recipe 
book  or  not.  The  Constitution  did  not  make  the  people,  for 
the  people  made  the  Constitution.  But  has  the  Constitution 
been  violated  at  all  .?  We  have  not  space  for  an  examina- 
tion of  the  question.  But,  my  countrymen,  admitting  that 
some  things  may  have  occurred  which  could  not  be  justified 
by  existing  laws,  I  am,  as  I  think  I  may  safely  say,  as  well 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  past  as  any  of  these  Chi- 
cago gentlemen,  and  I  can  advisedly  affirm  that  never  yet  has 


there  been  any  civil  war,  nor  even  any  ordinary  war  in  which 
the  government  has  tolerated  the  thousandth  part  of  that 
liberty  which  the  enemies  of  the  Government  and  the  friends 
of  those  enemies  enjoy  among  us — infinitely  more,  than  the 
latter  would  allow  us  in  a  reversed  case. 

It  is  the  so-called  Democratic  party  which  has  brought 
this  civil  war  upon  us,  and  now  they  say  that  they  only  can 
end  it.  Why  so  .''  Does  a  man  in  America  acquire  some 
mysterious  power  or  wisdom  as  soon  as  he  calls  himself  a 
Democrat  ?  They  want  to  make  up  a  peace,  to  give  still 
greater  guarantees  to  the  South — everything  to  the  rebels  ; 
in  short,  they  belong  to  those  in  the  North  who  have  always 
been  the  obsequious  servants  of  the  South,  and  who  seem  to 
think  themselves  honored  by  fulfilling  the  behests  of  an  arro- 
gant slaveholder.     Is  that  Democracy  ? 

My  friends,  let  us  vote  for  Lincoln.  Many  of  you  doubt- 
less say  that  he  has  done  some  things  which  you  do  not  like, 
or  that  sometimes  he  has  not  acted  with  sufficient  prompti- 
tude. But  the  simple  question  before  the  people  now  is, 
shall  Lincoln  or  McClellan  be  the  next  President  ?  No  other 
man  can  be  elected  ;  and  now  is  there  a  German  who  can 
hesitate,  or  one  who  can  be  so  indifferent  as  not  to  vote  for 
either.  The  one  candidate  is  natio7ial,  the  other  is  not.  The 
one  is  for  freedom  and  for  the  removal  of  that  which  is  the 
disgrace  of  this  century — he  is  opposed  to  slavery,  which  has 
brought  upon  us  the  demon  of  civil  war.  The  other  would 
preserve  slavery.  The  one  is  out-spoken  and  candid  ;  is  the 
other  so  ?  The  one  is  for  all  the  citizens  of  this  great  coun- 
try, whether  they  were  born  here  or  not  ;  the  other  owes  his 
nomination  in  a  great  degree  to  the  Know-Nothings.  The 
one  is  truly  a  Democrat — he  is  a  man  of  the  people  ;  the 
other  is  no  real  Democrat — at  least  those  who  have  set  him 
up  before  the  people  are  anything  but  democratic  in  feeling. 
The  one,  though  surrounded  by  unparalleled  difficulties,  has 
at  least  so  guided  the  ship  of  state  that  we  are  now  in  sight 
of  the  desired  haven  ;  the  other,  when  he  was  at  the  head  of 
one  of  the  grandest  armies  that  had  been  seen  in  a  centuiy, 
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did  little  more  than  hesitate,  when  he  might,  as  the  enemy 
now  admits,  have  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

It  is  easy  to  understand  why  some  very  rich  and  some  very 
poor  Germans,  who  want  to  get  into  office,  exert  themselves 
for  McClellan.  But  of  every  German  who  has  no  such  views, 
who  simply  gives  his  vote  for  the  honor,  the  unity,  and  the 
freedom  of  his  adopted  country,  and  who  does  not  allow  him- 
self to  be  deluded  by  the  mere  name  of  "  Democrat,"  we  may 
naturally  expect  that  when  he  has  calmly  reflected  on  the 
vast  importance  of  the  occasion,  and  the  character  of  the 
candidates,  he  will  vote  for  Lincoln. 

Every  citizen  ought  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  in  this 
remarkable  election,  when  a  great  nation  is  called  upon  at  the 
very  crisis  of  a  gigantic  civil  war,  to  elect  a  ruler  by  the 
popular  and  untrammelled  ballot.  It  is  not  sufficient  to 
carry  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  by  a  bare  overplus  of  num- 
bers. A  sweeping  national  majority  is  required  to  prove  to 
Europe,  to  the  South,  and  to  its  friends  here  in  the  midst  of 
us,  that  this  people  is  resolved  to  maintain  this  country  in  its 
integrity,  a  great  and  unimpaired  commonwealth.  The  re- 
sult of  this  election  should  be  like  a  great  national  harvest, 
garnering  its  full  sheaves  from  every  portion  of  the  land. 
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THE  COWARDS'  CONVENTION-No.  1. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Times  : 

"  An  open  foe  may  prove  a  curse, 
But  a  pretended  friend  is  worse. " — G-at. 

In  this  most  portentous  crisis  of  our  political  history,  the 
first  thing  necessary  for  all  loyal  men  is  to  know  the  full  ex- 
tent of  our  danger.  It  is  no  use  mincing  or  dodging  the 
matter.  We  have  to  do  with  enemies  who,  if  successful,  will 
complete  the  work  of  their  fellow- traitors  at  the  South.  The 
secessionists  tore  the  country  in  two  ;  the  framers  of  the 
Chicago  platform  would  scatter  it  in  fragments. 

When  thus  speaking  of  the  so-called  Democratic  party,  I 
have  no  wish  to  say  much  against  or  about  their  nominal 
standard-bearer.  He  was  a  good,  though  slow  business  man ; 
is  a  good  driller,  good  engineer,  and  altogether  a  very  fair 
defensive  commander.  And  there  is  certainly  this  much 
propriety  in  his  nomination,  that  if  his  party  succeeds,  we 
shall  speedily  have  occasion  to  try  our  commander-in-chief's 
capacity  in  that  species  of  warfare  for  which  he  is  best 
adapted. 


Nor  is  it  intimated  that  the  "War  Democrats,  whom  party 
organization  and  a  misplaced  fidelity  to  names  will  dragoon 
into  the  support  of  a  peace  platform,  have  any  intention  or 
desire  of  destroying  the  nation  and  dividing  the  country  in- 
definitely. They  will  vote  in  ignorance  of  the  real  issues,  as 
hundreds  of  thousands  voted  for  Pierce  in  '52,  as  thousands 
voted  for  Seymour  in  '62.  Though  certainly  not  blameless, 
since  there  is  an  ignorance  so  blind  and  wilful  that  it  is 
almost  as  wicked  and  quiet  as  harmful  as  wickedness  itself, 
they  may  well  be  acquitted  of  voluntarily  compassing  the 
national  destruction. 

But  neither  the  nominal  leader  nor  the  deluded  War 
Democrats  will  have  any  hand  in  shaping  the  policy  of  the 
party.  Its  real  managers  are  the  framers  of  that  precious 
confession  of  faith,  the  Chicago  platform,  Horatio  Seymour, 
the  Prince  of  Jesuits  ;  Fernando  Wood,  a  man  capable  of 
any  enormity ;  Yallandigham,  a  Southerner  by  birth  and  a 
traitor  by  profession,  as  deadly  an  enemy  of  the  Union  as 
Jeiferson  Davis  himself — these  are  the  men  who  rule  the 
Opposition,  who  direct  it  now,  and  will  direct  it  if,  for  our 
sins,  it  is  permitted  to  became  the  government. 

The  necessary  results  of  their  success  are  generally  under- 
stood, but  it  is  evident  the  loyal  and  patriotic  public  does 
not  appreciate  the  extent  of  the  danger.  Thus  we  hear  it 
constantly  said,  "  If  the  Chicago  candidate  is  elected,  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  at  once*  becomes  impossible.  We 
are  humiliated  by  the  recognition  of  a  Southern  confederacy ; 
our  democratic  principles  will  be  violated,  and  the  contiguous 
existence  of  two  rival  nations  will  bring  about  a  chronic 
state  of  war  and  all  the  inconveniences  to  which  Continental 
Europe  is  subject,"  &c.,  &c.  All  which  is  true  enough  so 
far  as  it  goes  ;  but  it  goes  a  very  little  way  into  the  matter. 
After  enumerating  these  obvious  results  which  the  popular 
mind  so  strongly  and  so  justly  deprecates,  we  are  only  on  the 
top  layer  of  our  Pandora's  box.  If  we  could  demonstrate 
with  Tnathematvcal  certainty  that  a  Southern  Confederacy 
might  he  acknowledged  on  terms  neither  dishonorable  nor 
destructive  to  ourselves^  and  that  our  democratic  form  of 


government  might  undergo  various  innovations  with  impu- 
niti/,  ice  should  not  have  gone  the  Jirst  step  toward  proving 
that  such  terms  coidd  he  procured  and  such  innovations 
would  he  made  hy  a  ^^ peace-at-any -price"  President.  On 
the  contrary,  tlie  impossibility  of  the  latter  proposition  would 
only  become  clearer  by  the  proof  of  the  former. 
Let  us,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit — 

1,  That  a  peace,  acknowledging  the  independence  of  a 
Southern  Confederacy,  may  be  made  without  any  disgrace 
to  us. 

2,  That  modifications  in  our  democratic  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  government  may  be  made,  without  ruin,  or  even  with 
benefit,  to  the  country. 

3,  That  two  rival  nations  may  co-exist  on  the  territory  of 
the  old  Union. 

There  is  nothing  in  these  admissions  to  interfere  with  the 
following  conclusions  : 

1.  That  the  peace  made  by  the  so-called  Democratic  party 
would  be  a  most  dishonorable  one. 

2.  That  the  modifications  of  Democratic  principles  made 
or  peimitted  by  them  would  be  highly  injurious  and 
destructive. 

3.  That  the  North  could  not  exist  as  an  independent 
nation  under  the  rule  and  on  the  principles  of  the  Peace 
Democrats. 

(The  first  and  third  of  these  propositions  are  intimately 
connected,  but  as  the  third  must  come  last,  since  all  national 
evils  are  summed  up  in  destruction,  and  the  question  of  re- 
construction or  separation  is  the  most  pressing,  and  has, 
therefore,  a  right  to  the  first  place,  I  arrange  them  as  above, 
though  the  division  is  somewhat  awkward.) 

First,  then,  we  will  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  a  peace  may  be  made  recognizing  a  Southern  Con- 
federacy (note  the  indefinite  articles),  on  terms  not  disgrace- 
ful to  us. 


(Observe  that  nothing  is  said  about  the  safety  of  sucli  a 
proceeding.  Honor,  and  honor  alone,  is  the  subject  of  our 
story.) 

Such  an  assumption  may  be  made.  It  has  been  made  by 
a  whole  class  of  persons — the  English  writers  favorable  to  the 
North,  who,  disagreeing  with  the  Pro-Slavery  Britons  on  all 
other  points,  agreed,  for  some  time  at  least,  with  them  in 
this,  that  the  war  would  be  one  "  for  boundary."  However 
much  a  man  like  Professor  Cairnes,  for  instance,  may  have 
mistaken  the  spirit  or  the  wants  of  the  American  people,  we 
cannot  suspect  him  of  wishing  our  disgrace. 

But  what  sort  of  peace  must  this  be  in  order  not  to  be  dis- 
graceful ?  Clearly  one  of  which  we,  rather  than  the  Con- 
federates, should  fix  the  conditions,  they  making  great  sacri- 
fice to  obtain  the  acknowledgment  of  their  "independence." 
It  would  naturally  proceed,  as  far  as  possible,  on  the  uti  pos- 
sidetis principle.  It  would  give  us  all  the  Border  States 
except  East  Virginia,  whatever  view  be  taken  of  their  condi- 
tion— whether,  as  we  say,  they  are  States  which  have  re- 
mained faithful  to  the  Union,  or,  as  the  Confederates  and 
philo- Confederate  Europeans  say,  they  are  "conquered  prov- 
inces." We  could  not  expect  to  keep  New  Orleans,  but  we 
should  be  obliged  to  retain  one  fortified  position  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, that  our  navigation  of  that  river  might  not  be  at  the 
mercy  of  paper  agreement  with  repiidiators.  If  we  could 
suppose  that  phenomenon,  a  well-informed  and  impartial 
European,  to  act  as  umpire,  the  most  he  could  ask  of  us 
would  be  to  "rectify  the  frontier"  by  ceding  Tennessee  in 
exchange  for  Eastern  Virginia.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
add  that  we  must  have  nothing  to  do  with  paying  any  of  the 
Confederate  expenses,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  altering  any 
of  our  institutions  to  suit  them,  or  even  acknowledge  the 
right  of  secession,  the  Confederate  independence  being  ad- 
mitted merely  as  an  accomplished  fact,  without  regard  to  its 
merits. 

In  short,  the  supposed  honorable  peace  must  be  such  a  one 
as  would  be  honorable  to  us,  had  the  North  and  the  Gulf 
States  originally  been  two  distinct  sovereignties,  fighting  for 


the  border  territory  and  tlie  navigation  of  tlie  Mississippi. 
Now,  what  chances  are  there  that  such  terms  of  separation, 
or  any  like  them,  would  be  obtained  by  the  Chicago  policy  of 
"  immediate  armistice  and  ultimate  convention"  ? 

None,  ivhatever. 

The  claims  of  the  Confederates  are  well  known.  They  de- 
mand every  foot  of  territory  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,  including  the  national  capital,  the  surrender  of  which 
involves  the  surrender  of  our  national  existence.  (About 
this  there  will  be  somewhat  to  say  hereafter  ;  for  the  present, 
we  are  only  speaking  of  national  humiliation.)  The  sole 
doubtful  point  is  Avhether  they  do  or  do  not  include  Kansas 
in  this  claim.  Some  time  ago  there  were  grounds  for  suspect- 
ing that  they  had  relinquished  their  pretensions  to  Maryland 
and  Delaware  ;  but  Davis  has  just  disposed  of  that  am- 
biguity in  his  answer  to  Col.  Jaques.  He  asks  of  us  a  terri- 
torial cession  far  more  humiliating  than  that  lohich  the  whole 
force  of  Germany  has  recently  extorted  from  Denmark  :  and 
this  is  the  only  condition  on  which  he  will  agree  to  the  "  im- 
mediate armistice."  And  recollect  that  "  Jefferson  Davis 
says,"  is  a  much  more  comprehensive  formula  than  "  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  says."  The  latter  is  not  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  though  as  the  executive  of  their  Government, 
and  'the  representative  of  their  majority,  his  words  have  great 
weight  ;  but  Davis  is  the  State,  in  Secession,  as  much  as 
Louis  Napoleon  is  in  France,  despite  his  hypocritical  pre- 
tence of  being  unable  to  interfere  with  the  individual  "  sover- 
eignties." 

But  this  is  not  all.  Far  from  it.  The  prominent  rebel 
organs  have  repeatedly  announced  as  essential  conditions  of 
peace,  that  we  should  acknowledge  the  right  of  secession, 
return  to  Slavery  all  the  negroes  whom  the  progress  of  the 
war  has  set  free,  or  pay  their  value,  repudiate  our  own  debt,  to 
punish  the  loyal  men  who  hold  it,  and — ^last  humiliation  of 
a  conquered  people — do  what  they  would  never  do  for  them- 
selves, pay  theirs  ! 

Will  it  be  said,  "It  is  easy  to  claim  anything,  but  would 
the  North  accede  to  these  joreposterous  demands  ?"     I  an- 


swer,  not  only  is  it  probable,  from  their  uniform  subserviencj 
to  their  Southern  masters,  that  the  Peace  Democrats  would 
do  it,  hut  it  is  certain  that  they  must,  if  they  mean  to  carry 
out  their  own  principles  consistently.  The  right  of  secession 
they  already  acknowledge,  "and  the  rest  follows,  from  their 
professed  doctrines,  by  easy  inference. 

If,  as  the  O'Conors,  Brookses,  and  other  Peace  Democrats, 
are  never  weary  of  telling  us,  the  negro  is  an  inferior  animal, 
without  civil  rights,  then  the  disposition  of  a  few  hundred 
thousand  blacks  is  a  matter  of  no  more  consequence  than 
the  disposal  of  the  same  number  of  cattle,  and  becomes  an 
insignificent  detail  in  face  of  the  great  question  of  peace. 
If  the  war  is  "  unconstitutional,"  as  Horatio  Seymour  pro- 
nounces it  to  be,  all  the  measures  employed  in  carrying  it  on 
must  be  tainted  with  the  same  unconstitutionality  ;  and, 
of  these,  the  war-loans  are  not  the  least  potent  or  prominent. 
If  it  is  "  unholy,"  as  that  Apostle  of  the  New  Grospel  of 
Peace,  F.  Wood,  declares — if  we  were  impious  and  un- 
christian in  taking  up  the  gauntlet  which  the  conspirators 
threw  down  to  us  at  Sumter — then  we,  as  repentant  Chris- 
tians, under  the  guidance  of  that  eminent  disciple.  Saint 
Fernando,  should  make  what  restitution  we  can  to  our  ag- 
grieved and  invaded  secesh  brethren. 

Such  is  the  immediate  prospect  of  degradation  presented 
to  us  by  the  sages  and  patriots  of  Chicago,  a  degradation  so 
deep  and  damnable,  that  it  would  make  us  a  scorn  and  a 
hissing  throughout  the  world,  and  any  man  with  a  soul 
above  a  flea's  would  be  ashamed  to  look  his  own  wife  and 
children  in  the  face. 

Let  me  conclude  this  part  of  our  subject  with  a  little 
anecdote,  after  the  manner  of  our  worthy  Executive. 

Mile.  Luther,  a  young  and  pretty  Parisian  actress,  ac- 
cepted the  protection  of  a  well-known  restaurateur.  A  lady 
named  Doche,  of  more  experience  in  the  profession,  expos- 
tulated with  her  on  the  lowness  of  her  choice — "  My  dear, 
you  astonish  me  !  An  eating-house  proprietor  at  your  time 
of  life  ?     One  keeps  that  sort  of  thing  for  the  last." 

So  I  say  about  submission  to  the  enemy.     One  should  keep 


that  sort  of  thing  for  the  last.  When  we  are  in  the  very 
nltimate  ditch,  with  Washington  besieged,  Philadelphia 
taken,  and  Boston  blockaded,  with  Grov.  Seymour's  friends 
pillaging  and  murdering  in  New  York  worse  than  they  did 
last  year,  and  no  troops  at  hand  to  shoot  them  down,  with 
gold  at  2,000,  and  every  boy  of  fifteen  conscripted,  then  it 
will  be  time  to  talk  of  throwing  away  our  arms  and  begging 
for  peace.  Submission  on  the  part  of  those  who  cannot  help 
themselves,  if  not  honorable,  is  at  least  excusable.  But  what 
words  can  depict  the  infamy  and  degradation  of  those  who 
surrender  everything  while  they  have  the  best  of  the  tight, 
and  run  away  fiom  the  battle  when  victory  is  hovering  in 
their  grasp  ? 


THE  COWARDS'  CONVENTION-No.  2. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Neio  York  Times  : 

Having  shown  that  even  were  an  honorable  separation 
possible,  it  could  not  be  obtained  on  the  principles  of  the 
Chicago  Convention,  I  proceed  to  the  second  proposition. 

Let  it  be  admitted,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  inno- 
vations might  be  made  in  our  Democratic  theory  and  prac- 
tice without  injury. 

Such  a  hypothesis  may  be  framed  without  doing  violence 
to  our  intelligence  or  even  to  probability.  We  (by  we  I 
mean  all  of  us  who  are  not  demagogues  and  place-hunters, 
and  do  not  get  a  living  by  lies  and  flattery)  know  that 
nothing  of  man's  institution  is  perfect,  that  Democracy  is  no 
exception  to  this  rule,  and  our  Democracy  no  exception  in 
this  respect  to  other  Democracies.  Those  of  us  who  have 
looked  deeper  into  the  matter  know  that  any  government,  as 
it  goes  on,  has  a  tendency  to  intensify  its  own  faults,  and 
that  the  predominant  element  of  it  is  constantly  absorbing 
all  checks.  Thus,  as  what  we  may  call  the  centripetal  ele- 
ment is  constantly  gaining  ground  in  an  autocracy,  and  accu- 
mulating more  and  more  power  about  the  one  source  of  it,  so 


what  we  may  call  the  Cfr^ntrifugal  element,  is  as  constantly 
gaining  ground  in  a  Democracy.  This  has  been  exemplified 
in  our  own  history  ;  for  though  the  Federal  Constitution  has 
remained  unaltered,  thanks  to  the  guards  with  which  its  wise 
framers  surrounded  it,  the  constitutions  of  nearly  all  the 
older  states  have  been  largely  modified  in  a  democratic  sense.* 
In  view  of  all  which  a  change  theoretically  anomalous,  might 
be  practically  beneficial. 

Our  assumption,  then,  is  not  unreasonable  in  its  very 
nature.  It  is  not  like  those  impossible  figments  of  the  brain 
put  forth  by  the  leading  spirits  at  Chicago,  so  dreamy  and 
baseless  that  the  very  rebels  for  whose  benefit  they  were 
devised,  cannot  help  laughing  at  them — proposing,  for  in- 
stance, that  we  should  give  up  five  and  a  half  states,  of 
which  we  now  hold  possession,  for  the  chance  of  getting 
them  back  some  time  or  other  by  a  convention — a  piece  of 
absurdity  in  comparison  with  which  the  fable  of  the  dog  and 
the  shadow  becomes  a  solid  reality. 

Among  our  hypothetical  changes  might  be  a  prolongation 
of  the  Presidential  term  to  eight  or  ten  years  ;  a  return  in 
all  the  states  to  a  permanent  judiciary  ;  a  limitation  of  uni- 
versal suffrage  in  the  great  cities  where  its  results  have  been 
so  unsatisfactory  ;  and  generally,  without  multiplying  ex- 
amples, we  may  admit  that  a  number  of  alterations,  theoreti- 
cally anti-democratic,  might  be  made  without  overthrowing 
the  government  or  ruining  the  country. 

Note  always,  that  these  changes  are  not  recommended. 
Their  practicability  is  merely  assumed  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment. And  after  this  assumption,  it  is  still  true  that  the  in- 
novations brought  about  by  the  success  of  the  Chicago  plat- 
form, would  be  utterly  subversive. 

For,  in  the  first  place,  yielding  to  the  rebels  would  involve 
a  self-condemnation  of  democratic  government  by  confessing 
its  impotence  for  self-protection  ;  and  in  confessing  this,  we 
reaUy  give   up   everything      If  such  government  were  in  all 


*  This  took  place  at  the  Soutli  less  than  at  the  North,  owing  to  the  con- 
^ued  preponderance  of  an  oligarchic  element  in  the  former. 


other  respects  perfect,  without  this  element  it  would  be  worth- 
less. It  would  resemble  the  horse  who  had  but  one  fault — 
that  he  was  dead.  Once  allow  that  a  Government  based  on 
the  voice  of  the  majority  m-ay  be  resisted  by  a  minority,  and 
the  whole  theory  of  democracy  is  as  practically  disproved  as 
the  divine  right  of  Kings  was  in  England  when  William  of 
Orange  walked  in  and  kicked  out  James  II.  and  his  court  of 
French  pensioners,  the  Woods  and  Vallandighams  of  that 
day.  Its  existence  is  at  once  rendered  precarious,  and  put  at 
the  mercy  of  any  minority  bold  and  cunning  enough  to  conspire 
against  it.  This  is  what  the  foreign  enemies  of  our  Union  were 
continually  predicting — that  it  was  not  able  to  resist  internal 
pressure  ;  and  the  Chicago  leaders  are  intent  on  verifying 
their  most  sombre  predictions.  After  this  confession  of  weak- 
ness, our  Government  might  not  perish  to-morrow  or  next 
month,  but  it  would  assuredly  collapse  as  soon  as  another 
great  strain  was  put  upon  it  ;  and  we  shall  see  hereafter  to 
what  sort  of  strains  it  would  speedily  be  subjected. 

The  utterly  subversive  character  of  this  confession  will 
become  still  clearer,  if  we  consider  the  class  in  whose  favor  it 
is  made. 

If  there  is  any  principle  which  more  than  all  others  may 
be  called  fundamental  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  our  Con- 
stitution, it  is  that  of  political  equality — equal  rights  and  no 
class  privileges.  And  as  it  is  the  chief  distinction,  so  is  it  the 
chief  virtue  of  our  Government.  Nobody  doubts  that  a  man 
of  wealth  and  refinement,  who  is  willing  to  live  selfishly — 
that  is  for  himself  and  his  class — may  live  more  comfortably 
in  several  European  countries.  He  can  get  more  for  his 
money,  and  find  more  agreeable  companions.  Our  institu- 
tions were  of  and  for  the  people,  expressly  designed  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  greatest  number. 
Consequently  and  naturally  the  people  have  always  been  jeal- 
ous of  anything  that  looked  like  a  tendency  toward  the  estab- 
lishment of  class  prerogative.  At  one  time  they  had  a  great 
fear  of  moneyed  corporations,  and  though  some  of  its  phases 
at  the  time  were  extravagant,  the  subsequent  encroachments 
of  raih'oad  and  other  companies  on  public  and  private  rights 
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have  proved  that  this  fear  was  well  founded.  Hence  too  the 
"  Native'^  movement,  however  jDrovoked  or  even  justified  by 
the  misconduct  of  some  of  our  foreign  citizens,  could  never 
take  root  in  the  country.  In  the  case  of  the  negro,  one  un- 
fortunate exception  was  made  to  the  rule  of  equal  rights — an 
exception  that  has  proved  the  rule  with  a  vengeance  ! 

But  now  this  corner-stone  of  our  Constitution  is  to  he  re- 
jected, and  at  whose  bidding  ?  That  of  a  sectional  oligarchic 
class,  amounting,  according  to  the  very  largest  estimate  that 
has  been  made  of  them,  to  a  million  of  persons — something 
less  than  one  thirtieth  of  the  whole  population,  and  fewer, 
comparatively,  than  the  aristocratic  class  of  England. 

And  this  is  the  upshot  of  so  many  years'  teaching  and 
practice  of  the  once  great  Democratic  party  !  A  party  which, 
spasmodically  faithful  to  its  name,  every  now  and  then  rode 
its  hobby  at  the  most  erratic  pace ;  which  huntfed  down 
banks  and  tariffs  because  it  suspected  in  them  the  germ  of  a 
possible  aristocracy  ;  which,  in  pursuit  of  the  largest  liberty, 
assigned,  both  by  executive  appointment  and  popular  votes, 
the  most  notorious  violators  of  law  to  be  its  special  adminis- 
trators and  guardians  ;  which  decried  learning  and  good 
manners  as  unrepublican,  and  claimed  to  be  the  special  ser- 
vant, agent  and  friend  of  the  working  classes.  The  moment 
it  finds  itself  face  to  face  with  an  oligarchy  of  any  courage 
and  skill,  it  can  suggest  nothing  except  to  surrender  "  body 
and  boots." 

The  French  Emperor  and  his  flatterers  boast  that  he  has 
reconciled  the  strong  points  of  an  autocratic  and  a  democratic 
government.  On  this  subject  the  world  is  not  quite  agreed  ; 
many  think  the  task  too  difficult  even  for  a  Napoleon.  But, 
so  much  easier  is  evil  than  good,  it  is  quite  possible  to  com- 
bine some  of  the  worst  features  of  an  oligarchy  and  ochlo- 
cracy ;  and  this  is  what  the  Chicago  schemers  are  endeavor- 
ing to  give  us.  I  want  none  of  their  patent  mixture.  To 
borrow  the  indignant  words  of  Mr.  John  Jay,  "  it  is  hard  to 
say  whether  the  sham  aristocracy  of  the  Southern  slave  mas- 
ters, or  the  sham  Democracy  of  their  Northern  serfs,  is  the 
more  desjDicable." 
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THE  COWARDS'  CONVENTION-No.  3. 


THE  CHICAGO  PLATFORM— TWO  GOVERNMENTS,  AND 
THE  RESULT— CHAOS  COME  AGAIN- GEN.  IMcCLEL- 
L AN— HIS  PLATFORM  AND  HIMSELF— PEACE  AND 
UNION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Times: 

Having  proved  that  the  Chicago  pLatform  involves  utter 
disgrace  to  the  country,  and  a  total  abandonment  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  democracy,  we  shall  now  show 
how  it  will  lead,  and  that  not  remotely,  to  a  destruction  of 
our  national  existence  and  an  unlimited  subdivision  of  the 
country. 

Let  us  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  North 
and  South  might,  under  certain  circumstances,  co- exist  as 
independent  nations  on  the  territory  of  the  Union. 

Of  course  they  would  not  co-exist  comfortably.  There 
would  be  wars  and  a  state  of  disturbance  approaching  to 
chronic.  All  we  suppose  is,  that  they  might  exist,  as  the 
nations  of  Continental  Europe,  though  they  live  uncomfort- 
able and  expensively  enough  together,  still  live. 

But  to  mahe  this  state  of  things  even  hypothetically  pos- 
sible, the  North  must  be  supposed  to  start  fair  with  the 
South. 

How  the  South  would  start  we  may  pretty  accurately 
foresee.  It  would  be  a  strong  military  oligarchy,  composed 
of  three  classes — a  ruling  aristocracy,  white  plebeians  and 
black  slaves.  Nortiinally,  it  would  be  -founded  on  a  princi- 
ple of  mutual  dissolution,  the  "  State  Sovereignty"  theory  ; 
but  it  is  obvious  that  this  fiction  was  merely  used  as  a  means 
of  getting  certain  States  out  of  the  Union,  and  that  having 
served  its  purpose,  it  is  now  practically  disregarded,  as 
Davis'  invasion  of  Kentucky  and  the  recent  language  of  his 
organs  about  North  Carolina  must  clearly  show.  To  resist 
the  encroachments  of  such  a  power,  the  North  would  have 
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to  be  firmly  united  under  a  real,  live  national  government 
(not  a  league  or  a  confederacy  dissoluble  at  pleasure)  ;  also, 
she  must  come  out  of  the  war  unhumiliated  and  unweakened 
by  any  cession  of  border  territory.  She  could  not  afford  to 
begin  her  separate  existence  as  a  conquered  country. 

Now,  how  can  the  Chicago  policy  satisfy  either  of  these 
conditions  ? 

In  the  first  place,  the  "  immediate  armistice"  demanded 
by  it  will  only  be  granted  by  Davis,  on  condition  of  our  sur- 
rendering all  the  territory  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line, 
including  the  capital.  The  first  essential  preliminary  there- 
fore to  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  is  our  national  destruction^ 
for  there  is  no  case  in  history  of  a  nation  surviving  the  alien- 
ation of  its  capital.  When  the  seat  of  government  becomes 
permanently  attached  to  another  country,  the  nation  is  anni- 
hilated. Let  us,  however,  in  order  to  give  ourselves  every 
chance,  suppose  either  that  we  shall  inaugurate  the  excep- 
tions to  this  hitherto  universal  rule,  or  that  Jefierson  Davis 
shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  leave  us  "  My  Maryland." 
Alas  !  this  goes  but  a  little  way  to  save  us,  for  the  next 
moment  we  stumble  on  something  which  prevents  us  from 
ever  having  an  efiicient  government — the  doctrine  of  "  State 
Sovereignty." 

Doubtless  the  supporters  of  this  disorganizing  invention 
would  like  to  use  it  as  their  master  at  Eichmond  has  done, 
merely  as  a  stepping-stone  to  power,  which  they  might 
afterward  cast  aside.  But  they  would  find  it  impossible  to 
lay  the  spirit  of  ruin  they  had  evoked.  The  circumstances 
are  not  the  same.  We  have  no  aristocratic  and  scarcely  any 
plebeian  class,  no  universal  interest  like  Slavery  to  bind  the 
States;  their  "sovereignty"  would  be  for  us  a  fearful 
reality,  and  that  reality —  anarchy. 

The  principle  has  been  established  that  one  or  more  states 
may  lawfully  and  peaceably  secede  from  the  general  govern- 
ment. As  soon  as  the  West  is  dissatisfied  with  a  high  tariff", 
or  New-England  with  a  new  one  ;  as  soon  as  Pennsylvania 
wants  a  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  or  Ohio  objects  to  one — quick, 
raise  the  standard  of  secession  !     The  central  government 
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could  only  expect  to  maintain  its  integnty  so  long  as  it  com- 
manded a  majority  in  every  state. 

Nay,  how  can  we  even  hope  that  this  disintegrating  pro- 
cess would  be  confined  to  the  separation  of  the  states  from 
one  another  ?  We  shall  have  to  descend  to  much  smaller 
fractions  of  government  before  we  reach  the  ultimate  atoms. 
Every  one  of  the  larger  states  contains  a  variety  of  conflict- 
ing interests.  So  far  from  a  state  possessing  any  peculiar 
indivisibility,  as  the  disunionists  claim,  it  is  much  easier  to 
divide  a  state  than  the  Union.  That  states  can  be  divided 
is  proved  by  the  fact  that  they  have  been.  Maine  was  made 
out  of  Massachusetts,  Vermont  out  of  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  recently  West  Virginia  out  of  Virginia. 

In  estimating  the  destructive  forces  at  work,  we  must  not 
omit  the  outside  influence  of  the  Southern  oligarchy,  and 
the  two  great  powers  of  Western  Europe.  The  former 
would  have  no  objections  to  acquiring  the  nearest  portions  of 
our  territory  as  subject  provinces  ;  the  latter,  remembering 
our  ancient  strength,  would  never  rest  till  we  were  broken 
into  the  smallest  pieces.  The  Europeans  have  as  yet  only 
ventured  to  work  indirectly  by  intrigue  ;  they  would  then  be 
emboldened  to  renew  the  Mexican  experiment. 

With  all  these  agencies  undermining  our  government, 
nothing  short  of  a  perpetual  miracle  could  avert  its  destruc- 
tion. The  country  would  be  comminuted.  New  England 
has  homogeneousnesB  enough  to  hold  together,  but  all  the 
territory  west  of  the  Hudson  would  be  sundered  into  more 
fragments  than  there  are  states.  The  Southern  pro-slavery 
portions  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  would 
separate  from  the  Northern  anti-slavery  portions.  The  city 
of  New  York  would  break  off"  from  the  state,  the  western 
counties  from  the  eastern.  Some  of  these  fragments  would 
probably  be  swallowed  up  by  the  Southern  oligarchy  or  empire  ; 
the  others,  if  they  did  not  become  European  dependencies, 
would  go  on  squabbling  among  themselves,  with  no  better 
position  in  the  world  than  the  South  American  Republics  or 
the  petty  German  states. 

The  prospect  is  too  temble  and  melancholy  to  contemplate 
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without  a  shndcier,  eTeii^  in  imagination  ;  yet  we  must  look 
at  it,  for  the  danger  is  liere,  imminent,  right  over,  our  heads 
A  Eepublican  Senate  may  delay  it  for  two  years,  but  from 
the  time  that  an  armistice  is  under  way,  from  the  time  that 
it  is  officially  proposed  by  us  our  ruin  is  certain  ;  it  may  be 
delayed,  but  cannot  be  averted. 

One  would  gladly  disbelieve  that  men  can  be  found  so  in- 
fatuated as  to  labor  day  and  night  for  the  very  purpose  of 
bringing  about  this  catastrophe  ;  but  the  fact  is  as  undenia- 
ble as  it  is  lamentable.  They  have  been  condemned  too  often 
out  of  their  own  mouths  ;  and  disagreeable  as  the  investiga- 
tion may  be,  the  causes  of  their  folly  are,  at  least,  not  diffi- 
cult to  find. 

In  the  first  place,  the  copperhead  is  the  mean  white  of  the 
North.*  The  Southern  oligarch  has  established  the  same 
superiority  over  him  as  over  his  own  plebeian  neighbors.  The 
copperhead  is  the  slaveholder's  servant,  and  in  seeking  to 
tear  the  country  to  pieces,  he  is  only  following  his  master's 
bidding.  Secondly,  he  is  inspired  by  an  ever-craving  lust 
for  office  and  its  emoluments,  deprived  of  which,  he  rages 
like  a  beast  deprived  of  its  young.  Certain  politicians  of 
the  old  Democratic  party  had  come  to  consider  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  as  their  own  property,  which  they,  like 
the  Aldermanic  "  King"  of  New  York,  could  farm  out  for 
their  sole  personal  advantage,  and  in  which  no  outsider  had 
any  right  to  interfere. 

Hence  their  blind  fury  against  the  Eepublicans,  whom  they 
regard  as  having  robbed  them  of  their  own  particular  steal- 
ings. "  We  will  never  let  a  single  Eepublican  hold  office 
again  !"  exclaimed  a  triumphant  Western  Copperhead,  two 
years  ago,  when  the  elections  seemed  to  promise  a  restoration 
of  his  party  to  power.  That  was  his  idea  of  sending  his  op- 
ponents to  Tartarus  !  For  vengeance  these  men  will  sacrifice 
anything.  Earth  and  hell  are  alike  ransacked  ;  no  ally  is  to 
be  despised  or  unsought ;  Jefferson  Davis,  Louis  Napoleon, 
the  very  English  aristocracy  whom  they  used  to  abuse — all 
these  they  beg,  and  beseech,  and  implore,  and  entreat  and 
supplicate  to  come  and  help  them  ruin  the  country,  so  that 
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only  tliey  may  be  revenged  on  those  infamous  Black  Kepub- 
licans,  Avho  have  exchided  them  from  the  fat  j)hiees  which 
were  their  gods  ! 

But  General  McClellan,  it  may  be  said,  is  not  an  old  poli- 
tician, or  a  '^  Peace-at-any-price"  man.  He  explicity  de- 
clares that  Union  is  the  only  possible  basis  of  peace. 

What  then  ? 

If  we  could  take  the  G-eneral's  letter  by  itself  alone,  "  pure 
and  simple/'  as  the  diplomatists  say,  then,  without  much 
coaxing,  we  might  state  the  case  thus  :  "  The  difference  be- 
tween Lincoln  and  McClellan  is  that  the  former  wishes  the 
Union  restored  without  slavery,  and  the  latter  wishes  it  re- 
stored with  slavery.  Lincoln  tried  McClellan's  plan  for  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  then  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  and  adopt 
the  more  radical  course  as  a  military  necessity.  McClellan's 
election  would,  therefore,  put  back  the  war,  and  is  so  far  to 
be  deprecated  ;  still,  it  does  not  necessarily  involve  absolute 
ruin." 

But,  alas  !  we  can  no  more  take  the  letter  without  the 
platform  as  an  exjjosition  of  the  party,  than  we  can  take 
Hebrews  without  John  and  James,  or  vice  versa,  as  an  expo- 
sition of  the  New  Testament.  The  one  complements  the 
other,  and  it  is  too  plain,  on  comparing  them,  that  the  letter 
was  framed  to  catch  one  class  of  voters  and  the  platform  to 
catch  another  class,  with  directly  conflicting  views.  And  the 
comparison  brings  back  to  mind  those  twenty  years  of  com- 
promise and  dishonesty,  when  every  candidate  was  bound  to 
be  "  available,"  and  every  declaration  of  principles  to  be 
Janus-faced  ;  when  the  Presidents  were  miserable  ciphers, 
the  tools  of  their  own  cabinets  ;  when  politics  were  regarded 
as  a  mere  knaves'  scramble  for  office,  and  most  persons  con- 
sidered government  a  mere  superfluity — not  a  very  ornamental 
one  either — and  the  whole  concern  was  driving  to  destruction 
in  the  merriest  and  pleasantest  way  imaginable. 

But  in  those  days  there  was  something  to  be  said  for 
"going  in  on  the  general  issue,"  as  Seymour  calls  it.  Though 
the  practice  was  gradually  eating  away  all  political  honesty 
and  truth,  its  fatal  effects  were  not  yet  clearly  perceptible, 
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and  meanwhile  fhe  immediate  questions  before  the  people 
were  not  of  a  vital  character.  If  a  cabinet  did  split  about  a 
fiscal  agent  or  an  ad-valorem  duty,  nothing  very  terrible 
could  come  of  it. 

Such  is  not  the  case  now.  The  issue  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  so-called  Democratic  party  is  as  grave  and 
as  clearly  drawn  as  that  between  death  and  life.  "  Immedi- 
ate cessation  of  hostilities  ;"  "  Union  as  an  indispensable 
condition  of  peace."  It  is  no  more  jDOSsible  to  be  in  favor  of 
hoih  these  than  it  is  to  serve  God  and  Mammon  ;  and  an 
administration  composed  of  war  and  peace  men,  supj^osing 
them  all  to  he  in  earnest,  would  resemble  a  coach  with  three 
horses  at  each  end. 

Suppose  McClellan  elected.  He  must,  according  to  all 
precedent,  construct  a  Cabinet  from  both  wings  of  his  party. 
Then  the  President  and  half  his  Secretaries  refuse  to  make 
peace  except  on  the  basis  of  Union.  As  Davis  has  spurned 
that  condition  in  advance,  they  must  go  on  with  the  war,  in 
a  slow,  creepy,  McClellanish  sort  of  way,  to  be  sure,  but 
still  go  on  with  it  somehow.  But  the  other  half  of  the 
Cabinet  is,  at  least,  equally  earnest  for  an  immediate  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities.  Will  they  not,  therefore,  do  all  in  their 
power  to  block,  and  trammel,  and  hinder  the  war — to  bring 
to  a  stand-still  what  was  already  retarded  in  its  progress  ? 
And  is  it  not  this  exactly  ivliat  "  our  adversaries^'  want  ? 

No,  the  alternative  between  the  two  candidates,  Lincoln 
and  McClellan,  and  the  two  parties,  the  Eepublican  and  the 
so-called  Democratic,  is  Peace  and  Union  through  the  War, 
or  Permanent  separation.  Dishonor,  and  Destruction.  Which 
will  the  American  people  choose  ?  ' 
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WHOM  DO  ENGLISH  TOEIES  WISH  ELECTED  TO  THE 
PRESIDENCY  ? 

The  following  extracts  from  late  English  papers  "will  show 
which  candidate  for  the  Presidency  is  favored  by  those 
Englishmen  who  have  labored  so  zealously  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  country  : 

The  Times.     (Sept.  26.) 

"  McClellan  is  the  '  regular  nominep,'  and  mdess  the  dis- 
appointed section  is  strong  enough  to  reassemble  the  conven- 
tion, and  obtain  from  it  a  reversal  of  the  election,  the  party 
must  go  into  the  field  against  the  Kepublicans." 

The  Morning  Post.     (Sept.  27.) 

"  It  is  curious  that,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  several 
organs  of  the  English  press  inferred  that  the  nomination  of 
General  McClellan  might  be  accej)ted  as  the  inauguration  of 
a  peace  policy." 


The  Moening  Herald.     (Sept.  28.) 

"  A  great  victory  in.  the  South  would  at  once  give  the 
upper  hand  to  the  peace  party  in  the  North." 

Saturday  Eeview.     (Oct.  1.) 

"  For  the  honorary  sinecure  of  the  Vice-Presidency,  they 
ventured  to  select  one  of  their  own  number,  Mr.  Pendleton, 
a  highly  respectable  Peace  Democrat  from  Ohio.  Mr, 
Horatio  Seymour  and  his  friends  had  no  reason  to  reckon  on 
General  McClellan's  concurrence  in  their  views,  but  they 
were  probably  assured  by  his  personal  supporters  that  he 
would  adopt  the  resolutions  of  the  convention." 

United  Service  Gazette.     {Oct.  1.) 

"  If  Lee  delivers  his  battle  and  wins,  Mr.  Lincoln  loses  his 
election  ;  General  McClellan  will  take  his  place,  and  peace 
will  be  the  result." 

The  Press.     {Oct.  1.) 

"  What  Mr.  D'Israeli  said  on  the  question  at  Aylesbury 
the  other  day,  is  no  doubt  true  enough  ;  but  though  the 
issues  of  the  war  are  vast  and  profound,  and  the  people  of 
the  North  are  unwilling  to  sacrifice  themselves  for  the  attain- 
ment of  those  issues,  the  war  must  languish,  and  finally  die 
out  for  want  of  popular  support.  Sooner  or  later  this  must 
happen,  and  if  the  Democrats  are  active  and  energetic,  the 
grand  result  may  be  brought  about  by  the  approaching  elec- 
tion for  the  next  President  of  the  Federal  States." 

John  Bull.     (Oct.  1.) 

"  Now  it  seems  to  us  possible  that  McClellan  may  still 
secure,  or  attempt  to  secure,  the  votes  of  the  Peace  Demo- 
crats, by  coming  out  hereafter  with  some  proposal  of  tender- 
ing an  immediate  armistice  and  a  general  convention  of  all 


the  states,  to  re-settle  the  Constitution  under  wliicli  they  are 
in  future  to  live.  As  we  read  his  letter,  it  is  quite  possible 
for  him,  while  coming  forward  as  a  candidate  under  the  old 
Constitution,  to  say  that  it  shall,  at  all  hazards,  be  main- 
tained by  him  untU  properly  abrogated  by  some  such  general 
convention  of  states  as  that  which  first  adopted  it.  As  a 
general  at  the  head  of  the  nominal  army  of  the  United 
States,  he  might,  if  elected,  consider  himself  a  second 
Washington.  *  *  *  *  This  would  fully  acknowledge 
State  Rights,"  &c.,  &c. 

The  Index.     (Confederate  agent  in  London.)     Oct.  1. 

"Well  will  it  be  for  the  Confederate  States,  but,  above 
all,  for  the  United  States,  if  the  Northern  peace  party 
become  dominant." 


THE  BRITISH  APPEAL  FOR  PEAOE-MORE  IM- 
PERTINENCE. 


Governor  Seymour  is  made  the  recipient  of  a  memorial, 
which  has  appeared  in  print,  from  some  three  hundred 
Englishmen  and  Irishmen,  pronouncing  our  war  against  the 
Southern  states  a  wrong,  a  failure,  and  a  ruin  to  our  republi- 
can institutions,  and  asking  its  immediate  discontinuance. 
This  memorial  is  headed,  and  was  circulated  by  Henry  de 
Houghton,  Baronet.  That  is  appropriate  enough,  for  it 
speaks  for  British  class  interests.  It  is  committed  to  Horatio 
Seymour.  That,  too,  is  appropriate  enough,  for  it  speaks  to 
American  faction  and  sedition.  But  though  the  authorship 
and  the  trusteeship  are  apt,  the  memorial  itself  is  not  so. 
It  is  a  piece  of  superlative  impertinence. 

The  American  people  understand  their  own  concerns. 
They  want  no  foreign  teaching.  They  can  also  manage  their 
own  concerns.     They  want  no  foreign  advice.     Their  assur- 


ance  is  that  this  is  a  war  for  self-preservation.  Their  de- 
termination is  that  it  shall  be  fought  through  until  every 
hair's  breadth  of  the  republic  is  secure.  That  assurance  and 
that  determination  are  as  much  beyond  the  influence  of  the 
Old  World  as  the  sun  in  the  heavens. 

The  English  people — or,  at  least  the  dominant  classes  of 
the  English  people — have  chosen  to  take  sides  against  our 
government,  and  for  the  rebellion.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  this  was  regarded  with  great  regret  by  Americans,  for 
they  had  no  other  than  good  feeling  toward  England. 
Honest  and  earnest  efforts  were  made  to  change  the  English 
spirit.  They  failed.  Our  people  realized  the  failure, 
accepted  it,  and  resigned  themselves  to  it.  Since  that  time, 
they  have  been  wholly  indifferent  to  British  sentiment.  So 
far  as  respects  the  positive  complicity  of  the  British  govern- 
ment and  people  with  the  actual  prosecution  of  the  war 
against  us,  on  the  high  seas,  they  have  deferred  the  reckon- 
ing till  they  can  give  it  their  special  attention.  So  far  as 
respects  the  misrepresentation  and  contumely  ceaselessly 
emitted  against  us  by  the  presses  most  patronised  in  Eng- 
land, we  care  not.  It  is  impotent.  These  gentry  may  be- 
fool themselves  as  they  like,  and  rave  as  they  please,  within 
their  own  little  limits.  Our  only  demand  is  that  they  shall 
take  it  out  by  themselves.  Let  them  keep  their  distance. 
Our  people  want  none  of  their  memorials.  We  mean  our . 
loyal  people — these  millions  who  are  governing,  and  who  will 
continue  to  govern  this  nation.  In  their  name,  we  say  to 
these  intermeddlers  :  Back  to  your  place. 


Loyal  Leagues,  Clubs,  or  individuals,  may  obtain  any  of 
our  publications  at  the  cost  price,  by  application  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  or  by  calling  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Society,  No.  863  Broadway,  where  all  information  may  be 
obtained  relating  to  the  society. 
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EXPLANATORY. 

A  NUMBER  of  liberal-minded  citizens  of  New  York,  having 
suggested  the  propriety  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  influential 
friends  of  the  Union  cause  in  Europe,  and  in  some  of  the 
public  libraries  there,  an  authentic  collection  of  the  essential 
documents  and  facts  connected  with  our  national  struggle — 
and  also  some  of  the  best  statements  of  the  causes  and 
aspects  of  the  rebellion,  which  have  been  issued  in  separate 
pamphlets,  a  fund  "was  subscribed  for  that  purpose  by  about 
sixty  gentlemen-=^and  sets  of  the  "  Rebellion  Record,"  in 
morocco,  half  russia,  or  cloth,  were  purchased  and  forwarded 
to  fifty- five  persons  and  libraries  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
continent.  The  Loyal  Publication  Society's  pamphlets, 
similarly  bound,  were  sent  at  the  same  time. 

Various  causes  appear  to  have  delayed  the  responses  to 
the  letters  accompanying  the  books  ;  and  in  some  eight  or 
ten  instances  no  response  have  been  received  to  this  date 
(October  25).  The  books  for  Count  Gasparin  were  erroneously 
sent  to  Paris  instead  of  Geneva,  All  the  packages  were  for- 
warded through  Austin,  Baldwin  &  Co.'s  European  Express, 
and  expenses  paid  to  their  destination^ 

New  York,  Oct.  25,  1864.       . 


PRELIMINARY. 


From  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  March  11,  1864. 

A  PKACTICAL  AND  USEFUL  COMPLIMENT. 

"At  the  Union  League  Club,  last  evening,  some  fifty  gentlemen  assembled 
to  see  the  books  they  had  caused  to  be  prepared  to  be  sent  to  Europe.  The 
books  are  handsomely  and  appropriately  bound  by  Matthews,  and  each 
set  is  accompanied  by  a  letter,  substantially  as  foUows  : 


To. 


New  Yokk,  March,  1864. 


Sir  :  The  undersigned,  citizens  of  New  York,  have  united  in  pur- 
chasing a  number  of  sets  of  a  work,  entitled  the  "  Rebellion  Record," 
to  be  transmitted  to  influential  gentlemen,  and  a  few  of  the  public 
libraries  in  Europe ;  believing  that  the  comprehensive  collection  of 
documentary  materials  for  history  which  this  work  contains,  will  be 
useful  in  conveying  just  views  and  accurate  information  in  regard  to 
all  aspects  of  the  gi'eat  struggle  in  which  our  nation  is  engaged. 

"Will  you  do  us  the  favor  to  present  these  volumes  to  the  Managers 
of for  their  acceptance  ? 


WM.  H.  ASPINWALL, 
HIRAM  BAENEY, 
MARTIN  BATES,  Jk.,  &  Co.,. 
JAS.  W.  BEEKIMAN, 
JAMES  BROWN, 
WILLIAM  T.  BLODGETT, 
BENTLEY  &  BURTON, 
CAYLUS,  DE  ilUYTER  &  Co. 
HENRY  CHAUNCEY, 
S.  B  CHITTENDEN, 
H.  B.  CLAFLIN, 
J.  LORIMER  GRAHAM,  Je., 
CHARLES  C.  GOODHUE, 
GEO.  GRISWOLD, 
JOHN  C.  GREEN, 
SHEPHERD  GANDY, 
GIRARD,  BARBY  &  CO., 
CHAS.  A.  HECKSHER, 
R.  HOE  &  CO., 


BICHARD  M.  HUNT, 
SETH  V.  HUNT, 
WILSON  G.  HUNT, 
D.  WILLIS  JAMES, 
JOHN  JAY, 

KETCHUM,  SON  &  CO., 
JAMES  LENOX, 
LEGRAND  LOCKWOOD, 
ROBERT  B.  MINTURN, 
L.  MARX  &  CO., 
MORSE  &  CO., 
LEVI  P.  MORTON, 
WM.  NIBLO, 
JOHN  PAINE, 
ALBERT  CLARK, 
EDWARD  COOPER, 
ELLIOT  C.  COWDIN, 
THOMAS  N.  DALE, 
CHARLES  R.  DEGEN, 
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F.  H.  DELANO, 
WILLIAM  E.  DODGE, 
WILLIAM  E.  DODGE,  Jr., 
JAMES  M.  DEAKE  &  CO., 
SIMEON  DRAPER, 
WILLIAM  H.  FOGG, 
H.  E.  PIERREPONT, 
JOHN  C.  PETERS, 
HOWARD  POTTER, 
THEODORE  ROOSEVELT, 
ROBT.  B.  ROOSEVELT, 
GEO.  S.  EMNSFORD, 
SCHUCHARDT  &  GERHARD, 
ISAAC  T.  SMITH, 

JOHN  D. 


JOHN  STEWARD, 
ROBERT  L.  STUART, 
RUTHERFORD  STUYVESANT, 
OTIS  D.  SWAN, 
E.  W.  STOUGHTON, 
GEO.  T.  STRONG, 
SHERMAN  &  WIBIRT, 
H.  H.  SWIFT, 

ALEX.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 
GEO.  C.  WARD, 
WM.  H.  WEBB, 
EDWARD  WESTON, 
A.  R.  WETMORE, 
SAMUEL  WETMORE, 
WOLFE. 


"Complete  sets  of  the  Recoed  are  purchased  by  the  above  gentlemen  for 
the  folio-wing  persons,  and  each  set  is  thus  inscribed  : 


The  Libraries  of — 
HER  MAJESTY,  QUEEN  VICTORIA, 
H.  M.,  THE  EMPEROR  OF  RUSSIA, 
H.  M.,  THE  KING  OF  ITALY, 
H.  M.,  THE  EMPEROR  OF  BRAZIL 


RICHARD  COBDEN,  Esq.,  M.  P., 
JOHN  BRIGHT,  Esq.,  M.  P., 
JOHN  STUART  MILL,  Esq., 
HON.  EDWARD  ELLICE,  M.  P. 
PROF.  GOLDWIN  SMITH,  Oxford, 
PROF.  THOROLD  ROGERS,     " 
PROF.  J.  F.  CAIRNES,  Dubhn, 
REV.  NEWMAN  HALL, 
RT.  HON.  MILNER  GIBSON, 
THE  EARL  OF  CARLISLE, 
THE  DUKE  OF  ARGYLL, 
W.  E.  FORSTER,  Esq.,  M.  P., 
HON.  AND  REV.  BAPTIST  NOEL, 
REV.  DR.  MASSIF, 
GEO.  ELLIOTT,  Esq.,  London, 
HON.  FRANCIS  MOWATT,  London 
HARRIET  MARTINEAU, 
FERD.  FREILIGRATH,  London, 
MONS.  A.  LAUGEL,  London, 
WM.  EVANS,  Esq.,  London, 
NASSAU  W.  SENIOR,  Esq.,  London, 
COUNT  A.  GASPARIN,  Paris, 
M.  EDOUARD  LABOULAYE,  Paris, 
THE  ST.  JAMES' 


M  .AUGUST  COCHIN,  Paris, 
M.  HENRI  MARTIN,  Paris, 
THE  PRINCE  NAPOLEON,  Paris, 
THE  PRINCE  DE  JOmVILLE,   " 
BARON  ROEME,  Berlm, 
PROFESSOR  P.  A  HANSEN,  Gotha, 
HIS  EXCELLENCY  J.  J.  ROCHUS- 

SEN,  The  Hague, 
H.  R.  H.  LE  DUC  D'AUMALE, 
ADRIEN  NAVILLE,  Esq.,  Geneva, 
THE  CITY  library;  Hamburg, 
THE  CITY  LIBRARY,  Frankft,  o.  m. 
THE  ROYAL  LIBRARY,  BerUn, 
THE  ROYAL  LIBRARY,  Stuttgart, 
THE  ROYAL  LIBRARY,  Dresden. 


THE  FREE  LIBRARY,  Manchester, 
THE  FREE  LIBRARY,  Liverpool, 
THE  MECHANICS'  LIBRARY,  Glas- 
gow, 
THE  MECHANICS'  LIBRARY,  Edin- 
burgh, 
THE  REFORM  CLUB,  London, 
THE  WHITTINGTON  CLUB,  Lon- 
don, 
THE    EMANCIPATION  .SOCIETY, 

London, 
UNION  AND  EMANCIPATION  SO- 
CIETY, Manchester. 
CLUB,  London, 
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Editors  of  THE  DAILY  NEWS,  London, 
THE  STAR,  London, 
THE  EX.\MIXER,  Manchester, 
"  THE  POST,  Liverpool, 

THE  MEECUKY,  Leeds, 
CALEDONLVN  MEECUEY,  Edinburgh. 

"  The  Loyal  Publication  Society's  documents,  forty-two  in  number,  bound 
in  one  volume,  are  to  be  sent  at  the  same  time  to  the  above  persons  and  li- 
braries. 

"A  ■warm  interest  was  manifested  in  this  compliment  to  our  influential 
friends  abroad,  and  the  manner  of  its  execution  seemed  to  give  general  sat- 
isfaction, and  to  create  a  desire  that  the  list  of  recipients  of  the  books  should 
be  considerably  extended.  The  importance  of  such  a  work  of  reference,  of 
authentic  character,  within  reach  of  all  intelligent  readers  in  Europe,  is 
so  obvious,  that  our  best  citizens  promptly  recognize  it,  and  have  cheerfully 
responded  to  the  suggestion." — X.  Y,  Eve.  Post,  March  11,  1864. 

The  Albany  Eveninq  Journal,  in  noticing  this  friendly  literary  gift,  says  : 
"This  is  an  era  in  American  literature,  and»the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
any  literature,  that  a  work  of  one  nation  has  been  sent  to  another  for  its  po- 
litical edification  and  instruction.     It  deserves  to  be  placed  on  record." 
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LETTERS  FROM  EUROPE, 

m  RESPONSE    TO  CITIZENS    OF   NEW  YOEK   WHO    HAD  PRE- 
SENTED  BOOKS,    ETC.,  ON   THE  AMERICAN   CONTEST. 


FROM  W.  E.  FORSTER,  ESQ.,  M.  P. 

Kefokm  Club,  Pall  Mall, 
London,  June  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Putnam,  of  New  York, 
informing  me  that  several  gentlemen — influential  citizens  of  New 
York — have  been  so  good  as  to  present  me  with  copies  of  the  volumes 
of  the  Rebellion  Record  up  to  a  recent  date,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  pamphlets  issued  by  the  New  York  Loyal  Publication  Society, 
and  requesting  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to  yourself. 

Will  you  be  good  enough,  to  inform  these  gentlemen  that  I  have 
received  the  volumes  in  safety,  and  to  return  them  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  a  present  so  valuable,  and  to  which  in  fulfilling  my  pai'lia- 
mentary  duties  I  shall  often  find  it  most  useful  to  refer. 

Most  earnestly  hoping  that  the  time  is  quickly  approaching  when 
no  more  numbers  of  a  Rebellion  Record  will  have  to  appear  in  your 
country,  when  peace  and  freedom  will  prevail  throughout  the  Union, 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.   E.   FoRSTER. 

W.  T.  Blodgett,  Esq. 


i 


FROM  RIGHT  HON.  MILNER  GIBSON,  M.  P. 

London,  Mmj  21,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Putnam's  letter  in- 
forming me  that  a  set  of  volumes  entitled  the  Rebellion  Record,  togeth- 
er with  a  copy  of  the  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Loyal  Publication 
Society  of  New  York,  have  been  offered  for  my  acceptance  by  sundry 
citizens  of  New  York,  whose  names  were  enclosed  in  a  circular. 

May  I  beg  you  to  convey  to  those  gentlemen  my  high  sense  of  their 
kindness  and  to  thank  them  for  the  works  in  question. 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

Thos.  Milner  Gibson. 
P.  S. — The  works  have  duly  arrived. 
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FERDINAND  FREILIGRATH,  THE  GERMAN  POET. 

London,  2  Royal  Ex.  Buildings, 
May  21,  1864. 

Drar  Sir  :  According  to  Mr.  G .  P.  Putnam's  desire,  I  beg  to 
indicate  to  you  the  receipt  of  a  set  of  tlie  "  Rebellion  Record" 
(6  volumes),  together  with  a  copy  of  the  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Loyal 
Publication  Society  of  your  city — the  whole  transmitted  to  me  by  Mr. 
Putnam  as  a  gift  of  several  citizens  of  New  York,  you  among  the 
number. 

I  want  not  to  tell  you,  dear  sir,  how  highly  I  prize  the  honor  thus 
conferred  on  me,  and  how  proud  1  am  to  accept  it.  Let  me  offer  to 
you — to  you  and  to  your  friends — my  deeply-felt  thanks  for  your 
kindness. 

The  ".  Rebellion  Record,"  I  find  by  a  first  rapid  glance,  is  an  invalu- 
able collection  of  materials  for  the  future  historian  of  your  present 
gigantic  national  struggle.  I  promise  myself  much  instruction  from 
its  perusal,  and  hope  that  tlie  impression  which  it  is  sure  to  make 
upon  my  mind  with  its  mass  of  detailed  information  of  all-absorbing 
interest,  will  enable  me  ere  long  to  send  you  something  in  return 
which,  however  small  and  insignificant  in  comparison  with  your  noble 
gift  yet  will  show  you  the  sympathy  I  feel  with  jour  cause — with 
the  cause  of  the  Union — with  the  cause  of  liberty  and  humanity ! 

That  that  cause  may  soon  be  completely  victorious,  and  that  the 
"  Rebellion  Record,"  notwithstanding  all  its  literary  merit,  may  not 
live  to  see  many  more  volumes  added  to  its  present  number,  is  my 
earnest  and  heartfelt  wish. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir, 

Yours  ever  truly  and  gratefully, 

F.  Fkeiligrath. 
W.  T.  Blodgett,  Esq., 

Loyal  Publication  Society,  New  Torh 


■    HON.    AND    REV.    BAPTIST    NOEL, 
36  Westhoume  Terrace,  Hyde  Park,  W. 

London,  May  17. 

Gentlemen:  Accept  my  thanks  for  a  copy  of  the  "Rebellion 
Record,"  which  I  value  as  a  token  of  your  esteem. 

May  God  grant  you  speedy  and  complete  victory,  and  may  your 
nation — freed  from  the  yoke  of  the  slaveholders  and  saved  from  the 
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dismemberment  they  have  plotted — be  among  the  foremost  of  the 
nations  in  religion,  in  morals,  in  knowledge,  and  in  every  kind  of 
prosperity. 

Believe  me,  your  obedient  servant, 

Baptist  W.  Noel. 
Messrs.  Aspinwaij,,  Barney,  and  others. 


PEOF.  J.  F.  CAIRNES,  UNIVEESITY  OF  DUBLIN. 

94  Lower  Mount  street, 

Dublin,  May  21,  18G4. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  26th  ulto.,  in  w^hich  you  ap- 
prise me  of  having  forwarded,  on  behalf  of  the  gentlemen  mentioned 
in  the  circular  you  enclose,  a  set  of  "  The  Kebellion  Record,"  to- 
gether with  a  volume  of  the  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Loyal  Publica- 
tion Society,  for  my  acceptance. 

Allow  me  in  reply  to  express  the  profound  and  grateful  sense  I  en- 
tertain of  the  high  honor  conferred  on  me  by  this  handsome  and 
highly-esteemed  gift. 

The  volumes  have  reached  me  in  perfect  safety,  and  shall  be  pre- 
served as  a  proud  memorial  of  the  generous  recognition  accorded  by 
those  citizens  of  New  York  to  my  humble  efforts  to  set  forth  the 
causes  of  a  struggle  in  which,  as  I  firmly  believe,  are  involved  some 
of  the  dearest  and  most  vital  interests  of  the  human  race, 
I  am,  sir,  with  sincere  respect, 

Your  faithful  servant, 

J.  F,  Cairnes. 
Geo.  p.  Putnam,  Esq. 


REV.   DE.   MASSIE,   AUTHOR    OF  A  WOEK   ON  THE  AMEEICAN 

CONFLICT. 

20  Lonsdale  Terrace, 
London,  May  18,  1864. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  copy  of  "Rebellion  Record,"  six  volumes,  and 
one  volume  of  the  publications  by  the  "  Loyal  Publication  Society," 
presented  by  citizens  of  New  York  to  myself,  have  been  received  by 
me.  Tlie  value  I  put  upon  the  work  is  great.  I  had  carefully  scan- 
ned almost  every  page  of  the  first  five  volumes,  which  I  purchased  in 
New  York  at  the  close  of  a   visit  to  America.     It  would  be  well  for 
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many  of  my  countrymen  if  they  would  study,  as  I  have  done,  the 
phases  of  your  conflict  as  exhibited  in  that  publication  ;  and  would 
save  not  a  few  men  from  subsequent  shame  for  their  prejudiced  and 
erroneous  judgment,  expressed  sometimes  with  great  flippancy,  in 
speech  and  writing,  concerning  the  United  States  and  their  govern- 
ment. 

I  trust  the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  facts  of  legisrlation  and  the 
action  of  the  several  states  will  demonstrate  the  salutary  progress  of 
true  universal  liberty  among  citizens  of  every  color  in  the  Union — 
when  the  curse  of  slavery  has  been  removed,  and  the  ripened  fruit  of 
that  curse,  the  rebellion,  has  been  cast  into  perdition !  America  need 
fear  no  antagonist  within  or  beyond  the  boundary  of  her  territoiy. 

My  prayer  every  day  is,  that  the  yoke  and  rod  of  the  oppressor  may 
be  broken,  and  the  victims  of  tyranny  may  be  set  free.  Let  America 
exhibit  equal  justice  to  all.  And  yet,  1  apprehend,  equal  justice 
would  entail  fearful  retribution  to  those  who  have  traded  in  slaves 
and  the  souls  of  men.     But  God  has  said,  "Vengeance  is  mine." 

Will  you  convey  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  gift  which  I  now  ac- 
knowledge, and  believe  me,  faithfully  yours, 

James  W.  Massie. 


KICHAED  COBDEN,  ESQ.,  M.  P. 

London,  June  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  duly  received  a  set  of  a  work  entitled  the  "  Rebellion 
Record,"  together  with  a  volume  of  pamphlets,  forwarded  to  me  by 
a  body  of  gentlemen  in  New  York  city.  Let  me  beg  you  and  those 
with  whom  you  are  associated  to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  this  act  of  courtesy.  The  volumes,  however,  are  acceptable 
on  higher  than  mere  personal  grounds.  They  contain  an  armory  of 
facts  which  cannot  fail  to  be  serviceable  to  those  who,  like  myself, 
are  humbly  but  earnestly  endeavoring  to  disseminate  sound  views 
upon  the  nature  of  your  struggle  in  defence  of  civilization  and  free- 
dom. It  was  a  happy  thought  of  your  patriotic  body  which  prompt- 
ed them  to  place  their  weapons  of  moral  warfare  in  the  hands  of  your 
friends  throughout  Europe,  to  sustain  their  faith  in  your  good  cause, 
and  enable  them  to  convince,  or  at  least  confute,  their  and  your  op- 
ponents in  the  field  of  controversy.  Again  begging  you  and  your 
colleagues  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks, 

I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

Ric'd  Cobden. 
W.  T.  Blodgett,  Esq. 
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JOHN  BRIGHT,  ESQ.,  M.  P. 

[Mr.  Briglit's  letter  acknowledging  the  books  sent  by  the  New  York  sub- 
scribers, has  been  mislaid.  The  following,  written  early  in  1863,  is  inter- 
esting, as  showing  this  noble  man's  consistent  and  wavering  faith  in  the 
Union  cause  throughout  all  its  trials  and  dangers.  ] 

London,  Feb'y  27,  18o3. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  handsome  and  most  accept- 
able present  of  the  four  volumes  of  the  "  Record  6f  the  Rebellion.'^ 

I  have  often  wished  for  the  work,  and  had  intended  to  have  bought 
it.  The  copy  you  liave  sent  me  I  shall  value  highly,  as  I 'do  the 
kind  feeling  toward  -me  which  prompted  you  to  send  it  to  me. 

Your  work  is  original  in  its  character.  It  must  be  far  more  com- 
plete and  accurate  than  any  other  history  that  has  ever  been  written, 
and  a  hundred  years  hence  it  will  be  regarded  as  the  most  remarkable 
and  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  works  produced  on  your  Conti- 
nent. 

I  hope  in  its  conclusion  it  will  have  to  tell  of  the  entire  uprooting 
of  Slavery,  and  of  the  perfect  restoration  of  a  grand  and  purified 
Union, 

You  will  have  observed,  that  in  England  a  great  change  in  opinion 
is  taking  place,  or  an  opinion  hitherto  silent  is  being  expressed.  In 
every  town  great  meetings  are  held  to  discuss  the  "  American  ques- 
tion," and  invariably  resolutions  are  almost  unanimously  agreed  to 
in  favor  of  the  North  and  Union,  and  the  Abolition  of  Slavery. 

I  hope  we  may  soon  have  tidings  of  the  progress  of  your  govern- 
ment in  recovering  the  revolted  States,  and  see  some  prospect  of 
the  great  contest  coming  to  a  close.  The  divisions  in  the  North 
create  uneasiness  here  as  being  calculated  to  weaken  the  President, 
and  to  give  fresh  hopes  to  the  South.  I  hope  with  you  they  ap- 
pear less  formidable  than  to  us  who  look  upon  them  from  a  dis- 
tance. 

Thanking  you  most  sincerely  for  your  handsome  and  valuable  gift, 
and  for  the  kind  words  you  have  inscribed  in  the  first  volume, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours  most  truly, 

John  Bright. 
G.  P.  Putnam,  Esq. 


ON    THE    AMERICAN   CONTEST.  11 

Reform  Club,  Pall  Mall, 

London,  June  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  beg  you,  and  the  gentlemen  associated  with 
you,  under  the  title  of  the  Loyal  Publication  Society  of  New  York,  to 
accept  the  best  thanks  of  the  Library  Committee  of  this  club  for  your 
very  obliging  donation  to  the  club,  of  the  six  volumes  of  the  Rebellion 
Record,  and  the  volume  of  Miscellaneous  Tracts  accompanying  the  same. 
So  important  a  publication  will  be  sure  to  be  regarded  with  interest, 
and  the  members  of  the  club  generally  cannot  but'  highly  appreciate  the 
honor  you  have  done  them,  by  enriching  their  library  with  a  valuable 
contribution  to  contemporary  history. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  must  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Campkin,  F.  S.  A. 

Librarian,  Reform  Club. 
W.  T.  Blodgett,  Esq. 


Reform  Club,  Pall  Mall, 
London, /2me  7,  1864. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  cannot  allow  my  official  acknowledgment  of  the  safe 
arrival  of  your  handsome  present  to  leave  England  without  accom- 
panying it  by  a  less  formal  note  from  myself,  to  assure  you  how  deeply 
1  have  sympathized,  from  the  very  first,  with  you  and  your  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  tremendous  struggle  which  has  been  forced  upon  you 
by  the  attempted  disruption  of  the  Union,  on  the  part  of  the  Slave- 
holding  States. 

It  would  be  idle  to  pretend  that  in  a  club  comprising  1,400  mem- 
bers, held  together  by  the  simple  fact,  that  they  all  espouse,  more  or 
less  energetically,  the  principle  of  Liberalism  in  Home  politics,  every 
one  of  its  members  holds  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to  American 
affairs. 

But  of  this  you  may  rest  assured,  that  many  of  the  most  eminent 
of  these  members  are  not  committed  to  the  suicidal  view  which 
the  pro-slavery  advocates  endeavor  to  uphold. 

I  regret  the  terrible  ordeal  thi'ough  which  it  seems  to  be  the  lot  of 
the  Union  to  pass,  ere  it  achieves  the  great  end  to  which  its  patriotic 
efforts  are  directed,  but  I  have  so  unwavering  a  faith  in  the  ulti- 
mate triumph  of  the  principles  of  justice,  that  gloomy  as  the  outbreak 
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sometimes  appears  to  my  insular  vision,  I  cannot  but  feel  confident 
that  in  the  end  the  enormous  sacrifices  which  your  nation  is  making 
will  be  crowned  w^ith  that  full  and  complete  success  which  every 
patriotic  heart  among  you  is  praying  and  striving  for. 

Neither  would  I  have  you  believe  that  we  are-  nose-led  by  some  of 
your  anti-northern  newspapers.  Those  newspapers  have  special 
features  in  them  which  render  them  readable,  quite  apart  from  their 
views  on  foreign  politics,  and  you  may  rest  assured,  that  every 
Englishman  who  turns  to  a  newspaper  for  his  home  views  and  politics 
is  not  therefore  an  endorser  of  all  the  opinions  enunciated  in  the  more 
speculative  portion  of  its  columns,  to  wit,  its  leading  articles.  Above 
all,  let  me  beg  of  you  to  rest  content,  that  the  great  heart  of  England 
could  not  and  would  not  so  belie  itself  as  to  extend  a  sympathizing 
hand  to  those  whose  efforts  towards  the  destruction  of  the  American 
Union  are  guided  by  a  desire  to  uphold  a  system,  in  her  determi- 
nation to  abolish  which,  in  her  own  possessions,  England  gave  such 
costly  proofs  of  her  sincerity  and  earnestness.  Cordially  wishing 
speedy  success  to  your  noble  work, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Henry  Ca.mpkin. 
W.  T.  Blodgett,  Esq. 


J.  STUAKT  MILL,  AUTHOR  OF  "  POLITICAL    ECONOMY,"  &a 

Blackheath  Park,  Kent, 

July  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  On  returning  from  abroad  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  finding 
the  copy  of  the  "  Rebellion  Record,"  and  of  the  pamphlets  of  the  Loyal 
Publication  Society,  which  the  distinguished  body  of  citizens  of  New 
York  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  April  26,  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  send  me. 

I  beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  present  in  every  sense  so 
valuable ;  and  in  doing  so  I  take  the  opportunity  of  renewing  the  expres- 
sion of  my  warm  admiration  for  the  energy  and  constancy  displayed 
by  the  people  of  the  Free  States  in  their  present  gigantic  struggle,  to 
the  success  of  which  I  look  forward  as  full  of  the  most  important  con- 
sequences to  humanity,  stretching  into  the  remotest  future. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  S.  Mill. 
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WHITTINGTON  CLUB. 

37  Arundel  st.,  Strand, 
London,  May  28,  1864, 

Dear  Sir  :  I  duly  received  a  set  of  the  "  Rebellion  Record"  and  a 
copy  of  the  Pamphlets  issued  by  the  Loyal  Publication  Society  of 
New  York,  through  the  express  of  Messrs.  Austin,  l^aldwin  &  Co., 
and  as  requested,  presented  the  same  in  the  name  of  citizens  of  New 
York  to  the  managing  committee  of  the  Whittington  Club  for  their 
acceptance. 

The  committee  have  been  pleased  to  accept  the  valuable  present, 
and  direct  me  to  request  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  return  their  best 
thanks  to  the  several  gentlemen  belonging  to  your  distinguished  city, 
who  have  honored  the  club  with  so  flattering  an  attention.  They 
also  desire  me  to  express  a  hope  that  the  struggle  in  which  the  coun- 
try is  at  present  engaged  may  eventuate  in  the  consolidation  of  the 
empire  and  the  good  alike  of  the  North  and  the  South. 

With  assurance  of  the  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  D   Grdyther, 
Sec. 


\ 


MECHANICS'  INSTITUTION,  GLASGOW. 

Mechanics'  Institution, 
38  Bath  St.,.  Glasgow,  May  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  duly  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  26th  April  last,  advising 
despatch  of  the  ''Rebellion  Record,''  and  a  copy  of  the  Pamphlets  of 
the  Loyal  Publication  Society  addressed  to  this  Institution.  The  box 
enclosing  these  came  to  hand  on  the  16th  inst.  ;  and  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Directoi's  of  this  Institution  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  very 
handsome  volumes,  and  to  request  you  to  the  donors  their  best 
thanks. 

I  beg  also  to  direct  attention  to  the  enclosed  newspaper  report  of  a 
public  meeting  of  our  Institution  held  last  night,  at  which  the  books 
were  exhibited,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  awarded  to  the 
donors. 

1  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

J.  McDouGAL, 
Secy. 
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[extract.] 

"Mr.  Duvid  More  read  a  letter,  dated  the  2Gth  of  April,  lately 
received  by  their  librarian  from  New  York.  It  stated  that  several 
citizens  of  that  city  had  united  in  purchasing  a  number  of  sets  of  a 
work  by  F'rank  IMoore,  entitled  the  '  Rebellion  Record,'  to  be  '  trans- 
mitted to  influential  gentlemen  and  a  few  of  the  public  libraries  in 
Europe,  believing  that  the  comprehensive  collection  of  documentary 
materials  for  history  which  the  work  contained,  would  be  useful  in 
conveying  just  views  and  accurate  information  in  regard  to  all  as- 
pects of  the  great  struggle  in  which  the  American  nation  was  engaged.' 
On  behalf  of  tliose  gentlemen,  the  writer  had  been  requested  to  ask 
the  librarian  of  the  institution  to  present  to  the  managers  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Library  a  complete  set  of  the  above-mentioned  volumes.  The 
books  are  very  neatly  got  up,  and  are  embellished  with  many  fine  por- 
traits. A  vote  of  thanks  was  heartily  given  to  the  donors  of  the 
volumes."  * 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBEAEY,  MUSEUM  AND  GALLEEY  OF  AET  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  LF^EEPOOL. 

Town  Hatx,  Liverpool,  iHay,  1864. 
The    Mayor  and    Corporation  beg  to  convey  to  "A  number  of 
citizens  of  New  York"    their  best  acknowledgments  for   the   under- 
mentioned contribution,  viz. : 

Six  volumes  of  a  work  entitled  "'  The  Rebellion  Record,"  and  one 
volume  from  the  Loyal  Publication  Society, 

Charles  Morley', 

Mayor. 


EMANCIPATION  SOCIETY. 

65  Fleet  street, 
London,  May  18,  1864. 
Dear  Sir  :   On  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  Emancipation  So- 
ciety, I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  complete  set 
of  the  volumes  of  the  "  Rebellion  Record,"  and  also  a  bound  copy  of 
the  pamphlets  of  the  Loyal  Publication  Society. 

I  beg  to  return  you  our  several  thanks  for  the  handsome  and  ac- 
ceptable present,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  you  of  our  deep  sym- 
patliy  with  the  cause  which  every  loyal  American  has  at  heart,  and 
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our  earnest  hope  that  the  restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  downfall  of 
slavery  may  be  speedily  effected. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  faithful  servant, 

F.    W.    ClIASSON, 

,  Secretary. 

UNION  AND  EMANCIPATION  SOCIETY  OF  MANCHESTER. 

[Printed.] — "  The  North  is  for  freedom,  the  South  for  slavery.  The  North 
is  for  freedom  of  discussion,  the  South  represses  freedom  of  discussion  with 
the  tar  brush  and  pine  faggot." 

51  Piccadilly, 
Manchester,  May  27,  1864. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  Executive  of  this  Society  express  their  cordial  ac- 
ceptation^of  the  present  made  to  them  of  the  Record  of  the  Rebel- 
lion and  the  Loyal  League  Publications,  and  assure  you  that  they 
appreciate  the  recognition  of  their  labors  as  a  further  incitement  to 
continued  action  in  the  cause  of  national  amity  and  good  will. 
On  behalf  of  the  Executive, 

I  am  yours  respectfully, 

John  H.  Estcourt, 

Chah^man. 


HAREIET  MARTINEATJ, 
Ambleside,  Westmoreland,  J'm/?/  11,  1864. 

Gentlemen  :  I  beg  to  offer  you  my  best  acknowledgments  for  the 
copy  of  the  '' Rebellion  Record,"  which  I  have  received  from  you. 
I  have  valued  that  work  exceedingly  from  its  first  appearance,  and  I 
shall  now  deposit  the  copy  I  had  before  in  some  public  library,  where 
it  will  be  read  by  the  largest  number  of  our  working  class. 

It  is  with  that  class  that  the  keenest  and  most  enlightened  interest 
is  felt  in  the  progress  of  your  great  conflict — except  that,  if  we  re- 
gard the  first  rate  men  of  all  descriptions  as  a  class,  their  interest  is 
the  deepest  and  most  enlightened — I  mean,  of  course,  on  behalf  of 
the  North,  all  the  enlightenment  being  on  that  side. 

Believe  me,  I  will  do  my  best  to  put  your  gift  to  a  good  use  ;  and 
perhaps,  it  is  not  ill-bestowed  on   one  who   is   always  trying  to  make 
the  case  of  your  great  second  revolution  understood  in  this  country. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  yours  respectfully, 

Harriet  Martineau. 
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EEV.  NEWMAN  HALL. 

28  New  Tinchler  Road, 
London,  N.  W.,  July  25,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg,  through  you,  to  return  my  hearty  thanks  to 
those  gentlemen  who  have  sent  me  the  "  Rebellion  Record."  I  shall 
always  prize  it  very  highly  for  its  intrinsic  vahie,  and  for  the  honor 
thus  conferred  on  me. 

From  the  very  first  T  could  find  no  term  for  the  action  of  "  the 
South"  tlian  the  one  used  in  the  title  of  the  work.  The  parallel 
sometimes  drawn  between  the  Rebellion  of  the  South  and  the  seces- 
sion of  the  American  colonies  from  Great  Britain,  fails  in  every  par- 
ticular. The  American  colonies  were  a  mere  dependency — were  not 
fully  represented — were  treated  unjustly,  and  they  petitioned  before 
they  drew  the  sword.  • 

But  the  Southern  States  were  an  integral  part  of  the  nation — were 
represented  more  powerfully  than  the  rest  in  proportion  to  population — 
had  enjoyed  through  many  years  a  preponderance  of  influence  in  the 
state — had  no  injustice  to  complain  of — did  not  first  seek  constitu- 
tional methods  of  obtaining  their  wishes — but  did  avail  themselves  of 
the  last  of  the  advantages  of  the  Constitution,  in  order,  under  cover  of 
the  law,  to  prepare  traitorously  to  overthrow  that  law.  And,  what  is 
chief  of  all — the  American  colonies  revolted  solely  for  Freedom — the 
South  rebel  solely  that  they  may  perpetuate  and  extend  slavery,  under 
the  false  cry  of  National  Independence  and  Freedom. 

The  very  handsome  set  of  volumes  sent  me,  are  therefore  truly 
designated  the  Rebellion  Record.  This  is  the  character  of  the  w^ar  on 
the  part  of  the  South,  whatever  the  result  may  be.  Wickedness 
sometimes  seems  to  triumph  for  a  while,  even  as  Pharaoh  long  held 
out  against  Moses  and  God,  only  that  his  destruction  might  be  more 
signal  at  last.  I  pray — not  the  Southerners  may  be  destroyed,  but 
that  they  may  be  saved  through  the  destruction  of  their  ivickedness. 

I  hope  still  to  see  America  one  and  free.  But  should  this  not  be, 
God  giant  that  slavery  and  war  may  both  cease  to  sadden  and  deso- 
late your  great  and  glorious  country. 

Constant  absence  from  home  must  be  ray  apology  for  allowing  this 
handsome  present  to  remain  so  long  unacknowledged. 

Believe  me  to  be,  dear  sir,  with  sincere  and  respectful  thanks,  to 
the  donors,  very  faithfully  yours, 

Newman  Hall. 
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PROF.  THOROLD  ROGERS,  UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD. 

OxFOKD,  3Iwi  19,  18G4. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Putnam,  of  New  York,  ami  a  case  containing  six  volumes  of  the 
"  Rebellion  Kecord,"  togetlier  with  a  collection  of  pamphlets  issued 
by  the  Loyal  Publication  Society  of  New  York. 

I  am  profoundly  sensible  of  the  great  distinction  which  is  conferred 
on  me  by  the  present  of  these  valuable  autljorities  foe  the  history  of 
the  great  war  in  which  the  people  of  America  are  engaged,  and  I  ask 
you  to  convey  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  bestowed 
this  honor  on  me. 

Among  the  many  characteristics  of  your  great  nation,  none  is,  I 
think,  so  admirable,  and  none  is  certainly  so  singular,  as  your  habit 
of  generously  appreciating  enlightened  public  opinion  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  of  according  the  kindest  acknowledgments  to  those  who 
seek  to  judge  you  justly,  and  to  interpret  fairly  the  functions  which 
you  fullil  in  the  work  of  hnman  progress.  And  with  tliose  who  are 
aware  of  how  large  has  been  the  contribution  of  the  United  States  to 
the  general  good  of  mankind,  and  how  the  growth  of  a  true  liberty  is 
helped  by  the  prosperity  of  yonr  institutions,  any  danger  or  ditficulty 
which  threatens  jou  is  a  cause  for  the  keenest  anxiety,  any  success  for 
the  warmest  congratulation. 

We  are  bound,  indeed,  apart  from  the  general  duties  which  we  owe 
you,  to  recognize  in  your  quari-el  that  the  issue  involved  is  the  triumph 
of  public  conscience  and  public  duty  over  a  conspiracy  unequalled  in 
the  histoiy  of  the  world  for  shamelessness  and  perfidy.  To  maintain 
that  which  you  are  striving  to  support,  is  not  only  to  fight  your  own 
battle,  the  battle  for  the  integrity  of  your  people,  but  to  combat  for 
the  largest  and  truest  interests  of  the  human  race.  And  I,  for  one, 
cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  that,  despite  the  delays  you  have  endured 
and  the  vast  sacrifices  you  have  made,  your  ultimate  success  will  be 
equal  to  the  goodness  of  your  cause  and  the  resolution  of  your  national 
will. 

Accept  again,  my  dear  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  great  indebtedness 
to  you,  and  believe  me  to  be 

Your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

James  E.  Tiiorold  Rogers. 
2 
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PROF.  GOLDWIN  SMITH,  UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD. 

OxFOiJD,  J/o?/ 21,1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  six  volumes  of 
'•  Record  of  the  Rebellion,"  together  with  the  volume  of  United  States 
Loyal  Publications,  and  to  return  my  best  thanks  to  the  donors  for 
their  handsome  and  most  acceptable  gift.  There  are  few  to  whom  it 
would  be  more  interesting  than  to  me,  for  I  believe  I  may  say  with 
truth  that  no  American  Ifts  watched  the  vicissitudes  of  this  war  with 
more  heartfelt  solicitude  than  I  have. 

I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  study  the  collection  of  documents,  but 
I  can  perceive  at  a  glance  that  they  are  of  a  very  valuable  kind,  and 
impartially  selected  ;  such  as  will  furnish  good  material  for  the  future 
historian. 

And  assuredly,  future  historians  can  have  no  greater  theme  than  the 
revolt  of  the  slaveowners,  and  the  unpandleled  struggle  to  which  it  has 
led.  The  restoration  of  the  Union  is  an  object,  the  importance  of 
which  no  one  can  fail  to  recognize  who  has  considered  how  disastrous 
an  effect  the  fate  of  the  American  commonwealth  would  have  on  the 
councils  of  the  world.  The  redemption  of  the  African  race  from  the 
hopeless  slavery  into  which  the  authors  of  the  rebellion  are  striving  to 
hurry  them,  is  also  an  object  dear  to  every  heart  in  which  the  spirit  of 
Christianity,  or  even  common  humanity,  resides.  But  far  above  these 
objects  in  importance  is  the  future  of  the  American  continent,  v/hich 
hangs  on  the  issue  of  this  war,  and  which,  as  victory  may  incline  to 
loyalty  or  to.  rebellion,  will  become  the  heritage  of  freedom  and  of 
social  justice,  or  of  tyranny  darker  and  fouler  than  the  darkest  and 
foulest  tyrannies  of  the  Old  World. 

This  contest  touches  the  dearest  interests  and  moves  the  inmost 
hearts  of  men  not  on  your  continent  alone.-  Everywhere  it  is  felt  to 
be,  as  in  truth  it  is,  a  contest  between  the  great  parties  which  divide 
mankind — the  party  of  justice  and  of  the  future,  and  of  the  party  of 
privilege  and  of  the  past.  You  have  friends  of  the  rebel  slaveowners 
among  you  in  the  North  ;  so  have  we,  and  the  same  are  enemies  not 
only  of  the  American  Republic,  but  of  the  hopes  of  man. 

The  present  crisis  is  one  full  of  terrible  anxiety,  but  the  result,  I 
trust,  is  not  doubtfuL  It  is  for  good  and  not  for  evil  that  Providence 
has  made  the  world.  I  earnestly  pray  that  decisive  victory  may  soon 
attend  your  arms,  and  that  the  return  of  peace  n\ay  bring  with  it,  txs 
Sissuredly  it  will,  an  increase  of  national  greatness,  in  the  noblest  sense 
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of  the  term,  to  reward  you  for  the  efforts- which  you  have  made  and 
the  blood  which  you  have  poured  out  in  the  common  cause  of  man. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

GoLDWiN  Smith. 


[tkanslations.] 
HENEI  MARTIN,  PAEIS. 


Paris,  i)%  20,  1864. 
To  the  Meynhers  of  the  Loyal  Publication  SoiceUj  : 

I  have  received  the  valuable  collection  of  papers  relating  to  the  pres- 
ent war  ("  Rebellion  Eecord"),  in  six  volumes,  besides  the  volume  of 
pamphlets  published  by  the  Loyal  Publication  Society,  which  you 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  send  me. 

I  beg  you  to  please  receive  the  expression  of  ray  gratitude  for  the 
gift,  equally  valuable,  with  reference,  either  to  politics  or  history.  As 
one  of  your  newspapers  very  justly  remarks,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
novel  and  striking  events  in  literary  history — this  appeal  of  a  nation 
to  ordinary  citizens  of  other  nations,  outside  of  official  'diplomatic  rela- 
tions, to  induce  them  to  inform  themselves  concerning  the  great  coun- 
try, which  thus  addresses  them,  and,  to  furnish  them  with  the  means 
of  doing  so.  You  have  correctly  supposed,  that  the  fortunes  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  extreme  crisis  through  which  they  are  passing, 
concerns  civilization  itself  and  makes  its  influence  felt  on  all.  A 
crisis,  from  which,  I  am  one  of  those  who  firmly  believe,  you  will 
come  victorious,  and  delivered  from  the  curse  of  slavery,  which  you 
have  inherited  from  the  past.  Its  gloomy  shadow  will  cease  to  darken 
the  glory  and  compromise  the  genuineness  of  your  free  democratic 
institution. 

Every  one  who  can  aid  your  country  and  ours  in  better  under- 
standing each  other — every  one  who  forcibly  recalls  to  France  and  to 
America  the  ties  which  originally  united  them,  and  which  ought  never 
to  cease  to  unite  them — deserves  well  of  mankind.  The  greatest  mis- 
fortune for  the  civilization  and  liberty  of  the  world  would  be  that  these 
ties  should  ever  part  or  be  broken.  Our  duty  towards  you  consists 
in  the  maintenance  of  them.. 

Pray,  receive,  gentlemen,  together  with  my  thanks,  the  expression 
of  my  high  consideration  and  lively  sympathy. 

H.  Martin. 
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EDWAKD  L.\BOULAYE. 


Paris,  June  14,  1864. 

Siu  :  I  have  received  the  magnificent  volumes  of  the  "  Rebellion 
Kecord"  ■which  some  honorable  citizens  of  New  York  have  been  pleased 
to  send  me.  I  do  not  know  how  to  thank  them  for  the  especial  honor 
which  they  have  done  me  on  this  occasion.  If  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  defend  the  cause  of  the  North,  I  liave  been  a  thousand  times 
recompensed  by  the  good  wishes  of  your  compatriots,  and  I  can  say 
that  at  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  am  one  of  you — a  true  American. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  express  the  desire  that  the  "  Rebellion 
Record"  will  terminate  soon  by  the  triumph  of  a  cause  which  is  that 
of  justice,  of  liberty,  and  of  humanity. 

Be  kind  enough,  sir,  to  be  my  interpreter  to  those  gentlemen  whose 
names  I  shall  always  keep  in  remembrance ;  and  permit  me  to  call 
myself,  with  a  perfect  sympathy. 

Your  very  devoted  servant, 

Edw.  Laboulaye. 


AUGUST  IN  COCHIN,  AUTHOR  OF  "RESULTS  OF  EMANCIPATION." 

25  Rue  St.   Guillaume, 
Paris,  Mmj  22,  1864. 

Sir:  I  am  very  proud  at  having  been  included  among  those  friends 
of  the  United  States,  to  whom  your  patrioti^c  association  sent  the 
papers,  collected  under  the  name  of  the  "  Rebellion  Record."  I  do 
not  deserve  this  honor  by  the  splendor  of  any  ser\  ices  I  have  rendered 
your  cause.  I  do  deem  myself  worthy  of  it  by  the  strenglh  and  con- 
stancy of  my  loyal  sympathy  with  it.  It  was  an  excellent  idea  to 
collect  these  papers,  and  so  prepare  materials  for  the  true  history  of 
your  bloody  and  gigantic  struggle.  In  Europe,  we  derive  the  impres- 
sions, by  which  public  opinion  is  foniied,  only  from  English  news- 
papers and  Southern  correspondence.  It  is  important  to  your  cause 
to  put  your  Iriends  in  possession  of  facts,  answers,  the  sequence  of 
events,  the  text  of  legislative  enactments,  all  of  them  then  will  be  able 
to  make  use  of  them  for  the  establishment  of  the  truth  and  the  vindi- 
cation of  right. 

At  this  very  moment,  we  are  waiting  for  news  of  the  battle  of  the  9th 
and  10th  of  JNIay,  with  the  most  painful  anxiety.  May  the  Sovereign 
Disposer  regard  the  expiation  which  he  has  exacted  from  your  country, 
as  sufficient,  and  vouchsafe  victory  to   those  who  are  defending  with 
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the  integrity  of  their  country,  the  freedom  of  those    cf  human  form 
like  their  own. 

Please  receive,  sir,  and  present  to   your   association,  my   sincere 
thanks,  and  assure  them  of  my  feelings  of  respect. 

Al'gistin  Cochin. 

I  received  precisely  the  volumes  mentioned   in   the  letter  that  ac- 
companied them. 


FEOM  ADEEEN  NAVILLE,  ESQ. 

Geneva,  Maij  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  package 
you  were  kind  enough  to  address  to  me,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  James 
Lenox,  containing  six  volumes  of  the  American  "  Rebellion  Record," 
with  the  Appendix,  and  a  copy  of  the  publications  of  the  Loyal  Pub- 
lication Society  of  New  York.  I  received  also  the  letter  dated  April 
14,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  this  enclosure. 

I  am  very  much  gratified  by  this  interesting  communication,  and 
wrote  directly  to  Mr.  J.  Lenox,  to  thank  him  for  it. 

I  earnestly  hope,  that  the  blessing  of  God  will  crown  your  efforts, 
and  that  soon  peace  will  be  restored  to  your  beautiful  country,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  is  delivered  from  the  cur?e  of  slavery.  We  follow 
with  the  greatest  interest  every  event  of  this  gigantic  struggle,  which 
ougftt  to  end  in  the  triumph  of  the  right. 

Receive,  sir,  my  most  cordial  salutations, 

J.   Adrien  Naville. 


LIBEAEY  OF  THE  FREE  CITY  OF  FRANKFOET. 

We  received  on  the  14th  of  May,  1864,  by  mail,  postage  paid, 
Vols.  L  to  VL,  Parts  39,  40,  41.  New  York,  1862-1864:  Lex-s, 
elegantly  bound  in  fine  half  russia,  in  six  volumes.  Parts  39,  40,  41, 
in  pamphlet  form. 

"  Presented  by  citizens  of  New  York  to  the  City  Library,  Frank- 
fort." 

Besides,  "  Companion  to  the  Rebellion  Record,"  being  a  supple- 
mentary volume.  New  York,  1864:  Lex-s,  Parts  L  to  yi.,  in  six 
pan)phlets- 
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Finally,  "United  States  Loyal  Publications,"  1863-4,  Nos.  1  to 
42  (New  York,  18G3-4),  large  octavo. 

"  Presented   to    the    City    Library.   Frankfort,"     (by   Mr.   James 
Lenox),  similarly  bound  in  fine  half  russia. 

At  the  same  time,  that  tlie  management  of  the  City  Library,  most 
respectfully  hereto  subscribing,  deeply  touched  by  the  delicate  atten- 
tion, that  even  went  so  far  as  to  defray  the  expenses  of  transmission, 
expresses  its  most  profound  gratitude  to  all  the  donors  in  the  most* 
cordial  manner  for  this  magnificent  gift,  it  avails  itself  of  tliis  oppor- 
tunity of  assuring  them  of  its  highest  esteem.. 

Dr.  Haulisen. 

Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Mmj  19,  1864. 


THE  PKINCE  NAPOLEON  TO  THE  HON.  EDW.  EVEEETT. 

Paris,  Mlvj  19,  1864. 

My  dear  Mr.  Everett  :  I  have  received  from  New  York  a  box  of 
books,  containing  a  volume,  entitled,  '"  Pamphlets  of  the  Loyal 
Society,"  and  six  volumes,  entitled,  "  The  Rebellion  Record,  a  Diary 
of  American  Events." 

This  package  not  being  accompanied  by  any  letter,*  I  do  not  know 
by  whom  the  books  have  been  presented  to  me ;  but  "  The  Rebellion 
Record"  contains  an  introduction  by  you.  I  thought  that  you  might 
know  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  this  mark  of  respect,  and  I  am 
about  to  beg  you  to  be  kind  enough  to  communicate  my  thanks  to 
those  of  your  fellow-citizens  who  have  had  the  politeness  to  send  me 
the  books. 

The  occurrence  is  fortunate,  my  dear  Mr.  Everett,  for  me,  as  it 
affords  me  an  opportunity  of  expressing  the  kind  remembrance  I  re- 
tain of  you,  and  of  assuring  you  of  my  feelings  of  affection. 

NAPOLEONr(  Jerome). 


EDITOR  OF  THE  MORNING  STAR,  LONDON. 

Dorskt  street, 
London,  June  21,   1864. 
Dear  Sir  :   I  have  now,  on  behalf  of  the  Editor,  to  acknowledge 
the  due  receipt  of  copies  of  the  "  Rebellion  Record,"  presented  to 

A  letter  was  sent  at  the  same  time  as  to  others  designated. 


OxV    THE    AMERICAN    CONTEST,  23 

him  by  gentlemen  at  New  York,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  you 
how  very  highly  he  appreciates  this  mark  of  the  donors'  kind  con- 
sideration and  regard. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

A.  H,  Dymond,  Secretary. 


THE  LEEDS  MERCURY. 


Leeds  Mercury  Office, 
June  17,  1864 
Sir:  We  beg  to  offer,  through  you,  our  thanks  to  those  citizens  of 
New  York  who  have  united  to  present  the  "  Leeds  Mercury,"  among 
others,  with  the  valuable  collection  of  documents  comprised  in  the 
seven  volumes  of  the  "  Rebellion  Record."  AYe  shall,  we  doubt  not, 
often  find  them  of  great  utility. 

Trusting  that  right  may  prevail  in  the  present  war,  we  are,  sir. 

Yours,  f\iithfully, 

Edward  Baines  &  Son. 


THE  KING  OF  ITALY. 
FROM  HON.  GEO.  P.  MARSH,  AMERICAN  IkONISTER,  TURIN. 

Dear  Sir:  The  volumes  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  April  26, 
1864,  were  received  by  me  on  the  18th  August,  and  were  sent  next 
day  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  with  the  circular  of  the  donors, 
and  a  request  that  his  Majesty's  government  would  determine  in 
what  library  they  should  be  deposited. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  Minister  s  reply  to  ray  note,  a  copy  of 
which  I  enclose  herewith,  that  this  valuable  gift  has  been  thankfully 
received  and  placed  in  the  Royal  library.  , 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  p.  Marsh. 
George  P.  Putnam,  Esq., 
New  York. 

P.  S. — Since  Avriting  the  above  I  have  received  a  second  communi- 
cation from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  a  copy  of  which  together 
with  its  enclosure  I  send  herewith. 
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MINISTER  OF  FOEEIGN  AFFAIRS,  TUEIN. 

TuKiN,  Atigusi  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  your  note  of  the  19th  inst.,you  luive  done  me  the  honor 
to  send  me,  in  the  name  of  a  pociety  of  the  citizens  of  Neiv  York,  the 
volumes  published  up  to  this  time,  under  its  auspices,  in  relation  to  the 
most  remarkable  events  of  the  war  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  thank  you  for  the  volumes,  and  hasten  to  inform  you,  that  they 
have  been  sent  to  the  Koyal  Library,  in  which  this  work  certainly 
deserves  a  place. 

I  should  be  glad,  sir,  if  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  apprise  the 
Patriotic  Society,  which  was  kind  enough  to  send  them,  that  we  re- 
turn it  our  warmest  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration. 

(Signed) 

M.  Cerecti. 

To  Monsieur  Marsh, 
Envoy  Extraor.  and  Min.  Plen.  of  the  U.  S.  of  Amer-ica. 


MINLSTEE  OF  THE  HOUSEHOLD,  TUEIN. 

TuKiN,  August  31,  18G4. 

Most  Illustrious  Sir  :  I  assumed  the  important  office  of  present- 
ing to  his  Majesty  the  gracious  gift,  which  a  society  of  citizens  of 
New  York  were  kind  enough  to  make  to  his  private  library,  of  the 
first  six  volumes,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  of  the  work  in 
publication  by  them,  in  relation  to  the  most  memorable  events  of  the 
war  now  going  on  in  their  country.  His  Majesty  accepting  with  pleas- 
ure this  valuable  and  most  interesting  tribute  of  respect  and  grate- 
ful for  the  feelings  which  prompted  so  noble  a  testimonial  of  homage 
and  sympathy,  deems  it  proper  to  direct  me  to  pray  you,  most  illus- 
trious f-ir,  to  please  convey  the  expression  of  his  lively  gratitude  to  the 
above-named  aifsoclation. 

The  work  will  be  deposited  in  the  Koyal  Libraiy,  in  which  are 
already  found  many  other  series  of  the  same  kind,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  express  requirements  of  the  law,  special  instructions  will  be 
given,  that  the  collection  be  at  the  disposal  of  those  higher  officers  of 
state,  who  desire  to  read  them. 
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I,avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  present  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  highest  consideration. 

The  Minister  of  the  Eoyal  Household. 

(Signed)  CiGNO. 

To  the  most  illustrious  Signer, 

The  Minister  op  the  Foreign  Affairs,  Tui-in. 


Turin,  September  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  As  I  was  sure  would  be  the  case,  his  Majesty,  the  King,  has 
received  with  peculiar  satisfiction  the  magnificent  work  on  the  war 
in  the  United  States,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  send  me, 
on  behalf  of  an  association  of  citizens  of  New  York. 

I  have,  in  fact,  just  received  from  the  Minister  of  the  Koyal  House- 
hold a  letter  expressing,  in  the  most  flattering  terms  the  value  which 
his  Majesty  places  upon  this  interesting  publication,  and  I  hasten  to 
send  you  a  copy  of  it. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  have  the  kindness  to  make  the  society  above- 
mentioned  acquainted  with  its  contents,  and  I  avail  myself  with  pleas- 
ure* of  this  opportunity  to  I'enew  tlie  assurance  of  my  high  consider- 
ation. 

(Signed)  For  the  Minister,  M.   Cerruti. 

To  Monsieur  Marsh, 
E.  E.  ^-  M.  P.  of  the  United  States. 


THE  EMPEROR  OF  RUSSIA. 
HaN.  C.  M.  GLAY,  AJVIERICAN  MINISTER. 

St.  Petersburgh,  Ra.,  Sept.  21,  1864. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  his  Imperial 
JVIajesty  has  received  the  volumes  of  the  "Rebellion  Record,"  and 
ordered  Prince  Gortchacotf  to  return  his  thanks  through  me  to  the 

donors. 

I  am,  your  obt.  servt., 

C.  M.  Clay. 


QUEEN  VICTOEIA. 

The  American  Minister,  Hon.  Chas.  Francis  Adams,  to  whom  the  books 
for  the  Queen  were  sent,  has  not  yet  acknowledged  their  receipt.  He  was 
requested  to  present  them  either  to  the  Queen's  private  library,  or  to  any 
pubKc  Kbrary,  as  he  might  decide  to  be  most  fitting  and  expedient. 
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LETTER  FEOM  J.  H.  ESTCOURT,  ESQ.,  CHAERMAN  OP  THE  UNION 
AND  EMANCIPATION  SOCIETY,  MANCHESTER,  ENGLAND. 

41  Dorset  stueet, 
Hume,  Manchester,  July  1,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  The  objects  of  your  Loyal  Publication  Society  are 
in  the  highest  degree  commendable,  and  will  do  immense  service  to 
the  citizens  of  both  countries.  The  crisis  of  this  year  is  of  solemn 
importance,  and  we  on  this  side  feel  intensely  the  dangers  arising 
therefrom. 

From  the  first  day  that  rebellion  became  a  fact,  to  now,  I  have 
never  doubted  the  issue.  It  must  be  and  will  be  conquered.  The 
sacrifice  is  vast,  must  be  as  extensive  as  the  free  people  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  keenness  of  mental  suffering,  anxiety  and  suspense 
endured  by  them  are  only  known  to  themselves. 

Physically,  the  Union  power  must  subdue  all  its  foes,  but  in  the 
doing  of  that  tlie  multiplicity  of  dangers  that  come  out  of  tliat  sub- 
jugation is  indeed  alarming.  Were  your  people  less  intelligent,  less 
virtuous,  less  morally  strong,  the  reaction  would  be  a  despotism,  and 
Union ,  but  with  the  mental  force,  the  virtue,  power,  and  the  moral 
heroism,  I  see  nothing  to  fear  for  the  future.  These  forces  must  per- 
ceive clearly  and  distinctly  all  the  dangers  of  the  past  connected  with 
the  damning  slavery  of  the  chivalry,  and  so  seeing  must  rise  up  to 
that  grand  eminence  of  moral  dignity  that  shall  sleep  not,  nor  weary, 
until  the  last  shred  of  that  garment  of  blood  and  oppression  is  cast 
into  the  sea,  and  thus  the  base  of  a  new  era  will  be  laid  in  practical 
freedom  and  unity  of  principle.  I  am  not  disappointed  at  the  result 
of  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  proposition,  with  the  copper- 
head party  so  strong  in  the  representative  house.  I  could  not  calcu- 
late on  a  two-third  majority,  and  now  it  will  go  to  the  country  as  a 
distinct  platform  for  their  acceptance,  and  to  carry  which  a  strong 
house  will  be  elected. 

There  must  be  a  positive  prohibition  in  the  constitution  as  well  as 
a  theoretical  principle  of  all  men's  equality,  and  my  prayer  is  that 
the  American  people  will  not  let  the  politics  of  the  country  be  calm 
until  it  is  a  certainty  that  the  national  government,  by  virtue  of  its 
supreme  laws,  must  carry  freedom  per  se  into  all  its  territory.  Then 
shall  the  Atlantic  ring  out  to  the  Pacific,  and  all  the  mountains  and 
valleys  catch  the  strain,  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations 
of  men  to  dwell  together  in  peace.  Sir,  your  country  will  then  be 
the  grandest  moral  power  in  the  world ;   the  greatest  nation  of  free 
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labor  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  your  prosperity  be  multi- 
plied a  thousand  fold ! 

Yours,  very  faithfully, 

John  Halk  Estcouut. 
William  T.  Blodgett,  Esq. 


COUNT  A.  DE  GASPAEIN. 

Lausanne  (Vaud),  October  20,  1864. 

It  is  to-day  only  that  I  received  your  letter,  and,  that  I  know  to 
whom  to  address  my  thanks  for  the  magnificent  present  that  was  sent 
to  me,  unaccompanied  though  by  any  letter  whatever.  I  have  writ- 
ten several  times  to  America  since,  in  order  to  inform  you  thereof, 
but  Avithout  obtaining  any  answer.  I  deem  it  proper,  however,  to 
give  you  these  explanations,  fearing  that  my  silence  might  be  wrongly 
interpreted. 

Will  you  therefore,  dear  sir,  tell  the  "  Loyal  Publication  Society" 
how  much  the  thought  has  touched  me  which  placed  my  name  on 
your  list. 

They  were  not  mistaken  in  believing  that  your  noble  cause  had  not 
a  more  devoted  friend  than  I  am.  I  pray  to  (lod  that  he  may  bless 
you  above  all  in  your  approaching  election.  It  seems  to  me  that  not 
to%re-elect  Mr.  Lincoln  would  be  risking  everything  at  the  eve  of  a 
conclusive  success.  I  have  written  a  letter  to  give  expression  to  this 
thought ;  it  might,  perhaps,  be  published  with  you,  and  produce  some 
good. 

Please  to  accept  the  assurance  of  highest  consideration  of  your 
devoted 

A.  DE  Gasparin. 

To  William  T.  Blodgeti',  Esq. 


New-York, 
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fintoln  of  PtCItllan? 

OPROEP  AAN  DIE   HOLLANDERS   IN   AMERIKA. 

Van   FRANCIS    LiIEBEIl. 
IjANDSLIEDEJf   EX   MeDEBUEGEKS  ! 

Die  Presidentenverkiezing  der  Yepeenigde  Staten  na- 
dert  met  rassclie  sclireden,  en  het  is  hoog  tyd,  dat  zich  ieder  burger 
besluite,  Yoor  Avie  hy  stemmen  wil,  en  zeker  beraadslagen  voor  wie 
hy  stemmen  zal.  Het  is  onwaardig  en  lafhavtig,  terugteblyveu  en 
by  eene  zoo  ge^ngtige  keus,  waariu  alles  op  het  spel  staat,  dat  regt 
van  stemmen  wegtewerpen;  het  is  onpatriotisch,  met  de  pohtische  aan- 
gelegenheid  to  spelen.  Die  gansche  politieke  bestand  dezes  lands,  wel- 
ker  burger  wy  door  do  wil  onzer  mannelyke  jaren,  en  niet  door  toe- 
val  Tan  geboorte  geworden  zyn,  berust  op  the  vrye  keus,  en  wie  dat 
regt  hceft  tc  stenunen,  heeft  ook  die  pligt  te  stemmen.  Als  de  be- 
zounen  en  duchtige  burger  van  de  verkiezmgsplaats  wegblj-ft,  zoo  kan 
hy  zeker  daarop  rekenen,  dat  de  bloode  burger  en  hy,  die  in't  geheel 
geen  regt  van  stemmen  heeft,  op  dezelve  verschynen  zal. 

De  meeste  Hollanders,  die  naar  Amerika  komen,  zjn  Demokraten 
in  waren  zin  des  woords,  en  daar  zich  eene  groote  party  sinds  jaren, 
de  Demokratische  genoemd  heeft,  laten  zich  vele  Hollanders  verlei- 
den.  De  menigte,  welke  te  Chicago  General  Major  McClellan  voor 
het  presideutschap  benoemt  hadden,  noemt  zich  ook  de  Demokrati- 
sche party.  Wat  voor  lieden  zyn  deze  bonte  menigte !  Vooreerst 
bestond  een  groot  deel  uit  oude  Weetnieten.  Zy  bekende  zich  open 
alszulke.  Wilt  gy  Hollanders  met  deze  lieden  stemmen,  Avier  eenigste 
prinzip  is,  die  deur  dezes  wydcn  continents,  na  dat  hun  Ouders  van 
Europa  ingetrokken  zyn,  U  voor  de  neus  toetesluiten,  of,  daar  U  nu 
eenmal  hier  zj-t.  U  dat  burgerregt  to  berooven.  Wil  U  lieden  met 
die  stemmen,  die,  als  hunne  vrienden,  de  Rebellen,  U  met  schandda- 
den  overhopen,  en  van  U  spreken,  als  of  U  lieden  het  opveegsel  der 
aarde  waart.  Die  -weetnjeten  werken  iugeheim.  Zy  hebben  loges 
en  zyn  eene  geheime  gezelschap.  Is  dat  demokratisch  in  een  vry 
land  ?     Vryheid  bestaat  voor  alien  uit  openly kheid. 

Een  ander  deel  der  Chicagoer  verzameling  Avaren  lieden,  die  de  zoo- 
geuaamde  statenregte  boven  alles  zetteu,  die  open  uit  zeggen,  dat  de 


Amerikaner  geen  Vaderland  heoft,  en  de  eenige  staat  over  het  land 
staat ;  dat  ieder  staat  dat  regt  hat,  zich  losterukken  en  een  eigen  ryk 
te.  vormen ;  dat  wy  daarna  geen  regt  hebben,  een  zulke  staat  te  dwin- 
gen,  in  de  Union  to  blyren.  Zy  hebben  onregt,  en  weten  zelf  dat 
zy  onregt  hebben.  Wat  zouden  deze  heden  gedaah  hebben,  als  Ohio 
of  Massachusetts  zich  van  ons  losgemaakt  en  zich  tot  een  Vorstendom 
verklaart  hadden  ?  Wat  zeggen  op  dit  oogenbhk  die  regeuten  in 
Richmond  van  de  Mannen  in  Noord  Caroline,  die  eene  afscheiding 
hunnes  staats  van  de  zoogenaamde  Confederation  wenschen  ?  Zy 
noemen  ze  Rebellen,  Hoe  komt  dat  op  dozen  dag  lieden  van  Mis- 
souri en  Kentucky  in  het  Congres  in  Richmond  zitten  ?  Zyn  hunne 
staten  eens  afgevallen  ?  Zy  zitten  daar,  omdat  Missouri  en  Kentucky 
slaven  hebben  of  hadden.  Slavery  is  alzoo  voor  deze  vyanden  der 
Union,  dat  prinzip  der  vereeniging  des  lands,  maar  staatssouvereini- 
tiit  is  niet  dat  prinzip  des  regts,  aftevallen.  Waarom  guigen  al  deze 
heeren  voor  General  Jackson,  als  de  oude  held  Zuid  Caroline  be- 
dreigde,  het  met  wapengeweld  in  de  Union  te  houden  ?  En  is  die 
leer  van  de  staatssouvereinitaat  demokratisch  ?  Ik  schaam  myzelf 
Hollanders  deze  vraag  voor  te  leggen.  Die  Demokratie  is  immer  en 
in  alle  landen  voor  de  eenheid  des  vaderlands  geweest,  voor  dat  gan- 
sche  land,  een  groote  natie  waardig.  Alle  pumpernickel  ryken,  al  de 
kleine  roofstaaten,  zoo  als  man  ze  in  Holland  noemt,  zyi\  immer  de 
Demokratie  een  gruwel  en  afschuw  geweest. 

Onbedingt  had  ieder  staat  in  Amerika  zyn  regt,  en  moest  het  heb- ' 
ben,  maar  zoo  had  ook  ieder  afzonderlyk  zyne  regten.  Ja  die  men- 
schenregten,  die  in  een  vry  land  eenieder  voor  zich  behoud,  zyn  veel 
wigtiger  en  maken  een  grootere  som  uit  als  de  statenregte,  maar 
de  eenige  is  daar  geen  souverein.  AVeet  Ulieden,  dat  dat  Avoord 
souvereinitaat  ook  niet  eenmal  in  de  groote  Omvatting  der  vereenigde 
staten  voorkomt.  Dat  woord  souA-ereinitaat  Avorde  eerst  later  in- 
gesmokkelt.  We  is  souverein  in  Amerika,  als  het  niet  de  staat  is  ? 
Niemand.  Geen  mensch,  ligchaam,  congres  of  beamter  is  souverein 
in  een  vry  land.  Die  vereenigde  staten  zyn  souverein,  ieder  andere 
souvereinen  staat  tegenover.  Wy  zyn  souverein,  als  wy  met  Eng- 
land of  Frankryk  verhandelcn,  ook  als  wy  oorlog  voeren,  maar  in  't 
land  zelf  is  geen  mensch  souverein.  Dit  is  geen  nicmve  theorie,  maar 
bovenal  eene  theorie.  Het  is  een  daadzaak.  Als  voor  200  jaren  die 
beroemde  JBill  of  Mights  in  het  Engelsche  parlement  voorgebragt 
werd,  verklaarde  de  grootste  regtskundige  in  England,  dat,  dat  En- 
gelsche regt  den  uitdruk  souA^erein  niet  kende.  Niemand  is  souA^e- 
rein  in  Engeland.  Hy  deed  het,  omdat  die  verdreven  dynastic  voort- 
Avarend  van  de  souvereinen  koningsgCAveld  sprak. 

Maar  is  het  noodig  met  Hollanders  over  deze  nietigheden  te  spre- 
ken  ;  staatssouvereinitaat  vooi'Avaar,  hebben  wy  die  niet  genoeg  in't 
oude  vaderland.  Als  een  Hollander  een  Ragout  van  staten  Avenscht, 
zoo  behoeft  hy  AA^aarlyk  niet  naar  Amerika  te  komen.  Had  hy  geen 
souvereinc  staaten  en  staatjcs  genoeg  in  Europa  ? 

Wat  zyn  de  grootste  gedachten  die  de  Hollander  in  Holland  be- 
zielen  ?  Het  is  eenheid  en  burgervryheid ;  en  liier  zal  hy  een  stem 
voor  lieden  geven,  die  de  verstooring  des  lands  en  de  slavery  bevor- 
deren. 

Hollandsche  Werkman  !  Waarom  hebt  gy  U  geboorteland,  fami- 
lie,  vrienden  en  vaderland  verlaten  cm  naar  Amerika  te  gaan  ?  Om  dat 


Ulieden  gelioorcl  had,  dat  die  vei-eenigde  staaten  een  land  is,  waarin 
gy  en  uwe  kindercn  alle  regten  eens  A-ryen  burgers  Lezitten  zullen, 
waar  geschiktlieid  en  vlyt  hun  loon  viiidt,  en  ^vaav  viwe  kindcren  geen 
privilegie  van  andereu  in  den  weg  staat,  dat  lioogste  doel  to  Iberei- 
ken.  En  wil  Ulieden,  dat  die  Union  geen  land  der  gvootste  onder- 
drukking  voor  de  werkman  wordt,  veel  erger  als  de  bedrukte  landen 
in  Europa,  zoo  sluit  U  niet  aan  die  onheilvolle  partei,  welke  die"  land- 
bezitters  des  Zuidens  de  heerschap  over  de  Union  in  de  handen  ge- 
ven  will. 

Weet  Ulieden  ook  wat  deze  slavenhoiider  aristokratie  wil  ?  Gy 
gelooft  niisschien  zy  stryden  voor  het  bezit  huner  slaven.  De  slaven- 
liouder  des  Zuiden"^  stryd  voor  dat  oude  previlegie  der  landbezitters, 
de  werkman  het  zy  wit  of  zwart,  tot  wcrktuig  zyner  magt,  zyus  ge- 
nots  en  zyner  beschikking  te  maken.  De  daglooner  zal  die  gansche 
last  des  staats  dragen,  maar  geen  regt  in  de  zelve  hebben.  Het  zal 
gehooren,  de  ryke  zal  alleen  heerschen.  IToort  wat  die  aanvoerders 
der  secession  zeggen : 

Geen  staat  kan  bcstaan  als  de  daglooner  politische  regten  heeft. 
Die  kapitaal  en  landbezitters  zullen  alleen  regeeren  en  de  heeren  der 
arbeidkrachten  zyn,  en  prent  U  dat  in.  Dat  kapitaal  had  een  inwo- 
nend  regt,  arbeid  (dat  is  den  daglooner)  als  eigendom  te  bezitten. 

Wilt  Uheden  dat  zulk  een  heerschap  over  U  gesteld  word  zoo  stemt 
voor  McClellan.  Wilt  gy  gelykberegtigde  burgers  ecus  vryen  lands 
blyven  zoo  stemt  voor  Lincoln,  die  was,  als  U  een  eerlyke  werkman. 

Een  ander  deel  der  conventie  te  Chicago  bestaat  uit  die,  die  mee- 
nen,  dat  alles  afgemaakt  is,  als  men  uit  voile  keelen  roept :  Constitu- 
tion !  Constitution !  Wy  kennen  die  constitutie  zoo  goed  als  die 
Heeren,  en  achten  ze  meer  als  het  schynt,  omdat  het  wel  te  bemer- 
ken  is,  dat  die  zoogenaamde  demokratische  party  in  de  laatste  jaren 
immer  die  Constitution  aan  de  zyde  gezet  hebben  als  het  in  hun  voor- 
deel  scheen  te  zyn.  Was  die  NuUificatie  constitutioneel  ?  Was  het 
constitutioneel  als  Douglas  kort  voor  de  laatste  presidentenverkiezing 
het  Zuiden  versprak  voor  een  gezet  te  stcinmen,  waarna  iedere  discu- 
sion  der  slavery  met  zware  straifen  belegt  zulde  worden.  Was  het 
constitutioneel,  dat  twintig  jaar  lang  en  misschien  meer,  de  brieve- 
zakken  in  Zuiden  opengemaakt  werden,  om  te  zien,  of  er  geen  abolu- 
tionszaken  daarin  waren.  Was  het  constitutioneel,  als  men  dat  regt 
der  petition  verweigerde  ?  Is  secession  constitutioneel  ?  Is  de  con- 
stitution gemaakt  dat  die  Chicago  lieden  behoopen,  de  president  had 
dat  regt  en  de  pligt,  een  staat  te  ontlaten,  als  het  zich  vordert.  Is 
het  constitutioneel,  te  denken,  dat  secession  tot  de  reservirden  regten 
des  staats  gehoord.  Is  het  constitutioneel,  te  jDroklameren,  dat  ons 
gansche  staatsgebouwe  alleen  voor  een  klasse  van  mensche  bestaat,  een 
klasse  die  door  die  hoofdkleur  bestemd  is.  Die  oude  heidenen  had- 
den  een  hoogeren  aanzigt  van  staaten  en  de  pligten  der  regering. 
Is  het  constitutioneel,  ouze  gansche  regering  als  een  bloote  confede- 
ratie  of  league  te  schilderen,  die  armzaligste  van  aUe  regeringen  ? 

Wy  houden  die  constitution  in  hooge  cere,  maar  zy  is  geen  God. 
Dat  land,  die  natie,  die  vryheid,  die  wy  bemmnen,  staan  alle  ver  bo- 
ven  constitution,  en  wat  niet  vergeten  raoet  worden,  die  rebellion  des 
Zuidens  had  een  toestand  voorgebragt,  voor  welke  die  constitution 
nooit  berekent  Avas  en  konde  worden.  Zullen  wy  dan  die  handen  in  de 
schoot  leggen,  zoo  als  president  Buchanan  gedaan  had  en  verklaarde. 


Ik  kan  niets  doen,  clat  land  te  redden,  omdat  die  coustitutie  nict  aan- 
geeft  hoe  ik  het  doen  zak  Zoo  luidde  dat  berigt  zyncs  Genoraals  vol- 
magt  dcr  vereenigde  staaten.  God  beware,  wy  zyn  een  natie,  wy 
willen  een  volk  zyn  en  dat  land  moest  behouden  worden,  even  als 
het  leven  eener  zieken  moet  gered  worden,  of  dat  receptboek  goed 
past  of  niet.  Die  constitutie  had  niet  dat  volk  herschapen,  dat  volk 
had  die  constitutie  gemaakt.  Maar  is  dan  die  constitutie  beschadigd 
gCAVordcn  ?  Die  duidelyke  beantwoording,  myne  landslioden,  zouden 
eene  lange  discussion  vorderen,  die  hier  geen  plaats  kunnen  vinden. 
Stol  U  voor,  dat  eenige  dingen  voorgevallen  zyn,  die  niet  juist  met 
de  bestaande  gezcts  geregtvaardigd  kunnen  worden,  zoo  neemt  hier 
de  nitspraak  van  een  man,  die  moed  genoeg  heeft  te  zeggen,  dat  de 
geschiedenis  de  vergangen-  en  toekomenheid  "wel  even  zoo  goed  kent, 
als  een  Chicago  heer.  Ik  zeg  het  ^xe\  bedachtzaara,  dat  nooit  een 
burgeroorlog  voorgekomon  had,  ja  ook  niet  een  gewoone  oorlog, 
maar  in  de  regering  het  duizendste  deel  van  vryheid  voroorloofd  had, 
die  do  vyanden  der  regering  en  vrienden  der  vyanden  by  ons  genie- 
ten,  en  die  wy  gcnicten  zuUen  als  onze  tegenovergestelde  de  teugels 
der  regering  in  handen  hadden. 

Het  is  die  zoogenaamde  demokratische  party,  die  deze  burgeroor- 
log voorgebragt  had,  en  nu  zegen  zy,  zy  alleen  kimneti  hem  eindigen. 
Waarom  ?  Woont  een  geheim  geweld  of  kennissen  in  een  man, 
zoo  gauw  hy  zich  Demokraat  in  Amerika  noemt?  Zy  Avillen  vre- 
den  sluiten,  de  rebellen  alles  opgeven  ;  zy  '•.illen  de  rebellen  Avarmer 
als  ooit  by  de  hand  nemen,  en  U  alio  mogeljko  verhoogde  waarbor- 
gen  gcven,  kort  gozegd,  zy  behooren  tot  die  lieden  ia  Noorden,  die 
ongelukkigerwys  immer  die  knechten  dcs  Zuidens  gespeeld  hebben, 
die  gelooven  dat  het  eene  eer  is  de  bevelen  eens  lage  slavenbezitters 
te  vervullen.     Is  dat  demokratisch  ? 

Vrienden,  laat  ons  voor  Lincoln  stemmen.  Vele  van  UUeden  ge- 
looven zonder  twyfel,  dat  hywat  gedaan  heeft,  dat  Umishaagt,  dat 
hy  somtyd  nict  snel  genoeg  gehandcld  heeft ;  maar  die  eenvoudige 
vrage  dcs  volks  is  of  McClellan  of  Lincoln  onze  president  zyn  zal. 
Ulieden  moest  tuschen  dezetwee  kiezen.  Geen  andere  kan  benoemd 
Avorden,  en  welke  Hollander  zal  twyfelen,  of  welke  kan  zich  de  stem- 
men  verstooten.  Dezo  is  nationaal,  gene  is  hot  niet.  Deze  is  voor 
de  vryheid  en  voor  de  afschaffing  des  schaudvlek  dezcs  jaarhunderds. 
Hy  is  tegen  die  slavery.  Is  open  en  oprigtig.  Is  het  geene  ? 
Deze  is  voor  alio  burgers  van  ons  groote  land,  of  zy  hier  gcborea 
zyn  of  niet.  Geene  is  grootendecls  door  "weetneiten  benoemd.  Deze 
was  eon  demokraat,  een  man  des  volks,  gene  is  geen,  omdat  de  me- 
nigte,  die  hy  benoemd  had  als  vroeger  als  demokratisch  gezind.  Deze 
had  in  ongehoorde  zwarigheden  dat  schip  zoo  gestuurd,  dat  wy  cligt 
by  de  haven  zyn,  geene  aan  hot  hoofd  van  een  groot  leger  van  dozen 
tyd,  daar  hy  zonder  bedenken,  zoo  als  de  vyand  uu  staat,  lang  een 
einde  aan  de  oorlog  kon  gemaakt  hebben. 

Het  laat  zich  begrypen  waarom  eenige  zeer  ryke  en  arme  Hollan- 
der die  aanstellingen  wenschen,  McClellan  voorstaan  ;  maar  van  die, 
die  niet  die  aard  verwagt  en  oprigtig  voor  de  eer,  eenheid  en  vry- 
heid des  vaderlands  stemmen  wil,  en  die  zich  niet  door  de  naam  De- 
mokraat verschrikken  laat,  moet  men  verv/achten,  dat  hy  voor  Lin- 
coln stemt  als  hy  goed  die  groote  looj)  dcr  dingen  en  de  karakter  van 
deze  beide  mannen  overlecrt. 
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Ut  ^'ttUmt  tiffer! 


gur  \>\t  ^in^cit  k§  SttterlttttbeS! 


©c^oltnt  in  bcr  btntfii&cn  liKaf5en=!8trfajnmIun9  in  f  ^ifoiElJi^io. 
(Sus  iet  ,^eten  5prefl[e.*) 
Unferem  SSerfprecfjen  gcma^  wollen  tetr  ^eute  oerfurfien  einen  mogtic^ft 
DoUftanbigen  ^ericf)t  iikr  bie  in  ber  dorgeftrtgen  bcutfc^en  2)Za[fenoer* 
[ammfung  get)altencn  unb  mtt  fo  gro^em  Seifall  aufgenommenen  dortreff* 
ad)en  9;eben  bcr  ^crrcn  ©r.©rf)u^  unb  SBetlDon  ©ernSbac^ju 
geben.  ^xdlid)  fanit  burc^  einen  trocfenen  ^lu^jug  bie  ^rcicifion,  bie 
(ogifcfie  ^tar^eit  beg  ©ebanfengangeg  unb  bie  t)om  ^erjen  fommcnbe  unb 
5um  ^erjen  fpredjenbe  :33egei[ternng  be§  erften  9xebnerg,  ber  fc^arfe 
pridetnbe  .^umor  be§  §errn  Seil  nur  fe^r  unoollfommen  toiebergegeben 
werben  unb^  bie,  toelc^e  e§  Derfdumten,  bie  au6ge3eirfjneten  9xebner  fetbft 
in  ^oren,  n^erben  in  nadjfte^enbem  SluSjuge  nur  einen  fi^ftac^en  (Srfo^ 
flnben,  ollein  toir  mu^tcn  un§  barauf  befc^rcinfen,  ha  \vk  in  grmangelung 
Don  geniigenbem  9?aum  bie  9icben  ni^t  SBort  fur  Sort  iriebergeben  fonnen. 


9lebe  bc8  ^r. 


Sr 


e^u^. 


2)Jitbiirger !    S^  ^^^^  ^^nen  fiir  ba§  freunb!ic^e  SBiKfommen.    S<ii 

►rfc^eine  dor  3f)nen  al§  ein  Unbefanntcr,  aU  ein  gemeiner  (Solbat  ber  gro=^ 

^en  greif)eit«armee.    3d)  bin  ein  dorgefd)obener  ^tanfler;  U)a§  ic^  mit 

tneinem  ^leingeiDe^rfeuer  nic^t  erfdmpfen  faun,  ha^%  luirb  nac^  ntir  ber  bs-- 

1  1 


nja^rte  ©encrat  <Bd)nx^  mtt  [eincm  fcfiwercn  ©efcfiil^  fertig  bringcn.    (33ei* 
fatt.) 

2Jietne  gr^nbc.  SBa§  toeranta^te  im§  bic^eimat^  ju  toerlaffen?  ©efrfia^ 
c§  ni(i^t,  h)ei(  h)ir  ilberjeugt  waren,  ba^  jenfeitg  beS  Oceans  ein  (Staat  [ei, 
in  bent  n^ir  i^rei^ett,  ®Ieicf)t)eit  unb  ©erei^ttgfeit  finben  n^urben,  in  bem  n^ir 
2JJenfc^cn  [ein  !onnten  im  ebelften  (Sinne  be§  SBorteS?  SBeit  mir  ^of[ten, 
ba^  h)ir  bort  ni(i)t  ntit  ber  5lrbeit  unfercr  ^cinbc  unb  un[ere8  ®ei[teS  eine 
^raffenbe  2lri[to!ratie  n)iirben  fiittern  miiffcn?  Xienu  al^  bie  33ater  biefer 
9tepubli!  erflarten,  q(Ic  SJtenfcfjen  [eten  [rci  unb  glctd)  gciioren,  ba  gebac^ten 
fie  einen  2;enipet  ber  grei'^eit  jn  erric^ten  fiir  olle  Selt. 

Slber  nja^renb  ein  ®d)i[f  bie  grei^cit  fnrfj^nbcn  ^itgrime  nad^  ben  nijrb^ 
Helen  ©eftaben  brarf)tc,  (anbete  ein  anbereS  ©djiff  im  fiibtidjen  2;i)eile  bie 
ajJitgtieber  ciner  nngtUd li^en  9?ace,  beftimntt  gur  emtgen  3)ienftbar!eit  unb 
hvaijtt  ben  §tud)  ber  ^©arbarei  in  biefeS  8anb.  (Sine  9[Ren[d)cnf(a[fe  bie 
^e^auptet:  Sir  |aben  baS  ^e(^t  ju  |crr[d)en  unb  Don  bem  Srtrag  ber 
3lrbett  5tnberer  ju  leben,  na!)m  ^e[i^  toon  bem  3:cmpet  ber  grei^eit,  urn 
«u§  i^m  ben  2J?arftpta^  i|re§  (5igennu^e«,  ben  2:ummel|3tQ^  i^rer  brutaten 
^errfc^fu^t  ju  maiden. 

SBenn  bie  ©riinber  ber  9?epubli!  geh)u^t  fatten,  bo^  bie  don  i^nen  der* 
fa§te  Gonftitution  boju  gemiprau^t  iDerbcn  fottte,  bie  ©ftaderei  ju  [diii- 
^en,  fi?  fatten  bie  (Sonftitution  serriffen.    (^eifall.) 

Sir  |aben  ie^t  brei  unb  ein  |citb  ^^a^re  einen  blntigen  ^rieg  gefit^rt 
unb  mitffen  unS  barauf  gcfap  madjcn,  ba^  er  nod)  Icinger  bauert.  Sir 
miiffen  ^rieg  fU^ren  bi§  ber  (e^te  Sftaoe  frei  unb  ber  (elite  ^Rebelle  unter^ 
tt)orfen  ift  unb  mit  ©eneral  ©rant  cnt[dj(o[fen  [ein,  to  fight  it  out  on  this 
line,    (©ro^er  tanganl)altenbcr  ^cifall.) 

9^id}t  aflcin  un[ere  5lrmeen,  [onbcrn  aud)  wit  ge^en  einer  gro^cn  (Sd)(a^t 
entgegcn.  Soljl  oft  blidt  ber  im  ^clb  [te^enbe  @olbat  3«rii(f  unb  [ragt 
[ic|  bc[orgt,  inerben  au^  un[cre  greunbe  im  dlMm  i^xc  ^flidjt  t^un,  i^rc 
@d)(ad)t  [djtagen  unb  ba§  8onb  am  Sat)Itage  rettcn  ?  ©olltcn  ttir  fcige 
jurildbleiben,  nidjt  an  ber  Sat)Iurne  er[djctncn,  ober  ein  DerbredjerifdjeS 
SSotum  t)incinn)er[en,  n)elc|e«  ben  [o  tf)euer  erfauften  ©ieg  unfcrer  ^riiber 
im  §ccre  bem  ge[c|tagenen  gcinbe  [djmadjDoa  ^reis  gebcn  toiirbe,  n)ie  e3 
bte  ^crrcn  uon  Chicago,  bie  :33unbc«geno[]en  ber  ^lebeKen,  beab[id;tigen  ? 
gfJein!    9(Iein!    (iBeifalL) 

Siae  bi§()crigcn  ^(impfe  n^aren  nic|t[o  uji^tig  q(«  ber  noi^  bedorfte^enbe 
^^ampf  am  8.  kodembcr.  Wa^  ®i)erman  Sltlanta  unb  ben  gan^en  ©uben 
t^e()men,— 5Ille0  n^irb  luicber  dertoren  ge^en,  idenn  tt)ir  am  8.  Diodcmber 
unterlicgen. 

Sir  fcimpfcn  jum  er[ten  2)bl  [iir  bie  gro^e  ©ac^e  ber  ^eiligfeit  beS 
SSolfSidiaenS.    2)a[ur  |aben  n^ir  cinjuftetjen.    Un[cre  9te]5ubUf  mad)te  [ic^ 


faft  bon  felbft.  5((§  fic^  btc  ^olonien  Don  (Snglanb  trenntcn,  fo  mu^len  fie 
firf)  al§  9?epubUfcn  organifircn,  fc^t  aber  iDirb  c§  ftc^  beH^a^rcn,  ob  bie  SRe- 
publif  befte^en  fann,  ob  irir  im  ©tanbc  finb,  ben  8^lu^[tcin  ber  grei^eit 
etnjufc^cn.    (Scifall.) 

§rul)er  gab  e§  nur  9te|3ublifcn  im  ffcinen  aJZo^ftabc.  :©ie  33er.  (Staaten 
finb  i)k  erftc  9icpnblif,  beren  S^erritorium  ein  (Continent  ift.  Sir  {)aben 
JGljt  3U  beireifen,  ba^  auc^  ein  fo  gro^e§  ©ebiet,  ben^o^nt  ton  aJiillioncn, 
fa^ig  ift  aU  9ic|3nblif  jn  beftct)en.  2(n  im§  ift  eS  jn  beweifcn,  ba^  ein 
gro^e«  3>oIf  mit  ben  oerfdjiebcnartigften  3ntcrcffen  feinc  ©onoeranitcit  he- 
l^au^ten  fann.  %tk  9iegierungen  Don  @otte§  ©naben  griffen  I)inauf  nac^ 
bcm^immcl,  urn  i^re  ^(ntorttat  mit  eincm  9}?antct  ber  ^ciligfeit  5U  umfki^ 
ben;  tt)ir  miiffcn  ticf  ^innntcr  greifen,  ticf  in  bie  nntern  Sdjic^ten  be§33ot* 
feS,  um  jn  beiijetfcn,  ba^  nnfere  9iegicrnng  fcftfte^t.    (iBeifall.) 

!©cr  9iebner  erjciljlte,  ha^  er  im  Qa^jxc  1833,  a(§  ein  ncnn5cf)nja^riger 
^'iingling,  angcltagt  ein  9?e|}nblifancr  3n  fein,  Dor  bem  beritdjtigtcn  9?ic^* 
ter  ©eorgi  geftanben,  nnb  ba^  if)m  biefcr,  aU  er  auf  tia^  ^cftcl)cn  ber  gro^ 
^cn  freien  9^epnblif  ber  23creinigten  ^taaten  Ijingeftiefen,  Dorau§gefagt 
^abc,  ba^  in  SImerifa  bie  <2f(aDcnI)aItcr  cine  ^nfnrreftion  bcginncn  iDiirben, 
ba^  bann  bie  gro^e  9?e|3nblif  in  fteine  a}|onarrfjien  jerfatlen  nnb  in  2lmerifa 
eine  3^efpotie  ^errfdien  ircrbe,  fo  fcfjcn^Urf),  mie  fie  bie  SBcIt  nod)  nie  gcfe^ 
l^en,  bie  3)efpotie  be§  ^obels  untcr  berCcitnng  ber  Derrudjteftcn  Slriftofratie. 

S^er  erfte  3:^ei(  bicfcr  Dor  brei^ig  3d)i'cnau§gefprod)cncn*5prop{)e5eit)nng 
ift  in  Srfittlnng  gegangcn,  aber  ber  juieite  2:^ei(  ftirb  nidjt  in  Grfiillnng  ge- 
f)en,  ttienn  nur  bag  93oIE  fic^  treu  bleibt. 

Sir  fcimpfcn  ^icr  fitr  bie  ^rei^cit  ber  ganjen  Selt.  ©e^t  nnfere  $)ie= 
l^nblif  ju  ®runbc,  fo  ift  bie  g-rei^eit  ber  Selt  Dcrtoren  fiir  3af)i"f)un'5crte. 
Slfle  -Defpoten,  alle  SIriftofraten  l)offcn  anf  ben  ©tnrj  unfcrer  9xepublif. 
Dtic^t  imifonft  ftc()t  :53e(mont,  ber  2(gcnt  9xot^fc^i(b§,  an  ber  ©pilje  ber  be* 
mofratifdjcn  ^artci  in  3^en):=2)orf.  9lid}t  umfonft  jeigt  bie  „Conbon  3:imeg" 
mit  ^o^nIad)eIn  anf  3(merifa,  nm  jn  beweifcn,  ba^  fie  d\cd]t  ge^abt,  aU  fie 
Dorf)cr  gcfagt,  ba§  bie  Don  :^rtg{)t  nnb  Gobbcn  gepricfcnc  amerifanifd^e 
Union  cknb  3n  ©rimbe  ge^cn  miiffe.  9tid}t  umfonft  fprcdjen,  fc^reiben  nnb 
intrignircn  alte  !l)iener  Sonig  9tapoIeon§  fiir  ben  @iiben  unb  9D2cStc(Ian,  ben 
Don  ben  53nnbc§gcnoffcn  bcS  SiibcnS  aufgeftedten  ^rafibcntfdjaftS^Ganbi- 
boten.  S^ic  2?crnid)tnng  ber  Union  miirbe  fitr  3)^enfd;enattcr  bie  33ernid|- 
tnng  ber  ^solf^itjcrrfdjaft  in  ber  ganjen  Sclt  fein.  3^ag  flif)tcn  nnb  rtiffen 
and)  bie  5(rbciter  alter  dauber.  UebcraU  blicft  ^^a^^  33ot!  I)offnung§Do(t  auf 
bie  freien  ^iirgcr  be§  9Jorbcu§. — ^riibcr  anS  ber  alten  |)eimat[),  tf)ut 
Gncre  ^flid^t  am  8.  DtoDember. 

S^er  Union^partci  licgt  cS  ob,  bie  Union  unb  9iepnb(if  jn  crl)altcn. 
S)ic  S^cmofratic  ftcl)t  unS  nidjt  bci,  benn  fie  luarf  Don  Slnfang  an  t^it 


iS(f)uIb  fitr  ben  ^egtnn  bc§  ^itrgerfrtegS  nirfit  au[  ben  (gitbetv  foubem 
mif  bte  repuMtfant[c|e  ^artci.  Q^x  finb  bie  ©ublirf)cn  immer  iiocf)  bie 
„oenrrtcu  •23ruber,"  aber  eS  gibt  !ctnen  g(u(^  unb  fciucn  S(f)ini^f,  ben  fie 
nit^t  gcgcn  bie  9?e|)uMifancr  fdjteubert.  '^nx  aU  !(etner  DJM^gviff  luirb 
e§  Don  il)nen  bejeic^net,  ba^  ber  „[o  [(f)trer  in  feincn  JHedjten  gefrdnfte 
Siiben"  bie  Saffen  crgriff. 

T)cx  9tebner  lucift  auf  ein  in  ^iefiger  ©tabt  t^erbrciteteS  bemo!rati[(^e5 
^(afat  ^in,  lueldjcs  auf  ber  einen  ©eite  fc^njavj  gcbrucft  Lincoln's  &\val) 
lung  al§  glcirfjbebeutcnb  mit  S'Zegergleidj^eit,  crl)o^ten  ^tencrn,  ^iricg  unJ 
9^uin — auf  ber  anberen  ©eite  roti)  gebrud't  9}cc(SIcI(an'$  23?aI)I  aU  cinci 
•^protcft  gcgen  £rieg  unb  bie  ©Icidjberedjtigung  ber  Stcgcr  be3eid)nct 
Sarum — fragt  er — ift  bie  eiue  Seite  fd^toarj  gebrud't?  Um  bie  9icpubli- 
!aner  oI§  „[d)Uiar5e  Siepublifancr"  ju  branbmorfen.  28ir  abcr  uel)mcn 
biefen  :23einanicn  an  unb  rittjinen  un§  beffen,  bcnn  jnut  crften  Weak  fiimpft 
cine  $)?ace  fitr  bie  ^rei^eit  ber  anberen.  '^k^  ift  ein  eblc§,  ein  gcred)te§ 
Unternc()mcn. — SBarnm  ift  bie  bemofratifdje  (£eite  rotI)  gebrucft?  QH  c^ 
etlna  8d)auirt)tf)e,  ba^  in  beutfdjcr  <Sprad)e  fo  ctuiaS  gebrudt  ir»erben 
fonnte,  obcr  bebeutet  bie  rotlje  garbe  ^aQ  ^(ut  ber  uon  ben  !Dcmo!raten 
im  3uli  tiorigen  -S'^'^^'cS  ermorbeten  Sieger? 

(Ss  ift  befannt,  ha^  bie  beutfdjen  ®eino!raten  an  fenen  ©reuctt^oten  in 
^fjeuj^^^or!  feincn  2;^ci(  na^men  nub  fie  berabfdjcuten;  abcr  irarum  treu* 
nen  fie  fic^  nic^t  don  einer  "^artei,  bie  in  foldjer  Scife  an  ben  ^a%  ben 
(ggoiSmuS  unb  bie  S)ummf)cit  ai^peltirt? 

Qn  ben  5^reit)eit§fdm^fen  atter  33oIfer  I)aben  bie  !^entfd)cn  mitgcfodjten, 
fo  in  ^ari§,  in  ^elgien,  in  ber  Sdjrcei^.  SBarum  ftcljt  l)icr  ber  ®cutfc{)e 
auf  ber  ©cite  ber  Untcrbriicfnng?  (®ro^er  iBeifaK).  Giner  ber  §aupt= 
griinbe,  mesn^cgen  ber  ©cntfd)e  in  Slmcrifa  uoc^  uid)t  bie  gcbiiljrenbe 
Slnerfcnnuug  unb  3td)tung  finbet,  ba§  eg  nod}  beutfdjc  3!)  emot'r  a  ten 
giebt.    (9Int)a{tenber  ^eifaK.) 

®ie  icmofratie  ift  feit  langer  ^cit  nidjta  ntet)r,  aU  cine  "^^artci  beS 
3ntereffc§,  ba3  fie  mit  bent  (Sf(at)eu{ialter  Dcrbinbet,  unb  cine  ©icnerin 
ber  (Sflauett^atterariftofratie  fdbft. 

23icle  ©einofraten  iparen  barum  fcine  9IboIitioniftcn,  incil  fie  gfaubten, 
biefe  ^Igitation  gefdl)rbe  bie  il)nen  tt)eure  Union.  5(bcr  aU  bie  i^-vac^c  cnU 
ftanb  :  2Bcr  foKtc  ^errfd}en,  bie  (^reif)cit  obcr  bie  SflaDerci,  ha  tnu^tcn 
fid)  oKe  redjttid)  S^enfcnbcn  don  ber  bcmofratifdjcn  %>axtd  (o^fagen.  (@ro= 
^er  «eifaa.) 

2Bir  ^aben  bie  Union  ju  rettcn.  iDenfcn  <Sie  fid|  ba§  -SBanb  ^inifd^eii 
^f^orben  unb  (gitbcn  gcldft,  fo  iriirbe  ber  gctrennte  '}corben  nidjt  fiir  fief) 
ak  y^reiftaat  beftc{)cn  fbnneU;  fonbcrn  unrettbor  cincr  3(nardjie  gj^cid}  ber 
in  SOic^ico  anfjeitu  fallen. 


3tt)ar  fagen  ou^  bte  t^cmofratcn,  ha^  ftc  bie  SBicbcr'^cvftetlung  bcr  dtcn 
Union  loollcn, -abcr  bic  ?citcr  bicfcr  *partci  bcabfidjtigcn  ctiua^  gan^  2{n= 
bereS.  <Bk  iroHcn  corcrft  ben  eiiben  ancrfcuncn  iinb  benfcn,  ha^  [id) 
[pdter  bie  9^cittc(ftaatcn  bcr  fiibUcfjcn  Gonfbbcration  an[djlic^cn  nicrbcn, 
fo  i>a'^  nur  ba§  Dcrrudjtc  obo(itioni[ti[d)C  Dccucngtanb  au^gefdjloffcn  Udhm 
foil.  S)ie  Untcnncrfung  bc^  frcicn  5?orben§  unter  ba5  ^o"^  ber  ^ftancn* 
^afterariftofratic,  —  ba§  ift,  moS  bic  ^artci,  bie  fid)  frcnclljaft  bic  bcino= 
fratifd)e  nennt,  don  bcm  gctaufdjtcn  2?oIfc  kfdjlic^cn  taffcn  inill.  Si)v 
frcien  9^Zanncr,  Q^v  rebtidjcn  5(rbciter  [oUt  (Sud)  burd)  Guer  23otum  fitr 
bie  Unternicrfung  miter  ben  ^iibcn  aui^fprcdjcn,  bcffen  ^-iiljrcr  off  en  cr= 
!(aren  :  ,,'^k  orbeitcnbc  ^(nffe  ()Qt  !ein  9icd)t  auf  |.ioUtifd)C  J-rciljcit,  fie 
barf  nic^t  mitregieren,  fie  ^at  mtr  3n  gcl)ord)cn  unb  fid)  abjumidjcn,  bamit 
tctr,  bie  bet)or3itgtelt(affe,  iDir,  bie  3lbligen  unb  9icidjcn,  allein  Ijerrfdjen 
unb  in  S5>o(hift  fdjiuelgen  fbnnen !"  — 

dlnn,  frcie  ©iirgcr  bc§  '^corbeu^,  inoflt  S^}v  biefc  don  ber  bcmofratifdjcn 
^artei  fitr  Su(^  6cftintmtc  §errfd]aft  ber  SffadenVttcr,  fo  ftimmt  fiir  hen 
(Eanbibaten  ber  (5{}icago=2?crfomm{ung,  fiir  ben  alle  ll^efpoten  unb  Slrifto- 
fraten  Guropa'S  ii)re  Stimmen  cr^cben,  —  ftimmt  fiir  aJtcGtellan,  bcffen 
^amcn  bie  DxebcIIcufoibatcn  mit  ^urraTjrufcn  begrii^cn !  Sciljlt  9^icStclIan 
unb  3fyr  iticrbct  bie  ^ncdjte  ber  fiiblid^en  3(riftofraten! 

3^r  n^otlt  bic  altc  Union  iuieber  ^crftcflen !  So^I,  bann  ne^mt  200,000 
9)tanner,  bic  unter  bcm  ©ternenbanncr  fiir  (Sure  {yrcil)eit  gefodjtcn,  unb 
iibcrontlriortct  fie  bcm  (Siibcn  tpicbcr  aU  SfiaDcn.  (^cifaK.)  (gtcflt  bic 
altc  Unit)n  inicber  ijcr,  bie  bcm  93Jannc,  bcr  ben  cblcn,  freifinnigen  'Sumner 
im  (Sit^nngSfaalc  bcr  23ertreter  bcr  Station  nicberfd)Iug,  cinen  G^rcnftod 
fc^cnfte.    23}crbct  tricber  bie  (SflaDcnfdngcr  fiir  bie  fiiblidjcn  93tafter^. 

S^ic  alte  Union,  bic  wix  uiollcn,  ift  nidjt  fcne,  bic  i^re  giibufiicrfdjaa- 
rcn  auSfenbcte,  um  neueS  ©cbict  fiir  bic  (Sftaocret  ju  crobern.  U  u  f  c  r  c 
atte  Union  ift  bie,  meldjc  in  bcm  .^erjcn  cine§  SafI)ington,  eine^  3cffcrfon 
lebtc,  q(5  fie  bagegcn  protcftirten,  ba^  felbft  nur  baS-  SBort  >2 !  t  a  o  e  r  c  i 
in  bcr  Sonftitution  crmdijnt  mcrbc.  (©ro^cr  ^cifatl.) 

S^ie  fiinftigc  a)ccnfd}I)cit  iviirbc  un$  fiudjcn,  uicnn  mir  am  8.  9tot)cmbcr 
fiir  SS>icber^crftcflung  bcr  Sfiaoerei  ftimmcn  iriirbcn.  ^^cffcr,  bic  5"Iuti)cn 
bc§  Oceans  eri)bben  fic^  unb  begriiben  bicfcy  l^anb,  cijc  luir  buri^  unfere 
Slbftimmung  cin  fotd)c§  Ungliicf  iiber  baffetbc  brdc^tcn.  (Sangbaucrnber 
ftiirmifdjcr  |)urra^ruf.) 

©cr  ^ampf  ift  cin  ^am|3f  auf  Seben  unb  Xob,  enttt)ebcr  inir  erringcn 
bie  ganse  t)oI(e  ^rci^eit,  ober  voix  miiffen  fiir  immcr  unfcvn  9k(fen  unter 
ba§  3'odj  bcr  (SfIaDenf)attcr  beugcn. 

SSir  Idmpfcn  fiir  bie  Sicbergeburt  bcr  9iation,  n^ir  ftrciten  fiir  bie 
<^runbprincipicn  ber  9ic]3ublif,  fiir  ^rci^cit,  ©tcid^^cit  unb  ©ercdjtigfcit 
1* 


T)nYd)  bic  Ginfteffimg  beS  JTricgcS  erflaren  irir  t^at[acf;tid),  ba§  bie  ^c# 
bellen  9xcd)t  f)attcn  unb  bcr  9lorbcn  Unredjt,  unb  Ijicrburrfj  ppatijen  tt)tr 
guglcid}  baS  ^amenforn  fiir  cine  mmufJ)ovIid)  iriicbcrfcljrenbc  9icbelIion. 
!t)te  9kdnt)clt  luiirbe  un§  an!tagcn,  ba§  tutr  oerratl)cri[^  gcgeH  bie  OJccnfd)- 
^eit  unb  imfcr  cigenc?  -3ntcrci'[e  gcljanbelt  ^aben. 

9Jur  gipci  iDiiige  fiub  bei  bcr  tion  ben  ©emofratcn  bcab[idjtigtcn  ^ccu- 
bignng  be§  ^ricgc^  ntogtidj.  Gntlncbcr  Untcnnerfnng  nutcr  bie  9xcbct(en, 
obcr  S^rcnnung  bcr  Union.  3lbcr  \vk  i[t  es  niijglid},  ha^  bic  ®emo!ratcn 
nn§  ben  5:rieben  iDiebcr  geben  fonnen,  irci^renb  fie  in  i[)rer  "iplatform  einen 
SSaffenftillftanb  prop&nircn.  iDurd)  einen  foldjcn  J^ricben  erlBren  n^ir 
un§  aU  ^eigfinge  unb  Cure  auglQnbi[d)en  ^einbe  inerben  Sud}  fagen; 
9?nr  bcr  fitb(idjc  dlitUx  tjat  SO^utl)  unb  5(u£^baucr  unb  ift  bcreit  5U  fiegen 
»ber  5U  ftcrbcn,  ber  S^orben  bagegen  Wiit  (icber  ^ned}t  [ein,  aU  ©ut  unb 
Sblnt  fitr  [cine  dlcdjk  opfern.  SBenn  am  8.  Dtofiembcr  burdj  ben  ©icg  ber 
bemo!rati[djen  ^artei  ba§  2luff)i)ren  be§  ^riegeS  ^roflarairt  ipirb,  bann 
fommen  bie  3(nftrengnngen  SnglanbS  unb  ^ranfveic^^.  (Sic  ipcrbcn  f^re^ 
t^en  :  9Bir  ^abcn  tdngft  gcfagt,  ba§  e§  fo  fommen  mu§.  @ef)en  init  ju 
3^eff.  5^aoi§. 

S5icWcid)t  fagt  cr  :  9Jcein  cigeneS  9xei(^  ift  gro^  gcnng,  unb  fo  moge  Qn6) 
Suer  9ieid)  ebenfallS  genitgen,  unb  fo  {)at  benn  jcber  ctma^,  ipomit  cr  5U= 
fricben  fcin  faun.  Obcr  cr  nimmt  ben  bcmittf)ig  bittenben  9forben  in 
©nabcn  anf  unb  fpridjt :  2l)V  WoUt  bic  ganjc  Union  ;  —  gut !  Unter^ 
werft  Gud)  ber  3}iontgomerl}  Gonftitution,  unb  crfcnnt  bic  ^errfrfjaft  bc0 
©iibenS  an. 

^ierbci  fii((t  mir  cine  9lnefbote  cin,  mcldjc  bcr  .^liftorifcr  !^al)(mann 
erjdfjttc,  aU  cr  in  ber  "ipanli^firdje  bciucifcn  ivollte,  unc  incnig  ha^  i^otf 
juineiten  an  feinen  cigenen  ^ntereffcn  2(ntl)cit  nimmt.  9(I§  ber  £dnig  tion 
SBcftp^alcn,  3e^ome,  ocrtrieben  luorbcn  unb  bcr  altc  G^urfiirft  t>on  ipcffcn^. 
bcr  gcunj^  fcin  gro^eS  I'idjt  mar,  iniebcr  :^cfi^  don  fctncm  l^onbe  naljm, 
cinfjcrte  ein  :SBauer :  „9hin  Ijabcn  mir  jtiiar  nnfern  alten  Gfc(  luiebcr,  abe; 
c«  ift  bod)  nicnigftcnS  unf  cr  eigener  Gfel."  SBcnn  nn§  nun  bic  !4}emo= 
fraten  burdjanS  iiberrcbcn  inotten,  bie  !©icncr  ber  9(riftofratcn  .:;n  ipcrben, 
nun  gut,  fo  fdnntcn  mir  t)aQ  beffer  Ijabcn,  menn  mir  nn§  in  unferc  altc 
^cimatf)  ytriidbegeben  unb,  mic  fener  ^auer  fagtc,  micbcr  mit  nnfcrcn 
alten  Gfcht  norlicb  nef)men  murbcn. 

3(bcr  crnftlid)  gcfprodjcn,  nn'r  miirben  bcr  „  r  0  tl)  e  n  9ienftion"  Xfjiir 
unb  3:f)or  offncn.  Sir  miirben  bic  ipcrrfdjaft  bee  fdjrccftidjftcn  ^^dbets, 
mie  bcr  con  9^tcm=?)orf  ift,  ^aben,  mir  miirben  ®ccncn  t)crgangener  -S^aljr* 
f)unbcrte  micbcr  crtebcn,  mir  miirben  un«  an  bcr  2?ergangenf)eit  unb  an  ber 
3ufunft  uerfiinbigcn. 

3DJan  mid  Lincoln  bcfdjulbigcn,  baj?  cr  nid)t§  gct{)an,  moburc^  cr  bie 


SBiebererueimung  qI^S  'iprdfibent  tierbientc.  3ft  ^tt  3l6[^affung  ber  ^Ua^ 
berei,  bie  (gmancipattoit  ber  g^arblgcn,  bie  Confiscation  bcS  fitblidjcn  dlc^ 
benen=Sigcntf)mn5  9cic{}ts?  5ft  bie  SInertennmuj  ber  $)icpnMifcn  ii^iberia 
unb  §a^tt  feine  53erii(ffi(J)tii3ung  ircrt^  ?  Senn  bie  (5mancipation3='i}5ro* 
ftamation,  mobnrd)  SDiilUonen  oon  Untcrjocfjten  i^re  2)Zcnfd)enrcdjte  luicber* 
gegeben  finb,  fcine  'ipropaganba  ift,  bann  ttietp  id)  ntdjt  \va^  ^^ro^mganba 
ift.  9)land)c  allju  ^i^igc  ^'i)|3fe  Ijabcn  unferer  9xcgieruug  Dorgciuorfcn,  bap 
fie  nid)t  fd)ncll  genng  uorangcgangcn  fci,  baj3  ber  ^ricg  nidjts  ju  Stanbc 
gcbradjt  t)tabe.  §abcn  fie  oergeffciv  luaS  Sherman,  i^arragnt,  (S^criban 
erfcintpft  ()aben,  ina«  ©rant  aWcin  fdjon  3U  i£tanbe  gebradjt  f)at,  unb  mU 
djcr  fdjtneren  3(ufgabc  cr  fic^  ict^t  nntersogen?  X:xx  SInfgabc,  bnrdj  ben  £rieg 
ben  Beinb  ju  sermatmcn  ol)ne  fid)  ber  ©efa^r  au§3ufe^en,  cine  9ticbcr(age 
mijgtic^  juntadjcn,  ipe(d}c  bie  feinbtidje  '^^artei  im  '^iorbcn  anc^beutcn  luiirbe. 

2)ian  [)at  Lincoln  i^orgeirorfen,  bap  cr  feine  Unicerfitaten  iK]iid)t  ^obe, 
bap  er  ein  i^enjrtegclfpaltcr  fei.  @erabe  burd)  bie  SiMcberinoI)!  beffclben 
gum ^iDdjften  2(mte  in  ben  i>er.  ©taatcn  beftiltigt  has,  23oIf,  ba^  baS  "poor 
white  trash"  burdj  ben  frcicn  SSiHen  beg  ^"olfeS  beftimmt  ift,  bie  2(rifto=^ 
fratie  be§  l?aubeS  3U  unterwerfen,  Cincotn,  ber  Rail-splitter,  unb  ^o^nfon, 
ber  <Sd)neiber,  lucrbcu  Don  bem  33olfe  an  bie  Spi^^e  ber  ficgrcidjcn  Union 
gefteHt  inerben,  urn  ber  2Be(t  ju  jcigen,  ba^  ba§  groJ3e  9?eid}  ber  (^rciljcit, 
©leid^{)cit  unb  ©ercd)tigfeit  gegriinbet  ift,  ha^  in  bemfctbcu  bie  3{rbeit  ben 
9}?enfct)en  abclt.  ^mi  Sidnncr,  3trbeitcr  in  if)rer  -O^igs^n^/  uicrbcn  fieg= 
reicf)  ha^  :53anner  ber  n3at)ren  Tienujfratie  auf  ben  S^rummern  ber  8ttat)en* 
t)a(ter=3^i^ingburg  oufpftansen ! 

Stngcnommcn,  ftir  Ijcittcn  ftatt  eineS  fc^Iidjten  abcr  rebtid)cnDJ?anneS,  ber 
mit  iBcfonnen()eit  unb  geftig!eit  fortfdjrcitet  unb  haQ  ©taatvfdjiff  3n3ar 
langfont  aber  mtt  @id}erl)eit  burc^  ben  Sturm  Tenft,  ein  @cnic,  mie  Safar,- 
Grominell,  5^apo(eon.  @(anbt  5t)r,  ha^  iDir  babei  bcffer  fal)rcn  luiirben  ? 
33ergcffet  nicfjt,  ba^  auS  atlen  biefen  ©enieS  3)i!tatoren  tmtrben,  ipctdje  cben 
burd}  bie  2)kd)t  if)re§  5(fleS  beljcrrfc^enben  @eifte§  ondj  bem  23olfc  bie  ^err^^ 
fdjaft  naf)men,  ba§  fic^  i(}m  in  fciner  33crgottcrung  blinblingS  unterirarf 
unb  burc^  biefe  23crg6ttcrung  fcine  greil)eit  cinbii§te. 

Sin  un§  ift  e§,  ber  233e(t  3U  geigen,  ba^  ein  ^otf  fid)  retten  faun,  o^ne  feine 
grei^eit  eingubii^cn. 

3Bir  miiffen  ben  (5o(o|  bcrnidjten,  an  beffen  (£))t^e  bie  fci^toarge  ga{)ne 
ber  ©ftanerei  flattcrt,  unb  cincn  Golo^  t)on  9x^obu§  erbaucn,  einen  ^^i'euctit- 
t^urm  ber  ^rcif)eit,  bie  gro^e  iDiebcrficrgefteHtc  Union,  ineldje  alien  Unter* 
briidten  ber  Srbc  ein  Veitftern  burd)  bie  Stiirme  ber  33crfo(gnng,  ein  d\cU 
tungSfignal  fein  foil. 

Gbenfo  tt)ic  9^apo(eon  in  (5gt)pten  feine  ^rieger  anfeuerte,  inbem  er  auf 
bie  "ipqramiben  beutenb,  auSrief:  „23ier3tg  3af)i'^uubcrte  blid'cu  auf  Guc^ 


^croB/'  fo  ruft  bie  2Be(t  (guc^  p !  SSierjig  ^n^r^unbertc  ber  StdiUfation 
blirfen  auf  (gucf}  unb  fo  |cf)affet  am  8.  ^conember,  ba^  bie  ganje  5lvbeit  ber 
SSergangenljcit  nic^t  bcrgcbenS  getoe[en  ift.  (Sang  anl)attenber  fturmi[d)er 
Seifaa.) 


2J?eine  ^erren ! 

3^cl^  crfdjcine  I)ier  dor  O^nen  al§  einc  giemlid)  unbcfanntc  ^erfon,  unb 
c§  gcbiiljrt  mir,  juerft  O^nen  ju  fagen,  n3er  id)  bin.  Qdj  bin  cin  ^a* 
ben[cr  ^(itc^tling  Dom  Qa^xt  '49,  ein  f(^Iid}ter  53iirgcr§mann,  ber  gu 
fd)(id)tcn  Siirger^Icutcn  in  unge[d)mi:(f ten  Sorten  rebcn  wiU.  (Stpptau^.) 
3d)  h>i(I  Q^mn  ani}  bie  SBatjr^eit  [agen  (b.  ^.  ba§  bteibt  nnterun^): 
^d)  bin  frii^er  !©emo!rat  gettiefen. — ®a§  burfen  ©ie  aber  nid)t  itieiter 
fagcn !  (®elad)ter.) — 3^  ^be  nod)  im  ^a^re  1856,  njeit  ic^  jnm  9tadj* 
benfen  nid^t  aufgelegt  inar  unb  au§  §ang  jur  53equemlic^feit  mid)  don 
Sf^ac^barn  unb  Scfannten  iibcrreben  (affcn,  ta?)  bemofratifc^e  Zidct  ju 
ftimmen. — 3d)  i^t^i^r  e§  toar'ne  !r)umm^eit,  e§  rent  mid)  au(^,  unb  ti)ut 
mir  Icib,  ha^  man  mir  nad)fagen  mu^:  „T)n  bift  ja  fritter  mit  bic[cr 
^artci  gcgangen! — unb  ba§ .  ift  auc!^  bie  3Baf)r^eit. — 5t(§  aber  im  3'Jt)re 
1861  ber  ^tieg  ausbrac^,  ha  mac^te  id)  mi(^  baoon,  bcnn  id)  erfannte,  ha'^ 
c§  fiir  einen  anftcinbigcn  a)?enfd)en  feine  (5ntfd)ulbigung  fei,  hci  einer  fo(d)en 
^artci  p  blciben  (ftiirmifd)cr  Stpptau^)  unb  ha^  Ijat  mid)  nod)  nic^t 
gereut  bis  auf  bie  jet^ige  ©tunbe  unb  mirb'^  and)  nimmer. 

20?eine  §crren,  ©ie  fi^en  {)icr  nid)t  aU  blo^e  3ufd)auer  ober  3u()orcr; 
©ie  fi^en  ^icr  ju  @crid)t  aU  ©efc^n^orenen,  urn  ju  {)oren  unb  3U  urt()ei(cn, 
h)a§  am  11.  October  unb  8.  9?ooember  gefd)e^en  mu§.  Db  n^ir  fitr 
3effcrfon  2^aoi§  ober  fiir  2tbra^am  Cincotn  finb,  ob  fiir  bie  Slnerfennung 
ber  9icbelIion  ober  bie  2lufred)tl)altung  ber  Union,  ob  mir  bie  bcmaffneten 
3)crratl)er  im  ©iiben  unb  bie  t)eimtildifd)en  a3crrat^er  im  ^torben  unter* 
ftiitien  mo((en,  ober  hk  ^Bad^c  ber  2}2enfd)l)eit  itbcr  bie  gauge  SBelt. 

a5or  Gud)  licgt  bie  (5ntfd)eibung  iibcr  Scben  unb  3:ob,  nid)t  blo§  bie 
(Sntfd)eibung  iibcr  Guer  <2d)idfa(,  fonbern  iibcr  ba§  Surer  9}Zitmcnfd)cn, 
Gurcr  9lad)fommen,  (Surer  3"^'""!^^  ^"^"C^^  9"tcn  JHufeg,  (Surer  gangen 
pl)l)fi[d)cn  unb  moralifdjcn  (ijriftenj. 

iO}are  id)  cin  5(uf)incgter,  ein  3^emagoge,  ein  ^ranbftifter,  ein  gen)iffen> 
unb  djarafterlofer  93ienfd),  ma§  gemi^  eine  fcf)Iimme  ©ad)e  ift,  unb  murbe 
id)  gtaubcn,  ba§  id)  cine  au§  fo(d)cn  ®ubj;cften  jufammcngefe^te  ©cfcUfd)aft 
dor  mir  I)abe,  fo  mitrbe  id)  fagen:  „®ie  dcrf(ud)ten  ^lad  QicpubiicanS 
l^abeu  ben  ^rieg  angefangeu."    Unb  maljrlic^,  noc^  nie  I)at  eine  ^^artei 


cS  gewagt,  bem  25oIfc  ciueu  [otc^en  'Mxtn  aufgubinben,  iric  btefcr.  (®c^ 
lad^ter  unb  3{pplauci).  Hub  ina§  nocf)  fd)timmcr  ift,  bie  voI}cn  0)Zaffen 
glauben  c§.    (©clad)tcr.) 

^raud^e  icf)  e§3^"cu  obcr  trgcnb  cinem  mtelltgentenaJZcnfdjcn  511  fagen, 
ttcr  ben  ^xicg  bcgoimcu  ijat  3S>ciB  c§  mcf)t  em  3eber,  ber  fid)  uur  bie 
Heine  9JM)e  bc^^  i)tad)bcnfcnS  gebenicill—  obcr  baju  ift  jcnc  ^taffc  ju 
fan!  obcr  jn  boSartig  —  ba§  ber  £rieg  fdjon  oor  brei^ig  Oa^jvcn  bcgon^ 
nen  Ijobc.  Ta^  ber  (Siibcn  ben  9lorben  bajn  gesuumgcn,  ha^  ber 
9Jorben  5tUe^  gctfjan,  nm  ben  (SUben  in  9xul)e  unb  a^cri'oljnung  ju  er= 
fialten,  baB  ber  9torbcn  felbft  bie  fieitigfte  DJZcnfc^cnpflidjt  Dcrlc'^te,  unx 
ttur  ben  ©iibcn  nidjt  jn  rci^cn.  SBer  ^at  ben  senator  eumner  in  ben 
^aUm  be«  GapitoB  jnm  .Qriipjjel  gefdjiagen.  ST^er  Ijat  ?oociot)  in  3ai= 
noi^,  einen  ^citung^^cran^geber,  erfdjtagen,  votii  er  e^S  luagte,  fcin  frcie§ 
2Bort  fiir  bie  a^icnfdjcnredjte  an§3u[prec^en.  Unb  biefc  ^anbe  fpridjt  ie^t 
t)on  i^erlet^nng  ber  9xebe=  nnb  ^rcpfrei^cit.  (S^onncrnber  5(pp(an§.)  iffier 
I)at  im  -3at)re  1836  ba^  Gag  Law  eingefii^rt,  ipoburd)  bem  2?oIfe  ein 
a)?au(forb  oorgcI)angt  luerbeh  foUte.  SBurbe  nidjt  ba§  ^^etition^redjt  auf 
3(ntrag  beg  (gubeng  cerboten  ?  —  (Slpl^IauS).  SBcire  id;  {wai  ta^ 
©d)(immfte  ift,  \mQ  einen  SDccnfc^en  befallen  !ann)  ein(iimpel,  einSmnm* 
fopf,  ein  Tlcnid)  oI)nc  (irjic{)nng  nnb  intelligent,  unb  nnirbe  id)  glauben, 
iia^  id)  in  ©efellfdjaft  Don  eben  feldjen  ©ubjecten  iDarc,  fo  iDurbe  i^  fa* 
gen :  Slbe  Lincoln  ift  ein  2;i)rann,  ein  SJ^enfc^enfreffer  (®elad)tcr),  em 
Galignla,  ein  9cero  u.  f.  w.  2111  fold)  bummes  ^eug  ipiirbe  ic^  Guc^  oor? 
fditra^cn.  (©cldc^ter).  S^  ii^w^^c  rcifonnircn,  ba^  ber  ^rieg  nic^t  fdjnett 
genug  3n  Gnbe  gcfit()rt  loirb.  (®elad)ter).  3d)  toiirbe  Sud)  fagen,  ba^ 
loir  2llle§  befa^cn,  urn  einen  fold)  riefen^ften  £rieg  ju  ful)rcn,  ol§  ber^ 
felbe  au^bra^  b.  ^.  id)  witrbc  babei  Dergeffen,  ha^  ttir  bamal33111eS  ^lotfj^ 
ipenbige  bajn  I)atten,  blo§  fcine  (golbaten,  feine  Saffen,  feinc  Stmmunition 
unb  ®clb,  (ftitrmifdjer  3lpplau§  unb  ©eldc^ter),  benn  ba§  l)atte  unS  fc^on 
ber  ©itben  alleS  tior^er  itieggeftol)len.    (©eldc^ter  unb  2Ipplau§). 

X)k  fogenannten  !4^emofraten  incrfcn  un§  oor  :  „3Bir  fet^ten  fiir  bm 
9iigger!"  (Sine  fd)one  ^Sorte  ©emofraten  tag.  Sie  oerbicnen  ben9?amen 
5)emofraten  gerabe  fo,  al§  iDcnn  bie  9iduber  in  ben  9(bru35en  fid)  9xomer 
unb  bie  ^iraten  com  ^piranS  fid)  3lt^ener  nennen  tt^oUten.  (®elad)ter  unb 
31pplauS).  —  (2ie  fagen :  fiir  ben  Snigger  fed)ten  )mxx.  —  ©erabe  ba§  ®e^ 
gentl)cil  t^un  voir,  wix  fed)tcn  gegen  i^n.  (@eldd)ter).  (Sie  renommireu 
\a  bamit,  ber  9teger  irerbe  fo  gut  bel)anbelt  im  Siiben :  fein  3)tafter  gc^t 
fo  patriar(^alifd)  mit  il)m  um,  fo  liebreic^,  er  giebt  i^m  einen  3(r3t  unb 
aJZebijin,  wenn  cr  franl  wirb;  er  fenbet  i^n  in  alle  SSeltgegenben  alviBer- 
treter  ber  Sioilifation  unb  9id(^ftenliebe,  unb  tt)enn  aud)  bicfe  23crfeubung 
auf  bem  35erfteigci-uuggblocf  gcfc^iel)t.    ^en  33ater  fenbet  er  bortl)in,  bie 
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Wntkv  halfm,  bie  ^iubcr  onberStDo^in  —  MeS,  urn  bic  Gtoilifation  ju 
berbrcitcn  unb  urn  ftatlftifdje  ©tubtcn  511  mQd)cn.  —  (5tn^altcnbe§  ©elcid)* 
ter.)  Unb  nun  [age  mir  einer,  i)a^  luir  fiir  ben  ^ticjger  fedjten.  —  ®e= 
rabe  ba§  ©cgcnt^cit  tl)un  mv.  Sir  n?oUcn  i^m  bie[c§  ®IM  unb  bicfc 
SBoIjItljaten  cntrcipcn ;  luir  iroKeu  if)n  jum  freicn  9[Rcnfdjen  mad)cn  unb 
ftienn  i^n  gletd)  bcr  ^cufe(  Ijott !  (Sang  anl)attcnbcr  Qiihd  -unb  [titrmi* 
fdjer  (Snt()u[ia§mu§). 

35>are  id)  ein  bummer  9J?en[d)  unb  glaubte,  Qf^r:  iriaret  aud)  [0  ((Scliid)* 
ter),  fo  luitrbe  id)  fcruer  fagen:  „3Bont  3"^)^  inot)(fcitc  Gutter?  fo  ftimmt 
fiir  aJJcetettan.  —  SBoIIt  3f)r  billigeS  ®d)tt)eincf{ci[c^  ?  fo  ftimmt  fitr 
3JZcS(e(Ian.  —  3BoI(t  3'^r,  ba^  Sud)  bic  2:an6en  gcbraten  in'^3  9J?auI  f[ie* 
gen  ?  fo  ftimmt  fur  9J?ceicnau.  —  SBolIt  ^Ijr,  ba^  urn  9J?itternad}t  bie 
9)?ittagi^fonne  auf  Sure  ©djdbct  brenncn  foil?  fo  ftimmt  fiir  SJtcGtellan." 
(8tiirmifd)er  :33eifafl  unb  @elac|ter.) 

©old)'  bummed  ^eug  gu  fd)n.ia^cn  ift  gen^i^  fdjiimm,  aber  ba§  ©djlimmfte 
{ft,  ba^  eg  SDIenfdjen  gibt,  bic  iDirflid)  fo  abgefd)madteS  ^cug  gtaubcn. 
(©tiirmifd)e§  @e(ad)ter  unb  3t^plau§.)  Unb  '  ta^  finb  bic  ^^rebigcr  unb 
bie  ©laubigcn,  bic  fid)  I)eut3Utage  at§  !^emofraten  tituliren.  (St^plauS.) 

335a8  ift  cine  ^artei,  unb  loaS  Derftefjen  tuir  unter  bicfcm  9cameu  ? 
Unter  b  i  e  f  c  r  ^artci  t)erftc{)c  id)  nidjt  einen  ©egncr,  mit  bcm  i-d)  mi(^ 
auf  cine  ftcrniinftigc  Scfpedjung  unb  ©arlcgung  bcr  lil^atfadjcn  cintaffen 
fann,  fonbcrn  ben  Sanbe^feinb,  bcr  tncber  auf  23orfteIIungcn,  nod)  auf  ^er* 
nunft  I)brt.  Qljin  jic^c  it^  nod)  ben  offenen  O'eiub,  ben  ©ubcn,  oor,  bcr 
offen  mit  bclnaffneter  §anb  feincn  ^r^^S^'iitbcn  t)crfid)t.  Slber  ben,  bcr 
mit  bcm  33oId),  uerftedt,  un§  tm  $Ritden  anjufallen  ocrfud)t,  t3crad)te  ic^ 
a(§  eincn  ^cigtiug  unb  ^cud)Icr  au§  bcr  ticfftcu  S^icfc  mcincS  ^crjenS. 
(S!)onncrnbcr  ^eifall.)  Urn  cine  ^arallete  sft)ifd)en  bcr  unrfltdjcn  unb  bcr 
jet^igen  fogcnauntcn  SDcmofratie  ju  jicl)eu,  greife  ic^  in  bie  @efd)id)tc  ju- 
riid  unb  lauge  mir  ein  paar  2:^tfad)cn  barau§  ^croor.  21m  14.  3ult 
1789  crftiirmtc  ba§  bcmotratifd)e  33oIf  tion  ^ari$  bic  ^aftilte  unb  mad)te 
btcfc3  fd)euf5ncf)c  ©cfangui^  bcr  (Srbc  gteid),  unb  am  anbcrn  90?orgcn  ftanb 
auf  ben  9xuinen  ein  ^^fal)t  mit  bcr  ^'"f'^i'ift :  "Ici  Ton  dance!"  (ipicr 
trtrb  gctaujt !)  Unb  alleS  bic§  gcfd)al),  ol)ne  ha'^  ^emnnb  an  feincm  (Si- 
gentium  berlcljt  unb  gctriinft  iDurbc,  unb  furj  barauf  erftarte  bic  fran^ofi* 
fd)e  &fepnb(if,  ba§  al(e  gran3ofen  glcid)  feien  t3or  bcm  9xed)tc.  (3(pp(aui5.) 

!4^agcgcu  am  14.  3nli  1863,  luetd)'  ©djoufpicl  bot  uu§  bie  S^emofratie 
t3on  9ielr:^?)orf  "^^^  •  ®ic  brannte  Saifcul)aufcr  nicber,  ftaf)I  unb  raubte, 
unb  fd)(ug  iT)e{)r=  unb  fd)u{iIofc  9Jtcufd)cn  auf  bcr  (gtra^e  tobt.  ((Stitrmi^ 
fd)er  ^eifatl.)  S)a§  luar  bie  ©emofratic  oon  banmlS  unb  ba§  ift  bie 
S^'Cmofratie  con  ^ente.  (3lpp(auci.)  Unb  mit  cincr  fold)en  4J3anbc  foden 
liiir  .^anb  in  ^anb  gc^cn ;  fitr  beren  2:idct  foU  ein  5)  e  u  t  f  d)  e  r  ftim- 
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men,  bcr  ©eutfc^e,  ber  in  feinem  |)ctmat^Ianbe  btc  ^anb  bc§  UnterbriicfcrS 
gefii^ft,  bcr  fi(^  ta^  b  e  n  f  e  n  b  c  33oIf  nennt,  beffen  ganje  ©rjieljung, 
beffcn  ©cift  unb  ©treben  fic^  natf)  grei^eit  unb  ^eina'^rung  ber  3}?cni(i)en- 
hJiirbe  fer)nt?  (^raoo.)  9?e^mt  bic  gan^c  beutj^e  Station,  tt>ie  fie  Don 
!)^orb  bi§  Siib  in  tierfc^iebencn  Sanbe^gebieten  auftritt,  nnb  fragt  Gut^, 
fann  fie  fief)  etncr  fo((^en  ^artei  anfdjlie^en  ? 

3(j^  bcginnc  mit  bcm  §oIftciner,  ber  foeben  bemii^t  ift,  ben  ^Danenbrud 
t)on  fid)  ju  iDciljen. 

3rf)  fef)e  ben  SO^edtenburger  dor  mir,  \m  er  bem  anbert^alb  3^^  bicfen 
^ritgelftocf  enttaufen.  SKirb  er  fid)  bajn  I)ergeben,  um  feinen -Biitmenfdjen 
au^jupeitfdjcn  ?    (SroDo.)    9^ein,  gettji^,  ba§  luirb  er  nic^t.    (3Ip|}Iaug.) 

Q'd)  fcl)e  bm  'ipreulen  mit  fciner  ,,3ntelligen3"  (@clad)ter);  n)irb  er 
feine  ^ntcttigcn^  fo  ineit  Dergcffcn  unb  mit  biefer  'i^artei  gefien?    Dtein. 

!4^ort  fommt  bcr  .^cffe,  ber  ge^affenf(-uc^te  (®etad)ter),  beffcn  ganje  ©C' 
fd)id)te  t)on  Unterbriirf ung  unb  5:^rannei  ersiifitt.-  Sirb  er  fiir  ©ftaoerei 
unb  3>erbmnmung  fein?    9tcin.    (-SraDo.) 

^ier  fommt  ber  fro^(id)e  SBitrttemberger,  ber  gemiit^liG^e  (Sc^tDabe. 
25ieIIeid)t  ift  er  bei  Tlaxhati)  ba^eim.  „a)Za  h)oi^t  nan  fd^au!"  (StppIauS 
unb  ©elcic^tcr.)  ®en!t  3^r,  ta^  ber  fo  entmenf^t  ift,  urn  mit  biefer  ^ax' 
tei  jn  ge^en,  bie  eine  ^a^e  cntmenfi^en  toiU.  9lein,  i)a^  t^ut  er  nic^t. 
'^a^n  tjat  er  ein  ju  guteg  ©emiit^.'    (Stiirmifi^er  2t|)ptan§.) 

^ier  fe^  i^  ben  ^abenfer,  ein  aufgeinecfter,  munterer  ^urfc^,  ber  nirf)t 
auf  ben  ^opf  gefallen  ift.  35ieflei^t  ift  er  don  SJZann^eim,  ^eibelberg, 
(gins^eim  ober  9ffaftatt;  Dicllcii^t  ein  @d)u(famerab  don  unferem  3)^itbiir; 
ger  ©igel.  (©turmif^er  3Ipplau§.)  SSieflcic^t  ift  er  oon  Srud^fal,  wo 
me^r  Sein  aU  SBoffer  ift.  (©clac^tcr.)  S3iefleic^t  ift  er  don  Gonftanj, 
tdo  einftntal^  g  i  (f  t  e  r  ben  ,,(Sceboten"  fc^rieb.  (e^oI(enbc§  @elad)tcr 
unb  ^urra^.)  Stflelueit  fi^rcibt  %\dkx  waS  2Inbere§.  (©etddjter.)  2Jietnt 
3f)r,  ba§  er  mit  biefer  !l)emofratie  gc^t  ?    gcillt  i^m  gar  nidjt  ein. 

©ieSlfle  merben  feinen  fi^mac^doUen  ^riebcn  mit  SIriftofraten  madjen  unb 
fic^  ni^t  mit  bem  ro^eften  'ipobet,  ber  fid)  mit  ^M  unb  53crbredjcn  befubelt 
im  @tra^cnfott)e  iDciljt,  in  eine  (Categoric  ftcUen.    (Stiirmifc^erSIpptauS.) 

(£ie  iDcrbcn  am  8.  9?odember  ba§  S^idet  ber  ST^a^r^eit  unb  ber  3)ien= 
fc^enn^iirbe  ftimmen.  ©ie  tpcrben  ben  gtud^  berSfladcret  auffjcben,  bamit 
bie  ©migration  fid)  iiberoll  ausbrciten  unb  mit  bcr  (Sidilifation  |)anb  in 
^onb  gc^en  !ann.  Sin  3ebcr  wirb  bonn  in  fpciteren  ^eiteOr  i^enn  bie 
Quid  fid)  auf  feinen  tnieen  fd)au!eln,  i^nen  er3at)(en  fonnen  don  bem 
gro^cn  ^ampfc  fur  grei^cit,  3}Zcnfd)eniditrbe  unb  DJed^te  unb  loirb  bann 
mit  ftolgem  ©efii^le  fagen  !onnen  :  „S<i)  bin  auc^  babei  getrefen  unb  ^abe 
metne  (2d}ulbig!eit  a(S  2Jienf(^  getl^an!"  CDonnernber  53eifal(,  |)urra^* 
rufen  unb  ant)attenber  3ube(.) 
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Mk.  Pke8idknt,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen  : 

In  thanking  jour  Club,  as  I  beg  leave  to  do  most  cordially,  for 
the  honour  jou  have  done  me  in  asking  me  to  follow  the  speakers 
whose  eloquence  has  already  consecrated  your  campaign  quarters 
to  those  ]irinciples  of  Nationality  and  Freedom  upon  which  our 
Fathers  of  the  Revolution  laid  the  basis  of  our  Republic,  I  cannot 
forget  the  interesting  historic  associations  that  cluster  around  the 
site  you  have  so  happily  selected. 

Close  to  this  spot,  eighty  years  ago,  stood  Fort  Putnam,  after- 
wards called  Fort  Greene,  constituting  an  important  point  in  the 
line  of  intrenchuients  which,  extending  on  the  one  side  to  the 
Navy  Yard,  and  on  the  other  to  Freek's  Mill  Pond,  had  been 
thrown  up  to  protect  our  slender  army  from  the  British  forces  of 
Lord  Percy  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  aided  by  the  Hessians  under 
General  Ileiser. 

From  this  line  on  the  29tli  August,  1776,  after  the  gallant 
but  disastrous  engagements  in  which  our  forces  had  failed  to 
maintain  their  ground,  though  led  by  Generals  Sterling,  Sullivan 
and  Grant,  "Washington  resolved  to  withdraw  the  army  across 
the  river ;  and  he  accomplished  that  famous  retreat  under  cover 
of  the  protecting  fog  which  concealed  his  movements  from  the 
British,  the  sound  of  whose  spades  and  pickaxes  was  distinctly 
heard  by  our  retiring  soldiers. 

Again  Americans  assemble  on  the  site  of  Fort  Greene  to 
defend  the  same  sacred  cause  of  their  country,  and  to  emulate  the 


patriotism  and  lieroism  which  marked  these  lines  in  the  last 
century.  Engaged  now  in  a  contest  of  yet  greater  magnitude, 
we  meet  at  a  time  Avhen  our  prospect  of  success  is  brigliter  far 
than  it  was  then,  for  our  recent  news,  whether  from  Atlanta 
or  the  Shenandoali,  Alatoona  or  Cedar  Creek,  whether  from 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio  or  Indiana,  whether  from  our  soldiers  aim- 
ing bullets  at  Soutliern  rebels,  or  ballots  at  Northern  rene- 
gades : — all  our  news,  and  the  despondent  tone  of  our  foes, 
whether  in  liiclimond,  in  London,  the  vicinity  of  Niagara, 
Missouri,  or  at  our  own  doors,  tell  us  that  this  time  it  is  the 
enemy  that  retreats  and  the  British  Hessians  that  des})air. 

The  kindly  fog  that  envelo]:)ed  the  army  of  Washington  is  ex- 
changed for  tlie  dawning  light  that  smiles  u})on  our  victories, 
foretelling  the  early  coming  of  the  blessed  day  wlien  ]ieace  shall 
again  reign  over  our  broad  country,  one,  united  and  entire, 
and  the  Rebellion  and  the  cause  of  the  Ilebellion  shall  have  been 
buried,  without  hope  of  a  resurrection,  in  a  common  grave. 

In  addressing  you  on  the  great  issue  presently  to  be  decided 
by  the  American  people,  I  can  hardly  hope  to  say  anything  which 
has  not  been  again  and  again  more  ably  ])resented,  for  among  the 
marked  results  of  this  contest  is  the  earnest  devotion  and  the  intel- 
lectual activity  with  which,  from  a  thousand  rostrums  in  every 
section  of  our  land,  the  varying  phases  of  the  question  have  been 
boldly  grasped  and  exhaustingly  analyzed.  Indeed,  no  more  strik- 
ing proof  of  the  fitness  of  educated  Americans  for  self-government 
has  been  or  could  be  given,  than  the  almost  universal  intelligence 
with  which  the  Southern  Rebellion  is  discussed  in  every  school 
district  from  Maine  to  Kansas.  It  is  well  that  this  grand  con- 
spiracy, begotten  of  slavery  and  conceived  in  treason,  secretly 
fondled  by  Northern  traitors,  openly  encouraged  by  our  foes 
abroad,  and  relied  upon  to  prove  the  incapacity  of  the  American 
people  and  the  instability  of  the  American  Government,  should 
at  every  step  of  its  progress  develop,  as  it  has  done  and  as  it  is 
now  doing,  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  national  prosperity 
that  has  blessed  onr  country,  and  despite  its  tendencies  to  de- 
moralization, a  church  supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  free 
schools,  free  speech  and  a  free  press  have  elevated  our  masses  to 


a  degree  of  intelligence,  virtue  and  self-respect  absolutely  un- 
known in  any  other  land.  In  the  midst  of  a  gigantic  revolt  tliat 
would  have  shaken  to  its  foundations  the  most  ancient  throne  in 
Europe,  we  have  not  sinipl}^  called  into  existence  an  army  and  a 
navy  at  which  the  world  wonders,  but  we  have  shown,  in  the 
good  order,  prosjierity  and  loyalty  of  the  free  States,  that  a 
government  based  on  the  will  and  the  affections  of  an  enlight- 
ened people  is  beyond  all  comparison  the  most  stable  government 
in  the  world. 

FOREIGN    EFFORTS  TO  DESTROY  THE  REPUBLIC. 

These  decisive  proofs  in  favour  of  popular  government  do  not, 
unfortunately,  afford  profound  satisfaction  to  our  aristocratic 
friends  across  the  water,  or  to  the  descendants  in  our  midst  of  the 
tories  of  the  Revolution,  who  for  three-fourths  of  a  century  have 
tendered  us  their  mournful  con<lolence  on  the  demoralizing  influ- 
ences of  democratic  institutions  and  the  inherent  weakness  of 
republican  government.  At  the  present  moment  their  hope  seems 
to  be  that  by  fostering  a  division  in  the  loyal  States,  and  thus  ele- 
vating to  power  a  party  pledged  to  the  declaration  of  tlie  Chicago 
Platform,  that  the  war  for  a  restoration  of  the  Union  is  a  failure, 
and  that  justice  demands  ''an  immediate  cessation  of  hostilities," 
their  triumphant  predictions  of  our  hopeless  dissolution  may  still 
in  some  sort  be  verified. 

"  The  crash  of  a  New  World,"  said  the  London  Times  at  the 
commencement  of  the  rebellion  in  1861,  "is  an  awful  phenome- 
non. War  has  dashed  like  a  comet  upon  the  great  American 
Republic,  and  all  the  institutions  and  destinies  of  that  mighty 
Union  seemed  scattered  in  fragments  around.  *  *  The  United 
States  of  Korth  America  have  ceased  to  be." 

A  curious  commentary  upon  this  asserted  dissolution  of  our 
government,  which  Sir  Bulwer  Lytton  hailed  as  a  blessing  tt) 
England  and  the  world,  was  contained  in  a  recent  article  of  the 
Times  warning  Canada  that  she  must  protect  her  own  border,  as 
England  could  scarcely  supply  a  sufiicient  army  not  for  a  single 
campaign,  but  for  "  a  single  battle,  conducted  on  General  Grant's 
principles." 
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The  hostility  of  the  ruling  English  classes  to  tlie  American 
E-epublic,  in  its  struggle  with  the  slave-owner,  struck  us  at  first 
with  profound  surj^rise  and  no  less  profound  indignation  ;  but  re- 
flection upon  the  causes  of  that  hostility  have  enabled  us  to  view 
their  conduct  with  a  calm  and  philosophic  spirit,  even  while  we 
see  the  ocean  covered  with  the  wrecks  of  our  merchantmen  burnt 
by  English  pirates,  our  carrying  trade  transferred  to  British 
ships,  and  its  profits  accumulating  in  British  pockets. 

The  lesson  taught  us  by  these  things  has  been  a  costly  one, 
but  it  will  hencefortli  secure  us  from  similar  disappointment ;  and 
it  is  a  lesson  which  will  never  be  forgotten.  We  have  learned  the 
treatment  which  we  may  expect  if  we  allow  our  national  power  to 
be  crippled,  or  if  in  our  foreign  policy  we  exhibit  the  least  sign 
of  timidity  or  trepidation  :  and  Mr.  Seward's  diplomatic  volumes 
show  conclusively  the  sort  of  argument  that  is  the  most  certainly 
convincing  with  European  powers. 

THE  ENGLISH  GOVERNMENT  AND  LAIKd's  IRON  CLADS. 

All  the  international  law  and  diplonuitic  skill  of  Mr.  Adams 
availed  nothing  towards  convincing  the  Britisli  government  that 
they  wxre  bound  in  honour  to  protect  us  from  Laird's  iron-clads, 
and  that  our  clear  right  to  tlie  enforcement  of  a  fair  neutrality 
depended  on  the  law  of  nations,  and  could  not  be  in  the  least 
abridged  by  the  insufficient  provisions  of  their  own  statutes. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1863,  Earl  Russell  wrote  to  Mr. 
Adams  announcing  the  deliberate  decision  of  the  British  govern- 
ment upon  the  matter,  and  in  a  tone  that  intimated  that  the  cor- 
respondence was  concluded : 

''  Under  these  circumstances  and  having  regard  to  the  entire 
insufficiency  of  the  depositions  to  prove  any  infraction  of  the  law, 
her  majesty's  government  are  advised  that  they  cannot  interfere 
in  any  way  with  these  vessels." 

Mr.  Adams  replied  on  the  5th  September :  "  It  would  be  super- 
fluous in  me  to  point  out  to  your  lordship  that  this  is  war.''''  Tiiis 
"  superfluous"  suggestion  this  quiet  reminder,  effected  more  than 
folios  of  arguments,  and  illumined  Downing  street  with  a  flood 


of  light  upon  the  dubious  powers  of  the  British  government.  On 
the  third  day  after  it  was  written  Mr.  Adams  received  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Foreign  Office,  September  8th,  1863. 
"  Lord  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  lias 
the  honour  to  inform  him  that  instructions  have  been  issued  M'hich 
will  prevent  the  departure  of  the  two  iron-clad  vessels  from  Liv- 
erpool." 

The  voluminous  correspondence  of  the  State  Department, 
interesting  as  it  is,  contains  few  letters  so  interesting  and  so 
instructive  as  these  pithy  notes.  Ko  great  power  of  'Europe 
is  to  be  driven  from  a  course  of  action  which  it  regards  as 
beneficial  to  its  own  interests,  however  detrimental  it  may  be 
to  us,  by  the  most  eloquent  appeals  to  international  affection, 
or  the  most  convincing  references  to  Grotius  and  Yattel.  Re- 
gret as  we  may  that  Governmental  Cabinets  are  swayed  by 
other  than  the  holiest  considerations  of  Christian  duty  ;  and  the 
fact  remains  written  in  tlie  diplomacy  of  every  nation,  not  ex- 
cepting our  own,  that  the  conduct  of  one  power  to  another  is 
measured  less  by  theoretic  doctrines  of  duty  and  honour  than  by 
its  idea  as  to  the  point  of  endurance  to  which  it  will  be  per- 
fectly safe  to  go  ;  and  it  is  fair  to  them  and  ourselves,  that  upon 
this  point,  so  far  as  our  nation  is  concerned,  there  shbuld  be  hence- 
forth no  mistake.  We  are  the  judges  of  our  own  rights  and  our 
own  honour;  and  of  our  readiness  and  ability  to  defend  them 
there  should  never  be  a  question.  Had  England  been  sooner 
told  "this  is  war,"  the  "290"  would  never  have  escaped  from 
Liverpool.  England  would  have  been  spared  that  great  scandal 
on  her  honour:  the  aggravating  pile  of  clain^s  now  accumulating 
in  Downing  street,  for  the  outrages  committed  by  the  Alabama, 
and  all  the  exasperation  of  feeling  aroused  by  them  in  this  coun- 
try would  have  been  saved. 

Let  the  formula,  capable  as  it  is  of  simple  variation,  be  pre- 
served for  occasional  reminder  in  our  diplomatic  copy-book  ;  as 
happily  expressing  that  ultima  ratio  which  is  sometimes  essential 
to  the  completeness  of  the  diplomatic  arguments,  and  which, 
when  happily  blended  with  them,  tends  to  dissipate  all  lingering 


doubts  and  to  produce  a  prompt  and  profound  conviction.  In 
this  struggle  for  national  existence,  promptness  even  in  diplomacy 
becomes  to  us  a  military  necessity,  and  as  we  have  seen  in  the 
case  of  the  Alabama,  delays  are  dangerous.  General  Dix  has 
furnished  us  with  a  simple  rule  to  be  applied  at  home:  "If  any 
man  attempts  to  haul  down  the  national  flag,  shoot  him  on  the 
spot,"  and  so  to  every  intermeddling  of  a  foreign  government 
with  our  affairs,  even  though  it  be  done  at  tljc  instance  of 
Northern  renegades,  like  the  peace  Democrats  who  souglit  inter- 
vention from  Lord  Lyons,  appearing  as  the  tools  and  toadies  of 
a  foreign  aristocracy,  and  reminding  us  of  Benedict  Arnold  and 
his  secret  interviews  with  the  British  agent,  tlie  most  gentle  dip- 
lomatic argument,  against  the  outrage,  may  breathe  at  its  close 
the  spirit  that  animates  the  phrase,  "  It  would  ]>e  superfluous  to 
point  out  to  3^our  Lordship  that  this  is  war." 


THE  INCONSISTENCY  OF  ENGLISH   CRITICISM. 


In  regard  to  English  criticism  about  which  we  were  formerly 
a  little  sensitive,  we  have  learned  to  weigh  the  motives  of  the 
critic,  and  to  discriminate  between  the  fair  critiques  of  onr  foreign 
friends  and  the  unfair  comTnents  of  those  who,  from  the  preju- 
dices of  class  or  the  interests  of  party,  are  inevitably  our  foes. 

Not  simply  the  dispatches  of  the  foreign  ofiiee,  but  the  organs 
of  English  opinion,  which  are  openly  in  favor  of  the  Slave  Con 
federacy,  serve  as  useful  monitors  of  the  curious  inconsistency 
which  may  be  unconsciously  reached  by  those  wlio  devote  them- 
selves to  an  unrighteous  cause  with  small  regard  to  principle  or 
lionour. 

Tlie  unfriendly  comments  of  this  class  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  Admin- 
istration, are  now  daily  re-produced  by  our  pro-slavery  rebel 
organs  as  arguments  against  liis  re-election,  and  they  are  at  once 
interesting  and  suggestive. 

At  first  Mr.  Lincoln  was  denounced  for  apathy  and  sluggisli- 
ness  in  not  defending  promptly  the  national  supremacy  and 
in  allowing  the  Kepublic  to  drift  into  dissolution.  AVhen  at  last 
lie  struck  the  first  blow  in  return  for  the  many  that  liad  been 
struck  by  the  rebels,  lie  was  promptly  charged  with  "  undue 


haste  and  inexcusable  precipitation  "  in  plunging  into  "  a  sense- 
less and  bloody  strife."  Every  measure  of  Government,  the  act 
of  confiscation  for  instance,  which  promised  to  cripple  the  rebel- 
lion was  characterized  as  unnaturally  cruel  and  without  prece- 
dent, as  if  no  such  thing  as  confiscation  had  ever  been  known  in 
England ;  whereas,  as  the  Saturday  Review  remarked  in  an  arti- 
cle on  Irish  history. 

"After  a  (piarrel  every  one  confiscated — -Mary  confiscated, 
Elizabeth  confiscated,  the  Stuarts  confiscated,  James  II.  confis- 
cated, William  III.  confiscated." 

So  with  Slavery.  Although  England  has  led  tlie  world  in  the 
work  of  emancijiation,  and  her  truest  glory  is  associated  with  the 
names  of  Clarkson,  Will)erforce,  Fowell  Buxton,  and  that  noble 
Commoiler,  long  since  departed,  the  late  lamented  Henry  Brough- 
ham — although  emancipation  has  become  tlie  policy  of  the  age, 
not  simply  throughout  Cliristendom,  but  even  of  less  enlightened 
portions  of  the  globe  ;  although  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  eman- 
cipated his  serfs,  and  the  Emperor  of  Turkey  has  abolislied  the 
slave  market,  although  the  Bey  of  Tunis  has  freed  his  slaves  and 
the  Tributary  Komads  of  Asiatic  Tartary  have  given  liberty  to 
theirs,  the  idea  of  abolition  in  the  United  States,  as  a  military 
result  of  the  war  inaugurated  by  the  slave  power,  causes  grief 
and  alarm  to  the  London  Times,  which,  entering  into  our  Presi- 
dential campaign  as  earnestly  as  if  the  fate  of  England  hung 
upon  the  issue,  deprecates  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  among 
other  reasons  for  fear  that. he  would  sanction  what  it  is  pleased 
to  call  "  the  rash  and  cruel  policy  of  immediate  emancipation." 

And  thus  the  Times,  that  has  so  long  thundered  its  ana- 
themas at  the  American  people  for  not  abolishing  slavery  in 
the  Southern  States  where,  under  the  Constitution,  they  had  no 
power  to  touch  it,  is  found  hand  in  liand  witli  our  pro-slavery 
sympathizers  at  the  North,  the  mitred  bishops  and  robed  priests 
who  bless  it  from  the  pulpit,  down  to  the  "friends"  of  Governor 
Seymour,  who  in  their  zeal  for  the  Donjcstic  Institution,  burned 
an  asylum  for  colored  orphans,  hung  negroes  with  brutalities 
never  exceeded  l)y  a  Parisian  mob  in  the  utmost  fury  of  the 
Revolution  and  trampled  to  death, — women  aiding  in  the  murder, 
a  commissioned  officer  of  the  United  States. 
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Tlie  reason  why  the  Tinnes  denounces  as  cruel,  immediate 
emancipation,  the  safety  of  which  we  are  every  day  illustrating 
is  simply  that  tlie  abolition  of  slavery  would  add  to  the  glory 
the  prestige,  the  power  and  the  perjietuity  of  tlie  American  Re- 
public. And  to  effect  the  extinguishment  of  the  United  States, 
to  see  trailed  in  the  dust  the  stars  and  stripes ;  the  party  repre- 
sented by  the  Times  would  perpetuate  American  slavery — con- 
secrate it  as  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  Empire :  and  continue  the 
whip,  the  handcuff,  the  chain,  the  collar,  the  branding-iron,  and 
the  auction-block,  us  measuring  at  this  day  the  extent  of  the 
Christianity  and  the  civilization  which  it  represents  as  a  reputed 
organ  of  English  opinion  !  All  this  infamy  because  emancipation 
clearly  foi-shadowed  by  the  defeat  of  the  rebellion,  is  ess^iutial  to 
terminate  the  plot  for  humbling  the  pride  of  the  American  peo- 
ple— for  tearing  asunder  the  American  Republic,  for  destroying 
forever  American  unity  for  annihilating  forever  American 
strength,  and  enabling  British  opponents  of  an  extension  of  the 
franchise  to  point  to  the  scattei'cd  fragments  of  our  once  great 
RejJublic,  as  a  warning  to  all  who  should  hereafter  dare  to  advo- 
cate in  England  Representative  Reform,  or  to  name  the  name  of 
popular  sovereignt}'  ! 

THE  BEARING  OF  THE  ELECTION  UPON  EUROPE. 

I  have  dwelt  for  a  moment  upon  this  deep,  persistent  hostility 
of  a  leading  class  in  England  to  the  restoration  of  our  national 
supremacy,  for  the  reason  that  it  has  a  direct  and  momentous 
bearing  upon  the  2:)ending  Presidential  election. 

Accustomed  as  we  are,  every  four  years,  to  assemble  quietly 
at  the  polls  and  cast  our  vote  for  Presidental  electors,  it  requires 
a  little  reflection  to  enable  us  to  estimate  aright  the  grandeur  of 
the  struggle  on  which  we  are  about  to  enter ;  and,  perhaps,  its 
profound  and  world-wide  importance  is  appreciated  by  the  states- 
men of  Europe  more  readily  than  by  ourselves. 

Grand  as  was  the  struggle  of  the  American  Revolution  when, 
as  feeble  colonies,  after  prolonged  eftorts  for  the  redress  of  wrongs 
done  in  violation  of  our  Constitutional  rights  as  British  subjects, 
we  siir-cossfnlly  defied  for  seven  years  the  army  and  navy  of  Great 


11    ■ 

Britain,  it  is  excelled  in  magnitude  and  solemnity  hj  the  ques- 
tion— whether  the  nation  then  founded  by  our  fathers  shall  now 
succumb  in  its  might  to  a  rebellious  faction,  and  sacritice  its  ter- 
ritorial integrity,  its  national  supremacy,  its  popular  sovereignty, 
its  free  institutions  and  free  principles,  to  aid  the  establishment 
of  a  slave  empire,  and  to  enable  the  advocates  of  despotism  and 
aristocracy  throughout  the  globe  to  declare  that  the  experiment 
of  Republican  Government  in  America  has  been  a  blunder,  and 
that  its  repetition  elsewhere  would  be  a  crime. 

Happily  removed  from  immediate  contact  with  the  concerns  of 
Europe,  faithfully  adhering  to  the  farcM'ell  advice  of  Washington 
to  avoid  entangling  alliances  with  foreign  nations,  we  have  been 
industriously  engaged  in  developing  the  resources  of  our  Imperial 
Republic,  in  extending  our  canals  and  railroads  and  telegraphs, 
so  as  to  place  the  sea  board  and  the  interior  side  by  side ;  in- 
creasing our  commercial  tonnage  and  extending  our  manufactures, 
improving  our  agriculture,  opening  our  mines  of  gold  and  quick- 
silver, lead  and  iron,  and  our  wells  of  oil,  extending  our  settle- 
ments to  the  slopes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  with  schools  and 
churches  for  an  endless  train  of  emigrants  from  every  part  of 
Europe,  and  organizing,  year  by  year,  Republican  States  hun- 
dreds of  miles  in  extent  and  thousands  of  miles  distant  from  each 
other.  It  thus  happens  that  our  thoughts  have  not  been  very  mucli 
engrossed  with  the  petty  wars  and  disputes,  however  interesting 
to  themselves,  of  the  rival  Cabinets  of  Europe ;  nor  have  we 
become  so  enamored  of  the  workings  of  the  balance-of-i>ower 
principle  in  preserving  the  harmony  of  the  Continent  as  to  be 
anxious  to  dissolve  into  separate  nationalities,  that  we  may  secure 
peace  and  harmony  on  the  European  plan  ;  but  we  were  content 
that  Europe  should  go  her  way,  while  we  took  our  own. 

It  is  but  a  little  while  since  those  foreign  rulers  cared  as  little, 
or  even  less,  about  the  affairs  of  America. 

When  the  question  of  the  ratification  of  the  American  Consti- 
tution— that  Constitution  which  this  Rebellion  aims  to  over- 
throw— and  the  preservation  of  which  in  its  integrity,  as  the 
great  charter  of  our  Republic,  now  depends  upon  the  issue  of  this 
election  :  when  the  question  of  its  ratification  was  being  debated 
in  the  Virginia  Convention  in  1788,  Patrick  Henry  said,  in  re])ly 
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to  the  argument  of  an  opponent,  "  Give  me  leave  to  say  that 
Europe  is  too  much  engaged  about  subjects  of  greater  magnitude 
to  attend  to  us.  On  that  great  theatre  of  the  workl,  the  little 
American  matters  vanish." 

That  day  has  passed,  and  passed  forever.  Less  than  four 
score  years  are  gone  ;  and,  within  the  memory  of  living  men,  our 
transatlantic  Republic  has  risen  from  a  confederacy  of  feeble 
colonies  to  the  position  of  a  power  great  in  its  territorial  extent, 
great  in  its  material  resources,  great  in  the  industry  and  energy 
and  intelligence  of  its  people ;  but  greater,  far  greater,  in  the 
world-wide  influence  of  its  national  and  fundamental  principle — 
that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  with  an  inalienable 
right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 


^^   i  ODR  OPPONENTS  IN  TUE  CANVASS. 

In  this  Presidential  Canvass  our  opponents  are  many,  repre- 
senting opposite  interests,  but  all  earnest  and  active  for  our  defeat. 
The  so-called  Democratic  party  is  not,  at  this  time,  without 
distinguished  and  powerful  allies :  Jeif.  Davis  in  Richmond, 
Louis  Kapoleon  in  Paris,  Maximilian  in  Mexico,  the  Southern 
Aid  Association  in  London,  the  blockade-runners  at  Liverpool, 
the  British  merchants,  whose  incomes  have  been  swelled  by 
the  destruction  of  our  commerce,  the  leading  Democrats  of  l^ew 
York,  who  waited  upon  Lord  Lyons  to  invite  Britisli  intervention, 
and  advise  him  of  their  readiness  to  let  the  Confederates  go,  are 
all  warmly  in  favour  of  the  candidates  nominated  at  Chicago. 

Eloquent  appeals  are  made  to  the  Rebel  army  in  the  South, 
to  rouse  themselves  to  new  ardour,  that  they  may  ensure  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Democratic  ticket.  Its  candidates  are  clieered  along 
the  rebel  lines  of  Petersburgh,  in  response  to  the  shouts  of  our 
soldiers  for  Lincoln,  and  the  rebel  prisoners,  as  they  pass,  in  the 
streets  of  Washington,  the  banner  of  war  for  the  Union  greet  it 
with  groans,  and  salute  the  names  of  McClellan  and  Pendleton 
as  those  of  friends. 

"McClellan's  election  on  the  Chicago  platform,"  says  the 
Charlesto7i  Mercwry,  "  must  lead  to  peace  and  our  independence." 
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"  Our  success  in  battle,"  says  the  Charleeton  Courier,  "  insures 
the  success  of  McClellan;  our  faikire  leads  to  his  defeat." 

This  fact,  so  clear  and  simple,  is  perfectly  understood  by  the 
Democratic  leaders  in  New  York.  Their  daily  eftbrt  is,  to  de- 
preciate the  importance  of  our  victories  ;  to  magnify  the  slightest 
reverse  to  our  arms  into  significant  defeat ;  and  while  the  world 
is  marveling  at  our  success,  and  good  news  follows  fast  upon  the 
wires,  and  it  is  becoming  clear  that  we  are  nearing  the  beginning 
of  the  end,  they  are  mournful  even  to  sadness,  at  the  fear,  or 
shall  I  say  the  hope,  of  impending  disaster  to  our  armies.  They 
tremble  for  Grant  at  Petersburg!! ;  still  more  for  Sherman  at 
Atlanta  ;  but,  most  of  all,  for  Sheridan,  lest  he  shoidd  be  utterly 
"  gobbled  up"  by  Early  and  Longstreet. 

But  the  uneasiness  of  these  gentlemen,  while  their  prophesies  of 
evil  are  awaiting  fulfillment,  is  hardly  greater  than  their  anguish 
when  they  are  utterly  falsified,  and  our  victories  are  ascertained 
to  be  brilliant  and  decisive.  The  proposition  of  our  Connnon 
Council,  to  illuminate  the  city  in  honor  of  the  achievements  of 
our  gallant  soldiers,  was  met  by  the  Democratic  Mayor  of  l^ew 
York — Mr.  Gunther— with  a  prompt  and  indignant  negative. 
Kec02;nizino;  the  fact  that  the  success  of  our  nation's  flai?  tended 
to  defeat  his  part)-,  he  was  not  ready  to  exhibit  the  semblance  of 
a  joy  which  he  did  not  and  could  not  feel. 

SOUTHERN  PKOOFS  OF  OUR  PROGRESS  TOWARDS  RE-UNION. 

Every  new  victory  is  a  new  contradiction  of  the  tlicory  em- 
bodied in  the  Chicago  platform,  that  the  war  is  a  failure,  and 
every  mail  from  the  South  brings  us  fresh  proofs  that  the  military 
despotism  that  rules  at  Richmond  is  losing  the  confidence  of  the 
Southern  people,  and  even  of  their  army  itself.  Gen.  Grant  tells 
us  that  the  Rebels  are  losing,  by  desertion,  about  a  regiment  a 
day,  and  this  statement  which  seemed  almost  incredible,  is  con- 
firmed by  Jefi".  Davis'  confession,  that  two-thirds  of  his  army  are 
"absent  without  leave,"  while  the  Richmond  papers  explain  tlie 
defeat  of  Early,  when  Sheridan  sent  him  "  whirling  through  Win- 
chester," by  declaring  that  the  Yalley  was  running  with  apple 
brandy,  and  that  officers  and  men  were  drunk  together :  and  botlt 
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Richmond  and  Georgia  papers  frankly  acknowledge  that  their 
people  fear  their  own  lawless,  disorganized  and  thieving  armies 
far  more  than  they  do  the  well-ordered  and  disciplined  armies  of 
the  United  States.  Such  is  our  position  at  this  moment.  Our 
armies  have  been  largely  reinforced  with  most  excellent  material, 
and  the  rebel  army  is  being  depleted.  In  view  of  the  difficulty 
they  find  in  coping  with  our  armies  in  fair  light  on  the  battle- 
field, or  even  when  intrenched  in  fortifications  like  those  of  Yicks- 
burg  and  Atlanta,  they  are  resorting  to  cowardly  raids  upon  the 
unarmed  citizens  of  our  northern  border,  and  the  only  victory 
they  have  gained  of  late  was  that  w^on  by  the  thieving  gang  from 
Canada,  who,  with  a  gallantry  worthy  of  Semmes,  succeeded  in 
robbing  the  startled  villagers  of  St.  Albans. 

The  Rieliinond  Examiner^  of  October  17,  hardly  a  week  ago, 
disclosed  a  significant  fact,  illustrating  the  feelings  of  the  southern 
soldiers,  when  it  said,  "There  is  but  one  single  disagreeable  feature 
in  the  situation  of  the  armies  near  Richmond.  The  pickets  are 
not  fifty  yards  apart,  and  they  are  continually  talking;"  and  the 
editor  insists  that  it  must  be  stoj^ped  as  the  only  way  of  stopping 
desertion. 

All  these  facts  go  to  shew  that  the  people  of  the  South,  and 
even  their  soldiers,  are  beginning  to  understand  the  whole  matter; 
that  they  are  learning  to  regret  the  mad  step  of  secession  into 
which  they  were  precipitated  by  a  few  ambitious  party  leaders, 
representing  a  faction  of  their  oligarchy  of  350,000  slaveholders; 
that  they  have  become  disgusted  with  the  non-fulfillment  of  the 
bright  })roniises  then  made  to  them,  and  are  fretting  against  the 
stern  military  despotism  which  has  swept  their  homes  with  a  re- 
morseless conscription,  and  exposed  the  wives  and  widows  left 
behind  to  the  merciless  exactions  of  the  rebel  army. 

They  have  learned  from  such  admirable  documents  as  the 
letters  of  Sherman  that  what  we  "  want,  and  will  have,  is  a  just 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  is  no  wonder 
that  their  [)ickets  fraternize  with  ours,  and  that  the  country  people 
actually  fear  less  the  a2)proach  of  the  once-hated  Yankees  than 
that  of  their  own  boasted  "  chivalry."  Sherman's  tone  to  the 
Mayor  of  Atlanta  was  clear.  lie  spoke  the  sentiment  of  the 
country  when  he  said,  "  I  want  peace,  and  believe  it  can  only  be 


reached  througli  Union  and  war,  and  I  will  ever  conduct  war 
purely  with  a  view  to  early  and  perfect  success.  But,  my  dear 
sir,  when  that  peace  does  come,  you  may  call  on  me  for  anything. 
Then  will  I  share  with  you  the  last  cracker,  and  watch  with  you 
to  shield  your  homes  and  families  against  danger  from  every 
quarter." 

In  this  situation  of  affairs,  the  advice  of  Generals  Grant  and 
Meade,  and  Sherman  and  Dix,  and  Hancock  and  Sheridan, 
Sickles  and  Meagher,  and  I  believe  of  evciy  other  general  in  the 
field  or  out  of  the  field,  unless  it  be  General  McClellan  or  Gen- 
eral Buell,  is  to  push  the  war  sharply,  crush  the  military  power 
of  Davis,  and  release  from  his  control  the  southern  people  and 
the  southern  States  upon  which  he  has  placed  his  heel ;  for  as  we 
have  seen  in  his  tone  to  their  Governors  he  has  no  more  regard  for 
the  State  sovereignty  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  than  he  has 
for  the  negroes  whom  he  orders  to  the  trenches.  In  the  recent 
significant  letter  of  Mr.  Boyce,  of  South  Carolina,  to  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  the  fact  is  frankly  admitted  that  not  simply  the  abso- 
lute sovereignty  which  the  seceded  States  claim  to  have,  but  the 
constitutional  dignity  and  State  i-ights  wliich  they  possessed  in 
the  Union  are  absolutely  ti-ampled  out.  '*  Is  not  our  federal  gov- 
ernment," says  Mr.  Boyce,  "  in  the  exercise  of  every  possible 
power  of  a  National  centralized  despotism  ?  Suppose  there  were 
no  States,  only  provinces,  and  unlimited  jjower  was  conferred 
upon  3^ou  and  Congress,  what  greater  power  would  you  exercise 
than  you  can  now  ?  *  *  It  is  plain  that  our  government  exer- 
cises the  power  of  a  central  despotism  ?" 

The  moment  this  central  Kichmond  despotism  is  broken,  the 
work  of  restoration  will  have  begun,  and  the  people  enabled  to 
control  their  own  State  action  will  return  :  and  this  is  the  simple 
militar}'  problem  of  which  we  await  tlie  solution  by  General  Grant. 
"It  cannot  be  denied,"  is  the  language  of  the  Richmond  TFA/^^, 
(September  12th,  18CI,)  "that  if  they  (the  United  States)  can 
bring  together  a  force  large  enough  to  overwhelm  Lee's  army 
wherever  the  theatre  of  battle  nia}'^  be,  they  do  imperil  Richmond, 
and  with  it  the  Confederate  cause  itself."  Then  the  southern 
people,  freed  from  the  controul  of  the  treacherous  conspirators 
who  have  deceived  and  misled  them,  will  be  able  to  think  and 
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act  for  themselves.  And  the  facts  to  which  I  have  alhided,  show- 
ing a  return  of  better  feeling  toward  our  soldiers  individually 
and  our  army  in  a  body,  are  of  profound  interest  and  importance, 
as  indicating  the  easy  settlement  of  our  National  difficulties  when 
once  the  question  of  military  power  is  determined  in  our  favour. 
And  now  it  is  constitutionally  submitted  to  tlie  American 
people  to  declare  the  policy  whicli  shall  controul  the  National 
Government  during  the  next  four  years.  There  would  have  been 
other  grave  questions  to  be  considered  had  this  election  chanced 
to  occur  soon  after  the  rebellion  commenced,  when  our  army  and 
our  navy  were  to  be  created,  a  depleted  treasurj^  filled,  our  ruined 
credit  restored ;  bnt  all  these  we  now  have.  Onr  army  of  vete- 
rans, whose  battle-thinned  ranks  are  again  full,  led  l)y  generals 
whose  names  will  stand  by  those  of  Cesar,  Wellington,  and  Napo- 
leon ;  a  navy,  which,  wdth  all  that  has  been  said  in  disjiaragement 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Welles,  has  no  compeer  in  Europe,  wliose  naval 
fight  at  New  Oi-leans,  and  again  at  Mobile,  with  Farragut  lashed  in 
the  mast-head,  w^ill  be  coupled  in  history  with  that  of  Nelson ;  a 
treasury  replenished  at  Avill  from  the  exhaustlcss  coffers  of  the 
American  people,  and  a  credit  already  appreciated  on  German 
Bourse,  and  entitled  to  a  confidence  greater  than  belongs  to  the 
guarantee  of  any  throne  in  Europe ! 

OUTi    NATIONAL    STRENGTH    AND     GOV.     SEYMOUK^S    THREAT    OF    RE- 
PUDIATION. 

As  regards  our  national  resources,  the  suggestion  of  Governor 
Seymour,  of  the  possible  disgrace  of  national  repudiation,  echoed 
and  repeated  with  characteristic  arrogance  by  the  London  Times, 
has  led  to  a  more  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  statistics  of  our 
census,  and,  without  wishing  to  detain  you  long  upon  this  point, 
you  will  perhaps  allow  me  to  remind  you  of  the  leading  facts  of 
our  condition  as  compared  with  the  nations  of  the  world.  They 
not  only  illustrate  a  chief  reason  of  the  foreign  jealousy  that  has 
been  of  late  exhihited  towards  our  Republic,  but  they  throw  a 
flood  of  light  upon  the  great  question  of  our  present  policy  in 
the  treatment  of  this  rebellion. 

Our  territory,  which  embraced  at  the  peace  of  1783,  800,000 
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square  miles,  was  enlarged  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  the  ac- 
quisition of  Florida,  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  tlie  Oregon 
treaty,  and  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  to  2,900,000  square  miles, 
almost  four  times  its  originnl  area,  nearly  doul)le  the  area  of  all 
Europe,  excluding  Russia,  and  more  than  twenty  times  as  large  as 
Great  Britain.  Our  population  has  increased  from  about  four 
millions  in  1790  to  tliirty  millions  in  1S60,  the  annual  increase 
having  been  four  times  that  of  Russia,  six  times  tliat  of  England, 
nine  times  that  of  Austria,  and  ten  times  that  of  France,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  ratio  of  increase,  which  has  been  singularh^  uniform, 
our  population  in  1890  would  be  about  one  hundi'cd  and  seven 
millions. 

If  this  seems  fanciful  and  exaggerated,  remember  that  a  resort 
to  statistics  is  the  only  safe  mode  of  obtaining  a  correct  idea  of 
the  present  and  future  of  our  country,  and,  as  Lord  Stanley — who, 
by  the  way,  appreciates  aright  the  American  question — ^has  well 
remarked,  "When  in  discussing  the  social  question  we  apply  the 
statistical  test,  we  are  really  doing  no  more  than  ajjpealiiig  from 
imagination  to  facts,  from  an  imperfect  to  a  perfect  system  of 
observation." 

During  the  last  decade,  then,  from  1850  to  ISGO,  while  the 
population  of  Great  Britain  increased  less  than  one  per  cent.,  that 
of  the  United  States  increased  thirty-five  per  cent.  During  the 
same  ten  years,  while  the  estimated  increase  of  national  wealth 
in  Great  Britain  was  33  per  cent.,  the  increase  of  our  national 
wealth  was  126  per  cent.,  rising  from  seven  thousand  millions 
(7,135,780,000)  in  1850,  to  sixteen  thousand  millions  (10,159,01(5,- 
OOO)  in  1860,  at  the  rate  of  more"  than  nine  hundred  millions  a 
year. 

Ex pede  Hereiilem  !  From  this  little  item  of  the  census  you 
can  judge  of  the  stature  of  your  country.  A  volun^e  of  statis- 
tics could  hardly  show  more  clearly  the  length  and  breadth  anJ 
height  of  the  gigantic  nationality,  which  this  rebellion,  instigated 
by  the  ambition  of  a  handful  of  slaveholders,  is  attempting  to 
destroy. 

A  territory  twenty  times  as  large  as  Great-Britain,  a  popula- 
tion increasing  at  the  rate  of  35  per  cent,  to  her  1  per  cent.,  and  a 
national  wealth  increasing  four  times  as  rapidly,  despite  hei"  mon- 
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stcr  enpital  accumulated  through  centuries,  and  her  early  su- 
periority in  agriculture,  commerce,  arts  and  manufactures  ! 

I  drop  the  topic  of  comparison,  which  I  have  introduced, — ^not 
to  encourage  in  this  trial  hour  a  spirit  of  boastfulness,  for  which  it 
will  be  time  enough  when  we  have  put  our  armour  off,  but  simply 
to  enable  us  the  more  readily  to  a23preciate  our  actual  position 
now. 

Althougli  still  in  our  earliest  youth,  we  are  exhibiting  a  vigour 
without  precedent  in  the  history  of  nations  whose  annals  com- 
menced a  thousand  years  ago.;  and  it  is  worthy  of  careful  note 
that,  while  the  increase  of  our  numbers  has  been  steady  at  about 
34  per  cent,  for  e:vch  decade,  the  ratio  of  increase  of  our  national 
wealth  has  been  always  in  excess  of  the  increase  of  population, 
and  of  late  unexampled  in  its  advancement. 

From  1830  to  1840,  our  wealth  increased  42  per  cent,;  from 
J8-10  to  1850,  G4  per  cent,  and  from  1850  to  ISGO,  as  I  have  said, 
136  per  cent.  At  the  same  rate,  in  1870  it  would  be  250  per 
cent.;  and,  as  Mr.  Walker  has  shown,  in  tlio  year  1890 — twenty- 
six  years  from  to-day — our  national  wealth  would  be  nearly  four 
times  that  of  Great-Britain,  a  fact  that  should  tend  to  relieve  the 
anxiety  of  our  English  friends  in  regard  to  our  ability  to  pay  a 
debt  liardly  half  as  large  as  their  own. 

Our  national  wealth  in  1860,  if  we  look  simply  to  the  States 
in  our  possession,  was  estimated  at  nearly  12,000  millions,  about 
four  times  that  of  the  Rebels  ;  and,  at  the  annual  rate  of  increase 
of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.,  it  has  increased  in  the  four  j^ears 
since  1860  some  6,000  millions. 

The  loyal  States,  despite  the  boasts  of  Davis  and  liis  cabinet, 
tliat  they  would  water  their  horses  in  the  Hudson,  occupy  the 
palaces  of  New  York,  and  plant  their  confederate  counterfeit  of 
onr  flag  over  Fanenil  Ilall,  have  escaj^ed  tlie  desolation  and  de- 
struction of  Avar,  thanks  to  the  brave  army  of  the  Potomac,  under 
McClellan  at  Antietam,  and  under  Meade  at  Gettysburg.  The 
national  payments  are  cliiefly  to  our  own  people.  Emigration, 
that  inexhaustible  source  of  wealtli  and  power,  has  increased,  is 
increasing,  and  will  continue  to  increase,  despite  all  tlie  efforts  of 
Mayor  Gunther  to  j^revent  it.  The  new  States  and  Territories 
arc  rnpidly  filling  up.     Onr  resonrces  are  being  marvelously  de- 
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veloped  ;  and  the  American  who,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  ven- 
tures to  suggest  the  danger  of  repudiation,  even  though  the  sug- 
gestion be  simply  for  party  purposes,  shows  that  his  discretion, 
his  intelligence  and  his  honesty  are  all  upon  a  par. 

Even  in  England,  where,  perhaps,  the  wish  was  ofttimes  father 
to  the  thought,  and  the  monstrous  inventions  of  rebel  agents 
have  been  accepted  as  scriptural  truth,  the  London  Economist 
and  Saturday  Heview  have  recently  enlightened  their  bewildered 
readers,  and  shown  them  that  the  wealth  of  America  is  distributed 
among  an  immense  number  of  persons  of  small  income ;  and  the 
Economist.,  estimating  the  wage-income  of  the  United  States  as 
equal  to  the  property-income  of  Great  Britain,  demonstrated  our 
capacity  to  bear  easily  GOO  millions  dollars  annual  taxation. 

EFFECT  OF  THE  CHICAGO  PLATFORM  ON  THE   RIGHTS  OF  NEUTRALS. 

This  digression  from  the  question  of  the  Presidential  election  is 
not  altogether  a  digression,  for  our  present  foreign  relations  ren- 
der it  doubly  imperative  that  the  domestic  policy  we  now  adopt 
shall  be  such  as  will  warn  them  against  the  slightest  infringement 
upon  our  interests  or  our  honour.  And  in  two  points  especially  the 
declarations  of  the  Chicago  platform  have  a  bearing  upon  the  po- 
sition towards  us  of  foreign  nations  that  has  scarcely  attracted 
the  degree  of  attention  to  which  it  is  entitled.  The  resolutions 
declare  (and  you  know  with  what  anxious  deliberations  those  re- 
solutions must  have  been  prepared,  and  with  what  unanimity  and 
enthusiasm  they  were  adopted  as  expressing  the  decided  policy  of 
the  party) : 

"That  this  Convention  does  explicitly  declare,  as  the  sense  of 
the  American  people,  that,  after  four  years  of  failure  to  restore 
the  Union  by  the  experiment  of  war  ***  *,  justice,  humanity 
and  the  public  welfare  demand  that  immediate  efforts  be  made 
for  a  cessation  of  hostilities." 

Here  is  a  solemn  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  American  people,  if 
they  adopt  it  by  electing  the  candidate  selected  to  execute  this 
policy : 

First,  that  the  war  for  the  Union  was  an  experiment  and  a 
failure. 


Second,  that  it  was  unjust,  and  that  justice  demands  its  dis- 
continuance. 

Third,  that  hostilities  on  our  part  shall  immediately  cease. 

And  to  these  things  asserted  in  the  Resolutions  is  to  be  added 
the  all-significant  fact,  tliat  a  pledge  for  the  maintenance  of  tlie 
I^ational  unity,  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  draft  of  tlie  Resolu- 
tions, was  rejected. 

Add  to  these  another  fact,  that  the  "  leading  Democrats"  who 
waited  on  Lord  Lyons  intimated  that  British  intervention 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Democratic  party  when  they  should 
come  into  power,  and  tliat  they  were  preparing  to  acquiesce  in  Se- 
cession, and  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  why  the  Southern 
Rebels  and  their  foreign  friends  are  the  warm  advocates  of  Mc- 
Clellan.  It  is  a  little  curious  that  we  have  to  go  to  Parliamentary 
Blue-books  and  the  cori'espondence  of  a  British  Minister,  to  learn 
the  real  policy  and  intention  of  the  great  American  Democratic 
party;  and  tlie  fact  involuntarily  suggests  a  doubt  whether  it  is, 
in  truth,  either  American  or  Democratic  ;  but  it  is  not,  perhaps, 
very  much  more  strange  than  it  is  to  see  a  foreign  millionaire,  the 
agent  of  the  Rothschilds,  and  lately  a  representative  of  "  the 
most  despotic  family  in  Europe,"  the  Austrian  Hapsburgs,  presid- 
ing over  its  ISTational  Committee. 

Besides  the  information  furnished  us  by  Lord  Lyons,  we  have 
more  from  Mr,  W.  S.  Lindsay,  of  the  House  ol  Commons,  Avho, 
very  recently,  delivered  an  address  to  his  constituents,  in  which, 
after  quoting  a  resolution  passed  by  Rebel  sympatliizers  in  Ohio, 
he  said — 

"  A  member  of  the  Federal  Congress  writes  to  me  that  meetings  are  being  held 
through  the  West  and  adjoining  States  for  securing  peace  and  sep.iration,  and  he  asks 
me  to  make  known  these  meetings  in  tliis  country,  and  he  adds :  '  There  must  be  a 
Western  as  well  as  a  Southern  Confederacy,  for  the  party  who  advocates  this  course 
grows  sti'onger  and  stronger  every  day.'  I  am  glad  to  see  that  feeling  arising  in  the 
Southern  States,  and  the  feeling  is  increasmg  in  the  West.  A  very  distinguislied 
statesman,  a  member  of  the  Senate,  writing  to  a  Mend  of  mine — a  statesman  who 
occupies  a  very  high  position  in  Europe,  and  was  a  Minister  of  the  United  States 
Cabinet — writes:  'We  are  tumbling  to  pieces  fast,  and  unless  Europe  steps  in  and 
saves  what  is  left,  we  shall  go  headlong  to  destruction.'  " 

Pleasant  language  this  for  "  a  very  distinguished  statesman,  a 
member  of  the  Senate,"  to  address  to  a  member  of  the  British 
Parliament ;  and  it  would  be  worth  our  while  to  ask  how  it  is 
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that  men  born  and  bred  in  America,  and  Lononrcid  and  trusted  by 
ihi'ir  fellow-citizens,  could  have  sunk  so  very  low,  had  we  not 
learned  that  there  is  no  depth  of  infamy  to  which  the  Korthern 
advocate  uf  Slavery  and  Kebelliou  will  not  descend. 

But  looking  simply  at  the  platform,  and  without  these  outside 
guides  to  its  meaning,  I  think  it  clear — 

1st.  Tluit  its  adoption  invites  and  ensures  foreign  intervention 
in  our  domestic  affairs. 

2(1.  Tiiat  it  renders  probable  instant  recognition  of  the  South- 
ern Confederacy.     And 

3d.  That  it  will  operate  to  raise  the  blockade,  and  open  iii- 
stauter  the  Southern  ports.  Upon  this  last  point  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, that  whatever  agreement  may  be  made  between  two  bellig- 
erents agreeing  upon  an  armistice,  or  cessation  of  hostilities,  as  to 
the  statu  quo,  that  agreement  can  not  be  made  to  bind  neutrals. 

"•  The  duties  imposed  upon  them,"  says  Ilauteville,  "  by  the 
state  of  war  depend  essentially  upon  its  continuance.  The  mo- 
ment it  ceases,  from  whatever  cause,  even  tcmporarlltj,  peace  is 
completely  restored,  as  regards  them,  during  the  cessation  of 
liostiKties,  They  resume,  then,  all  the  rights  which  had  been 
modified  by  the  war,  and  can  exercise  them  in  their  full  extent 
during  the  whole  time  fixed  for  the  duration  of  the  truce,  if  this 
time  has  been  limited  by  the  agreement,  and  until  the  resumption 
of  hostilities  has  been  officially  announced  to  them  if  it  has  not 
been  limited."  , 

We  need  not  stop  to  picture  the  activity  with  which  French 
and  English  iron-clads,  war  steamers,  gunboats,  guns,  ammuni- 
tion, and  all  the  muniments  of  war  would  be  rushed  across  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Southern  ports,  opened  to  neutrals  by  a  cessation  of 
hostilities;  or  to  recognize  the  absurdity  of  supposing,  if  any- 
body could  be  so  absurd,  that  Mr.  Davis,  when  thus  materially 
strengthened,  and,  perhajos  officially  recognized  by  the  Great 
Powers  of  Europe,  would  bend,  in  all  humility,  before  the  Flag 
of  the  Republic,  or  unite  in  a  convention  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion by  the  popular  majority,  which  he  has  repudiated,  instead  of 
defiantly  demanding  Southern  independence,  and  looking  forward 
to  the  day  when  he  might  safely  execute  his  olden  resolution,  to 
plant  bis  flag  in  Washington  and  Boston, 
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Does  anybody  suppose  that  our  European  foes  would  not  jump 
at  sucli  a  chance  as  a  cessation  of  hostilities  would  afford,  to  give  to 
ourKepublic  tlie  coui:>  de  grace  ^  or  that  Lord  Clanricarde  and  his 
friends  would  not  invoke  heaven  and  eartli  to  put  a  stop  to  what 
England,  so  iiniocent  of  blood,  calls,  with  liorror,  "  this  dreadful 
carnage  ?  " 

Would  not  the  election  of  McClellan,  under  these  circum- 
stances be,  as  General  Wool  lias  bluntly  declared,  the  surrender 
of  the  United  States  to  Jeft".  Davis  and  his  government  ?  Is  it 
possible  to  imagine  a  more  glaring  case  of  Xational  suicide  than 
would  be  the  cessation  of  hostilities  on  our  part  towards  this  Re- 
bellion, at  the  very  moment  when  our  grasp  is  tightening  upon 
its  throat  1  On  what  reasonable  or  even  plausible  plea  can  this 
policy  be  defended  ?'  v  ■ 

For  an  answer  to  this  cpiestion  1  have  occasionally  looked  at 
TheWorld  and  the  Wews,  both  advocating  McClellan's  election, 
and,  so  far  as  I  can  understand,  for  precisely  opposite  reasons  ; 
The  World  on  the  ground  that  he  is  in  favor  of  war,  and  the 
News  because  he  is  solemnly  pledged  to  i)eace.  !Not  having  con- 
sulted The  World  to  learn  how  to  cast  my  own  vote,  I  w'as  not 
liisturbed  l)y  the  antagonistic  arguments,  but  it  is  easy  to  imagine 
the  incertitude  and  perplexity  with  which  some  Democrats  must 
rise  from  the  perusal  of  these  daily  sheets,  morning  after  morn- 
ing, resolved  to  hold  to  the  uttermost  the  Democratic  faith,  as 
taught  by  the  Democratic  organs,  and  yet  embarrassed  and  con- 
fused beyond  expression  by  the  irreconcilable  articles  presented 
for  their  acceptance. 

On  one  point  these  differing  sheets  are  unanimously  agreed,  and 
this  is  their  entire  readiness  to  secure  and  divide  the  spoils  of  the 
National  Government,  and  provided  they  attain  that  desired  end, 
they  are  not  disposed  to  be  unreasonably  scrupulous  as  to  the  po- 
litical principles  on  which  its  attainment  shall  be  effected.  Mr. 
Amos  Kendall  is  said  to  have  remarked  to  an  anxious  inquirer 
al)Out  the  party  policy :  "  Let  us  elect  McClellan,  and  we  will 
settle  all  that  afterwards."  However  convenient  and  admirable 
for  their  pui-poses  may  be  this  willingness  to  become  all  things  to 
all  men,  it  is  at  least  natural  that  the  American  people,  in  view  of 
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the  sacrifices  tliey  hare  made,  and  of  the  issue  which  is  at  stake, 
slionld  demand  sometliing  more  explicit  in  regard  to  the  policy 
that  is  to  govern  the  country  for  its  preservation  or  its  destruction, 
than  tlie  presentation  of  a  disunion  })latform  and  a  Union  letter, 
with  the  request,  "  dei)osit  your  ballot  and  take  your  choice  !" 

The  trutli,  I  believe,  is  that  the  New  York  managers  of  the 
party — Messrs.  Belmont,  Richmond  and  tlieir  friends — went  to 
Chicago  expecting  to  controul  the  Convention,  and  found  to  tlieir 
disgust  that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  AVestern  peace  delegates, 
and  of  an  outside  mob  headed  l)y  rebel  symjxathizers,  members  of 
secret  societies  M'ho  assumed  the  controul  of  the  body  and  dictated 
the  "surrender'"  resolution  ;  and  that  tiieir  last  hope  of  saving  the 
party  from  utter  defeat  and  eternal  infamy  was,  if  possible,  to 
divert  attention  from  the  peace  platform  by  reiterating  the  cry 
oi  Union  in  the  letter  of  acceptance. 

MR.  WINTHROP's    ARGUMENT  IGNORING    THE    PLATFORM. 

On  Thursday  last  I  found  in  the  World  an  elaborate  and  in- 
genious speech  by  an  accomplished  statesman  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  and  it  contains  much  with 
which  all  loyal  men  will  agree;  but  Mr.  Winthrop  conveniently 
shirks  entirely,  the  great  issue  of  peace  or  war  presented  in  the 
Chicago  and  Baltimore  platforms,  the  issue  upon  which  the  Pres- 
idential contest  is  to  be  and  ought  to  be  decided.  Indeed,  in  his 
previous  effoit  at  New  York,  where  he  was  associated,  I  think, 
for  the  first  time  with  Mr.  Isaiah  Rynders  and  the  "friends"  of 
Gov.  Seymour,  IVEr.  Winthrop  treated  Gen.  McClellan  as  if  he  had 
been  an  independent  candidate,  a,t  liberty  to  make  his  own  plat- 
form, and  choose  in  all  things  his  own  polic}' :  instead  of  being  one  of 
two  candidates  designated  together  to  execute  a  certain  line  of  pol- 
icy, most  deliberately  marked  out  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
great  representative  Convention  by  whom  they  were  nominated. 
Mr.  Winthrop  referred  to  the  Convention  and  the  Platform  in  a 
tone  of  sarcasm  which  was  doubtless  perfectly  sincere,  declaring 
that  he  did  not  hold  McClellan  "responsible  for  any  equivocal  or 
unequivocal  words  of  Chicago  Conventions  which  malicious  par- 
tizans  may  attempt  to  assert  to  his  injury,"  and  thnt  his  support- 
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ers  for  the  Prcsidencj  are  "  not  to  be  scared  from  their  position 
by  any  paper  pellets  of  the  brain,  wise  or  otherwise,  whicli  ever 
came  from  the  midnight  sessions  of  a  resolution  committee  in  the 
hnrly  burly  of  a  political  convention." 

It  is  ]~)erhaps  natural  tliat  Mr.  Winthrop,  witli  his  social  and 
political  associations  as  a  New  England  Wliig,  slioiihl  regard  with 
the  deep  contempt  he  so  unmistakably  expresses  the  Democratic 
body  that  met  at  Chicago,  and  tlie  platform  that  they  so  carefully 
constructed  ;  but  as  a  somewliat  recent  member  of  tlie  party  his 
interpretations  are  perhaps  hardly  entitled  to  the  same  weight  as 
those,  for  instance,  of  his  elder  In-other  in  the  Democratic  faith,  the 
Hon.  Fernando  Wood,  and  that  gentleman  gives  us  jdainly  to  un- 
derstand that,  whatever  may  be  Gen,  McClellan's  private  views, 
Mr.  Geo.  1).  McClellan,  the  nominee  for  the  Presidency,  acknowl- 
edges himself  the  creature  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  and  will 
faithfully  execute  the  policy  he  was  chosen  to  fulfill.  That  is 
the  understanding  of  Gov.  Seymour,  who  said,  at  Milwaukie,  "  I 
think  our  candidate  an  able  man,  but  no  matter,  for  we  fight 
this  battle  on  the  general  issue  f  and  Gen.  McClellan  in  his  letter 
recognizes  the  fact  that  he  can  not  accept  the  nomination  without 
distinctly  accepting  the  platform  ;  for,  after  expressing  his  views, 
he  says,  "Believing  that  the  views  I  have  expressed  are  the  views 
of  the  Convention,  I  accept  the  nomination." 

A  moment's  reflection  may  satisfy  Mr,  Winthrop  that  the  bare 
insinuation  tliat  Mr.  McClellan,  if  elected,  is  capable  of  repudiat- 
ing the  peace  ])olicy  on  the  strength  of  which  he  had  received 
the  votes  of  the  Peace  Democrats  who  nominated  him  at  Chicago, 
is  more  injurious  to  his  reputation  and  more  insulting  to  his 
honour  both  as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman,  than  any  charge  that 
has  yet  been  preferred  by  the  most  bitter  of  his  opponents. 

The  rule  on  this  point  with  the  Democratic  party  is  absolutely 
imperative,  Mr.  Buchanan,  after  his  nomination  on  the  Cincin- 
nati platform,  said  ;  "  Imust  square  my  conduct  to  that  platform, 
and  insert  no  neio 2)l(mk^  nor  talce  one  from  it.''' 

Thus,  whatever  Mr.  McClellan's  private  views,  he  is  as  much 
bound  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  platform  as  Mr.  Pendleton 
would  be,  who  has  said  : 

"  If  you  find  conciliation  impossible,  if  your  differences  are  so 
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great  that  you  can  not  or  will  not  settle  them,  then,  gentlemen,  let 
the  seceding  States  depart  in  ]>eace,  let  them  estahlish  theii-  gov- 
ernment and  empire,  and  woi-k  out  their  destiny  accortling  to  the 
wisdom  wliich  God  has  given  them." 

Now,  as  Mr.  "Winthroji,  if  lie  votes  for  General  McCk'llan  must 
vote  also  for  Mr.  Pendleton, — for  they  are  inseparable  on  the  elec- 
toral ticket :  I  do  not  quite  see  the  consistency  between  the  senti- 
ments he  expresses  in  favour  of  another  draft,  if  a  draft  be  neces- 
sary, and  of  paying  taxes  and  raising  loans  to  maintain  the 
supremacy  of  the  Government,  and  the  vote  he  ]>i-o]>otJes  to  give 
for  a  President  and  Yice  President  pledged  to  an  iimiKdiate  ces- 
sation of  hostilities.  Indeed,  the  policy  of  the  Deuioci-atic  party 
has  not  been  strikingly  consistent.  For  two  years  tiieir  j)ersistent 
demand  was  for  a  more  vigourous  ])rosecution  of  the  wai- ;  and  now 
that  they  have  got  it,  they  demand  that  it  shall  not  be  prosecnted 
at  all. 

Mr.  Winthrop,  discarding  tlie  ]>latform,  and  treating  this  grand 
issue  very  much  as  if  it  M'erc  a  question  of  personal  preference, 
charges  Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  friends  first  with  virtually  causing 
the  war,  and  next  with  being  incompetent  to  conclude  it. 

He  declares  "  if  the  in-coming  President  and  his  fiiends  in 
Congress  had  given  countenance  and  encouragement  to  the  move- 
ment of  the  Peace  Convention,  and  to  the  measures  it  proposed, 
the  secession  would  have  ended  with  South  Carolina  and  the 
Gulf  States,  and  we  should  have  had  Union  and  peace  before  six 
months  had  expired.  The  rebellion  would  have  been  nipped  in 
the  bud  ;  it  would  have  been  crushed  in  the  egg,  &c." 

While  this  may  be  the  opinion  of  Mr,  Winthrop  and  his 
friends,  it  is  expressly  contradicted  by  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Everett,  and  by  the  deliberate  convictions  of  the  late  Senator 
Douglas,  who,  while  he  had  certainly  no  particular  aifection  for 
Mr.  Lincoln,  nor  any  devotion  to  Republican  principles,  declared 
emphatically  that  if  the  rebels  had  been  allowed  to  write  tliQir 
own  terms  on  a  sheet  of  blank  paper  they  would  not  have  ac- 
cepted it,  and  Douglas  called  on  all  Democrats  to  sustain  the 
country  and  the  Lincoln  Administration  in  preference  to  party. 

The  fact  is,  and  it  is  a  fact  not  now  to  be  forgotten  or  ignored, 
that  snch  was  the  anxiety  of  the  North  at  that  time  to  settle  this 
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tiling-  ijy  compromise,  and  to  avoid  war  with  its  horrors,  by  every 
concession  tliat  could  honourably  be  made,  that  the  effort  was 
prosecuted  to  such  an  extent,  and  continued  under  such  indigni- 
ties, that  the  olive  branch  we  extended  so  perseveringly  was  re- 
garded by  the  rebels  as  a  sign  of  cowardice,  and  they  hissed  their 
contempt  at  us  in  the  very  Senate  Chamber. 

"Mr.  President,"  said  Senator  Wigfall  of  Texas,  "Mr.  Presi- 
(]ent,  we  have  insulted  your  flag,  we  fired  on  tlie  'Queen  of  the 
West,'  and  you  did  not  resent  it." 

And  so  it  would  be  now,  were  the  American  people  to  indorse 
tiie  Chicago  platform,  which  McClellan  and  Pendleton  were  nom- 
inated to  execute.  Were  Grant  to  lower  his  colours  to  Lee,  and 
tell  him  that  the  United  States  had  concluded  that  the  war  was  a 
failure  and  must  be  stopped  ;  were  Sherman  to  request  Hood  to 
stay  his  flight  and  return  to  Atlanta,  which  was  awaiting  his  ac- 
ceptance ;  were  Sheridan  to  dispatch  his  swiftest  courier  after 
Longstreet,  to  overtake  his  fleeing  and  scattered  columns,  and 
tender  him  a  flag  of  truce  and  an  offer  of  armistice; — from  every 
part  of  the  Confederacy  would  come  a  cry  of  scornful  triumph 
that  would  disturb  the  slumbers  of  our  dead  heroes  wlio  have 
died  for  their  country  ;  for  it  would  declare  that  they  had  died  in 
vain  ! 

On  the  testimony  of  a  refugee  frdm  Atlanta,  Mr.  Winthrop 
tells  us  that  "  If  Mr.  Lincoln  is  elected,  the  people  of  the  South 
will  fight  for  thirty  years."  Tliis  comes,  of  course,  from  "  a  per- 
fectly reliable  gentleman,"  but  does  it  look  like  fighting  thirty 
yeai's,  when  two-thirds  of  the  army  have  deserted,  and  the  Southern 
peo])le  prefer  our  troops  to  their  own  ? 

Tlie  testimony  of  an  unnamed  refugee  can  hardly  be  expected 
to  outweigh  the  assurances  of  Grant,  the  admissions  of  Davis,  and 
the  reiterated  statements  of  the  Richmond  press. 

TRK  DEATH  OF  SLAVERY  THE  ACT  OE  THE  KEBELS. 

Slavery  is  dying,  and  will  die  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  the 
mad  act  of  the  slaveholders  ;  and  its  deatli  will  be  an  untold 
l)lessing,  not  only  to  the  slaves,  but  to  tlie  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  non-slaveholding  whites,  whom   the  base   aristocracy  of 


27 

slavery  ground  to  the  very  dust.  Its  death  may  well  be  mourned 
by  the  aristocratic  Southern  clique  that  would  make  their  own 
power  perpetual,  for  they  know  that  witli  the  extinction  of  slavery, 
schools  and  churches,  manufactories  and  all  the  institutions  of 
freedom  and  sources  of  prosperity  will  ajDpear  among  them,  and 
endow  the  labouring  class  with  prosperity  and  independence. 
Mr.  Everett  has  well  expressed  the  opinion  which  will  probably 
receive  judicial  sanction  that  "  by  the  simple  act  of  levying  war 
against  the  United  States  tlie  relation  of  slavery  was  terminated 
certainly  so  far  as  concerns  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  recog- 
nize it  or  to  refrain  from  interfering  with  it." 

If  this  be  so,  then  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation  may 
have  been  unnecessary. 

But  tliere  arc  few  national  rights  more  clearly  settled  than  the 
right  of  a  nation  at  war — and  the  Supreme  Court  has  decided  that 
we  are  at  war,  and  that  the  people  within  the  limits  of  the  rebell- 
ion are  public  enemies — to  emancipate  slaves  as  a  military  ne- 
cessity for  the  ])rosecution  of  the  war,  or  as  a  guarantee  of  peace. 

There  is  one  other  view  of  the  subjeet.  It  is  clear  that  as 
subjects  of  the  United  States  the  Government  was  entitled  to 
their  allegiance,  through  the  masters  to  whom  they  were  held  to 
service,  and  that  when  those  masters  became  armed  traitors,  the 
right  of  the  Government  to  the  allegiance  of  the  slaves  remained 
unimpaired ;  that  it  had  a  perfect  right  in  the  exercise  of  its 
sovereignty  to  direct  the  slaves  to  render  their  allegiance  directly 
to  the  Government,  and  in  doing  so  to  pledge  protection  to  their 
wives  and  children.  It  may  be  that  the  slaves  might  with  justice 
have  answered  the  national  Government,  "you  have  given  us  no 
protection,  and  we,  therefore,  owe  you  no  allegiance;"  but  as  they 
cheerfully  responded  to  the  call,  no  stranger,  and  least  of  all,  no 
rebel  master,  can  raise  such  an  objection. 

Their  heroism,  again  and  again,  has  saved  the  honour  of  our 
flag,  and  the  lives  of  our  friends  and  kinsmen,  and  if,  as  we 
thankfully  and  confidently  believe,  the  day  is  near  when  their 
long  servitude  is  to  be  ended,  the  American  people  will  not 
soon  forget  the  loyal  aid  they  lent  us,  and  the  blood  they  so 
freely  spilt,  when  their  rcvilers  were  betraying  the  cause  of  tlie 
Kepublic,  by  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  its  foes. 
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But  although  it  mav  favour  the  purpose  of  those  who  sympa- 
thize with  the  Rebellion,  and  of  the  Democrats  who  are  hungry 
for  office,  to  repi-escnt  the  Republicans  as  the  authors  of  the  im- 
pending emancipation,  the  credit  actually  belongs  to  Mr.  Davis 
and  his  confederates  in  the  South,  and  their  abettors  in  the  Free 
States.  Mr.  Boyce  told  tlie  South  Carolinians  in  1S50  :  "  If  se- 
cession sliould  take  place,  of  which  I  have  no  idea,  for  I  cannot 
believ.'  in  sucli  stupendous  madness,  I  shall  consider  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  as  doomed,  and  that  tlie  great  God,  in  our  blind- 
ness, has  made  us  the  instrument  of  its  destruction.""  They  knew 
well  the  stake  fur  which  they  were  playing,  and  that  if  they 
failed,  slavery  was  doomed.  Mr.  Ilerschel  V.  Johnston  says,  in 
a  recent  letter:  "Tlie  President  of  the  Confederate  States  never 
uttered  anything  moi'e  true  than  when  he  said  to  the  unofficial 
messenger  of  President  Lincoln,  that  we  are  not  fighting  for 
slavery,  but  Ibr  the  riglit  of  self-government.''''  That  is  the  term 
by  whicli  the  rebels  designate  the  Richmond  despotism,  precisely 
as  by  tlicir  "  chivalric  devotion  to  freedom,"  of  which  we  have 
lieard  for  thirty  years,  they  have  uniformly  meant  their  deter- 
minatiou  to  cling  to  the  despotic  power  of  slavery.  It  seems 
probable,  fioni  late  accounts,  that  Mr.  Davis  is  himself  about  to 
arm  all  the  able-bodied  negroes  in  the  Confederacy,  giving  them 
tlieir  freedom  ;  and  tlie  l^orthern  gentlemen,  who  are  so  unhappy 
at  the  work  of  emancipation,  originally  inaugurated  by  secession, 
and  presently  to  receive  its  completing  touch  from  the  hand  of 
the  arch-leader  of  the  Rebellion,  may  more  properly  address  their 
complaints  to  Richmond  than  to  Washington,  They  may  remem- 
ber, too,  that  if  at  any  time  the  war  has  threatened  to  be  a  fail- 
ure, it  was  when  Mr.  Lincoln,  lending  an  ear  to  the  insidious 
counsels  from  border  States,  and  rebel  sympathizers,  permitted  a 
thought  for  the  interests  of  slavery  to  interfere  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union.  Whatever  of  delay — jvhatever  of  difficulty  or 
of  danger,  of  waste  of  treasure  or  of  life,  resulting  from  the  pro- 
longation of  this  war,  is  connected  with  the  slavery  question — lies 
at  the  door  of  those  who,  either  blindly  or  purposely,  sacrificed 
our  National  honour  and  the  success  of  our  arms  when  they  insist- 
ed on  the  National  Army  becoming  slave  catchers  and  guardians 
for  the    Southern  rebels,    and   thus    induced    the    Government 
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aud  its  officers  to  give  aid   and   comfort   to  tlie  enemies  of  the 
Republic. 

MB.     DISTRICT    ATTOKNET     HALl's    SPEECH,     AND    THE      TREATMENT    OF 
UNION     PRISONERS. 

Having  referred  at  some  lengtli  to  Mr.  Wiiithrop's  effort, 
wliicli  is  characterized  by  the  Woi'ld  as  "the  most  bi'illiant  and 
effective  speech  of  the  campaign,"  let  me  refer  simply  to  the  title 
of  another  speech  which  I  find  in  the  World  of  Friday,  and 
which,  jndging  from  its  headings,  I  presume  was,  perhaps,  intended 
to  influence  a  class  of  Democrats  a  shade  lower  than  Mr.  Wiu- 
throp's  hearers.     Here  is  the  title  : 

"A.  LINCOLN  ARRAIGNED. 


Speech  of  Hon.  A.  Oakey  Hall  at  New  Haven,  Ct.,  Last  Eveninc 


Counts  in  the  Presentment. 


High  Political  Crimes  and  Low  Partisan  Misdemeanors  the  Sum  Total. 


List  of  the  Charges  Preferred, 


Treason,  Homicide,  Arson,  Kidnapping,  Robbery,  Perjury,  Blaspbemj-,  Profanity, 
Obscenity,  Briber}*,  Embezzlement,  Forgery,  Mayhem  and  Thimble  Rigging. 


The  People  to  Decide  the  Case  Nov.  8. 


<fec.,  <fec.,  tfec." 

If  Mr.  District  Attorney  Oakey  Hall  will  glance  at  a  report 
just  published,  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  treatment  of  our  prisoners  by  the 
rebels — a  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  Mott,  Dr.  Delafield,  Mi-. 
Martin  Wilkins,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  same  high  character — 
he  will  find  a  record  of  crimes  committed  by  the  rebel  rulers  oi 
the  South  against  our  gallant  soldiers,  whom  the  fortunes  of  war 
have  placed  in  their  power,  with  which  he  can  harrow  tlie  feel- 
ings of  any  audience  he  may  address  without  taxing  his  fertile 
imagination.  He  can  frame  an  indictment  for  the  systematic 
robbery,  insult,  starvation  and  murder  to  which  they  are  exposed 
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in  every  rebel  prison  of  tlie  South,  where  strong  men  are  reduced, 
day  by  day,  to  the  condition  of  skeletons — ragged,  filthy,  hide- 
ously diseased,  devoured  by  vermin^  frost-bitten,  and  almost 
naked.  Their  scanty  bread  contained  whole  grains  of  corn,  frag- 
ments of  cob,  and  pieces  of  liusk ;  the  meat  tainted,  the  beans 
I'otten,  the  soup  briny  with  worms  floating  at  the  top,  the  total 
ration  insuflficient  to  support  life  ;  and  the  food  sent  to  these  pris- 
oners by  their  friends  in  the  North  stolen  from  its  rightful  owners 
when  they  were  both  freezing  and  starving !  "  The  cold  froze  them," 
says  the  report,  "  because  they  were  hungry,  and  the  hunger  con- 
sumed them  because  they  were  cold."  Their  keepers  deliberately 
inflicted  upon  them  the  gnawing  pains  uf  hunger,  and  many  are 
tlius  reduced  by  cruelty  and  starvation  to  all  the  stages  of  idiocy 
and  imbecility. 

The  conclusion  sadly  reached  by  the  Committee,  after  the 
most  careful  deliberation,  is  that  it  was  "all  a  determined  plan, 
originating  somewhere  in  the  rebel  councils,  for  outraging  and 
disabling  the  soldiers  of  the  enemy  who  had  honourably  surren- 
dered in  the  field." 

CONCLUSION. 

Is  it  with  this  rebel  government,  guilty  of  such  crimes,  where 
the  prolonged  agony  is  more  dreadful  than  the  brutal  massacre  of 
Fort  Pillow,  that  the  American  people  sliould  consent  to  an 
armistice  or  commence  a  negotiation  ? 

Is  it  to  a  party  that  proposes  such  an  armistice  and  negotia- 
tion that  the  American  people  should  surrender  this  government, 
esj)ecially  when  they  remember  that  it  is  the  same  party  that 
was  in  ])ower  when  this  rebellion  first  raised  its  head  in  the  conn 
eil  of  l>uciianan,  and  used  the  power  itself  of  the  Executive  to 
rripplo,  divide  and  betray  the  nation? 

From  that  wretched  depth  of  almost  helpless  humiliation 
we  have  risen,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  with  tho 
help  of  God  and  our  own  right  arm,  to  the  point  of  dignity  and 
strength  where  we  now  stand.  Whether  we  shall  maintain  our 
position  and  crush  this  rebel  despotism,  and  emancipate  the  citi- 
zens and  States  of  the  South  from  its  relentless  grasp,  and  become 
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once  more  an  united  people,  to  whose  shores  the  oppressed  of  all 
nations  shall  come,  and  to  whose  bright  example  the  oppressed 
nationalities  of  the  world  shall  look,  or  whether,  on  the  contrary, 
we  shall  surrender  our  birthright,  surrender  our  national  suprem- 
acy, our  national  integrity,  and,  more  than  all,  our  national  honour, 
— this  is  the  grand  issue  which,  in  the  exercise  of  your  sov- 
ereignty as  Americans  citizens,  you  are  now  called  upon  to 
decide. 

"  Since  the  days  of  ancient  Rome,""  as  the  London  Times  re- 
marks, "no  question  so  important  has  been  submitted  to  popular 
decision." 

To  you  is  committed  by  God,  in  this  election,  not  simply  the 
destinies  of  this  Republic,  but  in  large  measure  the  future  of 
Christendom. 

The  friends  of  civil  freedom  in  other  lands  appeal  to  us  on 
their  own  behalf  as  well  as  on  our  own,  for  they  know  that  the 
principles  of  popular  sovereignty  and  equal  freedom  are  at  stake, 
and  that  if  these  can  be  trampled  out  in  the  land  of  Washington, 
by  armed  rebellion  organized  by  the  treachery  of  slaveholding 
aristocrats,  and  abetted  by  a  supple  and  deluded  democracy, 
blindly  led  by  foreign  agents  and  native  demngogues,  and  made 
to  do  the  bidding  of  the  hereditary  foes  of  our  Republic — they 
know  that  "  the  sovereignty  of  the  people"  will  thenceforth  be 
a  jest  at  every  court  in  Europe. 

"The  future  of  the  American  continent,"  wrote  Prof.  Gold- 
win  Smith,  "  hangs  on  the  issue  of  this  war,  and  as  victory  may 
incline  to  loyalty  or  rebellion,  it  will  have  the  heritage  of  free- 
dom and  of  social  justice,  or  of  a  tyranny  darker  and  fouler  than 
the  darkest  and  foulest  tyrannies  of  the  old  world.  This  contest 
touches  the  dearest  interests  and  move  the  inmost  hearts  of  men 
not  on  your  continent  alone.  Everywhere  it  is  felt  to  be,  as 
in  truth  it  is,  a  contest  between  the  great  parties  that  divide 
mankind — the  party  of  justice  and  of  the  future,  and  the  party 
of  23rivilege  and  of  the  past.  You  have  friends  of  the  rebel 
slave-owners  among  you  in  the  Xorth,  and  so  have  we ;  and 
the  same  are  the  enemies  not  only  of  the  American  Republic, 
but  of  the  hopes  of  man." 

And  now  I  will  close  my  too  long  address  with  a  passage  from 
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one  of  John  Briglit's  magnificent  speeches,  for  it  seems  a  fitting 
response  both  to  the  charge  from  Chicago  that  the  war  is  a  fail- 
ure, and  to  Mr.  Hall's  assault  upon  Mr.  Lincoln.  Mi-.  Bright,  I 
may  remark,  is  the  champion  and  representative  of  the  forty- 
nine-fiftieths  of  the  working  classes  of  Great  Britain, — such  is 
the  startling  disproportion  as  announced  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  in 
his  recent  speech  on  extending  the  suffrage, — who  are  abso- 
lutely disfranchised  by  her  present  laws,  and  who  anxiously 
await  your  verdict  in  this  election,  whether  the  American  Re- 
public shall  stand  in  its  glory  or  ignominiously  fall. 

"Look,"  said  Mr.  Bright,  "at  the  power  w^hich  the  United 
States  have  developed!  They  have  brought  more  men  into  the 
field,  they  have  built  more  ships  for  their  navy,  they  liave  shown 
greater  resources  than  an}^  nation  in  Europe  at  this  moment  is 
capable  of.  ^  *  Look  at  their  industry.  Notwithstanding  this 
terrific  struggle,  their  agriculture,  their  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce, proceed  with  an  uninterrupted  success.  They  are  ruled 
by  a  President,  chosen,  it  is  true,  not  from  some  worn-out  royal 
or  noble  blood,  but  from  the  people,  and  the  one  whose  truthful- 
ness and  spotless  honour  have  claimed  him  universal  praise;  and 
now  the  country  that  has  been  vilified  through  half  the  organs  of 
the  press  in  England  during  the  last  three  years,  and  was  pointed 
out,  too,  as  an  example  to  be  shunned  by  many  of  your  states- 
men, that  country,  now  in  mortal  strife,  aftords  a  luiven  and  a 
home  for  multitudes  flying  from  the  burdens  and  the  neglect  of 
the  old  governments  of  Europe,  and,  when  this  mortal  strife  is 
over,  when  peace  is  restored,  when  slavery  is  destroyed,  when  the 
Union  is  cemented  afresh,  for  I  would  say,  in  the  language  of  one 
of  our  own  poets,  addressing  his  country : — 

'  The  grave's  not  dng  where  traitor  hands  shall  lay, 
'  In  fearful  haste,  thy  murdered  corse  away/ 

then  Europe  and  England  may  learn  that  an  instructed  democra- 
cy is  the  surest  foundation  of  Government,  and  that  education 
and  freedom  are  the  only  sources  of  true  greatness  and  true  liap- 
])iness  among  any  people." 
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"For  I  was  an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  Me  no  meat ;  I  teas  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  Jftf 
no  drinli ;  I  teas  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  Me  not  in;  nalied,  and  ye  clothed  Me  not f 
tick,  and  in  prison,  and  ye  visited  Me  not, 

"  Zord,  tfJien  saiv  we  Thee  an  hungred,  or  athirst,  or  a  stranger,  or  naked,  or  sick, 
or  in  2>rison,  and  did  not  minister  unto  Thee? 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you,  inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did 
It  not  to  Me," 
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EXTEACTS 


MINUTES  Of  PEOCEEDINGS  OE  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  OE  THE  UNITED 
STATES  SANITAKY  COMMISSION. 


823  Broadway,  New  Yoek,  May  19,  1864. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Ellehslie  Wallace,  Hon.  J.  I.  Clark  Hare,  and  the  Rev. 
Treadwell  Walden,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  Vali?ntine  Mott,  Dr.  Edward  Dela- 
FiELD,  and  Gouverneur  M.  Wilkins,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  be  respectfully  requested  to  act 
as  a  Commission  for  ascertaining,  by  inquiry  and  investigation,  the  true  physical  condition 
of  prisoners,  recently  discharged  by  exchange,  from  confinement  at  Richmond  and  elsewhere, 
within  the  rebel  lines  ;  whether  they  did,  in  fact,  during  such  confinement,  suffer  materially  for 
want  of  food,  or  from  its  defective  quality,  or  from  other  privations  or  sources  of  disease ;  and 
whether  their  privations  and  sufferings  were  designedly  inflicted  on  them  by  military  or  other 
authority  of  the  Rebel  Government,  or  were  due  to  causes  which  such  authorities  could  not  con- 
trol. And  that  the  gentlemen  above  named  be  requested  to  visit  such  camps  of  paroled  or  dis- 
charged prisoners  as  may  be  accessible  to  them,  and  to  take,  in  writing,  the  depositions  of  so 
many  of  such  prisoners  as  may  enable  them  to  arrive  at  accusate  results ;  and  to  adopt  such 
other  means  of  investigation  as  they  may  think  proper. 

823  Broadway,  New  York,,  May  31,  1864. 

Voted,  to  request  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  on  the  condition  of  exchanged  Union 
prisoners,  the  examination  not  only  of  Union  prisoners,  but  also  of  some  of  the  Rebel  prisoners 
recently  captured,  with  reference  to  the  question  whether  they  have,  while  in  the  Confederate 
service,  suffered  like  privations  to  those  experienced  by  the  Federal  captives. 

The  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  FOSTER  JENKINS, 
General  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission 


September,  1864. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  by  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  respectfully  submit  the  following  Narrative  and  Report 
—  drawn  from  the  mass  of  evi<lcnce  collected  by  them,  and  printed  in  the  Appendix  —  as  the 
result  of  their  inquiry  and  investigation. 

V.  MOTT, 
,         ,  EDWD.  DELAEIELD, 

GOUV.  MOR.  WILKINS, 
ELLERSLIE   WALLACE, 
J.  I.  CLARK  HARE, 
TREADWELL  WALDEN. 
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THE 


NARRATIVE  AND  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Reports  of  Cruelties  in  the  Beginning  of  the  War 

—  Mutual  Recrimination  of  North  and  South  —  La- 
ter and  more  Authentic  Reports  —  Heart-rending- 
Condition  of  Returned  Prisoners  —  The  Congress- 

,  ional  Inquiry — The  Sanitary  Commission  Appoints 
a  Commission  of  Inquiry  —  Range  of  the  Investi- 
gation —  Visit  of  the  Commmissioners  to  Annapo- 
lis and  Baltimore — Appearance  of  the  Returned 
Prisoners  —  Living  Skeletons  —  Testimony  Taken 

—  The  Claim  of  the  Rebel  Government  and  Peo- 
ple—The  Humane  Principles  of  Modern  War- 
fare. 

Ever  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the 
country  has  been  full  of  painful  rumors  con- 
cerning the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  by 
the  rebel  authorities.  Every  returned  pris- 
oner has  brought  his  tale  of  suffering,  aston- 
ishing his  neighborhood  with  an  account  of 
cruelty  and  barbarity  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
emy. Innumerable  narratives  have  also  been 
published  and  widely  circulated. 

The  public  have  been  made  very  uneasy 
by  these  reports.  One  class  have  accepted 
tliem  as  true  ;  another  have  felt  them  to  be 
exaggerated  ;  still  another  have  pronounced 
them  wholly  false, — fictions  purposely  made 
and  scattered  abroad  to  inflame  the  people 
against  their  enemies,  and  doing  great  injus- 
tice to  the  South. 

On  the  other  hand,  rumors  have  crossed 
the  border,  of  an  outraged  public  sentiment 
in  the  South,  precisely  on  the  same  account : 
reports  abounding  there  of  cruelty  and  bar- 
baritv'  to  the  rebel  soldiers  in  our  hands.  It 
has  ijeen  repeatedly  announced  that  what- 
ever restrictions  or  privations  have  been  suf- 
fered by  Northern  men  in  Southern  prisons, 
were  in  retaliation  for  these. 

In  the  beginning  of  such  a  prodigious  con- 
test, as  this  has  proved  to  be,  breaking  out  in 
the  midst  of  a  people  unaccustomed  to  war, 
and  quite  removed  from  extensive  military 
traditions  and  examples,  it  was  natural  that 
miny  irregularities  should  have  occurred,  and 
many  usages  of  warfare  been  disregarded  on 
both  sides  :  and  that  in  the  matter  of  prison- 
ers especially,  where  either  region  was  sud- 
denly inundated  by  many  thousands,  great 
abuses  should  have  taken  place,  until  accom- 
modations could  be  provided,  and  arrange- 
ments perfected. 

But  these  early  days  of  ill-preparation  have 


long  passed  away.  The  war  has  lasted  more 
than  three  years.  Both  sections  have  become 
accustomed  to  it,  and  are  familiarized  with 
the  ideas,  habits,  and  laws  of  military  life. 
The  passionate  fury  of  one  side  and  the  pa- 
triotic Indignation  of  the  other,  have  had 
time  to  settle  down,  at  least  so  far  as  to  ac- 
cept this  condition,  and  make  every  civilized 
provision  known  in  modern  warfare,  for  the 
mitigation  of  its  horrors  and  inhumanity. 

And  yet  the  painful  rumors,  so  rife  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  instead  of  subsiding  with 
its  early  tumult,  have  lately  increased  to  an 
extent  which  has  seriously  alarmed  and 
aroused  the  public.  The  tales  of  cruelty  and 
suffering  have  become  even  more  heart-rend- 
ing. Months  ago  we  heard  reports  that  our 
men  were  starving  and  freezing  in  the  South- 
ern prisons.  In  the  late  temporary  resump- 
tion of  the  cartel,  boat-loads  of  half -naked 
living  skeletons,  foul  with  filth,  and  covered 
with  vermin,  were  said  to  have  been  landed 
at  Annapolis  and  Baltimore.  Men,  diseased 
and  dying,  or  physically  ruined  for  life,  unfit 
for  further  military  service,  had  been  received 
in  the  stead  of  soldiers  of  the  enemy  returned 
in  good  condition,  and  who  had  been  well 
fed,  well  clothed,  and  well  sheltered  by  our 
Government  during  their  captivity. 

But  many  reasons  were  circulated  to  ac- 
count for  such  a  difference.  It  was  alleged 
that  these  emaciated  men  were  the  victims  of 
camp  dysentery,  or  similar  distempers,  and 
of  food,  which,  however  good  in  quality,  and 
sufficient  in  quantity,  was  averse  to  the 
Northern  constitution.  Again  it  was  alleged 
that  the  rebel  army  was,  itself,  suffering  for 
want  of  food  and  clothing,  and  that  the  very 
guards  to  these  prisoners  had  fared  no  better. 
There  were  many  among  us  who  were 
willing  to  credit  any  statement  which  would 
mitigate  or  excuse  the  infamy  of  permitting 
such  a  condition  of  things.  For  the  sake  of 
humanity   and   the    American   name,    they 

I  hoped  that  the  worst  could  not  be  proved. 

But  there  were  others  to  whom  the  proof 
was  sufficient,  and  who  were  convinced  that 
the  whole  was  a  horrible  and  pre-determined 

'.  scheme,  conti-ived  for  the  purpose  of  deplet- 

I  ing  our  armies,,  and  discouraging   our   sol- 

I  diers. 
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CRUELTIES    OF   REBEL    AUTHORITIES 


The  attention  of  Congress  was  roused,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate 
this  and  other  alleged  harbarities.  Their  re- 
port has  just  been  published. 

Before,  however,  tlwJ  resr,!':  of  their  inqui- 
ries was  known,  the  United  States  Sanitary 
Commission,  as  the  organ  of  popular  human- 
ity and  johilanthropy,  determined  to  make 
an  independent  investigation  ;  and  such  a  one 
as  would,  if  possible,  put  the  question  at  rest 
on  all  points  upon  which  the  public  mind  was 
divided  or  unsettled  ;  and  furnish  information 
so  full,  and  so  direct  from  original  sources, 
that  every  one  could  arrive  at  a  just  conclu- 
sion. 

They  accordingly  ajipointed  the  imder- 
?igned  as  a  Commission  of  Inquiry,  partly  be- 
:;ause  they  were  known  to  be  removed  from 
any  political  affiliations  and  prejudices,  and 
partly  because  three  of  their  number  were 
supposed  to  be  professionally  competent  to 
read  the  unerring  testimony  of  nature  in  the 
physical  condition  of  the  men. 

Two  distinct  departments  of  evidence 
were  thus  opened. 

In  entering  upon  their  duties  the  Commis- 
sioners had  no  other  wish  than  to  ascertain 
the  truth,  and  to  report  the  facts  as  they 
were.  For  this  they  endeavored  to  collect 
all  the  evidence  within  their  reach,  and  to 
hear  and  record  all  that  could  be  said  on 
pvery  side  of  the  subject.  They  were  ac- 
companied by  a  United  States  Commission- 
er, and  in  every  case  the  testimony  was  ta- 
ken on  oath  or  affirmation  before  him,  or  in 
his  absence,  before  other  officers  equally  em- 
powered. 

The  mass  of  evidence,  printed  as  an  Ap- 
pendix, was  collected  during  a  period  of  sev- 
eral months,  and  is  now  arranired  and  classi- 
fied to  facilitate  the  reader's  reference.  If  it 
had  been  printed  in  the  order  in  which  it  was 
taken,  it  would  have  been  too  irregular  and 
apparently  heterogeneous  to  have  exhibited 
the  total  result  of  the  investigation.  But,  as 
it  now  stands,  it  avIU  be  tound  united  and 
homogeneous  enough  in  the  tragical  story 
which  it  tells,  without  variation  or  self-con- 
tradiction, to  the  country  and  to  the  world. 

Much  of  the  evidence,  however,  is  made 
up  of  bare  abstracts  of  the  free  and  full  con- 
versations that  were  held  with  persons  ex- 
amined, and  although  all  the  essential  facts 
are  preserved,  }  et  many  graphic  and  pathet- 
ic minor  dt'tails  are  omitted  which  escaped, 
or  could  not  enter,  the  formal  record,  but 
sometimes  were  noted  down  by  those  who 
were  present.  Besides  this,  the  Commission- 
ers were  witnesses  themselves,  and  saw  and 
heard  enough  to  overwhelm  them  with  as- 
tonishment, and  remove  the  last  doubt  from 
their  minds.  . 

ITor  this  reason,  and  that  the  reader  may- 


share  with  them,  so  far  as  can  be,  the  a'jnost 
dramatic  development  of  the  inquiry,  they 
send  out  these  pages,  not  in  the  Ibrm  of  a 
brief  documentary  report,  simply  leferring 
to  the  testimony,  but  as  a  descriptive  narra- 
tive, in  which  all  the  salient  points  of  the  ev- 
idence, and  the  results  of  their  own  observa- 
tion, are  incorporated  together.  Such  a  nar- 
rative need  be  only  an  intelligible  grouping 
of  material — its  facts  will  speak  best  for 
themselves. 

The  Commissioners,  at  the  very  outset, 
were  brought  face  to  face  with  the  returned 
captives. 

They  first  visited  the  two  extensive  hos- 
pitals in  Annapolis,  occupying  the  spacious 
buildings  and  grounds  of  the  Naval  Acade- 
my and  St.  John's  College,  where  over  three 
thousand  of  them  had  been  brought  in  every 
conceivable  form  of  suffering,  direct  from 
the  Libby  Prison,  Belle  Isle,  and  two  or 
three  other  Southern  military  stations.* 

They  also  visited  the  West's  Buildings 
Hospital  and  the  Jarvis  General  Hospital  in 
Baltimore,  where  several  hundreds  had  been 
brought,  in  an  equally  dreadful  condition. 

The  photographs  of  these  diseased  and 
emaciated  men,  since  so  widely  circulated, 
painful  as  they  are,  do  not,  in  many  respects, 
adequately  represent  the  sufferers  as  they 
then  appeared. 

The  best  picture  cannot  convey  the  reali- 
ty, nor  create  that  startling  and  sickening 
sensation  which  is  felt  at  the  sight  of  a  hu- 
man skeleton,  with  the  skin  drawn  tightly 
over  its  skull,  and  ribs,  and  limbs,  weakly 
turning  and  moving  itself,  as  if  still  a  living 
man  ! 

And  this  was  the  reality. 

The  same  spectacle  was  often  repeated  as 
the  visitors  went  from  bed  to  bed,  from  ward 
to  Avard,  and  from  tent  to  tent.  The  bony 
faces  stared  out  above  the  counterpanes, 
watching  the  passer-by  dreamily  and  indif- 
ferently. Here  and  there  lay  one,  half  over 
upon  his  face,  with  his  bed  clothing  only  par- 
tially dragged  over  him,  deep  in  sleep  or  stu- 
por. It  was  strange  to  find  a  Hercules  in 
iDones ;  to  see  the  immense  hands  and  feet  of  a 
young  giant  pendent  from  limbs  thinner  than 
a  child's,  and  that  could  be  spanned  with  the 
thumb  and  finger !  Equally  strange  and 
horrible  was  it  to  come  upon  a  man,  in  one 
part  shrivelled  to  nothing  but  skin  and  bone, 
and  in  another  swollen  and  niisshajien  with 
dropsy  or  scurvy ;  or  further  on,  when  the 

*  The  Commissioners  would  acknowled<]ce  the 
coxirtesy  and  hospitality  of  the  accomplished  and 
efiieient  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  at  the 
Naval  Academy,  Dr.  VanderKieft,  by  whom  every 
facility  for  conducting  the  inquiry  was  heartily 
given. 


TO    PRISONERS    OF   WAR. 


e: 


eurgeon  lifled  tlie  coveriug  from  a  poor  half- 
unconscious  creature,  to  see  the  stomach 
fallen  in,  deep  as  a  basin,  and  the  bone  pro- 

rotruding  through  a  blood-red  hole  on  the 

ip. 

Of  course  these  were  the  ■worst  cases 
among  those  that  still  survived.  Hundreds 
like  them,  and  worse  even  than  they,  had 
been  already  laid  in  their  graves. 

The  remainder  were  in  every  gradation  of 
physical  condition.  Some  were  able  to  sit 
up,  and  to  move  feebly  around  their  bed  ; 
others  were  well  enough  to  be  out  of  doors ; 
many  were  met  walking  about  the  beautiful 
grounds  of  the  Naval  Academy — by  a  curi- 
ous and  probably  accidental  compensation, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  swung  to 
this  Paradise  on  the  Severn  from  the  sandy 
little  island  in  James  river  and  its  bleak  and. 
bitter  winds. 

But  however  unlike  and  various  the  cases 
were,  there  was  one  singular  element  shared 
by  all,  and  which  seemed  to  refer  them  to  one 
thing  as  the  common  cause  and  origin  of 
their  suffering.  It  was  the  peculiar  look  in 
every  face.  The  man  in  Baltimore  looked 
like  the  man  just  left  in  Annapolis.  Per- 
haps it  Avas  partly  the  shaven  head,  the  sunk- 
en eyes,  the  drawn  month,  the  pinched  and 
pallid  features — partly,  doubtless,  the  gray- 
isli,  blighted  skin,  rough  to  the  touch  as  the 
skin  of  a  shark.  But  there  was  something 
else :  an  expression  in  the  eyes  and  counte- 
nance of  desolateness,  a  look  of  settled  mel- 
ancholy, as  if  they  had  passed  through  a  pe- 
riod of  physical  and  mental  agony  which  had 
driven  the  smile  from  their  faces  forever. 
All  had  it:  the  man  that  was  met  on  the 
grounds,  and  the  man  that  could  not  yet 
raise  his  head  from  the  pillow. 

It  was  this  which  arrested  the  attention  of 
some  of  the  party  quite  as  much  as  the  re- 
luarkable  phenomenon  of  so  many  emaciated 
and  singularly  diseased  men  being  gathered 
together,  all,  with  few  exceptions,  having 
been  bi-ought  from  the  same  prisons  in  the 
South. 

Every  one  who  was  questioned  contribut- 
ed his  part  to  swell  the  following  account  of 
privation,  exposure  and  suffering. 

The  veil  is  now  to  be  lifled  from  two  of  the 
nearest  and  most  noted  Southern  stations  for 
prisoners.  There  appear,  indeed,  occasional 
glimpses  of  places  of  captivity  in  Danville, 
Virginia,  and  Andersonville,  Georgia,  but 
the  chief  interest  centres  upon  Libby  Prison 
and  Belle  Isle,  at  Richmond. 

Before,  however,  the  narrative  proceeds, 
two  things  must  be  borne  in  mind  : 

First,  that  we  are  now  penetrating  into  the 
arrangements  of  a  people  who  claim,  and 


5 

have  so  far  maintained,  their  entire  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  Government; 
who  have  organized  a  government  of  their 
own ;  who  have  also  organized  immense  and 
powerful  armies;  who  had,  in  the  beginning, 
so  far  prepared  themselves,  and,  during  the- 
last  three  years,  have  so  far  completed  their' 
preparations,  as  to  be  able  to  match,  and  all 
but  overpower  one  of  the  strongest  military 
establishments  ever  known. 

Let  them,  for  the  moment,  be  taken  for 
what  they  claim  to  be  :  "  The  Confederate 
States  of  America, "  a  mighty  government, 
and  a  "  superior  race, "  first  in  civilization, 
in  culture,  and  in  courage,  distinguished  for 
all  that  is  magnanimous,  chivalric,  humane, 
hospitable,  and  noble,  for  all  the  graces  and 
refinements,  and  highest  developments  of 
individual  and  social  life. 

Furthermore,  another  thing  must  be  borne 
in  mind  :  that,  in  these  days  of  civilized  war- 
fare, the  cowardly  and  barbarous  usage  no 
longer  prevails  of  maltreating  prisoners  of 
war,  but  the  moment  a  conflict  is  over,  every 
sentiment  of  Christianity  and  humanity  rises 
to  mitigate  the  bloody  horrors  of  the  field. 
The  distinction  of  friend  and  enemy  is  no 
longer  known. 

The  surgeon,  with  the  high  sense  of  pro- 
fessional duty  in  which  he  has  been  educat- 
ed, goes  equally  to  all.  The  prisoners  taken 
are  not  thrown  into  dungeons,  nor  shut  up  in 
jails,  but  put  into  barracks.  They  are  made 
as  comfortable  as  the  arrangements  necessa- 
ry for  their  safe  keeping  will  permit.  They 
are  sheltered,  warmed,  fed  and  clothed,  in 
all  necessary  respects  as  well  as  the  soldiers 
that  vanquished  and  captured  them.  They 
become,  for  the  time  being,  part  of  the  mili- 
tary family  of  their  enemy,  and  are  made 
subject  to  the  same  sanitary  and  other  regu- 
lations. 

Their  barracks  are  ne^-er  overcrowded ;  suf- 
ficient area  is  allowed  for  exercise  and  fresh 
air ;  so  much  bathing  is  permitted,  and  even 
insisted  upon,  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness ; 
their  food  is  in  every  respect  the  same  as 
that  consumed  by  the  army  within  whose 
lines  they  are ;  their  clothing  is  all  that  they 
need.  Such  a  thing  as  robbery  of  their  pri- 
vate property  is  unknown,  or  never  tolerat- 
ed if  known. 

When  sickness  overtakes  the  prisoner  he 
is  removed  to  the  hospital :  taken  from  his 
bunk  and  placed  upon  a  bed,  and  then,  what- 
ever distinction  existed  before  vanishes  en- 
tirely :  every  kindness  and  attention,  every 
remedy  and  delicacy  that  a  sufferer  needs,  is 
freely  and  generously  given. 

Such  is  the  high  principle,  and  noble 
usage,  which  prevails  in  modern  warfare. 
The  perfection  of  its  ai'rangements  is  a  mat- 
ter of  pride  and  honor  among  soldiers,  and 
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the  proper  boast  of  every  Christian  govern- 
ment. 

We  now  turn  to  the  people  and  govern- 
ment at  present  waging  war  witli  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  who,  through  a  dead-lock  in 
the  cartel,  hold  tens  of  thousands  of  United 
States  soldiers  as  prisoners  of  war. 


CRUELTIES    OF   REBEL   AUTHORITIES 


n. 

Ahnost  invariable  Robbery  of  Prisoners — De- 
scription of  Libby  Prison — Overcrowded  Rooms 
— Barely  room  to  lie  down — Pagged  and  ver- 
minous Blankets — Shootins;  at  prisoners  without 
warning — Instances  of  Shooting  in  Libby — 
,.^  Siune  in  Danville  and  Atlanta — Insufficient  and 
disgusting  Rations — Slow  Starvation — Withhold- 
ing and  thieving  of  Boxes  sent  from  the  North 
— Sufferings  of  the  Officers — The  Cells — Inhu- 
nianity  to  the  Dead — The  Mining  of  Libby. 

The  first  fact  developed  by  the  testimony 
of  both  officers  and  pinvates,  is  that  prisoners 
were  almost  invariably  robbed  of  everything 
valuable  in  their  possession,  sometimes  on 
the  field,  at  the  instant  of  capture,  sometimes 
by  the  prison  authorities  in  a  "  quasi  official 
way,"  with  the  promise  of  return  when  ex- 
changed or  paroleil :  but  which  promise  was 
never  fulfilled.*  This  robbery  amounted  of- 
ten to  a  stripping  of  the  person  of  even  neces- 
sary clothing.  Blankets  and  overcoats  were 
almost  always  taken,  and  sometimes  other 
articles ;  in  which  case  damaged  or  ragged 
ones  were  returned  in  their  stead. 

This  preliminary  over,  the  captives  were 
taken  to  prison. 

The  Libby,  which  is  best  known,  though 
also  used  as  a  place  of  confinement  for  pri- 
vate soldiers,  is  generally  understood  to  be 
the  officers'  prison. 

It  is  a  row  of  brick  buildings,  three  stories 
high,  situated  on  the  canal,  and  overlooking 
the  James  river,  and  was  formerly  a  tobacco 
warehouse.  The  partitions  between  the 
buildings  have  been  pierced  with  doorways 
on  each  story. 

The  rooms  are  one  hundred  feet  long  by 
forty  feet  broad.  In  six  of  these  rooms, 
twelve  hundred  United  States  officers,  of  all 
grades,  from  the  Brigadier-General  to  the 
Second-Lieutenant,  were  confined  for  many 
months ;  and  this  was  all  the  space  that  was 
allowed  them  in  which  to  cook,  eat,  wash, 
sleep,  and  take  exercise  !  It  seems  incredi- 
ble. Ten  feet  by  two  were  all  that  could  be 
claimed  by  each  man — liardly  enough  to 
measure  his  length  upon  ;  and  even  this  was 
further  abridged  by  tlie  room  necessarily  ta- 
ken for  cooking,  washing  antl  clothes-drying. 

*  No  instance  of  the  promise  being  kept  ap- 
pears in  the  evidence,  but  there  have  been  occa- 
sions reported,  though  very  rare,  whera  money 
was  returned,  but  even  then  in  depreciated  Confed- 
erate curreucy. 


At  one  time  they  were  not  allowed  the  use 
of  benches,  chairs  or  stools,  nor  even  to  fold 
their  blanket  and  sit  upon  them,  but  those 
who  would  rest  were  obliged  to  huddle  on 
their  haunches,  as  one  of  them  expresses  it, 
"  like  so  many  slaves  on  the  middle  passage." 
After  awhile  this  severe  restriction  was  re- 
moved, and  they  were  allowed  to  make 
chairs  and  stools  for  themselves,  out  of  the 
barrels  and  boxes  which  they  had  received 
from  the  North. 

They  were  overrun  with  vermin  in  spite 
of  every  precaution  and  constant  ablutions. 
Their  blankets,  which  averaged  one  to  a 
man,  and  sometimes  less,  had  not  been  issued 
l)y  the  rebels,  but  had  been  procured  in  dif- 
ierent  ways;  sometimes  by  purchase,  some- 
times through  the  Sanitary  Commission. 
The  prisoners  had  to  help  themselves  from 
the  refuse  accumulation  of  these  articles, 
which,  having  seen  similar  service  before, 
were  often  ragged  and  full  of  vermin. 

In  these  they  wrapped  themselves  at  night, 
and  lay  down  on  the  hard  plank  floor  in 
close  and  stifling  contact,  "  wormed  and 
dovetailed  together,"  as  one  of  them  testifies, 
"  like  fish  in  a  basket."  The  floors  were 
recklessly  washed  late  in  the  afternoon,  and 
were  therefore  damp  and  dangerous  to  sleep 
upon.  Almost  every  one  had  a  cough  in 
consequence. 

There  wore  seventy-five  windows  in  these 
rooms,  all  more  or  less  broken,  and  in  winter 
the  cold  was  intense.  Two  stoves  in  a  room, 
with  two  or  three  armfuls  of  wood  to  each, 
did  not  prove  sufficient,  under  this  exjjosure, 
to  keep  them  warm. 

The  regulations  varied  at  different  periods 
in  stringency  and  severitj-,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  describe  the  precise  condition  of  things  at 
any  one  time,  but  the  above  comes  from  two 
officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Farnsworth  and 
Captain  Calhoun.  As  it  happens,  they  are 
representatives  of  the  two  opposite  classes  of 
oflicers  confined  in  the  Libb}'.  The  former 
coming  from  Connecticut,  and  inlluentially 
connected  at  the  North,  was  one  of  a  mesS' 
to  which  a  great  profusion  of  supplies,  and 
even  luxuries,  were  sent.  The  latter  coming 
from  Kentucky,  and  being  differently  situat- 
ed, was  entirely  dependent  upon  the  prison 
fare. 

These  officers  were  there  during  the  same 
season,  but  never  became  acfjuainted.  The 
accounts  of  each,  which  will  be  found  in  tiie 
evidence  side  by  side,  are  here  combined 
and  run  together. 

From  tlieir  statements  it  appears  that  the 
hideous  discomfort  was  never  lessened  by  any 
variation  in  the  rules,  but  often  increased. 
The  piison  did  not  seem  to  be  under  any 
general  and  uniform  army  regulations,  but 
the  captives  were  subject  to  the  caprices  of 
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Major  Turner,  the  officer  in  charge,  and 
Richard  Turner,  inspector  of  the  prison. 

It  was  among  the  rules  that  no  one  should 
go  -within  three  feet  of  the  windows,  a  rule 
which  seems  to  be  general  in  all  Southern 
prisons  of  tliis  character  and  which  their  fre- 
quently crowded  state  rendered  pecuharlj^ 
severe  and  dltficult  to  observe.  The  manner 
in  which  the  regulation  was  enforced  was 
unjustifiably  and  wantonly  cruel.  Often  by 
accident,  or  unconsciously,  an  officer  would 
go  near  a  window,  and  be  instantly  shot  at 
without  Avarning.  The  reports  of  the  sen- 
try's musket  were  heard  almost  every  day, 
and  frequently  a  prisoner  fell  either  killed  or 
wounded. 

It  was  even  worse  with  a  large  prison  near 
by,  called  the  Pemberton  Buildings,  which 
was  crowded  with  enhsted  men.  The  firing 
into  its  windows  was  a  still  more  conamon 
occurrence.  The  officers  had  heard  as  many 
as  fourteen  shots  fii-ed  on  a  single  day. 
They  could  see  the  guards  watching  for  an 
opportunity  to  fire,  and  often,  after  one  of 
them  had  discharged  his  musket,  the  ser- 
geant of  the  guard  would  appear  at  the 
door,  bringing  out  a  dead  or  wounded  sol- 
dier. 

So  careless  as  this  were  the  authorities  as 
to  the  efiect  of  placing  their  prisoners  in  the 
power  of  the  rude  and  brutal  soldiery  on 
guard.  It  became  a  matter  of  sport  among 
the  latter  "  to  shoot  a  Yankee."  They  were 
seen  in  attitudes  of  expectation,  with  guns 
cocked,  watching  the  windows  for  a  shot. 
But  sometimes  they  did  not  even  wait  for  an 
infraction  of  the  rule.  Lieutenant  Ham- 
mond was  shot  at  while  in  a  small  boarded 
enclosure,  where  there  was  no  window,  only 
an  aperture  between  the  boards.  The  guard 
caught  sight  of  his  hat  through  this  opening, 
and  aiming  lower,  so  as  to  reach  his  heart, 
fired.  A  nail  turned  the  bullet  upward,  and 
it  passed  through  his  ear  and  hat-brim.  The 
officers  reported  the  outrage  to  ^lajor  Tur- 
ner, who  merely  replied,  "  The  boys  are  in 
want  of  practice."  The  sentry  said,  "  He 
had  made  a  bet  that  he  would  kill  a  damned 
Yankee  before  he  came  off  guard."  No  no- 
tice was  taken  of  the  occurrence  by  the  au- 
thorities. 

The  brutal  fellow,  encouraged  by  this  im- 
puaity,  tried  to  murder  another  officer  in  the 
same  way.  Lieutenant  Huggins  was  stand- 
ing eight  feet  from  the  window,  in  the  second 
story.  'The  top  of  his  hat  was  visible  to  the 
guard,  who  left  his  beat,  went  out  rnto  the 
street,  took  deliberate  aim,  and  fired.  Prov- 
identially he  was  seen,  a  warning  cry  was 
uttered,  Huggins  stooped,  and  the  bullet 
buried  itself  in  the  beams  above. 

Very  much  the  same  thing  is  mentioned 
aa  happening  in  the  prison  buildings  at  Dan- 


ville. A  man  was  standing  by  the  window 
conversing  with  private  Wilcox.  At  his  feet 
was  the  place  where  he  slept  at  night,  close 
under  the  window,  and  where  his  blanket 
lay  rolled  up.  He  had  his  hand  on  the 
casement.  The  guard  must  have  seen  his 
shadow,  for  he  was  invisible  from  the  regular 
beat,  and  went  out  twenty  feet  to  get  a  shot 
at  him.  Before  the  poor  fellow  could  be 
warned,  the  bullet  entered  his  forehead,  and 
he  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  his  companion. 

Almost  every  prisoner  had  such  an  inci- 
dent to  tell.  Some  had  been  shot  at  them- 
selves a  number  of  times,  and  had  seen 
others  repeatedly  fired  upon.  One  testifies 
that  he  had  seen  five  hundred  men  shot  at. 

The  same  brutal  style  of  "  sporting  "  while 
on  guard,  seems  to  have  prevailed  wherever 
the  license  was  given  by  this  cruel  and  un- 
necessary rule.  Captain  Calhoun,  mentions 
that  while  he  and  his  companions  were  on 
their  way  to  Richmond  from  North-eastern 
Georgia,  where  they  were  captured,  they 
stopped  at  Atlanta,  and  just  before  they  start- 
ed, a  sick  soldier  who  was  near  the  line,  be- 
yond which  the  prisoners  were  not  allowed 
to  go,  put  his  hand  over  to  pluck  a  bunch  of 
leaves  that  were  not  a  foot  from  the  bounda- 
ry. The  instant  he  did  so,  the  guard  caught 
sight  of  him,  fired,  and  killed  him. 

Another  instance  of  equal  skill  in  "  shoot- 
ing on  the  wing,"  will  be  noticed  in  the  case 
!  of  the  soldier  who  only  exposed  his  arm  an 
instant  in  throwing  out  some  water,  and  was 
wounded,  fortunately  not  killed,  by  the  reb- 
el bullet.  Something  of  the  same  kind 
was  related  in  the  course  of  conversation, 
but  is  not  in  the  evidence,  as  happening  at 
the  Libby,  when  an  officer  was  shot  while 
waving  his  hand  in  farewell  to  a  departing 
comrade. 

But  there  were  cruelties  worse  than  these, 
because  less  the  result  of  impulse  and  reck- 
lessness, and  because  deliberately  done. 
There  opens  now  a  part  of  the  narrative 
which  is  as  amazing  as  it  is  unaccountable. 

The  reader  will  turn  to  the  heart-rending 
scenes  of  famine  which  the  testimony  before 
the  Commission  has  exposed. 

The  daily  ration  in  the  officers'  quarter, 
of  Libby  prison,  was  a  small  loaf  of  bread 
about  the  size  of  a  man's  fist,  made  of  Indian 
meal.  Sometimes  it  was  made  from  wheat 
flour,  but  of  variable  quality.  It  weighed  a 
little  over  half  a  pound.  With  it  was  given 
a  piece  of  beef  weighing  two  ounces. 

But  it  is  not  easy  to  describe  this  ration, 
it  was  so  irregular  in  kind,  quality  and 
amount.  Its  general  character  is  vividly  in- 
dicated by  a  remark  made  in  conversation, 
by  one  of  the  officers :  "  I  would  gladly,"  said 
he,  with  emphatic  sincerity,  ^^gladli/  have  pre- 
ferred the  horse-feed  in  my  father's  stable." 
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During  the  summer  and  the  early  part  of 
the  fall,  the  ration  seems  to  have  been  less 
msufficient,  and  less  repulsive  than  it  after- 
wards became.  At  no  period  was  it  enough 
to  support  life,  at  least  in  health,  for  a  length 
of  time,  but  however  inadequate,  it  was  not 
BO  to  such  a  remarkable  degree  as  to  pro- 
duce the  evils  which  afterward  ensued. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  last  autumn 
that  this  process  of  slow  starvation  became 
intolerable,  injurious,  and  cruel  to  the  extent 
referred  to.  The  corn  bread  began  to  be  of 
the  roughest  and  coarsest  description.  Por- 
tions of  the  cob  and  husk  were  often  found 
ground  in  with  the  meal.  The  crust  was  so 
thick  and  hard  that  the  prisoners  called  it 
iron-clad.  To  render  the  bread  eatable, 
they  grated  it,  and  made  mush  of  it,  but  the 
crust  they  could  not  grate. 

Now  and  then,  after  long  intervals,  often 
of  many  weeks,  a  little  meat  was  given 
them,  perhaps  two  or  three  mouthfuls.  At 
a  later  period,  they  received  a  pint  of  black 
peas,  with  some  vinegar,  every  week.  The 
peas  were  often  full  of  worms,  or  maggots  in 
a  chrysalis  state,  which,  when  they  made 
6oup,  floated  on  the  surface. 

Those  who  were  entirely  dependent  on 
tlie  prison  fare,  and  who  had  no  friends  at 
the  North  to  send  them  boxes  of  food,  began 
to  suffer  the  horrible  agony  of  craving  food, 
and  feeUng  themselves  day  by  day  losing 
strength.  Dreams  and  delusions  began  to 
distract  their  minds.* 

Although  many  were  relieved  through  the 

*  The  very  same  phenomenon  occurred  during 
the  celebrated  Darien  Exploring  Expedition, 
under  Lieutenant  Strain,  some  years  ago.  The 
whole  party  suffered  starvation;  a  number  of 
them  died,  and  the  remainder  were  rescued  when 
they  had  become  emaciated  and  debilitated  nearly 
to  the  point  of  death. 

"  From  the  time  that  food  became  scarce  to  the 
close,  and  just  in  proportion  as  famine  increased, 
they  revelled  in  gorgeous  dinners.  Truxton  and 
Mauray  would  pass  hours  in  spreading  tables 
loaded  with  every  luxury.  Over  this  imaginary 
feast  they  would  gloat  with  the  pleasure  of  a 
gourmand."  —  Darien  Explor.  Exped.,  Haipers' 
Monthly^  vol.  x.,  p.  613. 

The  party  separated,  Strain  and  Avery  being 
the  least  extiausted  and  going  on  before  the  others 
to  obtain  succor  if  possible. 

"  At  length  starvation  produced  the  same  sin- 
gular effect  on  them  that  it  did  on  Truxton  and 
Mauray,  and  they  would  spend  hours  in  describ- 
ing all  the  good  dinners  tlioy  had  ever  eaten.  For 
the  last  two  or  three  days,  when  most  reduced. 
Strain  said  that  he  occupied  almost  the  whole 
time  in  arranging  a  magnificent  dinner.  Every 
luxury  or  curious  dish  that  he  had  ever  seen  or 
lieard  of  composed  it,  and  he  wore  away  the 
hours  in  going  round  his  imaginary  table,  arrang- 
ing and  changing  the  several  dishes.  lie  could 
not  force  his  mind  from  the  contemplation  of  this, 
so  wholly  bad  one  idea  —  food  —  taken  possession 
of  it."  — -Darien  Explor.  Exped.,  Hatp.  Monthly, 
vol.  X.,  p.  760. 


generosity  of  their  more  favored  fellow  pris- 
oners, yet  the  supply  from  this  source  was, 
of  course,  inadequate.  Captain  Calhoun 
speaks  of  suffering  "  a  burning  sensation 
on  the  inside,  with  a  general  failing  in 
strength."  "  I  grew  so  foolish  in  my  mind 
that  I  used  to  blame  myself  for  not  eating 
more  when  at  home."  "  The  subject  of  food 
engrossed  my  entire  thoughts."  "  Captain 
Stevens  having  received  a  box  from  home, 
sat  down  and  ate  to  excess,  and  died  a  few 
hours  afterwards."  "  A  man  had  a  piece  of 
ham  which  I  looked  at  for  hours,  and  would 
have  stolen  if  I  had  had  a  chance." 

One  day,  by  pulling  up  a  plank  in  the 
floor,  they  gained  access  to  the  cellar,  and 
found  there  an  abundance  of  provisions : 
barrels  of  the  finest  wheat  flour,  potatoes 
and  turnips.  Of  these  they  ate  ravenously 
until  the  theft  was  discovered. 

But  tlie  most  unaccountable  and  shameful 
act  of  all  was  yet  to  come.  Shortly  after  thia 
general  diminution  of  rations,  in  the  month 
of  Januaiy  last,  the  boxes,  which  before  had 
been  regularly  delivered,  and  in  good  order, 
were  withheld.  No  reason  was  given. 
Three  hundred  arrived  every  week,  and 
were  received  by  Colonel  Ould,  Commis- 
sioner of  Exchange,  but  instead  of  being  dis- 
tributed, were  retained,  and  piled  up  in 
warehouses  near  by,  and  in  full  sight  of  the 
tantalized  and  hungry  captives.  Three 
thousand  were  there  wlien  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Farnsworth  came  away. 

There  was  some  show  of  delivery,  how- 
ever, but  in  a  manner  especially  heartless. 
Five  or  six  of  the  boxes  were  given  during 
the  week.  The  eager  prisoner,  expectant 
perhaps  of  a  wife's  or  mother's  thoughtful 
provision  for  him,  was  called  to  the  door 
and  ordered  to  spread  his  blanket,  when  the 
open  cans,  whether  containing  preserved 
fruits,  condensed  milk,  tobacco,  vegetables, 
or  meats,  were  thrown  promiscuously  to- 
gether, and  often   ruined   by  the  mingling 

These  boxes  sometimes  contained  cloth- 
ing, as  well  "3  food,  and  their  contents  were 
frequently  appropriated  by  the  prison  offi- 
cials. Lieutenant  McGinnis  recognized  his 
own  home-suit  of  citizen's  clothes  on  one  of 
them,  pointing  out  his  name  on  the  watch- 
pocket. 

The  officers  were  permitted  to  send  out 
and  buy  articles  at  extravagant  prices,  and 
would  find  the  clothes,  stationery,  liams  and 
butter  which  they  had  purchased  bearing 
the  marks  of  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

In  one  instance  this  constant  thievery 
became  an  unexpected  advantage  to  the 
inmates.  After  'the  famous  "  tunnelling 
out,"  by  which  so  many  effected  their 
escape,  the  guards  confessed  that  they  had 
seen  the  fugitives,  but  supposed   that  they 
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were  their  own  men  stealing  the  boxes  !  The 
tunnel,  after  running  under  the  street,  had  its 
outlet  near  where  the  boxes  were  piled  up. 

All  through  the  winter  and  late  into  the 
spring  was  this  suffering,  chiefly  from  hun- 
ger, prolonged.  There  is  evidence  of  its 
continuation  even  so  late  as  the  month  of 
May  last. 

Surgeon  Ferguson,  who  was  confined  there 
at  that  time,  gives  a  most  painful  picture  of 
what  he  saw. 

"  No  one  can  appreciate,  without  experi- 
ence, the  condition  of  the  officers  in  the  pris- 
on during  the  twelve  days  of  my  stay  ;  their 
faces  were  pinched  with  hunger.  1  have 
seen  an  officer  standing  by  the  window, 
gnawing  a  bone  like  a  dog.  I  asked  him, 
'  What  do  you  do  it  for  ?  '  His  reply  was, 
'  It  will  help  fill  up.' 

''  They  were  constantly  complaining  of 
hunger  ;  there  was  a  sad,  and  insatiable  ex- 
pression of  face  impossible  to  describe." 

There  is  no  suffering  that  can  be  men- 
tioned greater  than  that  of  the  slow  and 
lingering  pains  of  famine,  except  it  be  per- 
haps the  agonies  of  absolute  death  from  hun- 
ger —  but  of  this  no  Libby  evidence  was 
collected.  The  description  of  Libby  life 
might  therefore  end  at  this  point  so  far  as 
having  reachad  the  climax  of  all  possible 
misery  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  all  possible 
barbarity  on  the  other.  Bat  the  testimony 
develops  still  other  instances  of  cruelty, 
which  may  as  well  be  introduced  here,  in 
order  to  show  the  animus  of  the  Confederate 
authorities. 

It  is  stated  that  for  offences,  whether  triv- 
ial or  serious,  the  prisoners  were  consigned 
to  cells,  beneath  the  pi'ison,  the  walls  of 
which  were  damp,  green,  and  slimy.  These 
apartments  were  never  warmed,  and  often 
80  crowded  that  some  were  obliged  to  stand 
up  all  night.  It  was  in  these  dungeons  that 
the  hostages  were  placed. 

But  the  inhumanity  was  not  confined  to 

the  living.     It  extended  even  to  the  disposal 

of  the  dead.     The  bodies  were  placed  in  the 

.  cellar,  to  which  the  animals  of  the  street  had 

access,  and  very  often  were  partly  devoui-ed 

by  hogs,  dogs,  and  rats.    The  officers  had  the 

curiosity  to  mark  the  coffins  in  which  they 

were  carried  off,   to  find  out  whether  they 

were  buried  in  them.     But  they  proved  to 

I  be   only   vehicles   for   bearing   them  away, 

I  returning  a  score  of  times  for  others. 

This  must  have  been  the  case  with  pri- 
vates only,  who  occupied  part  of  the  prison, 
Bs  it  is  mentioned  that  the  officers  generally 
secured  by  contributions,  made  up  among 
themselves,  metallic  coffins  and  a  decent, 
temporary  deposit  in  a  vault  for  those  of 
their  number  who  died,  until  they  could  be 
removed  to  the  North. 


One  other  incident  may  be  noticed  which 
is  quite  in  keeping  with  all  the  rest,  but 
without  the  foregoing  catalogue  of  outrages 
to  humanity,  would  appear  too  shocking  to 
be  credible. 

At  the  time  Kilpatrick  made  his  nearly 
successful  raid  on  Richmond,  the  city  was 
thrown  into  a  panic  by  his  approach,  and 
the  prison  officials  deliberately  pre|)ared  — 
so  the  story  runs  —  a  more  expeditious  way 
of  closing  the  career  of  their  prisoners.  It 
was  somewhat  more  merciful  than  starva- 
tion, because  it  substituted  instantaneous 
death  for  an  endless  agony  of  dying.  The 
negroes  gave  the  first  intimation  to  the  cap- 
tives of  what  was  going  on.<f  Richard  Tur- 
ner took  care  to  dash  the  liopes  of  his  ca|> 
tives,  as  well  as  add  to  their  anxiety  by  in- 
forming them  that  "  Should  Kilpatrick  suc- 
ceed in  entering  Richmond,  it  would  not 
help  them,  as  the  prison  authorities  would 
blow  up  the  prison,  and  all  its  inmates." 
Lieutenant  Latouche  was  overheard  observ- 
ing to  a  rebel  officer  with  Avhom  he  had  en- 
tered the  cellar,  where  the  two  hundred 
pounds  of  powder  were  said  to  be  placed, 
'•  There  is  enough  there  to  send  every 
damned  Yankee  to  Hell."  Turner  himself 
said,  in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Farnsworth, 
in  answer  to  the  question  "  Was  the  prison 
mined  ?  "  "  Yes,  and  I  would  have  blown 
you  all  to  Hades  before  I  would  have  suf- 
fered you  to  be  rescued."  The  remark  of 
Bishop  Johns  is  corroborative  as  well  as  curi- 
ous, in  reply  to  the  question,  '•  Whether  it 
was  a  Christian  mode  of  warfare  to  blow  up 
defenceless  prisoners  ?  "  "  I  suppose  the  au- 
thorities are  satisfied  on  that  point,  though  I 
do  not  mean  to  justify  it." 

The  idea  is  so  monstrously  shocking  that 
the  mind  hesitates  to  grasp  it,  or  believe  it. 
Many  will  try  to  see  in  it  only  a  menace  to 
deter  any  further  attempt  to  take  Richmond 
by  a  raid.  And  yet  the  evidence,  even  if  it 
does  come  by  rebel  admissions,  has  an  air  of 
diabolical  sincerity.  A  remark  of  Turner's 
justifying  the  act,  which  was  mentioned  to 
one  of  the  commissioners,  but  accidentally 
omitted  in  the  formal  testimony,  gives  quite 
a  decided  turn  to  the  very  natural  probabil- 
ity that  the  fiendish  plan  was  resolved  upon  : 
"  Suppose  Kilpatrick  should  have  got  in 
here,  what  would  my  life  have  been  worth 
after  you  all  got  loose.  Yes,  I  would  have 
blown  you  all  to  Hades  before  I  would  have 
suffered  you  to  be  rescued."  This  was  his 
argument  and  self-justification  in  brief, 
though  somewhat  more  at  length  at  the 
time. 

The  act  was  altogether  consistent  with  the 
characters  of  the  three  men  who  had  author- 

*  "  Dug  big  hole  down  dar,  massa.  Torpedo  ia 
dar,  sure  ! 
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ity  over  the  prison  :  —  General  Winder,  the 
Commander  of  the  Department,  Major  Tur- 
ner, Commander  of  the  Prison,  whose  bru- 
tality is  fully  illustrated  by  his  management 
of  it,  and  Richard  Turner,  Inspector  of  the 
Prison,  by  occupation  a  negro-whipper,  (see 
the  testimony  of  Colonel  Farnsworth,)  and 
whose  savage  nature  vented  itself  in  fre- 
quent acts  of  personal  insult  and  physical 
violence  toward  the  prisoners. 

Be  the  story  true  or  false,  it  is,  at  any  rate, 
consummately  befitting  and  consistent,  inas- 
much as  the  strongest  reasons  for  its  proba- 
bility may  be  derived  from  the  other  facts 
that  have  now  been  narrated.  If  true,  it  is 
strongly  corroborative  of  the  vindictive  pur- 
pose which  animates  the  Confederate  au- 
thorities. History  may  yet  write  it  so,  and 
therefoi'e  the  Commissioners  do  not  pass  it 
over  in  silence  because  of  any  doubt  that 
may  cling  to  it. 

Let  the  spectacle,  that,  probably,  came  so 
near  taking  place,  be,  at  least,  the  appropri- 
ate crown  and  close  of  this  portion  of  the 
narrative  ;  the  Union  raiders,  bounding  over 
the  fortifications  of  Richmond,  intent  upon 
rescuing  their  companions  from  a  captivity 
worse  than  death,  —  and  the  three  great 
brick  buildings  lifted  bodily  into  the  air, 
and  let  down  in  one  stupendous  crush  and 
ruin  upon  the  living  forms  of  twelve  hun- 
dred helpless  men  ! 

ni. 

i)ei?cription  of  Belle  Isle — No  shelter  provided 
from  the  heat  in  Summer,  or  from  the  coW  in 
Winter — Sufferings  during  the  late  severe  win- 
ter— Expedients  to  avoid  Freezing  to  Death — 
Lien  Frozen  to  Death — The  loathsome  and  inad- 
equate Food — Men  perishing  from  Hunger — 
Unavoidable  Filth  of  the  Camp  and  of  the  Men 
on  account  of  the  Rules — Neglect  of  the  Sick — 
Cruelty  to  the  Sick — Incidents  of  cruelty  in 
Hospitals. 

But  there  is  a  still  lower  depth  of  suffering 
to  be  exposed.  The  rank  of  the  officers, 
however  disregarded  in  most  respects,  induc- 
ed some  consideration,  but  for  the  private 
Boldiers  there  seemed  to  be  no  regard  what- 
ever, and  no  sentiment  which  could  restrain. 

It  is  to  this  most  melancholy  part  of  their 
task  that  the  Commissioners  now  proceed. 

Belle  Isle  is  a  small  island  in  the  James 
river,  opposite  the  Tredegar  Iron-works,  and 
in  full  sight  from  the  LIbby  windows.  It  has 
pretensions  enough  to  beauty  at  a  distant 
view  to  justify  its  name,  as  part  of  it  is  a 
bluff  covered  with  trees.  But  the  portion  on 
which  the  prisoners  are  confined,  is  low, 
sandy,  and  barren,  without  a  tree  to  cast  a 
shadow,  and  poured  upon  by  the  burning 
I'ays  of  a  Southern  sun. 

Here  is  an  enclosm-e,  variously  estimated 


to  be  from  three  to  six  acres  in  ext(  nt,  sur- 
rounded by  an  earthwork  about  throe  feel 
high,  with  a  ditch  on  either  side.  On  the 
edge  of  the  outer  ditch,  all  round  the  enclos- 
ure, guards  are  stationed  about  forty  feet 
apart,  and  keep  watch  there  day  and  night. 
The  interior  has  something  of  the  look  of  an 
encampment,  a  number  of  Sibley  tents  being 
set  in  rows,  with  "  streets  "  between.  These 
tents,  rotten,  torn,  full  of  holes, — poor  shel- 
ter at  any  rate, — accommodated  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  number  who  were  confined 
within  these  low  earth  walls. 

The  number  varied  at  different  periods, 
but  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  men  have 
been  imprisoned  in  this  small  space  at  one 
time,  turned  into  the  enclosure  like  so  many 
cattle,  to  find  what  resting  place  fhey  could. 
So  crowded  were  they,  that  at  the  least,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimated  area  given  them, 
there  could  not  have  been  but  a  space  two 
feet  by  seven,  and,  at  the  most,  three  feet  by 
nine,  per  man — hardly  a  genei'ous  allotment 
even  for  a  "  hospitable  grave." 

Some  were  so  fortunate  as  to  find  shelter 
in  the  tents,  but  even  they  were  often  wet 
with  the  rain,  and  almost  frozen  when  the 
winter  set  in.  Every  day  some  places  were 
made  vacant  by  disease  or  by  death,  as  some 
were  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  some  to 
buriaL 

But  thousands  had  no  tents,  and  no  shelter 
of  any  kind.  Nothing  was  provided  for  their 
accommodation.  Lumber  was  plenty  in  a 
country  of  forests,  but  not  a  cabin  or  shed 
was  built,  although  the  commonest  material 
would  have  been  a  grateful  boon  to  the  cap- 
tives, and  would  have  been  quickly  and  in- 
geniously employed  by  them. 

This  is  an  established  station  for  prisoners 
of  war,  and  yet  not  a  movement  has  been 
made,  from  its  beginning  to  this  moment,  to 
erect  barracks,  or  make  any  suitable  and  hu- 
mane provisions  for  the  comfort  of  those  con- 
fined there.  It  remains  to  this  day  an  open 
encampment,  close  under  the  walls  of  Rich- 
mond, and  well  known  to  the  Confederate 
authorities,  with  nothing  but  the  heavens  for 
its  canopy. 

Plere  then  these  thousands  lay  all  last  sum- 
mer, fall,  and  winter,  with  nought,  but  the 
sand  for  their  bed,  and  the  sky  for  their  cov- 
ering. What  did  they  do  in  the  summer  and 
early  autumn,  with  the  sickening  heat  of  a 
torrid  sun  pouring  upon  their  unprotected 
heads  ?  What  did  they  do  when  the  rain 
descended  and  the  floods  came  V  What  did 
they  suffer  when  the  malarious  fog  enveloped 
them,  or  when  the  sharp  winds  swept  up  the 
river,  and  pierced  their  almost  naked  and 
shivering  forms. 

Stripped  of  blankets  and  overcoats,  hat- 
less  often,  shoeless  often,  in  ragged  coats  and 
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rotting  shirts,  they  were  obliged  to  take  the 
weather  as  it  oaine.  Here  and  there  a  tent 
had  a  fire,  and  the  inmates  gathered  round 
it,  but  the  thousands  outside  shivered  as  the 
cold  cut  them  to  the  bone,  and  huddled 
together  for  warmth  and  sympathy. 

The  winter  came — and  one  of  the  hardest 
winters  ever  experienced  in  the  South — but 
atill  no  better  shelter  was  provided.  The 
mercury  was  down  to  zero  at  Memphis, 
which  is  further  south  than  Richmond.  The 
snow  lay  deep  on  the  gi-ound  around  Rich- 
mond. The  ice  formed  in  the  James,  and 
flowed  in  masses  upon  the  rapids,  on  either 
eide  of  the  island.  Water,  left  in  buckets 
on  the  island,  froze  two  or  three  inches  deep 
in  a  single  night. 

The  men  resorted  to  everj'  expedient  to 
keep  from  perishing.  They  lay  in  the  ditch, 
as  the  most  protected  place,  heaped  upon  one 
another,  and  lying  close  together,  as  one  of 
them  expressed  it,  "  like  hogs  in  winter," 
taking  turns  as  to  who  should  have  the  out- 
side of  the  row.  In  the  morning  the  row  of 
the  previous  night  was  marked  by  the  mo- 
tionless forms  of  those  "  who  were  sleeping 
on  in  their  last  sleep  " — frozen  to  death  ! 

Every  day,  during  the  winter  season, 
numbers  were  conveyed  away  stiff  and  stark, 
having  fallen  asleep  in  everlasting  cold. 
Some  of  the  men  dug  holes  in  the  sand  in 
which  to  take  refuge.  All  through  the  night 
crowds  of  them  were  heard  running  up  and 
down  to  keep  themselves  from  freezing. 
And  this  f;\te  threatened  them,  even  more 
than  it  would  have  threatened  most  men, 
exposed  to  an  equally  severe  temperature, 
even  with  such  thin  clothing  and  inadequate 
shelter — for  tliey  were  starving  ! 

The  A'ery  sustenance  of  animal  heat  was 
withheld,  and  one  of  the  most  urgent  occa- 
sions of  hunger,  a  freezing  temperature, 
which  makes  the  bodily  necessity  stronger, 
and  the  appetite  for  food  greater,  was  given 
full  opportunity  to  make  havoc  among  them. 
So  the  last  stay  and  power  of  resistance  was 
taken  away — the  cold  froze  them  because 
they  were  hungry, — the  hunger  consumed 
them  because  they  were  cold.  These  two 
vultures  fed  upon  their  vitals,  and  no  one  in 
the  Southern  Confederacy  had  the  merc-y  or 
the  pity  to  drive  them  away.  Only  once 
was  there  heard  a  voice  of  indignant  remon- 
strance in  the  rebel  Congress  from  a  noble- 
hearted  statesman,  but  it  was  heard  with 
indifference,  and  brought  about  no  allevia- 
tion. 

Read  the  rude  words  of  these  suffering 
men.  Put  together  their  testimony,  and 
what  a  harrowing  tale  it  tells  1 

They  were  fed  as  the  swine  are  fed.  A 
chunk  of  corn-bread,  twelve  or  fourteen  oun- 
ces in  weight,  half-baked,  full  of  cracks  as  if 


baked  in  the  sun,  musty  in  taste,  ontainiug 
whole  grains  of  corn,  fragments  of  cob,  and 
pieces  of  husks;  meat  often  tainted,  suspi- 
ciously like  mule-meat,  and  a  mere  mouthful 
at  that ;  two  or  three  spoonfuls  of  rotten 
beans ;  soup  thin  and  briny,  often  with  the 
worms  floating  on  the  surface.  None  of 
these  were  given  together,  and  the  whole  ra- 
tion was  never  one-half  the  quantity  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  a  healthy  man. 

The  reader  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  the  men  were  ravenous  when  the  ra- 
tions were  brought  in,  nor  remain  unmoved 
by  the  simple  and  touching  expressions 
which  fell  from  so  many  of  them  : — 

"  There  was  no  name  for  our  hunger." 

"  I  was  hungry — pretty  nearly  starved  to 
death  all  the  time." 

"  I  waked  up  one  night,  and  found  myself 
gnawing  my  coat  sleeve." 

"  I  used  to  dream  of  having  something 
good  to  eat." 

"  I  walked  the  streets  for  many  a  night — I 
could  not  sleep  for  hunger." 

"  I  lost  flesh  and  strength,  and  so  did  the 
others,  for  want  of  food." 

"  If  I  were  to  sit  here  a  week,  I  could  not 
tell  you  half  our  suffering." 

There  were  other  indications  of  the  des- 
perate famine  to  which  they  were  subjected. 
They  gnawed  the  very  boues  which  had  been 
thrown  away,  sometimes  breaking  them  up 
for  soup.  They  were  glad  to  get  the  refuse 
bread  which  was  occasionally  thrown  to  them 
by  the  guards.  They  even  ate  the  rats 
which  burrowed  in  the  encampment.  A  dog, 
belonging  to  an  officer,  straying  into  the  en- 
closure was  caught  and  secreted,  and  before 
he  could  reclaim  his  property,  it  was  torn 
apart  by  the  man  who  stole  it,  some  of  it 
eaten  by  himself,  and  the  remainder  sold  to 
his  comrades. 

So  reduced  were  they,  that  they  exchanged 
their  clothing  for  food,  and  left  themselves 
exposed  the  more  to  the  cold.  Under  the 
temptation  to  soC-ure  double  rations,  many 
worked  at  their  trades  of  blacksmithing  and 
shoemaking  tor  the  rebel  army. 

But  as  the  weary  months  drew  on,  hunger 
told  its  inevitable  tale  on  them  all.  They 
grew  weak  and  emaciated.  Many  found 
that  they  could  not  walk ;  when  they  at- 
tempted it  a  dizziness  and  blindness  came, 
and  they  fell  to  the  ground.  Dlai-rhoea,  scur- 
vy, congestion  of  the  lungs,  and  low  fevers 
set  in. 

To  add  to  their  suffering  there  came  the 
unavoidable  consequences  of  being  herded 
and  crowded  together,  but  in  this  case  espec- 
ially aggravated  by  a  most  unnecessary  re- 
striction. A  broad  beach  surrounded  the 
Island,  and  yet  only  about  seventy-five  men 
were  permitted  to  bathe  per  day  in  the  river, 
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in  squads  of  five  or  six  at  a  time.  At  this 
rate  it  was  literally  and  almost  accurately 
•what  so  many  of  the  men  state  :  that  they 
were  allowed  to  wash  themselves  only  once 
in  six  months. 

-  "  Lice  were  in  all  their  quarters."  Ver- 
min and  dirt  encrusted  their  bodies.  They 
were  sore  with  lying  in  the  sand.  None,  not 
even  the  sufferers  with  diarrhoea,  were  al- 
lowed to  visit  the  sinks  during  the  night,  and 
in  the  morning  the  gix)und  was  covered  and 
saturated  with  filth.  The  wells  were  taint- 
ed ;  the  air  was  filled  with  disgusting  odors.* 

Many  were  taken  sick  daily,  but  were  al- 
lowed to  suffer  for  days  before  they  were  re- 
moved to  the  hospitals,  and  when  this  was 
done,  it  was  often  so  late  that  the  half  of 
them  died  before  reaching  it,  or  died  at  the 
very  moment  their  names  were  being  re- 
corded. 

There  was  a  hospital  tent  on  the  island, 
which  was  always  full  of  the  sick.  It  had 
no  floor,  the  sick  and  dying  were  laid  on 
straw,  and  logs  were  their  only  pillows.  "  If 
you  or  I  saw  a  horse  dying,"  said  one, 
"  wouldn't  we  put  some  straw  under  his 
head  ?  "Would  we  let  him  beat  his  head  on 
a  log  in  his  agony  ?" 

When  this  tent  was  full,  the  sick  were  ta- 
ken to  a  hospital  in  Richmond. 

The  poor  creatures  were  often  as  prema- 
turely returned,  as  they  had  been  tardily  re- 
moved thither.  Often  were  they  seen  es- 
corted back,  so  weak  as  hardly  to  be  able  to 
move,  some  even  crawling  on  their  hands  and 
knees.  Colonel  Ely,  of  the  18th  Connecti- 
cut, saw  one  of  his  men,  a  former  schoolmate 
and  townsman,  George  Ward,  a  much  re- 
spected citizen  of  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
returning  to  the  island  in  this  condition,  Avith 
a  squad  of  others.  He  threw  him  a  ham, 
but  as  the  "  poor  fellow  crawled  to  get  it," 
says  Colonel  Farnsworth,  who  also  witnessed 
the  sad  condition  of  an  old  acquaintance, 
" the  rebel  guard  charged  bayonets  upon 
him,  called  him  a  damned  Yankee,  and  ap- 
propriated the  ham." 

An  incident  which  happened  in  the  very 
hospital  from  which  these  men  were  brought 
will  give  even  a  better  idea  of  hoAv  the  sick 
were  treated. 

Two  olHcers  made  their  escape.  Imme- 
diately all  the  patients  who  Avere  able  to 
sit  up  or  stand  were  taken  into  an  empty 
room  under  the  Libby,  and  kept  there 
twenty-four  hours,  Avithout  food  or  blank- 
ets, as  a  puishment  lor  not  having  reported 
the  contemplated  escape.  From  this  treat- 
ment Surgeon  Pierce  died.  Tlie  officers  in 
the  room  above  took  up  the  floor,  supplied 

*  This  taint  of  the  drinking  water  was  mentioned 
in  conversation,  but  was  accidentally  omitted  iu 
the  evidence. 
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the  sick  with  food  and  drink,  and  shared 
their  blankets  with  them.  For  this  they 
were  deprived  by  Major  Turner  of  rations 
for  a  whole  day. 

A  still  more  vivid  picture  of  a  hospital 
interior  is  given  by  Surgeon  Ferguson.  It 
is  of  the  notorious  and  horrible  Hospital 
No.  21,  where,  so  late  as  in  May  last.  Dr. 
Ferguson  says  "  the  wounded  Union  prison- 
ers were  under  treatment,  *  *  *  I  consider," 
he  adds,  "  the  noui-ishment  and  stimulation 
they  received  entirely  insuflicient  to  give 
them  a  proper  chance  for  recovery.  I  am 
surprised  that  more  do  not  die.  There  were 
many  bad  cases  among  them  that  must  in- 
evitably sink  imder  this  treatment  after  a 
few  days.  The  condition  of  these  men  was 
such,  that  any  medical  observer  would  im- 
pute it  to  insuflicient  stimulation  and  nutri- 
tion. 

"  The  bedding  where  the  privates  were 
confined  by  wounds  was  very  dirty ;  the 
covering  was  entirely  old,  dirty  quilts ;  the 
beds  were  offensive  from  the  discharges 
from  wounds  and  secretions  of  the  body, 
and  were  entirely  unfit  to  place  a  sick  or 
wounded  man  on. 

"  On  the  faces  of  the  wounded  was  an 
anxious  haggard  expression  of  countenance, 
such  as  I  have  never  seen  before ;  I  attrib- 
ute it  to  want  of  care,  want  of  nourishment 
and  encouragement." 

A  Hospital  Steward,  while  a  prisoner,  at- 
tending to  some  duty  in  the  hospital,  found, 
by  accident,  the  Confederate  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral's quarterly  report,  which  he  brought 
away  with  him  when  he  was  paroled.  By 
this,  it  appears  that  in  the  months  of  Jan- 
uary, February  and  INIarch  last,  out  of 
nearly  twenty-eight  hundred  patients,  about 
fourteen  hundred — or  half  the  number — 
died  !  This  document  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix.* 

And  what  Avas  here  done  in  prison  and 
hospital,  to  our  private  soldiers  on  Belle 
Isle,  and  to  our  officers  in  the  Libby,  was 
done  nearly  all  over  the  South.  These 
facts  ar-e  most  conspicuous  only  b,ecause  in 
the  foregi-ound.  But  from  almost  every 
station  in  the  distant  South,  of  which  any- 
thing is  knoAvn,  comes  the  same  story  of 
robbery  and  insult,  of  starvation  on  food 
both  bad  and  insufficient,  of  exposure — in 
the  day  to  heat,  and  in  the  night  to  the  frost — 
of  shootings  Avithout  warning,  of  close  and 
filthy  rooms  or  unsheltered  encampments, 
of  disease  without  care  or  medical  treat- 
ment, and  of  deaths  without  number. 

Danville  has  yet  the  Avhole  of  its  dreadful 
tale  to  tell.  Andersonville  has  yet  to  ac- 
count for  its  average  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  deaths  a  day,  at  which  rate  the  whole 

*  Page  55. 
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of  its  present  number — thirty-five  thousand 
— will  be  dead  in  a  few  months.* 

The  very  railroads  can  speak  of  inhuman 
transportations  from  one  point  to  another  of 
the  sick,  the  wounded,  and  the  unwounded 
together,  crowded  into  cattle  and  baggage 
cars,  lying  and  dying  in  the  filth  of  sickness, 
and  the  blood  of  undressed  wounds. 


IV. 

The  men  as  they  appeared  when  brought  on 
board  the  flag-of-ti-uce  boat,  and  into  the  Hos- 
pitals— Distressing  spectacle — Hunger,  naked- 
ness, filthiness — Disease  and  death  from  star- 
vation and  cold — Cries  for  food — Imbecility 
and  insanity  of  many — Opinions  of  the  sur- 
geons— The  i!iledical  Report  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  feel  at  liberty, 
in  presenting  a  naiTative  like  this,  every 
fact  of  which  is  rooted  in  the  appended 
testimony,  to  make  any  inferential  state- 
ments, although  there  are  some  incidents 
■which  are  as  essentially  connected  with  such 
a  state  of  things,  as  certain  known  effects 
are  with  certain  established  causes.  A 
hundred  scenes  of  suffering  could  be  im- 
agined and  depicted  by  one  conversant  with 
the  medical  and  other  phenomena  of  famine 
and  exposure  to  cold,  which  would  be  rec- 
ognized as  part  of  their  own  history  by 
those  who  saw  or  experienced  the  wretch- 
ed life  led  by  the  prisoners  on  Belle  Isle. 

But,  as  it  has  happened,  the  reader  is 
furnished  with  vivid  descriptions,  by  eye- 
witnesses, of  the  men  as  they  appeared  at 
the  time  of  their  transfer  into  the  hands  of 
the  United  States  Government,  and  they 
have  only  to  be  imagined  back  on  Belle 
Isle,  or  wherever  else  they  had  been,  to  get 
all  too  painful  a  conception  of  what  was 
daily  to  be  witnessed  thei'e. 

"I  have  been,"  said  Mr.  Abbott,  who, 
as   special  agent  of  the    Sanitary  Commis- 

*  At  the  very  moment  this  inquiry  is  con- 
cluded and  this  report  is  being  prepared,  a  me- 
morial is  brought  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  by  commissioners  appointed  bj'  the  prison- 
ers still  in  confinement  at  Andersonville,  repre- 
senting their  sufferings  and  appealing  for  succor. 
A  statement  is  also  published,  verified  under 
oath  by  three  of  these  soldiers,  who  were  ex- 
changed August  IGth.  These  documents  are  so 
remarkabl}'^  corroborative,  in  every  particular, 
of  the  results  developed  by  the  inquiry,  and,  in 
some  respects,  represent  a  state  of  thhigs  so 
much  worse  than  at  the  date  at  which  the  in- 
vestigation closed,  that  they  have  been  appended 
in  a  supplement,  which  will  be  found,  afcer  the 
evidence,  on  page  259.  The  frequent  menacing 
predictions  of  the  rebel  press,  and  the  evident 
precipitation  of  cruel  measures  upon  the  prison- 
ers which  is  exhibited  by  the  testimony  taken 
before  the  Commission,  find  a  fitting  confirma- 
tion and  counterpart,  in  this  the  latest  account 
which  has  come  &om  a  Southern  prison. 
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sion,  was  among  the  first  to  come  in  contact 
with  the  returned  prisoners — "  I  have  been 
on  the  battle-field,  and  in  the  hospitals,  and 
witnessed  much  suiTering,  but  never  did  I 
experience  so  sad  and  deplorable  a  con- 
dition of  human  beings  as  that  of  the  paro- 
led Union  prisoners  just  from  Belle  Island, 
and  the  rebel  prison  of  the  South." 

It  was  his  business,  for  a  period,  to  accom- 
pany the  flag-of-truce  boat  as  it  plied  be- 
tween City  Point,  Virginia,  and  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  bringing  home  thousands  of  the 
wretched  men.  The  greater  proportion  of 
them  were  living  skeletons,  and  each  suc- 
cessive boat-load  was  in  a  worse  condition 
than  the  last.  Hundreds,  at  each  trip,  were 
stretched  on  cots,  sick  with  every  form  of 
disease  which  could  have  been  induced  by 
confinement,  exposure,  and  bad  food.  A 
number  were  dying  ;  several  died  before 
the  boat  landed.  Every  one  was  in  a 
frightfully  filthy  condition.  All  were  de- 
ficient in  clothing.  Many  were  almost  na- 
ked, and  whatever  they  had  on  was  ragged 
and  dirty.  Their  hair  and  beards  had 
grown  long,  having  been  uncut  for  many 
months.  Their  bodies  were  encrusted  with 
dirt,  and  infested  with  vermin.  One  man 
had  convulsions  during  a  whole  trip,  caused, 
the  surgeon  said,  by  vermin.  The  vermin 
were  very  thick  upon  his  body,  and  he 
threw  his  attenuated  arms  about,  catching 
as  at  lice,  throwing  them  off,  and  slapping 
them  with  his  blanket. 

In  this  state  the  prisoners  were  landed, 
and  were  received  by  the  surgeons  of  An- 
napolis and  Baltimore. 

Many  were  so  weak  that  they  had  to  be 
carried  ashore  on  stretchers,  and  died  in 
the  brief  transit.  Others  tottered  to  the 
hospital,  with  the  little  strength  they  had 
remaining,  only  to  die  in  a  few  hours. 
Some  of  them  were  found  covered  with 
bad  and  extensive  sores,  caused  by  lying 
on  the  sand.  Many  had  lost  their  reason, 
and  were  in  all  stages  of  idiocy  and  imbecil- 
ity.* One  had  become  incurably  insane  in 
his  joy  at  being  delivered. 

Often  they  acted  like  children  and  had 
to  be  taught  again  the  decencies  of  life,  so 
long  had  they  been  unhabituated  to  them. 
A  number  had  partially  lost  their  sight, 
hearing,  and  speech.  One  man  was  point- 
ed out  to  the  commissioners  who  had  been 
so  covered  by  vermin,  that  after  having 
been,  as  was  supposed,  thoroughly  Avashcd, 
his  head  even  been  shaven,  was  laid  upon  a 

*  "  Wilson  was  exceedingly  debilitated,  and 
had  become  perfectly  childish,  and  almost  idiotic 
from  suflfering,  and  Strain  feared  that  bad  efTecta 
might  ensue  if  he  was  permitted  to  eat  as  much 
as  he  wished."  Darien  Exj)lor.  Exptd.  Harpers 
Month,  vol.  X.  p.  752. 
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clean  bed — in  ten  minutes  the  sheets  and 
his  clothing  were  covered  with  vermin  again. 
And  this  was  not  peculiar  to  him.  It  was 
only  an  instance  of  the  imavoidable  con- 
dition of  all.  In  some  cases  they  were  so 
eaten  by  lice  as  to  very  nearly  resemble  a 
case  of  scabbing  from  small  pox,  being  cov- 
ered with  sores  tiom  head  to  foot. 

Many  had  been  badly  frost-bitten,  and 
came  ashore  with  feet  partially  amputated. 
In  one  case  it  was  mentioned  to  the  visitors 
that  a  frozen  foot  fell  off  as  the  man  was 
being  carried  ashore  ! 

Without  exception  they  were  ravenous 
for  food.  Their  cries  for  something  to  eat 
were  pitiful  to  hear.  The  surgeons  had  to 
restrain  their  voracity,  and  keep  them  on 
small  quantities  of  liquid  food  lest  they 
should  kill  themselves  by  over-eating  or  by 
eating  solid  food.  They  would  often  en- 
treat for  the  sight  of  an  apple  or  a  piece  of 
meat,  that  they  might  enjoy  at  least  the 
vision  of  what  they  could  not  have. 

It  was  their  invariable  reply  in  answer 
to  the  question,  "  What  was  the  matter?" 
"  That  they  had  been  starved,  exposed,  and 
neglected  on  Belle  Isle  ?  " 

The  surgeons,  themselves,  were  unani- 
mous in  their  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of 
their  condition,  not  onlj'  from  the  uniform 
story  of  the  men,  but  from  the  character- 
istics of  the  different  diseases,  the  revela- 
tions of  the  post-mortem  examination,  and 
especially,  and  most  conclusively  of  all,  the 
invariable  treatment  which  proved  most  ef- 
ficacious ;  namely,  not  medication,  but  sim- 
ple nutrition  and  stimulation. 

They  all  agreed  in  attributing  the  con- 
dition of  the  men  to  one  or  more  of  the 
following  causes:  Deprivation  of  clothing; 
insufficient  food,  in  quantity  and  quality  ; 
want  of  fresh  air  on  account  of  over-crowd- 
ing; consequent  and  unavoidable  uncleaia- 
liness ;  want  of  adequate  shelter  during  the 
fall  and  winter ;  and  mental  depression  the 
natural  result  of  all. 

The  reader  will  be  impressed  by  the  em- 
phatic utterances  of  the  surgeons  : 

Surgeon  VanderKieft.  —  "  Their  con- 
dition is  on  account  of  ill-treatment  by  star- 
vation and  exposure,  as  I  am  convinced  is 
the  case  by  their  actual  condition  on  their 
arrival,  and  by  rations  shown  to  me.  That 
the  men  must  have  been  in  good  health 
Avhen  captured,  I  do  not  need  such  a  state- 
ment, as  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the 
regulations  which  govern  the  medical  de- 
partment of  our  army,  '  to  send  to  the  rear 
every  man  who  is  not  perfectly  able  to  bear 
arms.'  *  *  * 

"  The  diseases  most  common  among  these 
returned  prisoners  are  scurvy,  diarrhoea,  and 


congestion  of  the  lungs,  which  are  not  ame- 
nable to  the  ordinary  treatment  in  use  in 
civil  life,  or  in  hospitals  of  our  own  army  j 
they  are  most  successfully  mastered  by  high 
nutrition  and  stimulation,  with  cleanliness 
and  fresh  air — medicinal  treatment  being 
of  small  assistance  in  the  recovery  of  the 
sufferers,  and  often  being  entirely  dispensed 
with,  *  *  *  thus  proving  by  the  counteract- 
ing effect  of  good  food,  air,  cleanliness,  and 
stimulants,  that  these  disorders  are  the  re- 
sult of  the  causes  above  stated." 

Surgeon  Ely. — Speaking  of  the  dead 
whom  he  had  found  on  the  boats  as  they 
landed,  "  No  words  can  describe  their  ap- 
pearance. In  each  case  the  sunken  eye, 
the  gaping  mouth,  the  filthy  skin,  the  clothes 
and  head  alive  with  vermin,  the  repelling 
bony  contour,  all  conspired  to  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  were  looking  upon  the 
victims  of  starvation,  cruelty,  and  exposure, 
to  a  degree  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
humanity.  Nearly  every  instance  leads  us 
irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that  death  has 
been  owing  to  a  long  series  of  exposures 
and  hardships,  with  a  deprivation  of  the 
barest  necessities  of  existence.    *    *    *    • 

"  In  many  cases  that  I  have  observed,  the 
dirt  Incrustation  has  been  so  thick  as  to  re- 
quire months  of  constant  ablutions  to  recover 
the  normal  condition  and  function  of  the  in- 
teguments. Patients  have  repeatedly  sta- 
ted in  answer  to  my  interrogatories  that  they 
had  been  unable  to  wash  their  bodies  once 
in  six  months,  that  all  that  time  they  had 
lain  in  the  dirt.  *  *  *  In  many  instances 
this  is  the  prime,  exciting  cause  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  pulmonary  and  abdominal  or- 
gans which  are  so  constantly  found  among 
our  Richmond  patients."  * 

Surgeon  Parker. —  "  The  majority  of 
the  diseased  cases  were  diarrhoea,  caused  by 
bad  diet,  of  insufticient  and  bad  quality. 
They  have  resulted  from  the  want  of  variety 
of  diet.  I  found  nutrition  was  the  most  suc- 
cessful treatment.  I  do  not  consider  the 
(rebel)  rations,  I  have  seen,  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  life  for  any  long  time." 

Surgeon  Peters. —  "  The  post-mortems 
have  made  apparent  diseases  of  nearly  all 
the  viscera  to  a  remarkable  extent.f  Under 
a  spare  but  concentrated  diet  many  have  ral- 
lied. In  one  instance  a  boy  gained  fifty 
pounds  in  two  weeks.  I  think  nine-tenths 
of  the  men  weighed  under  one  hundred 
pounds.  They  had  an  uncontrollable  ap- 
petite." 

Surgeon  Chapel.  —  "  We  were  obliged 

*  See  his  evidence  for  a  report  at  lenj^th  of  tba 
results  of  the  post-mortem  examinations.  Ap- 
pendix p.     48. 

t  See  Dr.  Carpenter  on  Starvation,  where  fifty- 
two  per  cent  of  the  starved  were  thus  affected. 
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to  treat  tbem  as  children  in  regulating  their 
diet,  having  to  restrain  their  over-eating,  and 
confine  them  to  a  concentrated,  but  nourish- 
ing and  generous  diet.  Several  cases  had 
no  disease  whatever,  but  suffered  from  ex- 
treme emaciation  and  starvation  ***** 
All  gave  evidence  of  extensive  visceral  dis- 
ease, of  which  starvation,  cold  and  neglect 
were  undoubtedly  the  primary  cause.  Some 
of  the  cases  sank  from  extreme  debility,  with- 
out any  evidence  of  disease  as  the  cause  of 
death." 

The  professional  opinions  of  these  gentle- 
men, and  the  other  incidental  medical  testi- 
mony scattered  through  the  appendix,  will, 
without  doubt,  be  received  with  great  weight 
by  the  reader.  But,  after  all,  the  evidence 
of  the  men  themselves,  rudely  and  abruptly 
worded,  and  so  often  unconsciously  graphic 
and  pathetic,  will  come  more  convincingly 
to  the  popular  heart. 

It  will  be  enough  for  most  people  that  the 
captives  were  hungry  day  and  night,  and 
suffered  the  gnawing  pains  of  famine,  with 
its  dreams  and  delusions.  It  will  be  enough 
that  they  became  weak  and  emaciated  to  the 
degree  in  which  they  were  found  when  ex- 
changed. It  will  be  enough  that  they  were 
poisoned  by  foul  air  and  over-crowding ;  and 
that  they  wei'e  exposed  in  the  depth  of  win- 
ter to  the  cold,  without  shelter  and  without 
covering.  It  will  be  enough  that  thousands 
of  them  became  hideously  diseased,  and 
that  most  of  them  miserably  perished. 

People  do  not  need  any  other  information 
in  the  face  of  such  facts  as  these  in  order  to 
come  to  a  just  conclusion,  and  yet  there  is  a 
certainty  and  a  satisfaction  in  scientific  facts, 
and  in  the  testimony  of  nature,  which  ought 
to  be  recognized  in  an  investigation  like  this. 

For  this  reason  the  commissiooers  made 
the  investigation  also  a  scientific  one,  and 
append  a  medical  statement,  prepared  at 
their  request  by  one  of  their  number,  drawn 
likewise  from  the  evidence,  the  facts  and  ar- 
guments of  which  are  fully  indorsed  by  the 
medical  members  of  the  commission. 


V. 

Reported  suffering  of  the  Rebel  Army,  and  Em- 
barassment  of  the  Rebel  Government  for  want 
of  Supplies,  as  an  Excuse  for  Denying  Food 
and  Clothing  to  United  States  Soldiers — The 
Imposibility'of  there  being  any  such  Defici- 
ency— The  Physical  Condition  of  the  Rebel 
Army  perfect>-^Facts  drawn  from  Rebel  testi- 
mony. 

It  has  been  said,  and  has  been  the  gener- 
al impression,  that  the  rebel  government  was 
itself  embarrassed  for  want  of  supplies — that 
its  own  soldiers  were  naked  and  hungry,  and 
that  even  the  prison  guards  shared  the  pri- 
vations of  the  prisoners. 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  this  excuse,  urged 
strenously  by  their  friends,  and  half  accepted 
by  every  one  disposed  to  be  moderate  and 
just,  after  all,  only  accounts  for  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  rebels  to  their 
captives. 

Why  were  they  robbed  of  their  private 
property :  the  money,  and  the  few  trinkets 
a  man  usually  carries  with  him  ?  Or,  if  this 
was  the  uncontrollable  habit  of  a  wild  sol- 
diery, why  was  it  the  regular  proceeding 
of  the  Libby  authorities  on  the  entrance  of 
an  officer  ?  Why  was  it  often  done  with 
brutal  violence,  when  the  person  undergoing 
the  process  expostulated  ? 

By  whose  connivance  were  the  supplies  of 
food  and  clothing,  sent  from  the  North,  stolen  ? 
By  whose  neglect,  or  by  whose  order,  were 
they  withheld  in  immense  quantities  from 
men  palpably  starving  and  fi*eezing  ? 

How  is  it  that — after  three  years  of  war, 
during  which  everything  military  had  grown 
colossal  and  correspondingly  complete,  with 
them,  as  with  us, — that  no  extensive  bar- 
racks, even  of  the  cheapest  and  frailest  kind, 
offering,  at  least,  space  to  move  in,  and  shel- 
ter from  the  weather,  were  not  erected ;  but 
that  open  encampments,  or  city  warehouses 
too  small  for  such  occupation,  continue  in  use 
to  this  day  ? 

How  is  it  that,  even  under  such  circum- 
stances, supposing  them,  for  some  reason,  un- 
able to  have  done  better,  they  made  rules 
circumscribing  the  prisoners  still  further,  ex- 
posing them  to  the  poison  of  foul  air,  gener- 
ated by  unavoidable  personal  uncleanliness, 
and  by  the  equally  unavoidable  accumula- 
tions of  filth  under  certain  conditions  of  dis- 
ease, for  which  either  no  provision  was  made, 
or  if  made,  they  were  capriciously  prevented 
from  using  ?  * 

Why,  when  over-crowding  a  building  with 
captives,  did  they  make  an  imaginary  bound- 
ary line,  two  or  three  feet  inside  the  win- 
dows, to  be  observed  under  penalty  of  in- 
stant death  ?  How  is  it  that  the  guards 
were  not  only  permitted,  by  this  regulation, 
to  amuse  themselves  with  taking  the  lives  of 
the  prisoners,  upon  certain  given  opportuni- 
ties, but  were  negatively  encouraged  even  to 
murder  and  assassination,  by  the  indifference 
of  the  prison  authorities  ? 

* "  Sometimes  we  were  allowed  to  go  to  the 
privy,  and  sometimes  we  were  not.  We  have 
been  kept  from  it  so  much  as  three  days,  until  we 
fouled  the  floor."     Appendix,  page    34. 

"  After  we  tunnelled  out,  we  were  only  allowed 
to  go  to  the  privy  six  at  a  time ;  the  floor  was  iu 
one  mess — filthy;  an  ordinary  one  horse  wagon 
load  of  human  excrement  on  the  floor  every  morn- 
ing."    Appendix,  page     39. 

"  The  enclosure  on  Belle  Isle  was  a  mass  of  filtk 
every  morning,  from  the  inability  of  the  men  te 
proceed  to  the  sinks  after  evening."    Appendix 
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And  is  there  anything  to  account  for  the 
condition  of  their  hospitals  for  prisoners  ? 
Even  supposing  them  to  be  ill-supplied  with 
medicines,  there  were  common  remedies, 
easily  at  hand,  wliich  were  seldom  adminis- 
tered— or  supposing  them  to  be  ill-furnished 
with  hospital  comforts,  even  with  sheets  and 
bedding,  there  was  no  necessity  for  placing 
the  looimded,  as  well  as  the  sick,  on  beds  too 
foul  to  approach,  and  afterward  made  still 
more  ofFansive  by  the  permitted  accumula- 
tions of  the  secretions  and  putrid  discharges 
of  the  patients. 

Why,  also,  when  their  arrangements  in- 
duced so  much  sickness  and  disease,  did  they 
leave  the  men  to  suffer,  often  for  weeks,  be- 
fore thsy  removed  them  (and  then  like  sick 
animals)  from  the  encampment  or  the  prison 
to  the  hospital,  often  to  die  on  the  way,  or  as 
soon  as  they  were  put  in  the  hands  of  a  phy- 
sician ?  Why  did  they  discharge  them  when 
so  feeble  that  they  reeled  back  to  the  place 
of  captivity,  and  even  had  to  crawl  thither 
on  their  hands  and  knees  ?  Or  why,  as  in 
one  instance  (and  one,  under  such  circum- 
stances, may  be  many),  did  they  subject 
them,  even  before  they  were  convalescent 
and  discharged,  to  such  a  punishment  as  con- 
finement in  a  cell,  exposure  to  cold,  and  de- 
pi-ivation  of  food  ? 

These  grave  developments  of  the  testimony, 
by  no  means  new  to  many  at  the  North,  and 
occasionally  the  subject  of  newspaper  report 
(though  never  in  such  detail  as  now  related), 
have  as  yet  elicited  no  excuse  or  explanation ; 
and  until  an  excuse  or  explanation  comes, 
the  government  by  whom  such  things  are 
authorized,  and  the  people  by  whose  public 
sentiment  such  things  ai-e  encouraged,  will 
stand  an-aigned  for  almost  immeasurable  in- 
humanity and  criminality  before  the  civilized 
world. 

But  it  is  important  that  this  matter  of 
famine  and  freezing,  suffered  by  our  men, 
should  take  more  than  a  negative  place 
among  the  foregoing  positive  facts,  as  half 
explained  away,  if  it  should  appear  that 
neither  were  necessary  or  unavoidable. 

These  are  the  two  worst  developments  of 
the  inquiry — the  facts  cannot  be  denied,  for 
no  evidence  was  ever  more  closely  knit  in 
support  of  anything,  and  the  question,  there- 
fore, lies  open :  Were  the  people  who  were 
capable  of  these  other  unaccountable  and  in- 
excusable acts,  capable,  also,  of  deliberately 
withholding  necessary  food  from  their  prison- 
ers of  war,  and  furnishing  them  with  what 
was  indigestible  and  loathsome,  when  their 
own  army  was  abundantly  supplied  with  good 
and  wholesome  food  ?  Were  they  capable, 
also,  not  only  of  depriving  their  prisoners  of 
their  own  clothing,  but  also  of  withholding 
the  issue  of  sufficient  to  keep  them  warm. 


when  the  soldiers  of  their  own  army  were 
well-equipped,  and  well-protected  from  ex- 
posure to  the  wet  and  cold  ? 

But  the  inquiry  cannot  stop  at  this  point. 
If  they  were  capable  of  this,  then  they  were 
capable  of  beholding,  without  compassion, 
their  fellow  beings  subjected  to  the  worst 
and  most  lingering  agonies  which  humanity 
can  endure.  Putting  together  the  act,  and 
this  insensibility  to  its  consequences,  what 
other  deduction  can  be  drawn,  than  that  all 
was  a  pre-determined  plan,  originating  some- 
where in  the  rebel  counsels,  for  destroying 
and  disabling  the  soldiers  of  their  enemy, 
who  had  honorably  surrendered  in  the  field? 

And  has  it  come  to  this  ?  Has  the  oft- 
threatened  black  flag,  the  signal  of  a  foe  that 
has  no  mercy  and  gives  no  quarter,  been 
floating  all  this-,  time,  not  courageously  on 
the  battle  field,  but  over  prisons  and  hospi- 
tals in  the  South,  full  of  surrendered  and 
helpless  men  ? 

The  commissioners,  fi-om  the  outset,  con- 
sidered this  department  of  their  investigation 
to  be  fully  as  important  as  the  other,  and 
were  at  equal  pains  to  leave  it  no  longer  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  or  not  the  rebel 
govex-nment  was  unable  to  provide  their  pris- . 
oners  with  food  and  clothing,  good  and  suf- 
ficient. 

One  fact  was  evident  on  the  face  of  things, 
that  no  army  could  have  endured  such  forced 
and  violent  marches,  the  fatigues  and  expos- 
ures of  such  desperate  campaigning,  and  have 
kept  up  a  spirit  for  such  indomitable  fighting, 
unless  they  had  been  well-equipped,  and  their 
physical  condition  had  been  maintained  by 
every  means,  medical  and  commissary,  known 
in  a  well  regulated  army. 

The  rebel  authorities  could  not  afford  to 
swell  their  army  by  conscription  on  the  one 
hand,  and  to  let  the  material,  thus  obtained, 
escape  its  military  use,  by  famine  and  dis- 
ease on  the  other.  The  same  arbitrary  en- 
ergy which  could  enforce  the  one,  could 
provide  against  the  other. 

Nor  are  the  quotations  of  Confederate 
prices  any  criterion  by  which  to  judge. 
The  country  is  rich  and  fertile,  if  the  Con- 
federate currency  is  inflated  and  poor. 
Every  agricultural  resource  of  a  soil  and 
climate,  unsurpassed  by  any  other  in  the 
world,  has  been  quickened  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. The  necessity  has,  also,  in  three 
years,  developed  other  and  unknown  foun- 
tains of  supply — all  at  the  command  of  a 
strong,  desperate,  and  despotic  government, 
which  has  not  hesitated  to  employ  every 
means  to  keep  its  armies  on  the  most  per- 
fect military  footing. 

This  reasoning  is  borne  out  by  the  facts 
developed  in  the  inquiry.  The  testimony 
will  be  found  to  be  quite  a  revelation  of  the 
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rebel  mode  of  sustaining  an  army  and  a  war. 
Their  efficiency  in  this  respect  must  be  ad- 
mitted— an  elHcicney  created  partly  by  a 
greater  aptitude  and  inclination  for  the  sin- 
gle art  of  war,  than  for  the  many  arts  of 
peace  ;  and  partly  by  the  deadly  necessity 
they  are  under  for  the  most  strenuous  pos- 
sible dcfuni^e  of  their  rebellion,  on  account 
of  the  extraordinary  power  developed  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  from  the  testimony,  that  the 
guards  of  the  prisoners  (of  whose  privations 
so  much  has  been  said)  were  better  supplied 
with  food  than  the  prisoners.  The  question 
was  frequently  asked,  and  elicited  the  Invari- 
able reply,  that  they  did  not  share  the  same 
ration.  Tlieir  supply  was  of  a  diifcrent 
character,  and  was  enough.  Sometimes  they 
threw  iragments  of  food  to  the  hungry  cap- 
tives on  BV-lle  Isle.  It  will  be  remembered, 
that  at  the  time  the  Libby  prisoners  were  so 
insufficiently  fed,  a  room  in  the  cellar  was 
found  stocked  with  provisions  of  excellent 
quality. 

But  no  testimony  on  this  point  can  be  so 
satisfactory  as  that  derived  from  the  rebel 
Boldiei-s  themselves. 

Several  of  the  commissioners  went  directly 
from  Annapolis  to  AVashington  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  visiting  and  examining  the 
rebel  prisojners.  They  found  a  large  num- 
ber at  the  Lincoln  Hospital.  Although  these 
pi'isoners  were  suffering  from  wounds  received 
in  the  late  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Spottsylvania,  they  were  in  a  physical  con- 
dition which  alone  was  evidence  enough  of 
the  care  that  had  been  taken  of  them  by 
their  own  government.  In  every  case  they 
were  healthy,  hai-dy,  vigorous  men.  There 
was  scarcely  a  trace  even  of  the  terrible  fa- 
tigue they  had  so  recently  endured.  Better 
tli^an  all,  as  an  indication  of  their  condition, 
their  wounds  were  healing  as  only  the  wounds 
of  men  In  perfect  health  can  heal. 

Nine,  out  of  the  whole  number,  were  ex- 
amined under  oath.  The  formal  testimony 
Stopped  at  this  number,  as  it  was  found  by 
conversation,  that  all  had  the  same  account 
to  give,  and  it  was  needless  to  multiply  depo- 
sitions. They  came  from  six  of  the  principal 
■  States  of  the  Confederacy.  Two  were  from 
Virginia,  two  from  South  Carolina,  two  from 
Georgia,  one  from  Mississippi,  one  from  North 
Carolina,  and  one  from  Alabama.  , 

In  order  to  make  the  Inquiry  more  com- 
plete and  satisfactory,  certain  members  of 
the  Commission  afterwards  visited  Fort  Dela- 
ware, and  the  Hospital  on  David's  Island, 
New  York,  at  both  which  stations  rebels 
were  confined,  and  the  testimony  of  eleven 
more  was  procured.  The  men  were  from 
Virginia,  Georgia,  North  Carolina  and  Ms- 
sisslppi. 
THIRD  SERIES.     LIVLSG  AGE.     VOL.  XXVII. 


Tlie  evidence  of  these  three  separate  seta 
of  \vltnesses,  wlilch  has  been  placed  togcthei^ 
was  given  without  hesitation,  and  is  unitbrm 
and  reliable.  Any  amount  of  such  could 
have  l)een  procur(;d,  but  that  which  has  been 
taken  will  be  found  full  enough. 

The  result  of  the  whole  amounts  to  this  : 
In  the  words  of  one  of  them — ••  They  had 
nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  way  of  food 
and  clothing."  They  were  supplied  with 
rations,  only  a  few  ounces  less  than  the  over- 
generous  ration  of  the  United  States  army. 

The  quality  of  the  rebel  ration  was  as 
satisfactory  to  the  rebels  as  the  quantity. 
The  corn-bread  was  excellent,  made  by 
themselves  from  fine  meal.  One  of  them 
naively  observed  that  he  preferred  it  to 
Northern  meal !  They  had  never  had  any 
meal  furni:^hed  them  of  that  quality  which 
was  ground  with  the  cobs  and  husks,  and  in 
which  whole  grains  of  corn  occasionally  ap- 
peared. This  inferior  kind,  they  said,  was 
'•  given  to  stock." 

The  only  time  In  which  they  suffered  any 
privation  was  on  a  forced  march,  when  they 
were  in  advance  of  their  supplies — a  matter 
liable  to  occur  in  any  army. 

In  winter  they  lived  in  cabia''  or  tents, 
well  warmed,  and  well  supplied  with  fuel. 
None  ever  suffered  from  the  cold.  In  sum- 
mer the_y  were  sheltered  by  tents,  but  these 
they  Idft  behind  when  on  a  campaign.  They 
were  fully  supplied  with  clothing  and  with 
blankets  or  oilcloths.  A  requisition  on  the 
quartermaster  could  always  procure  any  ar- 
ticle that  was  necessary.  When  engaged  In 
active  service,  however,  they  carried  as  little 
as  possible^  only  the  clothes  they  had  on  and 
a  single  blanket,  but  no  man  was  restricted 
as  to  the  amount  he  might  carry.  It  may  be 
Imagined  what  a  condition  they  were  In,  un- 
der this  system,  as  respects  dirt,  vermin,  and 
rags,  after  a  long  campaign  and  a  pitched 
battle. 

They  describe  the  hospitals,  both  in  the 
city  and  in  the  field,  as  comfortable,  and 
with  sufficient  medical  attendance.  The 
bedding  and  sheets  In  Hospital  No.  4,  in 
Richmond,  was  said  by  one  of  them  to  be 
fully  as  good  as  those  on  David's  Island, 
New  York.  There  were  also  the  usual  deli- 
cacies for  the  si(.k. 

From  all  this,  It  appears  that  the  Southern 
army  has  been,  ever  since  its  organization, 
completely  equipped  in  all  necessary  respects, 
and  that  the  men  have  been  supplied  with 
everything  which  would  keep  them  in  the 
best  condition  of  mind  and  body,  for  the  hard 
and  desperate  service  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. They  knew  nothing  of  famine  or 
freezing.  Their  wounded  aad  sick  were 
never  neglected. 

So  do  the  few  details  of  fact  that  could  be 
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extracted,  without  suspicion  of  their  object, 
"^  from  the  soldiers  of  the  Southern  army,  con- 
firm  the  reasoaing  which   accounts  ibr  its 
efficiency. 

The  conchision  is  inevitable.  It  was  in 
their  power  to  feed  sufficiently,  and  to  clothe, 
whenever  necessary,  their  prisoners  of  war. 
They  were  perfectly  able  to  include  tliera  in 
their  military  establishment ;  but  thev  chose 
to  exclude  them  from  the  position  always  as- 
signed to  such,  and  in  no  respect  to  treat 
them  like  men  taken  in  honorable  warfare. 
Their  commonest  soldier  was  never  com- 
pelled, by  hunger,  to  eat  the  disgusting 
rations  furnished  at  the  Libby  to  United 
States  olficcrs.  Their  most  exposed  en- 
campment, however  temporary,  never  be- 
held the  scenes  of  suffering  which  occurretl 
daily  and  nightly  among  United  States  sol- 
diers in  the  encampni.  ut  on  Belle  Isle. 

The  excuse  and  explanation  are  swept 
away.  There  is  nothing  now  between  the 
Northern  people  and  the-dreadful  reality. 


VI. 


The  treatment  of  rebel  prisoners  atUniterl  States 
Stations — The  humane  orders  of  tlie  Government 
— Scene  at  Lincoln  Hospital — Interior  of  the  Sta- 
tion at  Fort  Delaware — Tlie  Hospi'.al  on  David's 
Island — Johnson's  Island — Point  Lookout — Tender 
care  of  sicl\  and  wounded  Itebels  at  all  these  Sta- 
tions— Kind  treatment  of  the  wounded  prisoners — 
Abundant  shelter,  fuel,  clothing,  and  food  fur- 
nished them — I'acilities  for  bathing  and  exercise — 
Small  mortality — No.  robbing — No  shooting — No 
abuse — Christian  burial  of  the  dead — The  con- 
trast of  the  Union  and  Rebel  prisoners  at  the 
moment  of  exchange. 

The  moment  has  now  come  for  the  re- 
verse to  this  melancholy  picture,  and  it  will 
be  as  grateful  to  the  American  peojole  at 
large,  as  it  was  to  the  Commissioners. 

Early  in  the  progress  of  their  investiga- 
tion, while  in  the  midst  of  the  sufferers 
taking  their  testimony,  and  occasionally 
hearing  floating  and  irresponsible  rumors 
of  equal  neglect  and  cruelty  on  our  part 
toward  the  rebel  prisoners  in  our  hands, 
they  determined  to  make  a  full  inquiry  in- 
to the  conduct  and  management  of  United 
States  Stations  where  they  were  confined. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  testimony  will 
be  found  devoted  to  this  department.  The 
variety  and  the  widely  separate  sources  of 
the  evidence,  will  only  make  more  conspicu- 
ous its  absolute  unity  and  truth.  It  reveals 
an  impressive  contrast,  point  for  point,  with 
that  which  has  just  been  narrated,  and  has 
turned  out  to  be  entirely  confirmatory  of 
what  (Quartermaster-General  Meigs  declares 
in    his    letter,*    "  that   such   prisoners   are 

*  See  page    55. 


treated  with  all  the  consi  leration  and 
kindness  that  might  be  expected  of  a  hu- 
mane and  Christian  people." 

The  design  of  the  Government  is  fully 
exhibited  in  the  circular  orders  issued  by 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners.! 

The  ration  was  to  be  generous  and 
abundant;  its  elements  of  the  fullest  va- 
riety. ^  Tiie  amount  issued  being  greater 
than  a  man  could  consume,  the  excess  over 
that  which  was  given,  was  to  go  to  the 
formation  of  a  Prison  fund,  which  was  to 
be  applied  in  various  waj'S,  (not  expressly 
provided  for  in  the  army  regulations,)  that 
would  promote  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  prisoners. 

Army  clothing  was  to  be  furnished  by 
requisition,  whenever  needed,  the  only  dif- 
ference being  that  the  buttons  and  trim- 
mings were  to  be  taken  from  the  coats,  and 
the  skirts  cut  so  short  that  the  captives 
should  not  be  mistaken  for  United  States 
soldiers. 

Careful  accounts  were  to  be  kept  of  the 
moiTcytmd  valuables  taken  from  each  pris- 
oner, which  accounts  were  to  accompany 
him,  if  transferred  from  one  post  to  another  ; 
and  v\'hen  paroled,  the  articles  were  to  bo 
returned.  They  were  to  be  permitted  to 
correspond  with  their  friends.  All  articles 
that  were  sent  to  them  were  to  be  delivered, 
if  not  contraband. 

The  hospital  had  its  separate  provisions. 
The  keepers  in  charge  were  to  be  "  respon- 
sible to  the  commanding  officer  for  its  good 
order,  and  the  proper  treatment  of  the  sick." 
A  fund  for  each  hospital  was  to  be  created, 
as  in  other  United  States  hospitals,  and  to 
be  expended  for  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  and 
"  objects  indispensably  necessary  to  promote 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  hospital." 

The  minute  directions  of  the  entire  order 
look  equally  to  the  security  of  the  prisoners, 
and  to  all  that  is  necessary  for  them  in  health 
or  sickness. 

The  commissioners  are  able  to  testify  that 
the  order  is  fully  carried  out.  They  took 
pains  not  only  to  procure  evidence  as  to  the 
fact,  but  to  see  for  themselves. 

Two  members  of  the  Commission  came, 
without  previous  notice,  to  the  Lincoln  hos- 
pital in  Washington,  where  they  had  heard 
that « several  hundred  of  the  rebels  lay, 
having  been  wounded  in  the  recent  bat- 
tles. The  chief  object  of  the  visitors  at 
the  time  has  been  already  mentioned.  But 
they  were  able  also  to  observe  how  well  the 
hospital  was  conducted. 

Altlioush    arriviuix    at    an    unseasonable 


t  The  whole  document  will  be  found  on  page 
I    5&. 
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bour,  wlion  tlio  snri7oons  and  ntirsos  were  !  The  followino:  dcsoription  is  from  notes 
examining  and  dn^ssinjj  the  wounds,  they  taken  on  the  spot  bv  one  of  the  pnrtv, 
Avere  instantly  admitted,  with  marked  and  |  and  written  out  immediately  afterward : 
cordial  eourtesy,  by  Chief  Surgeon  INIcKee,  I  "  The  prisoners  numbering  between  eight 
upon  his  learning  the  mission  upon  which  and  nine  thousand  were  loclged  outside  the 
they  had  come.         _  '  walls  of  the  fort,  (which  is  situated  on  an 

The  wards  were  airy  and  neat,  free  from  island,)  in  well  built  and  ventilated  barracks, 
olTensivo  odor,  the  beds  so  clean  that  the  and  have  free  access  at  all  hours  to  the  ad- 
visitors  sat  upon  them  while  taking  testi-  joining  enclosures  for  air  and  exercise.  They 
mony.  The  men  themselves  were  cheerful  were  permitted,  and,  indeed,  nrjied  to  bathe 
and'good-natured.  the  more  slightly  wounded  in  squads  in  the  river  and  to  wash  in  sluices 
crowding  up  curiously  to  know  what  was  to  which  the  tide  had  access  twice  in  the 
going  on,  until  requested  to  retire.  Some  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  facilities  for 
were  sitting  by  their  beds  reading  novels  or  these  purposes  were  so  great  that  any 
odd  numbers  of  periodicals,  now  and  then  a  man  might,  if  he  chose,  wash  his  whole 
bible.  They  were  always  ready  to  converse,  person  every  day,  and  swim  in  the  Dela- 
and  answered  the  questions  that  were  put  to  ware  twice  a  week, 
them  without  hesitation.  '-Everyman  is  furaished  with  a  commo- 

The  visitors  could  see  no  difference  in  dious  bunk,  with  the  head  raised  at  a  proper 
these  two  wards  from  the  twenty  or  more  inclination  above  the  feet,  presenting  a  strik- 
others  in  the  same  hospital  that  were  appro-  ing  contrast  to  a  Confederate  prison,  where 
priated  to  the  United  States  soldiers.  The  prisoners  sleep  on  the  floor,  or  on  the  earth, 
patients  were  mostly  in  clean,  white  under-  and  have  not  even  a  bunch  of  straw  between 
clothing,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  figure   them  and  the  ground. 

in  butternut-colored  uniform  here  and  there,  |  "  The  result  of  these  precautions,  and  of 
nothing  would  have  suggested  the  presence  ,  the  superior  ventilation  of  the  bai'racks  was 
of  an  enemy.  j  to  render  the  quarters  of  the  prisoners  free 

The  wounds  were  being  tenderly  unband-  from  the  unpleasant  odor  which  generallv  ex- 
aged  and  dressed  by  the  surgeons  and  their  ists  where  large  number  of  men  are  brouuht 
assistants.  Kindness  and  attention  were  together,  and  compelled  to  live  in  common, 
visible  everywhere.  Female  nurses  and  a  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  hospitals, 
white-hooded  Sister  of  Charity  were  con-  which  are  spacious,  clean,  and  in  good  order, 
stantly  moving  from  bed.  to  bed.  One  of  I  "  When  we  went  through  the  barracks, 
them  was  seen  carrying  a  waiter  of  iced  shortly  before  sunset,  tlie  men  were  gener- 
porter  to  the  wounded,  and  holding  the  glass  ally  out  of  doors  walking  about,  talkinf , 
to  the  lips  of  the  more  helpless.  i  playing  cards,  washing,  or  occupying  them- 

The  spectacle  was  in  remarkable  contrast  j  selves  in  other  ways.  They  appeared  in 
with  that  which  had  been  described  by  Dr.  !  general,  contented  and  cheerful.  Many  of 
Ferguson,  only  the  evening  before,  as  wit-  j  them  had  improvised  sutler's  shops,  and 
nessed  by  him  in  Hospital  No.  21,  Richmond,  I  were  seated  on  the  ground  or  boxes,  sell- 
where  our  soldiers  lay  amid  the  secretions  of  :  ing  coffee,  broiled   ham,  bread,  and   other 


their  body,  and  the  purulent  discharges  of 
their  wounds,  dying  of  neglect,  and  for  want 
of  the  commonest  medical  attention. 

Some  time  after  this,  two  members  of  the 
commission  made  an  especial  visit  to  Fort 
Delaware,  for  the  express  purpose  of  exam- 


ining into  the  prison  and  hospital  arrange-  fmen  as  were  willing  to  be  detailed  to  per 


ments  there,  in  order  to  give,  in  this  narra- 
tive, their  own  direct  testimony  and  de- 
scription, as  well  as  whatever  evidence  they 
might  be  able  to  collect. 

They  fixed  upon  Fort  Delaware  because 
it  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  of  the 
United  States  stations  for  prisoners  of  war, 
and  because  it  had  been  the  object  of  vari- 
ous rebel  reports.* 

*  A  recent  specimen  from  the  Richmond  De- 
tpatcli,  July  14tli.  Speaking  of  some  returned 
prisoners,  the  account  run~:  "They  were  f^ul)- 
sequently  imprisoneil  at  Fort  Delaware,  where 
those  wiio  had  money  fared  pretty  well,  but 
Others,  less  fortunate,  suS'ered  mauy  privations. 


articles  of  food  to  their  comrades,  who  were 
gathered  around  laughing  and  chatting. 

"  The  means  to  prosecute  this  traflic  came, 
we  were  told,  from  sympathizing  friends  in 
different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  from  small 
sums  of  money  paid  as  wages  to  such  of  the 


form  various  duties  outside  of  the  barracks 
at  different  points  on  the  island.  We  tasted 
the  cofJ'ee,  which  was  sold  for  five  cents  a 
pint,  and  found  it  well  made  and  palatable. 

"  Much  good  humor  seemed  to  prevail,  and 
there  was  not  a  little  good-natured  laughter 
while  we  were  making  the  purchase.  "  We 
were  struck  by  the  assured  yet  affable  air 
with  which  General  Schopf  moved  through 

They  state,  that  the  condition  of  the  Confederate 
prisoners  at  that  point  is  deplorable  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  stronjly  urge  the  adoption  of  some 
measures  for  their  relief.  Sickness  is  very  prev- 
alent among  them,  while  the  rations  are  meagre 
and  of  poor  quality." 
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the  dense  throng  that  pressed  to  look  at  the 
visitors.  He  was  unattended  even  by  an 
orderly.  His  manner  indicated  a  conscious- 
ness that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  indi- 
vidual resentment. 

"  In  addition  to  the  water  of  the  river 
which,  as  already  stated,  is  accessible  at 
all  times  for  the  purposes  of  cleanliness, 
thirty  thousand  gallons  of  drinking  .water 
are  brought  every  day  from  the  Brandy- 
wine,  and  distributed  among  the  prisoners 
and  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  by  means 
of  large  hose  and  a  forcing  pump  worked  by 
a  steam  engine.  Health  and  comfort  are 
therefore  studied  in  this  as  in  other  particu- 
ai's,  but  it  was  at  first  Ibund  difficult  to  pre- 
vent the  prisoners  from  drinking  from  shal- 
low wells  dug  by  themselves,  the  water  of 
which  is  brackish,  and  has  a  tendency  to 
produce  disease. 

•'  The  rations  issued  to  the  prisoners  were 
the  subject  of  an  attentive  examination. 
We  tasied  the  bread,  which  is  made  of  four 
parts  of  ilcjLir  and  oue  of  Indian  meal,  and 
found  it  of  superior  quality,  sweet  and  pala- 
table ;  better  indeed  than  is  met  with  at 
hotels  or  places  of  resort  in  the  country ; 
quite  as  good  as  may  be  found  in  afly  well- 
ordered  family.  The  meat  was  also  sweet 
and  of  good  quality.  The  diet  is  judiciously 
varied,  potatoes  and  fresh  vegetables  being 
furnished  in  large  quantities,  wherever  the 
health  of  the  men  appears  to  require  it. 
The  rations  actually  received  by  the  prison- 
ers until  the  1st  of  June,  18G4,  were  nearly 
three  pounds  of  solid  food  for  each  man 
per  day,  besides  coffee,  sugar,  molasses,  etc. 
The  (juantity  was  then  reduced  to  about 
thirty-lour  and  a  half  ounces  per  diem.* 

"  The  healtli  of  the  ])risoners  is  as  care- 
fully considered  in  the  matter  of  clothing,  as 
in  other  respects;  those  who  recjuire  blan- 
kets or  additional  garments  being  su]:)plied 
with  them  on  proper  application.  Large 
numbers  of  coats,  pantaloons,  etc.,  were  is- 
sued in  this  way  during  the  past  and  pre- 
vious winters.  When  a  prisoner  is  placed 
on  the  sick  list,  and  taken  to  the  hospital!^ 
he  is  put  in  a  warm  bath,  supplied  with 
clean  under-clothing,  and  then  laid  on  a 
bed  with  clean  sheets,  in  an  airy  apart- 
ment, where  his  condition  is,  so  far  as  his 
disease  will  permit,  one  not  only  of  com- 
parative but  absolute  comfort. 

"  The  percentage  of  deaths  at  Fort  Dela- 
ware was,  during  some  months  of  last  autumn 
and  winter,  large.     This  result  arose  ft'om  a 


er 
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*  "  The  reduction  recently  miule  hi  the  prison- 
's rations,"  writes  QuMrLermu.ster-Geneiiil  Meigs, 
ine   6th,  "wiis   for  the   purpose  of  bringiuf;   it 


nearer  to  whnt  the  rebel  authorities  jjrolcss  to 
allow  their  soldiers,  and  no  complaint  has  been 
heard  of  its  insuificiency." 


variety  of  causes  originating  before  the  pris- 
oners were  captured  and  brought  to  the 
island,  and  which  the  officers  there  could  not 
at  first  remove  or  control.  Among  these 
may  be  enumerated  the  want  of  vaccination, 
which  seems  to  be  as  rare  among  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  South  as  it  is  general  at  the 
North  ;  the  attempts  made  by  the  prisoners 
to  vaccinate  each  other,  whidi  often  caused 
disease  of  a  dangerous  type  from  the  charac- 
ter of  the  virus  employed  ;  and  the  bad  state 
of  the  body  of  many  of  the  men  taken  at  and 
near  Vicksburg,  who  were  broken  down  by 
hardships  and  fatigues  sustained  before  their 
capture,  as  well  as  by  the  influence  of  the 
terrible  malaria  of  the  South. 

"  But  while  the  ratio  of  mortality  among 
the  American  soldiers  in  the  hands  of  the 
rebels  has  continued  to  augment  with  time, 
the  health  of  the  Confederate  prisoners  at 
Fort  Delaware  has,  on  the  contrary,  im-  \ 
proved  under  the  intluenc^e  of  good  food  or 
kind  treatment,  until  in  May,  18()4,  but  sixty- 
two  died  out  of  eight  thousanil  oue  hundred 
and  twenty-six  confined  at  the  island. 

"  The  cruel  and  unusual  rule  by  v.diich  an 
approach  to  the  windows  from  inadvertence, 
or  for  the  most  innocent  purpose,  is  made  an 
offense  punishable  with  death  in  tiie  Confed- 
erate prisons,  is,  it  need"  hardly  l)e  said,  un- 
known in  Fort  Delaware.  Few  restraints 
are  imposed,  and  those  only  such  as  are  im- 
peratively necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
order  and  cleanliness  among  a  numerous  and 
motley  crowd,  which  necessarily  contains 
some  men  of  gross  and  filthy  habits."  * 

Shooting  was  never  resorted  to  unless  a 
rule  was  grossly  and  persistently  violated. 
Even  then  the  direction  was  to  oi'der  the 
prisoner  "  three  distinct  times  to  halt;  "  and 
if  he  "  Allied  to  halt,  when  so  ordered,  the 
sentinel  nuist  enforce  his  order  by  bayonet  or 
ball."  Tliere  were  but  five  instances  of 
shooting,  under  these  instructions,  and  they 
were  in  everj-  case  in  obetllence  to  them. 

It  is  hai'dly  worth  while  to  notice  the 
question  whether  any  were  shot  for  looking 
out  of  the  windows.  No  such  onler  was  ever 
given  in  this,  or  any  other  United  States 
Station.  Here  the  windows  were  seen  filled 
with  the  prisoners. 

The  Commissioners  are  under  great  obli- 
gations to  General  Schcipf,  Commander  of 
the  Post,  for  the  courtesy  shown  them,  in 
personally  conducting  them  over  the  station, 
and  to  the  surgeons  and  officers  in  attend- 
ance, who  rea(lily  furnished  all  the  evidence 
that  was  asked  for.  It  was  here  that  the 
documents,  the  general  circular,  the  orders, 
and  the  schedules  of  rations  and  clothing 
were  obtained.         , 

*  From  notes  by  Judge  Hare. 


TO   PRISONERS    OF   WAR. 


The  testimony  is  exceedingly  full  and  sat- 
isfactory on  all  points.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  a  prison  fund  was  formed,  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations,  from  the  excess  of  the 
ration  issued  over  the  ration  given,  and  that 
the  amount  was  spent  for  vegetables,  and  ar- 
ticles of  convenience.  But  even  with  this 
withholding  of  part,  so  great  was  the  abund- 
ance of  food,  that  the  prisoners  hid  loaves  of 
bread,  crackers  and  meat  under  the  bunks. 
These  were  repeatedly  found  there  in  large 
quantities  during  an  examination  of  the  bar- 
racks. 

Capt.  Clark  was  able  to  save  sometimes 
between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars  a 
month  out  of  surplus  rations,  and  yet  every 
care  was  taken  that  too  much  was  not  with- 
held. The  overseers  were  frequently  asked 
if  the  prisoners  complained  of  not  having 
erwugh,  and  were  ordered  "  to  give  them 
more,  and  let  no  man  want."  A  complaint 
was  scarcely  ever  heard. 

It  will  be  noticed  what  enormous  quanti- 
ties of  clothing  were  issued,  at  this  post 
alone,  to  the  prisoners.  In  eight  mouths 
over  thirty-five  thousand  articles  were  dis- 
tributed, compnsing  every  species  of  clothing 
(from  shoes  and  stockings,  shirts  and  drawers, 
to  woollen  blankets  and  great  coats.  Most  of 
these  were  given  on  the  approach  of  cold 
weather. 

Every  one  without  a  blanket  or  overcoat 
of  his  own  was  provided  with  one.  All  had 
at  least  two  blankets,  and  those  who  were 
delicate  had  more. 

The  barracks  were  made  comfortable  by 
stoves.  Fuel  was  never  wanting,  and  the 
fires  were  kept  up  by  attendants.  No  less 
than  thirteen  hundred  tons  of  coal  were  con- 
sumed last  winter  and  spring  by  the  prison- 
ers. 

In  hot  weather  equal  provision  was  made 
for  their  comfort,  especially  in  the  hospitals. 
The  visitors  noticed  in  the  latter,  even  green 
shades  covering  the  windows,  and  a  water- 
cooler  in  every  ward,  filled  with  ice,  for  the 
free  use  of  tlie  patients. 

Gen.  Schopf  informed  the  visitors  that  in 
every  case  of  death,  the  body  was  removed 
to  a  neat  grave  yard  on  the  opposite  shore, 
and  the  burial  service  of  the  Episcopal 
church  was  read  over  the  grave. 

It  was  found,  by  further  investigation,  that 
the  arrangements  of  every  other  United 
States  Prison  Station  and  Hospital  were  the 
same  as  those  of  Fort  Delaware.  The  same 
regulations  were  observed  in  all.  The  iden- 
tical diet-tab'e,  containing  the  minute  direc- 
tions of  the  Surgeon-General  at  Washington, 
was  hung  up  as  conspicuously  in  the  hospital 
for  rebels  as  that  for  the  United  States  sol- 
dier. 

The  De  Camp  General  Hospital,  on  Da- 
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vid's  Island,  New  York,  was  a  counterpart  of 
that  just  described.  The  testimony  t£iken  by 
one  of  the  commissioners,  is  almost  a  repeti- 
tion of  that  taken  at  Fort  Delaware.  The 
only  variations  which  occur  are  additions  to 
the  facts  already  recited. 

None  of  the  prisoners  were  ever  deprived  of 
money  or  valuables.  Some  of  them  had  ar- 
rived in  a  filthy,  horrible  condition,  ragged, 
barefooted  and  bareheaded,  covered  with 
vermin,  (a  condition  easily  accounted  for  by 
the  peculiar  and  desperate  style  of  Southern 
campaigning,  where  no  tents  or  bagijage 
were  allowed  to  encumber,  and  the  soldier 
had  to  wear  the  same  inichanged  suit  tiu-ough 
many  days  of  forced  marching  and  violent 
fighting.)  Within  a  few  hours  the  men, 
having  been  stripped  of  all  their  clothing, 
which  was  removed  and  burned,  were  washed, 
furnished  with  clean  linen,  and  placed  on 
clean,  well-aired  beds.  Full  suits  of  clothing 
were  issued  to  them.  ^Vhen  the  weather 
became  cold  they  Avere  removed  from  tents 
to  spacious  pavilions,  furnished  with  abundan't 
fuel.  No  one  was  ever  frostbitten.  None 
were  ever  shot  at.  They  were  given  the 
whole  island  inside  the  line  of  sentries  for 
exercise.  Formerly  they  had  been  allowed 
to  go  fishing  and  clamming,  till  several  es- 
caped, when  the  line  of  sentries  was  placed 
on  the  beach. 

They  had  preciseh*  the  same  rations  as  the 
Federal  sick  and  wounded.  Drinking  water, 
cooled  with  ice,  was  furnished  in  profusion. 
Soap,  towels,  and  combs  were  distributed 
for  their  private  use.  There  was  a  nurse  to 
every  ten  of  them.* 

It  will  not  surprise  the  reader  to  hear  of 
the  small  mortality,  although  nine-tenths 
were  suffering  from  wounds. 

One  most  pleasing  feature  of  this  hospital 
is  developed  in  the  testimony  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Lowry,  its  chaplain.  A  library  of  two  thou- 
sand volumes,  formerly  used  by  the  United 
Slates  soldiers,  was  even  more  used  by  the 
Confederates.  They  were  furnished  with 
Bibles,  Prayer  Books,  and  other  religious 
publications.  Religious  services  were  held 
twice  on  Sunday,  and  two  or  three  times 
during  the  week.  The  chapel,  which  ^vould 
accommodate  three  hundred,  was  often 
crowded.  Whenever  a  death  occurred,  the 
funeral  was  conducted  according  to  the  form 
of  the  Episcopal  church. 

Johnson's  Island,  in  Ohio,  has  been  an  es- 
pecial subject  of  rebel  mis-statements.  It  is 
a  pleasant,  healthy  spot,  three  hundred  acres 
in  extent,  in  Sandusky  Bay,  close  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Kelley's  Island,  which  is  a 

*  Each  pavilion  had  from  two  to  four  water  clos- 
ets. Chairs  and  bed  pans  were  provided  for  those 
unable  to  reach  thera.  Ample  structures  were 
also  erected  on  the  beach. 
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favorite  place  of  summer  resort.  The  two 
Islands  are  much  alike. 

The  climate  is  teslified  to  be  as  favorable 
tc5  liealth  as  that  of  Newport  or  Saratoga  in 
summer,  or  Cincinnati  and  Dayton  in  winter. 
Like  Fort  Delaware  it  is  a  military  prison 
and  hosj»ital.  The  buildings  are  spacious, 
new,  and  in.  good  order.  The  sanitary  and 
other  regulations  of  similar  stations  are  ob- 
served here  in  all  particulars. 

Although  in  winter  the  weather  was  so 
cold  that  the  lake  was  frozen  to  the  main 
land,  three  miles  distant,  and  the  govern- 
ment teams,  conveying  supplies,  were  able  to 
cross  upon  the  ice,  yet  so  well  warmed  were 
the  barracks,  that  not  a  single  instance  of 
treatment  for  exposure  to  cold  was  known, 
except  in  the  case  of  some  who  attempted  to 
escape. 

A  spacious  square,  enclosed  by  the  build- 
ings, was  given  up  to  the  prisoners  for  exei*- 
cise,  and  they  were  allowed  to  be  in  the 
open  air  all  day. 

The  statistics  of  mortality  will  be  astonish- 
ing to  read,  after  hearing  the  rebel  stories. 
In  twenty-one  months,  out  of  an  aggregate 
of  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  prison- 
ers, there  were  only  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  deaths.  The  number  in  prison  at  one 
time  never  exceeded  two  thousand  seven 
hundred.  In  the  months  of  I\Iay  and  June 
last,  there  were  about  two  thousand  three 
hundred  prisoners.  In  May  five  died ;  in 
June  only  one ! 

Point  Lookout  was  still  another  post  which 
had  been  subjected  to  the  rebel  statement 
that  the  prisoners  thei'e  suffered  from  cruelty 
and  neglect.  Miss  Dix,  who  visited  those 
very  prisoners,  sutliciently  disposes  of  the 
slander.  JShe  says,  "  They  were  supplied 
with  vegetables,  with  the  best  wheat  bread, 
and  fresh  and  salt  meat  three  times  daily  in 
abundant  measure  —  the  full  government  ra- 
tion. 

•■  In  the  camp  of  about  nine  thousand 
rebel  prisoners,  there  Avere  but  four  hundred 
reported  to  the  surgeon.  Of  these  one  hun- 
dred were  confined  to  their  beds,  thirty  were 
very  sick,  and  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty 
would  never  recover. 

"  The  hospital  food  consisted  of  beef-tea, 
beef-soup,  rice,  milk-punch,  milk,  gruel,  lem- 
onade, stewed  fruits,  beefsteak,  vegetables, 
and  mutton.  White  sugar  was  employed  in 
cooking.  The  supplies  were,  in  fact,  more 
ample  and  abundant  than  in  hospitals  where 
our  own  men  wei-e  under  treatment." 

The  surgeons  of  the  various  hospitals,  in 
several  instances,  allude  to  the  excellent 
condition  of  the  prisoners  when  discharged 
and  exchanged,  and  in  the  statement  of  IMiss 
Di.K  will  b«  found  a  brief  description  of  their 
appearance  when  leaving  the  flag-of-truce 


boat  for  their  own  linos :  "  All  were  in  vig- 
orous health,  equipped  in  clothes  furnished 
by  the  United  States  Government,  many  of 
them  with  blankets  and  haversacks." 

And  here  terminates  the  contrast,  which 
the  reader  has  probably  been  drawing 
throughout,  between  the  military  stations  ibr 
prisoners,  North  and  South,  Union  and 
Rebel. 

But  the  contrast  must  have  been  over- 
whelming at  the  point  to  Avhich  this  narra- 
tive has  now  come.  When  the  flag-ot-trnce 
boat  landed  within  the  rebel  lines,  the  two 
systems  confronted  each  other.  On  one 
side,  hundreds  of  feeble,  emaciated  men, 
ragged,  filthy,  hungry,  diseased,  and  dying  ; 
on  the  other  an  equal  .number  of  strong  and 
hearty  men,  clad  in  the  army  clothing  of  the 
Government  against  which  they  had  fought, 
having  been  humanely  sheltered,  fed,  cleans(*d 
of  dirt,  cured  of  wounds  and  disease,  and  now 
honorably  returned  to  fight  that  Government 
again. 

The  public  sentiment  of  the  North,  out- 
raged as  it  may  have  been,  would  never 
have  permitted  any  other  than  this  Christian 
and  magnanimous  course. 


VII. 

The  three  points  now  Investigated  —  The  conohision 
of  the  Commissioners  —  Tlicse  privations  and  suf- 
ferings were  designedly  inflicted  —  Tlic  late  ;ippc;il 
to  Divine  and  human  judgrment  upon  tlnir  cause 
by  tlie  rebel  government  —  The  spirit  of  tliat  cause 
identical  with  the  spirit  which  originated  and  de- 
fends it. 

Such  are  the  facts  which  have  been 
brought  to  light  by  the  inquiry  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

There  were  three  points  before  them  to 
be  investigated.  They  were  retjuested  to 
ascertain  "  the  true  physical  condition  of  the 
prisoners  recently  discharged  by  exchange 
from  confinement  at  Richmond  and  else- 
where." They  were  also  requested  to  as- 
certain whether  these  prisoners  "  did  in  fact, 
during  such  confinement,  suffer  materially 
for  want  of  food,  or  from  its  defective  quality, 
or  from  other  privations  and  sources  of  dis- 
ease." * 

This  duty  has  been  performed,  and  the 
result  is  now  before  the  ])ub!ic. 

Tliere  was  one  other  point  which  the  Com- 
missioners were  recjuested  to  make  clear : 
"  Whether  the  jmvations  and  sufl'erings  of 
the  prisoners  were  desir/nedl//  inflicted  on 
them  by  military  or  other  autliority  of  the 
rebel  government,  or  were  due  to  causes 
which  such  authorities  could  not  control." 

This  question  has  already  been  alluded 
to  digressively,  but  its  full  answer  properly 
belongs  to  this  stage  of  the  narrative,  when 
the  whole  field  of  the  investigation  is  before 
the  reader. 
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Tlie  feeling  lingered  in  the  minds  of  the 
Commissioners  as  the  investigation  went  on, 
that  this  dreadful  condition  of  things  might 
be  attributable  to  even  other  causes  than 
the  possible  destitution  of  the  rebel  govern- 
ment. This  latter  consideration,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was,  at  an  early  moment,  en- 
tirely disposed  of  Any  unconscious  or  un- 
intentional form  of  crime  is  lels  repi'ehensi- 
ble  than  that  which  is  knowingly  or  deliber- 
ately committed.  The  question  thei'elbre 
suggested  itself  whether  all  this  migjit  not 
have  been  owing  to  the  negligence  and  in- 
competence incident  to  an  immature  social 
system,  or  to  the  thoughtlessness  of  a  reckless 
people,  or  to  the  mismanagement  of  an  im- 
provident government.  This  was  the  only 
alternative,  and  was  sufHciently  discredita- 
ble. But  it  was  altogether  more  probable 
that  a  whole  people  and  government  could 
unite  in  being  thoughtlessly  and  inconsider- 
ately cruel,  than  consciously  and  purposely 
so.  The  latter  was  something  too  revolting 
to  be  entertained  or  believed.  The  whole 
current  of  public  feeling  and  public  princi- 
ple generated  by  the  spread  of  Christianity, 
and  the  progress  of  civilization,  is  so  averse 
to  anything  of  the  kind  that  the  majority  of 
people  are  made  almost  incapable  of  com- 
prehending, or  even  imagining  such  a  state 
of  mind  in  any  community. 

And  yet  it  is  to  this  very  conclusion  that 
every  one  must  come  who  carefully  weighs 
the  testimony.  Every  doubt  and  misgiving 
successively  disappears.  Xo  other  theory 
will  cover  the  immensity  and  variety  of  that 
system  of  abuse  to  which  our  soldiers  are 
subjected.  Tiiat  abuse  is,  in  all  its  forms,  too 
general,  too  uniform,  and  too  simultaneous 
to  be  otherwise  than  the  result  of  a  great 
arrangement.  One  prison-station  is  like  an- 
other —  one  hospital  resembles  another  hos- 
pital. This  has  been  made  especially  ap- 
parent by  intelligence  that  has  reached  the 
public  just  as  this  investigation  is  closing, 
and  this  report  is  being  written.  The  re- 
mote prison  at  Tyler,  in  Texas,  sends  out  a 
tale  of  sufliering  identical  with  that  described 
in  these  pages.  It  was  only  a  few  weeks 
ago,  that  the  streets  of  New  Orleans  beheld 
a  regiment  of  half-starved  and  half-naked 
men,  who  had  just  been  released  from  that 
station.  Still  more  heart-rending  is  the  later 
account,  given  in  a  memorial  to  the  Presi- 
dent, from  Andersonville,  Georgia,  and  in 
the  full  description,  verified  on  oath,  of  what 
is  now  being  suffered  there  by  the  im- 
prisoned soldiers  of  our  army.  It  would 
appear  to  be  Belle-Isle  five  times  enlarged, 
and  ten-fold  intensified.  An  enormous  mul- 
titude of  thirty-five  thousand  men  are  crowd- 
ed together  in  a  square  enclosure  or  stockade 
of  about  twenty-five  acres,  with  a  noxious 
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swamp  at  the  centre,  occupying  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  space.  Here  the  prisoners  suf- 
fer not  onlV  the  privations  already  men- 
tioned, but  ofliers  ])eculiar  to  circumstances 
'  of  a  worse  description.*  In  this  pestilential 
prison  tliey  are  dying  at  the  rate  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  a  day,  on  an  average  !  The 
Commissioners  allude  to  this  station  not  as 
part  of  the  evidence  taken  by  themselves, 
but  as  an  interesting,  authentic,  and  cor- 
roborati\e  illustration  of  the  point  now  un- 
der consideration. 

It  is  the  same  story  CA'ery  where  ; — pris- 
oners of  war  treated  worse  than  convicts,  shut 
up  either  in  suffocating  buildings,  or  in  out- 
door enclosures,  without  even  the  shelter  that 
is  provided  for  the  beasts  of  the  field  ;  unsup- 
plied  with  sufiicicnt  food ;  supplied  with  food 
and  water  injurious  and  even  poisonous; 
compelled  to  live  in  such  personal  uncleanli- 
ness  as  to  generate  vermin  ;  com]}elled  to 
sleep  on  floors  often  covered  witli  human 
filth,  or  on  ground  saturated  with  it ;  com- 
pelled to  breathe  an  air  oppressed  with  an 
intolerable  stench  ;  hemmed  in  by  a  fatal 
dead-line,  and  in  hourly  danger  of  being 
shot  by  unrestrained  and  brutal  guards  ;  de- 
spondent even  to  madness,  idiocy  and  sui- 
cide ;  sick  of  diseases  (so  congruous  in 
character  as  to  appear  and  spread  like  the 
plague)  caused  by  the  torrid  sun,  by  decay- 
ing food,  by  filth,  by  vermin,  by  malaria,  and 
by  cold  ;  removed  at  the  last  moment,  and 
by  hundreds  at  a  time,  to  hospitals  corrupt 
as  a  sepulchre,  there,  with  few  remedies,  little 
care  and  no  sympathy,  to  die  in  wretcheu- 
ness  and  despair,  not  only  among  strangers, 
but  among  enemies  too  rescutfai  eit.jcr  to 
have  pity  or  tM  ■■h  )w  mercy. 

These  are  positive  facts.  Tens  of  thou- 
sands of  helpless  men  have  been  and  are 
now  being  disabled  and  destroyed  by  a  pro- 
cess as  certain  as  poison,  and  as  cruel  as 
the  torture  or  burning  at  the  stake,  because 
nearly  as  agonizing  and  more  prolonged. 
This  spectacle  is  daily  beheld  and  allowed 
by  the  rebel  government. 

No  supposition  of  negligence,  or  thought- 
lessness, or  indifference,  or  accident,  or  in- 
efficiency, or  destitution,  or  necessity,  can 
account  for  all  this.  So  many  and  such  posi- 
tive forms  of  abuse  and  wrong  cannot  come 
from  negative  causes. 

The  conclusion  is  unavoidable,  therefore, 
that  ''  these  privations  and  sufferings  "  have 
been  "  designedly  inflicted  by  the  military 
and  other  authority  of  the  rebel  govern- 
ment," and  cannot  have  been  "  due  to  causes 
which  such  authorities  could  not  control." 

Further  than  this,  the  Commissioners  are 
not  required  to  express  an  opinion.  Whether 

*  For  tlie  full  account  see  Supplement,  page  74. 
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or  not  tliey  are  the  result  of  an  infuriated 
and  vindictive  animosity  against  the  Federal 
government  and  people,  or  the  result  of  a 
pre-determined  policy,  deliberately  formed, 
to  discourage  and  aifright  our  soldiers,  to  de- 
stroy them,  or  to  disable  them  for  further 
military  service,  or  to  compel  our  Govern- 
ment to  an  exchange  on  other  than  the  terras 
to  which  it  is  in  honor  and  by  necessity  com- 
mitted, the  public  are  in  a  position  to  decide. 

The  Commissioners  have  now  performed 
their  painful  task.  It  has  not  been  a  grate- 
ful duty  to  narrate  facts  so  unworthy  of  any 
people,  especially  of  one  heretofore  so  highly 
respected,  so  much  admired,  and  in  so  many 
respects  a  credit  to  the  American  name. 
That  name  is  shamed  and  dishonored  by 
their  exposure. 

But  there  is  one  source  of  pride  and  con- 
gratulation ;  that,  whatever  abuses  may  have 
been  developed  on  the  Northern  side  of  this 
war,  none  of  tliem  were  originated  or  sanc- 
tioned by  the  government.  In  every  case 
they  have  been  the  impulsive  acts  of  sub- 
ordinates here  and  there  ;  and  such  are  in- 
cident to  any  conflict.  The  noble  and  mag- 
nanimous manner  in  which  the  government 
treats  the  enemies  to  its  peace  and  pros- 
perity, when  they  have  become  helpless  pris- 
oners in  its  hands,  is,  alone,  a  sufficient  mani- 
festation of  the  spirit  which  animates  it  in 
waging  this  war.  No  sentiment  of  anger  or 
resentment  has  actuated  it  from  the  begin- 
ning. Tlie  condition  of  its  prison  stations  and 
hospitals  is  the  best  and  proudest  exponent  of 
the  cause  of  humanity  which  it  seeks  to 
maintain.  This  praise  will  be  awarded  it 
by  the  historian  and  by  posterity,  when  the 
story  of  this  stupendous  struggle  shall  be 
written. 

Can  as  much  be  said  of  the  cause  which 
stands  in  opposition  to  it  V  The  facts  of  this 
narrative,  and  of  others  that  will  be  yet  more 
complete,  will  also  enter  into  the  future  his- 
tory of  this  conflict,  but  will  form  its  most 
tragical  chapter.  It  will  in  that  day  be 
known  whether  the  spirit  which  animates 
the  South  is  not  also  the  spirit  which  has 
generated  the  cause  of  the  South.  The  spii-it 
which  animates  a  cause  gives  the  character  to 
that  cause.  A  people  like  an'  individual  is 
estimated  by  its  actions  and  by  its  motives. 

Perhaps  the  world  will  yet  discover  a 
strange  and  reciprocal  working  of  influences 
in  the  production  of  that  which  now  opposes 
the  republican  progress  of  this  government. 
Perhaps  the  social  theory,  already  so 
widely  accepted,  may  yet  be  fully  established, 
which  attributes  the  alienation  of  the  South- 
ern people  to  a  simple  difference  of  feeling 
on  a  question  of  humanity.  A  too  positive 
denial  of  humanity  to  another  race,  and  a 
too  positive  contempt  for  a  poorer  class  of 


their  own  race,  have  fostered  those  per- 
verted principles,  which  would  undermine 
a  government  filled  with  a  more  generous 
idea,  and  excite  a  hatred  toward  the  people 
who  would  uphold  it.  As  an  exponent  of 
the  inhumanity  of  the  Southern  cause,  it  is 
not  unjust,  therefore,  to  point  to  its  prisons 
and  hospitals,  where  disregard  of  the  sacrcd- 
ness  of  human  life,  and  the  cry  of  human  suf- 
fering, has  such  an  extraordinary  manifesta- 
tion. 

And  in  the  face  of  all  this,  the  confederate 
congress,  with  the  approval  of  the  confeder- 
ate president,  issued,  on  the  l4th  of  June 
last,  a  manifesto,  of  which  the  following  is 
the  concluding  declaration  : 

"  We  cumvnt  our  cause  to  the  enlig/itene'l 
Judgment  of  the  world,  to  the  sober  rejiections 
of  our  adoersaries  themselves,  and.  to  the  sol- 
emn ami  righteous  arbitrament  of  Heaven." 

Can  this  appeal,  to  both  Divine  and  hu- 
man judgment,  be  really  sincere,  or  is  it 
only  a  rounded  and  rhetorical  termination  of 
a  state  paper?  Is  the  rebel  government  re- 
ally so  unconscious  of  this  barbarous  warfare, 
that  it  confidently  expects  the  respect  and 
sympathy  of  the  civilized  world  ?  Is  it  re- 
ally so  unconscious  of  vindictive  cruelty, 
that  it  confidently  expects  a  revulsion  in  its 
favor  from  a  community  whose  fathers  and 
brothers  and  sons  lie  piled  by  thousands  in 
pits  and  trenches,  not  on  the  battle-field  but 
in  the  neighborhood  of  prisons  and  hos- 
pitals ?  Is  it  really  so  unconscious  of  crime 
that  it  claims  even  the  favorable  judgment 
of  Him,  unto  whom  all  hearts  are  open,  from 
whom  no  secrets  are  hid,  and  who  recjuires 
of  man  to  deal  justly  and  to  love  mercy  y  Is  it 
really  anxious  to  stand  before  that  bar  whose 
final  discrimination  between  good  and  evil 
it  has  been  revealed,  shall  rest  upon  the  sin- 
gle fact  of  humanity  or  inhumanity,  whether 
the  passions  of  anger  and  hate  have  been  con- 
trolled, whether  enemies  have  been  forgiven, 
whether  privation  and  suflering  have  been 
relieved  ?  In  view  of  the  powerless  captive, 
hungry,  naked,  sick  and  wounded,  does  it  re- 
ally await  "  the  solemn  and  righteous  arbitra- 
ment "  of  Him,  to-day,  who  will  hereafter  say 
to  the  cruel  and  the  unmerciful : 

"  I  was  an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  IMe  no 
meat  :  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  Me  no 
drink :  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  Me  not 
in  :  naked  and  yo.  clothed  INIe  not :  sick  and 
in  prison,  and  ye  visited  Me  not "  ? 

Let  the  Southern  conscience  listen  !  Let  it 
remember  that  the  judgment  of  Heaven  is  on 
the  side  of  Immanlty,  and  against  cruelty  and 
oppression  ;  that  a  wrong  done  to  a  man  is  a 
wrong  done  to  God,  who  will  make  the  cause 
of  the  suffering  His  own,  and  will  avenge 
Himself  on  His  enemies  : 

"  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  Inasmuch  as  ye 
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did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did 
it  not  to  Me  !  " 

And  here  the  Commissioners  leave  the  sub- 
ject. Their  inquiry  was  originated,  and  has 
been  pursued,  in  the  hope  that  it  might,  by 
awakening  further  attention,  be  one  of  the 
means  which  would  bring  about  an  aliandon- 
ment  by  the  rebel  government  of  its  prison 
and  hospital  system.  The  many  and  simulta- 
neous exposures  which  have  been  made,  may 
possibly  induce,  at  least,  a  prudence  which 
may  work  the  same  result  as  a  better  motive. 
Already  there  are  symptoms  of  some  such 
movement,  and  of  an  admission,  even  at  this 
late  moment,  of  the  misery  that  has  been 
produced,  a  movement  and  admission  wheth- 
er made  fi-om  necessity  or  self-interest  does 
not  yet  appear.* 

*  It  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  allude  to  the 
subject  of  the  suspen.4ou  of  the  cartel  of  exchange, 
as  it  had  but  little  bearing  on  the  points  to  be  inves- 
tigated. But  the  lately  published  letter  from  Major 
General  Butler,  Commissioner  of  Exchange,  to  the 
Confederate  Commissioner,  Ould,  is  of  interest  and 
importance  at  the  present  juncture.  It  will  be  found 
printed  entire  iu  the  supplement. 

The  following  extract  from  General  Butler's  letter 
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But  whatever  the  event  may  be,  this  in- 
quiry will  have  worked  its  best  purpose,  if 
its  facts  ebould  ever  reach  that  nobler  portion 
of  the  Southern  people,  who  are  i-enlly  chiv- 
alrous and  really  religions,  who  Imve  not 
been  eomiuitted  to  these  abuses,  who  have 
been  kept  in  ignorance  of  them,  and  lead  to 
a  protest  and  revulsion  that  will  compel  their 
government  to  a  repudiation  of  the  iniquity, 
and  to  a  course  more  wortliy  of  a  civilized 
and  christian  people. 

has  a  connection  with  the  above  remark  in  the  re- 
port : 

"  1  unite  witli  you  cordially,  Sir,  in  desiring  a 
speedy  settlement  "of  all  these  questions,  in  view  of 
the  great  sutioriug  endured  by  our  prisoners  in  the 
hands  of  your  auihorities,  of  which  you  so  feelingly 
speak.  i(  <  mens!:,  in  view  of  that  suffering,  icht/  you 
hare  di'ljyed  eight  months  to  answer  a  proposition, 
which,  by  noro  accepting,  you  admit  to  be  right,  just, 
and  humane,  aliowing  that  siiffeiing  to  confinw  so 
longf  One  cannot  help  tliinking',  even  at  tlieriskof 
being  deemed  uncharitable,  that  the  benevolent  sym- 
pathies of  the  Confederate  authorities  have  been 
lately  stirred  by  the  depleted  condition  of  their  ar- 
mies, and  a  desire  to  get  into  the  held,  to  efl'ect  the 
present  campaign,  the  hale,  hearty,  and  well-fed 
prisoners  held  by  the  United  States,  in  exchange  for 
the  half-starved,  sick,  emaciated,  and  unserviceable 
soldiers  of  the  United  States  now  languishing  lU 
your  prisons." 


The  following  paper  having  been  read  before  the  Commission,  by  Dr.  Wallace,  it 
was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Delafield,  adopted  by  the  Commission,  and  ordered  to  be  ap- 
pended to  their  Report.  ' 
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Food  —  Quantity  of  Food  for  a  Man  —  Character  of  Food  —  Relation  of  Food  to  Temperature  — Ration 
of  the  Soldiers  —  Trea;tment  of  Rebel  Prisoners  at  U.S.  Stations  — Rations  —  Clotliiug,  Shelter  and 
Fuel  — Condition  of  Rebel  Prisoners  —  Treatment  of  Union  Prisoners  in  Rebel  Hands  —  Rations  of 
Union  Prisoners — Quantity  of  Ration  — Cliaracter  and  Quality  of  the  Uation  —  111  Etiects  of  the 
Rations  —  Xo  Variety  in  rations  of  Union  Prisoners  —  Comparison  of  rations  of  Union  and  of  Rebel 
Prisoners  —  Consequence  of  Deficient  Food  —  Diseases  Piodnced  by  Insufficient  Food — Insufficient 
nutriment  is  Starvation  —  Privations  other  than  of  Food  —  Crowd" Poisoning  —  Uncleanliness  Com- 
pelled—  Condition  of  Union  Prisoners  —  Clothing  and  Warmth  is.  Starvation  —  The  Sick  and  Feeble 
liable  to  Freeze  —  Men  Frozen  —  Numbers  diseased  as  above  —  Management  of  the  Sick  —  Star- 
vation iu  Flanders —  Cause  of  condition  and  Mortality  of  returned  Union  Prisoners  —  Treatment  of 
Sick  Union  Prisoners — 3IortaUty  in  Itebel  Hospitals  for  Union  Prisoners  — Mortality  in  U.  S.  A. 
Hospital— Mortality  at  Belle  Isle— Mortality  at  AudersonvTlle  —  ^Mortality  at  Fort  Delaware- 
Mortality  at  Johnson's  Island  — Additional  Mortality  —  Kindness  of  Rebel  Surgeons. 


To  Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  Chairman,  etc. 
Mu.  Chairman  : — 

According  to  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mission, I  lay  before  you  certain  considera- 
tions relating  to  the  treatment  adopted  by 
the  authorities  of  the  States  in  rebellion  to- 
wards United  States  soldiers  held  by  them  as 
prisoners  of  war,  with  the  view  of  dctermin- 
hvj  the  influence  of  this  treatment  upon  the 
hyiricne  and  mortality  of  its  subjects.  I  shall 
ground  my  remarks  upon  the  evidence  ap- 


pended— upon  the  opinions  of  reliable  scien- 
tific authorities  —  and  to  some,  though  slight 
degree,  upon  our  own  personal  observation. 

Food. 
In  investigating  the  subject  before  us,  the 
question  o?  food  takes  rank  as  of  first  im- 
portance ;  and,  in  considering  this  point,  there 
are  certain  well  established  facts  relating  to 
the  subject  of  alimentation,  to  which  we  mu3t 
refer. 
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Quantity  of  Food  for  a  man. 
In  deciding  upon  the  quantity  of  food  re- 
quisite for  the  due  support  of  a  man,  Profes- 
sor Dalton*  says  that  "  any  estimate  of  the 
total  quantity  should  state  also  the  kind  of! 
food  used,"  as  the  total  quantity  will  necessa- 1 
rily  vary  with  the  quality,  since  some  articles 
contain  much  more  alimentary  material  than  I 
others."     And  Surgeon-General  Hammondf 

Character  of  Food.  | 

says,  "  It  is  necessary  that  the  food  of  man 
should  consist  of  a  variety  of  substances,  in 
order  that  the  several  functions  of  the  or- 
ganism may  be  properly  carried  on  ;  no  fact 
in  dietetics  is  better  established  than  this." 
And  Professor  DunglisonJ  speaks  to  the  same 
end  thus :  "  man  is  so  organized  as  to  be 
adapted  for  living  on  both  animal  and  vege- 
table substances,  and  if  we  lay  aside  our 
mixed  nutriment,  and  restrict  ourselves  whol-  j 
ly  to  the  products  of  the  one  or  the  other 
kingdom,  scurvy  supervenes.§  I 

Dalton  states  that  the  amount  of  solid  food 
required  during  twenty-four  hours  by  a  man 
in  full  health  and  taking  free  exercise  in  the 
open  air,  is,  of  bread,  nineteen  ounces  ;  meat, 
sixteen  ounces  ;  and  butter,  three  and  a  half 
ounces  ;  in  all,  thirty-eight  and  a  half  ounces." 
Hammond  places  the  amount  of  solid  food 
"  required  to  maintain  the  organism  of  a 
healthy  adult  American,  up  to  the  full  meas- 
ure of  physical  and  mental  capability,  at 
about  forty  ounces,  of  which  two-thirds  should 
be  vegetable,  and  one-third  animal." 

Moreover,  due  variety  in  the  food  is  but 
second  in  importance  to  sufficient  quantity. 
(See  Pereira  on  food  and  diet.)  In  fact,  the 
last  named  physiologist  declares  that  "  no 
matter  ho^  nutritious  food  may  be,  it  is  far 
better  to  exchange  It  for  that  even  less  nu- 
tritious, than  to  continue  an  unvarying  same- 
ness." 

Relation  of  food  to  temperature. 

And  as  to  the  relation  of  food  to  tempera- 
ture :  "  In  temperate  climates,  the  seasons 
exercise  an  influence,  not  only  over  the  qual- 
ity, but  the  quantity  of  food  taken  into  the  sys- 
tem. Most  persons  eat  more  in  winter  than 
in  summer.  The  cause  is  doubtless  to  be 
found  in  the  fact,  that,  In  cold  weather  a 
greater  quantity  of  respiratory  food  is  required 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  animal  heat,  than  in 
hot  weather,  when  the  external  temperature 
more  nearly  ap]iroaches  the  temperature  of 
the  body.  j|     "  He  who  is  well  fed,"  observes 

*  Human  PIiysioIoRy. 

t  Treatise  oil  Hygiene. 

t  Human  Health. 

5  I'rolessor  Wood,  in  his  Treatise  on  Practice  of 
Merliciiie,  defines  Scurnj  to  be  a  disease  in  which 
"  the  blood  is  depraved,  and  the  system  debilitated, 
with  a  tendency  to  hemorrhage  and  to  local  conges- 
tions." 

U  Hammond's  Uygiene. 


Sir  John  Ross,  "  resists  cold  better  than  the 
man  who  is  stinted,  while  the  starvation  from 
cold  follows  but  too  soon  a  starvation  in  food.' 
And  Sir  John  Franklin,  in  his  narrative  of  a 
journey  to  the  Polar  sea,  writes,  "  no  quanti- 
ty of  clothing  could  keep  us  warm  while  we 
fasted."  "  In  tropical  climates  and  in  hot 
seasons,  the  system  requires  a  smaller  quan- 
tity of  food  than  in  colder  countries  and  In 
cold  seasons."  *  Individuals  whose  business 
requires  much  bodily  exertion,  or  that  they 
should  spend  much  of  their  time  In  the  open 
air,  eat  more  than  those  of  sedentary  habits. 
And  we  have,  from  the  authority  of  Carpen- 
ter, In  his  work  on  Human  Physiology,  that 
"  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
food  sufhclent  for  men  In  regular  active  ex- 
ercise, is,  of  course,  admissible  where  little 
bodily  exertion  is  required,  and  where  there 
Is  less  exposure  to  low  temperatures." 

Ration  of  the  soldier. 
The  ration  of  the  British  Soldier  is,  at 
home  stations,  sixteen  ounces  of  bread  and 
twelve  ounces  of  uncooked  meat ;  at  foreign 
stations,  four  ounces  more  of  meat  are  il- 
lowed.  Any  extras  are  bought  bj^  the  sol- 
dier out  of  his  own  funds.  The  French  sol- 
dier In  the  Crimea  had  forty-two  and  five- 
eighths  ounces  of  solid  food,  about  ten  and  a 
half  ounces  of  which  were  animal,  the  rest 
vegetable.  In  time  of  peace  his  ration  Is 
less.  "  The  American  soldier  is  better  fed 
than  any  other  in  the  world.  This  is  proved 
by  the  healthy  condition  of  the  troops.  Sciir- 
vy,  one  of  the  first  diseases  to  make  its  ap- 
pearance when  the  food  is  of  inferior  quality, 
has  prevailed  to  so  slight  an  extent,  &c."t 
His  ration  of  solid  foodj  Is  about  filty-two  and 
a  half  ounces,  with  a  fair  range  for  variety  ; 
and  extra  issues  of  pickles,  fruits,  and  special 
vegetables,  are  made,  when  the  medical  olli- 
cers  deem  them  necessary.  This  ration  Is 
more  than  the  man  is  generally  able  to  con-  ^ 
sume,  and  the  surplus  Is  resold  to  the  govern- 
ment for  his  benefit. 

Treatment  of  Rebel  Prisoners  at  U.  S.  Stations.— 
Rations. 

The  rations  issued  for  the  rebel  soldiers 
held  by  our  government  as  prisoners  of  war, 
were  the  same  as  (or  the  United  States  gar- 
rison troops  and  soldiers  on  active  service, 
except  the  bread  ration,  which  was  tour 
ounces  less ;  and  the  amount  r/iren,  was,  of 
solid  food,  forty-three  ounces,  besiles  extra 
ven^etables,  etc.,  sometimes,  which  were  (see 
Captain  Clark's  evidence)  procured  by  sale 
of  the  surplus,  as  above  noted  in  the  case  of 
the  Federal  troops.  No  material  change  was 
made  until  the  first  of  June,  18G4,  since 
which  date  the  amount  yiven  was  reduced  to 

*  Pereira,  Food  and  Diet. 

J  Hammond's  Hygiene.  ... 

Assomiug  soft  bread  and  fresh  beef  as  the  basis. 


TO   PRISONERS    OF   WAR. 


tbirty-four  and  a  half  ounces,  ■while  the  range 
for  variety  of  articles  remained  unchanged, 
and  from  the  excess  of  the  rations  issued,  the 
surplus  fund  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  was 
larger  than  before.  That  this  amount  will 
be  sufficient  for  comfort  and  health  in  the 
warm  weather,  and  under  the  inactive  life  of 
the  prisoner,  we  must  inter  from  the  state- 
ments of  Pereira,  Hammond,  and  Carpenter 
(above),  and  may  likewise  consider  proven 
by  the  fact,  that  at  Fort  Delaware,  even  In 
the  cold  weather  of  the  past  winters,  the 
prIsonei-3  could  not  consume  all  that  v/as 
given  them,  and  that  large  quantities  of  food 
were  secreted,  and  wasted  by  them.*  By 
authority  of  the  War  Department,  the  same 
Regulations  as  are  observed  at  all  sta- 
tions, where  prisoners  of  war  are  held,f  and 
of  course  at  ail  such  stations,  the  same  gen- 
eral condition  of  things  must  prevail. 

Clothing,  shelter,  and  fuel. 
Our  evidence  exhibits  that  all  needful 
clothing  and  blankets,  in  some  cases  even  to 
excess,  as  well  as  good  and  adequate  shelter, 
with  sufficient  fuel  for  comfortable  warmth, 
were  furnished  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  the  rebel  prisoners. 

Condition  of  Eebel  Prisoners. 
In  our  visit  to  Fort  Delaware  we  passed 
through  the  barracks  and  enclosures  contain- 
ing about  eight  thousand  prisoners.  We  ob- 
served that  these  men  were  in  good  physical 
condition,  and  presented  the  aspect  of  health 
and  strength ;  as  was  the  case  at  other  sta- 
tions, as  seen  by  the  appended  evidence. 
The  careful  attention  to  cleanliness  urged, 
and  sometimes  even  enforced,  by  the  United 
States  officers  in  charge,  doubtless  contributes 
to  their  general  good  condition  in  no  small 
degree.  We  were  unable  to  observe  any  dif- 
ference between  the  treatment  of  the  rebels 
and  the  United  States  soldiers  in  the  hospi- 
tal at  Fort  Delaware,  or  in  Lincoln  Hospital 
near  AVashington.  The  evidence  proves  the 
same  arrangements  of  ward,  and  bed,  and 
diet,  to  have  been  made,  with  all  othi-r  nec- 
essary appliances,  for  the  rebel  as  for  the 
Union  soldier,  in  the  time  of  sickness,  at  all 
stations  where  prisoners  of  vv^ar  are  held  by 
the  United  States  Government. 

Treatment  of  Union  Prisoners  in  rebel  hands. 

When  we  come  to  investigate  the  testimo- 
ny in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  United 
States  soldiers  while  prisoners  in  the  hands 
of  the  rebels,  we  find  a  most  serious  differ- 
ence fi'om  the  state  of  things  above  described. 

Rations  of  Union  prisoners. 
AYe  learn  from  those  returned  that  the  ra- 

*  See    also    letter    from    Quartermaster-General 
Meigs,  appended. 

*  See  Appendix. 
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tions  given  them  varied  at  different  timoj  and 
places,  but  their  declarations  all  concur  in 
this,  that  they  had  not  food  enough  to  sus- 
tain their  strength,  nor  to  satisl'y  their  hun- 
ger ;  and  though  these  men  were  held  cap- 
tive at  various  times,  and  for  a  varying  peri- 
od, and  at  various  places,  yet  their  average 
statements  are  the  same  with  little  limitation. 

Quantity  of  ration. 
Wheat  bread  was  given  to  some  of  them  for 
a  short  time,  but  the  bread  was  generally 
made  of  corn  meal.  The  largest  daily  ration 
of  wheat  bread,  of  which  we  have  evidence, 
would  weigh  about  eleven  (11)  ounces,  and 
the  smallest  but  little  more  than  three  (3) 
ounces.  The  largest  daily  ration  of  corn 
bread  was  in  bulk  from  thirty-one  (31)  to 
thirty-two  (32)  cubic  inches,  representing 
rather  more  than  twelve  (12)  ounces  of  corn 
meal,  while  the  smallest  represented  but  four 
(4)  ounces.  The  ration  of  meat  was,  in  a 
few  instances,  from  four  (4)  to  six  (G)  ounces, 
but  generally  about  two  ounces,  though  iu 
some  cases  it  was  less  than  this. 

The  meat  was  irregularly  given  ;  not  often 
daily,  and  to  some,  only  at  intervals  of  days, 
or  even  several  weeks,  and  when  meat  was 
served,  the  bread  was,  in  many  instances, 
diminished. 

About-  half  a  pint  of  soup,  containing 
sweet  potato,  or  generally  beans  or  peas  in 
amount  about  two  ounces,  was  sometimes 
given,  with  or  without  meat  in  different 
cases.  The  beans  and  peas  were  occasion- 
ally given  raw  and  dry. 

The  maximum  amount  of  solid  food  for 
one  day,  described,  was      .     .10  oz.  bread. 

G  oz.  beef. 
With  half  a  pint  of  soup  made  . 
of  the  water  in  which  the 
beef  was  boiled,  and  con- 
taining about  two  ounces  of 
beans  or  peas,  and,  therefore 
representing 2  oz. 

Total, 18  oz. 


The     minimum 
about 


amount    was 


4  oz.  bread. 
1  oz.  beef. 


Total, 5  oz. 

And  so  between  five  (5)  and  eighteen  (18) 
ounces  the  rations  varied,  and  in  the  article 
of  meat,  especially,  was  the  great  deficiency. 

Character  and  Quality  of  the  Ration. 
But  it  is  necessary  to  note  the  character 
also  of  the  rations.  The  quality  of  the 
wheat  bread  appears  to  have  been  good, 
but  that  of  the  corn  bread  decidedly  the 
reverse.     It  was  made  of  metd  which  was 
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coarsely  ground  and  rough,  contained  all 
the  hull  (or  bran),  often  whole  grains  of 
corn,  with  fragments  of  cob  or  of  husk  in- 
termingled ;  frequently  ill-baked,  or  over- 
baked,  and  sour  and  musty  withal. 

The  soup  was,  by  universal  declaration 
of  the  witnesses,  Vepulslve  in  odor  and  dis- 
gusting in  flavor.  It  appears  to  have  been 
made  of  the  water  in  which  the  beef  was 
boiled.  Gravel  and  sand  w^e  the  least 
objectionable  of  the  impurites  found  in  it. 

The  beans  and  peas  issued  were  generally 
worm-eaten,  and  contained  these  insects  in 
quantities,  so  that  they  would  be  floating 
on  the  surface,  or  intermixed  throughout 
the  mass  of  soup  and  beans. 

Ill  effects  of  the  Rations. 

Dungllson.  in  the  work  before  quoted, 
says  that  "  Corn  bread,  with  those  unaccus- 
tomed to  its  use,  is  apt  to  produce  diarrhoea, 
in  consequence  prohahhi  of  the  presence  of 
the  husk,*  with  which  it  is  always  more  or 
less  mixed,  &c.,"  and  it  is  "  but  little  adapted 
for  those  liable  to  bowel  affections,  &c.  And 
Dr.  Hassall  says,  "  In  those  unaccustomed 
to  its  use,  maize  is  considered  to  excite 
and  to  keep  up  a  tendency  to  diarrhoea." 

Every  one  is  aware  of  the  laxative  influ- 
ence of  so-called  bran  bread,f  which  is  due 
to  the  physical  action  of  the  hull  of  the 
grain  upon  the  delicate  lining  membrane  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  acting  thereupon 
as  an  excitant  or  irritant,  though  tempered 
by  the  bland  influence  of  the  wheaten 
flour.  Now  what  must  be  the  result  when 
the  meal  is  of  corn^  and  coarse,  and  intermix- 
ed with  hull  and  grain  entli'e,  with  husk  and 
cob  in  fragments,  among  our  Northern 
troops,  who  are,  for  the  most  part, "  unaccus- 
tomed to  the  use  of  corn  meal "  ?  We  see  by 
the  evidence,  that  some  of  the  men  observed 
the  influence  of  this  bread,  in  producing  the 
diarrhcca  with  which  so  many  were  afllicted. 

The  character  of  the  soup,  as  above  de- 
scribed, would  stamp  it  as  entirely  unflt  for 
food,  and  upon  men  already  sufl'ering  from 
diarrhoea,  the  evil  influence  of  sueli  a  com- 
pound is  but  too  plainly  to  be  imagined. 
The  evidence  shows  that  some  could  not  eat 
it,  though  hungry  to  starvation. 

No  variety  in  Rations  of  Union  Prisoners. 

The  average  amount  of  meat  al]owe<l  was 
80  small  that  it  is  not  worthy  of  special  con- 
sideration ;  and  as  to  tlie  variet;/  and  ehange 
of  diet,  upon  which  all  pliysiologlsts  lay  so 
great  stress, — it  is  not  in  the  Reeord, — Ihere 
teas  none  of  it. 


*  Prof.  Diin;;lison  informs  me  tliat  by  the  word 
ftd.s/.-,  he  intends  to  imply  that  which  is  commonly 
denominated  bran. 

t  !See  Percira,  Food  and  Diet. 


CRUELTIES    OF    REBEL   ACTIIORITIES 


Comparison  of  rations  of  Union  and  of  Rebel  pris- 
oners. 

How  do  these  amounts  and  qualities  com- 
pare with  the  maximum  forty-three  ounces, 
or  the  minimum  thirty-four  and  a  half  oun- 
ces, of  standard  Government  food,  of  excel- 
lent quality,  and  abundant  room  lor  variety, 
and  extra  issue  of  fresh  vegetables  according 
to  necessity,  which  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment allows  its  prisoners  ?  The  question 
may  be  answered  by  contrasting  the  exhaust- 
ed, the  attenuated,  the  melancholy,  the  im- 
becile, the  dying,  and  the  dead,  Union  sol- 
diers, returning  home  from  lilchmond,  with 
the  cheerful,  healthy,  and  vigorous  South- 
erners, held  at,  or  released  from,  the  various 
United  States  stations  referred  to  in  the  ap- 
pended testimony. 

Consequence  of  deficient  food. 

Let  us  look  now  at  the  consequence  of  de- 
ficiency of  food,  as  explained  by  students 
and  observers  of  the  subject. 

In  the  Medical  and  Surgical  history  of  the 
British  army  which  served  in  Turkey  and 
the  Crimea,  we  find  that  "  during  January, 
1855,  by  the  deficiency  of  food,  the  eificien- 
cy  of  the  whole  army  was  seriously  com- 
promised. Disease  was  simply  the  more  overt 
manlfijstation  of  a  pathological  state  of  the  ,, 
system,  Avhich  was  all  but  universal,  and  jj 
merely  indicated  the  worst  grades  of  It.  Fe-  * 
ver  and  affections  of  the  bowels  represented 
the  forms  in  which  morbid  actions  were  usu- 
ally presented,  while  ganrjrene  and  scurvy 
indicated  those  privations  and  that  exposure 
from  which  these  diseases  were  mainly  de- 
rived." Again,  "  In  starvation  the  tissues  of 
the  body  are  consumed  for  the  production  of 
heat,  and  rapid  loss  of  weight  is  the  conse- 
qusnce.  The  other  vital  processes  all  in- 
volve decomposition  of  the  substance  of  or- 
gans, and  add  to  the  loss  which  the  body  un- 
dergoes.    From  insuflicient  food  for  a  few 

Diseases  produced  by  insufficient  food. 
tceclcs,  disease  is  almost  invariably  induced ; 
typhus  and  typhoid  fever,  scurvy  and  ancemia 
are  the  consequences."  *  Dr.  Carpenter,  in 
his  Human  Physiology,  says,  "  the  prisoners 
confined  in  INIIU  Bank  Penltentlar}',  In  1823, 
who  had  previously  received  an  allowance 
of  from  thirty-one  to  thirty-three  ounces  of 
dry  nutriment  daily,  had  this  allowance  sud- 
denly reduced  to  twenty-one  ounces, — ani- 
mal food  being  almost  entirelj' excluded  from 
the  diet  scale.  Tliey  were  at  the  same  time 
subjected  to  a  low  grade  of  temperature,  and 
(o  considerable  exertion ;  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  the  health  of  a  large  proportion 
of  the  inmates  began  to  give  way,  The  first 
symptoms  were  loss  of  color,  and  diminution 
of  health  and  strength,   subsequently  diar- 

*  Hammond's  Hygiene. 
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rTicea,  dysentery,  scurvy,  and  lastly  adynamic 
fevers,  or  headache,  vertigo,  convulsioiw, 
maniacal  delirium,  apoplexy,  &c.  After 
death,  ulcerations  of  the  mucous  lining  of 
the  alimentary  canal  were  very  conunonly 
found  ;  fifty-two  per  cent,  were  tlms  affected. 
That  the  reduction  of  the  allowance  of  food 
was  the  main  source  of  the  epidemic,  was 
proved,  *  *  *  &e." 

Insufficient  nutrition  is  starvation. 

We  appeal  here  to  Chossat's  Inquiries,  re- 
sulting in  the  proof  of  this  curious  effect  of 
insufficient  nutriment,  that  it  produces  an  in- 
capability of  digesting  even  the  small  amount 
consumed.  "  So  that,  in  the  end,  the  results 
are  the  same  as  those  of  entire  deprivation  of 
food,  the  total  amount  of  loss  being  almost 
exactly  identical,  but  its  rate  being  less." 
Privations  other  than  of  food. 

But  in  addition  to  a  starvation  diet,  our 
evidence  furnishes  proof  of  confinement  to 
overcrowded  rooms,  without  proper  ventila- 
tion— of  want  of  clothing — want  of  shelter — 
and  denial  of  suitable  means  of  warmth, 
whether  by  blankets  or  hy  fuel,  and  this  even 
during  the  fall,  winter,  and  spring  just 
passed. 

Crowd- Poisoning. 

"  0  ver  crowd  in  cf,  imperfect  ventilation,  and 
want  of  cleanliness,  are  three  conditions  usu- 
ally associated,  and  may  be  designated  by 
the  single  term  Crowd-Poisonitiy."  *  The 
evidence  exhibits  that  about  twenty  square 
feet  was,  in  some  instances,  all  the  superficial 
space  permitted  to  each  man  confined  in  pris- 
on. And,  on  Belle  Isle,  it  would  appear  that 
for  a  time  there  was  little  variation  from  the 
same  area.  "  The  air  of  crowded  camps  and 
habitations  becomes  contaminated  through 
emanations  given  off"  during  respiration, 
through  effluvia  from  the  skin,  and  by  the 
decomposition  of  the  vai'ious  excreta.  The 
nitrogenized  matter  carried  into  the  air  from 
the  skin,  and  the  products  arising  from  the 
decomposition  of  the  excreta,  are  sources  of 
deadly  mischief.  The  effects  of  overcrowd- 
ing are  not  only  manifested  by  the  increased 
violence  and  the  adynamic  character  of  all 
diseases  occurring  among  those  exposed,  but 
the  development  and  severity  of  the  ady- 
namic fevers  appear  particularly  connected 
with  this  cause."  t  And  again,  "  To  tlie  or- 
ganic matters  emanating  from  the  human 
body,  more  than  to  any  other  cause,  the  in- 
jurious results  of  overcrowding  are  to  be  as- 
cribed." 

"  The  proofs  are  ample,  that  the  emanations 
from  the  human  body  are  of  a  decidedly  del- 
eterious character,   when  present  la   large 

*  Woodward ;  Camp  Diseases. 
t  Woodward. 


amounts  in  the  atmosphere  inhaled.  They 
are  absorbed  by  the  clothing,  and  even  the 
walls  of  the  room  take  them  up  and  retain 
them  for  a  long  time."  *  "  If  animals  be  kept 
crowded  together  in  ill-ventilated  apartments, 
they  speedily  sicken."  f  "  The  continued  res- 
piration of  an  atmosphere  charged  with  the 
exhalations  of  the  lungs  and  skin  is  the  most 
potent  of  all  the  predisposing  causes  of  dis- 
ease." X 

Unclcanliness  compelled, 

Dut  Dr.  Woodward  alludes  to  "  want  of 
cleanliness"  as  one  of  the  elements  of  ordi- 
nary crowd-poisoning.  Far  more  than  ordi- 
nary Avas  this  "  want "  in  the  rebel  prisons, 
especially  on  Belle  Isle.  A  reference  to  the 
evidence  will  show  that  accumulation  of  filth 
of  the  most  noisome  character  was  compelled 
by  prison  discipline  ;  that  important  accom- 
modations were  denied  during  the  night 
hours,  resulting  in  unavoidable  soiling  of  the 
quarters  of  the  prisoners,  while  the  means 
of  bathing,  though  convenient,  were  to  so 
great  an  extent  denied  the  prisoners,  as  to 
produce,  in  a  large  number  of  them,  a  con- 
dition of  the  skin,  which  is  not  only  a  disease 
in  itself,  but  is  also  a  cause  of  disorders  vari- 
ous and  grave.  § 

Condition  of  Union  Prisoners. 

We  observed  the  surface  of  the  bodies  of 
a  number  who  suffered  thus  ;  it  was  of  most 
remarkable  aspect,  appearing  as  though  it 
had  been  covered  with  a  hcavj'  coat  of  com- 
mon varnish,  which  had  dried,  and  cracked, 
and  was  pealing  up  in  scales  of  every  size. 
To  the  touch,  it  was  as  sand-paper  of  irreg- 
ular quality.  The  cuticle — both  effete  and 
living — lay  in  masses,  separated  by  fissures 
of  varying  extent  and  depth,  through  which 
watery  and  bloody  fluids  were  seen  exuding. 
The  soles  of  the  feet  were  like  the  sole  of  a 
plasterer's  shoe — white,  brown  and  yellow ; 
the  cuticle  dried  and  broken,  and  laminated 
variously. 

The  functions  of  the  skin,  upon  which 
physiologists  lay  so  great  stress,  are  here  al- 
most entirely  imperformed,  and  hence  we 
have  "  gastric  disturbances,  and  diarrhoeas," 
with  suppression  of  that  aeration  of  blood — 
that  true  respiration,  which,  physiologists  tell 
us,  takes  place  through  the  skin.  Hence  the 
lungs  are  overtaxed,  and  congestions  are  in- 
duced. And  Avhen  to  this  we  add  the 
depraved  state  of  the  blood  of  the  sufferers, 
and  their-  exposures  to  cold,  and  wet,  and 
storm,  by  day  and  night,  we  have,  in  full 
quantity,  those  general   and   special  condi- 

*  Hammond, 
t  Dunglison. 
{  Carpenter. 
§  See  Surgeon  Ely's  evidence. 


30 


CRUELTIES    OF   REBEL   AUTHORITIES 


tions,  which   induce  pulmonary   diseases   of 
every  grade  and  character. 

Clotliing  and  warmth  vs.  starvation. 

On  the  question  of  clothing  and  warmth  ; 
from  what  has  been  shown  above,  a  corollary 
is  directly  deducible,  viz.:  That  if  food  bo 
in  limited  cjuantity,  low  temperature  should 
be  avoitl-'d,  and  external  warmth  duly  main- 
tained. "  Artificial  warmth  may  be  made  to 
take  tiie  place  of  nourishment  otherwise  re- 
quired. And  there  is  adequate  ground  for 
considering  death  by  starvation,  as  really 
death  from  cold.  The  temperature  of  the 
bcRly  is  maintained  with  little  diminution  till 
the  fat  is  consumed,  and  then  rapidly  tails, 
unless  it  be  kept  up  by  heat  externally  ap- 
plied." *  Now  not  only  was  external  heat 
not  granted  by  the  rebels  to  their  prisoners, 
but  their  blankets  were  generally  taken  from 
them,  as  also  some  of  their  personal  clothing. 
Tlie  ?ick  and  feeble  liable  to  freezing. 

Further,  "  iJie  sick  and  feeble  tcill  not  bear 
the  low  temperature,  loliich,  to  those  in  good 
condition,  acts  as  a  healthful  stimulant.  In 
diseases  attended  with  deficient  power  of  cir- 
culation, congelation  of  the  tissues  is  lialjle  to 
occur,  from  the  effects  of  a  tempemture 
which  could  not  gi^e  rise  to  it  in  a  healthy 
Bubject."  We  see  that  diarrhoea,  scurvy, — 
and  these  two  disorders  existing  coincidently 
"  in  the  majority  of  cases  of  diarrhea,"— 
congestion  of  the  lungs  of  atonic  character, 
and  "  debilitas,"  (as  the  medical  records  of 
the  hospital  have  it,)  all  stand  out  promi- 
nently in  the  evidence,  as  being  an  almost 
constant  condition  among  those  who  have 
been  prisoners  in  Danville,  Va.,  Richmond, 
Va.,  and  especially  on  Belle  Isle.  The  au- 
thorities hereinbefore  quoted  show  that  these 
formidable  disorders  are  the  legitimate  off- 
spring  of  the  treatment  to  which  our  men 
have  been  subjected  while  in  the  hands  of 
the  rebels.  Shall  we  be  surprised  that  di^s- 
eases  obey  the  laws  of  their  production,  or 
that  they  flourish,  luxuriant  and  rank,  in  a 
soil  specially  prepared  for  their  reception  V 
And  are  not  all  these  "  diseases  attended 
with  dcflci(>nt  power  of  circulation  "  ?  Are 
not  the  sul)jects  of  the  same  "sick  and  fee- 
ble "  V  Is  it  all  surprising  that  they  cannot 
bear  the  low  temperature  of  a  winter  on  r>elle 
Isle, — clad  only  in  worn-out  or  scanty  cloth- 
ing,— with  inadequate  or  with  no  shelter, — 
with  little  fire,  or  generally  none  at  all. — and 
havin|5  no  resting  place  but  the  ground,  in  mud 
and  frost  and  snow  ?  Nay,  is  it  not  a  cause 
for  wonder  that  "congelation  of  the  tissues" 
was  not  even  more  common  amonfj  them  ? 
Our  evidence  tells  of  many  men  freezing  on 
Belle  Isle,  to  loss  of  limb,  and  more,  of  life. 

*  Carpenter. 


Men  frozen. 
We  saw  cases  of  "  amputation  by  frost," 
at  the  United  States  Hospitals,  at  Baltimore, 
and  Annapolis,  and  the- "  Quarterly  Report 
of  the  hospitals  for  the  Federal  prisoners, 
Richmond,  Va.,"  (appended,)  shows  that  of 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  patients  admitted  in  January,  February, 
and  March,  18G4,  there  were  fifteen  cases 
of  gelatio,  (or  freezing,)  and  fifty  of  gan- 
grene from  frozen  feet !     And  from  the  same 

Numbers  diseased  as  above, 
document  we  find  that  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  out  of  the  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
were  affected  with  debility,  adynamic  fevers, 
diarrhoea,  dysentery,  diseases  of  the  chest, 
and  scurvj' — the  very  effects  proved  above 
to  be  produced  by  starvation,  cold,  over- 
crowding, filth,  and  exposure  ;  and,  as  al- 
ready mentioned,  the  testimony  of  the  United 
States  surgeons  at  Annapolis  and  Baltimore 
shows  that  the  great  majority  of  our  soldiers 
received  from  rebel  prisons  suffered  under 
the  same  affections.     These  surgeons  further 

Management  of  the  sick, 
declare,  that  these  diseases  did  not  yield  to 
ordinary  medical  treatment ;  that  they  were 
most  successfully  managed  by  "  nulllfi/ing  the 
cause,"  that  is,  by  nutrition  and  stimulation, 
^vith  especial  attention  to  cleanliness  and 
fresh  air,  medical  agencies  being  only  acces- 
sories, and  sometimes  not  resorted  to  at  all. 
Starvation  in  Flanders. 
M.  Fleury  (cours  d'hygiene)  says:  "  Sous 
le  nom  deferre  de  famine,  M.  de  Meersman 
a  trace  un  tableau  complet  et  methodique  de 
I'e'tat  morbide  que  dcoeloppe  I'alimentation  i?i- 
sufH^ante,  et  qu'il  dit  avoir  observe  en  1846 
et  1847  dans  les  Flandres  beiges."  He  then 
recounts  the  article,  which  is  too  long  to  bear 
quotation  here,  but  it  is  a  most  singularly  ac- 
curate description  of  that  which  our  soldiers 
returned  from  rebel  prisons  state  in  regard 
to  their  own  feelings  and  sufferings, — of  those 
conditions  which  the  United  States  surgeons 
at  the  Baltimore  and  Annapolis  hospitals 
have  delineated  to  us, — and  which  we  wit- 
nessed and  observed  in  our  visits  to  the  insti- 
tutions above  mentioned. 

Cause  of  condition  and  mortality  of  returned  Union 
prisoners. 

It  is  utterly  incorrect  to  charge  the  bodily 

attenuation,  the  mental  imbecility,  and  tlie 

startling  mortality  which  prevail  so  largely 

among  the  men  from  the  prisons  of  the  South, 

upon  the  mere  diseases  of  which  they  are  the 

subjects.      If   a   man   swallow   a   poisonous 

dose  of  arsenic,  he  will  suffer  pain,  vomiting, 

diarrhoea,    hoemorrhages,    and    convulsions, 

even    imto   death ;  are   these   "  more   overt 

manifestations," — these  necessary  consequen- 
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CCS  of  the  morbific  agent  applied, — to  be 
considored  as  the  causes  of  the  death  ?  Or 
shall  we  go  to  the  true  first  cause  direct,  and 
say  "  the  man  died  by  poisoning  by  arsenic  "  V 
So  have  our  men  died, — ti-om  cold  and 
exposure,  from  ci-owd  poisoning,  from  starva- 
tion and  from  jirivation,  while  the  way  to 
death  was  roughly  paved  with  disease  of 
body  and  of  mind, — mere  minor  manifesta- 
tions of  those  allied  powers  of  evil. 

Treatment  of  sick  Uuion  prisoners. 

But  we  further  find  a  similar  treatment, — 
similar  in  kind,  though  modified  in  degree, — • 
dealt  out  to  the  wounded  and  the  sick  on 
Belle  Isle  and  in  Richmond.  The  evidence 
of  those  who  have  been  under  the  care  of  the 
surf^eons  at  these  stations  is  con-oborated  by 
the  testimony  of  Colonel  Farnsworth.  and 
by  that  of  Surgeons  Fei'guson  and  Richards. 
Tlie  latter  lay  stress  upon  the  offensive,  and 
"  utterly  unfit,"  character  of  the  beds  and 
bedding,  and  declare  that  the  diet  Avas  "  en- 
tirely insuflicicnt  to  give  them  a  proper 
chance  of  recovery,"  and  state  further  that 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  medical  sujjplies  in 
the  hospital  for  Federal  prisoners,  while  the 
evidence  is  before  us  that  at  General  Hospi- 
tal No.  4,  Richmond,  the  Confederate  soldier 
had  "  as  much  good  food  as  he  could  eat,  with 
good  bedding  and  sheets; "and  evidence  to 
the  same  end  appears  in  relation  to  "  Con- 
federate hospitals  in  the  field." 
Mortality  in  Rebel  Hospitals  for  Union  Prisoners. 

On  the  subject  of  the  mortality  of  Union 
prisoners  in  rebel  hands,  we  find  that  the 
'■  Quarterly  Report,"  above  referi-ed  to,  ex- 
hibits a  record,  which,  though  startling  and 
fearful,  is  yet  easily  explained  by  the  fore- 
going considerations.  For  what  can  be  ex- 
pected of  men  worn  out,  almost  unto  death, 
by  the  want  of  those  things  which  arc  nec- 
essary for  the  body, — and  then  further  re- 
duced by  disease, — when  subjected  to  such 
privations  and  noxious  influences  as  those 
described  by  Surgeons  Ferguson  and  Rich- 
ards ?  This  "  Report "  shows  a  mortality 
among  the  sick  of  rather  more  than  fitty  per 
cent  1  *  How  does  this  compare  with  that  at 
the  United  States  General  Hospital  at 
Annapolis  which  is  only  eighteen  per  cent  ? 

Mortality  in  U.  S.  A.  Hospital. 
Yet  the  cases  at  Annapolis  were  all  brought 
by  flag-of-truce  boat  from  City  Point,  Virgin- 
ia, and  were  of  the  same  general  class  as 
those  in  the  "  Hospitals  for  the  Federal  Pris- 
oners, Richmond,  Virginia." 

Mortality  at  Belle  Isle. 
Further,   we   find   that    "  a    Confederate 
official,  whose  evidence  cannot  be  questioned, 
declared  that  of  the  numbers  remaining  at 

*  Four  deaths  only  occurred  from  wounds. 
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Belle  Isle,  then  about  eight  thousand  (8,000), 
about  twenty-five  died  daily,  and  that  it 
would  be  but  a  few  weeks  before  the  deaths 
would  count  fifty  a  day."  From  this,  we 
have  a  mortality  at  Belle  Island  in  a  ratio  of 
one  Imndred  wtd  fourteen  per  cent.  j)cr  year^ 
with  double  this  amount  in  prospect. 
Mortality  at  Andersonville. 

Again  ;  the  3Incon  Journal  and  ]\Tessen- 
ger  sa}'s  that  "  there  are  now  over  twenty- 
seven  thousand  (27,000)  prisoners  at  Ander- 
sonville, Georgia,  among  whom  the  deaths 
are  from  fifty  to  sixty  a  day,"  or  in  a  ratio  of 
about  from  sixty-eight  to  cighly-one  per  cent, 
per  year* 

Mortality  at  Fort  Delaware. 

Turn  now  to  the  mortality  among  the  reb- 
el prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware,  where,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  more  ordinary  causes  of  sick- 
ness and  death  among  soklier-prisoners,  we 
find  "  small-pox,  the  majority  of  the  prison- 
ers not  having  been  vaccinated  before  they 
came  here."  Also,  a  "  prostrated  condition 
of  the  prisoners  from  Vicksburg.  a  great 
many  of  whom  had  to  be  carried,  on  their 
arrival  here,  from  the  boat  to  the  hospital, 
and  many  of  whom  represented  that  they 
had  been  limited  to  half  and  quarter  rations 
during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg ; "  and  "  pris- 
oners from  Vicksburg  and  the  Mississippi 
Valley  laboring  under  miasmatic  influences, 
under  which  a  great  number  of  them  died." 
Yet  with  all  these  extra  causes  of  death,  the 
mortality  for  the  entire  year  just  closed, 
amounts  to  less  than  twenty-nine  per  cent.,  and 
when  these  special  causes  ceased  to  exist,  it 
diminished  rapidlj',  and  during  the  three 
months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  it  had  fal- 
len to  below  a  ratio  of  ten  and  a  half  per  cent, 
per  year,  and  was  still  diminishing,  while  the 
sum  total  of  prisoners  was  yet  increasing. 
Mortality  at  Johnson's  Island. 

Again ;  at  Johnson's  Island,  Sandusky 
bay,  Ohio, — the  climate  of  which  station  has 
been  stigmatized  by  our  enemies  as  insalu- 
brious, and  in  high  degree  pernicious  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Southerner, — the  deaths 
among  the  rebel  prisoners  during  the  year 
18G3,  with  the  prevalence  of  measles  and 
small-pox,  amounted  to  less  than  nine  per 
cent. ;  and  during  May  and  June  of  this 
year,  there  were  but  six  deaths,  that  is,  in 
the  ratio  of  less  than  two  per  cent,  per  year. 

By  such  contrasts  of  mortality  at  United 
States  stations,  and  at  rebel  stations,  argu- 
ment and  comment  are  struck  duml).  , 

*  Since  this  was  written  a  sworn  statement  has 
come  to  our  Ijands,  (a  co,7>y  of  which  will  be  found 
in  the  Suppleraent,)  wlience  it  appears  that  the 
mortality  iit  Auder.-onville  had  increased  rapidly, 
and  had* advanced  in  foct  to  a  ratio  fioni  C7ie  hun- 
dred and  thirty -f,v6  to  one  hundred  andffty-twoper 
cent,  per  year. 
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Additional  Mortality. 
There  are  still  others,  Avho  are  destined  to 
fall  victims  to  what  we  are  compelled  by  the 
evidence  to  consider  a  carefully  devised  plan 
for  the  destruction  of  Union  soldiers,  by  weap- 
ons as  surely,  though  not  so  mercifully,  fa- 
tal, as  shot  and  shell  and  bayonet.  We  refer 
to  such,  as,  being  broken  down  in  mind  and 
intellect,  and  vitiated  in  bodily  vigor,  and 
diseased  beyond  hope  of  recovery,  by  all  the 
morbific  causes  which  the  rebel  authorities 
Lave  arrayed  against  them  during  their  im- 
prisonment,— and  who  being  discharged  from 
their  country's  service  for  disability, — will.  In 
weeks  and  months  to  come,  swell  the  local 
lists  of  mortality  in  the  districts  of  their  own 
homes. 
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Kindness  of  Rebel  Surgeons. 
We  have  been  much  gratified  to  find,  not 
only  from  the  sworn  testimony,  but  from  pri- 
vate conversation  with  a  very  large  number 
of  our  returned  prisoners,  that  tlie  treatment 
and  attention  they  received  at  the  hands  of 
the  rebel  surgeons  was  kind  and  sympathiz- 
ing ;  their  necessities  were  evidently  as  faith- 
fully ministered  to  by  these  medical  officers, 
(with  one  exception  only),  as  the  provision 
made  by  the  authorities  of  the  rebel  govern- 
ment would  allow. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ELLERSLIE  WALLACE. 


July,  1864. 


TO  THE  READERS  OF  THE  LIVING  AGE, 

AFTER  THEY  SHALL   HAVE   PERUSED  THE  REPORT  OF  THE    SANITARY  COMMITTEE 


Now  that  you  have  read  —  with  a  sorrow 
and  indignation  which  words  cannot  speak, 
and  which  can  only  be  expressed  by  tears, 
and  sobs,  and  teeth  closely  set  together  — 
the  record  of  cruelties  inflicted  upon  your 
fathers,  and  brothers,  and  sons  who  went 
forth  at  the  call  of  their  country  to  uphold 
ber  Constitution  and  Laws,  —  it  is  important 
that  you  should  have  a  clear  knowledge  of 
the  origin  of  these  horrors. 

They  seem  to  have  been  prompted  by 
fiendish  malignity  and  ingenuity.  But  the 
perpetrators  did  not  arise  from  the  bottom- 
less pit.  They  were  born  of  women.  They 
were  originally  like  yourselves.  And  if  sub- 
jected to  the  same  teniptatlons,  you  would 
become  even  as  they  are,  and  as  many 
Northern  men  have  already  become. 

These  human  beings  (for  such  they  are) 
have  had  their  worst  propensities  magnified 
and  inflamed  by  the  possession  of  despotic 
and  irresponsible  power.  Cut  off,  by  their 
own  intolerance  and  fierceness,  fi-om  the  so- 


ciety of  all  who  believe  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  from  the  influence 
of  the  public  opinion  of  Christendom  (of 
which  they  heard  only  enough  to  iri-itate 
them),  they  have  herded  together,  and  have 
"  bred  in  and  in  "  their  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  and  their  hatred  and  cru- 
elty, until  they  seem  to  have  been  delivered 
over  to  believe  that  they  have  a  Divine  right 
to  do  as  they  please,  not  only  to  their  slaves, 
but  to  all  mankind  who  differ  from  them. 

These  effects  have  legitimately  flowed  from 
Slavery.  You  must  remove  the  cause,  if  you 
wish  to  have  peace  and  union. 

But  this  cause  removed,  by  the  blessing 
of  Almighty  God  upon  our  armies,  we  shall 
dwell  together  in  safety.  The  Ca2)Ital  and 
Industry  of  the  Free  States  will  make  the 
South  the  Garden  of  America;  will  make 
her  production  an  hundred-fold ;  and  once 
more, 

"  As  a  band  of  brothers  joined, 
*"  Peace  and  safety  we  shall  find." 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  COMMITTEE 


BEING   THE 


EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BY  THE  COMMISSION 


RELATINO    TO 


TRExVTMENT  OF  UNION  PRISONERS  BY  THE  REBELS. 


EVIDENCE  OF  OFFICEES  AND  SOLDIEES  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES  AEM* 
EETUENED  AFIEE  CONFINEMENT  IN  EEBEL  PEISONS. 


Testimony  taken  at  AnnapoKs,  Maryland,  at 
United  States  Army  General  Hospital,  Di- 
vision No.  1,  May  ol,  A.D.  1864, 

CoMMissioxERs  Presext. — Dr.  Valen- 
tine Mott,  Dr.  Edward  Delafield,  Gouveraeur 
M.  Wilkins,  Esq.,  Dr.  Ellerslie  "Wallace, 
Hon.  J.  I.  Clarke  Hare,  Kev.  Treadwell 
Walden. 

TESTIMONY  OF  PRIVATES  AND  NON-COil- 
MISSIONED   OFFICERS. 

Private  Joseph  Grider,  sicorn  and  ex- 
amined : — 
I  come  from  East  Tennessee,  near  Knox- 
ville ;  enlisted  in  the  3d  East  Tennessee  in- 
fantry. I  -was  taken  prisoner  near  home, 
betrayed  by  a  citizen,  30th  October,  1863. 
I  was  taken  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  then 
taken  to  Richmond.  I  am  fifty-eight  years 
of  age  ;  my  health  was  pretty  good  when  I 
was  last  captm-ed.  The  first  time  I  was 
balled  and  chained  at  Macon,  Georgia.  I 
escaped  from  Macon,  Georgia;  was  taken 
as  a  spy ;  some  papers  found  on  me  —  re- 
cruiting papers.  Was  put  in  Libby  Prison 
first,  kept  there  about  three  weeks,  then  was 
removed  to  Danville.  I  first  escaped  August 
31st,  and  afterwards  was  retaken.  I  then 
had  my  uniform  on  as  I  had  betbre  Avhen  I 
was  taken  as  a  spy.  When  I  reached  Rich- 
mond my  health  was   only  tolerable  good, 

*  The  term  "United  States  Army"  is  used  here 
and  elsewhere  for  convenience,  and  includes  both 
the  regular  and  volunteer  service. 


which  was  occasioned  by  the  treatment  I  had 
previously  received.  During  while  I  was 
escaping  I  lived  on  stolen  corn  and  stolen 
pigs ;  I  broiled  the  meat  in  the  mountains ;  I 
was  in  Libby  about  three  weeks;  was  in 
Danville  over  five  months.  Left  Danville 
16  th  of  April  to  come  here. 

In  Libby  my  daily  ration  was  corn  bread 
—  very  rough.  It  was  not  sieved  —  plenty 
of  whole  grains  in  it ;  (witness  gives  the 
measure,  which  amounts  to  about  31  f  cubic 
inches).  There  were  corn  husks  also  in  the 
bread  as  large  as  my  two  fingers.  I  kept  a 
journal,  but  it  was  taken  from  me  ;  it  was  in 
the  haversack.  Had  meat  sometimes,  about 
every  other  day,  about  two  ounces.  The 
bread  weighed  from  a  half  pound  to  three- 
quarters  —  for  two  men  —  as  some  of  our  men 
weighed  it.  I  could  have  eat  up  my  rations 
and  my  partner's  and  not  had  enough  at  that, 
when  I  was  well.  It  was  just  the  diet  that 
made  me  sick ;  the  bread  was  not  done  half 
the  time. 

Everything  was  taken  from  me  but  mj 
dress  coat,  shirt,  pants  and  boots ;  slept  on 
the  floor;  walked  many  a  night  to  keep 
warm ;  there  were  two  hundred  and  fourteen 
men  in  the  room  I  staid  in ;  we  laid  close  to- 
gether, about  a  foot  apart. 

Rations  at  Libby  not  the  same  as  at  Dan- 
ville ;  at  Danville  we  got  black  bread,  which 
we  drew  until  it  gave  out,  then  we  had  corn 
bread.     There  were  lots  of  men  who  walked 

t  Representing  a  fraction  more  than  twelve  ounces 
of  raw  corn  meal. 
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all  night  to  keep  warm.  At  Danville  Tve  got 
bigger  of  the  black  bread  than  common ;  I 
threw  it  up,  I  couldn't  eat  it.  It  is  made  of 
cane  seed ;  I  never  knew  it  to  be  eaten  be- 
fore. I  was  in  Danville  about  four  weeks 
before  the  diarrhoea  came  on  me ;  I  had  lost 
flesh  before  and  since  my  capture.  My 
healthy  weight  is  from  two  hundred  and 
twelve  to  two  hundfed  and  fourteen  pounds. 

I  went  into  the  hospital  when  I  had  the 
diarrhoea ;  there  got  pea-soup  and  a  slice  of 
white  bread,  size  of  half  my  hand.  I  found 
bugs  in  the  soup,  that  was  boiled  out  of  the 
peas.  I  was  there  twelve  days  before  they 
gave  me  any  medicine,  or  told  me  what  was 
the  matter  with  me. 

My  diarrhoea  had  stopped  some  time  be- 
fore I  was  exchanged  ;  I  afterwards  had  the 
pleurisy.  I  have  gained  fl-esh  since  I  came 
here.  They  abuse  the  Tennesseans  worse 
than  other  'prisoners.  Our  food  was  about 
the  same. 

They  would  not  let  you  look  out  the  win- 
dows. They  shot  seven  men  for  looking  out ; 
one  was  sliot  on  my  floor ;  his  name  was  Ro- 
bert McGill;  he  got  well;  he  had  just  put 
liis  hand  out  to  throw  out  some  water. 

It  was  warm  enough  in  the  day-time  when 
we  were  stirring  about.  Sometimes  we  were 
allowed  to  go  to  the  privy  and  sometimes  we 
were  not.  We  have  been  kept  from  it  so 
much  as  three  days,  until  we  fouled  the  floor 
—  this  was  for  punishment  for  taking  a  little 
slat  or  such  thin»,  by  those  who  were  on  the 
lower  floor.  I  can  eat  two  such  corn  cakes 
&s  I  got. 

JOSEPH  GPJDER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
May  3 1st,  1804. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Private  Jackson  O.  Broshers,  stvorn  and 
examined : — 

Age,  twenty  years;  height,  six  feet  one 
inch;  ordinary  weight  from  one  hundred 
and  seventy  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
pounds.  I  have  weighed  but  one  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds ;  improved  for  a  while  in 
weight  in  the  army.  I  enlisted  from  Spencer 
county,  Indiana,  in  the  G5th  Indiana;  cap- 
tured December  16th;  in  prison  at  Belle 
Isle,  and  at  Pemberton  buildings  in  Rich- 
mond. 

Was  clad  with  great  coat  and  blanket 
when  taken.  They  were  taken  from  me ; 
they  gave  me  no  blankets  or  covering.  I 
wore  a  jacket,  shirt,  drawers,  &c.,  while  in 
prison.  The  prison  was  not  a  very  good 
place  to  stay  ;  it  was  a  tent ;  I  staid  in  it  at 
Belle  Isle ;  the  rain  came  in ;  sufflired  from 
the  cold;  it  was  cold  weather;  had  some 
little  fire  part  of  the  time ;  I  had  a  Sibley 


tent  very  much  torn ;   the  fire  was  in  the 
centre. 

I  saw  a  good  many  men  —  over  three 
hundred  —  without  shelter  for  some  weeks ; 
I  slept  on  an  old  coat  I  got  from  a  rebel; 
no  man  ever  said  he  was  comfortable  in  pi-is- 
on;  our  men  would  sleep  upon  what  they 
could  get ;  I  have  a  chronic  diarrhoea  ;  had 
corn  bread  in  prison ;  before  I  came  away 
they  gave  us  more ;  I  had  enough  for  a  while 
of  such  as  was  given  us  ;  no  whole  grains  in 
my  bread ;  it  was  white  corn  bread ;  had 
pork  once ;  don't  know  how  often  I  had 
beef;  don't  think  seven  times ;  was  in  Bello 
Isle  about  two  and  a  half  months ;  got  a 
piece  of  meat  about  the  size  of  my  two  fin- 
gers. I  judge  it  had  worms  in  it  by  the 
holes  I  saw ;  before  I  came  away,  I  got 
enough  of  such  as  it  was,  but  at  first  I 
did  not. 

I  lost  my  strength  I  think  for  the  want  of 
food;  it  was  a  month  and  a  half  that  we  had 
no  meat ;  had  not  been  sick  befoj'e  I  entered 
the  army;  most  of  the  men  complained  of 
being  hungry ;  they  appeared  ravenous  when 
the  rations  were  brought  in. 

I  have  gained  strength  since  I  have  been 
here  ;  I  have  the  diarrhoea ;  had  it  about  two 
weeks  before  I  came  from  prison  ;  I  think  I 
lost  my  strength  before  the  diarrhosa  began  ; 
lost  my  flesh  afterward ;  the  worst  of  my 
weakness  was  after  the  diarrhoea  commenc- 
ed ;  could  not  have  Avalked  three  miles  with- 
out resting  before  the  diarrhoea  came  on. 

I  did  not  suffer  from  the  want  of  air,  but 
the  want  of  room ;  I  suffered  fi-om  cold  a 
great  deal;  about  fourteen  to  fifteen  men 
sleep  in  a  Sibley  tent  in  our  army. 

I  got  some  crackers  that  they  said  came 
from  the  Sanitary  Commission,  a  cap,  over- 
coat and  canteen ;  the  other  men  got  somo 
clothing,  too,  that  they  said  came  Irom  the 
Sanitary  Commission. 

My  rations  were  somewhat  less  than  this 
bible.* 

JACKSON  O.  BROSHERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
May  31st,  1864. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Corporal  William  M.  Smith,  sivorn  and 
examined : — 

I  am  twenty-two  years  old ;  from  Ken- 
tucky ;  enlisted  in  the  8th  Kentucky  regiment 
September  24th,  1861 ;  was  captured  Sep- 
tember 20th,  1863  ;  taken  to  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia; was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Chat- 
tanooga. 

I  was  put  in  Smith's  building,  after  being 

•  Wbich  being  measured,  contains  31 J  cubic  inches. 
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some  six  days  at  Belle  Isle  ;  in  Smith's  build- 
ing about  two  months. 

Had  on  good  clothes  when  taken  in  ;  they 
took  blankets  and  oil  -cloth,  extra  shirt  and 
drawers,  &c.,  from  me  ;  while  we  were  in 
Richmond,  there  were  some  Sanitary  clothes 
sent  there ;  they  were  needed  mighty  bad ; 
the  rebels  have  taken  a  heap  of  Sanitary 
clothing,  I  think. 

At  Belle  Isle,  laid  out  on  the  naked 
ground  ;  it  rained  some  two  days. 

I  took  the  small-pox  in  Danville ;  I  was 
then  taken  to  the  hospital ;  I  wore  the  same 
clothing  I  had  before  I  got  it ;  I  wore  the 
same  clothes  when  I  came  on  here  ;  I  believe 
I  had  a  shirt  and  my  dress  coat  washed ;  I 
washed  my  drawers  myself. 

I  came  here  the  second  of  May. 

My  health  was  pretty  good  when  taken 
prisoner  ;  when  I  left  I  was  taken  out  of  the 
hospital ;  I  guess  it  was  the  small-pox,  erysip- 
elas and  diarrhoea  Avhich  brought  me  down. 

When  I  was  in  prison,  before  I  was  taken 
sick,  got  a  piece  of  corn  bread  about  the  size 
of  this  bible,  (the  same  referred  to  by  the 
other  Avituess  ;)  got  meat  three  or  four  days 
in  the  week  ;  when  sick,  got  a  small  piece  of 
wheat  bread  —  as  much  as  I  could  eat  then 

—  a  piece  of  beef  with  it,  about  two  ounces  ; 
sometimes  a  little  beef  soup,  with  red  peas  in 
it,  and  rice  ;  we  had  coffee  made  out  of  rye 

—  sometimes,  once  a  day  —  most  every  day ; 
I  took  the  small-pox  first ;  I  was  there  about 
a  week  before  I  took  it ;  felt  pretty  well  be- 
fore; did  not  get  enough  to  eat  before  ;  hun- 
gry all  the  time. 

WILLLUI  M.  SmTH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 

May31st,  1864. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Sergeant  Alfred  P.  Jones,  sioarn  and  ex- 
amined : — 

I  am  twenty-seven  years  of  age ;  am  from 
Worcester,  Massachusetts ;  I  enlisted  Sep- 
tember 14th,  1861,  in  Boston,  in  the  1st  Mas- 
sachusetts cavalry ;  was  taken  prisoner  in 
Virginia,  at  Aldie,  June  17th,  1863;  was 
taken  to  Libby  prison  June  24th,  1863. 

Was  in  prison  two  days  and  one  night; 
then  taken  to  Belle  Isle,  and  remained  there 
some  thirty  days  when  I  was  exchanged  ; 
I  was  protected  from  the  weather  by  a  tent 

—  it  was  full  of  holes  ;  some  were  as  well  off 
and  others  were  not  —  some  laid  on  the  bare 

f round  —  some  fovir  hundred ;  had  no  blan- 
et  or  overcoat  when  I  went  there. 
I  sold  my  India  rubber  cover  to  a  rebel  to 
buy  bread  with. 

A  good  many  who  went  to  the  prison  wlien 
I  did,  ha-i  their  blankets  taken  from  them ; 
the  men   said  they  wanted   the  clothes  for 
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their  own  soldiers ;  I  used  to  see  the  rebel 
officers  dressed  in  our  uniforms. 

ISIost  of  the  men  seemed  to  have  coughs, 
and  were  very  weak. 

The  prisoners  complained  of  a  want  of 
food  ;  it  was  a  general  complaint ;  I  walked 
the  streets  many  a  night ;  I  could  not  sleep 
from  hunger ;  all  complained. 

At  the  time  I  was  there  in  June  and  July, 
1863,  the  food  was  very  fair,  but  in  small 
quantities  ;  received  one-fourth  of  a  loaf  ia 
the  morning  of  wheat  bread,  which  was  three 
inches  by  three  and  three-fourths,  by  one  and 
three-fourths.  We  had  this  twice  a  day  ; 
about  two  small  mouthfuls  of  meat.  For 
supper  we  had  a  half  pint  of  bean  soup; 
don't  remember  finding  any  worms  in  it ; 
there  would  be  sand  or  gravel  in  it  ;  there 
was  no  deficiency  in  water.  We  were  al- 
lowed to  go  out  in  squads  to  bathe.  There 
were  squads  let  out  to  bathe  and  wash  their 
clothes. 

I  had  nothing  to  sleep  on  ;  it  was  warm  in 
the  day  time,  cool  at  night. 

I  heard  many  complain  of  cramp  and 
pains.  I  lost  flesh  and  strength,  and  so  did 
the  others,  from  want  of  food. 

ALFRED  P.  JONES, 
Sergeant  Co.  C,  1st  Massachusetts  Cavalry, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
May  31st,  1&04, 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr. 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Pi-ivate  William  D.  Foote,  sworn  and  ex- 
amined :  — 

I  was  born  in  Canada,  and  enlisted  in 
Buffalo,  New  York,  on  31st  October,  1862, 
in  the  9th  New  York  Cavalry  ;  I  am  twenty- 
eight  jears  of  age  ;  have  been  in  the  army 
about  a  year  and  eight  months. 

Was  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  about  nine 
months;  was  at  Belle  Isle,  and  in  the  hospi- 
tal at  Richmond  ;  was  well  when  I  was  cap- 
tured ;  I  was  taken  with  diarrhoea. 

For  first  two  or  three  months  at  Belle  Isle 
the  quality  of  rations  was  very  good  ;  hardly 
sufficient  to  sustain  life  in  quantity.  It  was 
wheat  bread,  almost  four  inches  square,  not 
exceeding  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  a  small 
portion  of  beef —  call  it  two  mouthfuls.  We 
had  this  quantity  of  bread  twice  a  day,  and  a 
small  tincupful  of  bean  soup,  which  had  black 
bugs  in  it,  which  would  float  on  the  top. 
We  then  got  corn  bread,  about  half  the  size  of 
this  Bible,  (the  same  one  previously  referred 
to,)  twice  a  day. 

I  was  seven  weeks  I  had  no  shelter  at  all ; 
the  latter  part  of  the  time  had  a  tent  full  of 
holes. 

The  latter  part  of  October  received  blan- 
kets, &c.,  from  our  Government;  my  blankets 
and  clothes  had  been  taken  from  me. 
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I  lost  flesh.  Out  of  seven  liundred  that 
came  to  Belle  Isle  with  me,  I  think  there 
were  about  two  hundred  got  shelter ;  Ave 
were  exposed  to  the  weather. 

There  was  no  name  for  our  hunger.  When 
a  boue  would  be  thrown  away  by  some,  it 
would  be  taken  up  often  by  others,  and 
boiled  to  get  something  out  of  it. 

All  who  were  there  foiled  in  strength  and 
flesh  as  I  did,  from  starvation,  I  think. 

There  were  no  sheds  put  up  lor  us. 

I  should  judge  it  was  the  corn  bread  which 
caused  the  diarrhoea.  It  appeared  to  disa- 
gree with  me,  for  when  I  had  wheat  bread,  I 
kept  my  health  perfect.  The  corn  bread 
gave  me  pain  in  my  bowels  ;  often  got  whole 
grains  and  husks  in  the  bread,  I  am  positive, 
as  I  am  on  my  oath  ;  the  proportion  would 
be  small;  after  that,  we  got  rye  and  corn 
mixed,  of  a  better  quality  of  bread. 

WILLIAM  D.  FOOTE. 

Sworn  to  and  stibgcribed  before  me, 
May  31st,  lfe(j4. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Private  Robert  Morrison,  swoi-n  and 
examined :  — 

I  was  enlisted  fi-om  the  northwest  part  of 
Ohio,  in  Pendleton,  Putnam  county,  Riley 
township,  in  the  21st  Ohio  Volunteers ;  I  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Chattanooga,  September 
20th,  18G3  ;  I  was  removed  to  Richmond  ; 
was  two  or  three  days  on  our  Avay ;  I  was 
stout  and  healthy  when  I  readied  Richmond  ; 
I  forget  the  name  of  the  prison  into  which  I 
was  put  —  I  remember,  it  was  Penibertou  ; 
I  remained  there  about  a  month,  was  then 
removed  to  Danville,  Virginia,  remained 
there  till  I  was  brought  here ;  was  placed  in 
buiWincrs  at  Danville. 

Ou"  blankets  were  taken  from  us ;  our 
oth^-  clothing  was  left  to  us :  had  no  over- 
coat ;  had  no  watch  ;  we  saved  our  money ;  I 
put  it  in  the  sole  of  my  boot ;  they  searched 
us  for  it;  we  had  a  stove — got  wood  once 
in    a  while ;    it  was    not  very  comfortable. 

My  health  v/as  first-rate  befoi'e  I  entered 
the  service ;  1  was  in  the  army  about  nine- 
teen months  before  I  was  captured  ;  had  no 
bowel  complaint  or  any  other  sickness  while 
in  our  army  ;  when  I  went  into  the  army  my 
weight  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds. 

1  got  a  chunk  of  corn  bread  daily,  the  size 
of  this  Bible* ;  it  satisfied  me  and  more  too, 
because  I  couldn't  eat  it ;  sometimes  it  was 
but  about  half  baked;  it  was  of  a  yellow 
color ;  it  was  of  a  musty  taste  ;  had  a  very 
small  ration  of  meat  about  as  large  as  three 
of  my  fingers  in  breadth,  and  about  two 
inches  in  thickness. 

♦  Tlic  same  before  referred  to. 
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I  was  about  two  months  in  j  rison  before  I 
took  sick  ;  my  first  sickness  A\as  fever  and 
ague  ;  I  had  not  had  it  before  for  some  years ; 
I  have  a  little  bowel  complaint  now,  it  doea 
not  trouble  me  much ;  I  had  the  lung  fever 
afterwards.  I  got  some  eggs  then  ;  when  I 
got  so  as  to  be  up  and  around  I  was  sent 
back  to  the  prison  ;  I  then  took  the  diar- 
rhoea ;  that  came  on  in  about  three  weeks 
aft-ef  my  return  to  the  prison  ;  it  reduced  me 
down  —  was  sent  back  to  the  hospital ;  got 
wheat  bread  then,  an  egg,  small  piece  of 
meat,  potatoes,  salt  meat,  some  soup  not  very 
good ;  there  was  rice  in  the  soup ;  was  in  a 
bed  when  I  had  the  lung  fever ;  I  could  go 
into  corn  bread  pretty  fast  at  first ;  the  meat 
was  pretty  good  —  fresh  meat ;  I  was  there 
about  six  months;  if  the  corn  bread  had  been 
good,  with  the  meat,  it  would  have  been 
plenty ;  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  eating 
corn  bread ;  it  was  kind  of  musty.  In  the , 
corn  bread  there  were  some  grains  of  corn. 

A  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  the  room 
where  I  was.  In  a  warm  evening  the  room 
was  very  close  ;  we  had  brooms  to  sweep  the 
room ;  the  privy  was  handy  ;  the  room  we 
were  in  was  about  sixty  by  sixty  feet ;  we 
had  as  much  food  as  we  wanted,  such  as  it 
was. 

There  was  about  a  foot  between  each  man  aa 
we  lay ;  we  had  a  small  yard  we  could  walk 
around,  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  feet  wide,  by 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long ;  I  think  it 
was  the  corn  bread  and  fresh  meat  that  gave 
me  the  bowel  complaint ;  I  was  not  used  to 
the  corn  bread. 

I  am  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

ROBERT  MORRISON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 
May  31,  ISOi. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 


Testimony  taken  at  United  States  Army  Gen- 
eral llospital,  Division  No.  2,  Annapolis^ 
Maryland,  May  31,  18G4. 

ALL    THE    COMMISSIONERS   PRESENT. 

Private  George  Dingman,  swo7-n  and  ex- 
amined :  — 

I  am  fifty-four  years  of  age ;  I  am  from 
Michigan;  enhsted  in  the  27th  Regiment  in 
18G2;  I  had  always  good  health  till  cap- 
tured ;  was  taken  at  Strawberry  Plain  ; 
taken  to  Richmond,  thence  to  Belle  Island 
about  the  26th  of  January  ;  had  no  shelter 
but  the  heavens ;  was  taken  by  some  one 
into  a  tent ;  had  the  rheumatism. 

No  shelter  was  provided  by  the  authori- 
ties ;  some  hundreds  had  no  shelter,  sonii. 
liad ;  no  fire ;  had  nothing  to  sleep  on  but 
them  blankets  I  brought;  had  blankets  when 
taken  prisoner. 
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(A  ration  produced)  ;  this  was  the  rations 
I  got ;  sometimes  we  got  this  twice  and  some- 
times three  times  a  day  (the  ration  weighs 
twd  ounces  of  bread  and  three-sixteenths  of 
an  ounce  of  meat ;  both  are  now  perfectly 
dry  which  causes  a  loss  of  weight);  have  had 
meat  more  than  once  a  day. 

AVas  at  Belle  Isle  two  weeks ;  think  the 
prisoners  got  a  little  more  bread  on  the  island 
than  at  the  hospital ;  my  ration  was  two 
inches  in  length  by  two  and  a  half  inches 
wide,  and  about  one  inch  thick,  three  times 
a  day,  or  tAvice  a  day  sometimes;  suffered 
from  hunger;  could  not  lay  in  bed  from 
rheumatism ;  when  the  hungry  feeling  came 
I  got  so  weak  I  could  not  walk ;  once  and  a 
while  had  a  little  soup  or  beans  raw ;  no  man 
could  eat  the  soup  unless  he  was  starving ;  it 
tasted  nasty  and  briny ;  I  could  walk  when 
I  came  here,  but  had  no  strength. 

I  saw  the  rations  the  rebel  guards  got ; 
they  were  four  times  as  much  as  ours :  they 
got  the  same  kind  of  bread  and  meat,  but 
they  could  help  themselves  out  of  the  bag. 

There  were  complaints;  the  doctor  was 
very  kind,  and  did  all  he  could. 

During  January  the  men  would  run  all 
night  to  keep  warm,  and  in  the  morning  I 
would  see  men  lying  dead ;  from  three  to  six 
or  seven ;  they  were  frozen  ;  this  was  nearly 
every  morning  I  was  there  ;  the  men  would 
run  to  keep  warm,  and  then  lie  down  and 
freeze  to  death ;  we  made  an  estimate  and 
found  that  seventeen  men  died  a  night  from 
starvation  and  cold,  on  an  average. 

If  I  were  to  sit  here  a  week  I  couldn't  tell 
you  half  our  suffering. 

GEORGE  DINGMAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 

May  ."Jlst,  1804. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Private  Charles  H.  Allen,  sivorn  and  ex- 
amined: — 

My  home  is  in  New  York ;  enlisted  in  the 
16th  New  York  Regiment  last  fourth  of  July ; 
was  sickly  then  ;  don't  know  when  I  was 
captured ;  it  was  in  Virginia ;  was  taken  to 
Belle  Isle. 

They  took  my  clothes  away;  my  extra 
clothing,  my  overcoat  and  blanket ;  it  was  at 
the  end  of  the  winter ;  slept  on  the  ground ; 
remained  about  two  months  without  shelter, 
then  went  to  the  hospital. 

It  was  cold ;  suffered  a  great  deal  with 
colli ;  some  froze  to  death ;  I  only  saw  dead 
men  once. 

We  got  corn  bread  and  sometimes  soup; 
corn  bread  twice  a  day;  meat  three  or  four 
times  a  week ;  I  got  a  (juarter  of  a  loaf  of 
corn  bread  for  each  ration  about  as  wide  as 
my  four  fingers,  and  about  four  fingers  thick. 


I  was  hungry,  pretty  ne;jrly  starved  to 
death  all  the  time. 

Rations  not  as  good  at  the  hospital ;  not  so 
large. 

Had  a  frozen  foot  and  diarrhoea  when  I 
went  to  the  hospital ;  think  it  was  the  beans 
and  water  which  gave  me  the  diarrhoea ;  I 
relished  the  bread  at  first,  then  I  lost  my 
relish  for  it ;  was  in  Belle  Isle  about  three 
months ;  from  the  last  of  the  winter. 

Was  in  Belle  Isle  two  months  before  I 
froze  my  feet;  I  heard  that  a  good  many 
more  were  frozen  to  death  ;  about  sixty  I 
suppose ;  I  did  not  go  round  the  tents,  and 
therefore  did  not  see  them ;  I  have  lost  the 
end  of  my  little  toe  (witness  exhibits  his 
frozen  toe  to  the  Commission). 

CHAS.  H.    ><  ALLEN. 

mark. 
Sworn  to  aud  subscribed  before  me, 
May  31st,  1804. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Private  Frank  Eichelberger,  sworn  and 
examined :  — 

I  am  from  Baltimore ;  enlisted  August, 
1861,  in  the  8th  Kansas,  Company  A;  cap- 
tured at  Chattanooga ;  health  good  up  to 
that  time  ;  taken  to  Richmond  and  placed  in 
a  tobacco  warehouse  ;  I  am  twenty-two  years 
of  age;  got  to  Richmond  21st  of  October; 
went  into  prison  in  December,  and  remained 
till  March. 

They  took  our  blankets  and  coats  away 
from  us ;  laid  on  planks ;  on  the  floor ;  it  was 
warm  when  we  were  crowded. 

Got  corn  bread,  rice,  sweet  potatoes; 
meat  once  a  week  ;  got  rice  and  sweet  pota- 
toes every  other  day  :  corn  bread  three  inches 
square,  one  and  a  half  inches  thick,  twice  a 
day:  teacupful  of  rice  ;  sometimes  soup,  two- 
thu'ds  of  a  pint ;  we  got  soup  about  as  often 
as  we  got  meat. 

It  did  not  satisfy  hunger ;  my  appetite  was 
never  satisfied ;  my  health  declined  rapidly. 

I  got  a  heavy  cold ;  and  then  went  to  the 
hospital,  when  I  had  the  pneumonia ;  the 
condition  of  the  other  men  was  about  the 
same  with  regard  to  their  food  and  accom- 
modations ;  they  complained  of  their  treat- 
ment while  at  the  hospital ;  got  dried  apples 
and  coffee  sent  to  us  from  the  North. 

I  had  no  pain  when  I  suffered  from  hun- 
ger ;  could  not  sleep  on  account  of  hunger ; 
did  not  suffer  from  cold  a  great  deal ;  the 
loaf  shown  to  me  is  just  like  what  we  got; 
about  one-third  of  it  (loa»f  weighs  fifteen  oun- 
ces, and  measured  about  thirty-one  and  a 
half  cubic  inches),  twice  a  day. 

The  rebel  guards  got  the  same  kind  of 
bread ;  a  gi-eat  deal  more ;  enough  to  satisfy 
any  man's  hunger ;   sometimes  ■  their  bread 
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was  better  than  this ;  the  bread  was  made  of 
corn  meal  not  sifted  ;  no  grains  or  cob  in  it 
that  I  saw ;  I  believe  some  of  our  men  did 
complain ;  haven't  heard  any  reason  why  we 
were  not  better  led. 

FRANK  EICHELBERGER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
May  3lst,  lSii4. 

D.  P.  Buowxv,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Private  Daniel  McMann,  sicorn  and  ex- 
amined :  — 

I  am  from  New  York ;  enlisted  in  the  43d 
New  York  ;  captured  at  Gettysburg ;  was 
fiickly  when  captured ;  taken  to  Richmond ; 
placed  in  Belle  Isle. 

Took  my  coat  and  blanket  away ;  gave  us 
no  covering :  some  laid  out  on  a  bank ; 
reached  Belle  Isle  in  July ;  a  number  of  men 
had  to  lie  out  on  the  bare  ground  —  two 
hundred  ;   I  was  there  till  after  Christmas. 

I  suffered  from  cold  very  much,  and  so  did 
the  men  more  than  I;  we  had  cold  rain 
storms ;  some  men  froze  to  death  in  a  ditch. 

It  was  not  much  better  in  the  tents ;  I  saw 
men  carried  out  of  the  tents  in  blankets, 
dead ;  saw  this  more  than  once ;  I  suppose 
the}'  died  mostly  from  hunger  and  cold. 

We  got  about  one-third  the  loaf  shown, 
of  corn  bread  (loaf  weighed,  and  weighs  fif- 
teen ounces)  twice  a  day ;  sometimes  but 
ouce ;  meat  once  regularly ;  a  small  piece 
about  as  big  as  my  four  fingers  together. 

Went  into  the  hospital  after  Christmas, 
and  remained  till  last  of  March  ;  rations 
worse  in  hospital ;  as  much  bread,  meat  and 
sou[)  given  to  us  the  same  day  at  the  hospi- 
t;^l;  they  were  bad  and  we  could  not  eat 
then> ;  a  hungry  man  could  not  eat  the  meat 
and  soup ;  there  is  but  one  man  here  who 
was  in  the  ward  with  me  at  the  hospital. 

Suffered  from  hunger  at  Belle  Isle ;  heard 
others  complain;  had  the  measles  and  a 
touch  of  tlie  diarrhoea ;  my  strength  did  not 
keep  up  till  I  got  the  diarrhoea ;  when  I  would 
go  down  to  the  river  to  get  a  drink,  I  could 
hardly  stand  or  get  back  ;  river  about  fifty 
yards  oif. 

j\Iy  guards  were  not  hungry,  for  they 
would  sometimes  throw  bread  in  to  the  pris- 
oners; have  ])icked  it  up  myself;  it  was  better 
bread  than  ours  ;  not  so  coarse. 

I  saw  a  man  kill  a  dog  and  eat  part  of  it, 
and  he  sold  the  rest  of  it ;    I  got  some, 
his 
DANIEL  ><    McMANN. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 

May  3181,  ISfVi. 

D.  P.  BuowN,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 


Private  Walter  S.  Sjiith,  sicorn  a'ul  ex- 
amined :  — 

Am  from  New  York  ;  enlisted  August 
27th,  18G1,  in  the  48th  New  York;  captured 
at  Morris  Island,  July  18th  taken  to  Co- 
lumbia, S.  C. ;  never  had  any  blanket ;  ra- 
tions were  corn  bread — enough —  small  piece 
of  meat  and  rice ;  done  very  well  there ; 
from  there  taken  to  Richmond  —  LIbby 
Prison. 

Was  put  on  Belle  Isle  in  two  days  after . 
tents  torn,  holes  in  them ;  about  half  of  ouv 
men  slept  outside — fifty ;  It  rained  through 
the  tents. 

Some  laid  out  in  the  snow  and  frost;  I 
laid  on  the  ground ;  the  men  that  laid  out, 
some  had  blankets  and  some  had  none  ;  some 
froze  to  death  ;  many  had  their  feet  frozen  ; 
all  that  slept  out  suffered  from  cold  some 
in  tents  suffered  from  cold  . 

I  saw  men  that  had  frozen  to  death  in  the 
night ;  I  saw  this  seven  or  eight  times. 

We  had  wheat  bread  when  we  first  w<;nt 
there ;  about  eight  inches  by  four  and  a-half, 
by  an  inch  and  a  half  or  more  thick  ;  meat 
ration  four  or  five  times  a  week,  as  big  as  my 
three  fingers,  each  time,  for  three  or  lour 
months  ;  after  that  got  none,  except  once  in 
a  while  :  I  had  a  chronic  diarrhoea  ;  kept  my 
strength  pretty  well  till  then ;  lost  fiesh  before. 

The  corn  bread  was  very  poor — ground 
with  cob ;  on  the  days  they  gave  us  meat, 
they  gave  us  less  bread ;  when  we  had  meat, 
the  bread  ration  was  about  one-half  the  size 
of  the  loaf  produced  here,  (same  as  before 
referred  to,  weighing  fifteen  ounces)  ;  we  got 
half  of  this  loaf  (for  the  whole  day)  when  we 
got  meat;  two-thirds  when  we  had  no  meat; 
we  never  got  as  much  as  the  whole  loaf; 
when  we  came  away,  they  gave  us  rations  to 
last  through  the  day — one  loaf;  we  got  soup 
four  or  five  times  a  week  at  first ;  souj)  and 
meat  same  day ;  latter  part  of  time,  scarce 
any  soup. 

The  guards  fcired  better;  they  got  meat 
when  we  did  not;  they  got  a  third  more 
bread ;  our  rations  not  sufficient  to  keep 
down  hunger ;  suffered  the  last  three  months  ; 
had  the  diarrhoea  twice  ;  got  It  the  last  time, 
three  or  four  days  before  I  came  away ;  the 
men  suffered  very  much  who  had  been  on  the 
island  for  some  time ;  felt  no  pain  when 
hungry ;  never  kept  from  sleeping  from 
hunger  ;  left  Belle  Isle,  1 7th  of  March  ; 
think  thirty  or  forty  died  wiiile  I  was  there. 

I  have  heard  the  men  running  round  the 
tents  to  keep  warm  at  all  hours  of  the 
night ;  the  river  was  frozen  a  little  while  I 
was  there  ;  the  current  is  rapid. 

The  water  would  freeze  two  or  three 
inches  In  the  bucket  at  night ;  the  main 
street  of  the  camp  would  be  very  much 
filled  with  men  lying  there. 
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From  the  general  talk  from  tlie  men  in 
the  camp,  I  think  that  the  statement,  that 
seventeen  men  would  die  on  an  average  a 
night,  is  likely  to  be  correct. 

WALTER  S.  SMITH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
May  3ist,  1804. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

linited  States  Commissioner. 


Testimony  talcen  at  United  States  Army  Gen- 
eral Hof'pltnl,  Division  No.  1,  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  June  \st,  1864. 

ALL   THE   COMMISSIONERS   PRESENT. 

Private  Wm.  W.  Wilcox,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  sworn  and  examined: — 

I  enlisted  August,  1862,  in  the  124th  Ohio 
Volunteers. 

Taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Chlcka- 
mauga,  Ga.,  September,  1863;  taken  to 
Tunnel  Hill,  Ga. ;  was  in  good  health  at  the 
time  of  capture ;  thence  to  Richmond,  Va. ; 
placed  on  Belle  Ible. 

They  took  everything  except  the  natural 
clothing,  even  to  knife,  on  body  ;  no  blankets 
given  us ;  I  hid  my  money  and  they  did  not 
get  that. 

No  shelter  provided ;  slept  on  bare  ground ; 
no  covering  in  the  least ;  was  put  on  the  Isle 
the  last  day  of  Septemlicr,  or  first  of  Octo- 
ber ;  staid  there  eleven  days ;  men  came 
when  I  did ;  had  no  shelter ;  were  turned  in- 
to an  enclosure  in  which  there  was  no  shel- 
ter ;  I  suppose  there  were  two  thousand 
without  shelter. 

Removed  to  the  city  of  Richmond ;  wc 
were  all  removed  there  ;  placed  in  Smith's 
tobacco  factory ;  no  covering  nor  bed  until 
the  blankets  were  sent  to  us  by  the  United 
States;  received  the  blankets  about  the  1st 
of  December. 

Removed  to  Danville,  and  placed  in  to- 
bacco warehouse ;  windows  broken  out ;  mis- 
erable cold  place ;  we  took  the  blankets  with 
us  from  Richmond  ;  so  cold,  we  suffered  ;  no 
means  to  keep  warm,  except  by  walking 
around  ;  the  cold  prevented  sleeping  to  a 
great  extent ;  a  man  could  not  sleep  alone 
comfortable  with  one  blanket. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  stealing  of 
^/lankets  by  the  guards  ;  the  men  traded 
thqir  blankets  for  rice  ;  the  guards  would 
bring  rice  to  the  window,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  pounds,  and  offer  to  exchange  for 
our  blankets  ;  they  would  come  to  the  win- 
dows and  say,  "  stick  your  blanket  out  so 
I  can  get  hold  of  the  end  of  it ;"  then  two  or 
more  of  the  guards  would  jerk  the  blanket 
away  and  not  give  the  rice ;  this  was  not 
a  general  thing,  though  it  was  often  done ; 
the  motive  of  the  men  for  doing  this,  was, 
they  were  so  near  starved  out  that  they  were 
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ready  to  take  anything ;  the  guard  would 
pass  in  bags  of  sand  in  place  of  rice  and 
take  blankets. 

When  we  first  came  there,  our  bread  was 
made  from  middlings,  shorts  and  bran,  such 
as  we  feed  our  cattle  ;  it  was  a  combination 
of  most  everything,  corn-hulls,  bran,  and 
refuse  Hour ;  got  about  half  pound :  the 
bulk  was  only  one-quarter  larger  than  the 
loaf  shown,  but  was  lighter  tiian  this  ;  I 
should  say  from  two  to  three  ounces  lighter. 

Our  beef,  when  we  first  went  there,  would 
range  from  four  to  six  ounces  a  day. 

Our  soup  was  made  from  sweet  potatoes ; 
about  half  pint  in  quantity,  and  the  liquor 
the  beef  was  boiled  in ;  some  days  we  would 
not  get  any  soup ;  the  soup  was  hardly  pal- 
atable. 

There  was  a  difference  in  our  rations ;  we 
drew  this  black  bread  for  about  a  week,  then 
drew  corn  bread ;  the  corn  bread  was  about 
the  size  for  a  ration  as  the  loaf  shown  here ; 
I  should  judge  our  rations  were  heavier  tliau 
that  loaf,  about  two  to  three  ounces,  (loaf 
weighs  now  twelve  ounces  and  a  friiction). 

In  every  ration  there  was  cobs,  whole  corn, 
as  hard  as  on  the  cobs,  sometimes  husks  as 
long  as  my  finger;  the  loaf  was  sweet  when 
we  first  got  it ;  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  hunger. 

The  way  it  affected  mc  was  to  make  me  so 
weak  I  would  become  blind  ;  if  I'd  get  up  to 
move  as  far  as  across  this  room,  I  Avould  be- 
come blind  and  everything  would  got  dark, 
and  I  would  fall  from  weakness  ;  my  strength 
kept  declining  all  the  time  before  I  got  the 
diarrhcea ;  did  not  have  much  diarrhoea  until 
the  first  of  JMarch. 

I  was  removed  to  the  hospital  about  the 
middle  of  December,  from  Danville  ;  I  had 
no  disease  I  know  of  but  weakness,  swelHng 
of  the  legs,  with  purple  and: inflamed  and 
yellow  spots  ;  the  skin  cracked  and  water 
ran  out  of  my  legs  ;  rations  better  at  the  hos- 
pital, when  I  first  went  there,  than  they 
were  in  prison ;  we  were  allowed  no  privilege 
at  all  in  prison. 

After  we  tunnelled  out,  we  were  only  al- 
loAved  to  go  to  the  privy  six  at  a  time ;  the 
floor  was  in  one  mess — filthy ;  an  ordinary 
one-horse  wagon  load  of  human  excrement 
on  the  floor  every  morning. 

Not  allowed  to  look  out  the  window  ;  was 
shot  at  twice  for  looking  out ;  a  man  was  shot 
alongside  of  m«,  while  standing  at  the  win- 
dow ;  he  was  standing  two  feet  from  the  win- 
dow, with  his  hand  on  the  casement ;  the  sen- 
try could  not  see  him  from  the  sentry's  beat ; 
I  presume  the  sentry  saw  his  shadow ;  he 
stepped  out  of  his  position  to  shoot  at  him, 
perhaps  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  ;  the  sen- 
try shot  him  in  the  head  and  killed  him  in- 
stantly ;  I  suppose  I  have  seen  five  hundred 
men  shot  at  •  our  orders  were  not  to  put  our 
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heads  out  the  windows ;  this  man  had  not 
put  his  liead  out  at  that  time;  he  had  rolled 
up  his  blanket  and  was  standing  over  the 
place  where  he  slept  on  the  floor ;  his  name 
was  Alexander  Opes,  of  the  101st  Indiana. 
With  one  exception,  we  were  treated  very 
well  by  the  physicians ;  never  heard  any 
fault  found  of  any  physician  but  Dr.  Moses, 
of  Charlestown  ;  don't  know  his  first  name  ; 
when  once  we  had  mouldy  bread  given  to  us 
in  the  hospital.  Dr.  Fontleroy  made  a  fuss 
about  it  and  had  it  changed. 

WM.  W.  WILCOX. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  ^ 

June  1st,  1864. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Private  William  D.  Foote,  recalled: — 

The  first  case  of  death  I  remember,  was  a 
Massachusetts  man,who  died  from  frozen  feet ; 
from  the  looks  of  them  you  could  hardly  tell 
they  were  feet ;  he  laid  in  the  next  bed  to 
me  ;  they  first  took  off  the  toes  of  one  of  the 
feet,  and  then  took  oif  the  foot;  in  a  few 
days  he  died  from  amputation ;  he  was  in  the 
same  ward ;  brought  in  the  middle  of  No- 
vember. Saw  no  man  frozen  to  death  on 
Belle  Isle  ;  saw  any  number  of  men  brought 
in  with  frozen  feet,  who  afterwards  suffered 
amputation ;  ten  or  twelve  persons  were  so 
brought  in  ;  two  or  three  of  the  amputated 
cases  died  ;  I  speak  of  what  occurred  in  my 
ward. 

WILLIAM  D.  FOOTE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  1st,  1S64. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Private  Hiram  J.  Neal  sworn  and  exam- 
'  ined :  — 

I  am  from  Maine ;  enlisted  in  the  4th 
Maine  Regiment ;  taken  prisoner  at  Bristow 
Station,  in  October,  18G3 ;  taken  to  the 
Pemberton  prison,  from  there  to  Belle 
Island,  which  I  reached  24th  February  ; 
remained  until  January  18th,  blankets 
taken  from  me  ;  nothing  given  in  their  place  ; 
after  eight  days,  we  had  tents  at  Belle 
Island. 

At  first  the  men  had  to  lay  out  till  they 
could  find  tents ;  had  nothing  to  sleep  upon. 

About  one-fifth  of  the  men  were  permitted 
by  the  rebels  to  retain  their  blankets ;  had  no 
straw  or  board  to  lie  on  ;  tents  old  and  rotten 
— full  of  holes ;  those  in  the  tents  managed 
to  keep  warm,  though  they  couldn't  sleep ; 
those  out  of  the  tents,  from  three  to  six 
hundred,  tried  to  run  about  to  keep  warm. 

Saw  many  with  frozen  feet  carried  off;  in 
one  morning  saw  eleven  corpses,  three  frozen 
stiff.     Near  first  of  January,  deaths  occurred 


eight  or  ten  in  twenty-four  hours,  principally 
in  the  night ;  I  deem  the  causes  of  those 
deaths  to  have  been  exposure  and  starvation. 

When  I  left,  January  18th,  there  were 
about  five  thousand  men  there  ;  I  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  hospital  for  diarrhoea  and  dis- 
ability. 

Rations  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  hunger; 
waked  up  one  night  and  found  myself  gnaw- 
ing my  coat  sleeve ;  used  to  dream  of  having 
something  good  to  eat. 

I  had  a  pain  in  my  chest  and  bowels ;  had 
the  diarrhoea  when  I  was  captured ;  had  a 
pain  in  my  b.  vwels  then ;  had  about  four  move- 
ments of  the  bowels  a  day  before  captured; 
not  able  to  do  duty  all  the  time ;  I  had  been 
thirty-six  hours  on  the  march  with  one  night's 
rest  just  before  I  was  captured ;  was  in  the 
ficjht  about  an  hour. 

HIRAM  J.  NEAL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  1st,  1864. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Private  Charles   F.   Pfounstiel,  sioorn 
and  examined: — 

I  am  a  German ;  enlisted  in  2d  Maryland, 
September  24,  1862  ;  captured  in  Tennessee; 
imprisoned  in  Belle  Island ;  reached  there 
January  21st;  remained  till  6th  of  March. 

They  took  my  blankets,  sixty  dolkirs  in 
money,  and  a  watch  worth  thirty  dollars. 

For  two  days  had  no  shelter;  then  I  got  in 
the  tents ;  air  came  in  on  every  side ;  many 
men  without  tents;  two  hundred  men  went 
in  with  me;  the  greater  part  had  no  tents; 
some  had  a  blanket  or  old  coat. 

Some  froze  to  death ;  could  not  keep  warm ; 
one  out  of  my  regiment  froze  to  death ;  he 
reported  to  the  doctor  that  he  was  sick  but 
he  paid  him  no  attention,  perhaps  because 
the  man  could  not  sjjeak  English. 

Every  morning  we  carried  out  some  men 
froze  to  death,  and  from  starvation  some  four 
or  five  men. 

We  did  not  get  enough  to  eat;  ten  or 
twelve  ounces  of  corn  bread  and  two  spoon')" 
of  beans  almost  rotten ;  sometimes  we  ha'^ 
soup — not  fit  to  eat,  yet  had  to  cat  it ;  ha* 
meat  only  three  or  four  times  while  I  wa, 
there ;  two  or  three  ounces  each  time  ;  I  wa 
hungry  all  the  time. 

I  could  not  sleep  for  hunger  and  cold,  dirt 
and  lice ;  I  washed  twice  a  day  in  the  James 
!  river ;  strength  kept  up  till  last  eight  days ; 
I  then  I  felt  sick  in  my  bowels ;  had  no  diar- 
I  rhcea ;  did  not  go  to  the  hospital ;  left  with 
j  the  9th  Maryland. 

I  saw  a  good  many  cases  carried   in   a 
I  blanket  to  the  doctor,  and  when  they  got 
there  many  of  them  were  dead ;  had  my  feet 
,  frozen. 


TO   PRISONERS    OF   WAR. 


There  might  be  many  deaths  I  did  not  see ; 
I  have  reason  to  beheve  there  was.  I  have 
stated  what  I  saw — three  or  four  a  night. 

The  men  would  dig  holes  in  the  ground  to 
lie  in  at  night  to  protect  them  from  the  air. 
CIIAS.  F.  PFOUNSTIEL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
Juue  1st,  1S64. 

D.  P.  Browx,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 


TESTIMONY  OF  COMMISSIONED  AND 
MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

Captain   A.    R.  Calhoux,   sworn   and  ex- 
amined:— 

I  am  from  Kentucky ;  was  not  mustered  in 
at  the  time  of  capture:  was  captured  at 
North  Eastern  Georgia ;  was  taken  to  LIbby 
Prison;  captured  in  October,  18G3,  rnd 
reached  Libby  in  Novembei*. 

We  were  taken  from  Atlanta  in  open  box 
cars,  without  shelter ;  we  lay  on  the  floor, 
wounded  men  and  all;  men  with  the  diar- 
rhoea had  no  accommodations,  and  had  to 
perform  the  operations  of  nature  in  the  cars ; 
all  packed  closely ;  there  was  about  fifty 
wounded ;  some  amputations. 

Just  before  we  left  Atlanta,  one  of  our 
men  with  diarrhcEa,  went  to  the  back  house, 
which  was  beyond  the  line  our  prisoners 
were  allowed  to  go ;  there  was  a  bunch  of 
dried  leaves  at  the  corner  of  the  back  house  ; 
they  could  not  have  been  a  foot  beyond  the 
line,  and  when  the  man  went  to  pick  them 
up,  the  guard  fired  and  killed  him. 

On  entering  Libby  it  was  thirty-six  hours 
before  we  had  any  rations  given  us,  and 
would  have  suffei-ed,  if  the  officers  already 
there  had  not  shared  with  us ;  I  mean  our 
officers. 

We  were  packed  in  a  room  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  feet  long  by  forty-five  feet 
wide,  and  already  occupied  by  nearly  three 
hundred  men. 

We  had  no  clothing  or  bedding  given  to  us ; 
there  were  eleven  men  of  us  ;  what  we  had 
was  taken  from  us  by  our  captors  ;  it  was  very 
cold  ;  the  windows  were  broken  at  each  end 
of  the  room ;  our  comrades  also  shared  their 
blankets  and  continued  to  do  so  until  we  I 
were  supplied  by  blankets  from  the  Sanitary 
Committee ;  even  then  they  would  not  aver- 
age over  a  blanket  to  a  man,  in  my  room. 

It  was  so  filthy  that .  our  clothing  and 
blankets  soon  became  covered  with  vermin ; 
the  floors  of  the  prison  were  washed  late  in 
the  afternoon  nearly  every  day,  so  that  Avhen 
we  came  to  lie  down  It  was  very  damp ;  we 
bad  nothing^but  our  clothing  and  blanket  to 
lie  on ;  the  result  was  that  nearly  every  man 
had  a  cough. 

We  were  wormed  and  dove-tailed  together 
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like  fish  in  a  basket ;  in  this  room  was  the 
sink  and  privy ;  we  did  our  washing  and 
dried  our  clothes  in  the  same  room ;  two 
stoves  in  the  room,  one  at  each  end,  and  two 
or  three  arinfuls  of  wood  for  each  per  day. 

We  were  not  allowed  to  go  within  three 
feet  of  the  windows  to  look  out ;  but  men 
could  not  help  this,  and  were  repeatedly 
fired  upon  ;  in  this  firing  they  wounded  four 
officers ;  there  was  hardly  a  day  passed  with- 
out firing ;  any  one  whe  hung  clothes  near 
or  on  the  windows,  had  the  clothes  confis- 
cated and  were  put  in  the  cells. 

Twice  each  day  the  men  were  crowded 
into  two  rooms  for  roll  call ;  in  this  room 
were  the  sick  and  weak  who  could  hardly 
stand ;  the  crowd  was  immense ;  our  men 
were  counted  out  one  by  one ;  the  officers — 
there  were  one  thousand  officers ;  any  one 
not  attending  this  roll  call  was  compelled  to 
stand  in  ranks  four  hours  on  the  floor. 

When  I  fii-st  entered  Libby  in  November, 
we  received  a  small  loaf  of  corn  bread,  about 
two  ounces  of  poor  beef  and  a  little  boiled 
rice  each  day ;  the  loaf  was  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  longer,  thicker  and  heavier  than 
this.*  The  crust  was  very  thick  ;  we  used  to 
call  it  iron-clad,  and  grate  it  and  make  mush 
out  of  it,  as  the  most  palatable  way ;  we  could 
not  grate  the  crusts. 

Atl:er  November  we  received  about  two 
ounces  of  beef  once  in  four  weeks  on  an 
average ;  from  the  25th  of  March  till  the  Gth 
of  May,  not  a  bit  of  meat  was  issued  in 
officers'  quarters. 

For  the  three  months  of  Feburary,  March, 
and  April,  there  was  a  pint  of  black  peas 
issued  to  each  man  every  week,  and  a  little 
vinegar ;  these  peas  were  full  of  bugs,  nearly 
every  ration ;  they  called  them  bugs,  but  they 
were  little  white  maggots  in  a  chrysalis  state ; 
we  pounded  the  peas  so  as  to  mash  them, 
and  let  the  bugs  flow  to  the  surface ;  there 
was  about  an  ounce  of  soap  and  a  little  salt 
given  each  man. 

This  was  inadequate  to  satisfy  hunger,  and 
for  two  months  I  have  had  a  burning  sensa- 
tion, when  in  prison,  in  my  intestines.  I 
used  to  dream  of  food,  and  foolishly  would 
blame  myself  for  not  having  eaten  more 
when  at  home ;  the  subject  of  food  engrossed 
my  entire  thoughts ;  not  all  suffered  as  I  did ; 
the  majority  did;  some  were  fortunate  enough 
to  receive  boxes  from  home. 

We  were  allowed  to  write  letters  once 
each  week,  not  to  exceed  six  fines. 

Boxes  sent  us  from  the  North  were  stored 
in  a  warehouse  near  the  prison  ;  we  could  see 
them  in  the  windows ;  the  contents  of  the 
boxes  were  being  stolen  or  ruined  by  keep- 
ing, and  when  issued  I  think  would  have 

*  The  same  loaf  before  referred  to. 
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been  eaten  by  none  but  starving  men ;  every 
package  and  can  was  broken  open,  and  the 
contents  Avore  poured  promiscuously  into  a 
blanket,  so  that  everything  ran  in  together  ; 
they  stole  a  groat  many  of  our  boxes :  one  of 
the  guards  told  me  that  they  saw  our  men 
escaping  through  the  tunnel,  and  that  they 
did  not  prevent  them,  supposing  it  was  their 
own  men  stealing  our  boxes;  the  Sanitary 
supply  sent  us,  we  received  but  little  of;  we 
were  allowed  to  send  out  and  buy  at  ex- 
travagant prices ;  they  sold  us  the  Sanitary 
hams,  butter,  and  stationery.  Marks  of  the 
Sanitary  Commission  were  on  the  cases  and 
on  the  paper. 

For  trivial  ofTences,  officers  were  sent  to 
the  cells ;  there  had  been  about  eighty-five 
men  in;  many  of  those  men  were  innocent 
that  were  placed  there  as  hostages ;  they  said 
the  cells  were  damp,  walls  green,  no  stoves; 
they  were  about  twelve  feet  by  twenty ;  at 
one  time  there  were  sixteen  men  in  those 
cells;  some  had  to  stand  all  night;  I  believe 
this  fully.  I  was  in  the  hospital  with  pneu- 
monia. 

Just  before  I  left,  Capt.  Stevens  received 
a  small  box  from  home,  sat  down  and  ate  to 
excess,  as  any  man  would  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  died  a  few  hours  afterwards. 

The  surgeon  was  very  kind  to  us.  The 
hospital  food  was  just  like  the  quarter  food, 
with  the  exception  of  a  little  rye  coiiee  and 
sugar;  not  quite  so  much  bread. 

I  had  a  burning  sensation  on  the  inside, 
with  a  general  failing  in  strength.  A  man 
had  a.  piece  of  ham  which  I  looked  at  for 
hours. 

When  I  came  away  on  the  IGth  of  May, 
and  saw  the  pale  faces  of  the  men  through 
the  bars,  I  cried.  They  begged  me  for 
God's  sake  to  appeal  to  the  Government  and 
write  to  the  papers — to  do  anything  in  the 
world  to  get  them  relieved.  I  am.  confident 
that  if  they  remain  long  in  that  situation, 
they  will  never  be  fit  for  anything.  The 
men  never  blame  our  Government  for  their 
suffering. 

I  know  the  Rebels  have  plenty,  for  we 
went  down  into  the  cellar,  and  brought  up 
corn  meal,  flour,  potatoes  and  turnips,  which 
we  divided  with  our  fellows;  the  flour  was 
excellent;  I  ate  about  a  quart  of  it.  lam 
a  communicant  in  the  church,  and  was 
studying  for  the  ministry  when  the  war  broke 
out.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 

A.  R.  CALHOUN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  1st,  18G4. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

Uuitcd  States  Commissioner. 


CRUELTIES    OF   REBEL   AUTHORITIES 


I  certify  that  the  foregoing  tostlitiony  was 
taken  and  reduced  to  writing  in  the  presence 
of  the  respective  witnesses,  and  hy  them 
sworn  to  in  my  presence,  at  the  times,  places, 
and  in  the  manner  set  forth. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Testimony/,  hj  lelier,   of  LieuL-Col.   Farns- 
worth,  1st  Conn.  Cavalry. 

Norwich,  June  29th,  1864. 

Gentlemen  : — In  reply  to  a  letter  from 
one  of  your  Committee,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  statement  of  what  I  saw, 
heard  and  felt  of  the  treatment  of  prisoners 
of  war  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  at 
Richmond,  Virginia: 

I  entered  service  October,  18G1;  was  cap- 
tured on  the  1-lth  of  July,  1863,  in  a  cavalry 
skirmish  near  Ilalltown,  Va.;  was  conveyed 
to  Richmond,  and  confined  in  Libby  prison ; 
was  paroled  and  sent  North  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1864. 

My  treatment  by  my  immediate  captors 
was  gentlemanly  in  the  extreme ;  even  going 
so  far  as  to  assist  me  in  concealing  money,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  Richmond  authorities  from 
robbing  me. 

Upon  reaching  the  Libby,  we  were  rigidly 
searched,  and  all  moneys  and  attractive  jack- 
knives,  nice  overcoats  and  meerschaum  pipes 
were  kindly  appropriated  by  the  prison  au- 
thorities; rubber  blankets,  canteens,  spurs 
and  haversacks  were  taken  from  us.  Lieut. 
Moran,  for  complaining  of  this  treatment,  was 
knocked  down  by  Richard  Turner,  inspector 
of  the  prison  clothing. 

There  was  never  an  issue  of  clothing  or 
blankets  made  by  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties during  the  time  I  was  there  confined. 
We  did  receive  one  hundred  (100)  each  of 
tin  plates,  cups,  knives,  forks,  (mostly  dam- 
aged by  bayonet-thrusts,  they  having  been 
picked  up  from  battle-fields),  for  the  use  of 
one  thousand  (1000)  officers. 

Accommodations — In  six  (G)  rooms, 
one  hundred  by  forty,  there  were  confined  as 
many  as  twelve  hundred  (1200)  officers  of 
all  ranks,  from  Brigadier- General  to  Second 
Lieutenant.  This  space  was  all  that  was  al- 
lowed us  in  which  to  cook,  eat,  wash,  sleep 
and  exercise.  You  can  see  that  soldierly 
muscle  must  fast  deteriorate  when  confined 
to  twenty  (20)  superficial  feet  of  plank ;  we 
were  not  allowed  benches,  chairs  or  stools, 
nor  even  to  fold  our  blankets  and  sit  upon 
them ;  but  were  forced  to  sit  like  so  many 
slaves  upon  the  middle  passage. 

This  continued  until  the  appointment  of 
General  Butler,  Commissioner  of  Exchange, 
after  which  time  we  Avere  allowed  chairs  and 
stools,  which  we  made  from  the  boxes  and 
barrels  sent  us  from  the  North. 


TO   PRISONERS    OF   WAR. 


There  was  plenty  of  water  allowed  us,  and 
a  tank  for  bathing  in  four  (4)  of  the  rooms. 

There  were  seventy-six  (76)  windows  in 
the  six  (6)  rooms,  from  which  in  winter  there 
was  no  protection. 

Subsistence. — Our  rations  consisted  of 
one-quarter  (:|)  of  a  pound  of  beef,  nine 
(9)  ounces  of  bread  of  variable  quality,  gen- 
erally of  wheat  flour,  though  sometimes  of 
weat  flour  and  corn  meal,  a  gill  of  rice,  and 
a  modicum  of  salt  and  vinegar  per  day.  This 
continued  until  the  11th  of  November,  which 
was  the  first  day  that  meat  was  not  issued, 
and  bread  made  entirely  of  corn  meal  was 
substituted  for  wheat  bread  ;  this  meal  was 
composed  of  cob  and  grain  ground  together, 
and  when  mixed  with  cold  water,  without 
salt  or  any  raising,  made  the  bread.  Meat 
was  next  issued  on  the  14th,  and  the  issue 
suspended  on  the  21st.  On  the  26th  we  re- 
ceived salt  pork,  sent  to  the  prisoners  by  the 
United  States  Government ;  from  this  time 
out,  meat  was  like  angels'  visits ;  sometimes 
it  was  issued  at  intervals  of  ten  days,  and 
sometimes  not  in  thirty  (30);  the  longest  in- 
terval was  thirty-four  (34)  days. 

The  amount  of  rations  first  issued  will  un- 
doubtedly sustain  life  ;  but  their  long  contin- 
uance without  exercise  will  produce  disease 
of  a  scorbutic  nature. 

The  rations  issued  after  the  11th  of  No- 
vember will  not  sustain  life,  and  without  the 
aid  sent  to  us  irom  the  North  the  mortality 
would  have  been  great.  Nine  ounces  of  such 
corn  bread  and  a  cup  of  water  per  day,  are 
poorer  rations  than  those  issued  to  the  vilest 
criminal  in  the  meanest  States  prison  in  the 
Union  ;  yet  this  was  considered  fit  treatment 
by  the  hospitable  chivalry  of  the  South  to  be 
extended  to  men  taken  in  honorable  warfare, 
any  one  of  them  the  peer  of  the  arch  traitor, 
JefF.  Davis. 

Boxes. — We  began  to  receive  boxes  In 
October.  These  came  in  good  order,  were 
inspected  In  our  presence,  and  delivered  to 
us  entire  ;  they  came  regularly,  and  were 
delivered  In  good  order  up  to  about  the  first 
of  January ;  after  this  time  boxes  were 
sent  regularly  from  the  North,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  Col.  Ould,  Commissioner  of  Ex- 
change, but  they  were  not  issued  to  us  ;  they 
were  stored  in  a  building  within  sight  of  the 
prison,  and  at  the  time  of  my  leaving,  three 
thousand  (3000)  had  been  received  there  and 
not  delivered  to  us ;  what  was  the  cause  of 
this  non-delivery  of  boxes  we  were  never 
informed.  They  keep  up  a  semblance  of 
delivery,  however,  by  the  issue  of  five  (5)  or 
six  (6)  a  week,  they  receiving  from  the 
North  about  three  hundred  (300)  a  week. 

The  contents  of  these  boxes  were,  un- 
doubtedly, appropriated  to  the  private  use  of 
the  officials  in  and  about  Richmond.     Ilere 
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Is  simply  one  instancv? :  Lieut.  Maginnis,  of 
the  18th  Reg.,  Conn.,  since  killed  in  battle, 
recognized  a  suit  of  citizen's  clothes  which 
had  been  sent  to  him  from  the  North,  on  the 
person  of  one  of  the  prison  ofl[icials,  and  ac- 
cused him  of  the  theft,  and  showed  his  name 
on  the  watch  pocket  of  the  pants.  Such 
cases  were  numerous. 

Belle  Isle. — Upon  the  26th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  I  visited  Belle  Island,  as  an 
assistant  in  the  distribution  of  clothing  sent 
by  the  Government,  and  by  the  Sanitary 
Commissions  of  the  North  ;  this  was  my  first 
time  outside  of  the  prison  walls  in  six  months. 
The  island  is  situated  just  opposite  the  Tred- 
egar Iron  Works  in  the  James  river.  The 
space  occupied  by  prisoners  Is  about  six 
acres,  enclosed  by  an  earthwork  three  (3) 
feet  in  height ;  within  this  space  were  con- 
fined as  many  as  ten  thousand  (10,000)  pris- 
oners. The  part  occupied  by  the  prisoners 
is  a  low,  sandy,  barren  waste,  exposed  In 
summer  to  a  burning  sun,  without  the  shad- 
ow of  a  single  tree ;  and  in  winter,  to  the 
damp  and  cold  winds  up  the  river,  with  a 
few  miserable  tents.  In  which,  perhaps,  one- 
half  (^)  the  number  were  protected  from  the 
night  fogs  of  a  malarious  region  ;  the  others 
lay  upon  the  ground  in  the  open  air.  One 
of  them  said  to  me  :  "  We  lay  in  rows,  like 
hogs  In  winter,  and  take  turns  who  has  the 
outside  of  the  row." 

In  the  morning,  the  row  of  the  previous 
night  was  plainly  marked  by  the  bodies  of 
those  who  were  sleeping  on  In  their  last 
sleep. 

Fed  upon  corn  bread  and  water,  scantily 
clothed,  with  but  few  blankets,  our  patriotic 
soldiers  here  suffered  the  severest  misfortunes 
of  this  war.  Here,  by  hundreds,  they  offer- 
ed up  their  lives  In  their  country's  cause, 
victims  of  disease,  starvation  and  exposure, — 
sufferings  a  thousand  times  more  dreadful 
than  the  wounds  of  the  battle-field.  As  many 
as  fourteen  (14)  have  been  known  to  freeze 
to  death  In  one  night.  This  I  have  from  men 
of  my  own  regiment,  and  it  is  perfectly  reli- 
able. 

The  hospitals  upon  the  Island  are  Sibley 
tents,  without  floors,  the  ground  covered 
with  straw,  and  logs  of  wood  placed  around 
for  pillows,  to  which,  when  about  to  die,  he 
men  were  carried  ;  and  here,  with  logs  for 
their  pillows,  the  hard,  cold  ground  for  their 
bed,  death  came  to  their  relief,  and  the  grave 
closed  over  the  victims  of  rebel  barbarity. 

The  ofiicer  in  charge  of  the  island  was  well 
spoken  of  by  the  men.  lie  deprecated  the 
condition  they  were  In,  but  said  he  could  do 
no  more,  for  the  authorities  gave  him  no  more 
to  do  with ;  and  yet  It  Is  a  fact  that  the  men 
were  stimulated  to  work  at  their  trades,  as 
blacksmiths,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Con- 
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federate  Government,  by  the  offer  of  double 
the  quantity  of  rations  tliey  were  then  re- 
ceiving; tlius  acting  out,  in  their  treatment 
of  Northern  soldiers,  the  great  principle  of 
Slavery  and  of  tlio  South,  that  the  lives  of 
the  poor  and  helpless  are  in  their  eyes  of  no 
more  value  than  the  amount  of  interest  they 
will  produce  on  capital. 

The  facilities  for  washing  were  good,  a 
sandy  beach  all  around  the  island,  and  the 
whole  number  of  prisoners  could  have 
washed  in  the  course  of  the  day;  but,  under 
the  management  of  the  authorities,  only  a 
limited  number  (say  75  men  per  day)  were 
able  to  wash,  being  conducted  under  guard 
to  the  water,  in  squads  of  five  (5)  or 
six  (6). 

The  sickness  caused  by  the  above  treat- 
ment was  of  the  respiratory  organs,  pneu- 
monia, &c.,  and  chronic  diarrhoea. 

Men  were  without  medical  treatment  on 
the  island  until  disease  was  so  far  advanced 
that  when  taken  away  in  ambulances  to  the 
hospital,  in  squads  of  twenty  (20),  one-half 
{i)  of  them  have  died  within  five  (5)  hours 
—  some  of  them  while  their  names  were 
being  taken  at  the  hospital. 

Men  were  returned  from  the  hospital  to 
the  island  when  so  weak  that  they  have  been 
obliged  to  crawl  upon  their  hands  and  knees 
a  part  of  the  way. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1863,  a  squad 
were  passing  the  prison  (Libby)  in  this  con- 
dition, going  from  the  hospital  to  the  island ; 
among  them  was  George  Ward,  a  school- 
mate of  mine  and  of  Col.  Ely,  of  the  18th 
Conn.  Vols.  Col.  Ely  threw  a  ham  to  him 
from  the  window.  As  the  poor  fellow 
crawled  to  get  it,  the  rebel  guard  charged 
bayonets  on  him,  called  him  a  damned  Yan- 
kee, and  appropriated  the  ham. 

The  bodies  of  the  dead  were  placed  in  the 
cellar  of  the  prison,  to  which  there  was  free 
access  for  animals  from  the  street.  I  have 
known  of  bodies  being  partially  devoured  by 
dogs,  and  hogs,  and  rats,  during  the  night. 
Every  morning  the  bodies  were  placed  in 
rude  coffins  and  taken  away  for  burial.  Of- 
ficers have  marked  the  coffins  thus  taken 
away,  and  have  seen  them  returned  twenty 
(20)  times  for  bodies.  You  may  draw  your 
own  inference  as  to  the  rites  of  burial  ex- 
tended to  a  Yankee  prisoner  in  the  Capital 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

Officers  dying,  their  brother  officers  pro- 
cured metallic  cofhns  and  a  vault,  in  which 
they  were  placed  until  they  could  be  re- 
moved North.  An  officer,  (Major  Morris, 
of  the  6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  I  think,) 
who  had  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederate 
authorities  several  hundred  dollars,  taken 
from  hLn  when  he  entered  the  prison,  died  | 
in  the  hospital,  and  the  autboritJes  refused 


to  use  his  money  for  a  decent  buriil,  and  we 
raised  it  in  the  prison. 

Libby  Mined.  —  Upon  the  approach  of 
Kilpatriek  on  his  grand  raid  on  Richmond, 
about  the  1st  March,  the  greatest  consterna- 
tion was  produced  among  the  inhabitants. 
The  authorities  felt  sure  of  his  ability  to 
enter  the  city  and  free  the  prisoners. 

We  were  informed  one  morning  by  the 
negroes  who  labor  around  the  prison,  that 
during  the  night  they  had  been  engaged  in 
excavating  a  large  hole  under  the  centre  of 
the  building,  and  that  a  quantity  of  powder 
had  been  placed  therein.  Upon  inquiring 
of  certain  of  the  guards,  we  found  it  the 
general  impression  among  them  that  the 
prison  was  mined. 

Richard  Turner,  inspector  of  the  prison, 
told  officers  there  confined,  that  "  should 
Kilpatriek  succeed  in  entering  Richmond, 
it  would  not  help  us,  as  the  prison  authori- 
ties would  blow  up  the  prison  and  all  its 
inmates." 

The  adjutant  of  the  prison,  Lieutenant 
Latouche,  was  heard  by  an  officer  (Lieuten- 
ant Jones,  55th  Ohio)  to  use  the  following 
words  to  a  rebel  oflicer  with  whom  he  had 
eptered  and  examined  the  cellar  where  the 
powder  was  reported  as  placed :  "  There  is 
enough  there  to  send  every  damned  Yankee 
to  bell." 

Major  Turner  said  in  my  presence  the 
day  we  were  paroled,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  "  Was  the  prison  mined  ?  "  "  Yes, 
and  I  would  have  blown  you  all  to  Hades 
before  I  would  have  suffered  you  to  be  res- 
cued." 

Bishop  Johns  said  in  the  prison,  when 
asked  if  he  thought  it  was  a  Christian  mode 
of  warfare  to  blow  up  defenceless  prisoners : 
"  He  supposed  the  authorities  were  satisfied 
on  that  point,  though  he  did  not  mean  to 
justify  it." 

I  am  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
CHAS.  FARNSWORTH, 

Late  Lieuteuant-Colonel  1st  Connecticut  Cavalry. 

Nouwicii,  June  30th,  18G4. 
State  of  Connecticut,  ) 
County  of  New  London,  ( 
Personally  appcareel  Charles  Farns- 
wt)RTU,  signer  of  the  foregoing  in- 
Btruincut  and  Htatemeut,  and  made 
solemn  oath  that  the  facts  stated 
therein  are  true,  before  me. 

David  Young, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Additional  Tcslhnony  bi/  Letter  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Farnsworth. 

Norwich,  Conn.,  July  16th,  1864. 
Re-''     Treadwell,    Walden,    Philadel- 
phia : 
SiK :  —  Your  favor  of  the  14th  inst.  re- 
ceived.    In   answer  to  your  request  for  a 
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written  statement  of  facts,  related  to  you  by 
myself  in  convevsation,  in  regard  to  the  con- 
duet  of  the  guards  at  Richmond,  Virginia, 
and  the  provision  made  for  the  sick  upon  Belle 
Isle,  I  submit  the  following  : 

In  what  is  known  as  the  ''  Pemberton 
buildings,"  nearly  opposite  the  "  Libby," 
there  were  confined  a  large  number  of  en- 
listed men.  Hardly  a  day  went  by  that  the 
guards  did  not  fire  upon  the  prisoners.  I 
hare  known  as  many  as  fourteen  shots  to  be 
fired  in  one  day.  They  were  thus  subject 
to  death  if  they  merely  came  near  the  win- 
dow to  obtain  Iresh  air.  It  was  a  very  com- 
mon occurrence  to  hear  the  report  of  a  mus- 
ket and  then  see  the  sergeant  of  the  guard 
bring  out  a  wounded  or  dead  soldier. 

The  guards  would  watch  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  tire  ujion  their  prisoners,  and,  without 
warning  the  prisoner  to  leave  the  vicinity 
of  tlie  window,  fire. 

Lieutenant  Hammond,  of  the  Ringgold 
cavalry,  (better  known  to  Libbians  as  "  Old 
Imboden,")  was  at  the  sink,  which  is  con- 
structed upon  the  outside  of  the  building. 
From  the  upper  part  of  the  sides,  boards 
are  removed  for  the  purpose  of  light  or  ven- 
tilation. The  guard  below  caught  sight  of 
Lieutenant  Hammond's  hat,  through  this 
opening,  and  fired.  The  ball  entered  the 
side,  far  below  the  opening,  showing  that  the 
guard  was  intent  upon  striking  his  man  ;  but 
a  nail  gave  the  bullet  an  upward  turn  and 
it  passed  through  Hammond's  ear  and  hat- 
brim.  From  the  position  he  was  in,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  but  for  the  ball  striking  the 
nail  he  would  have  been  struck  in  the  breast. 

The  attention  of  Major  Turner  was  called 
to  it,  but  he  only  laughed  and  said,  "  The 
boys  were  in  want  of  practice."  The  guai'd, 
when  spoken  to  about  it,  said  "  He  had 
made  a  bet  that  he  would  kill  a  damned 
Yankee  before  he  came  off  guard."  There 
was  not  the  least  attention  paid  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  Libby  prison  to  this  deliberate 
attempt  at  murder. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Huggins,  of  a  New 
York  regiment,  was  standing  at  least  eight 
feet  from  a  window  on  the  second  floor;  the 
guard  could  just  see  the  top  of  his  hat.  To 
be  sure  of  his  man,  the  guard  left  his  beat 
and  stepped  into  the  street.  Being  seen,  a 
warning  cry  was  uttered,  and  Huggins 
stooped  and  the  bullet  buried  itself  in  the 
beams  above.  This  was  the  same  guard  that 
fired  at  Hammond. 

Richard,  or  as  usually  called,  Dick  Turner 
was  the  inspector  of  the  prison,  and  acted 
under  the  orders  of  the  commander.  There 
was  nothing  too  mean  for  him  to  do.  He 
searched  you  when  you  entered,  knocked 
you  down  if  you  grumbled,  took  your  blan- 
ket from  you  if  found  lying  upon  it  after 


45 

morning  roll-call,  never  spoke  of  yot  except 
as  damned  Yankees  —  told  you  "  you  were 
better  treated  than  you  deserved." 

This  "  liigh-toned  Southron  "  was  employed 
as  the  negro-whipper  of  the  prison. 

Colonel  Powell,  2d  Virginia  cavalry, 
(Union,)  Colonel  Streight  and  Captain  Reed, 
51st  Indiana,  and  others  who  had  been  con- 
fined in  the  cells,  used  to  witness  the  whip- 
pings, (the  cells  were  at  one  end  of  the  cel- 
lar where  the  whipping-bloek  was,)  and  they 
could  hear, —  even  if  they  shut  their  eyes  to 
the  horrid  exhibition. 

Colonels  Powell  and  Streight  told  me  of 
as  many  as  six  negro  women  having  been 
stripped  and  whipped,  at  one  time,  for  hav- 
ing passed  bread  to  our  soldiers  as  they 
marched  through  the  street. 

The  flogging  of  the  negroes  that  worked 
at  the  Libby  was  an  every-diy  occurrence. 

These  blacks  were  free  negroes  from  the 
North,  who  were  employed  as  servants,  but 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  flog- 
ged one  of  them  so  severely  that  he  was  un- 
able to  move  for  two  weeks,  and  walked  lame 
months  after.  His  offence  was  resisting  a 
white  negro-driver. 

The  hospital  tents  on  Belle  Isle  were  old 
Sibleys.  These  were  not  temporary  hospi- 
tals, for  many  died  in  them  each  day ;  but 
when  they  could  not  contain  all  the  sick  some 
sick  were  removed  to  Richmond  hospitals. 
These  tents  were  awful  places  for  human  be- 
ings to  be  placed  in  —  without  floors,  a  heap 
of  straw  for  a  bed,  logs  of  wood  for  pillows 
—  men  died  with  less  attention  than  many  a 
man  pays  to  a  favorite  dog.  The  hospitals 
in  Richmond  were  much  better,  being  in 
buildings,  and  were  furnished  with  bunks 
and  straw  beds  —  some  of  them  with  sheets. 
But  though  treated  with  kindness,  compared 
with  Belle  Island,  the  want  of  proper  medi- 
cines was  visible,  and  many  died  for  the  want 
of  the  most  simple  remedies. 

Upon  the  25th  of  October,  1863,  two  offi- 
cers, (Major  Hewsten,  132(1  New  York,  and 
a  Lieutenant  4th  New  York  Cavaliy,)  es- 
caped from  the  hospital.  Immediately,  upon 
its  being  known,  all  the  sick  who  were  well 
enough  to  sit  up  or  stand,  were  removed  from 
the  room  and  placed  in  an  empty  room  un- 
der our  prison.  Here  they  were  kept  for 
twenty-four  hours,  without  food  or  blankets, 
as  a  punishment,  it  was  said,  for  not  reporting 
the  contemplated  escape  of  the  officers  named. 
From  this  treatment,  Surgeon  Pierce  of  the 
5  th  Maryland  died. 

The  officers  in  the  room  above,  removed  a 
portion  of  the  floor  and  furnished  the  sick 
Avith  food  and  drink,  and  shared  their  blan- 
kets with  them.  This  coming  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  Major  Turner,  we  were  deprived  of 
rations  for  one  day  —  October  2Dtb,  18G3. 
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This  was  not  the  action  of  the  surgeons  of 
the  Libby,  for,  with  one  exception,  they  were 
kind  and  attentive,  and  did  all  in  their  pow- 
er for  our  comfort,  but  of  the  commander  of 
the  de])artm"at,  Brigadier-General  Winder, 
and  of  M.'.jor  Turner,  commander  of  the 
prison,  who,  I  am  informed,  Avas  dismissed 
from  "West  Point,  by  orders  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  having  been  convicted  of  for- 
gery. 

I  was  informed  by  men  whom  I  knew  — 
Ward  and  Winship  of  the  18th  Connecticut 
and  Ferris  and  Stone  of  the  1st  Connecticut 
—  that  the  enclo-sure  in  Belle  Isle  was  a  mass 
of  filth  every  morning,  from  the  inability  of 
the  men  to  proceed  to  the  sinks  after  even- 
ing. 

Many  of  the  guards  would  fire  upon  the 
prisoners  for  the  least  violation  of  the  rules. 
The  men  were  in  a  miserable  condition  and 
looked  sickly,  worn  out  —  starvation  and  ex- 
posure was  expressed  upon  their  features. 

Trusting  that  the  above  will  assist  you  in 
your  report, 

I  am  respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  FARNSWORTH, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this 
18th  day,  of  July,  A.  D.  1864, 

David  Young, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Testimony    taken    at    Washington,    D.     C, 
June  2d,  1864. 

Commissioners  Present. — Mr.  Wilkins, 
Dr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Walden. 

Surgeon  Nelson  D.  Ferguson,  sworn  and  ex- 
amined :  — 
Surgeon  8th  New  York  Cavalry ;  resi- 
dence, Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  ;  captured 
12th  May,  18G3  ;  taken  to  Libby  Prison  same 
day ;  remained  there  twelve  days ;  found 
Union  officers  there ;  my  treatment  same  as 
officers  received ;  daily  rations,  when  first 
entered,  were  four  Inches  by  four  inches  by 
two  of  unbolted  bread,  which  was  coarse  and 
sour  about  half  the  time  ;  a  ration  of  beans, 
worm-eaten,  once  a  day ;  about  seven  quarts 
to  fifty-three  or  fifty-four  men,  or  a  gill  to 
each  man  was  served;  no  other  food  was  fur- 
nished by  the  Confederates ;  what  other  they 
had  was  bought  with  their  own  money. 

(The  ration  of  light  bread  of  a  common 
soldier  in  the  United  States  Army  is  twenty- 
two  ounces,  and  twelve  ounces  of  pork  or 
twenty  of  beef;  besides  that,  our  soldiers 
have  thirty  pound  of  potatoes  for  one  hun- 
dred rations,  or  nearly  a  third  of  a  pound  per 
day  to  each  man,  besides  coflee  and  sui-ar, 
&c.,  &c.) 

The  food  furnished  us  was  insufficient  for 
Li;althful  support  of  life. 


When  I  reached  the  Libby  Prison  there 
were  say  twenty-five  Union  officers,  no  more, 
in  the  prison,  recently  captured  ;  all  the  for- 
mer occupants  had  been  removed,  as  I  am 
informed  (and  believe)  by  the  rebels,  to  the 
number  of  seven  hundred  or  over  ;  when  I 
left  the  prison  on  the  28th,  there  were  sixty- 
nine  Union  officers  there. 

I  spent  four  days  in  Hospital  No.  21,  where 
wounded  Union  prisoners  (very  few  sick) 
were  under  treatment ;  I  was  there  partly  as 
a  visitor,  and  also  did  partial  duty  as  a  sur- 
geon in  the  ward  ;  I  was  too  111  to  do  full  du- 
ty ;  I  had  better  rations  In  the  hospital  than 
in  prison,  for  I  had  rye  coffee  and  a  little 
meat,  say  two  ounces  daily,  very  poor  bacon ; 
the  wounded  men  had  the  same  ration  of 
bread,  no  beans,  two  ounces  of  meat,  rye 
coffee,  occasionally  a  little  sugar,  and  one 
gallon  milk  and  one  gallon  whiskey,  divided 
among  two  hundred  and  sixty  men,  or  about 
a  tablespoonful  of  whiskey  and  milk  per  man  ; 
they  had  no  other  nutriment  or  stimufation. 

I  consider  the  nourishment  and  stimulation 
they  received  entirely  insufficient  to  give 
them  a  proper  chance  for  recovery.  I  am 
surprised  that  more  do  not  die.  There  were 
many  bad  eases  among  them  that  must  In- 
evitably sink  under  this  treatment  after  afev/ 
days,  and  therefore  I  cannot  state  the  true 
proportion  of  deaths.  The  condition  of  these 
men  was  such  that  any  medical  observer 
would  impute  it  to  insufficient  stimulation 
and  nutrition.  The  condition  of  the  wounda 
generally  was  very  unhealthy,  not  tending  to 
heal,  pale  and  flabby,  and  the  tissues  lax  — 
just  such  a  condition  as  we  expect  to  see 
where  the  patient  is  improperly  nourished  by 
deficient  nutrition.  These  wounded  have  all 
been  brought  there  since  the  battle  of  Spott- 
sylvania  Court  House. 

When  I  was  captured,  I  was  brought  into 
a  rebel  fort.  It  was  raining.  I  had  on  a 
rubber  blanket ;  the  blanket  was  taken  from 
my  shoulders  by  a  lieutenant,  by  the  author- 
ity and  consent  of  the  commanding  officer. 
I  remonstrated  against  his  taking  my  private 
property,  and  appealed  to  the  commanding 
officer  for  protection,  and  to  protect  my 
rights.  He  replied,  "  Damn  you,  you  have 
no  rights."  It  was  not  possible  for  him  to 
have  been  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  I  was  a 
medical  officer.  Some  two  or  three  hours  af- 
terwards, when  I  was  about  to  leave  the  fort 
for  Libby  Prison,  the  lieutenant  remarked  to 
me,  "  I  hope  I  have  treated  you  kindly."  I 
replied,  "  I  have  always  treated  j'our  men 
and  officers  with  kindness  and  consideration, 
but  you  have  treated  me  hai-shly."  I  don't 
think  he  made  any  reply.  Tlie  Provost- 
Marshal  took  away  my  sabre.  I  told  him  it 
was  my  private  property,  and  that  he  ought 
not  to  take  it  away,  and  his  answer  was,  "  It 
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don't  make  any  difference,  I  have  a  friend  to 
whom  I  intend  to  give  it." 

I  have  had  wounded  rebels  under  my  hand 
for  treatment  on  various  occasions."  Tlie 
course  I  have  always  adopted  is,  to  take  care 
of  my  own  men  fir^t,  then  the  rebels,  giving 
them  equal  care  and  attention  of  every  kind. 
I  have  taken  my  own  private  rations  and 
given  them  repeatedly  to  Avounded  rebels. 
All  other  medical  officers  of  our  army  have 
done  likewise,  as  far  as  my  observation  has 
extended. 

I  have  been  in  the  service  two  years  and 
eight  months,  and  I  have  been  in  all  the  cav- 
alry fights  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  since 
I  entered  the  service. 

The  buildings  in  Richmond  occupied  for 
hospital  purposes  are  well  suited  for  such 
purposes,  being  large,  convenient,  and  well 
ventilated.  The  wards  are  well  supplied 
with  water,  and  tolerably  cleanly.  The  pris- 
on (Libby)  had  just  been  thoroughly  cleaned 
and  was  wi'U  white-washed.  In  tlie  prison, 
we  had  one  blanket  as  bed,  and  one  as  cover. 

No  one  can  appreciate,  without  experience, 
the  condition  of  the  officers  in  the  prison 
during  the  twelve  days  of  my  stay.  Their 
faces  were  pinched  with  hunger.  I  have 
seen  an  officer,  standing  by  the  window, 
gnawing  a  bone  like  a  clog.  I  asked  him 
"what  do  you  do  it  for?"  Plis  reply  was, 
"  It  will  help  fill  up."  They  were  constantly 
complaining  of  hunger.  There  was  a  sad 
and  insatiable  expression  of  the  face  impos- 
sible to  des!-ribe. 

The  l>cdding  in  Hospital  No.  21,  where 
the  privates  were  confined  by  wounds,  was 
very  dirty.  The  covering  was  ■entirely  old 
dirty  quilts.  The  beds  were  offensive  from 
the  discharges  from  wounds  and  secretion  of 
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the  body,  and  were  utterly  unfit  to  place  a 
sick  or  wounded  man  on.  On  the  faces  of 
the  wounded  there  was  an  afnxious,  haggard 
expression  of  countenance,  such  as  I  have 
never  seen  before.  I  attribute  it  to  want  of 
care,  want  of  nourishment  and  encourage- 
ment. There  is  a  deficiency  of  medical  sup- 
phes,  such  as  bandages,  lint,  sticking-plaster, 
and  medicines  generally  in  this  hospital, 
whether  from  actual  want  of  these  articles, 
or  from  unwillingness  to  supply  them,  I  do 
not  know. 

N.  D.  FURGUSON, 

Surgeon  8th  N.  Y.  Cavalry 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  this  3d  day  of 
June,  A.  D.  1864. 

M.  II.  KENDIG, 

Notary  Public. 

D.  W.  Richards,  M.  D.,  sivorn  and  ex- 
amined :  — 
Residence,  Northampton  County,  Pa. ; 
employment.  Assistant  Surgeon  in  145th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  taken  prisoner 
May  10th,  18G3;  taken  near  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  and  conveyed  to  Prison  Hos- 
pital No.  21,  in  Richmond,  on  the  20th  of 
May,  and  left  there  2Sth  May. 

I  have  heard  Dr.  Furguson's  deposition,  as 
made  before  this  Committee.  I  corroborate 
that  testimony  as  relating  to  the  condition 
and  treatment  of  wounded  prisoners.  I 
know  nothing  further  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. 

D.  W.  RICHARDS, 

Assistant  Surgeon  H5th  P.  V. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  this  3d  day  of 
Juitf ,  A.  D.  1801. 

M.  H.  N.  Kendig, 

Kotary  Public. 
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HOSPITALS  AT  ANNAPOLIS  AND  BALTIMOEE,  MD.,  TO  WHICH  EETUMED 
UNION  PEISONEES  WEEE  BEOUGHT  EEOM  EICHMOND,  VA. 
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Testimony  of  Surgeon  B.  A.   VanderKieJl, 

in  charge  of  United  States  Army  General 

Hospital  Division  JSTo.  1,  Annapolis,  Mary^ 

land.     Taken  at  the  Hospital,  May  Zlst, 

I      1864. 

Commissioners  Present. — Mr.  Wilkins, 
Dr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Walden. 

I  have  been  the  recipient  of  all  the  pris- 
oners returned  from  Richmond  since  the  1st 
of  June,  18C3,  except  one  steamboat  load 
which  were  four  hundred  to  five  hundred.  I 
have  received,  I  should  judge,  nearly  (?'^00) 


three  thousand ;  these  are  in  a  debilitated 
condition,  badly  clad,  and  down-spirited,  on 
account  of  ill-treatment  by  starvation  and 
exposure,  as  they  all  on  inquiry  agree  in 
stating,  and  as  I  am  convinced  is  the  case  by 
their  actual  condition  on  their  arrival,  and  by 
rations  shown  to  me,  which  they  unanimous- 
ly state  are  the  only  ones  given  them. 

They  unanimously  state  that  their  blankets, 
overcoats,  watches,  and  jewelry  and  money 
have  been  taken  from  them,  partially  by  their 
immediate  captors,  but  also  in  a  quasi-official 
way,  telling  them  that  they  will  be  restored 
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when  they  are  released,  •which,  as  far  as  I 
know,  and  have  been  informed,  have  never 
been  done. 

The  returned  prisoners  state  that  the  of- 
ficials, such  as  guards  and  nurses,  often  re- 
ceive money  from  them,  such  as  they  may 
have  been  able  to  secrete,  with  the  promise 
that  they  shall  have  tlie  equivalent  returned 
in  food,  which  promise  is  not  performed. 

Colonel  Pahner  de  Cesinola  (4th  New 
■  York  Cavalry)  told  me  that  while  acting  as 
distributing  commissary  of  articles  of  food 
and  clothing  sent  by  United  States  Govern- 
ment and  United  States  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, lie  observed  that  some  of  our  prisoners 
at  Richmond  and  Belle  Isle,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive a  less  cruel  treatment  and  to  obtain 
larger  rations,  were  acting  as  shoemakers  for 
the  Rebel  Government.  Pie  at  once  told 
those  men  that  such  action  was  disloyal,  as 
by  so  doing  they  indirectly  assisted  the  re- 
bellion. The  result  of  this  remark  induced 
the  rebel  authorities  to  deprive  him  of  the 
privilege  of  being  longer  a  distributing  com-- 
missary. 

Almost  in  all  cases  I  find  that  our  men 
state  that  when  they  were  captured,  they 
were  in  very  good  condition  as  to  general 
physical  health ;  but  I  do  not  even  need  such 
a  statement,  as  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  regulations  which  govern  the  medical  de- 
partment of  our  army,  "  to  send  to  the  rear 
every  man  who  is  not  perfectly  able  to  bear 
arms,"  and  if  a  few  feeble  men  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  they  belong  to 
the  class  called  "  stragglers,"  which  certainly 
belong  to  the  minority. 

From  my  experience  of  fifteen  years  of 
constant  medical  and  military  service  in 
Northern  Europe,  the  East  Indies,  and  J\Ied- 
iterranean,  as  well  as  in  our  own  army  since 
September,  1861,  I  affirm  that  the  treatment 
to  which  our  men  have  been  subjected  while 
prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
is  against  all  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  and 
that  I  would  prefer  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Chinese  of  Borneo,  called  "  Anack  Baba," 
who  murder  their  prisoners,  than  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels,  where  the  lives  and 
comfort  of  prisoners  of  war  is  a  matter  of 
such  cruel  indifference,  to  say  the  least,  if 
not  indeed,  as  one  might  almost  be  justified 
in  supposing,  a  matter  of  determined  policy. 

If  I  may  believe  the  statements  of  our  re- 
turned prisoners,  the  diseases  under  which 
they  are  suilering  when  they  come  into  my 
hands,  are  attributable  to  the  following 
causes,  one  or  more  :  deprivation  of  clothing, 
deficiency  of  food  in  quantity  and  quality, 
want  of  fresh  air,  on  account  of  overcrowd- 
ing in  prison  buildings  and  consequent  una- 
voidable uncleanliness,  and  mental  depres- 
sion, the  result  of  the  above  causes,  and  want 
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of  adequate  shelter,  exposure  during  the  fall 
and  winter. 

The  diseases  most  common  among  these 
returned  prisoners  are  scurvy,  diarrhoea, 
and  congestion  of  the  lungs,  which  are  not 
amenable  to  the  ordinary  treatment  in  use 
in  civil  life  or  in  hosj^itals  of  our  own  army 

They  are  most  successfully  mastered  by 
high  nutrition  and  stimulation,  with  cleanli- 
ness and  fresh  air  —  medicinal  treatment 
being  of  small  assistance  in  the  recovery  of 
the  sufferers,  and  often  being  entirely  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  medical  records  in  ray  office  show 
that  this  system  is  the  only  valid  and  effec- 
tive mode  of  management,  thus  proving  by 
the  counteracting  effect  of  good  food,  air, 
cleanliness,  and  stimulants,  that  these  dis- 
orders are  the  result  of  the  causes  above 
stated. 

I  swear  the  above  statement  to  be  true. 
B.  A.  VANDERKIEFT, 

Surgeon  U.  S.  Volunteers  in  Charge. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, 
this  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
(June  0th,  1864.) 

[seal.]  H.  p.  Leslie, 

Notary  Public  for  and  in  the  County 
of  Anne  Arundel,  Maryland. 

Testimony^  by  Letter,  of  Surgeon  William  S. 
Ely,  Executive  Officer  U.  S.  A.  General 
Hospital Diamon,  No.  \,  Annapolis,  Mary- 
land, June  Gth,  18G4. 

Dr.  Ellerslie  Wallace,  Philadelphia, 
Penn. 

Doctor: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  2nd  inst.,  and  would  reply 
as  follows : — 

I  am  an  Assistant  Surgeon  of  Volunteers 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  have 
been  on  duty  in  this  hospital  since  October 
3d,  18G3,  as  executive  officer  and  medical 
officer  in  charge  of  a  ward.  I  have  been 
present  on  the  arrival  of  nearly  every  boat- 
load of  paroled  prisoners  since  my  connec- 
tion with  this  hospital  commenced. 

I  remember  distinctly  tlie  arrival  of  the 
flag-of-truce  steamer  "  New  York,"  Novem- 
ber 18th,  1863,  and  was  present  and  assisted 
in  unloading  tlae  men.  I  went  on  board  the 
boat  and  saw  bodies  of  six  (G)  men  who 
had  died  during  the  passage  of  the  steamer 
from  City  Point,  Va.,  to  this  place.  No 
words  can  describe  their  appearance.  In 
each  case  the  sunken  eye,  the  gaping  mouth, 
the  filthy  skin,  the  clothes  and  head  alive 
with  vermin,  the  repelling,  bony  contour  — 
all  conspired  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  were  looking  upon  the  victims  of  starva- 
tion, cruelty  and  expo^uire,  to  a  degree  un- 
paralleled in  the  history  of  humanity. 
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I  have  ne  ?er  seen  more  than  the  above  from  the  coarsest  quality  down  to  that  mode- 
number  of  dead  in  any  single  arrival ;  but  at  ratoly  fine. 

other  dates,  and  on  several  occasions,  I  have  Diaphoretic  action  in  many  such  cases,  I 
seen  two  (2)  and  three  (3)  dead  on  board  have  found  almost  unattainable.  When  we 
the  boat,  and  have  repeatedly  known  four  consider  the  importance  of  the  cutaneous 
(4)  or  six  (0)  to  die  within  twelve  (12)  secretion,  relative  to  a  state  of  health,  it 
hours  of  their  reception  into  hospital.  The  cannot  be  denied  that,  in  many  instances 
same  condition  evidenced  in  the  cases  of  the  under  attention,  this  is  the  prime  exciting 
six  (6)  referred  to  above,  has  characterized  cause  of  the  diseases  of  the  pulmonary  and 
nearly  every  instance,  and  leads  us  irresisti-  abdominal  organs,  which  are  so  constantly 
bly  to  the  conclusion  that  death  has  been  found  among  our  Richmond  patients, 
owing  to  a  long  series  of  exposure  and  hard-  A  great  many  post-mortem  examinations 
ships,  with  a  deprivation  of  the  barest  ueces-  of  paroled  prisonei'S  who  have  died  in  our 
sities  for  existence.  hospitals,  have  been  made  by  myself  and 

I  have  known  paroled  prisoners  of  war  to  others.  The  thoracic  organs  are  seldom 
be  admitted  to  this  hospital  with  barely  suf-  found  healthy.  The  pectoral  muscles  are  so 
ficient  clothing  to  cover  their  nakedness.  I  much  wasted  as  to  render  the  walls  of  the 
cannot  say  that  I  have  seen  any  single  case  chest,  to  a  certain  extent,  transparent.  The 
where  a  patient  was  admitted  without  either  lungs  frequently  are  found  filling  but  half 
hat,  coat,  shoes,  shirt,  or  stockings,  but  I  the  pulmonary  cavities.  Old  j^leuritic  ad- 
have  repeatedly  seen  men  without  one  (1),  hesions,  in  all  degrees  of  extent,  are  general- 
two  (2),  or  three  (3)  of  these  articles,  and  ly  seen ;  almost  invariably  there  is  a  local 
think  that  lean  say,  that  when  they  possess-  stasis  or  congestion  of  blood,  jjosteriorly  and 
ed  all,  it  was  an  exceptional  case.  It  is  our  about  the  roots  of  the  lungs ;  the  heart  is 
rule  to  strip  each  patient  to  his  skin,  and  pro-  found  flaccid,  and  often  its  walls  are  attenu- 
vide  all  with  entirely  new  clothing,  because  ated ;  Avhen  taken  out  and  laid  down,  it 
rags,  filth  and  vermin  preponderate  so  large-  flattens  from  its  own  weight,  Is  seldom  filled 
ly  as  to  render  any  further  use  of  the  various  with  a  substantial  clot,  and  generally  con- 
ariicles  of  apparel  upon  the  bodies  of  pa-  tains  but  a  very  little  dark,  thin  blood.  Tu- 
tients  reaching  this  point  from  Richmond,  bercular  deposit  is  sometimes  very  extensive, 
Va.,  unhealthy,  and  in  opposition  to  the  and  in  cases  where  there  is  no  external  ap- 
simplest  principles  of  hygiene.  i  pearance  favoring  the  scrofulous  diathesis, 

Patients,  when  asked  the  manner  in  which  leading  me  to  the  conclusion  that  it  has 
they  lost  their  clothing,  reply  that  they  were  •  been  engendered  ofttimes,  in  a  previously 
robbed  of  what  they  had  when  captured,  or  '  healthy  subject,  by  the  deprivation  of  good, 
else,  that  during  their  imprisonment,  often- 1  wholesome  food,  and  the  combination  of 
times  extending  over  many  months,  their  imhealthy  influences,  to  which  so  many  of  our 
clotliing,  piece  by  piece,  wore  out,  and  that  prisoners  of  war  succumb.  The  liver  is  un- 
they  had  no  opportunity  to  procure  a  usually  pale  in  color,  and  of  antemic  aspect ; 
change.  i  the  intestines  are  sometimes  much  diseased. 

It  is  impossible  for  any,  save  those  who  but  frequently  healthy.  I  have  known  many 
have  seen  the  condition  of  paroled  men  soon  instances  of  marked  cJironic  diarrhoea,  re- 
after  their  release  from  captivity,  to  have  suiting  fatally,  yet  disclosing  no  orcjanic  In- 
any  idea  of  the  s^ateq/'Me  s/jm  covering  their  testinal  changes  or  morbid  appearances, — ■ 
bodies.  In  many  cases  that  I  have  observed,  favoring  the  supposition  that  the  diarrhoea 
the  dirt  incrustation  has  been  so  thick  as  to  is  often  only  a  symptom  of  a  want  of  tonicity, 
require  months  of  constant  ablution  to  re-   not  of  organic  disease. 

cover  the  normal  condition  and  function  of  I  consider  the  frequency  of  pulmonary 
the  integument.  Patients  have  repeatedly  congestions  among  our  patients  from  Rich- 
stated,  in  answer  to  my  interrogations,  mond  owing  to  the  altered  condition  of  the 
'Uhat  they  had  been  unable  to  wash  their  fluids  of  the  system,  especially  the  blood :  its 
bodies  once  in  .s'iu  (6) '??!on/fc  ;"  that  all  that  fibrinous  portion  becomes  diminished,  and 
time  they  had  lain  in  the  dirt,  and,  as  might  stagnation  takes  place  in  the  most  depending 
naturally  be  expected,  the  filth  accumula-  portions  of  the  lungs,  giving  us  what  we  term 
tion  was  constantly  inci-easinw.  Frequent-  a  hypoi<tatic  pneumonia,  depending  on  the 
ly,  the  entire  cuticle  must  die  and  be  de-  want  of  tone  in  the  vessels  and  consequent 
tached  before  any  healthy  action  can  be  enfeebled  circulation, 
recovered.  The  treatment  which  I  have  found  most 

I  know  not  how  to  better  compare  the  effective  in  aiding  the  restoration  to  health 
cutaneous  condition  of  these  men  in  its  dif-  of  our  reduced  Richmond  patients,  is,  very 
ferent  morbid  states,  than  to  liken  it,  in  briefly,  as  follows  : — Quinine,  iron,  and  cod- 
feeling,  to  the  eflect  produced  upon  the  liver  oil,  (in  their  different  preparations  and 
fingers   by  passing  them   over   sand-paper  *  combinations),  in  s??ja// doses;  liquid  concen- 
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trated  nourishment,  a  rigid  enforcement  of 
cleanliness,  and  regularity  in  eating  and 
drinking,  and,  if  possible,  the  hygienic  ad- 
vantages of  a  tent  ward. 

Our  records  exhibit  a  mortality  among 
our  patients  from  Richmond  of  18  per  cent. 
I  am,  Doctor,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  S.  ELY, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  this  sixth 
day  of  J  uno,  1n04,  William  S.  Ely, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
and  look  oath  that  the  statements 
above  made  are  true  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

[Seal.]  Henhy  P.  Leslie, 

Notary  Public,  Anne  Arundel  Co.,  Md. 

Testimony  of  Surgeon  G.  B.  Parker^  in  charge 
of  United  States  Army  General  Hospital, 
JDioision  No.  2,  Annapolis,  Maryland. 
Taken  at   the  Hospital,  May  31st,   1864. 

ALL    THE    COMMISSIONERS   PRESENT. 

Surgeon  G.  B.  Parker,  sworn  and  exam- 
ined :  — 

I  have  been  in  charge  of  this  hospital  one 
year.  During  this  time  I  have  received  a 
large  number  of  prisoners  in  exchange. 
Their  condition  has  been  very  low,  very 
feeble,  since  last  June.  The  large  propor- 
tion of  the  cases  received  here  are  marked 
*'  Debilitas."  It  was  not  specific  disease 
with  them ;  where  it  was,  it  was  coupled 
with  debility. 

The  majority  of  the  diseased  cases  were 
diarrhoea  caused  by  bad  diet  —  of  insufficient 
and  bad  quality ;  they  have  resulted  from 
the  want  of  variety  of  diet.  This  will  pro- 
duce scurvy. 

I  have  seen  an  hundred  of  the  rations 
served  to  the  men.  I  do  not  consider  the 
rations  I  have  seen  sufficient  for  the  support 
of  life  for  any  long  time. 

We  give  our  men  twenty  ounces  of  beef 
on  a  march,  per  day,  and  twenty-two  ounces 
of  bread.  Fourteen  ounces  of  meat  and  ten 
ounces  of  bread  will  keep  any  man  from 
fitarving  ;  less  than  twelve  ounces  of  bread 
and  ten  ounces  of  meat  per  diem  would  pro- 
duce disease,  and,  if  long  continued,  would 
fail  to  keep  life  up  to  the  standard  in  a  great 
majority  of  men.  Lower  than  this  would 
end  in  debility  and  decline ;  in  proportion 
as  you  vary  a  man's  diet,  so  is  his  general 
health.* 

The  majority  of  the  men  did  walk  from 
the  landing  here.  We  did  not  receive  the 
worst  cases.     In  the  main,  the  diseases  were 

*  A  ration  which  had  been  given  to  one  of  the 
men,  produced  and  weighed:  —  weight  two  ounces  of 
bread,  and  three-sixteenths  of  an  ounce  of  meat  in 
ite  dry  state. 
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produced  by  insufficient  and  a  bad  quality 
of  diet.  Their  stomachs  were  not  able  to 
retain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  solid  food  when 
the  men  first  got  here.  I  was  led  to  the 
belief  that  the  diarrhoea  was  produced  by 
bad  diet. 

I  found  nutrition  was  the  most  successful 
treatment. 

Have  had  cases  of  frost  bite  here  result- 
ing in  mortification  of  the  ends  of  the  toes. 
Those  were  cases  from  Richmond  —  eight  or 
ten  cases. 

Though  the  men  would  be  strong  enough 
to  walk  from  the  dock  up  here,  at  the  same 
time  they  were  in  that  debilitated  condition 
that  a  slight  change  of  air  would  cause  con- 
gestion of  the  lungs,  and  death.  Stimulants 
and  tonics  are  largely  used. 

There  were  a  good  many  cases  of  scurvy. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  of  diarrhoea,  there 
would  be  scorbutic  symptoms.  I  had  at  one 
time  eight  returned  prisoners  who  lost  their 
teeth.  I  suppose  this  was  owing  to  the  treat- 
ment these  men  had  received,  and  their  diet. 

At  the  hospital  we  give  each  man  twenty 
ounces  of  bread  per  day,  and  one  pound  of 
meat,  including  bone ;  could  not  give  the 
percentage  of  bone  ;  we  also  give  vegetables. 
In  the  winter  we  give  cabbage,  potatoes, 
rice  and  beans,  molasses,  tea,  butter.  A 
healthy  soldier  would  get  no  butter.  Twelve 
ounces  of  meat  and  twelve  ounces  of  bread 
per  day,  rejecting  the  other  articles,  would 
be  insutiicient  to  preserve  good  health. 

G.  B.  PARKER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
Slay  31st,  1864. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner, 

June  1st,  1864. 

Commissioner  Present.  —  Hon.  J.  L 
Clark  Hare. 

Surgeon  G.  B.  Parker,  who  was  before 
sworn,  recalled :  — 
A  great  many  of  those  whom  I  mentioned 
yesterday  as  sutFering  from  debility  and  no 
specific  disease,  afterwards  recovered.  Seve- 
ral cases  where  their  appearance  was  really 
favorable  died  very  suddenly.  On  exami- 
nation, post  mortem,  they  were  found  ex- 
sanguinated to  a  wonderfid  degree  ;  the  evi- 
dence of  which  was  in  large  white  fibrinous 
clots  in  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  and  extend- 
ing into  the  aorta.  This  was  found  to  be 
the  case  with  the  majority  of  those  who  died. 
In  other  cases,  as  I  mentioned  yesterday, 
they  would  take  on  acute  disease,  generally 
congestion  of  the  lungs,  and  die  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  tlie  attack. 

G.  B.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  ArmjT; 
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Testimony  of  Surgeon  De  Wiit  C.  Peters, 
in  charge  ofJarvis  General,  Hospital,  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  taken  at  Baltimore  June  1st, 
1864. 

Commissioners  Present:  —  Dr.  Mott, 
Dr.  Delaficld,  Judge  Hare. 

De   Witt   C.  Peters,  sworn  and  examin- 
ed : — 

I  am  an  Assistant- Surgeon  of  the  United 
States  Army,  stationed  at  Jarvis  General 
Hospital,  Baltimore.  On  or  about  the  IGth 
of  April,  1864,  I  received  at  the  hospital 
over  which  I  had  charge,  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  paroled  prisoners  of  war,  recently 
returned  from  Belle  Island  and  Richmond. 

The  greater  majority  of  these  men  were 
in  a  semi-state  of  nudity.  They  were  labor- 
ing under  such  diseases  as  chronic  diarrhoea, 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  scurvy,  frost  bites,  gen- 
eral debility,  caused  by  starvation,  neglect, 
and  exposure.  Many  of  them  had  partially 
lost  their  reason,  forgetting  even  the  date 
ot  their  capture  and  every  thing  connected 
with  their  antecedent  history.  They  resem- 
ble, in  many  respects,  patients  laboring  un- 
der cretinism. 

They  were  filthy  in  the  extreme,  covered 
with  vermin.  Some  had  extensive  bed  sores 
caused  by  laying  in  the  sand  and  dirt,  and 
nearly  all  were  extremely  emaciated;  so 
much  so  that  they  had  to  be  cared  for  even 
like  infants.  Their  hair  had  not  been  cut, 
nor  the  men  shaved  in  many  instances  lor 
months.  On  inquiry  of  these  men  as  to 
what  was  the  matter  with  them,  the  invari- 
able answer  was  starvation,  exposure,  and 
neglect,  while  prisoners  on  Belle  Island. 
They  informed  me,  that  while  on  Belle 
Island  during  the  inclement  months  of  the 
past  winter,  there  were  congregated  at  one 
time  in  a  space  less  than  three  acres,  one 
hundred  and  ten  squads  of  prisonei's,  each 
numbering  one  hundred  pereons.  Less  than 
half  of  these  had  old  worn-out  Sibley  and 
other  tents  for  shelter.  The  remainder  were 
obliged  to  accommodate  themselves  as  best 
they  could.  But  a  few  of  them  had  blankets. 
These  were  issued  to  them  by  our  Govern- 
ment under  flag  of  truce.  Some  had  over- 
coats. Many  had  no  shoes  except  patches 
that  they  had  contrived  themselves. 

Those  that  escaped  freezing  to  death  dur- 
ing the  cold  nights,  did  so  by  exercising  and 
by  huddling  together  in  heaps  like  hogs,  al- 
ternating places  with  those  more  exposed  in 
the  heaps,  and  with  those  in  the  tents,  until 
at  last  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  the  hos- 
pital. 

They  informed  me,  that  each  morning, 
numbers  were  iound  frozen  to  death,  who 
had  probably  died  from  other  causes — ex- 
haustion.    They  stated  to  me  further,  that 


they  believed  this  system  of  slow  starvation 
was  carried  on  to  prevent  other  men  from 
enlisting  in  our  army. 

The  ration  allowed  them  was  a  small 
piece  of  corn  bread,  the  meal  of  which  con- 
tained also  the  cob,  a  little  rice  soup  very 
rarely,  and  sometimes,  but  rarely,  a  small 
quantity  of  meat — a  few  ounces ;  they  con- 
fessed that  they  had  eaten  dog  meat  when- 
ever they  were  so  fortunate  as  to  capture  a 
dog. 

In  the  hospitals,  according  to  the  statement 
made  to  me  by  Hospital  Steward  James, 
United  States  Army,  they  fared  a  little 
better,  although,  even  there,  they  had  an 
insufficiency  of  food,  and  the  beds  were 
filthy  and  covered  with  vermin.  He  states 
that  at  hospital  No.  21,  where  he  was  serving 
as  one  of  the  apothecaries  during  three 
months,  January,  February  and  March, 
there  were  admitted  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  of  our  men,  of  whom  nearly  four- 
teen hundred  and  fifty  died.*  They  lacked 
medicines  and  all  appliances  needed  for  the 
sick.  The  patients  in  the  hospital  had  one 
advantage  over  prisoners  of  war  on  Belle 
Island :  that  was,  they  were  allowed  to  buy 
a  loaf  of  bread  tlie  size  of  a  man's  fist,  for 
which  they  paid  five  or  six  dollars  Confed- 
erate money. 

Out  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  re- 
ceived by  me,  so  far,  fifteen  have  died ;  the 
post-mortems  of  which  have  made  apparent 
diseases  of  nearly  all  the  viscera  to  a  re- 
markable extent. 

I  received  one  man  incurably  insane, 
caused,  as  I  was  informed  and  believe,  by 
joy,  produced  bj'  the  news  that  he  was  to  be 
exchanged.  I  found,  from  excess  of  habit, 
they  had  become  like  savages  in  their  hab- 
its, and  lost  the  decencies  of  life,  and  had 
to  be  taught  like  children  the  decencies  of 
society. 

The  health  and  constitutions  of  the  ma- 
jority of  these  men  are  permanently  under- 
mined. Under  jjroper  care  and  treatment, 
which  consisted  in  their  not  eating  too  much, 
a  spare  but  concentrated  diet,  may  have  ral- 
lied. In  one  instance  a  boy  gained  forty 
pounds  in  two  weeks;  he  still  has  phthisis 
and  can  hardly  stand  exposure  or  active  ex- 
ercise. A  case  of  scurvy  occurred  among 
others  which  is  the  worst  I  ever  saw  or  read 
of;  a  man  turning  red  or  nearly  black  from 
head  to  foot ;  he  died  in  twenty-four  hours. 
I  think  nine-tenths  of  the  men  weighed 
under  one  hundred  pounds;  they  appeared 
to  be  articulated  skeletons;  covered  with 
simply  integument ;  had  dropsy  and  oedema 

*  The  quarterly  report  from  ^liich  these  figures 
are  taken,  was  obtained  and  brought  borne  by  a 
returned  Union  prisoner.  It  will  be  found  on 
pages  68—9. 
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in  the  feet,  caused  by  weakness ;  and  were 
the  most  pitiable  objects  to  behold.  They 
had  an  uncontrollable  appetite. 

DE  WITT  C.  PETERS, 

Assist.  Surgeon  United  States  Army,  in  charge 
of  Jarvis  Hospital,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  1st,  liSiH. 

D.  p.  Bkown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Testimony  of  Surgeon  A.  Chapel^  in  charge 
of  West's  Buildings  Hospital,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  taken  at  Baltimore,  June  2,  1864. 

Commissioners  Present: — Dr.  Mott, 
Dr.  Delatield,  Judge  Hare. 

Surgeon  A.  Chapel,  affirmed  and  exam- 
ined :  — 

I  am  Surgeon  in  charge  of  West's  Build- 
ings Hospital,  Baltimore.  On  the  18th  of 
April,  1864,  I  received  at  the  hospital  one 
hundred  and  five  of  the  paroled  prisoners 
from  llichmond,  brought  to  this  jx)int  on 
the  flag-ot-truce  boat  "  Ncav  York.  "  These 
were  the  worst  cases  received  at  this  point 
by  that  boat ;  none  of  them  being  able  to 
stand  alone.  All  were  brought  into  the 
hospital  upon  stretchers. 

Nearly  all  were  in  an  extreme  state  of 
emaciation,  filthy  in  the  extreme,  and  cov- 
ered with  vermin.  Some  of  them  so  eaten 
by  the  vermin  as  to  very  nearly  resemble 
a  case  of  .scabbing  from  small-pox,  being 
covered  with  sores  from  head  to  ibot,  so  as 
scarcely  to  be  able  to  touch  a  well  portion 
of  the  skin  with  the  point  of  the  finger. 

Their  appearance  wasi  such  in  the  way 
of  tilth  and  dirt,  as  to  convince  any  one 
that  they  had  not  had  an  opportunity  for 
ablution  for.  weeks  and  months.  Several 
v/ere  in  a  state  of  semi-insanity,  and  all 
seemed,  and  acted,  and  talked,  like  chil- 
dren, in  their  desires  for  food,  &c.  Very 
few  of  them  had  blankets  or  clothing, 
some   in    a    state   of  semi-nudity. 

Upon  being  questioned  upon  the  causes 
of  their  condition,  the  testimony  was  uni- 
versal :  —  starvation,  exposure,  and  neglect, 
while  prisoners  at  Richmond  and  Belle  Isle. 

Their  universal  declaration  was,  in  refer- 
ence to  their  living,  that  they  were  provided 
with  only  one  small  portion  of  corn-bread 
per  day,  which  was  made  simply  from  corn- 
meal  and  water,  without  salt,  not  larger  than 
a  man's  hand ;  it  was  about  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  thick.  This  was  the  portion  for  the 
day.  They  sometimes  got  small  portions  of 
meat  once  a  day,  two  days  in  a  week. 
Several  of  them  told  me  that  they  had  been 
able  to  get  occasionally  a  small  piece  of  the 
flesh  of  a  dog,  which  they  had  cooked  aud 
eaten  with  great  relish,  and  that  they  had 


caught  rats  and  eaten  them  in  the  same 
way.  Many  of  them  believed  that  the  meat 
issued  to  them  was  cut  from  the  bodies  of 
mules. 

They  said,  while  on  Belle  Isle  they  had 
no  means  of  shelter,  but  were  obliged  to 
huddle  together  in  heaps,  to  pi-otect  them- 
selves from  the  inclement  weather  ;  —  often 
one  or  two  blankets  in  thickness  covering 
five  or  six  persons ;  —  often  lying  one  upon 
another  in  tiers,  and  changing  places  as  they 
became  tired  out.  They  state  that  they 
had  little  or  no  shelter  while  prisoners  at 
Belle  Isle. 

We  were  obliged  to  ti'eat  them  as  children, 
in  regulating  their  diet  in  the  hospital,  hav- 
ing to  restrain  their  over-eating,  aud  confine 
them  to  a  concentrated  but  nourishing  and 
generous  diet. 

Several  cases  had  no  disease  whatever,  but 
suflfered  from  extreme  emaciation  and  star- 
vation. The  limb  of  one  of  these  men  could 
be  spanned  with  the  thumb  and  finger,  just 
above  the  knee.  This  patient,  a  boy  of 
nineteen  years  old,  would  not  weigh  over 
fifty  pounds  then,  though  in  health  probably 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds.  This 
was  not  a  solitary  instance,  many  others 
being  extremely  emaciated.  Many  present- 
ing the  appearance  of  mere  living  skeletons, 
with  the  skin  drawn  tightly  over  the  bones. 

Many  of  them  were  laboring  under  such 
diseases  as  dropsy,  pulmonary  consumption, 
scurvy,  mortification  from  cold,  several 
having  lost  one-half  of  both  feet  from  this 
cause. 

Several  were  afflicted  with  very  severe 
bed-sores,  caused  by  lying  in  the  sand  Avith- 
out  shelter.  One  man,  unable  to  lie  in  any 
other  way  but  on  his  face,  and  lived  about 
four  weeks  in  this  way. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  of  the  number 
received,  (one  hundred  and  five),  forty-two 
have  died.  All  gave  evidence  of  extensive 
visceral  disease,  of  which  starvation,  cold, 
and  neglect,  were  umloubtediy  the  primary 
cause.  Some  of  the  cases  sank  from  extreme 
debility,  without  any  evidence  of  disease  as 
the  cause  of  death. 

A.  CHAPEL, 

Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 
Affirmed  to  and   subscribed 
before  me,  June  2d,  1S04. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Testimony  of  Miss  D.  L.  Dix,  taken  at  BaU 
timore,  Maryland,  June  \st,  18G4. 

Miss  D.  L.  Dix  sworn  and  examined :  — 

Last  winter  1  was  at  Annapolis  and  ex- 
amined many  hundred  returned  prisoners. 
I  inquired  of  these  men  exactly  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  fcd;md  tieated  Jii  B(  lie 
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Island,  examined  them  individually,  and  by 
sixes  and  sevens.  I  saw  no  disposition  on 
the  part  of  these  men  to  exaggerate  their 
sufferings. 

Inquiring  from  what  causes  they  had  siif- 
fered  most  severely,  whether  rapid  marches, 
exposure  to  inclement  weather,  lack  of  ap- 
parel, or  hunger,  —  the  answer  was  invari- 
ably, *'  From  hunger  while  at  Belle  Island." 
I  inquired  the  amount  of  animal  food  allowed 
a  day,  when  they  had  any  at  all ;  they  re- 
plied that  an  iron-bound  bucket,  filled  with 
jjacked  meat,  was  the  allowance  for  one 
hundred  men  ;  the  weight  of  bucket  and 
meat  would  be  twenty-five  pounds.  When 
cooked  this  afforded  a  very  small  quantity 
for  each  man. 

As  Winter  and  Spring  advanced,  the  only 
food  supplied  was  corn-meal  mixed  with 
water  and  roughly  baked.  This  bucket  of 
meat  I  speak  of  was  allowed  them  about 
twice  a  week,  with  a  very  little  rice  in  the 
autumn.  I  understand  that  in  the  hospitals 
they  occasionally  had  a  little  boiled  rice,  to 
which  was  sometimes  added  a  very  small 
quantity  of  brown  sugar  or  molasses. 

I  gather  from  Confederate  authority  as 
well  as  from  our  returned  prisoners,  —  and 
a  Confederate  official  whose  evidence  cannot 
be  questioned  in  that  matter,  declared,  that 
the  sole  sustenance  at  Belle  Island  was  corn- 
meal  and  water,  —  that  of  the  numbers  re- 
maining at  Belle  Island,  then  about  eight 
thousand,  about  twenty-five  died  daily;  that 
the  mortality  in  Georgia  was  still  greater, 
and  that  it  would  be  but  a  few  weeks  before 
the  deaths  would  count  fifty  a  day. 

Another  fact  which  he  affirmed  as  a  rea- 
son for  withholding  so  much  irom  our  prison- 
ers, sent  by  their  friends  and  the  Govern- 
ment, was  the  cruel  and  severe  restrictions 
imposed  on  their  men  in  our  hands. 

I  had  visited  those  very  prisoners  to  whom 
he  referred  at  Point  Lookout ;  they  were 
supplied  with  vegetables,  with  the  best  wheat 
bread,  and  fresh  or  salt  meat  three  times 
daily  in  abundant  measure  —  the  fuU  Gov- 
ernment ration. 

In  tlse  camp  of  about  nine  thousand  rebel 
prisoners,  there  were  but  four  hundred  re- 
ported to  the  surgeon ;  of  these,  one  hundred 
were  confined  to  their  beds,  thirty  were  very 
sick,  and  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty  would 
never  recover. 

The  hospital  food  consisted  of  beef  tea, 
beef  soup,  rice,  milk,  milk  punch,  milk  gruel, 
lemonade,  stewed  fruits,  beef-steak,  vegeta- 
bles and  mutton:  white  sugar  was  employed 
in  cooking.  The  supplies  were,  in  fact, 
more  ample  and  abundant  than  in  hospitals 
where  our  own  men  were  under  treatment. 

To  return  to  the  condition  of  the  Federal 
prisoners  on  Belle  Island,  there  was  at  no 
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time  adequate  shelter  for  the  entire  number 
till  late  in  spring,  when  the  number  had 
been  greatly  reduced  by  transfer  to  Georgia, 
exchanges  and  death. 

I  was  told  that  in  the  morning  it  was  not 
uncommon  to  find  men  dead  from  exposure 
and  rain. 

I  have  repeatedly  seen  the  exchanged 
prisoners  reduced  to  the  lowest  extremity 
through  want  of  food.  Of  more  than  four 
hundred  landed  in  Baltimore,  some  little 
time  since,  nearly,  if  not  the  entire  number, 
were  suffering  from  the  effects  of  hunger ; 
more  than  one  hundred  of  these  were  taken 
a  few  yards  across  the  wharf,  to  the  hospital, 
on  stretchers ;  seven  died  before  they  could 
be  taken  into  the  building,  and  seven  more 
that  same  night.  Their  clothing  was  filthy 
to  the  last  degree ;  they  were  covered  with 
vermin ;  they  were  the  merest  bund'ee  of 
bones  and  skin,  and  some  bones  piercing  the 
flesh.  The  cries  of  these  poor  men  for  food 
were  pitiful  in  the  extreme. 

In  addition  to  their  other  sufferings,  many 
had  lost  portions  of  their  feet  by  frost.  The 
minds  showed  the  weakness  of  the  body. 
Some  were  reduced  to  Idiocy.  They  would 
entreat  for  an  apple  or  a  bit  of  meat  to  look 
at,  if  they  could  not  be  allowed  solid  food. 
Many  of  these  poor  creatures  died,  and 
others,  I  understand  from  surgeons,  are  en- 
feebled for  life. 

Many  of  these  prisoners  when  brought  on 
the  flag-of-truce  boat,  were  observed  to  clasp 
their  hands  and  fix  their  gaze  upon  the 
American  flag  :  "  It  Is  enough,  thank  God, 
we  are  at  home."  A  remarkable  trial  of 
disinterestedness :  Rev.  M.  Hall  said,  ''  What 
can  I  do  for  you,  my  boys  ?"  "  Hasten  ex- 
changes and  bring  away  our  comrades." 

A  gentleman  of  Washington,  who  had 
been  permitted  to  convey  a  body  for  burial 
to  the  South,  on  board  the  flag-ot-truce  boat, 
remarked  that  all  the  rebel  prisoners  were 
in  vigorous  health,  eciuipped  in  clothes  fur- 
nished by  the  United  States  Government ; 
many  of  them  with  blankets  and  haversacks, 
while  we  received  in  return  not  one  able- 
bodied  man  at  that  time.  I  have  witnessed 
this  fact  myself,  on  other  occasions  on  the 
flag-of-truce  boats. 

The  rations  served  to  the  prisoners  on 
Belle  Island,  whether  drawn  from  supplies 
furnished  by  the  Federal  Government,  or 
through  the  Individual  liberality  of  North- 
ern citizens,  were  never  dispensed  in  suf- 
ficient quantities  by  the  Confederate  author- 
ities to  satisfy  hunger. 

I  have  seen  tons  of  provisions  shipped  on 
the  flag-of-truce  boat  from  the  North,  for  the 
relief  of  our  prisoners  at  Richmond.  Little 
or  nothing  came  from  the  South  for  rebel 
prisoners  at  the  North.     Clothing  and  blank- 
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ets  were  sent  by  our  Government  to  the  pris- 
oners in  quantities,  but  not  fully  distributed. 
One  i-eason  wliy  our  men  were  so  wholly 
destitute  of  elothing  at  a  late  season,  was  the 
temptation  they  were  undir  to  give  them 
away  for  a  biscuit,  or  a  small  quantity  of  food, 
to  save  them  from  starvation. 

D.  L.  DIX. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  1,  1804. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  testimony  was 
taken  and  reduced  to  writing  in  presence  of 
the  respective  witnesses,  and  by  them  sworn 
or  affirmed  to  in  my  presence,  at  the  times, 
places,  and  in  the  manner  set  forth. 
D.  P.  BROWN,  JR., 

United  States  Commissioner. 
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Tei^timonTj  of  Joseph  B.  Ahhott,  Special  Re- 
lief Afjent  United  States  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, taken  at  Washington,  D.  C,  June 
Srd,  1864. 

Commissioners  Present. — Mr.  Wilkins, 
Dr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Walden. 

Joseph  B.  Abbott,  aged  twenty-eight  years, 
Agent  of  Special  Relief  Department,  United  | 
States  Sanitary  Commission.  Holds  his  com- 
mission as  Chief  Assistant,  Special  Relief 
Department,  United  States  Sanitary  Com- 
mission. Is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  has 
been  a  resident  of  North  Carolina,  resided 
in  North  Carolina  nearly  four  years,  prior  to 
the  war.  Has  been  engaged  with  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Commission  since  March 
12th,  1862. 

During  the  past  Spring,  since  February, 
my  position  has  given  me  means  of  observa- 
tion of  returned  prisoners  from  Richmond, 
Belle  Island,  Danville,  Salisbury,  and  Co- 
lumbia, but  directly  from  Richmond.  I  first 
came  in  contact  at  Fortress  Monroe  with 
prisoners  on  flag-of-truce  boats,  from  City 
Point  to  Annapolis.  The  men  had  no  blank- 
ets, but  what  were  said  to  have  been  fur- 
nished them  at  City  Point  by  the  United 
States  Government.  Very  few  had  coats  ; 
many  had  no  shirts  ;  pants,  poor,  ragged  and 
dirtv  •,  clothing  all  diity;  skin  very  fiUhy, 
and'  covered  with  vermin.  One  man  had 
convulsions  all  the  time  during  the  trip.  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Dr.  Fry  told  me  that  they 
were  caused  by  vermin.  The  man  was  much 
emaciated ;  vermin  very  thick  upon  his  body 
—  common  body  lice.  He  was  scratching  as 
at  lice,  and  throwing  them  off  him  and  slap- 
ping them  with  his  blanket. 

This  is  a  general  statement  of  all  my  ob- 
servation. 


My  experience  extended  over  three  boat 
loads.  No  difference  in  the  condition  of  the 
prisoners'  clothing.  The  condition  of  the 
men  on  the  last  boat  as  to  physical  state,  waa 
worse  than  all  previous.  Two  or  three  boat 
loads  have  arrived  since  my  services  ceased. 
J\Ir.  Thompson,  one  of  the  United  States 
Sanitary  Commission  Agents,  accompanied 
the  men  on  these  boats.  Mr.  Thompson  is 
now  at  White  House,  Virginia,  on  thf>  Pa- 
munky  river.  Cannot  communicate  with 
him  by  telegraph. 

In  general  aspect  and  condition  of  re- 
turned prisoners,  all  were  more  or  less  ema- 
ciated. Of  the  first  boat  load,  three-fifths 
very  much  so.  Of  second  and  third  boats, 
four-fifths  very  much  so.  The  condition  of 
some  of  those  who  were  less  emaciated  than 
others  was  owing  to  their  having  money  with 
which  they  purchased  provisiciii.  1  believe 
the  fact  from  statements  made  by  then::  en  my 
inquiry.  My  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
fact  by  the  Assistant  Surgeon.  I  could  pick 
out  the  men  that  had  money  by  their  physi- 
cal condition. 

Clothing  was  usually  taken  from  them  by 
their  captors  before  their  arrival  at  Rich- 
mond. Money  was  taken  from  them  official- 
ly just  before  entering  prison,  except  those 
that  had  succeeded  in  secreting  it.  I  believe 
these  facts  from  statements  made  by  the  men. 
They  were  also  credited  with  the  amounts, 
and  were  told  that  when  released  the  amounts 
would  be  returned.  I  heard  of  no  soldier 
who  had  it  returned  to  him.  In  case  of  of- 
ficers it  was  sometimes  returned  in  Confed- 
erate currency. 

On  the  first  boat  load  there  was  about  one 
hun<lred  and  fifty  on  cots  sick, —  with  diar- 
rhoea generally.  Many  of  these  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  had  the  scurvy ;  great 
many  suffering  from  pneumonia.  Often 
heard  the  physician  say  that  these  disorders 
were  due  to  confinement,  exposuie,  and  Vtad 
food.  In  all  I  saw  some  ten  or  twelve  dying 
on  the  boats.  From  the  last  boat  I  saw  five 
come  off  on  shore  in  a  dying  state.  I  saw 
one  man  die  on  the  boat ;  the  Doctor  said 
his  death  was  caused  by  starvation.  Saw 
one  already  dead  on  the  boat  at  Fortress 
Monroe.  Tlie  Doctor  said  his  death  was 
caused  by  eating.  He  died  fiom  eating  too 
much  after  he  had  been  starved.'  He  ob- 
tained this  over  amount  of  food  after  having 
come  into  our  hands. 

Tiie  Doctor  said  that  he  had  to  be  very 
cautious  in  giving  them  their  rations,  or  they 
would  injure  themselves  by  getting  too  nmch  ; 
that  several  had  died  in  consequence  of  eat- 
ing too  much,  which  they  obtained  from  their 
comrades,  who  were  too  feeble  and  too  far 
gone  to  eat  the  rations  which  were  given 
them.     Some  would  secrete  their  rations  and 
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try  to  get  a  second  ration.  The  Assistant 
Surgeon  told  ine  that  the  one  I  had  seen 
dead  had  eaten  three  rations  which  he  had 
obtained  from  his  comrades. 

The  prisoners  on  board  the  boats  stated 
that  their  diseases  and  sufferings,  such  as  I 
witnessed,  were  caused  by  want  of  protection 
from  wet  and  cold,  and  by  insufficient  and 
bad  food;  this  was  their  invariable  state- 
ment. 

The  Union  prisoners  were  not  at  all  vin- 
dictive, and  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the 
rebel  prlsonei-s  well  clothed  and  fed ;  this 
was  the  case  with  all  the  men  I  spoke  to  on 
the  subject  on  the  three  boats. 

My  reason  for  making  this  inquiry  was  the 
remark  of  the  Union  prisoners  in  regard  to 
the  healthy  condition  of  the  rebel  prisoners 
who  were  exchanged.  Some  of  them  re- 
marked that  it  would  make  the  condition  of 
the  Union  prisoners  worse  if  they  attempted 
to  retaliate,  and  would  do  no  good.  The 
general  idea  as  expressed  by  the  men  was, 
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that  they  did  not  wish  to  sec  the  rebel  pris- 
oners treated  as  they  had  been. 

I  have  been  on  the  battle-field  and  in  hos- 
pitals and  witnessed  much  sufTerlng,  but  never 
did  I  experience  so  sad  and  deplorable  a  con- 
dition of  human  beings,  as  that  of  the  pa- 
roled Union  prisoners  just  from  Belle  Island, 
and  the  rebel  prisons  of  the  South,  emaciated 
by  starvation,  with  impaired  minds,  vision, 
powers  of  speech  and  hearing,  occasioned  by 
want  of  sufficiency  of  wholesome  food,  ex- 
posure to  the  cold  and  inclementstorms  of  wind 
and  rain.  I  believe  from  what  I  have  seen 
and  experienced  among  our  unfortunate  pris- 
oners on  board  the  flag  of-truce  boats,  that 
their  barbarous  treatment  and  sufferings 
which  they  endured  while  confined  in  the 
militarv  prisons  of  the  South  can  hardly  ba 
exaggeVated.  J.  B.  ABBOTT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  befbre  me  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  this  3d  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1801. 

M.  H.  N.  Kexdig, 

Kotary  PublfC. 


QUARTERLY  REPORT 

0/  the  Hospitals  for  ihe  Federal  prisoners,  Richmond,  Va.,  furnished  hy  Surc/eon-General, 
C.  S.  A.,  April  1,  1864.     Obtained  by  a  paroled  and  returned  Federal  prisoner. 
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A  true  copy. 
(Signed) 


A.  R.  ROOT, 


Colonel  Commanding,  Camp  Parole. 


A  true  copy. 

B.  A.  VANDERKTEFT, 

Surgeon  TJ.  S.  Vols,  in  charge  U.  S.  General  Ilospi- 
pital,  Division  No.  1,  Annapolis,  Md. 

The  Commission  have  received  a  letter  from  Col. 
A.  R.  Root,  Commanding,  &c.,  statii'.g  that  he  has 
satisfactory  evidence  of  tlie  authenticity  a"d  relia- 
bleness of  thia  "  Quarterly  Report." 
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CRUELTIES    OF   REBEL  AUTHORITIES 


EVIDENCE  EELATING  TO  UNITED  STATES  STATIONS  EOE  EEBEL  PEISONEES. 


Letter  from  Quartermaster-General^  M.  C. 

Meigs,  United  States  Army. 

Quaktkrmaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  Cth,  1804. 

Dr.  Elleslie  Wallace,  Philadelpliia. 

SiK,  —  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  ult.,  in 
which,  in  behalf  of  a  Committee  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Sanitary  Commission,  you  make 
inquiry  in  relation  to  the  condition  and  treat- 
ment of  rebel  prisoners  of  war  in  our  hands. 

In  reply,  you  are  respectfully  informed 
that  such  prisoners  are  treated  with  all  the 
consideration  and  kindness  that  might  be  ex- 
pected of  a  humane  and  Christian  people. 
The  rations  allowed  to  them  are  ample  and 
of  good  quality.  The  reduction  recently 
made  in  the  prisoner's  ration  was  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  it  nearer  to  what  the 
rebel  authorities  profess  to  allow  their  sol- 
diers, and  no  complaint  has  been  heard  of  its 
insufficiency. 

Suitable  provision  has  been  made  by  the 
Government  for  supplying  the  prisoners  with 
all  necessary  clothing  and  blankets ;  and  at 
each  depot  there  is  a  sutler,  authorized  to 
sell  to  them,  at  reasonable  rates,  certain 
prescribed  articles  of  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence, such  as  our  soldiers  desire  to  purchase. 

Fuel  is  provided  by  the  army  regulations, 
and  is  liberally  furnished. 

Shelter  is  not  denied  to  any  "  during  the 
inclement  and  cold  season,"  and  for  those 
who  require  them,  coralbrtable  hospital  ac- 
commodations, and  skillul  medical  and  sur- 
gical attention  are  provided. 

The  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  in- 
forms me  that  he  has  heard  of  no  order  to 
shoot  prisoners  for  being  at  the  windows  or 
near  them,  and  l^e  does  not  believe  that  or- 
ders of  that  character  have  aijy  where  been 
given.  He  has  heard  of  no  prisoners  being 
shot  under  such  circustances. 

General  Butler  did,  in  the  early  part  of 
this  yeai',  offer  to  exchange  prisoners,  grade 
for  grade,  and  man  for  man,  of  those  at  Point 
Lookout,  and  two  other  places,  but  the  pro- 
position was  not  acceded  to  by  the  rebel  au- 
thorities. 

Your  inquiries  are  thus  substantially  an- 
swered. 

I  enclose  copies  of  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners,  regulating  the 
conduct  and  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war, 
and  the  rations  they  now  receive.* 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-General. 

*  Priated  in  this  Appendix. 


Testimony  taken  at  Fort  Delaware, 
June  21st,  1864. 

Commissioners  Pkesext.  —  Dr.  Wal- 
lace, Judge  Hare. 

Captain  Gilbert  S.  Clark,  sworn  and 
examined : — 

I  came  to  this  post  18th  March,  1862,  and 
the  Subsistence  Department  at  this  post  has 
been  under  my  charge  since  May,  1862. 

The  rations  were  as  follow  : 

Bread  —  18  onnces  per  ration  ;  or. 

Corn  Meal  —  20  ounces  per  ration. 

Beef —  1  pound  per  ration  ;  or, 

Bacon  or  Pork  —  ^  pound  per  ration. 

Beans  —  8  quarts  per  one  hundred  men ;  or, 

Hominy  or  llice  —  10  pounds  per  one  hun- 
dred men. 

Sugar  —  14  pounds  per  one  hundred  men. 

Rio  Cofi'ee  —  7  or  9  pounds  per  hundred 
men. 

Adamantine  Candles  —  5  per  one  hundred 
men ;  or, 

Tallow  Candles  —  6  per  one  hundred  men. 

Soap  —  4  pounds  per  one  hundred  men. 

Salt  —  2  quarts  per  one  hundred  men. 

Molasses  —  4  quarts  per  one  hundred  men, 
twice  per  week. 

Potatoes  —  1  pound  per  man,  three  times 
per  week. 

When  beans  were  issued,  hominy  or  rice 
not  issued. 

These  were  the  rations  to  which  the  pris- 
oners were  entitled.  Bread  was  issued,  in 
point  of  fact,  and  not  corn  meal.  Fi'esh  beef 
was  issued,  during  this  time,  four  times  a 
week.  When  we  had  to  give  them  hard 
bread  they  received  a  pound.  When  fresh 
beef  was  given,  a  pound  and  a  quarter  was 
given,  and  a  less  proportion  of  salt  meat. 

This  was  done  by  orders  of  the  command- 
ing officer,  with  a  view  to  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  men. 

According  to  instructions  for  the  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners,  a  fund  was  creat- 
ed by  selling  all  surplus  rations,  under  regu- 
lations, and  with  this  fund  were  purchased 
vegetables  in  addition  to  the  regular  rations. 
The  order  referred  to,  under  which  this 
course  was  adopted,  was  as  follows : 

CIRCULAR. 


"  V.  A  general  fund,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
prisoner,  will  be  made  by  withholding  from 
their  rations  all  that  can  be  spared  without 
inconvenience  to  them,  and  selling  this  sur- 
plus, under  existing  regulations,  to  tlie  Com- 
missary, who  will  hold  the  funds  in  his  hands, 
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and  be;  acountable  for  thom,  subject  to  the 
commaiidinj;  otHcer's  order  to  cover  pur- 
chases. The  purchases* with  the  fund  will 
be  made  by  or  through  the  Quartermaster, 
with  the  approval  or  order  of  the  command- 
iuir  ofEeer,  the  bills  beiag  paid  by  the  Com- 
niissaiy,  who  will  keep  an  account  book,  in 
which  ft-ill  be  carefully  entered  all  receipts 
and  payments,  with  the  vouchers ;  and  he 
will  keep  the  commanding  officer  advised, 
from  time  to  time,  of  the  aniownt  of  this  fiind. 
At  the  end  of  the  month  he  will  Furnish  the 
commanding  officer  with  an  account  of  the 
fund  ibr  the  month,  showing  the  receipts  and 
disbursements,  which  account  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  Commissary-General  of  Pri- 
soners, with  the  remarks  of  the  commandins 
otFicer.  With  this  tund  will  be  purchased  all 
such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  prisoners,  and 
which  would  otherwise  have  to  be  purchased 
by  the  Government :  among  these  articles 
are  all  table  furniture  and  cooking  utensils, 
articles  for  policing  purposes,  bedticks  and 
straw,  the  means  of  improving  or  enlarging 
the  baiTacks  accommodation,  extra  pay  to 
clerks  who  have  charge  of  the  camp,  post- 
office,  and  who  keep  the  accounts  of  moneys 
deposited  with  the  commanding  officer,  &c., 
&c." 

The  provisions,  according  to  my  return, 
actually  issued,  were  the  same  as  for  the 
garrison  troops.  The  rations  detailed  above 
wpre  the  rations  actually  given  to  the  men. 
The  amount  drawn  on  the  books,  for  their 
account,  was  larger  —  and  as  large  as  that 
issued  to  the  gamson,  with  the  exception  of 
flour  or  bread,  which  vras  eighteen  ounces 
instead  of  twenty-two  ounces.  When  I  say 
actually  issued,  I  mean  when  entered  on  my 
returns  as  issued.  The  difference  between 
the  amount  thus  issued,  and  the  amount 
given  as  above,  was  sold  and  converted  into 
a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners,  as  I 
have  staged,  according  to  the  order  of  which 
I  h;ive  given  an  extract. 

This  fund  was  expended  and  applied  for 
their  use  in  the  purchase  of  extra  vegetables 
and  articles  of  comfort. 

This  course  is  pursued  towards  our  own 
troojis  in  camp  and  garrison ;  the  surplus 
whii'h  they  do  not  use  being  sold  for  tlieir 
benefit  to  the  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
and  regularly  entered,  and  the  proceeds  ap- 
plied to  their  u-e. 

The  surplus  rations  sold  for  the  prisoners 
were  about  the  same  as  those  sold  for  the 
garrison  at  the  same  time,  showing  that  the 
amount  actually  consumed  by  the  prisoners 
was  abnut  the  same,  per  man,  as  that  con- 
sumed by  the  gaiTison.  When  hard  bread 
is  issued,  prisoners  not  unfrec^uently  leave  a 
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portion  of  it  on  the  table.  A  large  amount 
of  bread  has  been  fbmid  stowed  away  by 
them  in  the  barracks.  The  rations  are  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  that  used  for  garrison,  and 
of  very  good  quality. 

My  expenditures  for  vegetables  alone,  for 
the  use  of  the  prisoners,  out  of  the  fund 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  surplus  rations, 
amounted,  at  times,  as  high  as  from  $2,000 
to  §3,000  a  month.  For  instance,  I  would 
buy  extra  quantities  of  potatoes  and  onions, 
turnips,  cabbage,  pickles,  carrots. 
I  I  have  frequently  asked  my  overseers  \i 
the  prisoners  complained  of  not  having 
enough,  and  if  they  did,  to  give  them  moje, 
and  to  let  no  man  want,  as  1  could  afford  to 
do  from  the  savings.  During  all  the  time  1 
have  been  here,  I  have  scarcely  heard  a 
complaint.  No  material  change  was  made 
in  the  rations  given  to  the  prisoners  till  the 
first  of  this  month,  (June  '64) ;  since  this 
date,  the  following  has  been  the  ration  given 
the  prisoners: 

The  rations  issued  on  the  returns  remain- 
ed the  same  as  before.  The  amount  given 
was  reduced  to  the  following  quantity,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

"B." 
"  RATION  : 

"Pork  or  Bacon,  .     .     10  ozs.  (in  lieu  of 

fresh  beef.) 
Fresh  Beef,  ....  14  " 
Flour,  or  Soft  Bread,  IG  " 
Hard  Bread,  ...  14  "  (in  lieu  of 
Flour  or  Soft  Bread.) 
Corn  Meal,  ....  16  "  (in  lieu  of 
Flour  or  Bread.) 
Beans  or  Peas,  .  .  .  12i  lbs. 
or,  Rice,  or  Hominy,     .     8     " 

troap, 4     "       'to  100 

Vinegar, 3  qts.       (rations. 

Salt 3J  lbs.     I 

Potatoes, 15     '•      J 

Sugar  and  coffee,  or  tea,  will  be  issued  only 
to  the  sick  and  wounded,  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  surgeon  in  charge,  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  (12)  pounds  of  sugar,  five  (.5) 
pounds  of  ground  or  seven  (7)  pounds  of 
green  coffee,  or  one  (1)  pound  of  tea,  to  the 
one  hundred  rations.  This  part  of  the  ra- 
tion will  be  allowed  only  for  every  other 
day." 

The  difference  b?tween  the  ration  given 
and  the  ration  issued  continues  to  be  sold, 
and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the  benefit  of 
the  prisoners,  as  before.  The  consequence 
is  that  the  surplus  fund  for  their  use  is  larger. 

I  refer  to  the  circulars  issued  by  the  War 
Department,  April  20th,  1864,  and  June  1st, 
1864,  as  containing  the  regulations  under 
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which  T  am  now  acting,  hereto  appended, 
marked  "  A  "  and  "  B.'' 

The  bread,  as  now  issued,  is  made  one- 
fifth  of  corn  meal  and  four-fifths  of  flour. 
This  change  was  made  at  the  request  of  the 
prisoners.     1  use  the  same  quality  of  bread. 
GILBERT  S.  CLAEK, 

Captain  and  C.  S.  Vol. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  21st,  ;8(H. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

"  A." 

"Office  OF  Cojimissary-General  of  Prison- 
ERs,  Washington,  April  20,  18G4. 
"  [Circular.] 

*'  By  authority  of  the  War  Department, 
the  following  Regulations  will  be  observed 
at  all  stations  where  prisoners  of  war  and 
political  or  State  prisoners  are  held.  The 
regulations  will  supersede  those  issued  from 
this  office  July  7,  1861 : 

I.  The  Commanding  Officer  at  each  sta- 
tion is  held  accountable  for  the  discipline 
and  good  order  of  his  command,  and  for  the 
security  of  the  prisoners,  and  will  take  such 
measures,  with  the  means  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal, as  will  best  secure  these  results.  He 
will  divide  the  prisoners  into  companies,  and 
will  cause  written  rejiorts  to  be  made  to  him 
of  their  condition  every  morning,  showing 
the  changes  made  during  the  preceding 
twenty-four  hours,  giving  the  names  of  the 
"joined,"  ''transferred,"  "deaths,"  &c. 
At  the  end  of  every  month  Commanders 
will  send  to  the  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners  a  PiCturn  of  Prisoners,  giving 
names  and  details  to  explain  "  alterations." 
If  rolls  of  "  joined  "  or  "  transferred  " 
have  been  forwarded  during  the  month,  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  them  on  the  re- 
turn according  to  forms  furnished. 

II.  On  the  arrival  of  any  prisoners  at 
any  station,  a  careful  comparison  of  them 
with  the  rolls  which  accompany  them  will 
be  made,  and  all  errors  on  the  rolls  will  be 
corrected.  AVhen  no  roll  accompanies  the 
prisoners,  one  will  immediately  be  made  out, 
containing  all  the  information  required,  as 
correct  as  can  be,  from  the  statements  of 
prisoners  themselves.  When  the  prisoners 
are  citizens,  the  town,  county  and  State 
from  which  they  come  will  be  given  on  the 
rolls  under  the  headings  —  Rank,  Regiment, 
and  Company.  At  stations  where  prisoners 
are  received  frequently,  and  in  small  parties, 
a  list  will  be  furnished  every  fifth  day  —  the 
last  one  in  the  month  may  be  for  six  days  — 
of  all  prisoners  received  during  the  preced- 
ing five  days.  Immediately  on  their  arrival, 
prisoners  will  be  required  to  give  up  all 
arms  and  weapons  of  every  description,  of 
which  the  Commanding  Officer  will  require 
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an  accurate  list  to  be  made.  When  pris- 
oners are  forwarded  for  exchange,  duplicate 
parole  rolls,  signed  by  the  prisoners,  will  be 
sent  with  them,  and  an  ordinary  roll  will  be 
sent  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prison- 
ers. When  they  are  transferred  from  one 
station  to  another,  an  ordinary  roll  will  be 
sent  with  them,  and  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners.  In  all  cases, 
the  officer  charged  with  conducting  prison- 
ers will  report  to  the  officer  under  whose 
orders  he  acts,  the  execution  of  his  service, 
furnishing  a  receipt  for  the  prisoners  deliv- 
ered, and  accounting  by  name  for  those  not 
delivered ;  which  report  wiU  be  forwarded, 
without  delay,  to  the  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners. 

III.  The  hospital  will  be  under  the  im- 
mediate charge  of  the  senior  Medical  Officer 
present,  who  will  be  held  responsible  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  for  its  good  order  and 
the  proper  treatment  of  the  sick.  A  fund 
for  this  hospital  will  be  created  as  for  other 
hospitals.  It  will  be  kept  separate  from  the 
fund  of  the  hospital  for  the  troops,  and  will 
be  expended  for  the  objects  specified,  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  paragraph  1212, 
Revised  Regulations  for  the  Army  of  1863, 
except  that  the  requisition  of  the  Medical 
•Officer  in  charge,  and  the  bill  of  purchase, 
before  payment,  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Commanding  Officer.  When  this  "  fiind  " 
is  sufficiently  large,  it  may  be  expended 
also  for  shirts  and  drawers  for  the  sick,  the 
expense  of  washing  clothes,  articles  for  ])oli- 
cing  purposes,  and  all  articles  and  objects 
indispensably  necessary  to  promote  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  hospital. 

IV.  Surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals 
where  there  are  prisoners  of  war  will  make 
to  the  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 
through  the  Commanding  Ofiicer,  semi- 
monthly reports  of  deaths,  giving  names, 
rank,  regiment,  and  company ;  date  and 
place  of  capture ;  date  and  cause  of  death ; 
place  of  interment,  and  No.  of  gi-ave.  Ef- 
fects of  deceased  prisoners  will  be  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Commanding  Officer, 
the  money  and  valuables  to  be  reported  to 
this  office  (see  note  on  blank  reports),  the 
clothing  of  any  value  to  be  given  to  such 
prisoners  as  require  it.  Money  left  by  de- 
ceased prisoners,  or  accruing  from  the  sale 
of  their  effects,  will  be  placed  in  the  Prison 
Fund. 

V.  A  fund  to  be  called  "The  Prison 
Fund,"  and  to  be  applied  in  procuring  such 
articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  health 
and  convenience  of  the  prisoners,  not  ex- 
pressly provided  for  by  General  Army  Re- 
gulations, 1863,  will  be  made  by  withholding 
from  their  rations  such  parts  thereof  as  can 
be  conveniently  dispensed  with.     The  Ab- 
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gtract  of  Issues  to  Prisoners,  and  Statement 
of  the  Prison  Fund,  shall  be  made  out,  com- 
mencing with  the  month  of  May,  18C4,  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  for  the 
Abstract  of  Issues  to  Hospital  and  Statement 
of  the  Hospital  Fund,  (see  paragraphs  1209, 
1215,  and  1246,  and  Form  5,  Subsistence 
Department,  Army  Regulations,  1863),  with 
such  modifications  in  language  as  may  be 
necessary.  The  ration  for  issue  to  prisonei-s 
vrill  be  composed  as  follows,  viz. : 

Hard  Bread,  14  oz.  per  one  ration, 

or   18   oz.    Soft 
Bread,   one  ra- 
tion. 
Corn  Meal,  18  oz.  per  one  ration. 

Beef,  14  "         "  " 

Bacon  or  Pork,  10  «        "  " 

Beans,  6  qts.  per  100  men. 

Hominy  or  Bice,  8  lbs.     "  " 

Sugar,  14  "        "  " 

R.  Coffee,  5  lbs.  ground,  or  7 

lbs.  raw,  per  100 
men. 
Tea,  18  oz.  per  100  men. 

Soap,  4  "         "  " 

Adamantine  Candles,     5  candles    per    100 

men. 
Tallow  Candles,  6         "         "         " 

Salt,  2  qts.  "         " 

Molasses,  1  qt.  "         " 

Potatoes,  30  lbs.  "         " 

AVhen  beans  are  issued,  hominy  or  rice 
will  not  be.  If  at  any  time  it  should  seem 
advisable  to  make  any  change  in  this  scale, 
the  circumstances  will  be  reported  to  the 
Cixnmissary-General  of  Prisoners  for  his  con- 
sideration. 

VI.  Disbursements  to  be  charged  against 
the  Prison  Fund  will  be  made  by  the  Com- 
missary of  Subsistence,  on  the  order  of  the 
Commanding  Officer ;  and  all  such  expendi- 
tures of  funds  will  be  accounted  for  by  the 
Commissary,  in  the  manner  prescribed  for 
the  disbui'sements  of  the  Hospital  Fund. 
When  in  any  month  the  items  of  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  Prison  Fund  cannot 
be  conveniently  entered  on  the  Abstract  of 
Issues  to  Prisoners,  a  list  of  the  articles  and 
quantities  purchased,  prices  paid,  statement 
of  services  rendered,  &c.,  certified  by  the 
Cc«nmissary  as  correct,  and  approved  by  the 
Commanding  Officer,  will  accompany  the 
Abstract.  In  such  cases  it  will  only  be  ne- 
cessary to  enter  on  the  Abstract  of  Issues  the 
total  amount  of  funds  thus  expended. 

Vn.  At  the  end  of  each  calendar  month, 
the  Commanding  Officer  will  transmit  to  the 
Commissary-General  of  Piisoners  a  copy  of 
the  "  Statement  of  the  Prison  Fund,"  as 
shown  in  the  Abstract  of  Issues  for  that 
month,  with  a  copy  of  the  list  of  expendi- 
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tures  specified  in  preceding  paragraph,  ac- 
companied by  vouchers,  and  will  endorse 
thereon,  or  convey  in  letter  of  transmittal, 
such  remarks  as  the  matter  may  seem  to  re- 
quire. 

VIII.  The  Prison  Fund  is  a  credit  with 
the  Subsistence  Department,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prison- 
ei-s,  may  be  transferred  by  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Subsistence  in  manner  prescribed 
by  existing  Regulations  for  the  transfer  of 
Hospital  Fund. 

IX.  With  the  Prison  Fund  may  be  pur- 
chased such  articles  not  provided  for  by  re- 
gulations as  may  be  necessary  for  the  health 
and  proper  condition  of  the  prisoners,  such 
as  table  furniture,  cooking  utensils,  articles 
for  policing,  straw,  the  means  for  improving 
or  enlarging  the  barracks  or  hospitals,  &c. 
It  will  also  be  used  to  pay  clerks,  and  other 
employees  engaged  in  labors  connected  with 
prisoners.  No  barracks  or  other  structures 
will  be  erected  or  enlarged,  and  no  altera- 
tions made,  without  first  submitting  a  plan 
and  estimate  of  the  cost  to  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval ;  and  in 
no  case  will  the  services  of  clerks  or  of  other 
employees  be  paid  for  without  the  sanctiou 
of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
Soldiers  emplojred  with  such  sanction  will 
be  allowed  40  cents  per  day  when  employed 
as  clerks,  stewards,  or  mechanics ;  25  cents 
a  day  when  employed  as  laboreis. 

X.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Quarter- 
master, or,  when  there  Is  none,  the  Commis- 
sary, under  the  orders  of  the  Commanding 
Officer,  to  procure  all  articles  required  for 
the  prisoners,  and  to  hire  clerks  or  other  em- 
ployees. Ail  bills  for  service,  or  for  articles 
purchased,  will  bo  certified  by  the  Quarter- 
master, and  will  be  paid  by  tne  Commissary 
on  the  order  of  the  Commanding  Officer, 
who  Is  held  responsible  that  all  expenditures 
are  for  authorized  purposes. 

XI.  The  Quartermaster  will  be  held  ac- 
countable for  all  property  purchased  with 
the  Prison  Fund,  and  he  will  make  a  return 
of  it  to  the  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners 
at  the  end  of  each  calendar  month,  which 
will  show  the  articles  on  hand  on  the  first 
day  of  the  month  ;  the  articles  purchased, 
issued  and  expended  during  the  month ;  and 
the  articles  remaining  on  hand.  The  return 
will  be  supported  by  abstracts  of  the  articles 
purchased,  issued,  and  expended,  certified 
by  the  Quartermaster,  and  approved  by  the 
Commanding  Officer. 

XII.  The  Commanding  Officer  will  cause 
requisitions  to  be  made  by  his  Quartermas- 
ter for  such  clothing  as  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  prisoners,  which  requisition 
wUl  be  approved  by  him,  after  a  careful  in- 
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quiiy  as  to  the  necessity,  and  submitted  for 
the  approval  of  the  Commisssary-Genoral  of 
Prisoners.  The  clothing  will  be  issued  by 
the  Quartermaster  to  the  prisoners,  with  the 
assistance  and  under  the  supervision  of  an 
officer  detailed  for  the  purpose,  whose  cer- 
tificate that  the  issue  has  been  made  in  his 
presence  will  be  the  Quai-termaster's  voucher 
for  the  clothing  issued.  From  the  30th  of 
April  to  the  1st  of  October,  neither  drawers 
nor  socks  will  be  allowed,  except  to  the  sick. 
When  army  clothing  is  issued,  buttons  and 
trimmings  will  bo  taken  oiF  the  coats,  and 
the  skirts  will  be  cut  so  short  that  the  pri- 
soners who  wear  them  will  not  be  mistaken 
for  United  States  soldiers. 

XIII.  The  Sutler  for  the  prisoners  is 
errtirely  under  the  control  of  the  Command- 
ing Officer,  who  will  require  him  to  furnish 
the  prescribed  articles,  and  at  reasonable 
rates.  For  this  privilege  the  Sutler  will  be 
taxed  a  small  amount  by  the  Commanding 
Officer,  accoi'ding  to  the  amount  of  his  trade, 
which  tax  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commissary  to  make  part  of  the  Prison 
Fund. 

XIV.  All  money  In  possession  of  prison- 
ers, or  received  by  them,  will  be  taken 
charge  of  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  who 
will  give  receipts  for  it  to  those  to  whom  it 
belongs.  Sales  will  be  made  to  prisoners 
by  the  Sutler  on  orders  on  the  Commanding 
Officer,  which  orders  will  be  kept  as  vouch- 
ers in  the  settlement  of  the  individual 
accounts.  The  Commanding  Officer  will 
procure  proper  books  in  which  to  keep  an 
account  of  all  moneys  deposited  in  his  hands, 
these  accounts  to  be  always  subject  to  in- 
spection by  the  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners,  or  other  inspecting  olficer.  When 
prisoners  are  transferred  from  the  post,  the 
moneys  belonging  to  them,  with  a  statement 
of  the  amount  due  each,  will  be  sent  with 
them,  to  be  turned  over  by  the  officer  in 
charge  to  the  officer  to  whom  the  prisoners 
are  delivered,  who  will  give  receipts  for  the 
money.  When  prisoners  are  paroled,  their 
money  will  be  returned  to  them. 

X  v.  AH  articles  sent  by  friends  to  prison- 
ers, if  proper  to  be  delivered,  will  be  care- 
fully distributed  as  the  donors  may  request ; 
Buch  as  are  intended  for  the  sick  passing 
through  the  hands  of  the  Surgeon,  who  will 
be  responsible  lor  their  proper  use.  Contri- 
butions must  be  received  by  an  officer,  who 
will  be  held  responsible  that  they  are  deliv- 
ered to  the  person  for  whom  they  are  in- 
tended. All  uniform,  clothing,  boots,  or 
equipments  of  any  kind  for  military  service, 
weapons  of  all  kinrls,  and  intoxieating  li- 
quors, including  malt  liquors,  are  among  the 
contraband  articles.  The  material  for  outer 
clothing  should  be  gray,  or  some  daik  mixed 
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color,  and  of  Inferior  quality.  Any  excess 
of  clothing,  over  what  is  required  for  Imme- 
diate use,  is  contraband. 

XVI.  When  prisoners  are  seriously  111, 
their  nearest  relatives,  being  loyal,  may  be 
permitted  to  make  them  short  visits;  but 
under  no  other  circumstances  will  visitors 
be  admitted  without  the  authority  of  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.  At  those 
places  where  the  guard  Is  Inside  the  enclo- 
sure, persons  having  official  business  to  trans- 
act with  the  Commander  or  other  officer 
will  be  admitted  for  such  purposes,  but  will 
not  be  allowed  to  have  any  communication 
with  the  prisoners. 

XVII.  Prisoners  will  be  permitted  to 
write  and  to  receive  letters,  not  to  exceed 
one  page  of  common  letter  paper  each,  pro- 
vided the  matter  is  strictly  of  a  private  na- 
ture. Such  letters  must  be  examined  by  a 
reliable  non-commissioned  olficer,  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Commanding  Oflicer, 
before  they  are  forwarded  or  dollvered  to 
the  prisoners. 

XVIII.  Prisoners  who  have  been  reported 
to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  will 
not  be  paroled  or  released  except  by  authori- 
ty of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Col.  3d  Infantry,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Official  : 

W.  T.  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

S.  R.  Cr AiGE  sworn  and  examined :  — 

I  have  been  Quartermaster  here  since 
August,  18G3.  The  amount  of  clothing  is- 
sued to  the  prisoners  from  September  1st, 
1863,  to  May  1st,  1864,  by  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  will  appear  from  the 
following  statement  prepared  by  me  from 
the  books : 

QUAKTEllJIASTEK'S  OFFICE,  FORT  DeLAWAKE, 

June  'ilst,  1804. 

Capt.  S.  R.  Craige, 

A.  Q.  M.  Volunteers. 

Statement  of  Clothing  issued  to  Prisoners 
of  War,  from  Sept.  1st,  1863,  to  May  1st, 
1864: 

7175  Pairs  Drawers  (Canton  flannel). 

6260  Shirts  (Flannel). 

8807  Pairs  Woolen  Stockings. 

1094  Jackets  and  Coats. 

3840  Pairs  Bootees. 

1310  Pairs  Trowsers. 

4378  Woolen  Blankets. 

2680  Great  Coats. 

The  principal  part  of  the  clothing  was  is- 
sued in  October  and  November,  1863,  and 
every  prisoner  not  having  an  overcoat  and 
blanket  of  his  own  was  provided  with  one. 

All  that  were  In  want  of  clothing  received 
it. 
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The  barracks  were  kept  comfortable  by 
stoves ;  no  stint  in  fuel  that  I  know  of ;  the 
attendants  kept  the  fires  up.  Three  hun- 
dred tons  of  coal  provided  by  me,  were  con- 
sumed by  the  prisoners  in  the  winter  and 
spring.  This,  in  addition  to  wood  used  for 
baking,  and  to  the  coal  supplied  by  Capt. 
Clark.  I  am  satisfied  the  prisoners  were  as 
comtbrtable  as  could  be. 

S.  R.  CRAIGE, 

Captain  and  A.  Q.  M. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  21st,  180-1. 

D.  P.  Browx,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Captain  G.  S.  Clarke,  recalled:  — 

I  have  purchased  and  used  for  the  prison- 
ers about  one  thousand  tons  of  coal  during 
the  winter.  I  would  say,  in  my  judgment, 
that  the  barracks  were  sufficiently  warm 
during  the  season  requiring  fires.  I  was 
Quartermaster  here,  as  well  as  Commissary, 
until  Captain  Craige  assumed  the  Quarter- 
master's Department. 

The  desitute  prisoners  were  supplied  with 
sufficient  clothing  during  the  time  I  acted  as 
Quartermaster. 

GILBERT  S.  CLARK. 
Attest : 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Captain  George  W.  Ahl,  sworn  and  exam- 
ined:  — 

My  rank  is  Captain;  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  for  six  months,  and 
Commissary  of  Prisoners  for  about  a  year 
and  a  half. 

Q.  Can  you  state  whether  the  rations  is- 
sued to  prisoners  at  this  post  were  actually 
given  them  in  full  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  be- 
lief they  were. 

Q  Were  the  rations  issued  sufficient  for 
their  subsistence  ?  had  they  at  any  time 
saved  any  rations,  and  was  there  any  waste 
of  their  rations  at  any  time  ? 

A.  The  rations  issued  to  them  were  at  all 
times  sufficient  for  their  subsistence ;  and 
sometimes  greatly  In  excess  of  what  they 
coukl  eat.  In  policing  their  barracks  some- 
time ago  we  tore  up  the  lower  bunk  boards, 
under  which  we  found  about  eight  (8)  bar- 
rels of  hard  bread  and  meat,  which  they 
had  secreted  there,  because  there  was  more 
than  they  could  eat.  At  that  time  we  had 
only  about  three  thousand  prisoners  here. 

According  to  official  monthly  reports 
made  to  the  Commissary-General  of  prison- 
ers, there  were  at  this  post  in  July,  1863, 
8,982  prisoners,  of  whom  111  died  during 
the  mouth. 


August,       1863,  8,822  prisoners,  of  whom  109  ilied. 

September,  1803, 6,490  "  "  327  " 

October,       1863,2,987  "  "  377  " 

November,  1863, 2,822  "  "  156  " 

December,  1863,2,765  "  "  82  " 

,r;uiuaiy,      1804,2,000  "  "  78  " 

February,    1864,2,655  "  "  42  " 

March,         1864,5,712  "  "  62  " 

April,            1864,6,149  "  "  74  " 

Mav,             1864,8,126  "  "  62  " 

To  "June  21,  1864,8,530  "  "  42  " 

The  greater  mortality  during  the  summer 
anfl  fall  months  of  1863,  was  attributable 
to  the  following  causes :  Small-pox ;  the 
majority  of  the  prisoners  not  having  been 
vaccinated  before  they  came  here,  and  those 
who  were  vaccinated  had  been  vaccinated 
with  Impure  matter  ;  at  all  events,  the  vac- 
cination resulted  in  breaking  out  over  their 
body  In  sores  ;  and  from  the  prostrated  con- 
dition of  the  prisoners  from  Vlt^isburg,  a 
great  many  of  whom  had  to  be  carried,  on 
their  arrival  here,  from  the  boat  to  the  hos- 
pital, and  many  of  whom  represented  that 
they  had  been  limited  to  half  and  quarter 
rations  of  an  Inferior  qualitj'  duiing  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  Many  died  also  from 
wounds  received  In  different  engagements. 
Many,  when  brought  here,  were  suffering 
from  chronio  diarrhoea  and  other  diseases. 
The  general  effect  of  our  treatment  of  th«5 
prisoners  at  this  post  has  resulted  In  great 
benefit  to  their  physical  condition.  In  ref- 
erence to  vaccination,  being  desirous  of  ob- 
taining the  true  cause  of  Its  bad  effects  on 
their  system,  I  inquired  of  them  (the  pris- 
oners) the  cause  of  It ;  they  stated  that  they 
had  been  vaccinated  by  their  own  men  with 
impure  matter. 

GEORGE  W.  AHL, 

Captain  and  A.  A.  A.  G.  and 

Commissary  of  Prisoners. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  ' 

June  21st,  1804. 

D.  P.  Browx,  Jr., 

U.  S.  Commissioner. 

Lieutenant  A.  G.  Wolf,  sworn  and  exam- 
ined : — 

I  am  a  Lieutenant  In  charge  of  prisoners 
at  Fort  Delaware ;  have  been  here  since 
23d  September,  1862;  have  had  charge  of 
the  prisoners  about  eight  months. 

The  order  Is  that  the  men  shall  be  sent 
out  every  day  for  air.  The  barracks  are 
then  entirely  cleansed  out.  At  one  time  we 
turned  the  prisoners  out,  and  found  enough 
of  crackers  to  have  paved  tlie  barracks  two 
crackers  deep,  and  they  are  an  average  of 
five  hundred  feet.  They  had  stowed  and 
concealed  them  away  in  various  places.  As 
a  general  thing,  when  the  barracks  were 
cleaned  out,  there  were  always  a  number  of 
rations,  bread  and  meat,  found  stowed  away. 
We  have  always  found  a  quantity  of  blan- 
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kets  and  clothing  stowed  away  under  the 
floor  during  the  winter  season.  We  have 
allowed  men  two  blankets  apiece,  and  when 
they  were  deiicate,  three  blankets  and  an 
overcoat. 

They  are  allowed  to  bathe  in  the  river 
twice  a  week.  We  have  to  take  a  guard  to 
get  some  of  them  to  go  out  to  bathe.  We 
issue  a  regular  prisoner's  ration  of  soap; 
we  have  found  as  much  as  ten  pounds  secret- 
ed in  their  haversacks. 

They  had  five  stoves  within  five  hundred 
feet  during  winter,  and  were  warm  enough 
in  their  barracks. 

There  has  never  been  an  order  to  fire  at 
any  man  looking  out  the  windows,  and  no 
man  has  ever  been  fired  at  for  looking  out ; 
there  have  been  five  men  shot ;  three  killed 
and  two  wounded  here,  since  this  has  been 
a  prison.  One  killed  while  in  the  river 
making  Ms  escape,  about  one  hundred  yards 
from  the  shore,  at  night ;  one  killed  for  at- 
tempting to  climb  over  the  fence  towards 
the  river ;  one  man  was  wounded — he  died 
since — for  committing  a  nuisance  on  the 
bank  contrary  to  rule,  and  was  ordered  by 
the  sentry  to  stop.  He  called  the  sentry 
"  a  Yankee  son  of  a  bitch,"  and  would  not 
stop.  The  ball  wounded  two  men.  The 
other  one  said  that  he  deserved  all  he  got. 
Another  was  killed  accidentally,  by  the  sen- 
try shooting  at  one  who  was  committing  a 
nuisance,  and  who  would  not  obey  the  order. 
These  orders  are  to  prevent  nuisances  occur- 
ring in  the  barracks,  which  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  health  and  cleanliness.  Even  with 
these  rules,  nuisances  are  not  unfrequently 
committed. 

Special  orders  No.  157  are  the  same  as 
those  I  refer  to,  and  are  as  follow  : 

SPECIAL   ORDER  No.   157. 

IIicADQUAnTEns,  FouT  Delaware, 
June  1,  1804. 

The  officer  of  the  Guard  must  read  and 
explain  these  orders  to  each  relief  of  his 
Guard  regularly  beibre  having  it  posted. 

I.  No  sentinel  must  communicate  with 
nor  allow  any  person  to  communicate  with 
any  of  tho  prisoners,  nor  permit  any  of  the 
prisoners  to  go  outside  of  the  limits  of  their 
barracks,  vvitheut  the  permission  of  the 
Commanding  General  or  the  oflicers  in 
charge  of  the  prisoners. 

II.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  sentinel  to  pre- 
vent the  prisoners  from  escapini/,  or  culling, 
defacing,  or  in  any  way  damaging  any  of  lite 
Government  property,  or  from  committing  any 
"  Nuigance  "  in  or  about  their  barracks,  or 
fi'om  using  any  abusive  or  insolent  lan- 
guage towards  them,  and  from  any  viola- 
tion of  eood  order. 


Should  the  sentinel  detect  any  prisoner 
in  violating  these  instructions,  he  must  order 
him  three  distinct  times  to  halt!  and  if  the 
prisoner  obeys  the  order,  the  sentinel  must 
call  for  the  Corporal  of  the  Guard,  and 
have  the  prisoner  placed  in  arrest  —  but 
should  the  prisoner  fail  to  halt,  when  so  or- 
dered, the  sentinel  must  enforce  his  order  by 
bayonet  or  ball. 

HI.  The  sentinels  are  required  to  exer- 
cise the  utmost  vigilance,  and  to  exact  from 
prisoners  a  strict  compliance  with  these  in- 
structions, and  must  always  be  duly  impressed 
Avith  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  respon- 
sibility. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen'l  Schoepf. 
(Signed)         GEO.  W.  AHL, 

Captaiu  aud  A.  A.  A.  G. 

They  exist  in  all  prisons. 

A.  G.  AVOLF, 
Lieutenant  and  Commissary  of  Prisoners, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  21st,  1S6-1. 

D.  P.  Beown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Surgeon  H.  R.  Silliman,  sworn  and  exam- 
ined : — 

I  have  been  in  charge  here  as  Surgeon-in- 
Charge  of  the  books  since  July,  18Go.  The 
condition  of  the  prisoners,  upon  arriving  here, 
was  that  generally  of  men  suffering  from 
over-exertion  and  bad  diet;  chronic  diar- 
rhoBa  and  scurvy  prevalent  among  them ; 
they  improved  very  materially  shortly  after 
their  arrival  here. 

The  sanitary  conditions  here  were  such  as 
to  be  conducive  ,to  their  health.  Prisonera 
who  arrived  here  from  Vicksburg  and  the 
Mississippi  Valley  were  laboring  under  mias- 
metic  influences,  under  which  a  great  num- 
ber of  them  died.  From  their  condition,  I 
should  judge  they  had  been  on  a  diet  of  salt 
meat.  Some  of  the  men  arrived  here  in  a 
good  condition  of  health.  The  men  from 
Gettysburg  were  generally  in  good  health, 
though  they  soon  broke  down,  showing  the 
effect  of  their  violent  exertions  ;  tliey  rallied 
again  under  good  food  and  good  clothing. 
The  condition  of  the  men  brought  here  with- 
in the  last  few  months,  captured  in  Virginia, 
has  been  better  than  that  of  those  brought 
here  heretofore.  A  large  number  of  the  men 
had  never  been  vaccinated,  and  many  others 
imperfectly  so.  The  scars  were  imperfect, 
in  my  judgment.  They  vaccinated  them- 
selves in  the  barracks  with  pen-knives,  atter 
their  arrival  here,  producing  diseases  of  the 
blood  and  skin.  In  my  exjaerience,  tlie  pro- 
portion of  the  unvaccinated  men,  among  the 
prisoners,  is  far  greater  than  in  our  own 
army,  for  I  have  never  known  of  an  unvac- 
cinated man  in  our  army. 
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I  consider  the  amount  of  food  and  clothing 
allowed  to  prisoners  here,  during  the  past 
winter,  reasonably  sufficient  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  life  and  health. 

I  don't  know  of  any  man  who  has  suffered 
from  a  want  of  food  or  clothing,  and  unable 
to  procure  them,  on  proper  representations. 

I  do  know  of  one  man  who  was  brou"'ht 
into  the  hospital  last  winter,  during  a  severe 
spell,  severely  frost-bitten.  I  don't  know 
how  this  occurred.  This  is  the  only  instance 
that  has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

The  men  sent  away  from  here  were  some- 
times sick  and  sometimes  well ;  they  were  in 
general  well  ;  and  the  physical  condition  of 
the  well  men  was  good.  The  sick  were  sent 
away  under  special  orders,  going  as  sick. 

The  order  was  from  Sui-geon-General 
Hammond  ;  it  was  not  an  order  to  send  away 
any  who  could  not  bear  the  journey  ;  it  was 
left  to  my  discretion  who  to  send  away,  and 
I  sent  none  who  I  believed  would  die  on  the 
passage  ;  I  was  careful  about  that. 

I  think  the  treatment  of  the  sick  prisoners 
here  is  equal  to  the  treatment  of  our  own 
sick  men  anywhere. 

I  expend  as  much  as  $1,700  per  month, 
saved  from  the  surplus  rations,  on  delicacies 
for  the  sick. 

II.  Ft.  SILLTMAN, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June:;;!st,  1SG4. 

D.  P.  Browx,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Lieutenant  A.  G.  "Wolf,  recalled:  — 

I  am  acquainted  with  the  case  of  frost- 
bite spoken  of  by  Dr.  Sijjiman.  The  pris- 
oners rcpoi-ted  to  me  that  the  man  was  taken 
with  cramps  in  the  barracks ;  they  exposed 
liis  person  and  rubbed  him  to  ease  the  pain, 
and  found  that  they  could  do  no  good,  And 
then  brought  him  to  the  hospital  in  that  con- 
dition of  exposure.  I  attributed  the  frost-bite 
to  these  circumstances. 

A.  G.  WOLF, 
Lieutenant  and  Commanding  Prison. 

Attest, 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner, 

Surgeon  Colin  Arrott,  sworn  and  exam- 
ined:  -~- 
I  am  acting  assistant-surgeon  at  this  place ; 
have  been  here  over  two  years.  When  I 
first  came  here  the  water  used  for  drinking 
was  rain  water ;  and  afl<?r  I  came  here  the 
water  was  brought  from  the  Brandywine,  in 
casks  by  sloops.  I  cautioned  all  the  pris- 
oners that  came  here  against  drinking  the 
water  of  the  Island,  as  it  was  unhealthy. 
They  would  frequently  persist  in  doing  it, 
although  there  was  fresh  water  provided  for 


them.  They  did  this  to  save  themselves 
from  the  trouble  of  going  about  a  hundred 
yards  for  fresh  water.  They  would  dig  little 
wells  for  the  water,  a  few  inches  deep ;  I 
think  that  water  produced  sickness,  though  \ 
frequently  cautioned  them,  and  at  different 
times.     This  was  two  years  ago. 

For  a  year  the  water  has  been  brought 
here  in  large  quantities  by  boats.  There  are 
30,000  gallons  of  water  brought  here  now  a 
d^iy,  besides  Avhat  rain  water  is  caught. 
There  is  now,  and  always  has  been,  as  far  as 
I  know,  a  full  supply  of  water  on  the  Is- 
land. 

COLIN  APvROTT. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  2l9t,  1SG4. 

D.  P.  Browx,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  testimony,  ta- 
ken at  Fort  Delaware,  June  21st,  18G4,  was 
taken  and  reduced  to  wri!.ln<;  by  me,  in  the 
presence  of  the  respective  witnesses,  and  by 
them  sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  pres- 
ence, at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  set 
forth. 

D.  P.  BROWN,  JR., 

U.  S.  Commissioner. 


DAVID'S  ISLAND,  N.  Y. 

Testimony  taken  at  De  Camp  General  Hos- 
pital, U.  S.  A.,  David's  Island,  June  16th, 
1864. 

Commissioner  Present. — Mr.  Wilkins. 

Deposition  of  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  Act- 
ing Assistant  Sixrgeon  U.  S.  A. 

I  was  on  duty  in  this  hospital  when  the 
last  load  of  rebel  prisoners  arrived,  during 
the  latter  part  of  July,  18G3.  Some  were 
lodged  in  pavilions,  and  some  in  tents,  which 
were  in  excellent  order. 

The  prisoners  had  not  been  robbed  or  de- 
prived of  any  of  their  private  property,  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  majority  of  patients  under  my 
charge  possessed  monej',  brought  with  them 
from  the  South  to  the  hospital,  and  were 
never  deprived  of  it. 

They  came  in  a  filthy,  horrible  condition. 
Their  dirty  garments  were  removed  and 
burned,  and  new  hospital  clothing  i'urnishod 
them  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States 
Government,  after  they  had  been  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  washed. 

Their  physical  condition  was  bad  in  the 
extreme  when  they  arrived ;  they  were  run 
down,  and  were  the  worst  body  of  wounded 
men  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  see. 

I  had  ten  tents  under  my  charge,  which 
contained    ninety-four  rebel    patients    and 
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nurses.  The  tents  -were  twenty-eiglit  by  fif- 
teen feet.  The  paviHons  were  one  hundred 
and  ninety-six  feet  in  length,  twenty-three 
feet  in  breadth,  and  twelve  feet  in  height  to 
tlie  plate,  and  contained  not  more  than  eigh- 
ty patients. 

During  the  ensuing  cold  weather  the  pris- 
oners were  removed  to  the  pavilions,  and 
bad  all  necessary  fuel  and  warm  clothing.  I 
have  never  heard  of  any  of  the  prisoners  suf- 
fering from  cold  or  exposure,  so  as  to  require 
medical  treatment,  nor  of  any  having  been 
fro.^en  to  death. 

They  were  allowed,  for  exercise  and  rec- 
reation, the  whole  island  inside  of  the  line 
of  sentries,  having  the  same  liberty,  rations, 
diet  and  medical  treatment,  as  the  Federal 
sick  and  wounded  have  always  had. 

No  rebel  prisoners  were  ever  fired  upon, 
shot,  or  wounded,  when  on  the  Island,  from 
any  apprehension  of  their  escaping,  or  from 
any  other  cause. 

The  supply  of  drinking  water  was  of  a 
good  quality  and  abundant ;  and  ice  was 
supplied  with  liberal  profusion,  and  sufiicien- 
ty  of  water  for  washing,  with  plentiful  allow- 
ances of  soap,  as  well  as  combs,  for  their  own 
private  use. 

The  physical  condition  of  the  rebel  prison- 
ers, upon  leaving  the  Island,  was  very  good, 
except  a  fev/  cases  of  unhealed  vrounds. 

AUG.  VAN  CORTLANDT,  M.  D. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warren  Webster, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  iu  charge  of  Hospital. 

Deposition  of  George  W.  Edwards,  Act- 
ing Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

I  was  stationed  at  this  hospital  when  the 
rebel  prisoners  arrived,  about  tlfc  middle  of 
July,  18G3.  They  were  placed  iu  tents  and 
pavilions,  which  had  just  been  vacated  by 
Union  soldiers  to  make  room  for  them.  The 
dimension  of  the  tents  were  twenty-eight  feet 
by  fifteen  feet;  the  pavilions  were  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  feet  In  length,  twenty- 
three  feet  in  bi-eadth,  and  twelve  feet  in 
height  to  the  plate  ;  not  sealed  over,  and 
with  numerous  ventilators  on  the  ridges. 
The  tents  were  an-anged  to  contain  ten  pa- 
tients each,  the  pavilions  to  contain  eighty ; 
the  number  of  patients  never  exceeded  these 
numbers  in  elthei'. 

The  prisoners  had  not  been  robbed  by  our 
men,  as  most  of  them  had  money,  some  had 
gold,  greenbacks,  and  Confederate  paper. 

They  were  in  rags,  barefooted  and  bare- 
headed when  they  came,  were  frightfully 
filthy,  and  covered  with  vermin.  Wltliln 
three  or  four  houre  after  their  arrival,  they 
had  all  been  stripjK'd  of  their  rags,  washed, 
and  after  being  supplied  with  clean  linen, 
placed  in  clean  and  well-aired  beds. 


Full  suits  of  clothing,  consisting  of  coats, 
pants,  cb-awers,  shirts,  shoes  and  stockings, 
were  subsetjuently  Issued  to  them  by  the 
United  States  Quartermaster.  To  distin- 
guish them  from  our  own  soldiers,  the  buttons 
and  six  Inches  of  the  skirt  of  the  coat  were 
cut  off. 

Those  who  remained  during  the  cold 
weather  were  abundantly  supplied  with  fuel 
and  warm  clothing,  and  none  required  med- 
ical or  surgical  treatment  in  consequence 
of  exposure  to  the  cold ;  none  Avere  frozen  to 
death. 

They  were  allowed  to  go  fishing  or  clam- 
ming, as  they  pleased,  Avhen  they  first  came, 
till  several  escaped,  when  a  line  of  sentinels 
was  placed  around  the  island  upon  the 
beach,  inside  of  which  they  enjoyed  all  the 
privileges  allowed  to  the  Federal  patients  in 
the  hospital. 

None  of  the  rebels  were  ever  shot  at, 
wounded  or  killed  in  any  way  while  upon 
the  island. 

They  receive  medical  and  surgical  treat- 
ment In  all  respects  equal  to  that  of  Union 
soldiers.  Nine-tenths  of  them  were  suffering 
from  wounds.  The  mortality  was  not  large, 
most  of  the  deaths  occurring  from  the  severity 
of  the  wounds.  They  received  the  same  ra- 
tions and  diet  as  our  own  patients. 

The  paper  hereto  attached,  marked  (A,)* 
formed  the  Diet  Table  during  the  time  which 
the  rebel  prisoners  were  on  the  island.  They 
bad  an  abundance  of  good  drinking  water, 
with  Ice,  an  unlimited  supply  for  bathing, 
plenty  of  soap,  towels,  combs,  &c.,  &e.,  for 
their  own  comfort  and  cleanliness. 

When  the  prisoners  were  removed,  they 
were  in  excellent  bodily  condition,  though 
many  had  not  entirely  recovered  from  their 
wounds;  the  majority  of  the  prisoners  left 
the  island  during  the  month  of  October, 
1863.  At  one  time  there  were  about  two 
thousand  five  hundred  rebel  prisoners  upon 
the  island. 

I  have  been  upon  the  medical  staff  of  this 
hospital  since  its  opening,  In  May,  1802,  and 
It  has  been  occupied  by  Union  patients,  both 
pd'Ior  and  subsequent  to  Its  occupation  by 
rebel  prisoners.  G.  W.  EDWARDS. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warxjen  Webster, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  Hospital. 

De  Camp  General  Hospital, 
David's  Island,  New  York, 

June  Hill,  1864. 
We,   the    undersigned.    Acting   Assistant 
Surgeons  U.  S.  A.,  employed  In  Dc  Camp 
General  Hospital,  depose  and  say,  that  wc 

*  The  paper  (A)  here  reforrecl  to,  is  the  "Diet 
TAiii.E  fokGeijkeal  Hospitals,  Uhitku  Statls 
Akmy." 
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bave  heard  read  the  depositions  of  Ausustns 
Van  Cortlandt  and  George  W.  Edwards, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeons  U.  S.  A.,  of  this 
date,  and  from  our  personal  knowledge  and 
actual  experience  confirm  all  that  the  said 
affidavits  set  forth  as  to  the  treatment  of  re- 
bels, sick  and  wounded,  during  their  confine- 
ment in  this  hospital. 

We  further  depose  that  we  have  been 
members  of  the  Medical  Staff  in  this  hospital, 
during  and  subsequent  to  its  occupation  by 
the  rebel  prisoners. 

The  Medical  Staff  numbered  twenty-three 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeons,  while  the  pris- 
oners were  on  the  island. 

We  would  further  depose  that  there  were 
ample  provisions  of  nurses ;  one  nurse  to 
every  ten  patients  in  the  hospitals ;  and  that 
the  following  provisions  were  made  for  the 
calls  of  nature  :  each  pavilion  was  furnished 
with  from  two  to  four  water-closets,  and 
chairs  and  bed-pans  were  flirnished  for  pa- 
tients unable  to  reach  the  watei'-closet.  The 
tents  were  furnished  with  bed-pans  and 
chairs.  Ample  stractures  were  made  upon 
the  beach  for  those  able  to  walk. 

John  Howe,  M.  D.,  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.,  further  deposes  and  says, 
that  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  August 
1863,  while  attending  his  duties  in  Pavilion 
14,  there  was  then  and  there   present,  the 

Rev. Brooks,  Alabama  Chaplain  in  the 

Confederate  ser^-ice,  and  prisoner  of  war, 
who  addressed  the  rebel  prisoners  and  said 
to  them,  "  Well,  boys,  keep  up  your  •  spirits, 
for  you  are  getting  a  great  deal  better  treat- 
ment here  than  you  would  gret  at  home." 
JOHN  HOWE,  M.  D., 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

WILLIAM  BADGER, 
GEORGE  BADGER, 
A.  N.  BROCKWAY, 
WM.  C.  PRYER. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warren  Webster, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  Hospital. 

Deposition  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Lowry, 
Chaplin,  U.  S.  A.,  Jlinister  of  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  Diocese  of  New  York, 
under  Bishop  Potter. 
Entered  ujx)n  my  duties  here  July  4,  1862, 
nnd  have  continued  here  imtil  this  time. 

In  my  intercourse  with  the  prisoners,  I 
was  guided  systematically  by  the  same  rules 
with  which  I  visited  Union  soldiers.  The 
prisoners  were  equally  well  lodged  with  our 
own  men.  I  remarked  at  the  time  of  their 
arrival  how  neat  and  comfortable  a  provision 
had  been  made  in  the  tents  and  pavilions  for 
their  comfort,  with  an  ample  supply  of  beds 
and  bedding. 

I  met  the  first  transport  at  Philadelphia, 
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and  returned  on  the  same  with  them  to  Dat 
vid's  Island.  The  prisoners  were  in  a  mos- 
filthy  condition,  nuserably  clad,  and  covered 
with  vermin.  Each  man  received  a  bath 
and  was  immediately  furnished  with  clean 
clothing,  the  old  clothing  being  removed  and 
burned.  In  the  prosecution  of  my  duties  I 
was  frequently  present  at  their  dinners,  which 
were  ample,  superior,  both  as  respects  quan- 
tity and  quality,  to  anything  I  have  ever  seen 
in  hospital  diet.  The  diet  furnished  to  them 
was  superior  even  to  that  of  our  own  patients. 
This  resulted  from  the  fact  that  many  little 
luxuries  were  furnished  by  private  donation. 
There  were  other  comforts  and  convenieiices 
afforded  them  beyond  those  of  food,  clothing, 
and  shelter. 

A  library  of  two  thousand  volumes,  that 
had  been  previously  used  by  our  own  sol- 
diers, was  at  once  thrown  open  to  them,  and 
every  facility  afforded  for  the  use  of  the  vol- 
umes. Being  present  as  librarian,  and  tak- 
ing each  man's  name  as  he  received  his  book, 
the  library  was  used  by  them  far  more  than 
by  our  own  people.  As  had  been  my  prac- 
tice, I  went  through  the  tents  and  pavilions 
with  bibles  and  prayer  books,  making  the 
special  inquiry  to  every  man,  "  Are  you  sup- 
plied?" And  furnishing  books  in  all  cases 
where  they  were  required. 

Religious  services  were  held  in  the  chapel 
twice  every  Sunday,  and  two  or  three  times 
during  the  week,  at  which  they  were  invited 
to  be  present,  and  attended  in  such  numbei-s 
that  the  chapel  was  always  crowded,  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  chapel  being  three  hundred, 
and  some  occasions  numbers  stood  at  the  win- 
dows during  the  entire  service. 

I  was  supervisor  of  the  post  oflSce,  and  offi- 
cially appointed  to  examine  the  contents  of 
letters,  which  were  mailed  and  forwarded  on 
my  approval.  Paper  and  envelopes  were 
furnished  gratuitously,  and  post  stamps,  when 
needed,  were  supplied  to  the  extent  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  my  knowledge, 
gratuitously.  From  three  to  five  hundred 
letters  were  forwarded  daily  after  the  first 
arrival  of  prisoners. 

The  common  expression  in  their  letters  as 
to  their  condition  was  that  "  we  have  every- 
thing we  need,  and  could  not  be  better  off." 
Funeral  service  was  always  performed 
over  the  dead,  using  the  service  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  over  the  remains  of 
the  dead.  A  record  was  uniformly  made  of 
the  names,  company,  and  regiment,  of  the 
deceased,  and  date  of  death.  This  record 
was  made  independently  of  a  formal  Hospi- 
tal register.  ROBERT  LOWRY, 

Chaplain  U.  S.  A. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warren  Webster, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  8.  A.,  in  charge. 
1264. 
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JOHNSON'S  ISLAND,  NEAR  SAN- 
DUSKY, OHIO. 

Testimomj  taken  at   Wasliington,  D.  C,  June 
3,  1864. 

Commissioners  Present. — Mr.Wilkins, 
Dr.  Wallace,  Dr.  Walden. 

Surgeon  Chas.  P.  "Wilson,  examined:  — 

I  was  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United 
States  Army.  I  was  stationed  at  Johnson's 
Island,  three  miles  from  Sandusky,  from  the 
last  week  of  October,  18G3,  to  the  last  week 
of  January,  1864.  My  duty  was  to  attend 
to  our  men  guarding  the  rebel  prisoners,  and 
also  to  attend  at  the  Small-pox  Hospital  for 
rebel  prisoners,  and  at  the  Post  Hospital  for 
our  garrison  ;  my  position  enabled  me  to  see 
the  general  condition  and  the  general  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoners. 

There  could  not  be  a  more  healthy  or 
pleasant  place  than  this  island.  Kelly's 
Island,  a  popular  place  of  resort  for  pleasure 
and  health,  is  about  six  miles  from  this  iyland, 
and  no  better  for  these  objects. 

The  buildings  were  good ;  in  good  order  ; 
they  were  new  ;  say  two  years  old  ;  conven- 
ient and  comfortable  ;  they  might  have  been 
better  ventilated  ;  the  buildings  were  frame, 
and  lined  inside  ;  they  had  rows  of  bunks, 
as  in  barracks,  in  three  tiers — just  the  same 
as  our  men  have  in  most  of  our  barracks. 

The  rebel  prisoners  all  had  blankets,  either 
their  own  or  furnished  by  the  United  States 
Government,  and  were  generally  furnished 
with  clothing  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment— pants,  shoes,  hats,  blouses,  and  under- 
clothing and  stockings, — until  a  short  time 
before  I  left,  then  these  were  furnished  to 
those  only  who  actually  needed  them. 

I  have  several  times  seen  of  an  afternoon 
boxes  carted  in,  and  these  articles  distributed 
from  the  boxes  among  the  prisoners,  accord- 
iinw  to  their  wants. 

I  was  there  in  extremely  cold  weather, 
when  the  supplies  were  teamed  on  the  ice 
from  the  main  land  to  Johnson's  Island,  a 
distance  of  three  miles ;  the  prisoners  were 
provided  against  this  severe  weather  by  wood 
hauled  every  day  for  their  use  in  stoves. 

I  consider  that  the  wood  was  sufficient  for 
comfortable  supply,  except  for,  say  two  or 
possibly  three  days,  when  the  teams  were 
engaged  in  bringing  lumber  and  provisions 
for  additional  troops ;  during  these  two  or 
three  days  the  supply  of  wood  was  scant,  and 
was  the  subject  of  complaint. 

No  prisoners  were  fi-ost-lntten  or  came  un- 
der medical  treatment  from  cold  and  expos- 
ure, except  some  who  attempted  to  escape. 
They  all  fared  as  well  in  this  respect  as  our 
men  do  in  barracks  generally. 

The  sick   men  all   had  ticks  filled   with 


straw  as  beds ;  the  hospital  building  for  the 
rebels  was  lined  and  plastered. 

There  was  abundant  supply  of  good  water 
from  the  lake  by  pipes  and  pumps ;  when  the 
pipes  froze  they  could  go  to  the  lake,  under 
guard,  and  supply  themselves,  bringing  it  up 
in  suitable  vessels ;  they  always  had  plenty 
of  water  to  wash  themselves  and  their 
clothes. 

The  rations  of  the  prisoners  were  the  same 
as  those  furnished  to  our  own  soldiers  accord- 
ing to  regulations. 

The  prisoners  did  not  consume  all  their  ra- 
tions, for  I  know  that  there  was  a  large  pris- 
on fund  formed  from  the  savings. 

During  the  hours  of  the  day  the  prisoners 
were  allowed  to  be  in  the  open  air  as  much 
as  they  pleased  ;  there  was  abundant  room 
for  them  all  to  take  as  much  exercise  as  they 
required  for  health ;  they  played  games  in 
the  open  air. 

The  surgeon  in  charge  treated  the  sick 
rebels  as  he  treated  our  sick;  there  was  no 
difference  at  all,  except  when  special  articles 
of  diet  were  sent  to  our  men  by  their  friends. 

Some  four  hundred  and  sixty  rebel  pri- 
vates were  sent  to  some  other  prison  in  No- 
vember ;  most  of  them  had  been  on  John- 
son's Island  for  some  months ;  when  they 
lett,  taking  them  as  a  whole,  their  physical 
condition  was  excellent. 

You  could  not  have  found  the  same  num^ 
ber  of  prisoners  anywhere  in  better  condi- 
tion. 

C.  P.  WILSON, 

Surgeon  138th  Kegiment  O.  N.  G- 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before 
me,  at  Washington,  D. 
C,  this  3d  day  of  June, 
18G1. 

M.  H.  N.  Kendig, 

Notary  Public. 

Depositions  taken  at  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

Major  T.  Woodbridge,  M.  D.,  Surgeon 
in  charge,  sivorn  and  examined:-  - 

Q.  What  has  been  and  is  now  your  posi- 
tion in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ? 

A.  I  am  Surgeon  of  the  128th  Regiment 
O.  V.  I.,  and  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  De- 
pot for  Prisoners  of  War  on  Johnson's  Is- 
land, near  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  this  position  ? 

A.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  prison. 
I  came  to  the  island  in  February,  1862.  The 
fii'st  prisoners  came  in  Ajn-il,  1862.  I  have 
had  medical  supervision  of  the  prison  from 
then  until  now. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  Johnson's 
Island  as  to  health  and  salubrity  ? 

A.  I  believe  Johnson's  Island  to  be  as 
favorable  to  health  as  the  climate  of  New- 
port or  Saratoga  in  summer,  and  as  that  of 
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Cincinnati  or  Dayton  in  winter.  The  lati- 
tude is  about  4U°  North,  longitude  82°  42' 
West.  Height  of  lake  above  tide-water  five 
hundred  and  sixty-five  feet.  The  island 
rests  upon  a  bed  of  Devonian  limestone, 
which  rises  gradually  from  the  shore  to  the 
centre,  terminating  in  a  ridge  of  limestone 
rock,  thus  afibrding  complete  natural  drain- 
age. The  water  used  is  principally  that  of 
the  bay,  which  comes  in  fresh  constantly 
from  Lake  Erie. 

Q.  What  diseases,  if  any,  are  peculiar  to 
Johnston's  Island  or  the  neighboring  islands 
in  Lake  Erie  ? 

A.  I  know  of  no  diseases  peculiar  to  those 
islands  or  prevalent  in  them.  Johnson's 
Island  is  a  small  one,  containing  only  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  previous  to 
the  establishment  of  the  prison,  if  I  am  cor- 
rectly informed,  was  not  inhabited  by  more 
than  one  family  at  a  time ;  but  the  Peninsu- 
la, with  Kelley's  Island  and  the  Put-in-Bay 
Islands,  have  been  inhabited  for  between 
thirty  and  forty  years.  I  have  conversed 
frequently  with  some  of  the  oldest  citizens 
of  the  peninsula  and  the  islands,  but  have 
never  heard  them  speak  of  any  liability  to 
diseases,  but  such  as  is  common  to  other  parts 
of  Ohio. 

Q.  Is  there  any  truth  in  the  assertion 
made  by  rebel  authorities  that  residence  on 
the  island  for  a  few  months  produces  in  a 
great  number  of  prisoners  dangerous  and 
fatal  pulmonary  disorders  ? 

A.  Not  the  slightest. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  rate  of  mortality 
among  the  prisoners  ? 

A.  In  1862  —  from  April  to  December  in- 
clusive—  the  number  of  deaths  was  thirty- 
seven.  During  the  year  1863  measles  and 
smallpox  were  brought  into  the  prison  by 
prisoners  sent  from  Alton  and  other  prisons, 
and  many  wounded  at  the  battles  of  Gettys- 
burg, augmenting  our  mortality  list  above 
what  it  would  otherwise  have  reached.  The 
number  of  deaths  for  1863  was  ninety-seven. 
This  makes,  from  the  time  of  the  first  arrival 
of  prisoners  in  April,  1862,  to  January  1st, 
1864,  (twenty-one  months,)  a  mortality  list 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four,  out  of  an 
aggregate  of  six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ten,  received  into  the  prison  in  that  time. 
As  there  were  exchanges  and  removals  of 
prisoners,  the  number  in  prison  never  ex- 
ceeded twenty-seven  hundred  at  any  one 
time.*  Many  of  the  prisoners  came  here 
with  health  impaired,  by  bad  diet,  exposure, 
and  often  by  wounds  received  in  battle. 
The  bill  of  mortality  owes  little  to  the  cli- 
mate of  the  post,  when  we  consider  that  men 


*  The  average  number  of  prisoners  for  the  entire 
of  the  year  1863  was  eleven  hundred  and  fifteen. 
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in  prison,  away  from  home  and  friends,  are 
weighed  down  by  anxieties  and  despondency, 
thus  making  the  treatment  of  disease  more 
difficult. 

Q.  Please  state  the  number  of  prisoners 
now  at  the  post  ? 

A.  About  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  six.* 

Q.  Please  state  the  number  of  deaths  dur- 
ing the  past  two  months. 

A.  In  the  month  of  May  there  were  five 
deaths  ;  in  the  month  of  June  only  one. 

Q.  What  accommodations  are  provided  for 
the  care  of  the  sick  ? 

A .  The  hospital  building  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  by  thirty  feet,  with  a  trans- 
verse hall  six  and  a  half  feet  wide  in  the 
centre.  There  are  four  wards,  each  forty- 
eight  by  thirty  feet.  There  are  eighty  beds 
in  all,  giving  to  each  patient,  when  the 
wards  are  full,  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
cubic  feet  of  atmospheric  air.  The  dispen- 
sary is  furnished  with  all  the  medicines  and 
stimulants  furnished  to  hospitals  for  our  own 
soldiers,  and  more  than  double  the  quantity 
is  used  by  prisoners  than  by  the  same  num- 
ber of  our  troops.  I  have  always  had  the 
assistance  of  competent  Confederate  sur- 
geons, who  cheerfully  aid  by  giving  their 
time  to  this  duty.  When  there  are  no  com- 
missioned surgeons  in  prison,  there  are  sur- 
geons holding  commissions  in  the  line  who 
do  this  duty.  The  cooking  for  the  hospital 
is  done  by  the  most  experienced  and  skilful 
cooks  we  can  find  in  the  prison. 

In  addition  to  rations,  the  sick  are  fur- 
nished with  flour,  potatoes,  corn-meal,  milk, 
butter,  eggs,  chickens,  tea,  &c..  &c.  The 
bedding  is  amply  sufficient  to  make  each  pa- 
tient comfortable.  A  pest-house  is  built 
outside  the  prison,  to  which  all  cases  of 
smallpox,  measles,  or  other  contagions,  are 
removed  on  first  development. 

J.  WOODBRIDGE, 

Surgeon  12Sth  O.  V.  I. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence 
and  sworn  to  before 
me  at  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
this  5th  day  of  July, 
18C4. 

[seal.]  Henry  C.  Bush, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  Erie  County,  Ohio. 

Surgeon  E vertman  examined :  — 

Q.  What  position  do  you  now  hold  at  De- 
pot Prisoners  of  War  ? 

A.  I  act  as  chief  medical  officer  of  United 
States  forces  and  military  prison. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? 

A.  Since  the  17th  of  May,  1864. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  general 

*  In  May,  1S64,  there  were  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  and  in  June,  lt>04,  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  nine. 
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healthfulness  and  salubrity  of  Johnson's  Is- 
land ? 

A.  The  general  condition  of  the  troops 
and  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post  has  been 
unusually  good  and  healthy.  The  hospital  in 
the  prison,  during  the  past  two  months, 
scarcely  ever  had  more  than  thirty  inmates 
among  an  aggregate  number  of  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  prisoners  of  war.  The 
prevailing  diseases,  during  this  time,  were 
diarrhoea,  acute  and  chi-onic  ;  a  few  cases  of 
dysentery,  and  a  small  number  of  intermit- 
tent fever.  I  consider  the  island  as  healthy 
as  any  locality  I  have  ever  visited. 
.  Q.  Have  you  known  any  undue  tendency 
,to  pulmonaiy  disorders  on  this  or  the  adjoin- 
ing islands,  or  any  part  of  the  surrounding 
country  ? 

A.  I  have  not,  at  least  not  during  the 
time  that  I  have  been  stationed  here.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  spring  there  were  some 
few  cases  of  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  but 
not  any  more  so  than  would  be  expected 
even  in  a  climate  further  south  than  this. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  pulmonary  com- 
plaints furnished  in  your  hospital  reports  ? 

A.  For  the  past  six  months  the  ratio  has 
been  as  follows : 

Sick  Treated.    Pulmonary  Diseases. 
January,  ...         64  10 

February,   .  .         66  5 

March,  ....         46  7 

April,    ....         91  1 

May, 62  2 

June,     ....        80  5 


Total,  . 


409 


30 


Q.  What  is  the  appearance  of  the  prison- 
ers generally  at  this  time  ? 

A .  Their  appearance  is  very  good.  The 
prisoners  confined  at  this  depot  are  all  rebel 
officers,  but  have  very  little  pride  to  keep 
themselves  or  their  quarters  clean. 

Q.  Do  the  prisoners  seem  to  gain  or  de- 
cline in  health  after  their  arrival  here  ? 

^.  As  a  general  thing  their  health  im- 
pro\'es.  IMost  of  the  prisoners  are  robust 
and  in  good  physical  condition. 

HENRY  EVERTMAN, 
Surgeon  U.  S.  Vols.,  Chief  Medical  Officer. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn 
to  before  me  at  .Sandusky,  Ohio, 
this  5th  day  of  July,  18(54. 

[seal.]  Henky  C.  Bush, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  Erie  County,  Ohio. 

Deposition  taken  at  Kelley's  Island. 
George  C.  Huntington  examined: 

Q.  How  long  have  jou  resided  on  Kel- 
ley's Island  ? 

A.  Since  the  fall  of  1838,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year,  from  the  fall  of  1844 


to  the  fall  of  1845.  Have  been  acquainted 
on  the  Island  since  1835. 

Q.  What  means  have  you  of  furnishing  a 

statement  of  the  character   of  the  climate 

and  sanitary  condition  of  Kelley's  Island, 

and  the  neighboring  islands,  and  the  sur- 

I  rounding  country  ? 

i  A.  I  have  been  in  the  habit,  during  the 
entire  period  of  my  residence  on  the  island, 
of  noting  extremes  of  temperature,  and 
such  casual  phenomena  as  would,  in  my 
opinion,  have  any  bearing  on  the  general 
health  of  the  place ;  and  for  more  than  five 
years  past  have  made  three  records  daily  of 
everything  connected  with  the  changes  of 
the  weather,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by, 
and  under  the  direction  of,  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution. 

Q.     Please  state  the  latitude,  longitude, 
and  height  above  tide-water,  of  Kelley's  Is- 
land ;  its  population,  and  the  general  char- , 
acter  of  the  island  for  salubrity. 

A.  My  place  of  observation  is  in  latitude 
41°  35'  44''  N.,  longitude  82'"  42'  32"  W. 
The  level  of  Lake  Erie  is  565  feet  above 
tide-water,  and  the  island  may  in  some  places 
rise  fifty  or  sixty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
lake ;  but  I  think  the  mean  height  of  the  is- 
land would  not  vary  much  from  twenty-five 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake.  The  popu- 
tion,  in  April  last,  was  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
one.  As  to  the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  the 
matter  will  be  best  determined  by  the  statis- 
tics given  in  ansvfcr  to  the  next  question. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  percentage  of 
mortality,  annually,  on  your  island  ? 

A.  In  answer  to  this  question  I  give  an 
abstract  from  the  records  of  the  "  Cemetery 
Association."  This  association  was  organ- 
ized in  May,  1853,  since  which  time  the 
whole  number  of  interments  has  been  43 
From  this   deduct,  lo&t    from  vessels 

and  washed  ashore, 4 

Died  in  Nashville,  from  w'ds  in  battle,    1 — 5 

Whole  number  of  interments  in  11  years,  38 
To  this  add,  died  hcte  and  taken  else- 
where  for   interment, 5 

T^Tiole  number  of  deaths  in  11  years,       43 

From  diseases  reported  as  follows ;  — 
Killed  by  premature  blast  1,  drowned  2,    3 
Old  age  3,  intemperance  1,  dropsy  1,     .     5 
Still-born  and  infants  but  a  few  days  old,  S 
Dysentery  and  summer  complaint,     .     .     9 

Inflammation  of  bowels, 3 

Diseases  affecting  respiratory  organs,  .  5 
Throat  afiection,  age  76,  age  50,  ...  2 
Fevers  (one  contracted  in  army  hospital),  3 
Childbirth  1,  congestion  of  brain  1,  .  .  2 
Fits  1,  not  specified  2, 3 
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The  average  population  of  the  island  for 
this  period  of  eleven  years  has  been,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  returns  of  the  township  asses- 
sor, 428,  which  would  give  an  annual  mor- 
tality of  3.9  ;  but  if  we  deduct  casualties  3, 
still-born  and  infants,  which,  although  born 
alive,  had  not  vitality  enough  fairly  to  com- 
mence the  journey  of  life,  8  ;  and  one  from 
disease  contracted  in  hospital  in  Nashville,  1, 
it  will  reduce  the  number  of  deaths  proper- 
ly chargeable  to  disease  and  old  age  to  thir- 
ty-one, or  an  annual  mortality  of  2.82  in  a 
population  of  428.  This  would  be  an  annual 
mortality  from  all  causes  of  one  per  cent., 
and  from  disease,  including  old  age,  an  annu- 
al mortality  of  less  than  seventy-three-hun- 
dredths  of  one  per  cent.  (0.724.)  By 
comparing  these  results  with  the  tables  of 
mortality  in  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, the  salubrity  of  our  climate  and  the 
immunity  from  the  ordinary  diseases  of  the 
country  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
island  as  compared  with  other  localities,  may 
be  easily  deduced. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  of  Kelley's  from 
Johnson's  Island,  and  is  there  any  difference 
in  the  physical  or  sanitary  peculiarities  of 
the  two  islands  ? 

A.  Johnson's  Island  is  about  seven  miles 
, nearly  due  south  from  Kelley's  Island,  and  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  natural  causes  which 
should  make  any  difference  in  the  salubrity 
of  climate  or  sanitary  condition  of  the  two 
localities,  unless  the  difference  in  the  water 
between  Sandusky  Bay  and  the  open  lake 
(the  latter  being  considered  rather  more  free 
from  impurities)  might  be  considered  a  dif- 
ference, so  far  as  it  is  used  for  culinary  pur- 
poses or  as  a  beverage. 

Q.  Is  there  any  undue  tendency  to  pul- 


monary disorders  among  the  inhabitar  ts  of 
these  islands  ? 

A.  By  reference  to  the  answer  to  a  pre- 
ceding question,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
whole  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  affect- 
ing the  respiratory  organs  in  a  period  of 
eleven  years,  and  in  a  population  averaging 
four  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  was  but  five, 
and  of  this  number  one  was  a  transient  per- 
son ;  leaving  but  four  cases  in  eleven  years 
kmong  those  who  could  be  properly  called 
residents. 

Q.  Has  Johnson's  Island  ever  had  a  bad 
repute  for  unhealthiness  ? 

A.  I  have  never  heard  Johnson's  Island 
called  unhealthy. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  any  very  fatal 
diseases  among  the  inhabitants  of  Lake  Erie? 

A.  The  Asiatic  cholera  has  passed  through 
the  lake  region  as  an  epidemic  four  times,  I 
think,  since  it  first  made  its  appearance  on 
this  continent  in  1832.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  other  very  fatal  diseases  having  prevailed 
in  the  lake  region  since  my  first  acquaint- 
ance with  it  in  1830. 

State  of  Omo,  ) .  . 

Erie  County,    (  *  *• 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  Notary  Pub- 
lic in  and  for  the  County  of  Erie  and  State 
of  Ohio,  personally  came  G.  C.  Huntington, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  says  that  the  statements 
above  made  are  compiled  from  official  and 
other  reliable  data,  and  that  they  are  true 
according  to  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

GEO.  C.  HUNTINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me, 
July  4th,  A.  D,  1804. 

[seal.]  a.  S    Kelley, 

Notary  Public. 
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Testimony  taken  at  Lincoln  Hospital,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  taken  June  4,  1864. 

Commissioners  Present.  —  Dr.  Wal- 
lace, Mr.  Walden. 

William  H.  Ferguson  ;  1 1th  Mississippi 
infantry ;  twenty-six  years  old ;  private  in 
Confederate  service  three  years ;  health 
good  while  in  service  and  up  to  the  time  of 
nay  capture. 

Had  walled  tents  somerimes.  and  -itoins 
<Jometimes  when  in  winter  quarters. 

Always  iiad  this  kind  of  covering  except 
while  in  active  service ;  then  we  had  no  tents 
or  cabins,  say  from  first  of  May  till  we  go 
into  winter  quarters. 

We  commonly  carry  one  blanket. 


Could  have  more  if  we  wanted  it. 

Could  take  captured  tents  and  carry  and 
use  them  if  we  chose. 

We  were  comfortable  as  far  as  body  clo- 
thing and  blankets  are  concerned ;  when 
one  coat  or  pants  wears  out  we  can  get  more 
from  our  own  quartermasters. 

A  day's  ration  is  one  and  one-eighth  pounds 
wheat  flour  or  one  and  one-fourth  pounds 
corr  meal ;  one  and  one-fourth  pounds  beef, 
(iesh  (could  generally  get  fresh  beef,  driving 
Lattle  along  with  us),  or  half-pound  bacon 
in  piace  of  beef;  we  also  drew  during  the 
first  year  of  war,  coffee,  sugar,  and  rice ; 
second  and  third  years  had  no  coffee ;  some- 
times we  could  get  sugar  and  rice ;  since 
Christmas  last  we  got  coffee  again. 
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We  always  had  plenty  to  eat  and  some- 
times more,  while  not  on  campaign ;  but  on 
campaign,  then  we  always  had  enough,  but 
none  to  spare. 

Since  our  capture  we  get  enough  grub  to 
keep  us  from  hunger;  we  don't  suffer;  we 
have  a  full  allowance  ;  we  are  as  well  treated 
as  your  own  men. 

I  was  wounded  in  my  right  leg  just  above 
the  ankle ;  healing  kindly  now. 

Kindly  treated  by  the  officers  and  Subordi- 
nates since  our  capture. 

I  have  not  been,  and  never  have  seen  any 
of  our  boys,  robbed  or  otherwise  ill-treated 
by  the  Union  men ;  I  have  seen  and  heard 
some  occasional  rough  talk  and  swearing  at 
us,  but  nothing  more  than  that ;  this  was 
from  a  few  oi  the  privates ;  not  a  general 
rule. 

We  have  had  civil  talk  and  argument  as 
a  common  thing  with  the  Union  soldiers  on 
the  subject  of  the  war. 

I  was  captured  5th  of  May,  1864. 

Our  food  in  the  Confederate  army  was  of 
good  quality. 

Our  corn  meal  that  we  had  was  very 
good;  we  had  generally  white,  sometimes 
yellow  meal ;  it  was  bolted  or  sifted,  and  of 
fine  grain. 

We  never  had  grains  of  corn  or  bits  of  cob 
in  our  meal. 

WILLIAJkl  H.  FERGUSON, 

Company  D,  11th  Jlississippi  Volunteers. 

I  have  been  in  the  Confederate  service 
two  years  and  six  months ;  was  captured  on 
fifth  of  May,  18C4.  Was  wounded  through 
the  right  shoulder  and  chest.  I  am  improv- 
ing in  strength ;  and  I  suppose  I  am  gaining 
flesh  now,  though  I  am  not  as  strong  or 
tleshy  as  when  I  was  captured. 

I  have  been  present  at  the  statements 
made  by  William  H.  Ferguson,  1 1th  Missis- 
sippi Volunteers ;  I  have  heard  them  all ;  I 
substantiate  their  accuracy  from  my  experi- 
ence and  observation  as  to  our  condition  In 
the  service,  though  I  was  attached  to  a  differ- 
ent corps  of  the  ai-my. 

W.  O.  QUARLES, 

Company  H,  3d  Alabama  Reg-iment,  Inftmtry. 

Laekin  a.  Griffin,  native  of  South 
Carolina;  home  in  Florida;  belong  to  1st 
South  Carolina  rifles. 

The  statement  made  by  William  H.  Fergu- 
son has  been  read  and  shown  to  me.  It 
agrees  with  my  observation  and  experience 
except  as  noted  below.  I  have  been  in 
Confederate  service  nearly  three  years ;  my 
health  was  always  excellent  while  in  the  ser- 
vice ;  I  was  well  and  strong  when  wounded 
and  captured;  captured  on  12th  May,  1864. 

During  the  winter  of  1862  and  1863,  we 
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had  full  rations  of  bread,  but  only  half  ra- 
tions of  bacon  for  about  three  months. 

Our  corn  meal  was  very  finely  ground,  but 
the  hull  was  not  sifted  out. 

In  a  few  isolated  cases  our  captured  men 
were  directed  to  leave  their  knapsacks  and 
haversacks  behind  them ;  it  was  not  a  gene- 
ral thing  at  all. 

I  never  saw  nor  heard  our  men  sworn  at 
or  cursed  by  the  Union  soldiers. 

L.  A.  GRIFFIN. 

I  have  seen  and  had  read  to  me  the  state- 
ments made  by  William  H.  Ferguson.  They 
are  correct  as  proved  by  my  own  experience 
and  observation  generally.  I  hare  been  In 
the  Confederate  service  three  years ;  my 
health  and  strength  while  in  the  service 
was  good  during  the  third  year  ;  better 
than  before. 

We  had  coffee  always,  except  during 
1863,  up  to  about  Christmas. 

A  Union  lieutenant  once  damned  me  and 
told  me  I  was  not  worthy  of  a  place.  I  re- 
plied, "  I  hoped  the  Lord  would  forgive  him 
and  make  him  a  better  man." 

PLEASANT  H.  REESE, 

Company  I,  13th  Georgia  Kegiment. 

I  have  seen  and  had  read  to  me  the  state- 
ments made  by  William  H.  Ferguson. 

They  are  correct  as  proved  by  my  own 
experience  and  observation  generally.  I 
have  been  in  the  Confederate  service  two 
years ;  my  health  was  not  very  good  tiU  this 
last  winter ;  then  it  was  tolerably  good  ;  could 
do  all  my  duties.  Through  last  summer  we 
did  not  draw  coffee. 

JOSEPH  F.  DAVIDSON, 

Company  A,  49th  Georgia  Regiment. 

Virgil  Carroll,  aged  twenty-one  ;  ar- 
tillery, Virginia. 

Clothing  always  good  and  warm. 

Plenty  of  blankets  and  good  shelter  ;  shel- 
ter tents. 

Plenty  to  eat.  Rations  —  coffee,  sugar, 
bacon,  meal,  occasionally  fresh  meat,  pota- 
toes (Irish),  rice,  peas,  wheat  bread. 

Always  enough ;  much  as  we  could  con- 
sume ;  this  especially  during  the  last  three 
months. 

Clothing  very  plentiful. 

Fourth  year  in  the  army ;  never  suffered 
for  food  or  clothing. 

VIRGIL  CARROLL. 

I  corroborate  the  above  statement  of  Vir- 
gil Carroll.  S.  P.  TWEDY, 

Company  C,  11th  Regiment,  Virginia. 

Joshua  Barker,  South  Carolina,  4th 
Rifles.  I  corroborate  the  above  statement  of 
Vlrml  CarroU.         JOSHUA  BARKER. 
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C.  A.  Bowman,  North  Carolina  3 2d.  I 
corroborate  the  above  statement  of  Virgil 
Carroll.  C.  A.  BOWMAN. 

District  of  Columbia,  ) 
County  of  Washington,  J     ' 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  within 
named  William  H.  Ferguson,  W.  O.  Quarles, 
L.  A.  Griffin,  Pleasant  H.  Reese,  Joseph  F. 
Davidson,  Virgil  Carroll,  S.  P.  Twedy, 
Joshua  Barker,  C.  A.  Bowman,  who,  being 
severally  sworn,  say  that  the  statements  set 
forth  by  them  are  correct  and  true  to  the  best 
of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  this  fourth  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1864. 

M.  H.  N.  Kendig, 

Notary  Public. 

Testimony  taken  at  De  Camp   General  Hos- 
pital,  U.  S.  A.,  New  York,  June  17,  1864. 

Commissioner  Present  :  —  ISIr.  Wilkins. 

Deposition  of  A.  B.  Barron,  of  Habersham 
county,  Georgia,  Co.  K,  24th  Georgia. 

I  have  served  in  the  Confederate  service 
two  years  and  three  days.  I  arrived  at  this 
hospital  two  days  since,  and  depose  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  I  have  served  in  Virginia,  and  was 
wounded  at  Cool  Arbor. 

I  the  Confederate  service  we  had  no  tents 
in  the  field,  except  shelter  tents ;  had  one 
blanket  and  one  oil-cloth,  and  lay  on  the 
ground. 

When  wounded,  had  on  a  good  suit  and  a 
change  of  clothes,  but  was  not  robbed  of 
money,  clothes,  or  anything  which  I  had 
when  taken  captive. 

To-morrow  being  the  last  day  of  the  week, 
and  the  time  for  a  regular  supply  of  cloth- 
ing, I  expect  clean  clothes.  Everything  was 
in  a  proper  state  for  my  reception  when  I 
arrived  here. 

I  have  been  in  the  Confederate  hospitals 
in  the  field  ;  there  were  straw  beds  and  a  few 
sheets. 

Rations  in  our  service  were  bacon,  half 
pound,  or  one  pound  of  beef;  rice,  coffee 
and  sugar  occasionally ;  rations  of  bread  were 
six  hard  biscuit  a  day,  or  half  pound  of  meal 
or  flour  a  day. 

We  had  a  plentiful  supply  of  wood ;  our 
people  did  not  suffer  from  cold. 

AVe  had  medical  attendance  and  medicines 
as  we  had  need. 

The  sick  were  treated  kindly ;  there  was 
care  as  to  our  cleanliness;  it  was  the  best; 
soap,  &c.,  was  issued  to  us ;  no  want  of  salt. 

Since  we  were  captured,  we  have  been 
treated  very  well,  just  as  well  as  your  own 
boys  all  the  time,  and  we  have  no  fault  to 
find.     I  was  told  I  could  not  find  it  so. 
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I  was  a  farmer ;  worked  on  my  father's 
farm.  I  expected  to'  be  made  a  conscript, 
and  volunteered  in  preference. 

ALBERT  B.  BARRON. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warren  Webster, 

Assistant  Surgeon  D.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  Hospital. 

Deposition  of  Wm.  M.  Farmer,  native  of 
Franklin  county,  Georgia,  Company  H, 
24th  Georgia  Regiment.  Business,  a  far- 
mer. 

I  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  in  August,  1861  ;  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner  at  Cool  Arbor. 

I  had  on,  when  wounded,  a  waistcoat, 
pants,  drawers,  shirt  and  boots,  and  not  any- 
thing was  taken  away  from  me  by  my  cap- 
tors. 

I  have  needed  nothing  since  captured,  hav- 
ing been  supplied  at  the  landing  by  the  San- 
itary Commission.  I  have  had  plenty  to  eat ; 
no  difference  has  been  made  since  my  cap- 
ture between  the  wounded  prisoners  and  the 
Federal  wounded. 

Rations  in  our  service  were  bacon,  half 
pound,  or  half  pound  of  beef;  rice,  coffee 
and  sugar  occasionally ;  rations  of  bread  were 
six  hard  biscuit  a  day,  or  half  pound  of  meal, 
or  half  pound  of  flour  a  day.  I  have  always 
had  foot!  enough  of  this  kind,  and  while  in 
Virginia  the  same  as  elsewhere. 

In  the  Confederate  service  we  had  good 
tents  in  the  winter,  but  on  the  march  we 
had  only  blankets,  and  no  shelter. 

I  was  in  No.  4  General  Hospital,  Rich- 
mond, during  sixteen  days,  in  May  1863  ;  we 
had  there  as  much  as  we  could  eat,  with  good 
bedding  and  sheets  as  we  .have  here. 

We  were  better  off  in  the  hospital  than  in 
the  field,  as  we  had  there  coffee,  sugar  and 
soft  bread. 

I  have  had  every  comfort  and  attention 
since  I  have  been  here.  The  same  in  all  re- 
spects as  Union  solders. 

WILLIAM  M.  FARMER. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warren  Webster, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  Hospital. 

Deposition  of  Daniel  F.  Prince,  native  of 
Columbus  county,  North  CaroHna,  Com- 
pany H,  51st  Regiment. 
I    entered    the    Confederate    service    in 
March,  1862,  and  arrived  here  on  the  15th 
of  June  last.     I  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Cool  Arbor ;  had  some  extra  clothing  in  a 
bundle,  which  was  cut  loose  by  a  Federal 
soldier  at  my  request. 

I  lay  in  a  cross  fire,  and  the  Federal  sol- 
diers dragged  me  out  of  the  line  of  the  fire 
into  a  ditch. 
I  was  treated  mighty  kindly. 
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The  Federals  dressed  my  -wounds,  and 
can-ied  me  to  White  House  Landing,  and 
sent  me  immediately  North  with  your  own 
boys. 

In  the  Confederate  service  we  always  got 
one  pound  of  beef  or  half  a  pound  of  bacon 
a  day  ;  we  had  flour  or  corn  bread  alternate- 
ly, one  pound  of  flour,  or  one  and  a  quarter 
pounds  of  corn  meal ;  we  had  no  tea  or  cof- 
fee ;  we  had  salt,  and  a  gill  of  peas  or  rice  a 
day  extra. 

We  had  three  full  suits  of  clothes  a  year, 
if  needed ;  if  more,  we  drew  them  and  had 
to  pay  for  them ;  we  had  blankets  and  oil- 
cloths. 

We  had  tents  at  stations,  but  no  tents  in 
the  field. 

We  had  overcoats  in  cold  weather  made 
of  wool. 

I  have  been  supplied  with  everything  I 
have  wanted  since  I  came  here,  and  see  no 
difference  between  my  treatment  and  that 
of  Union  soldiers  here  in  the  hospital. 

DANIEL  r.  ><  PRINCE. 

mai'k. 
Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warren  Webster, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  Hos- 
pital. 

Deposition    of    Joseph    Whichard,    Pitt 

County,  North  Carolina,  Company  G,  8th 

Regiment,  North  Carolina. 

I  entered  the  service  in  September,  1861, 
and  have  served  in  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  at  last  in  Virginia, 
where  I  was  wounded  at  Cool  Arbor. 

I  had  on  at  the  time,  pants,  shoes,  a  shirt, 
and  a  pair  of  drawers ;  my  clothes  were  cut 
off  by  the  surgeon  in  order  to  dress  my 
wounds,  and  clean  ones  were  afterwards  sup- 
plied to  me  by  Union  men,  both  on  board 
the  boat  and  since  I  have  been  here. 

I  have  my  jacket,  and  the  rest  of  my 
property  is  on  the  Utile  stand  at  the  head  of 
my  bed. 

A  blanket  was  taken  away  from  me  when 
wounded,  but  another  has  been  furnished. 

Rations,  half  a  pound  bacon,  and  ten  hard 
biscuits,  daily;  nothing  else  to  eat;  no  rice, 
peas,  or  corn  meal. 

Was  in  the  hospital  at  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  a  year  ago  last  May.  The  fare 
was  tolerable. 

On  a  march,  had  an  abundance,  except 
for  a  day  or  two,  when  it  could  not  be  got. 

Have  had  everything  I  want,  or  have 
asked  for,  since  I  have  been  here. 

J.  WHICHARD. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warren  Webster, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.  in  charge  of  Hospital. 


Deposition  of  Michael  Sutton,  Sampson 

County,  North  Carolina,  Company  B,  Slst 

Regiment. 

I  have  been  nearly  three  years  in  the 
Confederate  service;  this  is  my  second  en- 
listment ;  I  might  have  been  drafted  if  I  had 
not  re-enlisted.  I  served  near  Charlestown, 
South  Carolina,  and  was  wounded  at  Cool 
Arbor ;  had  some  clothes  on ;  no  clothes  now 
except  what  was  furnished  me  by  Union 
men ;  my  own  clothes  were  bloody  and  had 
to  be  thrown  away. 

I  have  not  been  robbed  of  anything. 

Rations  for  four  days,  one  pound  of  bacon, 
and  eighteen  ounces  of  corn  meal ;  same 
weight  of  flour,  but  rarely;  had  rice  and 
peas,  half  pint  of  rice,  and  a  short  half  pint 
of  peas  a  day.  Meal  not  always  good,  but 
lumpy  and  smelt  bad,  and  then  we  were 
rather  stinted  for  food.  Since  we  have  been 
'round  Richmond  we  have  been  short ;  it  was 
enough  to  live  upon  "  without  enough." 

Been  in  hospital  in  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina ;  "  fare  awful  hard ; "  want  of  food; 
beds,  &c.,  were  clean. 

Treated  well  on  board  the  vessel ;  the  same 
as  Union  soldiers ;  kind  and  attentive  here ; 
fared  fine  while  I  have  been  here ;  1  have 
not  asked  for  anything  but  what  I  have  got 
it. 

MICHAEL  M  SUTTON. 

mark. 
Sworn  to  before  me, 

Warren  Webster, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  hos- 
pital. 

Testimony  taken  at  Fort  Delaware,  June  21s*, 
1864. 

Commissioners  Present.  —  Dr.  Wal- 
lace, Judge  Hare. 

George  S.  Roler  sworn  and  examined:  — 

I  am  from  Virginia ;  was  in  the  artillery, 
Ewell's  Corps ;  I  am  comfortable  here ;  I 
have  just  come  here  last  evening ;  came 
through  Washington,  from  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  where  I  was  taken  prisoner. 

Was  kindly  treated  on  the  way  up ;  had 
been  in  the  service  (Confederate)  three 
months  when  taken  prisoner. 

We  had  plenty  of  rations  from  Confederate 
Government ;  they  issued  us  meal,  some 
flour,  bacon,  sugar,  coffee  and  salt ;  got  meat 
every  day,  half  pound  bacon  or  a  pound  of 
beef;  one  and  one-eighth  pound  of  meal  a 
day,  which  we  made  ourselves;  plenty  of 
coffee  and  sugar  all  the  winter ;  we  did  not 
suffer  for  want  of  food. 

Clothing  plenty  all  winter;  that  was  the 
case  of  the  other  men  as  well  as  myself;  we 
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all  had   two  blankets — some  more ;  none  I 
think  less  than  two. 

GEORGE  S.  ROLER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  21st,  1864. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Henry  Daniel,  sworn  and  examined: — 

I  have  been  in  the  Confederate  service, 
infantry,  Ewell's  corps,  for  two  years ;  I  came 
here  yesterday ;  taken  prisoner  at  Spottsyl- 
vania ;  am  from  Georgia. 

Had  plenty  to  eat  while  in  the  Confederate 
service;  had  half  pound  of  bacon,  one  and 
one-eighth  pounds  of  flour  a  day  during  the 
winter;  in  the  spring,  beef  one  pound  a 
day ;  provisions  of  good  quahty ;  besides  this 
had  meal,  Irish  potatoes,  peas,  coiFee,  and 
sugar. 

Had  clothes  enough  to  keep  warm ;  two 
blankets,  one  overcoat;  the  army  at  large 
had  them ;  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  way 
of  food  and  clothing. 

HENRY  M  DANIEL. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  21st,  1864. 

D.  P.  Browx,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

William  Sharp,  sworn  and  examined :  — 

I  have  been  three  years  in  the  Confederate 
service  the  9th  of  next  month,  in  Hill's 
coi-ps ;  I  am  from  Georgia ;  taken  prisoner  at 
Spottsylvania. 

Treatment  was  not  so  good  part  of  the 
way  coming  up  here ;  they  did  not  give  us 
anything  to  eat  but  four  crackers  a  day  till 
we  got  to  Belle  Plain,  to  the  boat ;  after  that 
we  had  plenty;  the  guards  that  were  with  us 
across  to  Belle  Plain  did  not  get  it  either;  the 
infantry  guard  that  fetched  us  to  Fredericks- 
burg had  no  more  than  we ;  the  cavalry 
brought  us,  I  don't  know  how  they  fared. 

Rations  last  winter  in  the  Confederate 
service  pretty  good  ;  got  one  and  one-eighth 
pounds  of  flour,  one-quarter  pound  of  "salt 
pork,  when  we  got  sugar  and  coffee;  when 
.we  did  not  get  sugar  and  coffee,  had  half  a 
pound  salt  pork ;  sometimes  we  drew  corn 
meal  and  got  a  pound  and  a  quarter  of  it ; 
got  some  potatoes  once  and  a  while ;  some 
beans  occasionally,  and  some  rice. 

Clothes  were  veiy  good  last  winter ;  had 
one  blanket  to  each  man ;  some  had  two 
blankets;  had  overcoats. 

Heard  no  complaints  of  want  of  food  or 
clothing,  being  well  clothed  and  fed. 

1  was  as  fat  as  I  ever  was  in  my  life,  when 
I  was  taken  at  Spottsylvania. 
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We  had  tents  and  cabins  built  during  the 
winter. 

his 
WILLIAM  X  SHARP. 

•  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before 
me,  June  21st,  1864. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

J.  S.  Moore,  sworn  and  examined :  — 

I  have  been  in  the  Confederate  service 
nearly  three  years.  Taken  prisoner  near 
Spottsylvania  Court  House ;  was  treated  tol- 
erably well  on  the  way  up  here  ;  did  not  get* 
quite  enough  to  eat. 

Plenty  to  eat  last  winter  and  spring  in 
the  Confederate  service ;  got  meal,  flour,  ba- 
con, a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  bacon  a  day, 
and  one  and  one-quarter  pounds  of  meal, 
sometimes  sugar  and  coffee  and  potatoes ; 
did  not  get  beans ;  got  no  fresh  meat  last 
spring.     Was  in  Hill's  corps. 

Had  plenty  of  clothing;  one  blanket  a 
piece ;  overcoats ;  some  had  two  blankets. 

We  could  not  carry  more  than  one  blanket 
a  piece ;  could  have  had  more  if  we  h£^ 
chosen  to  carry  them. 

Sometimes  we  threw  them  away. 

I  came  from  Mississippi. 

Sometimes  drew  flour,  one  pound,  instead 
of  meal ;  never  got  any  more  bacon  than  at 
first ;  had  plenty  to  eat  all  the  time  ;  gene- 
rally had  coffee  on  hand  all  the  time  ;  used 
to  have  peas  last  fall ;  was  as  well  fed,  with 
the  exception  of  coffee,  last  winter  as  before. 
JOHN  S.  MOORE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before 
me,  June  21st,  18C4. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

L.  S.  Crews,  sivom  and  examined:  — 

I  entered  the  Confederate  service  last 
December.  I  was  taken  prisoner  near 
Spottsylvania  Court  House ;  came  from  Vir- 
ginia ;  in  Ewell's  corps  ;  well  treated  coming 
up  here ;  got  more  than  I  could  eat,  for  I  was 
sick ;  they  all  got  plenty  coming  up  here,  as 
far  as  I  know. 

Rations  last  winter  in  our  own  army  were 
tolerable ;  was  on  corn  meal  principally 
through  the  winter ;  got  one  and  one-quarter 
pound  of  corn  meal  a  day,  half  pound  of 
bacon ;  sometimes  molasses  and  potatoes ; 
some  fish,  some  sugar  and  coffee  ;  drawed  a 
little  rice ;  got  no  fresh  meat ;  had  a  little 
last  December  ;  had  enough  food  to  satisfy 
hunger. 

The  men  were  clothed  tolerably  well  —  all 
of  the  men  had  not  blankets ;  some  had 
thrown  them  away ;  it  was  so  with  the  over- 
coats.    I  was  conscripted. 

L.  S.  ><  CREWS, 
mark. 
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Swoin  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  2l8t,  1864. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jk., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

R.  D.  Benefield,  sworn  and  examined  :  — 
Taken  prisoner  near  Spottsylvania ;  was 
well  treated,  as  well  as  could  be  expected 
on  my  way  up  here. 

Got  about  enough  to  eat  in  the  Confed- 
erate sei'vice  —  one  and  one-quarter  pounds 
of  meal,  and  one-quarter  pound  of  bacon  ; 
got  some  sugar,  some  potatoes,  rice,  and 
coffee;  no  beans  or  peas;  some  sugar;  al- 
lowance of  bacon  the  same  all  the  time  ;  I 
don't  recollect  drawing  any  fresh  meat ;  got 
flour  sometimes. 

Got  tolerable  plenty  of  clothes ;  aU  had 
plenty  of  blankets ;  some  overcoats. 
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The  men  did  not  suffer,  as  Ikn:*w  of,  from 
cold ;  have  been  in  the  service  since  Febru- 
ary, 1861.     Was  in  Swell's  corps. 
R.  D.  BENEFIELD, 

Company  A,  37tli  Georgia. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me, 
June  21st,  18(H. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

Cuited  States  Commissioner. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  testimony, 
taken  at  Fort  Delaware,  June  21st,  1864, 
was  taken  and  reduced  to  writing  by  me, 
in  the  presence  of  the  respective  witnesses, 
and  by  them  swor.n  to  and  subscribed  in  my 
presence,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  set 
forth. 

D.  P.  BROWN,  Jr., 

United  States  Commissioner. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


SUFFERmGS  OF  THE  PRISONERS  AT  ANDERSON VILLE,  GA.  — MEMORIAL  FROM  THE 
PRISONERS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  — LETTER  OF  MAJOR- 
GENERAL  BUTLER,  UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONER  OF  EXCHANGE,  TO  COLONEL 
OULD,  CONFEDERATE  COMMISSIONER. 


Account  of  the  sufferings  of  Union  prisoners 
of  war,  at  Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville, 
Georgia, 

From  tbe  Sanitary  Commission  Bulletin. 

The  following  statement  was  drawn  up 
for  the  Commission,  and  sworn  to  by  the 
parties  signing  it.  They  were  exchanged 
on  the  16th  of  August,  and  with  three  others 
were  appointed  by  their  companions  in 
prison  as  a  deputation  to  see  President  Lin- 
coln in  their  behalf. 

Deposition  of  Private  Tracy:  — 

I  am  a  private  in  the  8  2d  New  York  Regi- 
ment of  Volunteers,  Company  G.  Was  cap- 
tured with  about  eight  hundred  Federal 
troops,  In  front  of  Petersburg,  on  the  22d  of 
June,  1864.  We  were  kept  at  Petersburg 
two  days,  at  Richmond,  Belle  Isle,  three 
days,  then  conveyed  by  rail  to  Lynchburg. 
Marched  seventy-five  miles  to  Danville, 
thence  by  rail  to  Andersonville,  Georgia. 
At  Petersburg  we  were  treated  fairly,  being 
under  the  guard  of  old  soldiers  of  an  Ala- 
bama regiment ;  at  Richmond  we  came  under 
the  authority  of  the  notorious  and  inhuman 
Major  Turner,  and  the  equally  notorious 
Home  Guard.  Our  ration  was  a  pint  of 
beans,  four  ounces  of  bread,  and  three  ounces 
of  meat,  a  day.  Another  batch  of  prisoners 
joining  us,  we  left  Richmond  sixteen  hundred 
strong. 

All  blankets,  haversacks,  canteens,  money, 


valuables  of  every  kind,  extra  clothing,  and 
in  some  cases  the  last  shirt  and  drawers,  had 
been  previously  taken  from  us. 

At  Lynchburg  we  were  placed  under  the 
Home  Guard,  officered  by  Major  and  Cap- 
tain Moffett.  The  march  to  Danville  was 
a  weary  and  painful  one  of  five  days,  under 
a  torrid  sun,  many  of  us  falling  helpless  by 
the  way,  and  soon  filling  the  empty  wagons 
of  our  train.  On  the  first  day  we  received 
a  little  meat,  but  the  sum  of  our  rations  for 
the  five  days  was  thirteen  crackers.  During 
the  six  days  by  rail  to  Andersonville,  meat 
was  given  us  twice,  and  the  daily  ration  was 
four  crackers. 

On  entering  the  Stockade  Prison,  w 
found  it  crowded  with  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand of  our  fellow-soldiers.  By  crowded,  I 
mean  that  it  was  difficult  to  move  in  any  di- 
rection without  jostling  and  being  jostled. 
This  prison  is  an  open  space,  sloping  on  both 
sides,  originally  seventeen  acres,  now  twen- 
ty-five acres,  in  the  shape  of  a  parallelogram, 
without  trees  or  shelter  of  any  kind.  The 
soil  is  sand  over  a  bottom  of  clay.  The 
fence  is  made  of  upright  trunks  of  trees, 
about  twenty  feet  high,  near  the  top  of 
which  are  small  platforms,  where  the  guards 
are  stationed.  Twenty  feet  inside  and  par- 
allel to  the  fence  is  a  light  railing,  forming 
the  "  dead  line,"  beyond  which  the  projec- 
tion of  a  foot  or  finger  is  sure  to  bring  the 
deadly  bullet  of  the  sentinel. 

Through  the  ground,  at  nearly  right-anglea 
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with  tlie  longer  sides,  runs  or  rather  creeps 
&  stream  through  an  artificial  channel,  vary- 
ing from  five  to  six  feet  in  width,  the  water 
about  ankle  deep,  and  near  the  middle  of 
the  enclosure,  spreading  out  into  a  swamp 
of  about  six  acres,  filled  with  refuse  wood, 
stumps  and  debris  of  the  camp.  Before  en- 
tering this  enclosure,  the  stream,  or  more 
properly  sewer,  passes  through  the  camp  of 
the  guards,  receiving  from  this  source,  and 
others  farther  up,  a  large  amount  of  the  vilest 
material,  even  the  contents  of  the  sink.  The 
water  is  of  a  dark  color,  and  an  ordinary 
glass  would  collect  a  thick  sediment.  This 
was  our  only  drinking  and  cooking  water. 
It  was  our  custom  to  filter  it  as  best  we  could, 
through  our  remnants  of  haversacks,  shirts 
and  blouses.  Wells  had  been  dug,  but  the 
water  either  proved  so  productive  of  diarr- 
hoea, or  so  limited  in  quantity  that  they  were 
of  no  general  use.  The  cook-house  was 
situated  on  the  stream  just  outside  the  stock- 
ade, and  its  refuse  of  decaying  ofial  was 
thrown  into  the  water,  a  greasy  coating  cov- 
ering much  of  the  surface.  To  these  was 
added  the  daily  large  amount  of  base  matter 
from  the  camp  itself.  There  was  a  system 
of  policing,  but  the  means  was  so  limited, 
and  so  large  a  number  of  the  men  was  ren- 
dered irresolute  and  depressed  by  imprison- 
ment, that  the  work  was  very  imperfectly 
done.  One  side  of  the  swamp  was  naturally 
used  as  a  sink,  the  men  usually  going  out 
some  distance  into  the  water.  Under  the 
summer  sun  this  place  early  became  cor- 
ruption too  vile  for  description,  the  men 
breeding  disgusting  life,  so  that  the  sui-face 
of  the  water  moved  as  with  a  gentle  breeze. 

The  new-comers,  on  reaching  this,  would 
exclaim  :  "  Is  this  hell  ?"  yet  they  soon  would 
become  callous,  and  enter  unmoved  the  hor- 
rible rottenness.  The  rebel  authorities 
never  removed  any  filth.  There  was  sel- 
dom any  visitation  by  the  officers  in  charge. 
Two  surgeons  were  at  one  time  sent  by  Presi- 
dent Davis  to  inspect  the  camp,  but  a  walk 
through  a  small  section  gave  them  all  the 
information  they  desired,  and  we  never  saw 
them  again. 

The  guards  usually  numbered  about  sixty- 
four  —  eight  at  each  end,  and  twenty-four 
on  a  side.  On  the  outside,  within  three 
hundi'ed  yards,  were  fortifications,  on  high 
ground,  overlooking  and  perfectly  command- 
ing us,  mounting  twenty-four  twelve-pound 
Napoleon  Parrotts.  We  were  never  per- 
mitted to  go  outside,  except  at  times,  in  small 
squads,  to  gather  our  firewood.  During 
the  building  of  the  cook-house,  a  few,  who 
were  carpenters,  were  ordered  out  to  assist. 

Our  only  shelter  from  the  sun  and  rain 
and  night  dews  was  what  we  could  make  by 
stretching  over  us   our  coats  or  scraps  of 


77 


blankets,  which  a  few  had,  but  generally 
there  was  no  attempt  by  day  or  night  to  pro- 
tect ourselves. 

The  rations  consisted  of  eight  ounces  of 
corn  bread  (the  cob  being  ground  with  the 
kernel),  and  generally  sour,  two  ounces  of 
condemned  pork,  offensive  in  appearance 
and  smell.  Occasionally,  about  twice  a 
week,  two  tablespoonfuls of  rice,  and  in  place 
of  the  pork  the  same  amount  (two  table- 
spoonfuls)  of  molasses  were  given  us  about 
twice  a  month.*  This  ration  was  brought 
into  camp  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and 
thrown  from  the  wagons  to  the  ground,  the 
men  being  arranged  in  divisions  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  subdivided  Into  squads  of 
nineties  and  thirties.  It  was  the  custom  to 
consume  the  whole  ration  at  once,  rather 
than  save  any  for  the  next  day.  The  distri- 
bution being  often  unequal  some  would  lose 
the  rations  altogether.  We  were  allowed 
no  dish  or  cooking  utensil  of  any  kind.  On 
opening  the  campin  the  winter,  the  first  two 
thousand  prisoners  were  allowed  skillets,  one 
to  fifty  men,  but  these  were  soon  taken 
away.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  in- 
formation and  belief,  our  ration  was  in  quality 
a  starving  one,  it  being  either  too  foul  to  be 
touched  or  too  raw  to  be  digested. 

The  cook-house  went  into  operation  about 
May  10th,  prior  to  which  we  cooked  our  own 
i-ations.  It  did^ot  prove  at  all  adequate  to 
the  work,  (thirty  thousand  is  a  large  town,) 
so  that  a  large  proportion  were  still  obliged 
to  prepare  their  own  food.  In  addition  to 
the  utter  inability  of  many  to  do  this,  through 
debility  and  sickness,  we  never  had  a  supply 
of  wood.  I  have  often  seen  men  with  a  little 
bag  of  meal  in  hand,  gathered  from  several 
rations,  starving  to  death  for  want  of  wood, 
and  in  desperation  would  mix  the  raw  ma- 
terial with  water  and  try  to  eat  it. 

The  clothing  of  the  men  was  miserable  in 
the  extreme.  Very  few  had  shoes  of  any 
kind,  not  two  thousand  had  coats  and  pants, 
and  those  Avere  late  comers.  Moi-e  than  one- 
half  were  indecently  exposed,  and  many 
were  naked. 

The  usual  punishment  was  to  place  the 
men  in  the  stocks,  outside,  near  the  Captain's 
quarters.  If  a  man  was  missing  at  roll-call, 
the  squad  of  ninety  to  which  he  belonged  was 
deprived  of  the  ration.  The  "  dead-line  " 
bullet,  already  referred  to,  spared  no  offend- 

■*  Our  regular  army  ration  is :  ' 

I  lb.  Pork  or  1^  lbs.  Fresh  Beef, 
18  0Z8.  Hard  Bread,  or  20  ozs.  Soft  Bread  or  Flour, 
1-10  lb.  Coffee, 
1-6  lb.  Sugar, 
1-10  lb.  Kice,  or 
1-10  lb.  Beans  or  Hominy. 

Vegetables  —  Freeh  or"! 

Mol'^scT^'  Irregularly. 

Vinegar,  J 
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er.  One  poor  fellow,  just  from  Sherman's 
army  —  his  name  was  Roberts  —  was  trying 
to  wash  his  face  near  the  "  dead-line "  rail- 
ing, when  he  slipped  on  the  clayey  bottom, 
and  fell  with  his  head  just  outside  the  fatal 
border.  AVe  shouted  to  him,  but  it  was  too 
late  — "  another  guard  would  have  a  fur- 
lough," the  men  said.  It  was  a  common  be- 
lief among  our  men,  arising  from  statements 
made  by  the  guard,  that  General  Winder, 
in  command,  issued  an  order  that  any  one 
of  the  guard  who  should  shoot  a  Yankee  out- 
side of  the  "  dead-line "  should  have  a 
month's  furlough,  but  there  probably  was  no 
truth  in  this.  About  two  a  day  were  thus 
shot,  some  being  cases  of  suicide,  brought  on 
by  mental  depression  or  physical  misery,  the 
poor  fellows  throwing  themselves,  or  madly 
rushing  outside  the  "  line." 

The  mental  condition  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  men  was  melancholy,  beginning  in  des- 
pondency and  tending  to  a  kind  of  stolid  and 
idiotic  indifference.  Many  spent  much  time 
in  arousing  and  encouraging  their  fellows, 
but  hundreds  were  lying  about  motionless,  or 
stalking  vacantly  to  and  fro,  quite  beyond 
any  help  which  could  be  given  them  within 
their  prison  walls.  These  cases  were  fre- 
quent among  those  who  had  been  imprisoned 
but  a  short  time.  There  were  those  who 
were  captured  at  the  first  Bull  Run,  July 
18G1,  and  had  known  Belle  Isle  from  the 
first,  yet  had  preserved  their  physical  and 
mental  health  to  a  wonderful  degree.  Many 
were  wise  and  resolute  enough  to  keep 
themselves  occupied  —  some  in  cutting  bone 
and  wood  ornaments,  making  their  knives 
out  of  iron  hoops  —  others  in  manufacturing 
ink  from  the  rust  from  those  same  hoops,  and 
with  rude  pens  sketching  or  imitating  bank 
notes,  or  any  sample  that  would  involve  long 
and  patient  execution. 

Letters  from  home  very  seldom  reached 
us,  and  few  had  any  means  of  writing.  In 
the  early  summer,  a  large  batch  of  letters  — 
five  thousand  we  were  told  —  arrived,  hav- 
ing been  accumulating  somewhere  for  many 
months.  These  were  brought  into  camp  by 
an  officer,  under  orders  to  collect  ten  cents 
on  each  —  of  course  most  were  returned,  and 
we  heard  no  more  of  them.  One  of  my 
companions  saw  among  them  three  from  his 
parents,  but  he  was  unable  to  pay  the 
charge.  According  to  the  rules  of  transmis- 
sion of  letters  over  the  lines,  these  letters 
must  have  already  paid  ten  cents  each  to  the 
rebel  government. 

As  far  as  we  saw  General  Winder  and 
Captain  Wirtz,  the  former  was  kind  and 
considerate  in  his  manners,  the  latter  harsh, 
though  not  without  kindly  feelings. 

It  is  a  melancholy  and  mortifying  fact, 
that  some  of  our  trials  came  from  our  own 


men.  At  Belle  Isle  and  Andersonville  there 
were  among  us  a  gang  of  desperate  men, 
ready  to  prey  on  their  fellows.  Not  only 
thefts  and  robberies,  but  even  murders  were 
committed.  Affairs  became  so  serious  at 
Camp  Sumter  that  an  appeal  was  made  to 
General  Winder,  who  authorized  an  arrest 
and  trial  by  a  criminal  court.  Eighty-six 
were  arrested,  and  six  were  hung,  beside 
others  who  were  severely  punished.  These 
proceedings  effected  a  marked  change  for 
the  better. 

Some  few  weeks  before  being  released,  I 
was  ordered  to  act  as  clerk  in  the  hospital. 
This  consists  simply  of  a  few  scattered  trees 
and  fly  tents,  and  is  in  charge  of  Dr.  White, 
an  excellent  and  considerate  man,  with  very 
limited  means,  but  doing  all  in  his  power  for 
his  patients.  He  has  twenty-five  assistants, 
besides  those  detailed  to  examine  for  admit- 
tance to  the  hospital.  This  examination  was 
made  in  a  small  stockade  attached  to  the 
main  one,  to  the  inside  door  of  which  the 
sick  came  or  were  brought  by  their  comrades, 
the  number  to  be  removed  being  limited. 
Lately,  in  consideration  of  the  rajiidly  in- 
creasing sickness,  it  was  extended  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  daily.  That  this  was  too 
small  an  allowance  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
the  deaths  within  our  stockade  were  from 
thirty  to  forty  a  day.  I  have  seen  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  bodies  waiting  passage  to  the 
"  dead  house,"  to  be  buried  with  those  who 
died  in  hospital.  The  average  of  deaths 
through  the  earlier  months  was  thirty  a  day : 
at  the  time  I  left,  the  average  was  over  one 
hundred  and  thirty,  and  one  day  the  record 
showed  one  hundred  and  forty-six. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  stai-vation, 
not  including  those  consequent  on  the  dis- 
eases originating  in  the  character  and  limited 
quantity  of  food,  such  as  diarrhoea,  dysentery 
and  scurvy,  I  cannot  state  ;  but  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  there 
were  scores  every  month.  We  could,  at  any 
time,  point  out  many  for  whom  such  a  fate 
was  inevitable,  as  they  lay  or  feebly  walked, 
mere  skeletons,  whose  emaciation  exceeded 
the  examples  given  in  Leslie's  Illustrated  for 
June  18,  18G4.  For  example  :  in  some  case? 
the  inner  edges  of  the  two  bones  of  the  arms, 
between  the  elbow  and  the  wrist,  with  the 
Intermediate  blood  vessels,  were  plainly  vis- 
ible when  held  toward  the  light.  The  ra- 
tion, in  quantity,  was  perhaps  barely  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  life,  and  the  cases  of  starva- 
tion were  generally  those  whose  stomachs 
could  not  retain  what  had  become  entirely 
Indigestible. 

For  a  man  to  find,  on  waking,  that  his 
comrade  by  his  side  was  dead,  was  an  occur- 
rence too  common  to  be  noted.  I  have  seen 
death  in  almost  all  the  forms  of  the  hospital 
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and  battle-field,  but  the  daily  scenes  in 
Camp  Sumter  exceeded  in  the  extremity  of 
misery  all  my  previous  experience. 

The  work  of  burial  is  performed  by  our 
own  men,  under  guard  and  orders,  twenty- 
five  bodies  being  placed  ia  a  single  pit,  with- 
out head-boards,  and  the  sad  duty  perform- 
ed with  indecent  haste.  Sometimes  our 
men  were  rewarded  for  this  work  with  a  few 
sticks  of  fire-wood,  and  I  have  known  them 
to  quarrel  over  a  dead  body  for  the  job. 

Dr.  White  is  able  to  give  the  patients  a 
diet  but  little  better  than  the  prison  rations 
—  a  little  flour  porridge,  arrow-root,  whis- 
key and  wild  or  hog  tomatoes.  In  the  way  of 
medicine,  I  saw  nothing  but  camphor,  whis- 
key, and  a  decoction  of  some  kind  of  bark  — 
white  oak,  I  think.  He  often  expressed  his 
regret  that  he  had  not  more  medicines. 
The  limitation  of  military  orders,  under 
which  the  surgeon  in  charge  was  placed,  is 
shown  by  the  following  occurrence :  A  sup- 
posed private,  wounded  in  the  thigh,  was 
under  treatment  in  the  hospital,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  he  was  a  major  of  a  colored 
regiment.  The  assistant-surgeon,  under 
whose  immediate  charge  he  was,  proceeded 
at  once  not  only  to  remove  him,  but  to  kick 
him  out,  and  he  was  returned  to  the  stockade, 
to  shift  for  himself  as  well  as  he  could.  Dr. 
AVhite  could  not  or  did  not  attempt  to  re- 
store him. 

After  entering  on  my  duties  at  the  hospi- 
tal, I  was  occasionally  favored  with  double 
rations  and  some  wild  tomatoes.  A  few  of 
our  men  succeeded,  in  spite  of  the  closest 
examination  of  our  cloths,  in  secreting  some 
green-backs,  and  with  those  were  able  to 
buy  useful  articles  ^at  exorbitant  prices :  — 
a  tea-cup  of  flour  at  one  dollar;  eggs, 
three  to  six  dollars  a  dozen ;  salt,  four 
dollars  a  pound  ;  molasses,  thirty  dollars  a 
gallon  ;  nigger  beans,  a  small,  inferior  article, 
(diet  of  the  slaves  and  pigs,  but  highly  relish- 
ed by  us,)  fifty  cents  a  pint.  These  figures, 
multiplied  by  ten,  will  give  very  nearly  the 
price  in  Confederate  currency.  Though  the 
country  abounded  in  pine  and  oak,  sticks  were 
sold  to  us  at  various  prices,  according  to  size. 

Our  men,  especially  the  mechanics,  were 
tempted  with  the  offer  of  liberty  and  large 
wages  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Confederacy,  but  it  was  very  rare  that  their 
,  patriotism,  even  under  such  a  fiery  trial,  ever 
'  gave  way.  I  cany  this  m/ssage  from  one  of 
my  companions  to  his^  narother :  "  My  treat- 
ment here  is  killing  m^  mother,  but  I  die 
cheerfully  for  my  countr 

Some  attempts  were  m£^3e  to  escape,  but 
wholly  in  vain,  for,  if  the  prison  walls  and 
guards  were  passed  and  the  protecting  woods 
reached,  the  bloodhounds  w^-e  sure  to  find  us 
out. 
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Tunneling  was  at  once  attempted  on  a 
large  scale,  but  on  the  afternoon  preceding 
the  night  fixed  on  for  escape,  an  officer  rode 
in  and  announced  to  us  that  the  plot  was 
discovered,  and  from  our  huge  pen  we  could 
see  on  the  hill  above  us  the  regiments  just 
an'lving  to  strengthen  the  guard.  We  had 
been  betrayed.  It  was  our  belief  that  spies 
were  kept  in  the  camp,  which  could  very 
easily  be  done. 

The  number  in  camp  when  I  left  was 
nearly  thirty-five  thousand,  and  daily  increas- 
ing. The  number  in  hospital  was  about  five 
thousand.  I  was  exchanged  at  Port  Royal 
Ferry,  August  16th. 

PRESCOTT  TRACY, 

Eighty-second  Eegimeut,  N.  Y.  V. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. 

H.  C.  HiGGiNSON  and  S.  Noirot,  being 
duly  sworn,  say  :  That  the  above  statement 
of  Prescott  Tracy,  their  fellow-prisoner, 
agrees  with  their  own  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience. 

H.  C.  HIGGINSON, 

Co.  K,  Jsineteeuth  Illinois  Vols. 

SILVESTER  NOIROT, 

Co.  B,  Fifth  New  Jersey  Vols. 


The  Memorial  qf  the  Union  Prisoners  con- 
Jined  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

COXFEDEKATE  STATES  PRISON, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  August,  1864. 
To    THE    President    of    the    United 
States : 

The  condition  of  the  enlisted  men  belong- 
ing to  the  Union  armies,  now  prisoners  to  the 
Confederate  rebel  forces,  is  such  that  it  be- 
comes our  duty,  and  the  duty  of  every  com- 
missioned oSicer,  to  make  known  the  facts  ia 
the  case  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  use  every  honorable  effort  to 
secure  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners, 
thereby  relieving  thousands  of  our  comrades 
from  the  horror  now  sun-ounding  them. 

For  some  time  past  there  has  been  a  con- 
centration of  prisoners  from  all  parts  of  the 
rebel  territory  to  the  State  of  Georgia — the 
commissioned  officers  being  confined  at  Ma- 
con, and  the  enlisted  men  at  Andersonville. 
Recent  movements  of  the  Union  armies  un- 
der General  Sherman  have  compelled  the 
removal  of  prisoners  to  other  points,  and  it 
is  now  understood  that  they  will  be  removed 
to  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  Columbus  and 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  But  no  change 
of  this  kind  holds  out  any  prospect  of  relief 
to  our  poor  men.  Indeed,  as  the  localities 
selected  are  far  more  unhealthy,  there  must 
be  an  increase  rather  than  a  diminution  of 
suffering.  Colonel  Hill,  provost  marshal  gen- 
I  eral,  Confederate  States  army,  at  Atlanta, 
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stated  to  one  of  tlie  imdersigned  that  there 
■were  thirty-five  thousand  prisoners  at  Ander- 
sonville,  and  by  all  accounts  from  the  United 
States  soldiers  who  have  been  confined  there 
tlie  number  is  not  overstated  by  him.  These 
thirty-five  thousand  are  confined  in  a  field  of 
some  thirty  acres,  enclosed  by  a  board  fence, 
heavily  guarded.  About  one-third  have  va- 
rious kinds  of  indifferent  shelter ;  but  up- 
wards of  thirty  thousand  are  wholly  without 
shelter,  or  even  shade  of  any  kind,  and  are 
exposed  to  the  storms  and  rains,  which  are 
of  almost  daily  occurrence ;  the  cold  dews 
of  the  night,  and  the  more  terrible  eiTects  of 
the  sun  striking  with  almost  tropical  fierce- 
ness upon  their  unprotected  heads.  This 
mass  of  men  jostle  and  crowd  each  other  up 
and  down  the  limits  of  their  enclosure,  in 
storms  or  sun,  and  others  lie  down  upon  the 
pitiless  earth  at  night  with  no  other  covering 
than  the  clothing  upon  their  backs,  few  of 
them  having  even  a  blanket. 

Upon  entering  the  prison  every  man  is 
deliberately  stripped  of  money  and  other 
property,  and  as  no  clothing  or  blankets  are 
ever  supplied  to  their  prisoners  by  the  rebel 
authorities,  the  condition  of  the  apparel  of 
the  soldiers,  just  from  an  active  campaign, 
can  be  easily  imagined.  Thousands  are 
without  pants  or  coats,  and  hundreds'without 
even  a  pair  of  drawers  to  cover  their  naked- 
ness. 

To  these  men,  as  indeed  to  all  prisoners, 
there  is  issued  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of 
bread  or  meal,  and  one-eighth  of  a  pound  of 
meat  per  day.  This  is  the  entire  ration,  and 
upon  it  the  prisoner  must  live  or  die.  The 
meal  is  often  unsifted  and  sour,  and  the  meat 
such  as  in  the  North  is  consigned  to  the  soap- 
maker.  Such  are  the  rations  upon  which 
Union  soldiers  are  fed  by  the  rebel  authori- 
ties, and  by  which  they  are  barely  holding 
on  to  life.  But  to  starvation,  and  exposure 
to  sun  and  storm,  add  the  sickness  which 
prevails  to  a  most  alarming  and  terrible  ex- 
tent. On  an  average,  one  hundred  die 
daily.  It  is  impossible  that  any  Union  sol- 
dier should  know  all  the  facts  pertaining  to 
this  terrible  mortality,  as  they  are  not  parad- 
ed by  the  rebel  authorities.     Such  statement 

as    the  following,   made    by , 

speaks  eloquent  testimony.  Said  he :  "  Of 
twelve  of  us  who  were  captured,  six  died, 
four  are  in  the  hospital,  and  I  never  expect 
to  see  them  again.  There  are  but  two  of  us 
left."  In  18G2,  at  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
under  far  more  favorable  circumstances,  the 
prisoners  being  protected  by  sheds,  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  were  sick 
from  diarrhoea  and  chills,  out  of  seven  hun- 
dred. The  same  per  centagc  would  give 
seven  thousand  sick  at  Audersonville.  It 
needs  no  comment,  no  efforts  at  word  paint- 


ing, to  make  such  a  picture  stand  out  boldly 
in  most  horrible  colors. 

Nor  is  this  all.  Among  the  ill-fated  of  the 
many  who  have  suffered  amputation  in  con- 
sequence of  injuries  received  before  capture, 
sent  from  rebel  hospitals  before  their  wounds 
were  healed,  there  are  eloquent  witnesses  of 
the  barbarities  of  which  they  are  victims.*  If 
to  these  facts  is  added  this,  that  noth'ng  more 
demoralizes  soldiers  and  develops  the  evil 
passions  of  man  than  starvation,  the  terrible 
condition  of  Union  pi-isoners  at  Anderson- 
vllle  can  be  readily  imagined.  They  are 
fast  losing  hope,  and  becoming  utterly  reck- 
less of  life.  Numbers,  crazed  by  their  suffer- 
ings, wander  about  in  a  state  of  Idiocy  ;  oth- 
ers dehberately  cross  the  "  dead  line,"  and 
are  remorselessly  shot  down. 

In  behalf  of  these  men  we  most  earnestly 
appeal  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Few  of  them  have  been  captured  except  In 
the  front  of  battle,  in  the  deadly  encounter, 
and  only  when  overpowered  by  numbers. 
They  constitute  as  gallant  a  portion  of  our 
armies  as  carry  our  banners  any  where.  If 
released,  they  would  soon  return  ta  again  do 
vigorous  battle  for  our  cause.  We  are  told 
that  the  only  obstacle  in  the  way  of  ex- 
change is  the  status  of  enlisted  negroes  cap- 
tured from  our  armies,  the  United  States 
claiming  that  the  cartel  covers  all  who  serve 
under  its  flag,  and  the  Confederate  States 
refusing  to  consider  the  colored  soldiers, 
heretofore  slaves,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

We  beg  leave  to  suggest  some  facts  bear- 
ing upon  the  question  of  exchange,  which 
we  would  urge  upon  this  consideration.  Is 
it  not  consistent  with  the  national  honor, 
without  waiving  the  claifli  that  the  negi'o 
soldiers  shall  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war, 
to  effect  an  exchange  of  the  white  soldiers  ? 
The  two  classes  are  treated  differently  by 
the  enemy.  The  whites  are  confined  in 
such  prisons  as  Libby  and  Andersonville, 
starved  and  treated  with  a  bai'barism  un- 
known to  civilized  nations.  The  blacks,  on 
the  contrary,  are  seldom  Imprisoned.  They 
are  distributed  among  the  citizens,  or  em- 
ployed on  government  works.  Under  these 
circumstances  they  receive  enough  to  eat, 
and  are  worked  no  harder  than  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  be.  They  are  neither 
starved  or  killed  off  by  the  pestilence  in 
the  dungeons  of  Pachmond  and  Charleston. 
It  is  true  they  are  again  made  slaves;  but 
their  slavery  is  freedom  and  happiness  com- 
pared with  the  cruel  existence  imposed  upon 
our  gallant  men.  They  are  not  bereft  of 
hope,  as  are  the  white  soldiers,  dying  by 
piece-meal.  Their  chances  of  escape  are 
tenfold  greater  than  those  of  the  white  sol- 
diers, and  their  condition,  in  all  Its  lights,  is 
tolerable  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  pris- 
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onerg  of  war  now  languishing  in  the  dens 
and  pens  of  Secession. 

While,  therefore,  believing  the  claims  of 
our  Government,  in  matters  of  exchange,  to 
be  just,  we  are  profoundly  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
two  classes  of  soldiers  are  so  widely  differ- 
ent that  the  Grovernment  can  honorably 
consent  to  an  exchange,  waiving  for  a  time 
the  established  principle  justly  claimed  to 
be  applicable  in  the  case.  Let  thirty-five 
thousand  suffering,  starving,  and  enlisted 
men  aid  this  appeaJ.  By  prompt  and  de- 
cided action  in  their  behalf,  thirty-five  thou- 
sand heroes  will  be  made  happy.  For  the 
eighteen  hundred  commissioned  officers  now 
prisoners  we  urge  nothing.  Although  desir- 
ous of  returning  to  our  duty,  we  can  bear 
imprisonment  with  more  fortitude  if  the  en- 
listed men,  whose  sufferings  we  know  to  be 
intolerable,  were  restored  to  liberty  and  life. 


Letter  of  Major-General  Butler,  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Exchange,  to  Col.  Ould, 
the  Confederate  Commissioner. 

Headquarters  Department  of 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
In  the  Field,  August  — ,  1864. 

Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange. 

Sir  :  —  Your  note  to  Major  Mulford,  As- 
sistant Agent  of  Exchange,  under  date  of 
10th  August,  has  been  referred  to  me. 

You  therein  state  that  Major  Mulford  has 
several  times  proposed  "  to  exchange  prison- 
ers respectively  held  by  the  two  belligerents, 
ofiicer  for  officer  and  man  for  man,"  and 
that  "  the  offer  has  also  been  made  by  other 
officials  having  charge  of  matters  connected 
with  the  exchange  of  prisoners,"  and  that 
"  this  proposal  has  been  heretofore  declined 
by  the  Confederate  authorities."  That  you 
now  "  consent  to  the  above  proposition,  and 
agree  to  deliver  to  you  (Major  Mulford)  the 
prisoners  held  in  captivity  by  the  Confeder- 
ate authorities,  provided  you  agree  to  de- 
liver an  equal  number  of  officers  and  men. 
As  equal  numbers  are  defivered  from  time 
to  time,  they  will  be  declared  exchanged. 
This  proposal  is  made  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  officers  and  men  on  both  sides 
who  have  been  longest  in  captivity  will  be 
first  delivered,  where  it  is  practicable." 

From  a  sfight  ambiguity  in  your  phraseol- 
ogy, but  more,  perhaps,  from  the  antecedent 
action  of  your  authorities,  and  because  of 
your  acceptance  of  it,  I  am  in  doubt  whether 
you  have  stated  the  proposition  with  entire 
accuracy. 

It  is  true,  a  proposition  was  made  both  by 
Major  Mulford  and  by  myself,  as  Agent  of 
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Exchange,  to  exchange  all  prisoners  of  war 
taken  by  either  belligerent  party,  man  for 
man,  officer  for  officer,  of  equal  rank,  or 
their  equivalents.  It  was  made  by  me  as 
early  as  the  first  of  the  winter  of  1863-G4, 
and  has  not  been  accepted.  In  May  last  I 
forwarded  to  you  a  note,  desiring  to  know 
whether  the  Confederate  authorities  intend- 
ed to  treat  colored  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  army  as  prisoners  of  war.  To  that 
inquiry  no  answer  has  yet  been  made.  To 
avoid  all  possible  misapprehension  or  mistake 
hereafter  as  to  your  offer  now,  will  you  now 
say  whether  you  mean  by  •'  prisoners  held 
in  captivity,"  colored  men,  duly  enrolled, 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  been  captured  by  the  Con- 
federate forces ;  and  if  your  authorities  are 
willing  to  exchange  all  soldiers  so  mustered 
into  the  United  States  army,  whether  col- 
ored or  otherwise,  and  the  officers  command- 
ing them,  man  for  man,  officer  for  officer  ? 

At  the  interview  which  was  held  between 
yourself  and  the  Agent  of  Exchange  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, in  March  last,  you  will  do  me  the  favor 
to  remember  the  principal  discussion  turned 
upon  this  very  point ;  you,  on  behalf  of  the 
Confederate  Government,  claiming  the  right 
to  hold  all  negroes,  who  had  heretofore  been 
slaves,  and  not  emancipated  by  their  mas- 
ters, enrolled  and  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  when  captured  by  your 
forces,  not  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  upon 
capture  to  be  turned  over  to  their  supposed 
masters  or  claimants,  whoever  they  might 
be,  to  be  held  by  them  as  slaves. 

By  the  advertisements  in  your  newspa- 
pers, calling  upon  masters  to  come  forward 
and  claim  these  men  so  captured,  I  suppose 
that  your  authorities  still  adhere  to  that 
claim  —  that  is  to  say,  that  whenever  a  col- 
oi'ed  soldier  of  the  United  States  is  captured 
by  you,  upon  whom  any  claim  can  be  made 
by  any  pei-son  residing  within  the  States 
now  in  insurrection,  such  soldier  is  not  to  be 
treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  is  to  be 
turned  over  to  his  supposed  owner  or  claim- 
ant, and  put  at  such  labor  or  service  as  that 
owner  or  claimant  may  choose,  and  the  offi- 
cers in  command  of  such  soldiers,  in  the  laa- 
guage  of  a  supposed  act  of  the  Confederate 
States,  are  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Govern- 
ors of  States,  upon  requisitions,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  punished  by  the  laws  of  such 
States,  for  acts  done  in  war  in  the  armies  of 
the  United  States. 

You  must  be  aware  that  there  is  still 
a  proclamation  by  Jefferson  Davis,  claim- 
ing to  be  Chief  Executive  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  declaring  in  substance  that 
all  officers  of  colored  troops  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  were  not 
1265. 
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to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but 
were  to  be  turned  over  for  punishment 
to    the    Governors    of    States. 

I  am  reciting  these  public  acts  from 
memory,  and  will  be  pardoned  for  not  giv- 
ing the  exact  words,  although  I  believe  I 
do  not  vary  the  substance  and  effect. 

These  declarations  on  the  part  of  those 
whom  you  represent  yet  remain  unrepeal- 
ed, unannulled,  unrevoked,  and  must,  there- 
fore, be  still  supposed  to  be  authoritative. 

By  your  acceptance  of  our  proposition, 
is  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  understand  that  these  several  claims, 
enactments,  and  proclaimed  declarations  are 
to  be  given  up,  set  aside,  revoked,  and  held 
for  nought  by  the  Confederate  authorities, 
and  that  you  are  ready  and  willing  to  ex- 
change man  for  man  those  colored  soldiers 
of  the  United  States,  duly  mustered  and 
enrolled  as  such,  who  have  heretofore  been 
claimed  as  slaves  by  the  Confedez-ate  States, 
as  well  as  by  white  soldiers  '? 

If  this  be  so,  and  you  are  so  willing  to 
exchange  these  colored  men  claimed  as 
slaves,  aud  you  will  so  officially  inform  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  then, 
as  I  am  instructed,  a  principal  difficulty 
in   effecting   exchanges  will   be  removed. 

As  I  informed  you  personally,  in  my 
judgment,  it  is  neither  consistent  with  the 
policy,  dignity,  or  honor  of  the  United 
States,  upon  any  consideration,  to  allow 
those  who,  by  our  laws  solemnly  enacted, 
are  made  soldiers  of  the  Union,  and  who 
have  been  duly  enlisted,  enrolled  and  mus- 
tered as  such  soldiers,  who  have  borne 
arms  in  behalf  of  this  country,  and  who 
have  been  captured  while  fighting  in  vin- 
dication of  the  rights  of  that  country,  not 
to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  re- 
main unexchanged,  and  in  the  service  of 
those  who  claim  them  as  masters ;  and  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  ever  be  found  to  con- 
sent to  so   gross   a  wrong. 

Pardon  me  if  I  misunderstood  you  in 
supposing  that  your  acceptance  of  our  prop- 
osition does  not  in  good  faith  mean  to  in- 
clude all  the  soldiers  of  the  Union,  and  that 
you  still  intend,  if  your  acceptance  is  agreed 
to,  -to  hold  the  colored  soldiers  of  the  Union 
unexchanged,  and  at  labor  or  service,  be- 
cause I  am  informed  that  very  lately,  al- 
most contemporaneously  with  this  offer  on 
your  part  to  exchange  prisoners,  and  which 
seems  to  include  all  prisoners  of  war,  the 
Confederate  authorities  have  made  a  dec- 
laration that  the  negroes  heretofore  held 
to  service  by  owners  in  the  States  of  Del- 
aware, Maryland,  and  Missouri  are  to  be 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  when  captured 
in  arms  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 


Such  declaration  that  a  part  of  the  col- 
ored soldiers  of  the  United  States  were 
to  be  prisoners  of  war,  would  seem  most 
strongly  to  imply  that  others  Avere  not  to 
be  so  treated,  or  in  other  words,  that  the 
colored  men  from  the  insurrectionary  States 
are  to  be  held  to  labor  and  returned  to 
their  masters,  if  captured  by  the  Confed- 
erate forces  while  duly  enrolled  and  mus- 
tered into,  and  actually  in  the  armies  of 
the   United   States. 

In  the  view  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  takes  of  the  claim  made 
by  you  to  the  persons  and  services  of 
these  negroes,  it  is  not  to  be  supported 
upon  any  principle  of  national  and  munici- 
pal law. 

Looking  upon  these  men  only  as  property 
upon  your  theory  of  property  in  them,  we 
do  not  see  how  this  claim  can  be  made,  cer- 
tainly not  how  it  can  be  yielded.  It  is  be- 
lievetl  to  be  a  well-settled  rule  of  public  in- 
ternational law,  and  a  custom  and  part  of 
the  laws  of  war,  that  the  capture  of  mova- 
ble property  vests  the  title  to  that  property 
in  the  captor,  and  therefoi-e  where  one  bel- 
ligerent gets  into  full  possession  property 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
other  belligerent,  the  owner  of  that  property 
is  at  once  divested  of  his  title,  which  rests 
in  the  belligerent  Government  capturing 
and  holding  such  possession.  Upon  this 
rule  of  international  law  all  civilized  na- 
tions have  acted,  and  by  it  both  belligerents 
have  dealt  with  all  proi^erty,  save  slaves, 
taken  from  each  other  during  the  present 
war. 

If  the  Confederate  forces  capture  a  num- 
ber of  horses  from  the  United  States,  the 
animals  are  claimed  to  be,  and,  as  we  under- 
stand it,  become  the  property  of  the  Con- 
federate authorities. 

If  the  United  States  capture  any  mova- 
ble property  in  the  rebellion,  by  our  regula- 
tions and  laws,  in  conformity  with  intei'na- 
tional  law,  and  the  laws  of  war,  such  prop- 
erty is  turned  over  to  our  Government  as  its 
property.  Therefore,  if  we  obtain  posses- 
sion of  that  species  of  property  known  to 
the  laws  of  the  insurrectionary  States  as 
slaves,  why  should  there  be  any  doubt  that 
that  property,  like  any  other,  vests  in  the 
United  States? 

If  the  property  in  the  slave  does  so  vest, 
then  the  '■'■jus  disponendi"  the  right  of  dis- 
posing of  that  property,  vests  in  the  United 
States. 

Now,  the  United  States  have  disposed  of 
the  property  which  they  have  acquired  by 
capture  in  slaves  taken  by  them,  by  giving 
that  right  of  property  to  the  man  himself, 
to  the  slave,  t.  e.  by  emancipating  him  and 
declaring  him  free  forever,  so  that  if  we 
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have  not  mistaken  the  principles  of  inter- 
national law  and  the  laws  of  war,  we  have 
no  slaves  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
All  are  free  men,  being  made  so  in  such 
manner  as  we  have  chosen  to  dispose  of  our 
property  in  them  which  we  acquired  by  cap- 
ture. 

Slaves  being  captured  by  us,  and  the 
right  of  property  in  them  thereby  vested  in 
us,  that  right  of  property  has  been  disposed 
of  by  us  by  manumitting  them,  as  has  always 
been  the  acknowledged  right  of  the  owner 
to  do  to  his  slave.  The  manner  in  which 
we  dispose  of  our  property  while  it  is  in  our 
possession  certainly  cannot  be  questioned  by 
you. 

Nor  is  the  case  altered  if  the  property  is 
not  actually  captured  in  battle,  but  comes 
either  voluntarily  or  involuntarily  from  the 
belligerent  owner  into  the  possession  of  the 
other  belligerent. 

I  take  it  no  one  would  doubt  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  a  drove  of  Confed- 
erate mules,  or  a  herd  of  Confederate 
cattle,  which  should  wander  or  rush  across 
the  Confederate  lines  into  the  lines  of  the 
United  States  army,  ^o  it  seems  to  me, 
treating  the  negro  as  property  merely,  if 
that  piece  of  property  passes  the  Confeder- 
ate lines,  and  comes  into  the  lines  of  the 
United  States,  that  property  is  as  much  lost 
to  its  o^vner  in  the  Confederate  States  as 
would  be  the  mule  or  ox,  the  property  of  the 
resident  of  the  Confederate  States,  which 
should  fall  into  our  hands. 

If,  therefore,  the  privilege  of  international 
law  and  the  laws  of  war  used  in  this  discus- 
sion are  correctly  stated,  then  it  would  seem 
that  the  deduction  logically  flows  therefrom, 
in  natural  sequence,  that  the  Confederate 
States  can  have  no  claim  upon  the  negro 
soldiers  captured  by  them  from^  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  because  of  the  former 
ownership  of  them  by  their  citizens  or  sub- 
jects, and  only  claim  such  as  result,  under 
the  laws  of  war,  from  their  captor  merely. 

Do  the  Confederate  authorities  claim  the 
right  to  reduce  to  a  state  of  slavery  free 
men,  prisoners  of  war  captured  by  them  ? 
This  claim  our  fathers  fought  against  under 
Bainbridge  and  Decatur,  when  set  up  by 
the  Barbary  Powers  on  the  northern  shore 
of  Africa,  about  the  year  1800,  and  in  1864 
their  children  will  hardly  yield  it  upon  their 
own  soil. 

This  point  I  will  not  pursue  further,  be- 
cause I  understand  you  to  repudiate  the  idea 
that  you  will  reduce  free  men  to  slaves  be- 
cause of  capture  in  war,  and  that  you  base 
the  claim  of  the  Confederate  authorities  to 
re-enslave  our  negro  soldiers,  when  captured 
by  you.  upon  the  "^ws  post  limini,"  or  that 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations  which  inhab- 
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ilitates  the  former  owner  with  his  property 
taken  by  an  enemy,  -when  such  property  is 
recovered  by  the  forces  of  his  own  country. 

Or  in  other  words,  you  claim  that,  by  the 
laws  of  nations  and  of  war,  when  property  of 
the  subjects  of  one  belligerent  power,  cap- 
tured by  the  forces  of  the  other  belligerent, 
is  recaptured  by  the  armies  of  the  former 
owner,  then  such  property  is  to  be  restored 
to  its  prior  possessor,  as  if  it  had  never  been 
captured,  and  therefore,  under  this  principle, 
your  authorities  propose  to  restore  to  their 
masters  tlie  slaves  which  heretofore  belonged 
to  them  which  you  may  capture  from  us. 

But  this  post  liuiinary  right  under  whicli 
you  claim  to  act,  as  understood  and  defined 
by  all  -^Titers  on  national  law,  is  applicable 
simply  to  immovable  properly,  and  that,  too, 
only  after  complete  resubjugation  of  that 
portion  of  the  country  in  which  the  property 
is  situated,  upon  which  this  right  fastens 
itself.  By  the  laws  and  customs  of  war,  this 
right  has  never  been  applied  to  movable 
property. 

True  it  is,  I  believe,  that  the  Eomans  at- 
tempted to  apply  it  to  the  case  of  slaves,  but 
for  two  thousand  years  no  other  nation  has 
attempted  to  set  up  this  right  as  ground  for 
treating  slaves  differently  irom  other  prop- 
erty. 

But  the  Romans  even  refused  to  re-enslave 
men  captured  from  opposing  belHgerents  in 
a  civil  war,  such  as  ours  unhappily  is. 

Consistently  then  with  any  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  treating  slaves  as  property 
merely,  it  would  seem  to  be  impossible  for  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  permit 
the  negroes  in  their  ranks  to  be  re-enslaved 
when  captured,  or  treated  otherwise  than  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  forborne,  sir,  in  this  discussion,  to 
argue  the  question  upon  any  other  or  diiFer- 
ent  ground  of  right  than  those  adopted  by 
your  authorities  in  claiming  the  negro  as 
property,  because  I  understand  that  your 
fabric  of  opposition  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  the  right  of  property  in 
man  as  its  corner-stone.  Of  course  it  would 
not  be  profitable  in  settling  a  question  of  ex- 
change of  prisoners  of  war  to  attempt  to  argue 
the  question  of  abandonment  of  the  very  cor- 
ner-stone of  their  attempted  political  edifice. 
Therefore  I  have  admitted  all  the  considera- 
tions which  should  apply  to  the  negio  soldier 
as  a  man,  and  dealt  with  him  upon  the  Con- 
federate theory  of  property  only. 

I  unite  with  you  most  cordially,  sir,  in  de- 
siring a  speedy  settlement  of  all  these  ques- 
tions, in  view  of  the  great  suifering  endured 
by  our  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  your  author- 
ities, of  which  you  so  feelingly  speak.  Let 
me  ask,  in  view  of  that  sutfering,  why  you 
have  delayed  eight  months  to  answer  a  prop- 
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osition  which  by  now  accepting  you  admit  to 
be  right,  just,  and  humane,  allowing  that 
sufFerm^  to  continue  so  long  ?  One  cannot 
help  thmking,  even  at  jthe  risk  of  being 
deemed  uncharitable,  that  the  benevolent 
sj'mpathies  of  the  Confederate  authorities 
have  been  lately  stirred  by  the  depleted  con- 
dition of  their  armies,  and  a  desire  to  get  into 
the  field,  to  affect  the  present  campaign,  the 
hale,  hearty,  and  well-fed  prisoners  held  by 
the  United  States  in  exchange  for  the  half- 
starved,  sick,  enaaciated,  and  unserviceable 
soldier  of  the  United  States  now  languishing 
in  your  prisons.  The  events  of  this  war, 
if  we  did  not  know  it  before,  have  taught  us 
that  it  is  not  the  Northern  portion  of  the 
American  people  alone  who  know  how  to 
drive  sharp  bargains. 

The  wrongs,  indignities,  and  privations 
Buffered  by  our  soldiers  would  move  me  to 
consent  to  anything  to  procure  their  ex- 
change, except  to  barter  away  the  honor  and 
faith  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  so  solemnly  pledged  to  the 
colored  soldiers  in  its  ranks. 

Consistently  with  national  faith  and  justice 
we  cannot  relinquish  this  position.  With 
your  authorities  it  is  a  question  of  property 
merely.  It  seems  to  address  itself  to  you  in 
this  form.     WiU  you  suffer  your  soldier,  cap- 


tured in  fighting  your  battles,  to  be  in  con- 
finement for  months  rather  than  release  him 
by  giving  for  him  that  which  you  call  a  piece 
of  property,  and  which  we  are  willing  to  ac- 
cept as  a  man  ? 

You  certainly  appear  to  place  less  value 
upon  your  soldier  than  you  do  upon  your 
negro.  I  assure  you,  much  as  we  of  the 
North  are  accused  of  loving  property,  our 
citizens  would  have  no  difficulty  in  yielding 
up  any  piece  of  property  they  have  in  ex- 
change for  one  of  their  brothers  or  sons  lan- 
guishmg  in  your  prisons.  Certainly  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  they  would  do  so 
were  that  piece  of  property  less  in  value 
than  five  thousand  dollars  in  Confederate 
money,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  price  of 
an  able-bodied  negro  in  the  insurrectionary 
States. 

Trusting  that  I  may  receive  such  a  reply 
to  the  questions  propounded  in  this  note,  as 
will  tend  to  a  speedy  resumption  of  the  ne- 
gotiations in  a  full  exchange  of  all  prisoners, 
and  a  deliveiy  of  them  to  their  respective 
authorities, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  Respectfully, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-Qeaeral,  and  Conuuissiouer  of  Exchangee. 
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"     ALEXANDER  II.  STEPHENS  AGAINST  THE  EEBELLION. 

There  is  an  almost  official  confession  of  the  "  folly,  wickedness,  and  madness  "  of  tha 
Rebellion,  in  a  speech  made  by  the  so-called  Vice-President,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  in 
Georgia,  in  January,  1861,  before  it  broke  out,  and  made  to  prevent  it.  The  whole  speech 
has  been  often  printed  since.     We  have  room  only  for  a  part. 


"  When  we  of  the  South  demanded  the 
slave-trade,  or  the  importation  of  Africans 
for  the  cultivation  of  our  lands,  did  they  not 
yield  the  right  for  twenty  years  ?  When  we 
asked  a  three-fifths  representation  in  Con- 
gress for  our  slaves,  was  it  not  granted  ? 
When  we  asked  and  demanded  the  return 
of  any  fugitive  from  justice,  or  the  recovery 
of  those  persons  owing  labor  or  allegiance, 
was  it  not  incorporated  in  the  Constitution, 
and  again  ratified  and  strengthened  in  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law  of  1850V 

"  But  do  you  reply,  that  in  many  instances 
they  have  violated  this  compact,  and  have 
not  been  faithful  to  their  engagements  ?  As 
indi\-iduals  and  local  communities  they  may 
have  done  so,  but  not  by  the  sanction  of 
government ;  for  that  has  always  been  true 
to  Southern  interests.  Again,  gentlemen, 
look  at  another  fact :  When  we  have  asked 
that  more  territory'  should  be  added,  that  we 
might  spread  the  institution  of  Slavery,  have 
they  not  yielded  to  our  demands  in  giving  us 
Louisana,  Florida,  and  Texas,  out  of  which 
four  States  have  been  carved,  and  ample  ter- 
ritory for  four  more  to  be  added  in  due  time, 
if  you,  by  this  unwise  and  impolite  act,  do 
not  destroy  this  hope,  and  perhaps  by  it  lose 
all,  and  have  your  last  slave  wrenched  from 
you  by  stern  military  rule,  as  South  America 
and  Mexico  were ;  or  by  the  vindictive  de- 
cree of  a  universal  emancipation,  which  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  follow  ? 

"  But,  again,  gentlemen,  what  have  we  to 
gain  by  this  proposed  change  of  our  relation 
to  the  general  government  ?  We  have  al- 
ways had  the  control  of  it,  and  can  yet,  if 
we  remain  in  it,  and  are  as  united  as  we 
have  been.  We  have  had  a  majority  of  the 
Presidents  chosen  from  the  South,  as  well 
as  the  control  and  management  of  most  of 
those  chosen  from  the  North.  We  have  had 
sixty  yeai-s  of  Southern  Presidents  to  their 
twenty-four,  thus  controlling  the  Executive 
department.  So  of  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  we  have  had  eighteen  from 
the  South,  and  but  eleven  from  the  North ; 
although  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  judical 
business  has  arisen  in  the  Free  States,  yet 
a  majority  of  the    Court  has  always  been 


from  the  South.  This  we  have  required, 
so  as  to  guard  against  any  interpretation  of 
the  Constitution  unfavorable  to  us.  In  Hka 
manner  we  have  been  equally  watchful  to 
guard  our  interests  in  the  Legislative  branch 
of  government.  In  choosing  the  presiding 
Presidents  (pro  tern.)  of  the  Senate,  we  have 
had  twenty-four  to  their  eleven.  Speakers 
of  the  House,  we  have  had  twenty-three, 
and  they  twelve.  ^Tiile  the  majority  of 
the  Representatives,  from  their  greater  pop- 
ulation, have  always  been  from  the  North, 
yet  we  have  generally  secured  the  Speak- 
er, because  he,  to  a  great  extent,  shapes 
and  controls  the  legislation  of  the  country. 
Nor  have  we  had  less  control  in  every  other 
department  of  the  general  government.  At- 
torney-generals we  have  had  fourteen,  while 
the  North  have  had  but  five.  Foreign  min- 
isters we  have  had  eighty-six,  and  they  but 
fifty  four.  While  three-fourths  of  the  busi- 
ness which  demands  diplomatic  agents 
abroad  is  clearly  from  the  Free  States, 
from  theii'  greater  commercial  interests,  yet 
we  have  had  the  principal  embassies,  so  as 
to  secure  the  world  markets  for  our  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  sugar,  on  the  best  possible 
terms.  We  have  had  a  vast  majority  of 
the  higher  offices  of  both  army  and  navy, 
while  a  larger  proportion  of  the  soldiers  and 
saUors  were  drawn  from  the  North.  Equal- 
ly so  of  clerks,  auditors,  and  comptrollers 
filling  the  Executive  department;  the  rec- 
ords "show  for  the  last  fiily  years,  that  of 
the  three  thousand  thus  employed,  we  have 
had  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  same,  whild 
we  have  but  one-third  of  the  white  popula- 
tion of  the  Republic. 

"  Again,  look  at  another  item,  and  one,  be 
assured,  in  which  we  have  a  great  and  vital 
interest ;  it  is  that  of  revenue,  or  means  of 
supporting  government.  From  official  doc- 
uments, we  learn  that  a  fraction  over  three- 
fourths  of  the  revenue  collected  for  the 
support  of  government  has  uniformly  been 
raised  from  the  North. 

"  Leaving  out  of  view,  for  the  present,  tha 
countless  millions  of  dollars  you  must  ex- 
pend in  a  war  with  the  North,  with  tens  of 
thousands  of  your  sons  and  brothers  slain  in 
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battle,  and  offered  up  as  sacrifices  upon  the  I  ures,  and  the  most  inspiring  in  its  principles 
altar  of  your  ambition,  —  and  for  what,  we   /o   elevate  the  rare  of  men,  that  the  sun  of 

heaven  ever  shone  upon. 

"  Now,  for  you  to  attempt  to  overthrow 
such  a  government  as  this,  under  which  we 
have  lived  for  more  than  three-quarters  of  a 
century  —  in  which  we  have  gained  our 
wealth,  our  standing  as  a  nation,  our  domes- 
tic safety  while  the  elements  of  peril  are 
around  us,  with  peace  and  tranquillity  ac- 
companied with  imbounded  prosperity  and 
rights  unassailed — is  the  height  of  madness, 
folly,  and  wickedness,  to  which  I  can  neither 
lend  my  sanction  nor  my  vote." 


ask  again  ?  Is  it  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
American  government,  established  by  |^our 
common  ancestry,  cemented  and  built  up 
by  their  sweat  and  blood,  and  founded  on 
the  broad  principles  of  Right.,  Justice,  and 
Humanity?  And,  as  such,  I  must  declare 
here,  as  I  have  often  done  before,  and  which 
has  been  repeated  by  the  greatest  and  wisest 
of  statesmen  and  patriots  in  this  and  other 
lands,  that  it  is  the  best  and  freest  govern- 
ment, the  most  equal  in  its  rights,  the  most  just 
in  its  decisions,  the  most  lenient  in  its  meas- 


Office  of  Littell's  Living  Age,  Boston. 

Thank  God  that  some,  who  have  read  that  part  of  this  report  which  was  copied  into  the 
Living  Age  a  fortnight  ago,  have  submitted  their  minds  to  the  accumulated  proof  of  the 
hoiTible  atrocity  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the  fiendish  character  of  its  leaders.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  exposure,  so  able  and  so  complete,  made  in  such  a  calm,  clear,  and  Chris- 
tian spirit,  will  induce  many  to  lay  aside  their  life-long  prejudice  against  any  "  interfer- 
ence with  Southern  institutions,"  —  a  prejudice  so  rooted  as  to  have  lasted  even  after  the 
sacred  institution  had  openly  made  war  against  their  country. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  former  part,  a  subscriber,  remitting  payment  for  another 
year,  says,  "  I  am  sorry  to  see  The  Living  Age  hoist  the  Black  Abolition  Flag."  Look 
again,  dear  sir,  as  the  mist  clears  off;  it  is  not  blade :  it  is  "  Red,  White  and  Blue ; "  "  'Tia 
the  Star-spangled  Banner,"  the  National  Flag  upheld  by  the  President,  by  Congress,  and 
by  the  nation. 

The  People  of  the  United  States,  in  the  election  which  has  just  taken  place,  have  mani- 
fested not  only  their  fixed  purpose  to  sustain  the  Government  and  nation  which  our  fathers 
planted,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  but  also  to  uphold  the  present  administration  in  its 
slowly-matured  determination  to  root  out  the  cause  which  has  placed  them  in  peril. 

The  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  carried  on  by  the  rebels  has  been  worthy  of 
the  object  for  which  it  was  begun ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  any  patriotic  or  humane 
man  can  hereafter  be  found  acting  with  their  Northern  and  European  sympathizers. 

Finally,  lift  the  next  leaf,  and  see  some  few  proofs  of  the  enormous  wickedness  which 
these  Accessories  after  the  fact  have  to  sanction. 
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IMPRISONMENT  AT  BELLE  ISLE. 


Accurately  copied  from  the  Original  Photograplis  taken  at  United  States  General 
Hospital,  Division  No.  1,  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Commission. 
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SECESSION". 


In  the  year  1850,  after  the  admission  of  California  as  a  free  state,  seces- 
sion was  urged  by  a  strong  party  in  South  Carolina ;  but  when  a  convention 
was  held  in  Charleston,  it  was  found  that  the  so-called  co-operationists — 
that  is  to  say  those  who  were  in  favor  of  secession,  indeed,  but  only  con- 
jointly with  other  states — were  in  the  majority.  The  Union-men  of  the 
state,  desirous  of  doing,  on  their  part,  whatever  might  be  in  their  power, 
to  strengthen  th"  Union  feeling,  resolved,  in  1851,  to  celebrate,  by  a  mass- 
meeting  at  Greenville,  S  C  ,  the  Fourth  of  July,  a  day  already  then  fre- 
quently spoken  of  with  little  respect.  Many  citizens  were  invited,  either 
to  be  present,  or  "  to  give  their  views  in  writing  at  length,"  should  they 
be  prevented  from  participatin,^  in  the  celebration.  The  author  was 
amoiiLr  the  invited  guests  ;  but.  being  on  the  point  of  leaving  South  Caro- 
lina for  some  months,  he  wrote  the  following  address,  which  was  read 
and  published  in  the  papers  of  tlie  day,  from  one  of  which  he  now  copies  it. 


t 
Fellow-Citizens  :  This  is  the  Fourth  of  July  !     There 

is  a  fragrance  about  the  month  of  July,  delightful  and  re- 
freshing to  every  friend  of  freedom.  It  was  on  the  sixth  day 
of  this  month  that  Leonidas  and  his  martyr  hand,  faithful 
"  to  the  laws  of  their  country^"  even  unto  death,  sacrificed 
themselves,  not  to  obtain  a  victory — they  knew  that  that 
was  beyond  their  reach — but  to  do  more — to  leave  to  their 
state*  and  their  country,  and  to  every  successive  generation 
of  patriots,  to  the  end  of  time,  the  memory  of  men  that 
could  "  obey  the  law,"  and  prepare  themselves  for  a  certain 
death  for  their  country,  as  for  a  joyful  wedding  feast.  It  was 
on  the  ninth  day  of  this  month,  that  the  Swiss  peasants  dared 
tc  make  a  stand  at  Sempach,  against  Austria — then,  as  now, 
the  drag-chain  to  the  chariot  of  advancing  Europe — that 
memorable  day  when  Arnold  Winkelried,  seeing  that  his 
companions  hesitated  before  the  firm  rampart  of  lances  level- 
ed against  thr-m  by  the  Austrian  knights,  cfied  out :  "'Friends, 
I'll  make  a  lane  for  you  !  Think  of  my  dear  wife  and  chil- 
dren ?" — grasped,  as  he  was  a  man  of  great  strength,  a  whole 
bundle  of  the  enemy's  pikes,  buried  them  in  his  breast,  and 


made  a  breach,  so  that  over  him  and  the  knights  whom  he 
had  dragged  down  with  him,  his ,  brethren  could  enter  the 
hostile  ranks,  and  with  them  victory  for  Switzerland  and 
liberty  ;  and  Arnold's  carcass,  mangled  and  trodden  down, 
became  the  corner-stone  of  the  Helvetic  Republic.  It  was 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  this  month  that  the  French,  awaken- 
ed from  a  lethargy  into  which  an  infamous  despotism  had 
dragged  them,  stormed  and  conquered  that  castle  of  tyranny, 
the  ominous  key  of  which  Lafayette  .sent  to  our  Washing- 
ton, who  sacredly  kept  it  to  the  last  day  of  his  life,  so 
that  every  visitor  could  see  it,  as  the  choicest  present  ever 
offered  to  him  to  whom  we  owe  so  much  of  our  liberty 
and  of  the  existence  of  our  great  commonwealth.  And  it 
was  on  this  day  i'lit  our  forefathers  signed  that  Independ- 
ence, which  many  of  them  sealed  with  their  blood,  and  which 
the  others,  not  permitted  to  die  for  their  cause,  soon  after 
raised  to  a  great  historical  reality,  by  the  boldest  conception 
— by  engrafting  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  kind, 
a  representative  and  complete  political  organism  on  a  con- 
federacy of  states,  nicely  adjusted,  yet  with  an  expansive  and 
assimilative  vitality. 

These  are  solemn  recollections.  As  the  pious  Christian 
recounts  the  sacrifices  and  the  victories  of  his  church  with 
burning  gratitude  and  renewed  pledges  to  live  worthy  of 
them,  so  does  the  fervent  patriot  remember  these  deeds  with 
rekindled  affection,  and  resolutions  not  to  prove  unworthy  of 
such  examples  and  unmindful  of  so  great  an  inheritance,  but 
on  the  contrary,  to  do  whatever  in  him  lies  to  transmit  the 
talent  he  has  received  from  his  fathers,  undiminished,  and,  if 
God  permits,  increased,  to  his  successors. 

Yet  there  are  those  in  this  country  who  daringly  pretend  to 
make  light  of  the  great  boon  received  from  our  flithers — of 
this,  by  far  the  greatest  act  of  our  history — of  that  act  l)y 
which  we  stand  forth  among  the  nations  of  the  earth — -the 
Union.  There  have,  been  patriots  as  devoted  as  ours — there 
have  been  republics  besides  ours — there  have  been  spreading 
nations  like  ours — there  have  been  bold  adventurers  j)ressing 
on  into  distant  regions  before  ours — there  have  been  confed- 


eracies  in  antiquity  and  modem  times  besides  ours, — but 
there  has  never  been  a  union  of  free  states  like  ours,  cemented 
by  a  united  representation  of  the  single  states,  and  of  the 
people  at  large,  woven  together  into  a  true  government  like 
ours  ;  leaving  separate  what  ought  to  be  separated,  and  yet 
uniting  the  whole  by  a  broadcast  and  equal  representation, 
changing  with  the  changing  population,  so  that  we  cannot 
fall  into  a  dire  Peloponnesian  war,  in  which  Athens  and 
Sparta  struggled  for  the  leadership,  that  internecine  war  into 
which  all  other  confederacies  have  fallen,  and  in  which  they 
have  buried  themselves  under  their  own  ruins,  unless  they 
have  slowly  glided  into  submission  to  one  Holland,  or  one 
Austria,  or  one  Berne.  Many  federations,  indeed,  have  had 
to  bear  the  larger  part  of  both  the  evils. 

There  are  those  who  pretend  to  make  liglit  of  the  Union  ; 
there  are  those  who  wilfully  shut  their  eyes  to  the  many  posi- 
tive blessings  she  has  bestowed  upon  us,  and  who  seem  to 
forget  that  the  good  which  the  Union,  with  her  Supreme 
Court,  or  any  other  vast  and  lasting  institution,  bestows 
upon  men,  consists  as  much  in  preventing  evils  as  in  shower- 
ing benefits  into  our  laps.  There  are  those  who  will  not  see 
or  hear  what  is  happening  before  our  own  eyes  in  other  coun- 
tries— in  Germany,  for  instance — that  living,  yet  bleeding, 
ailing,  writhing,  humbled  commentator  on  Disunion.  Ah  ! 
fellow-citizens,  you  can  but  fear,  and  justly  fear,  that  of  dis- 
union which  I  know.  With  you  the  evils  of  disunion  are 
happily  but  matter  of  apprehension  ;  with  me,  unhappily, 
matter  of  living  knowledge.  I  am  like  a  man  who  knows 
the  plague,  because  he  has  been  in  the  East,  where  he  wit- 
nessed its  ravages  ;  you  only  know  it  from  description — and 
easily  may  it  be  understood  why  I  shudder  when  I  hear  per- 
sons speak  of  the  plague  with  trifling  flippancy,  or  courtiDg 
the  appalling  distemper  to  come  and  make  its  pleasant  home 
among  us,  as  a  sweet  blessing  which  Providence  has  never 
yet  vouchsafed  to  us. 

There  are  those  who  seem  to  imagine  that  the  Union  might 
be  broken  up  and  a  new  confederacy  be  formed  with  the  ease 
and  precision  with  which  the  glazier  breaks  his  brittle  sub- 


stance  along  the  line  which  his  tiny  diamond  lias  drawn — 
forgetting  that  no  great  institution,  and,  least  of  all,  a  coun- 
try, has  ever  broken  up  or  can  break  up  in  peace,  and  with- 
out a  struggle  commensurate  to  its  own  magnitude  ;  and 
that  when  vehement  passion  dashes  down  a  noble  mirror,  no 
one  can  hope  to  gather  a  dozen  well-framed  looking-glasses 
from  the  ground. 

There  are  those  even  who  think  that  the  lines  along  which 
our  Union  will  split,  are  ready- marked  like  the  grooved  lines 
on  some  soft  substance,  intended  from  the  beginning  to  be 
broken  into  parts  for  ultimate  use. 

There  are  those  who  speak  of  the  remedy  of  secession — a 
remedy — an  amputation  would  be  a  remedy,  indeed,  to  cure 
a  troublesome  com,  or  as  cutting  one's  throat  would  remedy 
a  migraine. 

There  are  those,  even,  it  seems  to  me,  who  have  first  rashly 
conceived  of  secession  as  a  remedy,  and  now  adhere  to  it  as 
the  end  and  object  to  be  attained,  when  they  are  shown  that 
it  would  not  cure  the  evils  complained  of,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  induce  others,  infinitely  greater  and  infinitely 
more  numerous.  They  fall  into  the  common  error  of  getting 
so  deeply  interested  in  the  means,  that  the  object  for  the  ob- 
taining of  which  the  means  was  first  selected  is  forgotten. 
But  though  the  error  be  of  daily  occurrence,  it  is  a  fearful 
one  in  this  case,  because  the  consequence  would  be  appalling. 
They  almost  remind  us  of  those  good  people  in  Tuscany,  who 
had  contracted  so  great  a  fondness  for  St.  Komualdus,  that 
when  the  saint  had  concluded  to  remove  from  among  them, 
they  resolved,  in  a  grave  town-meeting,  to  slay  their  patron 
saint,  so  that  they  might  have  at  least  his  bones,  and  wor- 
ship them  as  sacred  relics. 

We  have  heard  much  of  secession.  It  is  still  daily  dinning 
in  our  ears.  What  is  secession  ?  Is  it  revolution,  or  is  it  a 
lawful  remedy  to  which  a  state  is  permitted  to  resort  in  right 
of  its  own  sovereignty  ?  Many  persons — and  there  are  some 
of  high  authority  in  other  matters  among  them — maintain 
that  even  though  it  might  not  be  expedient  in  the  present 
case,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the   right  of  seceding  belongs 


to  every  state.  I  have  given  all  the  attention,  and  applied 
all  the  earnest  study  that  I  am  capable  of  to  this  subject  ; 
and  everything — our  history,  the  framing  of  our  Constitution, 
the  correspondence  of  the  framers,  the  conduct  of  our  coun- 
try, the  actions  of  our  states— all  prove  to  my  mind  that 
such  is  not  the  case.  It  has  been  often  asserted  that  the 
states  are  sovereign  ;  and  they  would  not  be  so  could  they 
not,  among  other  things,  withdraw  from  the  Union  whenever 
they  think  fit.  This  is  purely  begging  the  question.  The 
question  is  what  sovereignty  is,  and  what,  in  particular,  it 
means  when  the  term  is  applied  to  our  confederated  states. 
No  word  is  used  in  more  different  applications  than  this  term 
"sovereign  ;"  but  in  no  sense,  whatever  width  and  breadth  be 
given  to  it  in  this  or  any  other  case,  does  it  mean  absolute 
and  unlimited  power,  if  we  speak  of  men.  There  is  but  one 
absolute  ruler — one  true  sovereign.  Unlimited  power  is  not 
for  men  ;  and  the  legal  sage,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  went  so  far 
as  to  declare,  in  the  memorable  debates  on  the  petition  of 
rights,  that  "  sovereignty  is  no  parliamentary  word."  This 
is  not  the  place  where  so  subtle  and  comprehensive  a  subject 
can  be  thoroughly  discussed,  but  I  may  be  permitted  to 
touch  upon  a  few  points  which  may  be  examined  here  with- 
out inconvenience. 

What  is  right  for  one  state,  must  needs  be  right  for  all 
the  others.  As  to  South  Carolina,  we  can  just  barely  imag- 
ine the  possibility  of  her  secession,  owing  to  her  situation  near 
the  border  of  the  sea.  But  wliat  would  she  have  said  a  few 
years  ago,  or  what  indeed  would  she  say  now — I  speak  of  South 
Carolina,  less  the  secessionists — if  a  state  of  the  interior, 
say  Ohio,  were  to  vindicate  the  presumed  right  of  secession, 
and  to  declare  that,  being  tired  of  a  republican  government, 
she  prefers  to  establish  a  monarchy  with  some  prince,  im- 
ported, all  dressed  and  legitimate,  from  that  country  where 
princes  grow  in  abundance,  and  whence  Greece,  Belgium,  and 
Portugal,  have  been  furnished  with  ready-made  royalties — 
what  would  we  say  ?  We  would  simply  say,  this  cannot  be 
and  must  not  be.  In  forming  the  Union  we  have  each  given 
up  some  attributes,  to  receive,  in  turn^  advantages  of  the  last 


importance  ;  and  we  have  in  consequence  so  shaped  and  bal- 
anced all  our  systems  that  no  member  can  withdraw  without 
deranging  and  embarrassing  all,  and  ultimately  destroying 
the  whole. 

But  does  not  the  Constitution  say  that  every  power  not 
granted  in  that  instrument  shall  be  reserved  for  each  state  ? 
Assuredly  it  does.  But  this  very  provision  is  founded  upon 
the  supposition  of  the  existence  of  two  powers,  the  general 
and  the  state  governments.  The  Constitution  is  intended 
to  regulate  the  affairs  between  them  ;  secession,  however, 
annihilates  one  party- — the  general  government — so  far  as 
the  seceding  state  is  concerned.  The  supposition  that  the 
Constitution  itself  contains  the  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the 
right  of  secession,  would  amount  to  an  assumption  that  a 
principle  of  self-destruction  had  been  infused  by  its  own 
makers  into  the  very  instrument  which  constructs  the  gov- 
ernment. It  would  amount  to  much  the  same  provision 
which  was  contained  in  the  first  democratic  constitution  of 
France,  namely,  that  if  government  acts  against  the  law, 
every  citizen  has  the  duty  to  take  up  arms  against  it.  This 
was,  indeed,  declaring  Jacobinical  democracy  tempered  by 
revolution,  as  a  writer  has  called  Turkey  a  despotism  tem- 
pered by  regicide. 

And  can  we  imagine  that  men  so  sagacious,  so  far-seeing, 
©n  the  one  hand,  and  so  thoroughly  schooled  by  experience 
on  the  other,  as  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  were,  have 
just  omitted,  by  some  oversight,  to  speak  on  so  important  a 
point  ?  One  of  the  greatest  jurists  of  Germany  said  to  me 
at  Frankfort,  when  the  Constituent  Parliament  was  there 
assembled,  of  which  he  was  a  member  :  "  The  more  I  study 
your  Constitution,  the  more  I  am  amazed  at  the  wise  fore- 
cast of  its  makers,  and  the  manly  forbearance  which  pre- 
vented them  from  entering  into  any  unnecessary  details,  so 
easily  embarrassing  at  a  later  period."  They  would  not  de- 
serve this  praise,  or,  in  fact,  our  respect,  had  they  been 
guilty  of  a  neglect  such  as  has  been  supposed.  Can  we,  in 
our  sober  senses,  imagine  that  they  believed  in  the  right  of 
secession,  when  they  did  not  even  stipulate  a  fixed  time  ne- 
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eessaiy  to  give  notice  of  a  contemplated  secession — knowing, 
as  they  did,  quite  as  well  as  we  do,  that  not  even  a  common 
treaty  of  defence  or  oifence — no,  not  even  one  of  trade  and 
amity — is  ever  entered  into  by  independent  j)owers,  without 
stipulating  the  period  which  must  elapse  between  informing 
the  other  parties  of  an  intended  withdrawal  and  the  time 
when  it  actually  can  take  place  ;  and  when  they  knew  per- 
fectly well  that,  unless  such  a  provision  is  contained  in 
treaties,  all  international  law  interprets  them  as  perpetual ; 
when  they  knew  that  not  even  two  merchants  join  in  part- 
nership without  providing  for  the  period  necessary  to  give 
iiotice  of  an  intended  dissolution  of  the  house  ?  It  seems  to 
me  preposterous  to  suppose  it.  The  absence  of  all  mention 
of  secession  must  be  explained  on  the  same  ground  on  which 
the  omission  of  parricide  in  the  first  Roman  penal  laws  was 
explained — no  one  thought  of  such  a  deed. 

Those  that  so  carefully  drew  up  our  Constitution  cannot 
be  blamed  for  not  having  thought  of  this  extravagance,  be- 
cause it  had  never  been  dreamt  of  in  any  confederacy,  an- 
cient, medieval,  or  modern.  Never  has  there  existed  an  ar- 
chitect so  jjresumptuous  as  to  consider  himself  able  to  build 
an  arch  equal  to  its  purpose  and  use,  yet  each  stone  of  which 
should  be  so  loose  that  it  might  be  removed  at  any  time, 
leaving  a  sort  of  abstract  arch,  fit  to  support  abstractions 
only — as  useful  in  reality  as  the  famous  knife  without  a 
blade,  of  which  the  handle  was  missing.  Those  that  insist 
on  the  right  of  secession  fi  om  the  Union,  must  necessarily 
admit  the  correlative  right  of  expulsion  on  the  part  of  the 
Union.     Are  they  prepared  for  this  ? 

If  the  Constitution  says  nothing  on  secession  ;  if  it  cannot 
be  supposed  to  exist  by  implication  ;  if  we  cannot  deduce  it 
from  the  idea  of  sovereignty,  it  may  be  worth  our  while  to 
inquire  into  the  common  law  of  mankind  on  thi-s  subject. 
The  common  law  in  this  case  is  history. 

Now,  I  have  taken  -the  pains  of  examining  all  confed- 
eracies of  wliich  we  have  an}^  knowledge.  In  none  of  the 
many  Greek  confederacies  did  the  right  of  secession  exist,  so 
far  as  we  can  trace  theii-  fundamental  principles.     In  some 


rare  cases  an  unfaithful  member  may  have  been  expelled. 
But  in  the  most  important  of  all  these  confederacies ,  and  in 
that  which  received  the  most  complete  organization, 
resembling,  in  man)'  points,  our  own — in  the<  Achae- 
an League,  there  existed  no  right  of  secession, 
and  this  is  proved  by  the  following  case  : — When 
the  Romans  had  obtained  the  supremacy  over  Hellas,  and 
Greece  was  little  more  than  a  province  of  Rome,  the  -^tolians 
respectfully  waited  upon  the  Roman  commissioner,  Gallus, 
to  solicit  permission  to  secede  from  the  league.  He  sent  them 
to  the  Senate,  and  the  secessionists  obtained  at  Rome  the  per- 
mission to  withdraw — no  "  leading  case,"  I  suppose,  for 
Americans.  The  Amphictyonic  Council  allowed  of  no  seces- 
sion. It  was  Pan  Hellenic,  and  never  meant  to  be  otherwise. 
The  medieval  leagues  of  the  Lombard  cities,  of  the  Swabian 
cities,  and  of  the  Rhenish  cities,  permitted  no  spontaneous 
withdrawal ;  but  the  fortunes  of  the  fiercest  wars  waged 
against  them  by  the  nobility,  would  occasionally  wrench  off  a 
member  and  produce  disruptions.  The  great  Hanseatic 
League,  which,  by  its  powerful  union  of  distant  cities,  became 
one  of  the  most  efficient  agents  in  civilizing  Europe,  and  which, 
as  ]\Ir.  Huskisson  stated  in  Parliament,  carried  trade  and 
manufacture  into  England,  knew  nothing  of  secession  until 
the  year  1630,  when  the  princes,  greedy  for  the  treasureb  of 
her  cities,  had  decreed  her  destruction,  and  forced  many  mem- 
bers to  secede.     This  is  no  leading  case  either. 

The  Swiss  Confederacy,  the  Germanic  Federation,  knew 
and  know  nothing  of  secession  ;  nor  did  the  United  States  of 
the  Netherlands — so  much  studied  by  some  of  our  framers, 
and  by  Washington  among  them — admit,  the  withdrawal  of 
any  single  state.  The  great  "  Utrecht  Union"  of  1577,  was 
for  ever  ;  yet  the  Netherlands  formed  a  real  confederacy. 

All  these  confederacies  consisted  of  a  far  looser  web  than 
ours  ;  none  had  a  federal  government  comparable  to  ours  ; 
yet  they  never  contemplated  such  a  right.  And  should  we  do 
so — we,  with  a  firmer  union,  a  better  understanding  of  p()li- 
tics,  a  nobler  consciousness  of  our  mission  as  a  nation,  and 
greater  blessings  at  stake  ?     Should  we,  indeed,  of  all  men 
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that  ever  united  into  federations,  treat  our  government,  by 
which  we  excel  all  other  united  governments,  as  a  sort  of  po- 
litical picnic  to  which  the  invited  guest  may  go  and  carry  his 
share  of  the  viands  or  not,  as  he  thinks  fit,  or  the  humor  may 
move  him  ?  Are  all  the  rights  on  the  side  of  the  states — 
that  is,  tlie  individuals — and  all  the  obligations,  and  obliga- 
tions, only,  on  the  side  of  the  confederacy — that  is,  the 
whole  ?  This  doctrine  is  the  French  theory  of  excessive 
individual  right  and  personal  sovereignty  applied  to  states, 
and  naught  else. 

I  ask,  will  any  one  who  desires  secession  for  the  sake  of 
bringing  about  a  Southern  Confederacy,  honestly  aver  that 
lie  would  insist  upon  a  provision  in  the  new  constitution  se- 
curing the  full  right  of  secession  whenever  it  may  be  desired 
by  any  member  of  the  expected  confederacy  ? 

To  secede,  then,  requires  revolution.  Revolution  for  what  ? 
To  remedy  certain  evils.  And  how  are  they  to  be  remedied  ? 
It  is  a  rule  laid  down  among  all  the  authorities  of  interna- 
tional law  and  ethics,  that  to  be  justified  in  going  to  war  it 
is  not  sufficient  that  righo  be  on  our  side.  We  must  also 
have  a  fair  prospect  of  success  in  our  favor.  This  rule  ap- 
plies with  far  greater  force  to  revolutions.  The  Jews  who 
rose  against  Vespasian  had  all  the  right,  I  dare  say,  on  their 
side  ;  but  their  undertaking  was  not  a  warrantable  one  for  all 
that.  We,  however,  should  we  have  sufficient  right  on  our 
side  for  plunging  into  a  revolution — for  letting  loose  a  civil 
war  ?  Does  the  system  against  which  we  should  rise  contain 
within  its  own  bosom  no  peaceful,  lawful  remedies  ? 

We  are  often  told  that  our  forefathers  plunged  into  a  revo- 
lution, why  should  not  we  ?  Even  if  the  two  cases  were  com- 
parable, which  they  are  obviously  not,  I  would  ask,  on  the 
other  hand,  Are  we  to  have  a  revolution  every  fifty  years  ? 
Give  me  the  Muscovite  Czar  rather  than  live  under  such  a 
government,  if  government  it  could  be  called.  I  am  a  good 
swimmer,  but  1  should  not  like  to  spend  niy  life  in  whirlpools. 
And  does  the  question  of  right  or  wrong,  of  truth  and  justice, 
cro  for  nothing;  in  revolutions  ? 

Nor  would  the  probability  of  success  be  in  our  favor,  since 
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it  is  certain  that  secession  cannot  take  place  without  war,  and 
this  war  must  end  in  one  or  the  other  of  two  ways.  It  must 
either  kindle  a  general  conflagration,  or  we  must  suffer,  sin- 
gle-handed, the  consequences  of  our  rashness — hitter  if  we 
succeed  in  lopping  Ourselves  off  from  the  trunk,  bitter  if  we 
cannot  succeed.  Unsuccessful  revolutions  arc  not  only  mis- 
fortunes, they  become  stigmas.  And  what  if  the  conflagration 
becomes  general  ?  Let  us  remember  that  it  is  a  rule  which 
pervades  all  history,  because  it  pervades  every  house,  that  the 
enmity  of  contending  parties  is  implacable  and  venomous  in 
in  the  same  degree  as  they  have  previously  stood  near  each 
other,  or  as  nature  intended  the  relation  of  good  will  to  exist 
between  them.  It  is  the  secret  of  all  civil  and  religious  wars  ; 
it  is  the  secret  of  divided  families  ;  it  is  the  explanation  of 
unrelenting  hatred  between  those  who  once  were  bosom 
friends.  Our  war  would  be  the  repetition  of  the  ^Peloponne- 
sian  War,  or  of  the  German  Thirty  Years'  War,  with 
still  greater  bitterness  between  the  enemies,  because  it  would 
be  far  more  unnatural.  It  would  shed  the  dismal  glare  of 
barbarism  on  the  nineteenth  century.  Have  they  that  long 
for  separation  forgotten  that  England,  at  first  behind  Ger- 
many, France^  Italy,  and  Spain,  rapidly  outstripped  all,  be- 
cause earlier  united,  without  permitting  the  crown  to  absorb 
the  people's  rights  ?  The  separation  of  the  South  from  the 
North  would  speedily  produce  a  manifold  disrupture,  and  bring 
us  back  to  a  heptarchy,  which  was  no  government  of  seven, 
but  a  state  of  things  where  many  worried  all.  If  there  be  a 
book  which  I  would  recommend,  before  all  others,  to  read  at 
this  juncture,  that  book  is  Thucydides.  It  reads  as  if  it  had 
been  written  to  make  us  pause  ;  as  if  the  orators  introduced 
there  had  spoken  expressly  for  our  benefit  ;  as  if  the  falla- 
cies of  our  days  had  all  been  used  and  exposed  at  that  early 
time  ;  and  as  if  in  that  book  a  very  mirror  were  held  up  for 
our  admonition.  Or  we  may  peruse  the  history  of  cumber- 
ed, ailing  Germany,  deprived  of  unity,  dignity,  strength, 
wealth,  peace,  and  liber (y,  because  her  unfortunate  princes 
have  pursued,  with  never-ceasing  eagerness,  what  is  called  in 
that  countrj particularism — that  is,  hostility  of  the  parts  to 
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the  whole  of  Germany,  and  after  the  downfall  of  Napoleon 
preferred  the  salvation  of  their  petty  sovereignties,  confer- 
red upon  them  by  Napoleon,  to  the  grandeur,  peace,  and 
strength  of  their  common  country.  The  history  of  Germany, 
the  battlefield  of  Europe  for  these  three  centuries,  will  tell 
you  what  idol  we  should  worship,  were  we  to  toss  our  bles- 
sings to  the  winds,  and  were  we  to  deprive  mankind  of  the 
proud  example  inviting  to  imitation. 

I  have  already  gone  far  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  a  com- 
munication f  )r  tlie  purpose  for  wliich  the  present  one  is  in- 
tended, and  must  abruptly  conclude  where  so  much  may  yet 
be  said. 

I  will  only  add  that  I,  for  one,  dare  not  do  anything  to- 
ward the  disruption  of  the  Union.  Situated,  as  we  are,  be- 
tween Europe  and  Asia,  on  a  fresh  continent,  I  see  the  finger 
of  God  in  it.  I  believe  our  destiny  to  be  a  high,  a  great,  and 
a  solemn  one,  before  which  the  discussions  now  agitating  us 
shrink  into  much  smaller  dimensions  than  they  appear  if  we 
pay  exclusive  attention  to  them.  I  have  come  to  this  coun- 
try, and  pledged  a  voluntary  oath  to  be  faithful  to  it,  and  I 
will  keep  this  oath.  This  is  my  country  from  the  choice  of 
manhood,  and  not  by  the  chance  of  birth.  In  my  position, 
as  a  servant  of  the  state,  in  a  public  institution  of  education, 
T  have  imposed  upon  myself  the  duty  of  using  my  influence 
with  the  young  neither  one  way  nor  the  other  in  this  discus- 
sion. I  have  scrupulously  and  conscientiously  adhered  to  it 
in  all  my  teaching  and  intercourse.  There  is  not  a  man  or  a 
youth  that  can  gainsay  this.  But  I  am  a  man  and  a  citizen, 
and  as  such  I  have  a  right,  or  the  duty,  as  the  case  may  be, 
to  speak  my  mind  and  my  inmost  convictions  on  solemn  oc- 
casions before  my  fellow-citizens,  and  I  have  thus  not  hesi- 
tated to  put  down  these  remarks.  Take  them,  gentlemen, 
for  what  they  may  be  worth.  They  are,  at  any  rate,  sincere 
and  fervent  ;  an:l,  whatever  judgment  others  may  pass  upon 
them,  or  whatever  attacks  may  be  levelled  against  them,  no 
one  will  be  able  to  say  that  they  can  have  been  made  to  pro- 
mote any  individual  advantages.  God  save  the  common- 
wealth !     God  save  the  commmon  \i0u^  !  C-^-'^-  ■  **C-o 
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The  Loyal  Pltblication  Society  held  its  second  Anniversary 
Meetinf^  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  February  11,  1865,  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Society,  8C3  Broadway. 

The  President,  Dr.  Francis  Libber,  in  the  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Morris  Ketciium,  with  an 
account  current,  sliowing  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Society 
of  $916  30,  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  accepted  and  ordered  on 
file. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Mr.  John  xVustin  Stevens,  Jr., 
read  a  general  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Society,  which, 
on  motion,  was  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Publications  was  read  by 
the  Secretary,  and,  on  motion,  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  by  its 
Chairman  Mr,  W.  T.  Blodgett,  and,  on  motion,  accepted. 

The  Secretary  was  requested  to  superintend  the  printing  of 
the  foregoing  reports,  together  with  the  Record  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  this  the  Second  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Society. 


On  motion  of  Col.  McKaye,  seconded  by  Col.  Le  Grand  B. 
Cannon,  the  thank  s of  the  Society  were  unanimously  tendered 
to  the  President  and  Secretary,  for  the  great  care  and  fidelity 
with  which  they  had  performed  their  duties  and  looked  to  the 
interest  of  the  Society  durino;  the  past  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  seconded  by  Colonel  Mclvaye, 
the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  unanimously  tendered  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  for  their  faithful  attention  to  their  duties, 
and  especially  to  Mr.  Win.  T.  Blodgett,  not  only  for  his  con- 
stant and  assiduous  care  of  the  labor  of  distribution,  but  alsp 
for  his  personal  efforts  so  successfully  made  to  collect  funds  for 
the  Society, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elodgett,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 
unanimously  tendered  to  the  Publication  Committee  and  its 
Chairman  Col.  McKaye,  for  their  faithful  performance  of  their 
arduous  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Putnam,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 
tendered  to  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Morris  Ketchum,  for  his  con- 
tinued kind  and  faitliful  care  of  the  funds  of  the  Society.    • 

The  President  Dr.  Feancis  Liebee  here  addressed  the 
Society : 

•  '  ■  ■  Addeess  of  De.  Liebee. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  aware  that  by  the  rule  adopted  at  the 
last  general  meeting  of  the  Society,  its  officers  and  committees 
are  annually  elected  or  appointed.  The  Reports  which  have 
been  submitted  to  you  have  alluded  to  the  important  labors  of 
the  Society  during  the  season  which  has  past.  The  importance 
of  the  Society  was  acknowledged  last  year,  and  has  been  since 
clearly  established  and  confirmed  in  various  ways,  until  now  it 
is  admitted  to  be  a  valuable  element  in  the  great  movement — 
nor  can  it  be  said  that  its  importance  has  been  increased  because 
of  the  election,  although  that  election  was  more  important  than 
any  which  ever  occurred  in  the  history  of  the  Pepublic,  unless, 
perhaps,  that  of  Washington  ;  for  who  can  say  what  would  have 
been  the  fate  of  the  infant  Republic  without  his  directing  and 
sustaining  hand.  Indeed,  there  have  been  few  national  acts 
recorded  in  all  history  which  can  be  compared  in  vastness  or 
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effect  with  that  of  the  Sth  of  ISTovember ;  an  election  which 
deserves  a  separate  name  and  a  chapter  from  the  historian. 
It  et  even  this  does  not  show  the  whole  importance  of  the  labors 
of  this  Society. 

At  no  previous  election  were  there  ever  so  many  undecided 
men ;  so  many  men  who  were  nndecided  np  to  the  very  day  of 
the  election.  The  Chicago  platform  liad  unsettled  and  upset 
the  minds  of  numbers  of  men.  ^N'umbers  hesitated  between  the 
platform  and  a  candidate  whom  their  own  par'yhad  proposed. 

Many  of  these  hesitating  votes  were  decided  by  the  loyal 
publications  of  our  Society.  A  curious  instance  occurred,  one 
no  doubt  of  many,  which  showed  the  influence  of  the  pub- 
lications of  this  Society.  On  one  occasion  in  this  city  a  German 
procession  carrying  the  so-called  democratic  banners,  was  tem- 
porarily arrested,  and  entering  a  hall  near  by,  some  of  them 
received  from  one  of  the  distributing  agents  of  this  Society 
copies  of  one  of  its  publications.  The  views  of  the  pamphlet 
appealed  directly  to  their  understandings.  The  procession  was 
broken  up,  its  members  retired  to  their  homes,  and,  later,  voted 
for  the  country. 

Again,  on  an  occasion  in  Kew  Jersey,  one  of  the  pamphlets 
was  read  before  a  Democratic  meeting  and  received  with  great 
applause. 

.  Kor  should  it  be  forgotten  with  what  limited  means,  when 
compared  with  the  sums  spent  upon  ]:)ublications  in  the  countiy, 
this  widely  honored  and  respected  name  had  been  established  by 
the  Society. 

Dr.  Lieber  then  tendered  his  resignation  as  President  and 
nominated  Mr.  W.  T.  Blodgett  as  his  successor. 

Mr.  James  McKaye  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Blodgett  addressed  the  Society,  declining  the  use  of  his 
name  as  a  candidate,  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Col.  Cannon,  Dr. 
FfiAjfcis  LiEBEE  was  unanimously  re-elected  President  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Mr.  John  Austin  Stevens,  Jr.,  also  placed  his  resignation  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Society,  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bristed, 
he  was  unanimously  reelected  Secretary  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Morris  Ketchum  was  unanimously  re-elected  Treasurer 
of  the  Society.  . : 
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The  Chairman  designated  Messrs.  Putnam  and  Tonsey  as  an 
Auditing  Committee,  to  examine  tlie  accounts  of  the  Society. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Stevens  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to 
the  propriety  of  making  some  change  in  the  "  Declaratory  E,e- 
Bolution,"  so  as  to  define  more  clearly  its  position  with  regard 
to  slavery,  urging  that  the  time  had  come  for  an  open  avowal 
of  the  determination  of  the  Society  to  lend  its  influence  to  the 
total  abolition  of  this  institution. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Stevens  and  McKaye  as 
such  Committee  on  Declaratory  [Resolution,  with  power. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Cannon,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Society  will  hold  Quarterly  Meetings  on 
the  evenings  of  the  second  Saturdays  of  February,  May,  August, 
and  ISTovember. 

At  this  period  in  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Blodgett,  on  behalf  of 
the  Committees  of  the  Society,  addressed  the  President,  Dr. 
Lieber,  and  presented  to  him,  in  their  name,  an  elegantly  bound 
set  of  the  "  Kebellion  Record,"  with  the  following  remarks : 

Dr.  Lieber — The  pleasing  duty  has  been  assigned  me  of  pre- 
senting these  volumes  of  the  "  Rebellion  Record  "  in  the  name 
of  the  Committees  of  this  Society — your  associates  during  the 
past  year.  Recognizing,  as  we  do,  the  cordiality  with  which  you 
have  seconded  all  efforts  of  the  Committees  in  promoting  the 
efficiency  and  usefulness  of  the  Society,  we  ask  your  acceptance 
'^f  these  volumes  ;  and,  should  they  find  a  place  on  the  historic 
shelves  of  your  library,  we  trust  they  will  often  remind  you  of 
an  association  which  has  been  agreeable  to  us  all,  and  of  j)rofit 
to  our  common  country. 

Dr.  Lieber  replied  in  a  few,  touching,  and  eloquent  remarks. 

The  President  named  the  following  Committees  for  the  ensu- 
ing year : 

Publication  Committee. 

James  McKaye,  Chairman. 
John  Austin  Stevens,  Jr.,  Dr.  P.  Schutz, 

George  P.  Putnam,  W.  C.  Church, 

T.  G.  Glaubensklee,  Chas.  Astor  Bristed. 


Executive  Committee. 

William  T.  Blodgett,  Chairman. 
C.  E.  Detmold,  Charles  Butler, 

Sinclair  Tousey,  J.  Butler  Wright, 

George  Bliss,  Jr.  Oliver  K.  Eang. 

Finance  Committee. 

LeGrand  B.  Cannon,  Chairman. 
James  A.  Eoosevelt,  William  E.  Dodge,  Jr., 

T.  B.  Coddington,  Jackson  S.  Schultz, 

Levi  P.  Morton,  Geo.  C.  Ward. 

And  after  some  discussion  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  of 
business  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  SocieJ;y  adjourned. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes. 

John  Austin  Stevens,  Jb., 

Secretary. 
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REPORT    OF   THE    SECRETARY 

•111) 

OF  THE 

LOYAL  PUBLICATION  SOCIETY. 


Siilniitted  to  the  Society  Saturday  Evening^  11th  Februa^n/. 
SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Loyal  Publication  Society  has  completed  the  second 
year  of  its  existence.  The  creature  of  a  painful  necessity  and 
coming  into  existence  at  a  period  -when  the  affairs  of  the 
country  were  in  a  dark  and  threatening  state,  its  first  year 
was  a  year  of  labor,  of  trouble,  and  anxiety.  Nor  has  the 
season  through  which  it^has  just  passed  been  without  its  diffi- 
culties and  trials. 

The  season  of  a  Presidential  Election  is  always  one  of  excite- 
ment and  intellectual  activity,  and  in  proportion  as  its  issues 
are  momentous  the  passions  of  men  are  quickened,  and  their 
slumbering  prejudices  aroused  into  antipathy  and  hate. 

The  Society  has  not  been  wholly  exempt  from  the  influence 
of  this  universal  rule.  It  could  hardlj"  have  hoped  to  pass 
through  the  excited  canvas  without  exciting  strong  animosi- 
ties, yet  it  may  congratulate  itself  that  it  has  been  able  to  carry 
on  its  operations  with  so  little  inconvenience,  and  in  such  quiet, 
peace,  and  secm'ity.  Nor  is  this  true  alone  of  its  j)osition  with 
regard  to  the  politics  of  the  country  ;  it  is  equally  true  of  its 
position  with  regard  to  the  divisions  of  sentiment  in  the  loyal 
ranks. 

Much  of  this  is  due  to  tlie  fidelity  with  which  it  has  adhered 
to  the  policy  resolved  upon  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting. 

Governed  by  fixed  principles,  and  devoting  its  entire  energies 
to  their  wide  propagation,  the  Society  has  paid  little  attention 
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to  special  measures,  and  been  wholly  regardless  of  the  views  or 
claims  of  individual  men.  While  it  has  often  disappointed  the 
eager  partisan,  it  has  never  offended  the  just  patriot,  and  has 
won  golden  commendation  even  from  those  whom  it  would  not 
lend  itself  to  serre. 

That  its  work  has  been  well  and  faithfully  done — tliat  it  has 
been  fairly  and  impartially  done — its  records  and  its  publica- 
tions show  "  Scripta  manentP  They  remain  for  the  inspection 
of  the  Society,  and  of  all  who  are  interested  in  its  success. 

AVhat  mental  and  physical  labor  have  been  bestowed,  none 
but  the  members  of  your  Committees  can  know.  Few  public 
offices  have  received  more  constant,  unwearied,  and  intelligent 
attention.  How  gratuitous  and  disinterested  that  attention,  is 
patent  to  all. 

But  to  pass  from  the  labor  to  the  result.  "  Finis  coronat 
opus''' — the  end  is  the  reward.  Many  a  member  of  your  Com- 
mittees, as  he  closed  his  eyes  on  the  night  of  the  memorable  8th 
of  November,  1864,  to  the  glare  of  a  local  triumph  in  which  his 
heart  bore  no  share,  felt,  at  least,  that  calm  serenity  which  the 
sense  of  duty  all  fulfilled  always  brings  ;  that  having  left  nothing 
undone  to  win  success  in  the  great  moral  battle  he  could  calmly 
surrender  the  issues  to  the  God  of  Nations,  and  feel  that  how- 
ever they  should  be  solved,  he,  at  least,  would  escape  the  pangs 
of  self-reproach. 

This  alone  would  well  repay  the  effort.  How  much  more  the 
awakening  to  the  glorious  spectacle  "  which  flamed  in  the  fore- 
head of  the  morning  sky ;"  the  spectacle  of  a  nation  rising  from 
its  trials  and  its  dangers  fresher  and  stronger  than  before  ;  more 
perfect  in  its  unity,  more  fervent  in  its  patriotism,  and  invigor- 
ated by  the  very  struggle  which  had  threatened  its  integrity  and 
its  life. 

In  this  triumph,  in  this  regeneration,  each  and  all  find  their 
sufficient,  nay  mo^,  their  abundant  reward,  for  much  of  what 
were  otherwise  but  hard,  dry  drudgery — a  drudgery  performed 
in  somewhat  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  bravest  or  the  most  gifted 
performs  what  were  else  a  menial  office  for  a  kinsman  or  a 
friend. 

So  has  it  been  with  us.  Our  country,  always  nearest  our 
hearts,  now  doubly  dear  that  she  is  suffering   and  torn  with 
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strife  ;  *'  Ouk  Country  !"  always  before  our  eyes  in  the  happy 
legend  of  our  Society;  our  country!  sanctified  and  hallowed 
by  the  blood  of  friends  and  kinsmen  !  "What  labor  could  we 
begrudge  her?  what  toil  avoid  that  would  make  the  noble 
mother  happier  or  stronger. 

Kor  is  this  the  only  triumph  in  which  this  Society  may  claim 
a  share.  It  has  played  an  active  and  important  part  in  the  great 
struggle  of  ideas.  From  its  birth  it  has  never  wavered  in  its 
convictions  on  the  great  question  of  the  freedom  of  man ;  and 
now,  just  as  it  closes  this  the  second  year  of  its  existence,  the 
Liberty  which  stands  upon  the  Capitol  has  sounded  the  glorious 
trump  of  universal  freedom,  and  the  continent  shakes  beneath 
the  shouts  of  glad  tidings,  and  the  reverberating  peals  which 
ocean  flings  back  to  ocean,  and  granite  hill  to  silver  mountain, 
as  State  after  State  ratifies,  amid  the  applause  of  a  people,  the 
blessings  of  a  race,  the  approbation  of  mankind,  and  beneath  the 
approving  smiles  of  a  righteous  and  benignant  God,  the  just 
decree. 

It  would  seem  that  the  work  for  which  the  Society  was  or- 
ganized was  here  well  nigh  accomplished,  but  this  would 
be  an  unwise,  nay,  more,  an  unsafe  conclusion.  Great  social 
changes  are  not  made  by  decrees,  be  they  ever  so  wise  or  just. 
The  written  law  may  inaugurate,  but  cannot  effect  the  change. 
All  political  and  social  changes  are  gradual.  Even  those  which 
seem  the  most  sudden  are  the  result  of  remote  and  long  acting 
causes. 

The  master  and  the  slave  have  changed  not  only  their  rela- 
tions to  each  other,  and  their  own  conditions ;  their  natures 
must  also  undergo  some  change,  to  suit  their  new  condition. 

Here  again  the  Society  finds  a  fitting  field  for  labor.  It  may 
do  much  to  reunite  tliese  discordant  elements ;  to  make  that 
easy  which  now  seems  so  hard  and  difficult.  It  may  point  out, 
in  some  measure,  the  advantages  which  will  q^crue  to  each  by 
the  change,  and  drawing  from  the  lessons  of  national  history 
and  national  experience  what  is  suited  to  their  special  case,  may 
aid  in  the  reorganization  of  society  on  a  new  and  mutually 
profitable  basis. 

Nor  should  the  Society  forget  the  eloquent  appeal  of  the 
French  liberals,  through  the  pen  of  Gasparin,  to  the  nobler 
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feelings  of  our  people,  or  the  loving  kindness  with  which  they 
pointed  out  to  us  the  patli  of  duty  in  the  future,  in  that  mem- 
orable letter  which  makes  one  of  the  series  of  publications  of  the 
Society. 

The  war  has  not  yet  reached  its  end,  though  the  end  is  now 
in  view. 

The  duties  which  it  imposes,  a  branch  of  which  we  have 
openly  and  solemnly  assumed  to  ourselves,  are  still  unfinished. 
To  us  it  still  remains  to  watch  over  and  preserve  the  health  of 
public  opinion,  to  show  forth  the  true  needs  and  issues  of  the 
struggle,  and  to  keep  ever  present  to  the  view  of  the  people,  in 
success  as  in  disaster,  the  glorious  future,  when  from  North  to 
South,  and  East  to  West,  each  heart  as  well  as  each  lip  shall  pay 
its  homage  to  the  national  authority. 

There  will,  therefore,  be  little  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  and  the  necessity  of  continuing  tlie  Society. 

The  operations  of  the  Society  during  the  past  year  have  been 
large.  33  pamphlets,  containing  673  pages  of  printed  matter, 
have  been  issued,  at  a  cost  of  about  $12,000. 

Of  these,  470,000  have  been  distributed,  besides  45,000  ex- 
changes. 

The  kindly  relations  established  with  the  Loyal  Publication 
Society  of  New  England  have  been  agreeably  maintained,  and 
publications  and  opinions  have  been  constantly  interchanged,  to 
mutual  advantage. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  originated  under  the  care  of 
the  Society,  has  proved  a  complete  success,  under  the  able 
editorship  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Church,  one  of  its  active  members. 

The  attention  of  the  Society  has  been  recently  turned  to  the 
collection  of  a  complete  set  of  pamphlets  connected  with  the 
war,  and  large  contributions  have  been  already  made  by  the 
members. 

Congratulating  the  Society  on  its  past  success,  and  in  thp 
confident  hope  that  it  will  not  abandon  the  labor  until  il& 
objects  have  been  fully  accomplished,  the  foregoing  report  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

By  their  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  AUSTIN  STEVENS,  Jr., 

Secretary. 

New  York,  February  10th,  1865. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE 

OF   THE 

:     LOYAL  PUBLICATION  SOCIETY. 


The  Committee  on  Publications  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing Report  of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  to  direct  this  branch  of  its  operations,  and  under  whose 
personal  supervision  its  publications  have  been  since  issued, 
consists  of — 

James  McKay e,  Chairman. 
Grosvenor  P.  Lowrey,  John  Austin  Stevens,  Jr., 

Dr.  Frederick  Schiitz  Charles  Astor  Bristed, 

George  P.  Putnam,  Theodore  G.  Glaubensklee. 

The  President  of  the  Society  and  the  Cliairman  of  this  Com- 
mittee, during  its  first  year,  Dr.  Francis  Lieber,  has  also  been  a 
constant  participant  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee,  and 
to  his  wisdom,  experience,  and  earnest  devotion  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Society,  whatever  of  good  it  may  have  accomplished  in 
the  past  season  of  political  excitement,  is  largely  due. 

The  Committee  has  held  (30)  thirty  sessions.  There  have 
been  presented  for  its  consideration  (63)  sixty-three  documents. 

Under  a  rule  adopted  by  the  Committee  at  an  early  meeting, 
each  one  of  the  documents  thus  submitted  was  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee,  and  their  reports,  in  writing,  may  be  found 
on  the  files  of  the  Society. 

Of  the  various  articles  of  manuscripts  and  printed  matter,  (36) 
thirty-six  have  been  reported  upon  fiivorably,  and  passed  into 


the  cliarge  of  the  Executive  Comuiittee  for  publication  under 
the  rules.     Of  these  there  were  : 

1  Eeport  of  Proceedings  of  the  Loyal  Publication  Society, 
,. '     First  Year, 

3  original  articles  prepared  for  the  Committee. 

8  compilations  with  introductions  and  commentaries,  by 
members  of  the  Committee. 

4  German  and  Dutch  translations,  by  the  Committee. 

2  original  articles  first  printed  by  the  Society. 

8  reprints  from  stereotype  plates,  presented  to  the  Society. 
7  reprints  of  speeches  and  other  documents. 
1  a  collection  of  patriotic  songs  designed  for  the  use  of 
soldiers  and  hospitals. 
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Nine  Broadsides  were  also  issued,  which  may  be  found  in  the 
above  named  divisions,  and  which  were  intended  for  and 
received  a  large  circulation  during  the  political  campaign. 

The  following  table  pre&ents  the  numbers  of  the  series  and 
the  titles  under  which  the  pamphlets  have  been  issued  : 

List  of  Publications — Second  Yeak. 

Numbers.  Titles.  Kutnber  of  pages. 

44.  Proceedings   of  First   Anniversary   Meeting  of  the 

Loyal  Publication  Societj^  February  13,  1864. . .  24 

45.  Finances  and  Resources  of  the  United  States.     By 

JI.  G.  Stehbins 22 

46.  How  the  War  Coramenced.   From  Cincinnati  iJaiVy 

Commercial 16 

47.  Result  of  Serf  Emancipation  in  Russia 8 

48.  Resources  of  the  United  States.     By  S.  B.  Buggies.  30 

49.  Patriotic  Songs.     A  collection  by  G.  P.  Putnam. . .  24 

50.  The  Constitution  Vindicated.     James  A.  Hamilton.  12 

51.  No  Property  in  Man.      Charles  Sumner 24 

52.  Rebellion,  Slavery,  and  Peace     N.  G.  Upham,...  24 
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53.  How  the  War  Commenced.    (German  Translation) 

for  the  South.     By  Br.  F.  Schutz 16 

54.  Our  Burden  and  Our  Strength.     David  A.    Wells.         39 

65.  Emancipated  Slave  and  His  Master.  (German  Trans- 

lation.)   By  Dr.  F.  Schutz,  for  the  Society 32 

66.  The  Assertions  of  a  Secessionist.     Alex.  H.  Stephens  8 

67.  Growler's  Income  Tax.     By  T.  S.  Arthur,  Phil...  4 

58.  Emancipated  Slave  and  his  Master.  James  McKaye, 

L.  P.  S 88 

59.  Lincoln  or  McClellan.  (German.)  By  Francis  Lieber.  4 

60.  Peace  through  Victory.     (Sermon.)     By  Rev.  J,  P. 

Thompson 16 

61.  Sherman  vs.  Hood.     Broadside.     By  the  Secretary.  4 

62.  The  War  for  the  Union.     By  William  Swinton. . .         20 

63.  Letter   on   McClellan's   Nomination.     Hon.  Oerrit 

Smith 16 

64.  Letters  of  Loyal  Soldiers.    Parts  1,  2,  3,  4.   By  the 

Secretary , 16 

65.  Submissionists  and  their  Record  Parts  1  and  2.   By 

the  Secretary 8 

66.  Coercion  Con)pleted,  or  Treason  Triumphant.     By 

John  C.  Hamilton 28 

67.  Lincoln  or  McClellan  (English).     "Ry  Francis  Lieber  8 

68.  The    Cowards'    Convention.      By     Charles    Astor 

Bristed 16 

69.  Whom  do  the  English  wish  Elected  ?  By  Frederick 

Milne  Edge 4 

70.  Collection  of  Letters  from  Europe.     By  O.  P.  Put- 

nam^ L.  P.  S 28 

71.  Lincoln  or  McClellan,  (Dutch  Translation) 4 

72.  Address  of  Dr.  Schutz,  at  Philadelphia,  October  5, 

1 865 12 

73.  Address  of  N.  G.  Taylor  on  Loyalty  and  Sufferings 

of  East  Tennessee 32 

74.  The  Slave  Power.     By  /.  0.  Hamilton 24 

76.  The  Great  Issue.     Address  by  John  Jay 32 

76.  Narrative  of  Sufferings  of  U.  S.  Prisoners  of  War  in 

the  hands  of  Rebel  Authorities.     By  U.  S.  Sani- 
tary Commission ,    , 92 

77.  Address  on  Secession.     Delivered  by  Dr.  Lieber  in 

South  Carolina  in  1851 12 

34  pamphlets pages  697 
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For  List  of  Publications  of  First  Year,  see  last  page  of  this 
pamphlet. 

The  sizes  of  the  several  pamphlets  have  been  as  follows : 

1  pamphlet  of  92  pages 92  pages. 

1  "  39      " 39      " 

1  «  38      "     38       " 

3  "  32      «     96       " 

1  "  30  "  30  " 

2  «  28  "  56  " 

4  «  24  «  96  " 

1  «  22  "  22  " 

1  "  20  "  20  " 

6  «  16  "  96  " 

3  "  12      "     36      « 

4  "  "     32      « 

5  «  4      "     20      « 

34  697 

In  the  aggregate  697   pages   of  printed  matter  exclusive  of 
covers. 

The  foregoing  statement  shows  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
literary  labor  performed  by  the  Committee,  but  it  is  due  to 
them  to  record  that  their  attention  to  the  work  with  which  they 
were  charged,  was  by  no  means  limited  to  the  hours  of  their 
attendance  at  stated  meetings  or  of  their  study  at  their  homes. 
During  the  entire  summer,  and  up  to  the  very  eve  of  the  Presi- 
dential Election,  there  was  hardly  a  day  when  some  of  its  mem- 
bers did  not  spend  hours  in  superintending  and  aiding  in  the 
correction  of  proof,  the  distribution  of  documents,  and  in  the 
general  correspondence  of  the  Society. 

The  Committee,  while  submitting  to  the  approval  of  the 
Society,  this  record  of  their  past  action,  cannot  allow  the 
opportunity  to  pass  without  expressing  their  hearty  congratu- 
lation to  their  fellow  laborers  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  to  the  generous  contributors  to  the  funds  of  the  Society 
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on  the  acliievement  of  the  result  for  wliich  it  was  organized, 
and  for  which  all  and  in  common  have  so  earnestly  labored 
and  so  devoutly  prayed ;  the  establishment  of  a  sound  healthy 
sentiment  on  public  affairs ;  the  welding  together  of  discordant 
and  disintegrating  opinions  ;  the  development  of  a  noble 
patriotism  and  national  spirit ;  and  finally  the  passage  of  the 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  our  country  forever  abolish- 
ing the  accursed  demoralizing  and  aristocratic  institution  of 
slavery  from  our  policy  and  our  land. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  McKAYE, 

Chairman. 
Geo.  p.  Lowest, 

Secretary. 

New  YorTc,  lih  February^  1865. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 


The  Executive  Committee  respectfully  presents  the  following 
report  of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year. 

The  Committee  constituted  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  coa* 
sisted  of — 

"William  T.  Blodgett,  Chairman, 
Christian  E,  Detmold,  Charles  Butler, 

Geo.  Gibbs,  J.  Butler  Wright, 

Sinclair  Tousey,  Le  Grand  B.  Cannon, 

Geo.  Bliss,  Jr. 

Two  months  since,  Mr.  Geo,  Gibbs  resigned  as  a  member  of 
this  Committee,  in  consequence  of  an  intended  absence  from  the 
city.  He  has  been  associated  with  this  Committee  since  the 
formation  of  the  Society,  and  has  been  one  of  its  most  useful 
and  active  members. 

The  acknowledgments  of  the  Committee  are  due  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  for  his  attendance  at  its  meetings,  and  for 
the  active  assistance  he  has  rendered  the  Committee  in  cor- 
dially seconding  all  its  efforts. 

The  Presidential  election  occurring  during  the  past  year,  the 
occasion  has  been  opportune  to  develop  the  usefulness  of  the 
Society,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  its  publications 
have  exercised  an  important  influence. 

Although  the  means  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee 
have  slightly  exceeded  those  of  the  preceding  year  the  increased 
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cost  of  paper  and  printing  liave  made  its  resources  comparatively 
less  ;  but  by  printing  clieap  editions  of  some  of  the  publications 
best  calculated  for  popular  reading,  tlie  number  distributed  has 
exceeded  by  nearly  one-fifth  that  of  the  preceding  year.  These 
cheap  editions,  distributed  chiefly  among  the  U.  S.  Hospitals, 
were,  No.  46 — "  How  the  "War  Commenced,"  in  English  and 
German,  and  No.  49 — "  Patriotic  Songs ;"  both  highly  popular 
pamphlets. 

The  series  of  publications  has  been  less  by  ten  than  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  but  for  some  of  the  numbers  there  has  been 
a  very  great  demand,  and  large  quantities  have  been  printed. 
Of  No.  54—"  Our  Burden  and  Our  Strength,"  a  pamphlet  of  40 
pages,  and  No.  56,  an  abridgment  of  the  celebrated  speech  of 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  nearly  one  hundred  thou-  ; 
sand  copies  have  been  printed. 

The  total  number  of  documents  distributed  by  the  Society  is 
470,000,  (being  70,000  more  than  the  previous  year,)  at  an  ex- 
penditure, including  all  contingent  expenses  of  ($11,793  23) 
eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and 
23  cents. 

For  some  weeks  previous  to  the  Presidential  election,  a  pack- 
age of  documents  was  daily  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
to  be  distributed  by  a  gentleman  who,  by  permission,  visited  the 
field  for  this  special  purpose.  The  Committee  believe  they  were 
carefully  distributed  and  proved  very  useful. 

All  the  U.  S.  Military  Hospitals  in  Indiana  and  Ohio,  and 
most  of  those  in  this  State,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  in  and 
around  Washington  city,  have  been  regularly  supplied. 

Numerous  State   committees,    clubs,  and  associations,  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  publications  of  this  Society.     In  some  . 
cases  the  cost  of  the  paper  and  printing  lias  been  paid,  but  pub- 
lications have  always  been  sent  in  excess  of  such  cost. 
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"  The  proportion  sent  to  the  various  States  was  as  follows : 

New  York  City 120,075 

State  of  New  York 83,175 

Washino-ton  City.    The  Army  and  U.  S.  Hospitals. . . .  51,700 

Indiana 49,000 

New  Jersey •  •  •  •  32,000 

Pennsylvania 26,300 

Illinois l^jSOO 

Ohio IS.'^OO 

Massachusetts 10,600 

Delaware 7,500 

Virginia 6,70^ 

Connecticut. ^j^OO^ 

Louisiana 6,500 . 

Kentucky 5j500 

Maryland 3,500 

Other  States 16,000 

Europe 'i^,000 

470,250 ' 


The  recipients  have  been,  through  express  and  mail : 

U.  S.  Hospitals 3,032 

Private  individuals 2,300 

Editors 730 

Clubs,  Leagues,  and  Political  Associations.  326 

6,388 

Tlie  sales  of  the  publications  have  increased  during  the  past 
year,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
showing  an  excess  of  nearly  $1,200  over  those  of  1863. 

The  acknowledgments  of  the  Society  are  due  to  Mr.  John 
HoEY,  of  Adams'  Express  Company,  whose  liberality  has  en- 
abled the  Committee  to  distribute  thousands  of  documents  they 
could  have  sent  through  no  other  channel,  without  a  large  ex- 
penditure to  the  Society.  .    •  J 
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Complete  sets  of  our  publications  were  sent  to  eminent  per- 
sons in  Europe :  these  were  cordially  acknowledged  in  letters 
expressive  of  great  sympathy  for  the  national  cause ;  these  letters 
were  printed,  and  form  Ko.  70  of  the  series  of  publications. 
Five  thousand  copies  of  the  pamphlet  "  Our  Burden  and  our 
Strength  "  have  been  sent  for  distribution  to  the  Union  and 
Emancipation  Societies  of  London  and  Manchester,  and  to  the 
liberal  clubs  in  Great  Britain.  Receipt  of  these  has  been  ac- 
knowledged, with  assurance  that  the  pamphlets  were  carefully 
distributed,  and  had  a  powerful  influence  in  correcting  the  pre- 
judices existing  on  the  great  issues  now  distracting  our  country. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  desire  to  express  their  grati- 
fication at  the  great  cordiality  and  unanimity  with  which  the 
operations  of  the  Society  have  been  conducted,  and  to  acknowl- 
edge their  obligations  to  the  Publication  Committee,  whose 
labors  have  enabled  them  to  issue  a  series  of  publications  so  meri- 
torious and  creditable. 

This  Society  was  organized  to  counteract  the  baneful  influ- 
ences of  publications  which  were  at  the  time  insidious  and 
dangerous  ;  but  which  might  at  this  time  be  transferred  to  loyal 
pages,  as  specimens  of  delusive  fallacies  and  sophistries,  now  ex- 
ploded, like  the  associations  from  whence  they  emanated. 

The  Loyal  Publication  Society  has  now  become  a  recognized 
element  in  diffusing  loyal  and  valuable  information  on  the  great 
questions  which  agitate  the  country.  Some  characteristic  ex- 
tracts from  letters  received  by  it  are  appended  to  this  report, 
and  show  how  its  efforts  are  appreciated.  During  the  coming 
year  the  efforts  and  influences  of  the  Society  will  continue  to 
be  directed  to  counteract  all  treasonable  teachings  calculated  to 
weaken  the  loyal  sentiment  of  the  people  in  the  support  of  our 
Government.  It  will  be  our  desire  to  present  to  the  public  pub- 
lications prepared  for  this  Society  by  the  leading  minds  of  the 
country. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  T.  BLODGETT, 

Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 

Charles  Pontez,  Secre  ary  jpro  temjpore. 
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Extracts  from    Letters. 
From  the  Union  State  Central  Committee^  Indianapolis. 
"  Tlie  Committee  is  under  great  obligations  for  the  kindness 
and  assistance  of  your  Society.     Please  tender  the  kind  regards 
of  the  officers  of  this   Committee  to  the  officers  of  your  So- 
ciety." 

Froin  Ilei'Hmer  Co.,  N'.  Y.,  Jan'y  ^Uh,  18G5. 

"  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  you  for  the  publications 
you  have  sent  me.  I  have  found  these  tracts  of  great  impor- 
tance to  me  in  preparing  sermons,  addresses,  and  for  reading  at 
the  meeting  of  our  Loyal  Leagues. 

"  I  know  also  that  they  have  exerted  a  very  powerful  influ- 
ence in  our  rural  lodges. 

"  I  spent  some  weeks  last  summer  with  our  soldiers  before 
Petersburg,  and  I  found  that  your  publications  were  gladly 
received  by  both  privates  and  officers.  Their  replies  were, 
*  Thank  you,  this  is  just  what  I  want,  where  can  I  get  them  V 

"  I  know  that  the  Society  has  done  a  noble  work ;  you  doubt- 
less hear  this  often,  but  pardon  me  if  I  add  what  I  have  seen 
and  do  know. 

"  Your  work  is  not  yet  done,  you  have  witnessed  one  triumph 
greater  than  the  world  has  ever  seen  before  ;  and  to  bring  this 
about  your  Society  has  done  much  by  furnishing  information  of 
a  character  so  soul  elevating  and  reliable.  Much  is  yet  to  be 
done ;  when  peace  shall  return  there  must  be  a  re-establishment 
of  the  true  principles  of  a  republican  government.  It  is  my 
prayer,  that  God  will  still  give  success  to  your  eflbrts." 


From  Evansville,  Indiana. 

"  You  have  the  thanks  of  the  Loyal  League  for  this  donation. 
More  than  this,  the  country  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
Loyal  Publication  Society,  and  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  so 
efficiently  superintended  its  management. 

"  The  influence  of  their  publications  in  this  Congressional 
district  has  been  very  decided,  tending  powerfully  to  reduce  the 
copperhead  majority^  which  has  always  reigned  supreme." 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  ^^ 

TO  THE  iT 

LOYAL    PUBLICATION    SOCIETY,' 

Fi'077i  February  ISth,  1864,  to  February  Idth,  1865. 


Geo.  C.  Ward,  Treas $1,000  00 

Morris  Ketcimm 850  00 

Jas.  McKaye 500  00 

James  Lenox 500  00 

G.  C.  Ward 404  94 

Le  Grand  B.  Cannon 400  00 

C.  Y.  S.  Roosevelt 250  00 

W.  C.  Bryant  &  Co 250  00 

I.  Henderson 250  00 

William  C.  Churcii 250  00 

C.  E.  Detmold 225  00 

Jonathan  Stnrges 200  00 

B.  II.  Hutton 200  00 

A.  Eobinson 200  00 

G.  B.  De  Forest 200  00 

Clias.  Butler 175  00 

A.  T.  Stewart ' 150  00 

Brown  Bros.  &  Co 100  00 

W.  T.  Blodgett 125  00 

H.  W.  T.  Mali 125  00 

J.  Butler  Wright 100  00 

J.  S.  Schultz 100  00 

Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co 100  00 

"  James  A.  Roosevelt  100  00 

Carried  forward $6,754  94 
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Brought  forward $6,754  94 

Levi  P.  Morton 100  00 

C.  A.  Bristed 110  00 

A.  Grade  King 100  00 

Saml.  Wetmore 100  00 

John  C.  Green 1 00  00 

Williams  &  Guion 100  00 

George  Griswold 100  00 

Jos.  Tuckerman ,  100  00 

M.  O.  Koberts 100  00 

Joseph  Sampson 100  00 

D.  G.  Bacon 100  00 

Easton  &  Co 100  00 

W.H.Webb 100  00 

R.  L.  Kennedy 100  00 

W.  D.  Thompson 100  00 

J.  D.  Wolfe 100  00 

Geo.  Opdyke 100  00 

Jas.  A.  Hamilton 76  00 

E.ll.  McCnrdj 50  00 

T.  B.  Coddington 60  00 

Peter  Cooper 50  00 

Wm.  H.  Fogg 50  00 

Spofibrd,   fileston  &  Co 50  00 

C.  A.  Heckscher 50  00 

Griffith  Thomas 50  00 

J.  M.  Fiske 50  00 

E.  W.  Hooper 50  00 

Howard  Potter 50  00 

Sprague  &  Cooper. ; 50  00 

David  Dows 50  00 

Thomas  N.  Dale 50  00 

W.  B.  Smith 60  00 

S.  McLean  &  Co 50  00 

L.  W.  Bonney 50  00 

W.  E.  Dodge,  Jr 50  00 

Carried  forward ■.!!!.".".".'.■.".'..... $9,390  94 
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Brought  forward ....;;;; :. '. Vl . .    $9,390  94 

William  Curtis  In'oygs 50  00 

Geo.  T.  Stl-ong. . . .' ^^  ^^ 

John  A.  Stevens 50  00 

O.  K.  King 50  00 

John  F.  Gray 35  00 

Geo.  B.  Satterlee SO  00 

Gerrit  Smith 20  00 

J.C.Lord 2500 

C.  Griffiths 25  00 

K.  Fisher 25  00 

H.  D.  Sedgwick 25  00 

A.  I^.  Lawrence 25  00 

G.  Albinola 25  00 

W.H.  Breeden 25  00 

E.  B.  Wesley 25  00 

Geo.  W.  Hatch 25  00 

Joseph  Ripley 25  00 

F.  H.  Delano 25  00 

N.  Chandler 25  00 

Winslow,  Lanier  &  Co 25  00 

Pt.  H.  Bowne 25  00 

Hanbnrj  Smith 25  00 

Henry  E.  Pierrepont 25  00 

Edgar  Ketchum 25  00 

Geo.  C.  Collins 25  00 

Geo.  S.  Stephenson 25  00 

Handy  &  Hoadly 25  00 

B.  W!  Weston 25  00 

J.  H.  Abeel 25  00 

J.E.  Wylio 25  00 

L.  Francis 25  00 

W.  H.  Hoppin 25  00 

Bacon&Hyde 25  00 

H.T.Moore 25  00 

John  Austin  Stevens,  Jr ■ 25  00 

Carried  forward . .  •  f $10,385  94 


26 

Brought  forward $10,385  94 

C.Carow 25  00 

John  Jay 25  00 

Bogert  &  Kneeland 25  00 

J.  Mattison 25  00 

E.  S-  Sherman... 25  00 

J.  r.  Butterworth 25  00 

O.  D.  Swan 25  00 

Henry  Marquand 25  00 

O.  Haggerty. 25  00 

E.  M.  Hunt 25  00 

J.  C.  Brown 25  OO 

Smclair  Tousey 25  00 

Gustavus   Schwab 25  00 

F.  Kuhne 25  00 

W.  Seligman 25  00 

E.  C.  Cowdin 25  00 

J.  E.  Williams 25  00 

O.  S.  Strong 25  00 

W.  Borden 25  00 

H.  Clews.. 25  00 

Blakely  Wilson 25  00 

Marcus  Spring 25  00 

B.  D.  Silhrnan 25  00 

Robert  Winthrop 25  00 

Geo.  M.  Hatch 25  00 

W.  A.  Smith 25  00 

Geo.  Palen  &  Co 25  00 

W.  F.  Carey 25  00 

Geo.  Collins 25  00 

W.  M.  E varts 25  00 

C.H.  Tiffany 25  00 

Geo.  Bliss,  Jr 25  00 

White  &  Douglass 25  00 

Francis  Lieber 25  00 

Carried  forward $11,235  94 


Brouglit  forward $11,235  94 

S.  AlofFseu 

Cash 

J.RHull 

H.  T.  Ingalls 

E.  P.  Cowles 

D.  B.  Eaton 

11.  YanPelt 

J.  Green  Pearson 

C.Baker 

David  Hoadley 

S.  T.  Skidmore , 

C.  B.Knevals 

Geo.  E.  Underhill , 

Chas.  S.  Smith 

E.  S.  Yan  Winkle 

J.  C.  Hamilton , 

R  J.  Brooks  &  Co , 

Geo.  H.  Foster 

Geo.  Lee 

D.  Van  Nostrand , 

M.  G.  Baldwin , 

Geo.  P.  Pntnam 

J.  C.  Carter 

G.  "W.  Braekenridge 

C.  T.  Goddard 

J.  Hess 

H.  Howland 

B.  C.  Wandell 

W.  J.  Palmer , 

W.  W.  Franklin 

E.  P.  Bray 

A.  H.  Arnoux 

S.P.  Nash 

B.  G.  Arnold , 

J.  Edgar , 

W.  H.  Anthon 

Carried  forward $11,590  94 
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Brought  forward $11,590  94 

J- Frje 5  00 

A.  M.  Coffin 5  00 

Murray  Hoffman 5  OO 

J.  ]!^.  Balestier 5  oO 

J-  I^ane 5  00 

Mr.  McCabe 5  oO 


$11,620  94 

MORRIS  KETCHUM, 

Treasurer. 


New  York,  Feb.  8tli,  1865. 
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LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS.— FIRST  YEAR. 
February  14,  1863,  to  February  13,  18G4. 

No.  1.  Future  of  the  North  West.     By  Robert  Dale  Owen. 

2.  Echo  from  the  Army.     Extracts  from  Letters  of  Soldiers, 

3.  Union  Mass  Meeting,  Cooper  Institute,  March  6,  1863.    Speechea 

of  Brady,  Van  Buren,  <fec. 

4.  Three  A^oices:  the  Soldier,  Farmer  and  Poet. 

5.  Voices  from  the  Army.     Letters  and  Resolutions  of  Soldiers. 

6.  Northern  True  Men.     Addresses  of  Connecticut  Soldiers — Extracts 

from  Richmond  Journals. 

7.  Speech  of  Major-Q-eneral  Butler.     Academy  of  Music,  New  York, 

April  2,  1863. 

8.  Separation ;  War  without  End.     Ed.  Lahouhye. 

9.  The  Venom  and  the  Antidote.     Copperhead  declarations.     Soldiers' 

Letters. 

10.  A    few  words  in  behalf  of  the    Loyal  Women  of    the   United 

States,   by   One  of  Themselves.     Mrs.   C.  M.  Kirkland. 

11.  No  Failure  for  the  North.     Atlantic  Monthly. 

12.  Address  to  King  Cotton.     Eugene  PeUetan. 

13.  How  a  Free  People  conduct  a  long  War.     StiUe. 

14.  The  Preservation  of  the  Union,  a  National  Economic  Necessity. 

15.  Elements  of  Discords  in  Secessia.     By    William  Alexander,  Esj., 

ot  Texas. 

16.  No  Party  now,  but  all  for  our  Country.     Francis  Lieher. 

17.  The  Cause  of  the  War.      Col.  Charles  Anderson. 

18.  Opinions  of  the  early  Presidents  and  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Republic 

upon  Slavery,  and  upon  Negroes  as  Men  and  Soldiers. 

19.  (£ml)eit  nnb  ireilidt,  t)on  Hermann  Boftcr. 

20.  Military  Despotism  1  Suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  I  &c. 

21.  Letter  addressed  to  the   Opera-House   Meeting,    Cincinnati.      By 

Col.  Charles  Anderson. 

22.  Emancipation  is  Peace.     By  Rohert  Dale  Owen. 

23.  Letter  of  Peter  Cooper  on  Slave  Emancipation. 

24.  Patriotism.     Sermon  by   the   Rev.  Jos.   Fransioli,   of  St.   Peter's 

(Catholic)  Church,  Brooklyn. 

25.  The  Conditions  of  Reconstruction,  by  Rohert  Dale  Owen. 

26.  Letter  to  the  President,  by  Gen.  A.  J.  Hamilton,  of  Texas. 

27.  Nullification  and  Compromise  :  a  Retrospective  View.    By  John 

Mason  Williams. 

28.  The  Death  of  Slavery.  "Letter  from  Peter  Cooper  to  Gov.  Seymour. 

29.  Slavery  Plantations  and  the  Yeomanry.     Fk'ancis  Lieher. 

*  30.  Rebel  Conditions  of  Peace.    Extracts  from  Richmond  Journals. 
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No.  31.  Address  of  the  Loyal  Leagues,  Utica,  October  20,  1863. 

32.  War    Power  of    the    President — Summary    Imprisonment.      By 

J.  Heermans. 

33.  The  Two  Ways  of  Treason. 

34.  The  Monroe  Doctrine.    By  Edioard  Everett,  &c. 

35.  The  Arguments  of  Secessionists.    Francis  Zieber. 

36.  Prophecy  and  Fulfillment.    Letter  of  A.  H.  Stephens — Address  of 

E.  W.  Gantt. 

37.  How  the  South  Rejected  Compromise,  &c.     Speech  of  Mr.  Chase 

in  Peace  Conference  of  1861. 

38.  Letters  on  our  National  Struggle.     By  Brigadier- General  Thomas 

Francis  Meagher. 

39.  Bible  View  of  Slavery,  by  John  H.  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  the 

Diocese  of  Vermont.     Examined  by  Henry  Drisler. 

40.  The  Conscription  Act :  a  Series  of  Articles.  By  Geo.  B.  Butler,  N.  T, 

41.  Reponse  de  MM.  De  Gasparin,  Laboulaye,  &c. 

42.  Reply  of  Messrs.  Gasparin,  Laboulaye,  and  others. 

43.  ^nttDort  ttx  ^txxtn  ?Uc  (Baij^axm,  Caboulajjc,  iHartin, 

aEocl)in,  att  bie  ^ogal  iN'ational  tta^ut. 
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